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Kirkwood to meet Sept. 29
 The Kirkwood Civic Club’s monthly meet-
ing will take place at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 29, at the Sagemont Community Center, 
11507 Hughes Road. Meetings are typically 
scheduled for the last Thursday of the month. 
For additional information, call Kirkwood 
Civic Club President Ericka McCrutcheon at 
281-989-9990.

Class of ’83 holds garage sale
 To raise funds for its 40th reunion, the Do-
bie Class of 1983 will host a multifamily ga-
rage sale Saturday, Oct. 1, from 7 a.m. to noon 
at 10602 Sageburrow. In the event of rain, the 
garage sale will be rescheduled for Saturday, 
Oct. 8.

Knights host blood drive
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will 
host a blood drive Sunday, Sept. 25, at St. 
Luke the Evangelist, 11011 Hall Road, from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

Knights sell barbecue
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 will 
host a barbecue sale at St. Luke the Evange-
list, 11011 Hall Road, Saturday, Sept. 24, and 
Sunday, Sept. 25. Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday. Bris-
ket sandwich, chips and drink will be $12; and 
sausage-on-a-stick will be $6. All proceeds 
will go to support KC charities.

Clear Brook hosts pop-up
 The Clear Brook Meadows subdivision will 
host a fall community small business pop-up 
market on Saturday, Oct. 1 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. throughout the neighborhood. All resi-
dents are encouraged to set up their own pop-
up shop in their driveway. 
 Visitors can drive through the neighborhood 
and visit each individual shop or feel free to 
park in the pool area and walk the community 
to see what the community’s neighbors have to 
offer.

COVID cases increase 
 The number of active COVID-19 cases in 
the South Belt community has spiked for the 
fi orst time in approximately a month, with in-
creases being reported in all three local ZIP 
codes.
 As of Tuesday, Sept. 20, there were 260 ac-
tive cases in 77089, up 18 from the previous 
week. To date, 136 from the ZIP code have 
died from the disease, no increase from the 
previous week.
 In ZIP code 77075, there were 209 active 
cases, up 23 from the previous week. To date, 
there have been 81 deaths in the ZIP code.  
(Harris County reported 82 deaths the previ-
ous week.)
 In 77034, there were 198 active cases, up 19 
from the previous week. To date, 90 residents 
from ZIP code 77034 have died from the dis-
ease, no increase from the previous week.
 According to Harris County offi cials, the 
vast majority of the fatalities suffered from 
pre-existing health issues.
 Statistics are updated daily and include 
numbers from within the Houston city limits 
and throughout Harris County. To view an in-
teractive map, visit covid-harriscounty.hub.
arcgis.com/pages/cumulative-data.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one southbound frontage road lane 
and at least one northbound frontage road lane 
will be closed on the Gulf Freeway from FM 
518 to FM 517 in League City daily from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 
a.m. through Friday, Sept. 30.
 At least one southbound main lane and 
frontage road lane and at least one northbound 
main lane and frontage road lane will be 
closed on the Gulf Freeway from NASA By-
pass/NASA Road 1 to SH 96 in League City 
daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. through Saturday, Dec. 31.
 Both the northbound entrance and south-
bound entrance ramps from FM 518 in League 
City will be completely closed until further no-
tice. Motorists should use the entrance ramps 
from SH 96. 
 The northbound exit ramp to FM 517 in 
Dickinson will be completely closed until fur-
ther notice. Motorists should use the north-
bound exit ramp to Holland/Hughes.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Beltway closures planned
 Two northbound Beltway 8 frontage road 
lanes will be closed at Fairmont Parkway daily 
from 4 a.m. to 4 p.m. through Friday, Sept. 30. 
Signifi cant delays are expected.
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to 
four lanes in each direction.

JFD hosts Halloween concert
 The J. Frank Dobie High School Orchestra 
will present the Masquerade Serenade concert 
Thursday, Oct. 6, at 7 p.m. in the Dobie Main 
Auditorium. 
 Join the orchestra for a night of spooky 
good fun. Costume contest with prizes for ele-
mentary to high school-age students. The con-
cert is free and open to the public. Masks are 
strongly encouraged for public health. 

 Confusion surrounds a city ordinance regard-
ing yard parking that local community leaders 
say is nearly impossible to get enforced.
 According to Sagemont Civic Club Presi-
dent Kay Barbour, the City of Houston has an 
ordinance that prohibits parking in yards in res-
idential neighborhoods, but local homeowners 
groups must opt in to have it enforced.
 Sagemont Civic Club completed all the nec-
essary paperwork and in 2015, opted into the or-
dinance with the city. Multiple other local civic 
groups, including Sagemont Park and Kirkwood, 
followed suit.
 The ordinance – City of Houston Ordinance 
Sec 28-301 – states the following:
 “It shall be an offense for any person to park 
or to cause, suffer or permit the parking of a ve-
hicle or equipment on any surface that is not an 
improved surface as defi ned in this article, within 

Cruz meets with Mitchell 

Sen. Ted Cruz (right) is shown above with Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 
President and longtime South Belt resident Bob Mitchell discussing the Coastal Barri-
er System during the senator’s recent visit to Galveston. This past summer, Gov. Greg 
Abbott appointed Mitchell one of six board members on the state’s newly created Gulf 
Coast Protection District. See related story on Page 3.

Yard-parking city ordinance causes confusion
City rule not enforced, despite civic club opting in for protection

 (Residents may also read the ordinance by 
visiting library.municode.com/tx/houston/codes/
code_of_ordinances/178617?nodeId=CO-
OR_CH28MIOFPR_ARTXPAVEREPR_
S28-303PAVEPRCEREARAPPR&showChang 
es.)
 Barbour said the ordinance was to be enforced 

by any law enforcement offi cer, neighborhood 
protection offi cial or parking offi cial.
 More than seven years after opting into the 
program, however, Barbour said getting the ordi-
nance enforced has proved exceedingly diffi cult, 
with some city offi cials even saying no such reg-

Continued on Page 4

any front or side yard of a single-family residence 
in a residential area subject to this section. It is 
presumed that the registered owner of the vehicle 
or equipment is the person who parked, caused, 
suffered or permitted the vehicle or equipment to 
be parked in violation of this article.”
 Violators of the ordinance will be punished by 
the following:
 “Any person who violates any provision of 
this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, 
upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a 
fi ne not to exceed $150.00. Each day a violation 
of this article shall continue shall constitute a 
separate offense.”
 To read the complete ordinance, go to www.
Municode.com on the internet and search for 
City of Houston, Chapter 28, Article X, or enter 
Parking of Vehicles on Residential Property in 
the search block.

City now offers updated booster shots
 The Houston Health Department is now ad-
ministering the updated Pfi zer and Moderna 
bivalent booster shots at its health centers and 
several multi-services centers.
 The CDC’s Advisory Committee on Im-
munization Practices’ recommends the use of 
Pfi zer for people ages 12 years and older and 
Moderna for people ages 18 years and older at 
least two months after their last booster or pri-
mary series.
 The updated COVID-19 booster shots help 
restore protection that wanes since the previ-
ous vaccination and provide more protection 
against the newer variants. The boosters target 
the most recent Omicron subvariants BA.4 and 
BA.5, considered more contagious and resis-
tant than earlier strains of Omicron.
 “The updated booster shots will better pro-
tect us all from the most current COVID-19 
variants and hopefully also slow down the pan-
demic,” said Dr. David Persse, chief medical 

offi cer for the City of Houston. “I urge people 
to get a booster shot and help keep themselves, 
their family, friends and co-workers safe from 
COVID-19.”
 Common side effects are similar to the ear-
lier boosters. They include fever, headache, fa-
tigue or tiredness and pain at the injection site.
 The department offers the shots at its four 
health centers and several of its multi-service 
centers. Doctors’ offi ces, pharmacies and clin-
ics also offer the vaccines and boosters.
 Vaccinations at health department sites are 
free and do not require insurance or proof of 
residency.
 HHD offers free COVID-19 testing that 
does not require insurance at several of its 
multi-service centers. Some department part-
ner sites require insurance and ID for testing.
 Visit houstonhealth.org or call the HHD 
call center at 832-393-4220 for information on 
vaccine locations and schedules.

HPD: 80-year-old man pistol-whipped
Crime 1 of 4 recent robberies from same bank

 An 80-year-old man was pistol-whipped 
during a robbery attempt that took place in broad 
daylight at the Wells Fargo bank in the 10000 
block of Almeda Genoa at Rowlett – just one of 
at least four such crimes recently reported at or 
near the address.
 The incident took place around 3 p.m. after 
the elderly victim, reportedly battling cancer, 
withdrew money from an ATM at the bank and 
was approached by a masked man with a gun, 
who demanded the money.
 Fearing for his life, the victim grabbed the 
barrel of the gun and began to fi ght with the 
would-be robber. During the struggle, the sus-
pect pistol-whipped the elderly man, lacerating 
his head.
 The commotion drew the attention of other 
customers, some of them honking their horns 
– possibly scaring off the suspect, who fl ed the 

scene with no money.
 Another recent robbery that took place at the 
bank made local headlines when a video went 
viral showing a robbery victim chase down a sus-
pect in a smash-up vehicle chase that resembled 
that of a Hollywood movie.
 In that incident, a man and a woman were 
leaving the ATM at the bank when a masked 
crook stole their backpack and purse.
 The chase in the robbery ended on a median 
on Almeda Genoa when the robber’s crashed ve-
hicle broke down and a pair of suspects fl ed on 
foot.
 This past June, a woman was robbed at gun-
point at a nearby apartment after being followed 
from the same bank
 In that incident, the woman left the ATM at 
approximately 5:30 p.m. and was followed to
  Continued on Page 2

City to host 3-day crime workshop
 City of Houston offi cials are inviting the pub-
lic to a three-day crime prevention workshop, set 
to take place Sept. 27-29 at FountainLife Center, 
located at 14083 S. Main.
 Sponsored by Houston Police Department, 
Department of Neighborhoods, National Crime 
Prevention Council and Fountain Praise, the One 
Safe Houston workshop will focus on Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental Design, or 
CPTED.
 CPTED is an approach to crime prevention 
that uses architectural design and the intention-
al management of our environments to reduce 

crime and victimization. CPTED strategies aim 
to build a sense of community so residents and 
property managers can gain territorial control 
and send the clear message to criminals that they 
should go somewhere else.
 The National Crime Prevention Council will 
facilitate this three-day workshop that will cover 
core CPTED strategies. Using the unique NCPC 
Community Blueprint and second generation 
CPTED concepts, workshop residents will dis-
cuss and prioritize their communities’ specifi c 
challenges and work together to develop a basic 

Continued on Page 4

Zaida Gonzalez

Intoxicated mother accused 
of abandoning child on roadside
 An intoxicated moth-
er was recently arrested 
after allegedly abandon-
ing her 8-year-old on the 
side of the road at 1:50 
a.m.
 The incident began 
when deputies with Har-
ris County Precinct 2 
Constable Jerry Garcia’s 
Patrol Division were dis-
patched to a missing ju-
venile call around 4:15 
a.m. in the 11500 block of Grapewood. Upon 
arriving on scene, an investigation was started 
and an 8-year-old juvenile was determined to be 
missing from the residence.
 Deputies immediately began canvassing the 
area looking for the child. This search went into 
the early morning hours, and the juvenile had 
yet to be located. Deputies eventually received a 
phone call around 8 a.m. from the child’s father 
advising deputies that the child had been found.

 Deputies conducted a follow-up with the 
child and father and learned that the mother of 
the child, who had been identifi ed as 32-year-old 
Zaida Gonzalez had kicked the child out of her 
vehicle on the side of the roadway around 1:50 
a.m. 
 The child was able to walk to a gas station and 
obtain help from the clerk working inside. The 
clerk contacted Houston Police Department, as 
well as another family member, who was able to 
come pick up the child.
 Deputies were able to confi rm this story 
through video surveillance footage of nearby 
businesses. Once all evidence was obtained, dep-
uties contacted the Harris County District Attor-
ney’s Offi ce, who accepted felony charges on 
Gonzalez for abandoning/endangering a child 
without intent to return.
 At approximately 11:11 a.m., deputies re-
turned to the suspect’s residence and placed 
Gonzalez into custody without incident. She 
was then transported to the Harris County Jail 
for processing.

National Night Out slated for Oct. 4
 The 38th annual National Night Out is set to 
take place Tuesday, Oct. 4.
 Begun in 1984, NNO is a nationwide program 
to foster better relationships between local police 
departments and the communities they serve.
 “NNO is a chance to bring neighborhoods to-
gether with the men and women who protect 
them,” said Houston Police Offi cer Emilio Reyes. 
“The safety of our communities depends on both 
law enforcement and the citizens they serve, and 
NNO events can enhance that cooperation. Pre-
venting and solving crime is a community effort. 
NNO is an excellent program that helps the de-
partment build relationships with citizens and cre-
ate safer neighborhoods.”
 More than 16,000 communities, representing 
all 50 states, took part in last year’s campaign, at-

tracting roughly 38 million participants.
 The event formerly took place in August, but 
organizers have since changed the NNO’s Tex-
as date to give residents an opportunity to enjoy 
cooler weather.
 Along with the traditional display of porch 
lights and front porch vigils, NNO will be cele-
brated by neighborhoods and communities with a 
variety of events and activities such as block par-
ties, cookouts, parades, fl ashlight walks, contests, 
youth programs and visits from local police.
 County offi cials and local homeowner groups 
and civic clubs traditionally hold NNO events in 
the South Belt community, but no specifi c events 
were known at press time.
 The Houston Police Department, Harris Coun-

Continued on Page 4

Memorial names king, queen

Pasadena Memorial offi cials recently announced the homecoming queen, Leslie Robles, 
and king, Joshua Mendoza. Leslie is a four-year varsity soccer player, who has achieved 
fi rst team all-district utility player, and defensive district MVP. Leslie is an all AP academic 
student who has been recognized with all academic awards and is in the top 6 percent of 
her class. Leslie enjoys making hats for babies for the children’s hospital and doing other 
community service. In the fall, Leslie plans to attend the University of Texas in Austin or 
Baylor University to major in radiology. Joshua is a member of the football team and en-
joys participating in engineering. In the fall, Joshua plans to attend Texas State University, 
majoring in engineering. In his spare time, Joshua enjoys working out; fi shing; and attend-
ing car meets, concerts and sporting events.  Photo by Davy Flickinger
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
(Modified during COVID-19)

Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*

*Also Available on Facebook Live 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Kingsley Nwoko, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to 
browse, check out and return materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For 
information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For online learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are: Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Bracewell is closed Sundays.
 Thursday, Sept. 22, 4 – 5 p.m. Family storytime.
 Tuesday, Sept. 27, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. CMH’s The Basics Houston Fun*Shops - maximize 
love manage stress.
 Tuesday, Sept. 27, 4 – 5 p.m. Kids craft.
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. The library continues to provide 
online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should 
not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Additional resources
 The Houston Public Library has electronic resources, books, audiobooks, databases for re-
search, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information for Texas residents with a 
library card. To get a card, visit the home page at www.houstonlibrary.org under Here’s What’s 
Happening. Click on Free Resources for All to access digital resources and access a link for a tem-
porary card. Also, under Here’s What’s Happening, the card titled Online Resources for Kids ac-
cesses a Virtual Storytime provided on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 11 a.m. The archived 
storytimes are found on Facebook under Houston Public Library Virtual Storytimes. Another vir-
tual program is Craft. Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services are 
available 24/7 with a MY Link Library Card at wwwhoustonlibrary.org, including e-books and 
e-audiobooks, streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. 
Until further notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for holds 
and check-out. HPL has a  collection of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog for previ-
ously requested hold selection may be in a digital format. Instructions on downloading the e-book 
or audio book are on the site.

Parker Williams Library 
(See related information in story on this page

 Parker Williams Library is open. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/reopening for reopening infor-
mation or the main website at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library. The 
library will follow state and county guidelines for mask and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and 
Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, Sept. 22, 10:30 – 11 a.m. Toddler time.
 Thursday, Sept. 22, 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Soduko.
 Friday, Sept. 23, 4 – 6 p.m. Dungeons & Dragons: roleplay etiquette. Registration required.
 Tuesday, Sept. 27, 10:30 – 11 a.m. Story time.
 Tuesday, Sept. 27, 3 – 4 p.m. Sewing club. Registration required.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are: Monday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://www.hcpl.
net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital ma-
terials and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/
services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.

 Senator Paul Bettencourt 
comments that while the cur-
rent National infl ation rate is 
8.6 percent, millions of un-
der-65 Texas Homesteads 
should see their Independent 
School District (ISD) tax bills 
cut this fall. In May of this 
year, Texas' voters overwhelm-
ingly approved Propositions 1 
and 2, which provided direct 
tax cuts to homeowners with 
homestead tax bills in 2022 
and 2023. 2.1 million over-
65 or disabled homeowners 
will receive the benefi ts of 
the state's compressed proper-
ty tax rate for school mainte-
nance and operations (M&O) 
in 2023. 
 Proposition 2 increased the 
statewide school homestead 

exemption from $25,000 to 
$40,000, meaning that over 3.5 
million under-65 homestead 
homeowners will receive this 
tax cut this year. 
 My Senate offi ce calcula-
tions indicate an actual cut of 
$44 on average for an average 
$301,000 taxable homestead 
in Texas despite massive ap-
praised value increases across 
the state. 
 An offi ce survey of the top 
25 ISDs in the state indicates a 
range of cuts from $107 to $8. 
These calculated cuts comes 
before Cities and Counties set 
their tax rates in the Fall, which 
could save the average taxpay-
er hundreds of more dollars on 
their tax bills.
 "The Cavalry is coming 

over the Hill for Texas Home-
steads in the Fall, just like in 
an old John Wayne movie!" 
said Senator Paul Bettencourt. 
"Because of the passage of 
Prop 1 and 2 in May, 3.5 Mil-
lion homesteads will on aver-
age pay less on their school tax 
bills this year than they did last 
year. Over-65 homeowners are 
frozen this year, but will get 
an actual property tax cut in 
2023, too." He added. Property 
Appraisals are rising amidst a 
booming Texas economy, but 
taxpayers can be assured that 
property tax rates are on the 
way down to offset these in-
creases. 
 This is attributed to the sig-
nifi cant reforms contained in SB 
2 and HB 3 that the legislature 
passed in 2019, and the addi-
tional property tax legislation 
that was passed in 2021. In fact 
there are 16 cents of property 
tax relief, overall a $482 savings 
compared to last year's tax rate.
 "Lawmakers have given 
property owners valuable pro-
tections against rising tax bills 
in this red hot real estate mar-
ket, but there is no substitute 
for vigilance. Taxpayers must 
be prepared to weigh in with 
their local taxing jurisdictions 
if they believe tax rates are too 
high," stated Dale Craymer, 
president of Texas Taxpay-
ers and Research Association. 
Note: TTARA supplied coun-
ty and city penny rate reduc-
tion estimates. The no-new-
revenue-rate is the rate that 
provides the same amount of 
money to a taxing entity this 
year as last year. 
 As Texans are having to be 
extra careful with their dollars 
due to high infl ation, govern-
ment entities should be doing 
the same or go to the voters for 
adoption. "I am calling on all 
Cities and Counties to adopt 
the no-new-revenue-rate, it 
will save the taxpayers' mon-
ey!" concluded Senator Bet-
tencourt. To check on property 
tax bills, visit the Texas prop-
erty tax database at www.tex-
as.gov/living -in-texas/proper-
ty-tax-directory/.

Elected offi cials share their words
Sen. Paul Bettencourt on property tax
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 Earlier this month, 
37-year-old, Omar Ursin, 
went to pick up take-out for 
his family. Witnesses report-
ed that as Ursin was driving 
down Medera Run Parkway 
in northeast Harris County, 
near Atascocita, another car 
pulled alongside and fi red 
one or more shots into Ursin’s 
car. When police arrived, they 
found Ursin had crashed into 
a tree in the median and Ur-
sin was dead. The District 
Attorney has charged Ahsim 
Taylor and Jayland Womack, 
both 20, with Ursin’s murder.
  Sadly, this has been all 
too common a story in Har-
ris County as of late. Over 
the last two years, we have 
been averaging almost two 
murders per day in Harris 
County. But there are two de-
tails which make this crime 
standout. First Ursin was a 
Precinct 3 Constable Deputy. 
He was off duty at the time. 
At this point, we do not know 
if his murder was related to 
him being a law enforcement 
offi cer.
 Second, both Taylor and 
Womack were out on bail, 
pending trials for other felo-
nies. Murder, to be specifi c. 
Taylor had been charged with 
a capital murder because he 
killed someone during a rob-
bery. Womack was charged 
with a killing that occurred 
during a drug deal.
 Taylor’s bond was orig-
inally set at $220,000 by a 
magistrate but Judge Amy 
Martin lowered it to $95,000. 
Womack’s initial bond was 
set by Judge Greg Glass at 
$35,000 but later increased 
to $75,000 because of viola-

tions of this pre-trial release. 
These bonds were granted by 
each of the judges, notwith-
standing there was substan-
tial evidence against them.
 Both men were able to 
make bond and were released 
from custody. Traditionally, 
bail bondsmen have required 
defendants to pay fee equal of 
10% of bond. But because of 
increased competition, many 
bond companies have been 
discounting their fees. So, 
these two alleged murderers 
were able to secure their free-
dom for no more than about 
$18,000 and probably sub-
stantially less. As a result of 
them being out on bond, in-
stead of in the Harris Coun-
ty jail, Ursin’s 7-year-old 
daughter no longer has a dad.
 I have long thought the 
cash bail bond system used in 
most of the U.S is an anach-
ronistic abomination that 
should, at least, be dramat-
ically reformed or scrapped 
altogether. The federal courts 
did so nearly four decades 
ago. And I have supported the 
efforts to reduce the reliance 
on the cash bonds for misde-
meanor charges or non-vio-
lent offenses. Having some-
one sit in jail for a hot check 
or marijuana because they 
can’t afford the bail bond fee 
is ridiculous and counterpro-
ductive on many levels.
 But granting bond to de-
fendants credibly accused of 
cold-blooded murders is pure 
insanity. According to Hous-
ton Crime Stoppers, over 180 
individuals in Harris County 
have been murdered by a per-
son released on a felony bond 
since 2018. Certainly, judges 

have a duty to ensure that the 
rights of defendants in their 
courts are protected. But they 
have a duty to protect the 
public from individuals who 
have demonstrated their vio-
lent proclivities.
 I have no idea what was 
going through the minds 
of Judge Martin and Judge 
Glass when they set these 
bonds. It is just hard to imag-
ine what would make any ra-
tional jurist conclude that re-
leasing defendants like these 
two young men back onto the 
streets would end in anything 
other than another tragedy. It 
either represents some blind 
allegiance to a warped ide-
ology or a callous indiffer-
ence to the public’s safety. Or 
both.
 By the way, Democratic 
voters had the good sense to 
show both Martin and Glass 
the door in their primary ear-
lier this year. Only time will 
tell if their replacements will 
be any better.
 Beyond the individual 
tragedies the insane decisions 
to release violent criminals 
have resulted in, these horrif-
ic crimes are likely to set off 
a backlash that could wipe 
out the progress made to date 
on legitimate misdemeanor 
bond reform. How ironic that 
would be.
 Folks, this is not rocket 
science. Our system should 
determine who should be re-
leased pending a trial based 
on two factors. If the person 
is likely to show up for their 
trial and if they are a danger 
to the public. It should have 
nothing to do with whether 
they are fi nancially able to 
pay a bondsman. Until we get 
the money out of the equa-
tion and start electing judges 
that are dedicated to basing 
their decisions to release de-
fendants based on those two 
criteria, there will be more 
children like Ursin’s daughter 
growing up without a parent. 
It could also result in a back-
lash that will result in more 
lives being destroyed by cru-
el and unnecessary incarcera-
tion for trivial offenses.

Bill King: This is Not Bail Reform
 - This is Insanity

 A wide variety of ac-
tivities are available at the 
Parker Williams Harris 
County Library as follows:
 – Thursday, Sept. 22  at 
10:30 a.m. Toddler Time. 
Take a moment out of the 
day to have some fun and 
interact with the little one 
or little ones. Join Ashley 
and Renee in the Library 
Community Room for Tod-
dler Time to sing, count, 
rhyme, and a variety of 
other activities. While this 
program is designed for 18 
months to 4-year-olds, all 
children and families are 
welcome to join,
 – Thursday, Sept. 22 at 
11 a.m.  Vietnamese basic 
computer classes. A basic 
computer class for Viet-
namese speakers who want 
to enhance their computer 
skills, learn how to better 
use their laptop for daily 
life and connect more eas-
ily to families, friends in-
cluding emails, create word 
documents, pay bills on-
line, Zoom, social media, 
search information on the 
internet, etc. will be held. 
Registration is required.
 – Sudoku. Join the li-
brary every 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of the month for 
sudoku. Sudoku is an easy 
to learn logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. A 
Sudoku puzzle consists of 
81 cells which are divid-
ed into nine columns, rows 
and regions. The task is to 
place the numbers from 1 
to 9 into the empty cells 
in such a way that in every 
row, column and 3×3 re-
gion each number appears 
only once. Players of any 
experience are welcome to 
participate.
 – Friday, Sept. 23 at 4 
p.m. Dungeons and Drag-
ons 101: roleplay etiquette. 
Always wanted to play 

D&D? Join up for the last 
of a three-part Dungeons 
and Dragons beginner 
player tutorial. In this ses-
sion there will be roleplay 
during a tabletop game and 
watching some fun exam-
ples. Registration is re-
quired.
 – Saturday, Sept. 24  
Vietnamese classes for be-
ginners and level 1. Need it 
for work, to talk to family 
or traveling? Join Loc on 
Saturdays for Vietnamese 
learning time. Classes are 
for adults and kids aged 8 
years and older. Registra-
tion is required. Kids, 10 
to 11:15 a.m; adults, 11:15 
a.m. to 2: 30 p.m. For more 
information about classes 
and to register, call or visit 
the branch.
 – Saturday, Sept. 24 at 3 
p.m. Korean language read-
ing class. Looking for an 
introduction to the Kore-
an language? Join this in-
depth class going over the 
basics of reading Korean.
 Sept. 26 – Sept. 30 Tues-
day, Sept. 27 at 10:30 a.m. 
– story time
 Join Ms. Ashley and Ms. 
Renee in the library com-
munity Room for some sto-
ries and rhymes on Tues-
day, Sept. 27 at 10:30 a.m. 
Families with children of 
all ages are welcome.
 Tuesday, Sept. 27 10 
a.m. to noon. Viet Help Ser-
vice
 The Vietnamese speak-
ers will assist in filling out 
the following application 
forms: citizenship, green 
card renewal, and job-seek-
ing tips. This is a free ser-
vice. Call or visit the branch 
to make appointments.
 Tuesday, Sept. 27 at 
11 a.m. Vietnamese basic 
computer classes. Basic 
computer class for Viet-
namese speakers who want 

to enhance their computer 
skills, learn how to better 
use their laptop for daily 
life and connect more eas-
ily to families, friends in-
cluding emails, create word 
documents, pay bills on-
line, zoom, social media, 
search information on the 
internet, etc. Registration is 
required.
 Tuesday, Sept. 27 at 
3 p.m.  Sewing club (for 
adults). Want to learn how 
to sew a tote bag or how 
to mend your clothes? Join 
Ms. Renee in the maker lab 
on Tuesday, Sept. 27 at 3 
p.m. to learn how to sew on 
a machine.
 Each class will have a 
project to practice these 
skills, such as straight 
stitch sewing, installing a 
zipper, and creating button-
holes.  All levels welcome, 
and participants can bring 
their own machine if they 
prefer. Limited space avail-
able. Registration required.
 Thursday, Sept. 29 at 
3 p.m.  Community craft: 
bead keychains and brace-
lets.
 These bead keychains 
and bracelets are a fun 
and easy project that any-
one and their kids will re-
ally enjoy making. Par-
ticipants will arrange the 
beads on the thread to make 
chains and bracelets look as 
unique as they would like 
adding any kind of charms 
or with a name. These make 
desired gifts. All materials 
are provided.
 Thursday, Sept. 29 at 5 
p.m. Readers Rendezvous 
Book Club
 Join the library for the 
September book club. Each 
month will be the reading 
of a different genre. This 
month is fantasy. The book 
is “The Hobbit” by J.R.R. 
Tolkien.

Death

 Sheryl Kay Palmire was 
born in Houston on May 3, 

1956. She passed away in 
Magnolia, Texas on Sept. 
14, 2022. She graduated 
from South Houston High 
School in 1974. 
 Sheryl was an avid read-
er, an amazing cook, loved 
dancing and loved to cro-
chet. 
 She loved her family 
fi ercely and made sure it 
showed daily. She was al-
ways there with a shoulder 
to cry on, an ear to listen or 
a funny fact to share. 
 Sheryl is preceded in 
death by her parents Wayne 
and Willie Mae Bergstrom 
and JoAnn Fulk. 
 She is survived by her 
children Devon Mauro 

Sheryl Kay 
Palmire

(Paul), Courtney Cook 
(Kelly Buskirk), Antho-
ny Palmire (Stephanie); 
grandchildren Challen and 
Colin Averre, Emily Mau-
ro, Micah, Aubrie and Ja-
cob Palmire, Cali Demers, 
William  and Piper Cook; 
great-grandchild Christo-
pher Kie Marshall;  siblings 
Jackie Maestas, Cheryl 
Fulk, Sonny Scott and Jim-
my Scott and their spouses; 
numerous nieces, nephews, 
cousins; and friends. 
 Visitation and funeral 
service were held Wednes-
day, Sept. 21, 2022, at For-
est Park Lawndale, 6900 
Lawndale Drive, Houston, 
TX 77023.

Parker Williams Library 
hosts activities for all ages

Leader checks out social media
By Natalie Abarca

 A member of People of 
Sagemont 2 Facebook group 
posted videos of a suspect 
walking around Highland 
Meadows subdivision Mon-
day, Sept. 19 at 2 a.m. 
 The member states that 
the suspect was checking 
inside cars and broke into 
some vehicles. The member 
also advises the community 
to not keep any valuables in-
side cars.
 Another member of the 
same Facebook group post-
ed that she was at Burling-
ton Wednesday, Sept. 14 at 
12:30 p.m. at Almeda Mall 
when she noticed a man 
following her and her two-

year-old daughter around 
the store. 
 The member states the 
that the man was with an-
other guy, but that she was 
only able to take a picture of 
one of the men. 
 The member is thankful  
that she noticed right away 
what was happening and 
that her daughter and she 
are OK. 
 The member was able 
to alert store employees 
and they escorted the mem-
ber and her daughter to the 
member’s vehicle.
 A member of the South-
belt/Sagemont Crime Alert
Facebook group shared a 
post from the Pearland Po-

lice Department and is re-
questing the public’s assis-
tance in locating the male 
in the images responsible 
for a package theft from a 
citizen’s front porch in the 
2100 block of Country Club 
Drive, on Sept. 1, at approx-
imately 4:45 p.m. 
 If one knows the iden-
tity of the person pictured 
or has any information rel-
evant to this case, call the 
Pearland Police Depart-
ment’s non-emergency 
line 281-997-4100, email 
crimetips@pearlandtx.gov, 
or call Brazoria County 
Crimestoppers at 800-460-
2222. Pearland PD case # 
22-009184.

Lost! 
Nutmeg, 1-year-old male cat. Last 

seen near Sagedowne and Sageriver, 
$75 reward, no questions asked.  

Please call if have any information.  
346-381-2644 or 346-381-2576

Continued from Page 1
a complex in the 12600 block 
of South Greens Drive. As 
the woman exited her vehi-
cle, a man approached her, 
produced a handgun and de-
manded her purse. The sus-
pect fl ed the scene in a blue 
Chrysler four-door sedan.
 The suspect in the June 

incident was described as a 
black man in his 30s, wearing 
all gray and a black mask.
 Anyone with information 
in any of the cases is urged 
to contact the Houston Po-
lice Department’s Robbery 
Division at 713-308-0700 or 
Crimestoppers of Houston at 
713-222-TIPS(8477).

4 like robberies reported

St. Luke fall festival
 St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church is hosting a fall festival and parish raffl e from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Nov. 12, 2022. The festival will be held at 11011 Hall Road, Houston, TX 77089, 
in the rear parking lot. Additional parking will be provided at Dobie High School, 10220 Black-
hawk Blvd., Houston, TX 77089. A shuttle from Dobie’s lot to the festival will be available. 
Admission is free and open to the public. Included in the festival’s schedule are crafts, food, DJ 
music and activities for children.  

Judaism class on Wednesdays
 Congregation Shaar Hashalom is offering an Introduction to Judaism class via Zoom. The 
class gives participants an opportunity to ask any and all questions regarding Judaism and the 
Jewish Community. It examines the Jewish beliefs regarding God, the nature of man, life, death, 
sin, sacrifi ce, atonement, forgiveness, the Satan versus the devil, the Messiah and the afterlife. 
It includes studying the Jewish holidays and Holy Days, the life cycle events and how Judaism 
responds to the controversial issues of our day.
 This class is required for those who wish to convert to Judaism at Shaar Hashalom, but one 
does not have to be interested in conversion to take the class; the classes are open to the public.
 The class meets on Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9 p.m. and is conducted by Rabbi Stuart Fede-
row. For more information andthe Zoom link, email adulted@shaarhashalom.org.
 The congregation, located at 16020 El Camino Real, is the Conservative synagogue in the 
Bay Area.

 Mayor Pro Tem Dave Mar-
tin would like to make Edge-
brook area residents aware a 
drainage project, conducted 
by the Storm Water Action 
Team (SWAT) along Ney 
Street began Tuesday, Sept. 
20. 
 The scope of work includes 
replacing inlets, storm sewer 
leads, and storm sewer lines on 
and near Ney Street. The cost 
of the project is $438,572 and 
is funded through the Dedicat-
ed Drainage & Street Renewal 
Capital Fund.
 Crews were mobilized on-

site Tuesday, Sept. 20, and 
the project is anticipated to be 
completed by Wednesday, Jan. 
18, 2023, weather permitting. 
 Construction activities are 
expected to take place Mon-
day through Friday from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m.
 As a result of the con-
struction activities, be aware 
of fl agmen and orange traffi c 
cones that will be put in place 
on-site to help traffi c fl ow 
through the construction zone 
as the project may require a 
one-lane closure. 
 Two-way traffi c will be 

maintained at all times.
  Residents will have access 
to driveways and sidewalks at 
all times and may experience 
an increase in noise levels due 
to trucks and equipment in the 
area.
 There are no water or sew-
er impacts anticipated. Should 
a disruption need to occur, 
residents affected will be no-
tifi ed.
 For more information, 
contact Mayor Pro Tem Dave 
Martin's offi ce at 832-393-
3008 or districte@houstontx.
gov.

Elected offi cials share their words
Mayor Pro-Tem Dave Martin on drainage
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Safe, convenient primary care — at a location near you.
At Houston Methodist, we provide personalized care for you and your family, including 
physicals, immunizations and preventive care. 
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Milton and Joyce Dittrich were married at Queen of Peace Catholic 
Church in Sweet Home, Texas on Sept. 14, 1957. Milton is from St. 
John, Texas and Joyce is from Sweet Home, where they met at a church 
picnic. Joyce worked for Continental Airlines for 25 years and retired 
in 1992. Milton worked for Foley’s for 20 years and retired in 1995. 

Dittrichs announce 65th anniversary

They had two sons, Anthony and Kenneth. They have been residents 
of Kirkwood since 1971. Joyce is also a member of Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas and Milton is a member of the Knights of Columbus. 
The family celebrated with a Mass at St. Luke’s Catholic Church and 
dinner at Monument Inn in La Porte.  Photos submitted

 South Belt Church is 
pleased to share with the 
South Belt community the 
addition of Pastor Parris Pat-
rick to the staff. 
 Patrick will serve as pas-
tor of discipleship and spiri-
tual formation.
 Patrick joins South Belt 
Church after serving as pas-
tor of Agape Community Bi-
ble Church for 13 years in 
the Alief community.  
 Leading up to that, he 
also served in various po-
sitions at Liberty Baptist 
Church and Charis Chapel 
Bible Church, working with 
youth and married couples 
as well as preaching on oc-
casion. 
 He received his Master 
of Theology degree from 
Charis Theological Semi-
nary where he later taught as 
professor of apologetics.  
 Patrick is thankful for 
the spiritual foundation laid 
for him by his father. Parris 
himself is the proud father of 
three grown children, Isaac, 
Daniel and Parker Patrick. 
 Die-hard University of 
Houston football fans would 
recognize him from the 
1997-1999 squads.  

 In his free time, Patrick 
enjoys working out, going 

to the ocean to work in his 
journal, riding his motorcy-

cle, and enjoying the eve-
ning air.

Pastor Patrick joins South Belt Church

Pastor Parris Patrick

 U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, U.S. 
Rep. Randy Weber, and Tex-
as Rep. Mayes Middleton 
visited Galveston on Aug. 
24, 2022, to explore two pos-
sible construction sites for 
the Coastal Barrier System. 

Joining the legislators were 
Bob Mitchell, president, 
Bay Area Houston Econom-
ic Partnership and Morgan’s 
Point Mayor Michel Bechtel, 
among others.
 Bechtel is president of 

the board of directors of the 
Gulf Coast Protection Dis-
trict (GCPD) where Mitchell 
serves as vice president. 
 The GCPD was created in 
2021 by the 87th regular Tex-
as Legislature. GCPD was 
given authority by the Tex-
as legislature to become the 
nonfederal sponsor of two 
coastal storm surge suppres-
sion projects located in its 
fi ve-county territory: the Sa-
bine Pass to Galveston Bay 
Coastal Storm Risk Man-
agement Program (S2G Pro-
gram) and the Coastal Texas 
Study, often referred to as the 
Coastal Spine. The GCPD 
contains approximately 5,220 
square miles of land covering 
Chambers, Galveston, Harris, 
Jefferson and Orange coun-
ties. 
 Upon completion of the 
construction, the GCPD will 
operate and maintain these 
improvements in conjunction 

with local jurisdictions. The 
entire project is estimated to 
cost $31 billion, of which lo-
cal sponsors are required to 
pay about $10 billion.
 Cruz was among senators 
who voted July 27, 2022, to 
include the barrier system in 
the Water Resource Devel-
opment Act, a massive feder-
al funding bill. In that bill is 
the Army Corps of Engineers’ 
plan for a massive sea gate at 
Bolivar Roads and 70 miles of 
barriers along the upper Texas 
Coast to reduce storm surges 
from the Gulf of Mexico. The 
U.S. House also has approved 
the bill.
 “We’re on the fi nish line 
of getting the authorization 
through,” Cruz said. “It has 
passed both the Senate and 
the House and hopefully in a 
month or two, it will be on the 
president’s desk.”
 Once funded, the project 
will require another two to 

Cruz explores Coastal Spine construction sites, visits aerospace committee execs
fi ve years of design. The con-
struction phase is estimated to 
take 20 years with the lifespan 
of the project estimated at 80-
100 years. 

Cruz meets with leaders
 Cruz’s offi ce reached out 

to BAHEP to request that the 
organization host a meeting 
on Aug. 31, 2022, with the 
senator, members of his staff  
and the region’s aerospace 
leaders. Cruz sought to under-
stand the current pulse, prior-

ities, needs, concerns and leg-
islative priorities of Bay Area 
Houston’s aerospace commu-
nity.
 Cruz currently sits on the 
Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science & Transporta-

tion and its Subcommittee on 
Space and Science. The sen-
ator has a long-standing rela-
tionship with former Sen. Bill 
Nelson who is now the NASA 
administrator.
 A tweet from Cruz’s offi ce 

said, “Productive lunch today 
with the @BAHEP. Great 
discussion on our ongoing ef-
forts to provide companies in 
Houston with the resources to 
lead the way in the aerospace 
industry.” 

Bay Area Jewelers
WE BUY GOLD!

Jewelry & Watch repair on site
19054 Gulf Fwy. 281-488-8067
Located outside Baybrook Mall across from Forever 21

On Aug. 31, 2022, U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz (center) met with Bay Area 
Houston Economic Partnership’s Aerospace Advisory Committee 
executives in the Bay Area Houston Economical Partnership confer-
ence room. Seated left to right are Mark Greeley, Axiom Space, Inc.; 

David Cazes, Oceaneering Space Systems, Inc.; Cherlyn Brightman, 
KBR; Dan Seal, executive director, Economic Development, BAHEP; 
Cruz; Brian Freedman, president-elect, BAHEP; Steve Altemus, Intu-
itive Machines LLC; Jeannie Kranz, ASRC Federal.

16 Years In Business!! Established In 2006
”The Small Dealership With A Big „

12500 Scarsdale Blvd, Houston, TX 77089

281-481-1700
www.houstonautoemp.com

Low Down Payments/Low Credit Score/No Credit
Easy In-House Financing-Establish Credit Here
Quality Used Car Specials – Warranty Included

Certified Auto Mechanic Shop
A/C Service or Repair

Electrical Repair
Brake Repair/Tune Ups/Engine Replacement

Special Discount Offers!
20% Off New Customers for Repairs

$250 Off Down Payment 25% Off Windshield Replacement

Want to fight inflation?
Investment Opportunities Available!

Contact us for more information.
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Remember When

Over The Back Fence by Natalie

45 years ago (  1977)
 The Sagemeadow Utility 
District Board decreased the 
District property tax by 14 
percent.
 The Houston Fire Depart-
ment Station 70 received an 
ambulance due to concerns of 
protection for South Belt resi-
dents.

40 years ago ( 1982)
 Finalists for homecoming 
queen at Dobie High School 
were Codysue Voss, Sarah 
Whitehead and Kim Gates.
 Three Dobie students 
were announced as National 
Merit Scholarship Semifi nal-
ists. They were Steve Bova, 
Michael Parker and Kevin 
Lewis. There were no semifi -
nalists at any other PISD high 
school.
 The Cullen Savings on 
Hughes Road was robbed.

35 years ago ( 1987)
 At least fi ve people in the 
South Belt area were among 
the 37 hot check writers ar-
rested by Precinct 2 consta-
ble’s deputies during a round-
up.
 Pasadena ISD trustees ad-
opted a teacher career ladder 
philosophy and rejected an 
administrative recommenda-
tion for an early retirement 
incentive plan for administra-
tion.

30 years ago (1992)
 Andrea Sneed, Amy An-
derson, Huyen Huynh, Tray 
Smith and Shelly Webber 
were announced as Clear 
Brook’s homecoming court. 
 The Pasadena Independent 
School District was told that 
district was in need of an es-
timated $50 million in new 
facilities. The $50 million 
included a new high school, 
classroom additions to 
Thompson and Miller inter-
mediates, a new music wing 
at Pasadena High School and 
additional repairs at many el-
ementary schools.

25 years ago (1997)
 President Bill Clinton ac-
cepted an invitation to speak 
at San Jacinto College’s cen-
tral campus. Students from all 
three campuses were expect-
ed to attend.
 Ten Dobie students attend-
ing the school’s fi rst football 
game of the year were cit-
ed for minor in possession 
charges. Dobie Principal Jer-

intersection.
15 years ago (2007)

 The Wings Over Hous-
ton Airshow recognized the 
147th Fighter Wing/111th 
Fighter Squadron of the Tex-
as Air National Guard as the 
recipient of the 2007 Lloyd 
P. Nolen Lifetime Achieve-
ment in Aviation Award. The 
award honors individuals, or-
ganizations, companies and 
corporations dedicated to the 
promotion and advancement 
of aviation.  Col. Rodney 
Horn, vice commander of the 
147th Fighter Wing accepted 
the award.
 Longtime Sagemont res-
ident and accomplished 
trumpeter Eddie Lewis was 
appointed the new director of 
the Houston Civic Jazz Or-
chestra. The Houston Civic 
Jazz Orchestra is the resident 
jazz ensemble of the Universi-
ty of Houston Downtown and 
showcases a blend of student 
and professional talent. Lew-

ry Speer initially assigned all 
10 who had beer to in-school 
center, however, after review-
ing the incident, assigned 
three to Highpoint. Those 
three were the drivers of the 
vehicles in which the alcohol 
was located.
 Daphne Barrica was 
named Miss Pasadena Rodeo 
1997 at the Pasadena Rodeo 
Queen Beauty Pageant.
 Three of fi ve fi nalists for 
Clear Creek High School’s 
homecoming queen, Amanda 
Schneider, Dusti Hughes and 
Marlene Morales, were South 
Belt residents. 

20 years ago (2002)
 The PISD board of trustees 
unanimously to approve IBM 
as its strategic technology 
provider to maximize federal 
funding.
 Nhon Vinh Hua, a 
Sagemont resident, was killed 
in an automobile accident 
near Hobby Airport at the 
Major and Telephone Road 

is, 43, had served the Houston 
community as a professional 
musician for almost 20 years 
and was recognized not only 
as an excellent performer but 
also as a skilled trumpet and 
jazz improvisation teacher 
and an accomplished com-
poser. 
 Frazier Elementary was 
one of only two Pasadena 
Independent School District 
elementary schools to be 
named to the Texas Business 
and Education Coalition’s 
2007 Elementary School 
Honor Roll. To qualify for the 
award, schools must be rated 
exemplary or recognized by 
the Texas Education Agency, 
have consistent improvement 
over the past three years in 
reading and math and have 
shown steady or improved 
overall performance over the 
past three years. Pearl Hall 
Elementary in South Houston 
was the other PISD elementa-
ry school to make the list.

10 years ago (2012)
 Judge Jo Ann Delgado 
was chosen to receive 2012’s 
Community Service Award 
from the Tejano Center for 
Community Concerns. Del-
gado, who has served as jus-
tice of the peace, Precinct 
2, Place 1 of Harris County 
since January 2001, was se-
lected for the award for her 
contributions to her industry 
and her commitment to her 
community.
 Two individuals with 
long-standing ties to the 
South Belt community died. 
Although the incidents were 
unrelated, both eerily had 
connections to the Sagemont 
Cowboys youth football or-
ganization. Gage Alexander 
McDonald, 19, died in a sin-
gle-vehicle accident in the 
1900 block of Clear Lake City 
Boulevard. Police say Mc-
Donald was speeding and not 
wearing a seat belt when his 
vehicle struck a median curb 

and then several trees. He was 
pronounced dead at the scene. 
McDonald was the son of 
Denny Wranich Jr., who has a 
long history of working with 
the Sagemont Cowboys and 
the Sagemont Beverly Hills 
Little League. McDonald’s 
grandfather, Denny Wranich 
Sr., is the former president of 
the Sagemont-Beverly Hills 
Little League and president 
of the Sagemont Cowboys. 
Following in his family’s 
footsteps, McDonald also 
coached for the Cowboys for 
three years, and played for 
six years when he was young-
er. Marlin Dean Lee III, 26, 
died the following day after a 
battle with Ewing’s sarcoma, 
a rare form of cancer. Like 
McDonald, both Lee and his 
father, Marlin Lee II, served 
as coaches for the Sagemont 
Cowboys.

5 years ago (2017)
 A man died Sunday, Sept. 
17, from injuries related to a 

traffi c accident earlier in the 
week that involved an ambu-
lance from Houston Fire De-
partment Station 70 on Beam-
er. According to police, the 
ambulance was dispatched 
around 4:30 a.m. on Thursday, 
Sept. 14, to the Gulf Freeway 
near Beltway 8 to treat per-
sons involved in a crash. As 
the ambulance arrived at the 
scene, it was rear-ended by a 
silver Toyota Corolla driven 
by Federico Ablog. The force 
of the collision pushed the 
ambulance into two disabled 
vehicles involved in the pre-
vious crash. Ablog, 77, was 
fl own by Life Flight helicop-
ter to the hospital, where he 
later died. The driver of one 
of the disabled vehicles was 
transported to an area hospi-
tal with non-life-threatening 
injuries. Two HFD paramed-
ics were transported to Clear 
Lake Regional Medical Cen-
ter and were later released.

1 year ago (2021)
 Three people were shot in 
the same night Saturday, Sept. 
18, at an apartment complex 
in the 1400 block of Redford 
near Edgebrook and the Gulf 
Freeway. According to police, 
offi cers were dispatched to a 
shooting call at the above ad-
dress around 10:30 p.m. and 
found two people had been 
shot inside an apartment. 
While on the scene, offi cers 
were advised of another per-
son found with a gunshot 
wound in a separate area of 
the complex. No immediate 
arrests were made.
 A woman was killed in a 
traffi c accident Friday, Sept. 
17, in the 14100 block of the 
Gulf Freeway near Beltway 
8. The crash took place when 
a silver Nissan Altima trav-
eling at a high rate of speed 
left the roadway and struck a 
concrete pillar. Cindy Ybanez 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene. 
 The American Legion 
Post 490 building on SH 3 
near Ellington Airport caught 
fi re Tuesday, Sept. 21. A few 
members were outside on the 
patio when the fi re began in 
the kitchen and tried to extin-
guish the blaze to no avail. No 
one was injured. Although the 
building’s structure was not 
destroyed, nearly everything 
inside was destroyed. 

HAVE A GREAT BIRTHDAY, CHRIS!
 Birthday greetings are sent to Dr. Chris 
Durham Sept. 26, from his wife Courtney, 
daughters Abigail and Penelope and son 
Jackson; mother-in-law Leslie and husband 
Fred Flickinger; sister-in-law Kimberly 
Lipina and husband Matt; and both sets of 
grandparents Marie and David Flickinger 
Olive Falkowski and John Fairchild.

JOHN CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY!
 Happy birthday wishes are sent to John 
Laurino Sept. 27, from his friends and fami-
ly.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays 
Sept. 22 through Sept. 28.

Atkinson Elementary
 Christopher Bui, Atkinson principal, 
enjoys a birthday Sept. 27.

Burnett Elementary
 Join in a happy birthday chorus Sept. 28 
to Bernice Barraza.

Bush Elementary
 The day for a birthday gift for Kassandra 
Aguilar is Sept. 24.

Frazier Elementary
 Dina Edwards marks a day of celebra-
tion Sept. 26.

Varela enjoys a birthday Sept. 24. Aaron 
Mathews celebrates a birthday Sept. 28.

 FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, Sept. 22: Joe Garza, Larry 
Swann, Michael Rummel, Shawnie 
Moses and Gwen Ohman; Friday, Sept. 23: 
Marcus Anthony, Carla McKay, Cheney 
Tamez, Gloria Tran, Cynthia Rodriguez 
and Lauren Allen; Saturday, Sept. 24: 
Paola Medel, Harold Barron, Lissa 
Stephens-Bell, Lindy Hoggard, Brenda 
Flewellen, Karl Wilkerson, Obed Valdez, 
Jason Rendon, Debra Kendrick, Kim 
Martinez and Angela Shaulis; Sunday, 
Sept. 25: Key Voh Patches, Jamie 
Olivares, Melonie Conaway, Ronell Ram 
and Kevin Sockwell; Monday, Sept. 26: 
Dina Edwards, Tripp Harris and Mike 
Flinn; Tuesday, Sept. 27: Nicole Garcia, 
Yvette Rodriguez and Ashley McGuinty; 
and Wednesday, Sept. 28: Megan Medina, 
Esmerelda Rodriguez, Anna Benavidez, 
Tam Vo and Christina Guth.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject 
line by Friday noon for the next week’s pub-
lication. For birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends 
Celebrate Birthdays” in the subject line.

Meador Elementary
 The day for a party for Rosario Reyes 
and Celeste Skipper is Sept. 23. Marking a 
birthday Sept. 26 is Connie Daumas.

Moore Elementary
 The day for a birthday cake and ice 
cream for Celena Hudspeth is Sept. 26.

South Belt Elementary
 The day for a double-layer cake and ice 
cream for Raquel Cavazos and Leslie 
Mathew is Sept. 22. Blow out the candles 
for a birthday celebration for Kassandra 
Luna Hernandez Sept. 26.

Melillo Middle School
 Send a humorous birthday card to Megan 
Medina Sept. 28.

Roberts Middle School
 Erik Ramos enjoys a birthday Sept. 
23. Remember to wish Luz Faz a happy 
birthday Sept. 26. DeRonda Pitre-Preston 
enjoys a birthday Sept. 27.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Break out the balloons and the birthday 
cake Sept. 22 for Stacey Barber.  Light the 
birthday candles Sept. 25 for Grant Pector.

Dobie High
 Blow out the candles on a cake Sept. 22 
for Monika Mackey. The day for a party 
for Denice Smajstrla is Sept 23. Martha 

Continued from Page 1
CPTED-based action plan for 
their area.
 Houston communities 
are invited to register a team 
of up to eight individuals. 
Teams consisting of a mix of 
people is suggested, such as 
residents, apartment manag-
ers, business owners or man-
agers and faith leaders. The 
right mix for specifi c neigh-
borhoods is up to the partici-
pants. 
 Residents can also register 
to participate in the training 
solo to share what they learn 
with their communities.
 To register for the work-
shop, go to www.houstontx.
gov/onesafehous ton/cpt
ed-workshop.html. 

Crime workshop jump ...

Continued from Page 1
ulation even exists. 
 According to Barbour, 
Sagemont Civic Club has 
received the following re-
sponses from each of the 
city’s respective depart-
ments:
 – The Department of 
Neighborhoods chooses to 
not enforce this ordinance.
 – ParkHouston has said 
they do not enforce this or-
dinance.
 – HPD said there are only 
three specifi c offi cers that 
can enforce this ordinance. 
 Barbour said that while 
these offi cers have helped in 
the past, they are stretched 
very thin with other priori-
ties.
 Adding to the confusion, 
Barbour said she was told by 
an offi cial in the city’s Traf-
fi c Operations Division that 
no such ordinance exists. 
Barbour was reportedly told 
by the city staffer to provide 
proof that Sagemont was en-
rolled in such a “so-called 

City ordinance jump ...

Continued from Page 1
ty Sheriff’s Offi ce and the Har-
ris County Precinct 2 and Pre-
cinct 8 constable offi ces will 
all be participating in various 
functions. 
 South Belt residents within 
the city limits who are plan-
ning a block party and wanting 
to have a police visit, should 
contact HPD Offi cer Richard 

ordinance.”
 “My neighborhood, 
Sagemont, along with 
Sagemont Park and Kirk-
wood, jumped through 
hoops to opt into an ordi-
nance for the betterment of 
our communities, only to 
fi nd that it is almost impos-
sible to get it enforced,” said 
Barbour in a recent letter to 
the Houston District E City 
Council member and Mayor 
Pro-Tem Dave Martin. “We 
are very disappointed in the 
responses we have received 
from the city in the last sev-
en years since our applica-
tions were approved. The 
enforcement departments 
named in the ordinance to 
enforce it refuse to do so. I 
certainly was not aware that 
departments within the city 
could pick and choose which 
laws to enforce.”
 Houston District D City 
Council Member Carolyn 
Evans-Shabazz’s offi ce was 
also contacted by Barbour 
for assistance in the matter.

 For additional informa-
tion, call 713-308-3200.

One Safe Houston
 One Safe Houston is a $53 
million investment aimed at 
crime reduction. 
 The comprehensive vi-
olence reduction initiatives 
link research-based strategies 
to improve public safety and 
reduce the harms caused by 
violent crime.
 The initiative focuses on 
four (4) key areas:
 – Violence Reduction and 
Crime Prevention.
 – Crisis Intervention, Re-
sponse and Recovery.
 – Youth Outreach Oppor-
tunities.
 – Key Community Part-
nerships.

Buitron at 281-642-3484 or 
Buitron@Houstonpolice.org. 
 Most residents outside of 
the city limits having parties 
should contact Precinct 2 Con-
stable Jerry Garcia’s offi ce at 
713-477-2766. 
 The sooner law enforce-
ment agencies are aware of an 
NNO event, the better chance 
an offi cer can attend.

National Night Out jump ...

Genoa Elementary celebrates
Western Heritage Day Sept. 16

 Geona Elementary re-
cently hosted volunteers 
from the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo Speaker 
Committee, culminating a 
weeks-long celebration of 
the Old West.
 To commemorate the oc-

Genoa fourth-grad-
er Amy Saucedo 
(right) said her fa-
vorite part of the 
school’s recent cel-
ebration of the Old 
West was watch-
ing the bull riding 
videos because it 
was funny watch-
ing the riders fall 
off. Saucedo is pic-
tured showcasing 
her back-bending 
skills.

 The Texas Art Education 
Association (TAEA) recently 
announced that Clear Creek 
ISD is one of 59 winners of 
the 2022 District of Distinc-
tion Award. The district re-
ceived the honor for providing 
a well-rounded education that 
advocates and integrates visual 
arts curriculum to inspire cre-
ativity and build social emo-
tional learning that connect 
learners to their community 
and beyond. 
 “Visual and performing arts 
(VPA) is and has always been 

a cornerstone of excellence in 
our school district,” said Inter-
im Superintendent Dr. Karen 
Engle. “This award is a testa-
ment to the high standard of 
work and commitment of our 
staff members and VPA de-
partment.”
 For the 2022 award, more 
than 1,200 districts were eligi-
ble to apply. Each district sub-
mitted documentation they met 
from the rigorous 14-point ru-
bric over the 2021-2022 school 
year. 
 Only 59 districts met the 

CCISD wins 2022 TAEA Award

South Belt honors Hispanic heritage

In celebration of National Hispanic Heritage Month, 
students and faculty displayed pride in their heritage 
by dressing in tradtional garb. Shown from left to 

right are Gretta Gracia, Penelope Castellanos, Melaine 
Arreola, Alessia Perez, Maribel Gonzales and third-
grade teacher Nancy Hernandez.

casion, the campus had been 
intricately decorated, includ-
ing homemade fence posts, 
desert landscapes and draw-
ings of cowboys. 
 One classroom had been 
decorated to look like a gen-
eral store.

high standard and will receive 
the outstanding honor indicat-
ing they are in the top 4 percent 
in art education of districts in 
the state.
 “Clear Creek ISD has set 
a high standard for visual arts 
advocacy, integrated visual 
arts curriculum, encouraged 
creativity, community partic-
ipation, and student growth,” 
said Sandra Newton, chair of 
the Administration and Super-
vision Division of TAEA. “It is 
a true testament to your visual 
art educators’ skill, dedication, 

and fl exibility that the quality 
of their programs continued 
to provide strong and compre-
hensive visual art educational 
experiences to students.”
 This is the fourth year that 
TAEA is honoring districts 
that meet rigorous criteria as 
evidenced from data. 
 Clear Creek ISD will be 
recognized at the TAEA Ad-
ministration and Supervision 
Division meeting and General 
Session during the TAEA Fall 
Conference General Assembly 
on Nov. 10, 2022.

 Normal curriculum was 
put on hold for the day, while 
each classroom would in-
stead deliver its own presen-
tation on a selected subject. 
 Classes would rotate with 
one another on the school’s 
normal school bell system to 
see the next class’s prepared 
presentation. Time, however, 
did not allow students to view 
all the presentations.
 A favorite of students was 
the presentation on the Pony 
Express that had children 
running around the classroom 
pretending to be bandits and 
Native Americans.
 Another highlight was 
the art classroom that was 
playing videos of bunking 
broncos that had both stu-
dents and teachers alike 
laughing.

Kutra, Kincaid to marry 
The soon-to-be newlyweds Aaron 
Kutra and Amanda Kincaid eager-
ly share their engagement announce-
ment with the community. Kutra grew 
up in the South Belt area, his parents 
still residing locally. Growing up play-
ing Little League in South Belt, he at-
tended Frazier Elementary, Thompson 
Intermediate and was a Dobie High 
School’s Class of 2010 graduate, having 
also played four years of football and 
baseball in high school. Graduating 
from Texas A&M University in 2014, he 
currently is a math teacher and football 
and basketball coach at Thompson In-
termediate. Kincaid is a Class of 2012 
Cypress Ridge High School graduate, 
and also earned her master’s degree in 
professional school counseling in May 
of this year from Texas A&M Univer-
sity. Right now, she is a teacher with 
Klein ISD and hopes to become a school 
counselor next year. Kincaid and Kutra 
live in the house they bought together 
in Iowa Colony, and after their Novem-
ber wedding they plan to honeymoon in 
London, England.

 Community leaders from 
the Bay Area Houston re-
gion are collaborating with 
the Bay Area Houston Eco-
nomic Partnership and the 
Houston Airport System for a 
very important cause that has 
affected so many – Human 
Traffi cking Prevention and 
Awareness. 
 Spreading knowledge and 
awareness is a critical factor 
in the fi ght against this hei-
nous crime. 
 In 2020, Texas ranked sec-
ond in the nation for reported 
human traffi cking cases. This 
free event is open to the pub-
lic. Registration is required. 

Visit www.eventbrite.com 
and key in Ellington Area 
Human Traffi cking Aware-
ness & Prevention Event in 
the search bar.
Details of event; Friday, Nov. 
4, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.; 
Lonestar Flight  Museum, 
11551 Aerospace Ave., Hous-
ton, Texas 77034
 Individuals from cham-
bers, businesses, law enforce-
ment, churches, and govern-
ment, as well as advocates 
and survivors, join to address 
the impact of human traffi ck-
ing in our neighborhoods and 
resources available to combat 
this horrifi c crime.

 News Conference at 
10:30 a.m. till 11 a.m.; Har-
ris County Sheriff Ed Gon-
zalez, Pasadena Mayor Jeff 
Wagner, representatives from 
the Department of Homeland 
Security, law enforcement, 
the Houston Airport System, 
local advocacy groups, and 
human traffi cking survivors 
will address prevention, pro-
tection, and partnership.
  Panel Discussion
11:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
 The moderator will be 
Kerri Taylor, Unbound Now 
Houston Executive Director
    The panelists include:
• Special Agent Danielle La-

BAHEP to host human traffi cking meeting
Fosse, Department of Public 
Safety State Trooper
• Amanda Amore, Texas Fo-
rensic Nurse Examiners Clin-
ical Manager
• Chris Alston, Clear Creek 
Community Church Pastor
• Mother of a traffi cked child 
from local area
 There will be a walk-
through exhibit showcasing 
artifacts from the human traf-
fi cking industry.
 Advocacy groups will be 
in attendance to give details 
on available local resources.
 A BBQ sandwich lunch 
will be provided following 
the event.

Genoa kindergarten teacher Maria Dobbles (center) is 
shown above with students Khristian Saldana and Zeline 
De La Rosa, as she teaches students about the Pony Ex-
press during the campus’s recent celebration of the Old 
West.  Photos by Madisson T. Duke

 Harris County Public 
Health recently announced 
it will provide the Moderna 
bivalent COVID-19 booster 
vaccine to eligible residents 
at sites located throughout 
the county.
 The Moderna bivalent 
booster is authorized for in-
dividuals 18 years and older. 
The Pfi zer bivalent booster 
dose is authorized for indi-
viduals 12 years and older. 
HCPH recommends that in-
dividuals utilize the Centers 
for Disease Control & Pre-
vention’s (CDC) online vac-
cination tool to see when or 
if one is eligible can get an 
updated COVID-19 booster 
dose. 
 The updated bivalent 
boosters are administered 
in a single dose and pro-
vide protection against the 
original COVID-19 strains 
and the Omicron vari-
ant. Earlier this month the 
Texas Department of State 
Health Services estimated 
that more than 99 percent 
of COVID-19 cases in Tex-
as were Omicron variant 
cases. 
 Residents who are un-
certain of their COVID-19 
vaccination status and el-
igibility are encourage to 
check with their health care 
provider to learn more.
 COVID-19 vaccinations 
are free at all HCPH desig-
nated sites and appointments 
are not required, although 

recommended. Visit vac-
strac.hctx.net or call 832-
927-8787 for scheduling. To 
fi nd a nearby location, visit 
publichealth.harriscountytx.
gov/Resources/2019-Nov-
el-Coronavirus/Register-
for-COVID-19-Vaccine# 
covid-vaccine-map-dash 
board.

Harris County offers 
updated COVID vax
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

 NASA • 281-557-3500  1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45
League City • 281-334-2175  2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Dine-In • To-Go
Curbside • Catering

Order Online @ www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Margaritas to-go,
available with food orders!

Gift Cards • Party Rooms • Lunch & Daily Specials

Local Delivery/ Curbside Pick-Up

281-369-9000
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.
Sun. - Thurs. 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Fri. & Sat.

Choose DAN’S to Dine!
Danosaurus

30 inch 1 topping pizza $39.99
Every Day Carry-Out Specials $9.99

16-inch single-topping or
12-inch 3-topping

2 pizza slices & a canned drink $6
11210 Scarsdale

(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 10/15/22.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

11101 Resource Pkwy.    281-484-9006
1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109    832-736-9006  

We have space available at each location

Now enrolling for the fall 2022 term.
Transportation from CCISD,  

Pasadena ISD, and Pearland ISD.

Call for our weekly rate specials!
COME LEARN:
• RESPECT
• FOCUS
• CONFIDENCE
• DISCIPLINE
• AND MORE

USA KARATE

• Weekly Fee 
 Includes Karate
 Training

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
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$
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

More Buyers. 
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.
DON’T LET THIS  

RECORD BREAKING 
MARKET PASS  

YOU BY!
281-464-SOLD (7653)

New Listing! Sageglen -  Beautiful 4-2.5-2 DET with study and 
game room! Updated kitchen and bathrooms! #GAT

New Listing! Pearland -  Lovely 4-3.5-2ATT, large formal dining, 
second floor game room with open balcony to den, covered patio! #FALL

NEW! Ashley Pointe - Gorgeous 4-3.5-3 one story on the lake in 
gated section!! Formal dining, fabulous chef’s kitchen, plantation shutters 
throughout! #Ana

NEW! Sageglen - Huge 5 bedroom, 3.5 baths, formal dining, study, 3 
car detached garage, portecohere, and POOL!  #SCT

Friendswood - Beautiful 5-3.5-6 estate home with game room, media 
room, elevator and more on almost 5 acres with pool, RV storage, barn! #MYRSOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD in 3 DAYS

At left, Dobie ju-
nior Kyla Lobo was 
among the medalists 
for the varsity girls’ 
cross-country team 
as she medaled with a 
13th-place finish at La 
Porte in the 5,000-me-
ter event with  time of 
20 minutes, 50.50 sec-
onds. Junior Penelope 
Rios of host La Porte 
was the top overall 
medalist at 19:58.60. 

Garcia leads Dobie girls at La Porte 5,000
Dobie’s Ashlee Gar-

cia continued to lead the 
Lady Longhorns’ varsity 
cross-country team toward 
what they hope is another 
district championship run 
early next month.

 As many of Region III’s 
top individual competitors 
and their teams convened 
at La Porte’s Northwest 
Park for a series of runs, 
Garcia was third overall 
in the varsity girls’ 1A 

5,000-meter event, with 
La Porte junior Penelope 
Rios the top overall fin-
isher in a time of 19 min-
utes, 58.60 seconds. Marin 
Goebel, a sophomore from 
private school St. Ag-

nes took second place in 
a time of 20:10.00, with 
Garcia third in an impres-
sive finish of 20:11.30.
 Dobie, the District 22-
6A cross-country team 
champion in both 2020 
and 2021, certainly ap-
pears to be the frontrunner 
this time around.
 Kyla Lobo, who as a 
sophomore joined Garcia 
on the 2021 title team, 
grabbed herself a medal 
at La Porte as her time of 
20:50.50 placed her 13th 
overall.
 Isela Munoz, also a 
previous league champion 
with Dobie, continues to 
run well as she rounds out 
her senior season.
 At La Porte, Munoz fin-
ished in a time of 21:09.20, 

20th place overall.
 Sophomore Lauren 
Garza, who will join Lobo 
as the team’s top returnees 
in 2023 was 23rd overall 
at La Porte as she clocked 
in with a time of 21:25.70.
 The Lady Longhorns’ 
fifth official finisher was 
Ashley Dunn as the se-
nior was 42nd overall at 
22:46.10.
 In what was a look into 
the future for the Lady 
Longhorns, Mariah Medi-
na and Isaura Correa were 
the locals’ top finishers 
in the junior varsity girls’ 
two-mile event.
  A sophomore, Medina 
was 41st for the race as 
she paced Dobie with a 
time of 14:55.60, and Cor-
rea, a freshman, was 42nd 
in a time of 14:59.20.
 Jasmine Mooney, a ju-
nior, was the Lady Long-
horns’ third overall finish-
er as her time of 15:12.90 
was 54th-best overall.
 Junior Jordan Davis 
clocked in at 15:50.50 for 
the 89th spot.
 The La Porte meet was 
a proving ground for the 
Dobie girls’ program as it 
continued to excel, and the 
boys’ teams also ran well.

Continued on Page 6

Memorial VB win over Dobie key in 22-6A
At right, Dobie libero 
Aly Frias (17) plays a 
ball back to the front 
row during the Lady 
Longhorns’ key Dis-
trict 22-6A matchup 
with Memorial Sept. 16 
at Dobie. With the two 
programs looking to 
stay close to co-front-
runner Deer Park, 
Memorial emerged un-
beaten in league play at 
3-0 (19-3 overall) with a 
20-25, 25-19, 25-17, 19-
25, 15-12 marathon win 
as  senior Savannah Lo-
pez led the Mavericks’ 
balanced attack with 
10 kills. Dobie junior 
Alexa Gonzalez had 17 
kills for Dobie (13-16, 
1-2) with fellow junior 
Naima LeBlanc finish-
ing with 12 kills. Frias, 
a junior, had 22 digs 
in the match. Dobie, 
which played at Chan-
nelview Sept. 20 after 
press time, will take on 
Sam Rayburn Sept. 23 
at home. Varsity match 
time is 5:30 p.m.
Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Dobie FB hosts Deer as 22-6A play opens

Dobie hosts Deer Park
Thurs., Sept. 22, 7 p.m. 
PISD Veterans Stadium

 Dobie will look to 
jump-start its season as it 
hosts defending District 
22-6A champion Deer 
Park Thursday, Sept. 22 
in the league’s opening 
night matchup at Pasadena 
ISD’s Veterans Stadium. 
Kickoff is set for 7 p.m.
 The Longhorns will 
look to quickly reverse a 
season that has included 
three straight road losses 
after an opening night win 
over Clear Brook.
 What looked like a 
tough three-game road 
stretch for the Longhorns 
proved to be just that. Do-
bie had chances to score 
in the fourth quarter but 
came up short in an even-
tual 17-14 loss to Grand 
Oaks. 
 The Conroe ISD-based 
Grand Oaks program is 
now 3-1 heading into 
league play of its own.
 In week three, the 
Longhorns were over-
matched in a 41-3 loss to 
Dickinson, which has won 
three straight games to get 

to 3-1 this season. In the 
Longhorns’ final nondis-
trict contest, Houston La-
mar cruised to a 35-7 win 
Sept. 16 at Delmar Sta-
dium, leaving the Long-
horns at 1-3 heading into 
22-6A play.
 Deer Park, meanwhile, 
enters league action with 
an unbeaten 4-0 mark af-
ter a 35-14 win over Clear 
Brook Sept. 16.
 Averaging a single point 
shy of 40 points per game, 
the Deer have gained more 
than 415 yards per game, 
tops in the District 22-6A 
ranks.
 Conversely, the Deer 
defense is giving up a 
league low of 221 yards 
per game and has allowed 
15 points per game.
 Deer Park’s Erasmo 
Canales has rushed for just 
over 500 yards this sea-
son and has scored eight 
touchdowns.
 Quarterback Rafael Ro-
bles has operated efficient-
ly at his position for the 
Deer, and Hayden Smith 

JFD grad Baldwin keys UNLV’s resurgence
At left, Johnathan 
Baldwin, a Class of 
2021 graduate and 
star running back on 
the Longhorns’ 2020 
district championship 
team, enjoyed his most 
productive game as a 
sophomore safety at the 
University of Nevada 
Las Vegas, recording 
seven tackles and a goal 
line pass breakup in 
the Rebels’ 52-27 home 
win over North Texas 
Sept. 17. Baldwin and 
his UNLV teammates 
will step up the compe-
tition with a Mountain 
West Conference game 
at Utah State Sept. 24 in 
Logan, Utah.

is one of the league’s most 
dangerous receivers.
 Dobie’s Jalen Baldwin 
worked free for a 70-yard 
touchdown against Lamar, 
but the Longhorns have re-
lied heavily on the running 
game to this point as soph-
omore Cameron Mathews 
and Raynard Hall have led 
the way.
 But Dobie to this point 

in the season is at the bot-
tom of the standings in 
points scored and total of-
fense.
 The great news for Do-
bie is that the slate is now 
wiped clean as the playoff  
chase begins. 
 The 22-6A crown be-
longs to Deer Park, but 
this is the chance for the 
Longhorns to rebound.

Unbeaten Deer keep Wolverines winless
 Despite some positive 
signs on both sides of the 
ball, Clear Brook’s varsi-
ty football program enters 
its District 24-6A opener 
against Clear Falls while 
in search of its first win of 
2022.
 Senior receiver Michael 
Lewis, who entered the 
season as the league’s top 
returnee at his position in 
terms of production, has 

come up with 13 catches 
for 200 yards and three 
scores, but the Wolver-
ines are otherwise at the 
bottom of the league num-
bers with just 275 yards 
through the air.
 Senior running back 
Jaylon Richardson con-
tinues to be a bright spot 
for the Wolverines with 
his 428 yards rushing to 
go with three scores, and 

Clear Brook vs. Clear Falls
Fri., Sept. 23, 7 p.m. 
Challenger Stadium

the Knights counter with 
David Smith, who has 436 
yards rushing and eight 
touchdowns.
 Clear Falls quarterback  
Landon Vessel leads all 

24-6A quarterbacks with 
662 yards through the air 
and four touchdowns as 
the Knights went 2-2 in 
nondistrict play through 
the first month.
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Freshman Div. Standings
Team W L T
League City 5 0 0
Angleton 5 0 0
Hitchcock 5 0 0
Southeast 5 0 0
Bay Area 4 1 0
Pearland Pats 4 1 0
Brazosport 3 2 0
Pearland Texans 3 1 0
North Shore 3 3 0
La Porte 2 3 0
East End 2 2 0
Barbers Hill 2 3 0
Magnolia Park 2 3 0 
Pasadena 2 3 0
Sagemont 1 4 0
Alvin 1 5 0
Manvel 0 5 0
Santa Fe 0             5             0
Southbelt 0 6 0

Sophomore Div. Standings
Team W L T
Hitchcock 6 0 0
Bay Area 5 1 0
Pearland Patriots 5 1 0
League City 4 1 0
Sagemont 4 1          0
Alvin 4 2 0
Pearland Texans 3 1 0
La Porte 3 2 0
Magnolia Park 3 2 0
Angleton 3 3 0
Brazosport 2 3 0
Southeast 2 3 0 
Barbers Hill 2 3 0
Manvel 1 4 0
North Shore 1 4 0
Pasadena 1 4 0
Southbelt 0 5 0
East End 0 5 0
Santa Fe 0 5 0

Junior Div. Standings
Team W L T
Pearland Pats 6 0 0
League City 5 0 0 
Pearland Texans 4 0 0
Angleton 4 2 0
Alvin 4 2 0
Brazosport 3 2 0 
Sagemont 3 2 0
Magnolia Park 3 2 0
Manvel 3 2 0
Barbers Hill 3 2 0 
Hitchcock 3 3 0
Bay Area 3 3 0
East End 2 3 0
Southeast 2 3 0 
Santa Fe 1 4 0
Pasadena 1 4 0
Southbelt 0 5 0
La Porte 0 5 0
North Shore 0 6 0

Senior Div. Standings
Team W L T
Hitchcock 6 0 0
Magnolia Park 5 0 0
League City 4 1 0
Pasadena 4 1 0 
Manvel 4 1          0
Southbelt 4 2 0
East End 4 2 0
Sagemont 3 2 0
Southeast 3 2 0
Bay Area 3 3 0
Pearland Patriots 3 3 0
Barbers Hill 2 3 0
Alvin 2 4 0
Brazosport 1 4 0
La Porte 1 4 0
Santa Fe 1 4 0
Angleton 1 5 0
Pearland Texans 0 4 0
North Shore 0 6 0

PeeWee Div. Standings
Team W L T
Bay Area 6 0 0
Pearland Pats 6 0 0
League City 4 0 0 
Hitchcock 5 1 0
Pasadena 4 1 0
Alvin 4 2 0
Angleton 4 2 0
La Porte 3 2 0
Santa Fe 2 3 0
Manvel 2 3 0
Sagemont 2 3 0
East End 2 4 0
Magnolia  2 3 0
Barbers Hill 1 3 0
Brazosport 1 4 0
Southeast 1 4 0
Southbelt 0 4 0
Pearland Texans 0 4 0
North Shore 0 6 0

Bay Area Football League Week 6 Results 
    Srs.  Jrs.  Sophs. Fr.      PWs
Dolphins         0             6                6        34             0
Sharks           48            54             63         0             1

Week 7 Games – Saturday, Sept. 24
Cowboys host Manvel, El Franco Lee Park

Dolphins on a bye week

Deer Park at Dobie

Humble at C.E. King

Beaumont West Brook
at Summer Creek

Pasadena Memorial
at Sam Rayburn

Shadow Creek
at Pearland

Clear Brook vs.
Clear Falls

Brazoswood at
Clear Creek

Clear Springs 
at Dickinson

Barbers Hill 
at La Porte

Foster at Friendswood

Last Week’s Results

Season record

South Belt 
football 

predictions

Dobie

CEK

BWB

Memorial

Shadow Creek

Falls

Brazoswood

Dickinson

La Porte

Foster

7-3

25-15

Dobie

CEK

Summer Creek

Memorial

Shadow Creek

Falls

Creek

Dickinson

Barbers Hill

Foster

6-4

25-15

Deer Park

CEK

Summer Creek

Memorial

Shadow Creek

Falls

Creek

Dickinson

Barbers Hill

Foster3

7-3

31-9

Dobie

CEK

Summer Creek

Memorial

Shadow Creek

Falls

Creek

Dickinson

La Porte

Foster

7-3

24-16

Deer Park

CEK

 Summer Creek

Memorial

Shadow Creek

Falls

Brazoswood

Dickinson

 Barbers Hill

Foster

8-2

31-9

John Bechtle Emory Gadd Troy Leland Stephen Sutton Debbie Vaughn

The Thompson Intermediate seventh-grade Lady Lions’ volley-
ball team placed second in the Queens Intermediate Invitational 
Tournament as they defeated Queens, Fairview and Westbrook 
along the way. Members of the team are, left to right, (front 

row) Lexi Rodriguez, Emily Nazario, Maleiyah Hoop, Emme 
Mejia, Savannah Tellez, Lily Salazar, (back row) Yosselin Bane-
gas, Natalia Uzoukwu, Kayla De Robles, Aja Breaux, Aly Garza 
and coach Kaylyn Harlan. 

Lady Lions’ seventh-grade VB takes second at Queens

Lutheran South cross-country keeps strong pace
 Jemma Riekart was at 
the fi nish line in a time of 
15:35.80 for 23rd place.
 In a time of 15:52.40, 
26th place went to the Pi-

oneers’ Madison Van Wie, 
and Madeleine Richards 
was 33rd with her time of 
17:17.70 to close out the 
scoring for the locals.

 A time of 17:46.40 
placed Becca Byrom 39th 
for LSA, and 19:27.90 for 
Emma Wells was 48th-
best.

 Another strong week 
in the books, the Pioneers 
seem to be on schedule as 
the postseason races get 
closer.

 The Lutheran South 
cross-country program 
kept its push toward the 
postseason going well 
with a great effort at the 
Providence Classical Pala-
din Invitational Sept. 17 in 
Spring.
 As they have done for 
much of the season, the 
Gaitans were at the fore-
front for the Pioneers in 
the 5,000-meter varsity 
race. 
 A time of 17:23.20 
had Marcus Gaitan sev-
enth overall, while Mat-
thew Gaitan clocking of 
17:47.90 was ninth best.
 A time of 19:57.30 
gave the Pioneers’ Tristan 
Haver 38th place, and a 
time of 20.58.90 was good 
enough for the Pioneers’ 
Nathan Mendoza to nab 
50th place. 
 The team’s fi fth offi -

cial scorer was Gabriel 
Salazar, 54th in a time of 
21:03.20.
 The Pioneers’ Noah 
Robert placed 59th for 
his squad with a time of 
21:19.80.
 Closing things out for 
the LSA varsity boys’ 
squad, senior Lucas Wells  
had a time of 22:42.10 for 
76th place.
 The Lutheran South 
varsity girls were second 
overall in the two-mile 
race as The Woodlands 
Christian was fi rst by a 
considerable margin. 
 At 15:16.80 in the 
two-miler, LSA freshman 
Elisabeth Hergenrader 
was 18th overall to lead 
the varsity group.
 Lanie Ward was next 
as her time of 15:33.50 
placed her 22nd as she ex-
celled.

JFD cross-country program
challenges elite fi eld at LP
Continued from Page 5

Avila leads JFD boys
 Senior Jovani Avila was 
the Longhorns’ top fi nish-
er in the varsity 5,000-me-
ter event, which was won 
by Clear Lake’s Sam Gol-
la in a time of 15:20.60.
 The Longhorns’ Jose 
Munoz also ran well as he 
was in at 18:12.30 for 36th 
place, and 41st place and 
a time of 18:31.00 went to 
Dobie sophomore Conner 
Torres.
 Dobie’s Fransisco Dunn 
(19:05.70) and Simon 
Sepulveda (19:10.50), 
both juniors, went back-

to-back for 52nd and 53rd 
place, respectively, and 
Dobie’s Pedro Acevedo 
was 55th with his time of 
19:14.20.   
 The Longhorns’ Jorge 
Jasso placed 68th with a 
time of 20:15.30.
Wilson heads JV effort

 The Longhorns’ Ant-
woine Wilson was 45th 
in the junior varsity boys’ 
5,000-meter event to front 
the local effort.
 Others running for Do-
bie included Martin Mar-
tinez (20:52.40), Lucius 
Monarez (20:54.00), Max 
Delgado (21:13.40), San-

tino Perez (21:20.10), 
Carter Wright (21:57.70), 
Caden Wright (22:38.10) 
and Michael Gutierrez 
(23:09.50).

Freshmen shine
 In the freshman boys’ 
two-mile event, the Long-
horns were led by Johan 
Villavicencio as he ran 
a superb race en route to 
eighth-place and a medal 
at 11:38.40. 
 Harrison Henderson 
of Dobie was 61st overall 
with a run of 13:43.30 as 
he and Villavicencio were 
the lone competitors for 
the Longhorns.

Dobie varsity girls’ 
cross-country standout 
Isela Munoz (387) con-
tinued to build toward 
a strong fi nish to her 
senior season as she 
fi nished the 5,000-me-
ter event at La Porte 
with a clocking of 21 
minutes, 09.20 seconds 
for 20th place overall. 

Dobie tennis 18, Memorial 1
Boys’ doubles
1) William Ho/Ryan Le (D) def. Jacob Condado/Shane Daly, 6-0, 6-0.
2) Pitou So/Thang Tran (D) def. Muhammad Hernandez/Oscar Lima, 6-1, 7-6 
(7-5).
3) Diego Flores/Nolan Tran (D) def. Aaron Jones/Khan Phan, 6-1, 6-3.

Girls’ doubles
1) Ashley Huynh/Hailey Maldonado (D) def. Victoria Chioreanu/Anna Le, 6-7 
(7-4), 7-5, 10-5.
2) Tiffany Tran/Natalie Vo (D) def. Huong Nguyen/Julissa Salinas, 6-1, 6-0.
3) Leena Pham/Kayla Tran (D) def. Roseli Bisono/Xitlaly Trevino, 6-0, 6-1.6

Mixed doubles
1) Leslie Figueroa/Dominic Ortiz (D) def. Mariana Yado/Arslan Chaudhry, 6-0, 
6-0.

Boys’ singles
1) William Ho (D) def. Jacob Condado, 6-1, 6-1.
2) Dominic Ortiz (D) def. Shane Daly, 6-0, 6-0.
3) Thang Tran (D) def. Oscar Lima, 6-0, 6-0.
4) Ryan Le (D) def. Muhammad Hernandez, 6-0, 6-1.
5) Diego Flores (D) def. Khan Phan, 6-1, 6-1.
6) Nolan Tran (D) def. Aaron Jones, 6-1, 6-0.

Girls’ singles
1) Victoria Chioreanu (PM) def. Hailey Maldonado, 6-4, 6-7 (7-2), 10-3.
2) Tiffany Tran (D) def. Anna Le, 6-0, 6-0.
3) Natalie Vo (D) def. Julissa Salinas, 6-0, 6-0.
4) Ashley Huynh (D) def. Huong Nguyen, 6-0, 6-0.
5) Leena Pham (D) def. Xitlaly Trevino, 6-0, 6-1.
6) Kayla Tran (D) def. Roseli Bisono, 6-0, 6-3.

 A seemingly ho-hum 
seventh-place match vic-
tory to close out the Re-
membering Ike Invita-
tional has given the Dobie 
varsity tennis squad a 
boost of confi dence as 
District 22-6A play has 
continued this month.
 In keeping with its 
years-long dominance 
within the Pasadena ISD 
ranks, Dobie crushed Me-
morial 18-1 in moving to 
2-1 in league play after an 
opening loss to Deer Park.
 The Longhorns then 
moved to 3-1 Sept. 20 as 
Channelview forfeited its 
match against the Long-
horns due to not having 
enough players to cover 
the 19 required matches.
 “It does seem as though 
the Pearland victory to 
close out the Ike invita-
tional gave us a breath of 
fresh air,” said Dobie head 
coach Manuel Moreno Jr.
 “To be honest, the kids 
really have been working 
very hard since Aug. 1 to 
put together a good string 
of results.
 “The schedule we have 
played has been tough, so 
it’s nice to see the kids see 
some positives come out 
of the matches.”
 Going into the Me-
morial matchup, Moreno 
was concerned how his 
team would match up. The 
Mavs’ top girls’ singles 
player, Victoria Chiorea-
nu is as talented as any-
one in the district. Dobie’s 

Hailey Maldonado played 
very well despite losing a 
super tiebreaker.
 Maldonado and dou-
bles partner Ashley Huynh 
then turned the tables in 
the No.1 slot, handing 

Chioreanu and her partner, 
Anna Le, their fi rst loss of 
the season.
 “I’m proud of the kids,” 
Moreno said. “We have 
won three straight and 
have a chance to get the 

No. 2 playoff seed down 
the road. It’s been nice to 
see the kids playing bet-
ter and seeing the results 
as a group. I think it’ll 
come down to the Rayburn 
match. We’ll be ready.”

JFD tennis easily handles Mavs



       SERVICE

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates
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Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$50 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

CALENDAR

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

LAWN & GARDEN

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

Support
Leader

Advertisers

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A/C & Appliance Repair
• Former Sear’s Technician
• Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

HELP WANTED

Hair Care 
Gallerie

Booth Rentals 

Available at 
11211 Sageglen Dr.

Call/Text 
281-467-4863

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Clara Leal ‘93 Pearland Grad
David Hernandez ‘15 Dawson Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

• V
• H

76 Dobie Grad
Pearland Grad
ez ‘15 Dawson Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Since 
1978

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE. Kobalt tool 
chest, fits pickup and is 
in good condition. Size 4 
feet 9 inches long, 1 foot 
20 inches wide and 19 
inches deep. Call 713-
991-3679. 10-6
FOR SALE. Ornate king-
size bed frame, head-
board, footboard and two 
side panels, in excellent 
condition. $850 OBO. 
Call 281-460-8539 or 
713-851-1417.  9-29

SERVICE
ALL SEASON WOOD 
FENCES. Installation  
and repair, interior & 
exterior painting,  drywall  
repair and installation 
and pressure washing. 
Free estimates. Call 832-

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectrictexas.org TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available TACLB002755C

Call for Free Estimates.

A/C Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

FULL REMODELING
 

281-779-5053
www.facebook.com/zamudio.poly

Blessing Painting

281-488-3362
Eco-Pest, Inc.

PEST

TM

ARRESTERS

Good Driving Record Required. Background 
Check. Experience Preferred. Will Train.

PEST CONTROL TECHNICIAN

LEADER 
READERS

25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

See Friday’s notice. 
11 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, En-
glish) – meets at Revive Church, 1062 Fair-
mont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
room #111. Call 281-487-8787.
1 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – offers a 
knitting class, Saturdays 1 p.m. Call 281-479-
7285 prior to coming.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
8 a.m./10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
– has worship Tuesday at 11:30 a.m., Wednes-
day at 7 p.m. (Bible study, Book of Revelation, 
at 6 p.m.) and Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:15 
a.m.,11456 Space Center Blvd. Call 281-479-
7285. 
2 p.m. Grief Support Group – Meets Sunday 
at Revive Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena. Call 281-487-8787.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 
12-Step program, in the Life Kids Chapel at 
Life Church, 9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 713-
419-2635.
8 p.m. AA – Meeting. See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
10 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday’s 
notice.
1:30 – 3 p.m. Hometown Heroes Dance – at 
Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City 
Parkway, is now open. Volunteers Jerry and 
Edith Sanford teach lessons Mondays with a 
different dance rhythm each month. Park activ-
ity cardholders attend free. Call 281-554-1180 
for details.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday 
at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. COVID-19 vaccination 
required. Call 281-488-2923 for details.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Toastmasters – The Young 
Professionals Southeast Toastmasters Club 
#05324194 meets virtually with the exception 
of the second and fourth Mondays (in person) 
at https://youngprofessionalstoast
masters.com. Visit the website or call 281-467-
1880. 
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill,” Revive 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets at 
6117 Broadway St., Pearland, or on Zoom. 
See website calendar or call 281-485-3634.
10 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-
of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time 
kitchen. Monday – Friday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
204 S. Main, Pasadena. Call 713-472-0565 for 
appointment.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or at https://aahouston.
org/meetings/imperfect-nooners. Call 713-
686-6300.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
10 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
6:30 p.m. Bay Area Genealogical Society – 
meets either online or at University Baptist 
Church, 16106 Middlebrook Dr., Clear Lake.  
Virtual attendees need to register for each 
webinar session. Visit www.TxBayAreaGen.
org. 
7 p.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – For 
details on the 7 p.m. Friday night or the 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday service, Judaism classes, fi lm series 
and lunch with the Rabbi, visit https://www.shaar
hashalom.org.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group of NA, open, 
2930 E. Broadway, Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). Call 713-661-4200.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets 
at CrossRoads UMC Fridays, 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. AA – meets at CrossRoads UMC 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
7:30 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
9:30 a.m. Congregation Shaar Hashalom – 

– #0683 Friendswood chapter meets at the 
Friendswood Methodist Church, 110 N. Friend-
swood Dr. in the educational  bldg, room 201. 
For information, call Lynette Ringrose 832-
858-4617 or Dorothy Pourteau 713-875-8820.
7 p.m. AA – St. Luke’s 12-Step Recovery in 
the Education Bldg. in room 4, 11011 Hall Rd. 
Call 832-725-8479.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group. See Friday’s 
notice.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
10 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
10 a.m. American Begonia Society – 
Houston Satellite meets on the fourth Tuesday, 
at Helen Hall Library, 300 W. Walker in League 
City. No meetings during holiday weeks. For 
information, call Joe at 281-481-2458.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday’s 
notice.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group. See Friday’s no-
tice.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
7 a.m. AA – “Breakfast With Bill.” See 
Thursday’s notice.
10 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday’s 
notice.
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Hometown Heroes 
Humpday Dance – at Hometown Heroes 
Park, 1001 E. League City Parkway, League 
City, 77573, is open. Neva and Bill Schroder 
coordinate Wednesday sessions for casual 
ballroom dancing (not dance lessons). Park 
activity cardholders attend free. Call 281-554-
1180 for details. 
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – See 
Sunday’s notice.
7 p.m. NA – Vigilance Group. See Friday’s 
notice.
8 p.m. AA – Meeting. See Friday’s notice. 

Wanted
Part-Time Office Staff/Assistant

Located in the South Belt Area

Looking for individual with computer &  
verbal skills

Detail oriented, needs experience  
with Outlook, Access & Word 

Small Office with 
Flexible Hours: Mon. - Thur.

Salary is commensurate with abilities.

Send resume with current phone number to: 
worker.needed101@gmail.com

406-0183.  9-22
CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 12-1
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.’s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 12-1

LOST CAT
Nutmeg, 1-year-old male 
cat. Last seen near 
Sagedowne and 
Sageriver, $75 reward, no 
questions asked. Please 
call if have any informa-
tion. 346-381-2644 or 
346-381-2576  9-29

NOW HIRING 

Position: Child Caregiver

Hours:  Typically, 2 pm – 6 pm,  Monday – Friday

Email resumes to karateusa@att.net
*  This job requires professionalism and positive interaction 

with school-age students and parents.
*  Applicants must pass criminal and FBI backround check 

before being hired. 
*  Applicants must have a good driving record and be able to 

transport students from school to the karate school.
*  For compensation details please email karateusa@att.net  

or call 281-484-9006.

Hydraulic equipment 
repair technician 

needed.

Flexible hours full or part 
time. Paid vacation and 
holidays.

Fluent Spanish required!

Will train the right 
person

$14.00 per hour and up 
with experience.

832-671-0978
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Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

 

*When following the program as instructed
Individual Results May Vary

Burleigh Chiropractic LLC
281-481-1623

11700 Beamer Rd. • Houston, TX 77089
www.burleighchiro.com

It’s time for you to come to class and learn 
how to lose those extra summer pounds! 
Dr Burleigh has helped 100’s of people 
implement this system and achieve their 
weight loss goals!

Most people lose 20-35 pounds
in just 6 weeks!* 

Get in touch with us today and find 
out how to get started!

Longhorn varsity softball standout Clarissa Ramirez (center), a Dobie Class 
of 2023 graduate-to-be, will continue her education and softball career at 
San Jacinto College. Ramirez made her decision after a recruiting visit that 
included a tour of the SJC team facilities, hosted by head softball coach 
Kelly Saenz (right) and assistant coach Kelsey Walters. San Jacinto College, 
which has reached the National Junior College Athletic Association’s Divi-
sion I National Championship two consecutive seasons, has Dobie graduates 
Leslie Longoria and Shellie Ferguson on its current roster and will welcome 
Ramirez for the 2024 season.

Ramirez picks San Jac softball 

At left, Pasadena’s Ru-
ben Lara (9) led the 
District 22-6A ranks in 
rushing through three 
weeks and was nearing 
the 1,000-yard mark 
for his career. As the 
22-6A season begins 
Sept. 29, the Eagles 
hope to make a move 
in a league that has in 
recent seasons been 
led by Dobie and Deer 
Park.
Photo by Donna Alsdorf

Deer Park, Dobie lead off Sept. 29

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 Deer Park is the defend-
ing champion in District 
22-6A as the high school 
varsity football season 
moves into league play be-
ginning Sept. 22-24. 
 Through nondistrict 
play thus far in 2022, have 
there been signs pointing 
to a change at the top in 
either district? Maybe, yet 
maybe not.
 In 22-6A, Dobie hosts 
Deer Park Sept. 22 in 
what many of those in the 
know have viewed as the 
league’s championship 
game. 
 Dobie easily handled 
the Deer on the road in 
2020 to win its fi rst dis-
trict championship in 10 
seasons, only to see Deer 
Park turn the tables last 
season on the way to the 
crown.
 Deer Park and Dobie 
were 1-2 a season ago, 
while Channelview rode 
the two-way talents of 
quarterback Demetrias 
Charles, now a freshman 
at Angelo State University, 
to third place. 
 South Houston downed 
Memorial in a head-to-
head matchup to an even-
tual 3-3 fi nish for fourth 
place.
 Could it be that the 
winner on opening night 
in District 22-6A goes on 
to win the district title? 
Channelview and Pasa-
dena Memorial both won 
two of three games to start 
the season. 
 Are either of those pro-
grams ready to make a big 
move?
 Kam’ron Webb is in his 
third season as the starter 
at quarterback for South 

Houston. 
 Can he and talented 
running back Christian 
Epps generate enough of-
fense in the key matchups 
to return to the postsea-
son?
 There’s so much to un-
pack as the seven-week 
league schedules play out 
across 22-6A and 24-6A. 
Here’s a look at what has 
transpired to this point.
 The defending 22-6A 
champion Deer had to 
have some questions head-
ing into the season about 
just how the team would 
rebound from the loss of 
several key offensive piec-
es as well as others defen-
sively.
 So far, head coach Aus-
tin Flynn and his group 
have to be very pleased 
with the results. 
 Through three weeks, 
the Deer were undefeated 
with impressive wins over 
La Porte, Clear Creek and 
Beaumont West Brook.
 Outscoring its three 
foes by a combined 124 
to 49 and averaging 418 
yards of offense per out-
ing, the Deer have seem-
ingly not missed a beat 
early on this season and 
have to be viewed as a 
heavy favorite to repeat as 
22-6A champion.
 Erasmo Canales has as-
sumed the role of lead run-
ner in the offensive back-
fi eld and delivered 321 
yards and six touchdowns 
through three games.
 Meanwhile, Rafael Ro-
bles has excelled in his de-
but season at quarterback, 
passing for 500 yards and 
six touchdowns and rush-
ing for another 140.
 Returning All-District 
receiver Hayden Smith 

has picked up where he 
left off in 2021, this season 
averaging 24.5 yards per 
catch, with seven grabs for 
171 and three touchdowns 
through the three games.
 Defensively, the Deer 
have played well despite 
a late off-season change 
at defensive coordinator 
as the group allowed just 
over 16 points per outing.
 While Dobie lost back-
to-back nondistrict games 
for the fi rst time since the 
2018 season, there was 
still plenty with which to 
be pleased heading into 
the league opener at home 
against Deer Park Sept. 
29.
 True, the passing game 
will have to add a dimen-
sion to the offense that 
was lacking through three 
games. 
 But with Raynard Hall 
rushing for 250 yards and 
Cameron Mathews going 
for another 243 through 
three games, the Long-
horns can run the football 
with plenty of success.
 Jalen Baldwin can be 
effective both as a runner 
and pass catcher. Sim-
ply getting the ball in his 
hands should allow the 
Longhorns to utilize their 
team speed advantage.
 In the opener against 
Deer Park, Dobie will look 
to do a better job defen-
sively with the ball in the 
air.
 Smith was huge against 
the Longhorns in 2021, 
but the locals have gotten 
a strong effort from defen-
sive returnees Nigel Hill, 
Derrick Kelley and An-
fornee Lee and Aiden San-
chez contributed a pair of 
sacks through three weeks 
of the season.

 Previous history says 
that Deer Park and Dobie 
will occupy the two avail-
able Division I playoff 

spots out of District 22-
6A, with then programs 
such as Channelview, 
South Houston and Me-

morial remaining to go 
head-to-head for the two 
available postseason 
berths on the Division II 

side of things.
 Like Dobie, the Chan-
nelview Falcons entered 
the 2022 campaign need-
ing to replace a three-year 
starter at quarterback.
 Through three games, 
the Falcons won twice as 
junior Darius Clark-James 
stepped in and passed for 
more than 700 yards and 
fi ve touchdowns, with a 
72-yard scoring play go-
ing to dynamic receiver 
Marquis Neal for a touch-
down.
 Sophomore Traveon 
Jackson got much of the 
action in the backfi eld, go-
ing for 237 yards while av-
eraging 6.5 yards a carry.
 Neal, averaging nearly 
20 yards a grab through 
three games to go with 
three touchdowns, will be 
a concern for opposing de-
fenses, and Isaiah Thomas 
has also averaged more 
than 18 yards per catch as 
a fi rst-year varsity contrib-
utor.
 Channelview has a 
lengthy history of playing 
“outscore them” football 

but just may have the piec-
es in place to make a solid 
push in the 22-6A ranks.
 South Houston won a 
head-to-head battle with 
Memorial in 2021 and 
grabbed the second Divi-
sion II playoff seed behind 
Channelview,
 But the Mavericks re-
bounded nicely from an 
opening week loss and 
averaged 37 points in wins 
over Kempner and Clear 
Brook.
 Junior Jaylon Bell was 
one of the top returning 
running backs from 2021 
and has performed as such 
this season. 
 Scoring fi ve touch-
downs and averaging 6.5 
yards a carry, Bell very 
well could be a key player 
to help the Mavericks re-
bound for just two league 
wins.
 Memorial junior quar-
terback Hayden Stallings 
has also enjoyed a good 
start to his season, and re-
ceivers Michael Smith and 
Ethan Munoz have been 
able to enjoy success in 
the passing game.
 Moving forward, it 
would seem that Bell will 
be a focal point for the 
Mavericks as they aim for 
a playoff berth.
 At South Houston, ju-
nior Kam’ron Webb en-
tered the 2022 campaign 
as the longest-tenured 
starting quarterback in 
the district, and Webb’s 
continued growth at the 
position will be key as the 
Trojans look to secure an-
other postseason berth this 
season.

 Averaging 20 points per 
game and surrendering ba-
sically the same through 
three games, the Trojans 
went 1-2.
 Webb, looking to re-
bound after being dinged 
up just a bit in 2021, was 
seventh in rushing dis-
trictwide through the early 
going with 249 yards and 
fi ve of the team’s eight 
touchdowns, including a 
brilliant 49-yard scoring 
burst.
 Fellow junior Chris-
tian Epps is also someone 
the Trojans will continue 
to use to their benefi t in 
the running game as he 
had 237 yards and a pair 
of scores through three 
games.
 Jacob Sheppard, had 
a league-high 14 catches 
for 187 yards and a touch-
down in the three games, 
and Webb will continue to 
look for Sheppard as 22-
6A play opens.
 Sam Rayburn and Pas-
adena both won a game in 
the opening three weeks. 
Eagles’ senior Ruben 
Lara led the 22-6A ranks 
in rushing with 493 yards 
and four touchdowns, with 
teammate Alijah Cruz 
rushing for another 386 
yards and six touchdowns.
 The Texans, 2-2 
through four nondistrict 
outings, saw quarterback 
Esteban Nava complete 13 
passes to Chavodrian Har-
ris-Miles  for 170 yards 
and a score. 
 Sam Rayburn’s Jorge 
Vasquez rushed for 254 
yards as the Texans picked 
up their second win.

It’s Deer Park versus Dobie as 22-6A varsity football race kicks off 

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 The District 24-6A 
varsity football chase to 
the crown begins Sept. 29 
with an opening round of 
games involving six of the 
league’s seven programs.
 Count a 4-0 Bra-
zoswood team and the 
3-1 Clear Lake Falcons 
among those looking to 
elicit change within the 
ranks, but those in the 
know would be wise to ex-
pect much of the same as it 
relates to hierarchy.
 Prior to this season, 
Clear Springs had run off 
a record of 27-4 over the 
past fi ve seasons in district 
play, winning crowns in 
2018 and 2020. 
 Over that same fi ve-
year span, Dickinson had 
gone 26-4, missing out 
on a game during the pan-
demic-affected 2020 sea-

son. The Gators were the 
champions of District 24-
6A in 2019 and 2021.
 Thus far in 2022, the 
Gators have gone 3-1 en-
tering their huge head-to-
head battle, with Springs 
winning a pair to move to 
2-2 after consecutive loss-
es to Katy and Shadow 
Creek to begin the season.
 Dickinson lost 37-0 to 
Atascocita in week one 
but has since reeled off 
three straight wins, allow-
ing just 10 points in the 
wins while scoring 106,
 Clear Springs, which 
annually bites off one of 
the toughest nondistrict 
schedules in the region, 
surrendered 49 points 
to Katy and 37 more to 
Shadow Creek but has 
since bounced back with 
wins over Klein Forest and 
Huntsville.
 As it relates to the Class 

6A Division I postseason 
race in 24-6A, the No. 1 
playoff seed is likely to be 
decided Sept. 23 as Clear 
Springs visits Sam Vitanza 
Stadium in Dickinson to 
take on the Gators.
 Yet while Dickinson 
and Clear Springs have 
had a stronghold on the 
playoff seedings in the 
larger-enrollment Division 
I ranks, the 2022 Division 
II battle could very well be 
one of the most competi-
tive in recent memory.
 The current District 24-
6A alignment as it stands 
today has only existed 
since 2020, with upstart 
Clear Falls taking the DII 
top seed both seasons 
and Clear Creek outlast-
ing Clear Brook, Clear 
Lake and Brazoswood for 
fourth place and the re-
maining playoff seed.
 Make no mistake. The 

Knights of Clear Falls, for 
years a doormat in league 
play, are as talented as 
ever and could very well 
challenge for the school’s 
fi rst district championship 
in 2022. 
 Expect the Knights to 
secure a Division II play-
off seed.
 Where it relates to the 
other coveted Division 
II playoff seed, Clear 
Creek could very well be 
in for all it can handle in 
matchups with the likes 
of Brook, Lake and Bra-
zoswood.
 Given the usual strength 
of schedule disparity, 
it’s usually a foolhardy 
approach to go picking 
playoff contenders before 
league play begins. But 
through the fi rst month, 
it’s hard to ignore Bra-
zoswood’s unbeaten start 
and a 3-1 run by Lake.
 Brazoswood, which last 
had a winning season and 
postseason berth in 2012 
(6-5 overall), has come 
out of the gates at 4-0 un-
der fi rst-year head coach 
Joe Dale Cary, formerly of 
Hondo.
 With seven starters 
back on offense, the Bucs 
outscored its fi rst four 
nondistrict opponents 245 
to 100, with a 70-12 win 
over Northbrook punctu-
ating things in week three 
and a 63-21 win Sept. 16 
to stay unbeaten.
 At nearly 500 yards 
of offense an outing, the 
Bucs had also forced nine 
turnovers defensively for 
a plus-4 turnover edge 
through the three games.
 Brazoswood sopho-
more running back Jose 
Trevino has enjoyed quite 
a varsity debut, rushing for 
380 yards and eight touch-
downs, both league highs, 
on just 47 carries over 
three wins.
 Brazoswood balanced 
Trevino’s work with a 
steady effort from senior 
quarterback Issac Ponce, 
who threw for fi ve touch-
downs against just two in-
terceptions. 
 The Bucs’ Kade Bengt-
son and Anthony Trevi-
no also combined for 24 
catches, 198 yards and two 
scores.
 Defensively, Bra-
zoswood’s Croix Rivera 
intercepted two passes and 
logged six quarterback 
hits to go with fi ve from 
teammate Mason Dono-
van.
 A big 35-13 win over 
South Houston in third-
week action combined 
with a 42-21 win against 

Channelview also had 
Clear Lake feeling good 
about itself at 3-1 early on.
 Head coach Larry 
McRae touted the experi-
ence gained by as many as 
15 sophomore regulars a 
season ago as a big reason 
for optimism. 
 So far, the Falcons are 
pleased with the results.
 Defensively, Clear Lake 
allowed just under 230 
yards per game and had a 
plus-4 turnover ratio.
 Elijah Harris, aiming to 
build off of a stellar debut 
at tailback for the Falcons 
in 2021 has done just that 
with 248 yards, good for 
fourth districtwide, and 
four scores. Senior Tyler 
Minter contributed 145 
yards and a touchdown on 
36 totes.
 The Falcons’ Rodney 
Searles emerged as the 24-
6A receptions leader with 
17 through three weeks, 
going for 204 yards and 
three scores, and start-
ing quarterback Devin 
Lippold, another junior, 
passed for an effi cient 325 
yards and three touch-
downs,
 And while Clear Creek 
and Clear Brook were 
both winless through three 
weeks, the respective pro-
grams are as optimistic as 
ever entering league play.
 The Wildcats recovered 
in week four with a 48-12 
win over Pasadena Memo-
rial after scoring just 44 in 
its three previous losses.
 Clear Creek, looking to 
extend its playoff streak to 
four, saw Rocky Ketchum 
rush for 232 yards through 
three games. 
 Quarterback Bryson 
Drake threw for 302 yards 
and a pair of scores but 
also had fi ve interceptions.
The key factors for the 
Wildcats to this point? 
 A general lack of big-
play production and minus 

fi ve turnover disadvantage 
led to the team generating 
just 278 yards of offense 
per outing and just 44 total 
points in the three losses.
 Is what the Wildcats 
produced against Memo-
rial going to be more of 
the norm or will the team 
struggle to score?
 It’s only week one, but 
while Dickinson/Clear 
Springs factors big in the 
Division I bracket, the 
Clear Creek/Brazoswood 
winner will have an edge 
moving forward.
 Meanwhile, Clear 
Brook was still in search 
of its fi rst win under head 
coach Patrick Sanders as 
the programs had just 63 
total points in four games, 
each a loss.
 With 372 yards rush-
ing, Wolverine senior 
Jaylon Richardson was 
second among league run-
ning backs through three 
weeks. But the Wolverines 
struggled in the air early 
on. 
 Michael Lewis, who as 
a junior was the league’s 
leading receiver, had just 
eight grabs for 113 yards 
and a fi ve-yard touch-
down.
 With Brazoswood vis-
iting Clear Creek, Clear 
Falls taking on Clear 
Brook and Clear Springs 
visiting Dickinson Sept. 
23 to open play in 24-6A, 
the postseason picture 
could quickly develop.  
 While so much of the 
race promises to play out 
to previous form, hope 
springs eternal for all sev-
en programs.
 As top heavy as the 24-
6A ranks have been the 
past few seasons, the com-
petition for the postseason 
could very well ramp up in 
a hurry. Will it be the right 
time for Brazoswood or 
another squad? It’s time to 
fi nd out.

24-6A ranks poised to go to wire

Clear Brook’s Jaylen Price (6), who was an All-District defensive back in 2021, 
will do his part to help the Wolverines reach for a Division II playoff bracket 
spot as the District 24-6A race promises to be challenging.

Photo by David Flickinger
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