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Photo winners announced
 The July winners of the Leader’s 2015 va-
cation photo contest have been announced, 
with two area families tying for fi rst-place 
honors.
 The winning entries were the Mata family 
for their photos of their recent trip to Mexico 
that ran in the July 23 edition (specifi cally the 
photo of 4-year-old Gianna Mata posing with 
a baby tiger) and the Martinez family for their 
photos that have not yet been published of their 
trip to Canada to see the FIFA Women’s World 
Cup (specifi cally the photo of sisters Diveanne 
and Deanna Martinez with their faces painted 
patriotically like the U.S. fl ag).
 Each of the families received eight tickets 
to Schlitterbahn for the submissions.
 Photos are still being accepted for the 
month of August.
 A first- and second-place prize of Schlitter-
bahn tickets will be awarded to the best sub-
missions. The month’s first-place winner will 
be awarded eight tickets, while the month’s 
second-place winner will be awarded six tick-
ets.
 All submissions should include where and 
when the photo was taken, as well as identify 
each person in the picture and tell the story 
about the trip. All photos must be high resolu-
tion. Email photos to mynews@southbeltlead 
er.com. Do not compress photos when email-
ing.
 The deadline for entry is Tuesday, Aug. 18.

Donate school supplies
 St. Luke the Evangelist, 11011 Hall Road, 
is continuing to collect school donations for 
Operation Back Pack. Bring backpacks and 
school supplies to the church or church offi ce 
during August in order to help local school 
children in grades K-12 begin the school year.

Sageglen sets summer hours
 Sageglen Community Association summer 
offi ce hours are: Closed Monday, and open 
Tuesday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Lariaettes host dance clinic
 The J. Frank Dobie Lariaettes will hold their 
Summer Dance Explosion July 30 and July 31 
at Dobie. The clinic is open to both boys and 
girls in Pre-K through eighth grade. Clinic 
hours are from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day, with 
special awards and a show-off for parents be-
ginning at 3 p.m. on July 31.
 The clinic includes a souvenir and certifi -
cate. Lunch and snacks will be served both 
days. Participants will experience two days of 
dance, technique, crafts and games. The cost of 
the clinic is $40 in advance, which can be paid 
to any current Lariaette line member or $50 at 
the door.

Child care center reunion set
 The San Jacinto College South child care 
center will host a preschool reunion on Fri-
day, July 31, in the student center banquet 
room (Building 11) from 6 to 8 p.m. Former 
families and employees are invited to attend 
to reunite and share memories of the center 
before it closes later this summer. After serv-
ing the community for decades, the center will 
permanently shutter its doors Aug. 31 due to 
its aging facilities and related infrastructure. 
Refreshments will be served.

Stuchbery sets registration
 Stuchbery Elementary will hold Pre-K regis-
tration Tuesday, Aug. 11, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
To enroll in Pre-K, students must be 4 years old 
on or before Sept. 1 and must qualify for the 
program. Early registration for kindergarten 
through fourth grade will be held Wednesday, 
Aug. 12, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Thursday, 
Aug. 13, from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. For Pre-K re-
quirements or any additional information, call 
Stuchbery’s offi ce at 713-740-0752 or visit the 
PISD website at www.pasadenaisd.org.

Kirkwood to meet July 30
 The Kirkwood Civic Association will hold 
its monthly meeting Thursday, July 30, at the 
Sagemont Community Center, 11507 Hughes 
Road, at 6:30 p.m. For information, call Ericka 
McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990.

Genealogy group meets
 The Parker Williams Genealogy Group will 
meet Aug. 3, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the library at 
Scarsdale and Beamer. This group meets the 
fi rst and third Mondays to discuss genealogy 
research. Meetings are free and open to any-
one interested in tracing family history.

Senior Information Fair set
 St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church  
will host a senior 55+ information fair on 
Saturday, Aug. 8, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at its 
Cenacle Learning Center, 1750 Riverstone 
Ranch Road in Houston.
 There will be speakers on senior issues, 
vendor booths on Medicare, community, 
city and county services, senior vacation re-
sources, demonstrations from senior dancers 
including Zumba, along with door prizes and 
refreshments. The 55+ members of the South 
Belt community are invited to attend this in-
formative fair.

PISD to open community center

By Lori Rodriguez
 Houston Gateway Academy Charter School 
Inc. (HGA) is currently working to fi nalize a 
contract with a general contractor in order to 
begin construction on a new school in the Riv-
erstone Ranch subdivision that has been in the 
works since HGA purchased the tracts of land in 
March 2011. 
 Elite College Prep Academy - Riverstone will 
be built on two facing lots, totaling about nine 
acres, on Riverstone Boulevard and Kirksage.  It 
will include a three-story facility with such ame-
nities as a band hall, natatorium, basketball gym, 
soccer fi eld, full kitchen and cafeteria. The facil-
ity will have the capacity to hold 1,600 students. 
 Richard Garza, CEO, superintendent of Hous-
ton Gateway Academy, stated that HGA is aim-
ing to open its new campus in time for the 2016-

2017 school year.
 “We have all our permits completed and ev-
erything has been issued already,” Garza stated. 
“The only thing we need to do is pay for the con-
struction permit which we will do once we fi nal-
ize our contract with the general contractor.”
 HGA received their traffi c permit after an in-
dependent traffi c study, conducted by Traffi c En-
gineers Inc., was approved by the Harris County 
traffi c department. 
 “An independent traffi c study was done,” 
Garza stated, “that dictates how to construct the 
school and the parking.” 
 Garza stated HGA had to add new lanes in 
the property design in order to comply with the 
county’s cueing guidelines which state they must 
have traffi c lanes within the property to accom-
modate up to 173 vehicles.

 The school will include Pre-K through 12th 
grade; however, for the fi rst year only Pre-K 
through ninth grade will be available. 
 Garza stated that the objective is to have 20 
students per class and three classes per grade lev-
el. Additional grades and classes will be opened 
in the following years as classes reach the 20 stu-
dent quota.
 “Once we have 20 students for that specifi c 
class,” Garza stated, “if it’s third grade, fi fth 
grade, eighth grade, all the way to ninth grade, 
then we’ll offi cially open that class up. So even 
though we’re equipped to open Pre-K through 
ninth we’re actually going to fi ll it based on the 
need of the population there. We anticipate the 
fi rst year to be at a minimum of 500 students.”
 The school will initially operate on a fi rst 
come, fi rst served basis. Applications to enroll in 
the Riverstone location will be available online 
(http://www.hgaschools.org/), or families can 
pick up an application at any of the other HGA 

sites. 
 “We’re accepting applications,” Garza stated, 
“and technically anybody could currently apply 
right now. We would just hold the application 
and process it when we’re ready, but the soon-
er that the Riverstone subdivision residents are 
aware that they can apply then they would have 
fi rst choice.” Garza also noted that some families 
have made the decision to go ahead and enroll 
their children in other HGA campuses in order 
to facilitate a transfer to the Riverstone campus 
once it opens.
 However, Garza stated that in order to be 
accepted students and parents have to agree to 
comply with HGA standards. This includes pro-
viding disciplinary and academic reports from 
their previous school. 
 Garza stated that HGA does not interfere in 
the disciplinary actions of other districts or char-
ter schools. For instance HGA will not accept

Continued on Page 3A

Local charter school moves forward

 At its July 14 meeting, the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District Board of Trustees voted in 
favor of a plan to renovate and convert a building 
at 2220 Pasadena Blvd. into a parent/community 
center.
 The purpose of the new center is to break 
the cycle of poverty by promoting PISD’s Path 
to College program and providing employment 
training to parents.
 Agencies and institutions of higher learning 
have partnered with PISD to provide these ser-
vices at no cost to the parents.

 Business partners are providing $229,445 in 
fi nancial support to renovate the interior of the 
building. 
 Business partners include Houston Gulf 
Coast Building and Construction Trades Coun-
cil ($95,135), ABC Dental ($91,515), Commu-
nity Health Choice ($20,000), Shared Resources 
Credit Union ($4,000), Houston Food Bank 
($13,630) and FAMSA ($5,165).
 At press time, it was unclear when construc-
tion would begin or when the center might 
open.

Pct. 2 gets rescue vehicle

The Harris County Precinct 2 Constable’s offi ce recently picked up its new Hummer H1. 
The vehicle will be used for high water rescue, as well as special events. The department is 
planning to have it painted and decaled at San Jacinto College South campus. The vehicle 
was given out through a military grant, meaning it was picked up at no cost to the depart-
ment or Precinct 2 residents. The department is scheduled to pick up a second vehicle at a 
later date.  Precinct 2 Constable Chris Diaz is shown above taking the vehicle for a test drive.                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                      Photo by Mike Kritzler 

Abandoned house irks neighbors

The abandoned house shown above at 11027 Sagevale (inset photo) has upset many resi-
dents who see it as a hazard for Frazier Elementary students, as it is located roughly 100 
feet away from the area school. The residence was reportedly abandoned after Hurricane 
Ike in 2008 and is wide open to entry. The larger photo shows that the gutted house has been 
used by some as a place to hang out.                                                    Photo by Marie Flickinger

Tax holiday scheduled for Aug. 7-9  
  Texas shoppers get a break from state and lo-
cal sales taxes on Aug. 7, 8 and 9 – the state’s 
annual tax holiday.
 “As the father of three young children, I know 
back-to-school expenses can really put a strain 
on family budgets this time of year,” said Texas 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar. “This is an opportu-
nity for families to save some money and prepare 
for the start of the school year.”
 The law exempts most clothing, footwear, 
school supplies and backpacks priced under 
$100 from sales tax, which could save shoppers 
about $8 on every $100 they spend during the 
weekend.
 A backpack is defi ned as a pack with straps 
one wears on the back. The exemption during 
the sales tax holiday includes backpacks with 
wheels, provided they can also be worn on the 
back like a traditional backpack, and messenger 
bags.
 The exemption does not include items that are 
reasonably defi ned as luggage, briefcases, ath-
letic/duffl e/gym bags, computer bags, purses or 
framed backpacks.
 This year, shoppers will save an estimated $87 
million in state and local sales taxes during the 
sales tax holiday.
 No exemption certifi cate is required – with 
one exception.
 If the purchaser is buying the supplies under 
a business account, the retailer must obtain an 

exemption certifi cate from the purchaser certify-
ing that the items are purchased for use by an 
elementary or secondary school student. 
 The tax holiday weekend has been an annual 
event since 1999 and was expanded in 2009 to 
include more items.
 For a comprehensive list of tax-exempt items, 
visit www.texastaxholiday.org.

PISD lunch prices set to increase
 Federal law mandates that all school districts, 
including the Pasadena Independent School Dis-
trict, that participate in the national school lunch 
program must raise meal prices according to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s paid lunch eq-
uity requirements.
 Based on guidelines, the lunch price will in-
crease by 10 cents for the 2015-16 school year. 
All other meal prices will remain the same. The 
federally funded school breakfast program re-
mains free to students.
 The increase is the fi rst change to meal prices 
since 2012. 
 PISD meal prices for 2015-16:
 • Breakfast – free

 • Reduced lunch remains – $.40
 • Elementary and middle school lunch – $2.
 • Intermediate and high school lunch – $2.50
 • Milk – $.60
 • Adult breakfast – $2.15 
 • Adult lunch – $3.25 
 Items can be purchased a la carte.
 For more information about school meals, 
visit www.pasadenaisd.org.
 CCISD
 For the Clear Creek Independent School Dis-
trict, the change will bring a 5-cent increase to 
only elementary school lunches, as both interme-
diate and high schools are no longer part of the 
national school lunch program.

By Lori Rodriguez
 Hawk Square, Fresenius Medical Care – 
Beamer Dialysis and the Sagemont Center are 
some of the construction projects currently tak-
ing place in the South Belt area.
 Hawk Square, a new shopping center on 
Blackhawk Boulevard, is expected to be com-
pleted between November and December 2015.
Building owner, Dr. Sean Lam, who currently 
practices at Hawk Eye Center across from the H-
E-B on Blackhawk will be moving his practice 
to the new 10,000 square foot shopping center.
 Lam stated that his new offi ce will still pro-
vide the same services as his previous location 
which includes full eye services including the 
                                   Continued on Page 3A

New construction
underway in area

Multiple back-to-school fairs set
 The 2015-16 school year is fast approaching, 
and the Pasadena Independent School District en-
courages families to take advantage of the mul-
tiple back-to-school fairs planned for the area.
 Families will have the opportunity to receive 
free immunizations, health screenings, school 
supplies, haircuts and other helpful information.
 Parents may be required to have the student’s 
immunization records.
 For additional information, visit www1.
pasadenaisd.org/parents___students/back_to_
school/back-to-school_fairs.

Almeda Mall
 Texas Children’s Health Plan will host its 11th 
annual back-to-school fair at Almeda Mall on 
Aug. 1 and Aug. 8 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 Children will receive a complimentary starter 
backpack fi lled with supplies to begin the new 
school year (child must be present to receive 
backpack and while supplies last). In addition, 
children can also receive vaccines at no charge 
(must provide vaccination record) and dental 

screenings by the City of Houston Bureau of 
Oral Health.
 Other health screenings, including glucose, 
BMI and blood pressure will be available to all 
back-to-school fair attendees.
 Various organizations and nonprofi ts will also 
be on hand to inform parents and children about 
programs and services available in the commu-
nity. See related ad on Page 6A.

CT Church
 CT Church – Houston, 9701 Almeda Genoa, 
will host its back-to-school fair Saturday, Aug. 1, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 The event will feature free immunizations, 
groceries, school supplies, dental/eye exams, 
haircuts, hot dogs and snow cones.
 Transportation will be available if needed.

PISD
 PISD and Harris County Public Health and 
Environmental Services will host the Pasadena 
ISD Community Service Fair on Saturday, Aug. 
15, at Pasadena Town Square mall, 

Man killed in strip club shooting
 A man died early Friday, July 24, after being 
shot inside a local strip club.
 The incident happened at the Lounge Plaza 
Men’s Club in the 12300 block of the Gulf Free-
way near Fuqua around 3:05 a.m.
 Witnesses reported that the victim and the sus-
pect had an altercation earlier in the evening.
 The suspect later returned with a pistol and 
shot the victim multiple times in the chest and 
leg.
 The victim was transported to a nearby hospi-

tal, where he later died.
 The identity of the victim had not been re-
leased at press time.
 The suspect is described as a black male with 
an Afro hairstyle wearing an orange shirt. The 
shooter fl ed the scene in a yellow Can-Am three-
wheeled motorcycle.
 Anyone with information on this case is urged 
to contact the Houston Police Department Ho-
micide Division at 713-308-3600 or Crime Stop-
pers at 713-222-TIPS (8477).

Vacant Sagemont home draws ire
 An abandoned house in the 11000 block of 
Sagevale has drawn the ire of several residents 
who view the property as an eyesore and a pos-
sible danger.
 While there are other vacant houses in the 
community, residents are more concerned about 
this particular one due to its close proximity to 
Frazier Elementary, which is roughly 100 feet 
away from the property.
 “The house is wide open for any kid to walk 
in,” said Sagemont Civic Club Vice President 
Sandy Robb.
 Neighbors report seeing suspected drug deals 
taking place out of the residence, and trash inside 
the house suggests people use it as a  hangout.
 The house was reportedly abandoned after 
Hurricane Ike in September 2008. The inside of 

the residence has since been gutted, and the ga-
rage roof is collapsing. City crews mowed the 
yard in the fall of 2014 but haven’t since.
 Taxes on the house have not been paid since 
2010, and Harris County records show that near-
ly $11,000 of back payments are due. An addi-
tional $8,800 in back taxes are owed to the Pasa-
dena Independent School District.
 Ironically, county records indicate the ap-
praisal value on the 2,240-square-foot home 
inexplicably jumped from $132,643 in 2014 
to $149,105 in 2015, making it the highest ap-
praised house on the block. The next highest ap-
praised house on the cul-de-sac is nearly $21,000 
less at $128,242. One larger house on the street 
with 2,316 square feet is appraised at only

 Continued on Page 4A
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 Leader 
obituary policy

Obituaries submitted to  the Leader 
are published free of charge. There must 

be a South Belt connection. Obituaries are 
edited to conform to the Leader style.

LaCount thanks Jay 
for Leader story
 Jay, I just want to say, thank you so much 
for the beautiful article. 
 Although, I talked too fast but you were 
able to catch everything and you compre-
hended me correctly. 
 Thank you so much! I hope and pray to 
make a difference to this world God intend-
ed me to do. 
 I am so touched Jay. I will never forget 
your kindness and South Belt Leader with 
my success! I wish you all the best. Have a 
blessed life.                                          Truly,

Annette LaCount

 In My Opinion
Baier speaks out
to red light runners
 People are constantly running red lights 
at the Beltway/Beamer and Beltway/Black-
hawk intersections. As I sit in my car watch-
ing my red light change to green, I can 
practically guarantee that a vehicle will 
come FLYING through the intersection, 
running their now red light. The inevitable is 
going to happen sooner than later...the car 
whose light turns green pulls out into the 
intersection and is t-boned by the vehicle 
running the red light. The result of this will 
be serious injury or death. PLEASE STOP 
RUNNING RED LIGHTS! Yvonne Baier

Deaths
Jeremy Edward 

Mikes

 Jeremy Edward Mikes, 
22, died on Saturday, July 
18, 2015, in Friendswood. He 
was born on March 13, 1993, 
in Houston. His grandparents 
are Sageglen residents and 
his aunts and uncles live in 
Riverstone Ranch.
 He is survived by his 
parents, Eddie and Debbie 
Mikes; grandparents Calvin 
and Seraphine Kolar and 
Edward and Dorothy Mikes; 
aunts, uncles, cousins, his 
Taco Dog, and extended fam-
ily and friends.
 Mikes was known to be 
happiest when he was fi shing, 
hunting, playing pool, skate-
boarding, playing football, 
skiing, snowboarding and 
working on his truck. He had 
a gift for writing and express-
ing his feelings on paper. He 
was a speaker and loved to 
share his story.
 A funeral Mass was held 
at 10 a.m. on Friday, July 24, 
2015, at Mary Queen Cath-
olic Church. Interment fol-
lowed at Forest Park Lawn-
dale Cemetery.
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions can be made to Mary 
Queen Catholic Church, 606 
Cedarwood Dr., Friendswood, 
TX 77546, or Into Action 
Recovery Center, 16808 El 
Camino Real, Houston, TX 
77058.

Nguyen motivated by Parlangeli to succeed
 Giaan Nguyen, one of J. Frank Dobie High School’s 
Shining Stars, is shown with distinguished educator 
Jeanne Parlangeli, physics instructor. 
 Nguyen and Parlangeli were honored at the annual 
Pasadena Independent School District Shining Stars Gala, 
which recognizes the top students from each high school 
and their favorite teachers.
 Nguyen has been involved in the National Honor 
Society, Key Club, and in training prospective students in 
music theory. Extracurricular activities include orchestra, 
National Honor Society, Key Club, UIL number sense 
and UIL spelling and vocabulary. Nguyen seved in the 
leadership positions of coordinator of UIL spelling and 
vocabulary, concertmaster and acting conductor of the 
varsity orchestra.

 Concerning the future, Nguyen plans to pursue a major 
in biomedical engineering and conduct research in 
advancing medical technology. Her goal is to become a 
professor, specializing in either physics or biomedical 
engineering.
 Nguyen said, “Physics had been a frightening ano-
nymity in the past, yet Mrs. P has managed to transform 
the topic into a wonderful passion of mine. Her commit-
ment and dedication to her students just demonstrates 
how much she cares for them. 
 “As a teacher, she truly has motivated me to become a 
diligent student and work hard to succeed. As a physicist, 
she truly has opened my eyes to the wonders of the uni-
verse and expanded my horizons. As a hero, she truly has 
helped me connect with physics and inspired me to want 

to help others and become 
an educator. Mrs. P truly is 
a wonder, and for that, I 
am honored to have been 
one of her students.”
  The South Belt Shin-
ing Stars will be presented 
in a series of 10 students 
being honored along with 
their favorite mentor. 
 This is the seventh in 
the series of 10. The 10 
Shining Stars represent 
the Top 10 Dobie High 
School students. The in-
formation and photos 
were supplied by the 
Pasadena Independent 
School District. 
 The Leader is also 
running the Top 10 Shin-
ing Stars from Memorial 
and South Houston high 
schools. (See Pages 3A 
and 5A.)

Local library events set
Parker Williams Branch

 The following events are scheduled this week at the Parker Williams Branch Library, 
10851 Scarsdale Blvd. 
 Guitar Hero 3 is scheduled for Thursday, July 30, at 4 p.m.
 On Monday, Aug. 3, a Frozen Sing-A-Long is scheduled at 2:30 p.m. at the library.
 Movie Madness will feature Night at the Museum, rated PG, on Wednesday, Aug. 5, at 2 p.m.
 Wednesdays – Preschool storytime is at 10:30 a.m.
 Thursdays – Toddler storytime is at 10:30 a.m. 
 Saturdays – Vietnamese Storytime: Level 2 begins at 10 a.m., Level 1 begins at 11:15 a.m., 
and Level 3 begins at 2:30 p.m. For more information, speak with Loc Bui. 
 For information on programs, call the Parker Williams Library at 281-484-2036.

Bracewell Branch Library
 The following events are scheduled for August at the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 
Kingspoint Road.
 Every Wednesday: 10:30 a.m. - Toddler storytime, followed by Toddler Playtime at 11 
a.m.; 2 p.m. - Computer Basics; 3:15 p.m. - Internet Basics; 4:30 p.m. - Intro to MS Power-
Point.
 Saturday, Aug. 1, from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. - Manga/Anime Club; Tuesday, Aug. 4, at 2 pm 
- Lego Robotics; Tuesday, Aug. 11, at 2 p.m. - HPL’s Improv Puppet Theatre; Thursday, Aug. 
13 at 6 p.m. - Not Your Mama’s Book Club – A discussion on Orphan Train by Christine 
Baker Kline. Bracewell hours are Sunday and Monday - Closed; Tuesday and Wednesday 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m., Thursday noon to 8 p.m., Friday 1 to 5 p.m., and Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
For more information, call the Bracewell Branch at 832-393-2580.

G.A.P. Academy
Kindergarten Round-Up

Registration for
2015-2016 School Year

Families will be provided the opportunity
to meet the teachers and

experience what our school 
has to offer your child,

such as curriculum and parent organization.
We also provide

before and after school care and more.

Join us for this special event on

Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2015, at 7 p.m.
This will be a wonderful opportunity
for you and your child to also meet

our administration and tour the campus.

11410 Hall Rd.
Houston, TX  77089
281-481-3630

Steve Kolar

 Former South Belt area 
resident Steve Kolar, 50, died 
Tuesday, July 14, 2015. He 
was living in Grapevine at the 
time of his death.
 Kolar was preceded in 
death by his father, Joseph 
Kolar.
 He is survived by his three 
daughters, Katherine, Eliz-
abeth and Megan, and their 
mother, Kim Kolar; his moth-
er, Patricia Kolar; his grand-
mother, Shirley Newhard; 
and his sisters, Shirley Hoyer 
and Julie Voss and their fami-
lies.
 Many who knew Kolar re-
member him for his sense of 
humor, witty and charming 
personality, his sense of style, 
and his intelligence. He loved 
to hunt and golf.
 Kolar grew up in the South 
Belt area attending Stuchbery 
Elementary, Thompson Inter-
mediate and J. Frank Dobie 
High School. He attended 
Southwest Texas State Uni-
versity where he was a mem-
ber of PI Kappa Alpha frater-
nity.
 The funeral Mass was held 
at 11 a.m. Monday, July 20, 
2015, at St. Frances Catholic 
Church in Grapevine, offi ci-
ated by the Rev. Sean Horrig-
an who attended Dobie High 
School with Kolar. 
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions are requested for Cath-
olic Charities of Fort Worth.

Evertha Texas 
Whitlock Reed

 Evertha “Tex” Texas Whit-
lock Reed, 94, died Tuesday, 
July 14, 2015, peacefully in 
her sleep at home in Brook-
dale Pearland ending a short 
battle with leukemia. She 
was born on Nov. 21, 1920, 
in Noddle, Texas, to Henson 
Cole and Martha (Baker) 
Whitlock. She grew up the 
10th of 13 children in a fami-
ly of cotton farmers. 
 Reminiscent of The Grapes 
of Wrath, in October 1933 
the family loaded up in two 
Model T cars and moved to 
Florence, Ariz. It was here 
she met the love of her life, 
Marlin Reed, who was in 
the service. They married in 
1943. During their 43 years 
of marriage they had four 
children, and lived in Arizo-
na, California, Kansas, New 
York, Oklahoma, Texas, Iran, 
and fi nally settled in Burk-
burnett, Texas, in 1978 when 
he fi nally retired. 
 Besides being a devoted 
homemaker, Reed sold Avon 
door-to-door for 19 years, 
from which she received a col-
lection of ‘Top Sales’ awards.
 Reed is preceded in death 
by her husband, Marlin; sons 
Arthur and Ronnie; her par-
ents; 12 siblings; many niec-
es and nephews; and numer-
ous friends.
 She is survived by daugh-
ters Sharon Boeger (John) 
of Sageglen, Donna Jacoby 
(Joe) of Gardnerville, Nev., 
daughter-in-law Pat of Wich-
ita Falls; eight grandchildren 
including Gretchen Smith 
(Mike) of Katy, Texas, and 
Reed Boeger (Catherine) of 
Erie, Colo.; 10 great-grand-
children including Austin and 
Mackenzie Smith and Emma 
Boeger; and fi ve great-great- 
grandchildren; more than 
50 nieces and nephews; two 
cousins; and the extended 
Boeger family.
 Reed moved to Brookdale 
in 2012 and was proud to be 
an “ambassador” welcoming 
new residents. She greeted ev-
eryone with a smile and a hug.
 Funeral services will be 
held on Friday, July 31, 2015, 
at First United Methodist 
Church of Burkburnet.
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions can be made to First 
UMC of Burkburnett or to a 
charity of choice.

 Employees, physicians 
and volunteers at Memorial 
Hermann Southeast Hospital 
raised a record $20,574 and 
collected 25 pounds of food 
during its annual food drive 
for Southeast Area Ministries 
(SeAM).
 “As concerned members of 
this community, our employ-
ees, physicians, and volunteers 
are dedicated to making a dif-
ference in people’s lives,” says 
Kyle Price, senior vice pres-
ident, CEO, Memorial Her-
mann Southeast Hospital. “As 
health care providers, we know 
not having enough of the right 
kinds of food can have serious 
implications for a child’s phys-

MHSH raises record amount 
during annual food drive

ical and mental health.”
 According to the Houston 
Food Bank, 22.4 percent of 
children in Brazoria Coun-
ty and 25.5 percent in Harris 
County aren’t getting enough 
food to eat on a consistent ba-
sis.
 “There are so many kids in 
our area who go hungry during 
the summer when they do not 
have access to school meals,” 
says Daer Platt, director of 
operations for Southeast Area 
Ministries. “This is why we 
are so grateful to our Memorial 
Hermann Southeast friends for 
their generous contribution and 
their support every year.”
 SeAM, working in close 

partnership with the Houston 
Food Bank, can turn each $1 
donation into three meals be-
cause of the organization’s bulk 
and discounted food buying 
power. The charity provides 
food, clothing, household and 
fi nancial assistance for those in 
need in the southeast portion of 
Houston and southwest Pasa-
dena.
 Caring for families in the 
Bay Area of Houston since 
1986, Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Chaplaincy Services 
and Partners in Caring raised 
awareness and donations for 
its annual food drive through a 
raffl e, bake sales, and other unit 
and department fundraisers.

Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital Chaplain Eddie Simmons (second 
from left), along with Food Drive Champions Selma Atatural, offi ce assistant, 
intensive care unit (far right), and Linda Torres, trauma registrar, emergency 
department/trauma (far left), deliver donations to Daer Platt, director of oper-
ations, Southeast Area Ministries (SeAM.) Photo submitted

By Jay Do
 Local South Belt resident 
Sonny Linton has recently 
been highly praised and rec-
ognized by both his neigh-
bors and the Sagemont Civic 
Club for refusing to let his 
disability keep him from do-
ing his part to keep his neigh-
borhood beautiful. 
 A Sagemont resident since 
1994, Linton worked as a car-
go driver for a commercial 
business until a poor blood 
circulation condition to his 
left leg resulted in his loss of 
the leg and forced his early 
retirement in 2011. Even so, 
Linton continues to make the 
valiant effort of keeping his 
lawn in a pristine condition. 
 “It’s defi nitely a little 
rough,” said Linton. “I’ve still 
got a job to do just like every-
one else, so I’m going to do 
it.”
 Despite having to tend to 

his lawn completely by him-
self with only one leg, neigh-
boring residents have noted 
that Linton has never let his 
disability be an excuse for 
having his lawn be anything 
less than immaculate.
 “His yard is always well 
groomed, mowed, edged and 
hedge trimmed,” said neigh-
bor and Sagemont Civic Club 
member Sandy Robb. “He 
does all this himself and he 
has only one leg. 
 “I have never seen him 
with an artifi cial leg. I have 
seen him standing and lean-
ing on his wheelchair trim-
ming his hedges, and I have 
seen him sitting in the yard 
trimming things.”

In spite of the fact that 
the laborious task of mow-
ing, edging and cleaning up 
afterward takes Linton over 
two hours to complete, he re-
fuses to let anyone else do it 

for him. 
 “It gives me something 
to do,” said Linton. “I don’t 
have to depend on other peo-
ple for certain things else at 
this point, and I don’t want to 
get to the point where I have 
to. I continue to do my lawn 
work by myself, because it 
gives me a chance to stay ac-
tive.”
 While Linton certain-
ly proves that no excuses 
should be made from any-
one in terms of maintaining 
their lawn, he does not think 
of himself as doing anything 
special.
 “I tend to think some folks 
are elderly and other folks 
just have too much going on 
and don’t have time to take 
care of their lawns,” said 
Linton. “I just do what I can 
to keep my lawn clean and 
let other folks go about with 
their own lives.”

Shown above is Sonny Linton in front of his yard that he cuts by himself in spite 
of the disability of having only one leg. Photo by Lori Rodriguez

 Dobie High School 2015 
valedictorian Elissa Nguyen 
will be honored for her out-
standing academic achieve-
ments at the regional Viet-
namese-American Youth 
Excellence Recognition Lun-
cheon Aug. 2 at the Kim Son 
Restaurant in Bellaire.

The event, sponsored by the 
Vietnamese Culture and Sci-
ence Association (VCSA) for 
19 years, recognizes Vietnam-
ese-American high school stu-
dents who graduated as either 
valedictorian or salutatorian of 
their respective high schools in 
the Greater Houston area.

The program also serves 
to encourage younger gener-
ations of Vietnamese-Amer-
icans to strive for academic 
excellence and instill a strong 
sense of civic responsibil-
ity among all Vietnamese- 
Americans in the Greater 
Houston area.
 Nguyen established her-
self as a well-rounded student 
during her years at Dobie, 
graduating with a grade point 

average above 5.5. While that 
is impressive enough, she also 
earned top rank as a violist. 
Nguyen received All-State 
and All-Area recognition in 
2014 and 2015. 
 She participated in the 
National Honor Society; UIL 
spelling and UIL writing; and 
she has served as president 
of Key Club, Latin Club, and 
captain of Roman Life Study. 
Nguyen donated numerous 
hours of community service 
work at Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital, various 
events at the Vietnamese 
Martyrs Church, McDonald’s 
Houston Children’s Festival, 
the Houston Food Bank and 
more. She also organized 
several animal rescue/animal 

Elissa Nguyen

rights events.
 Nguyen will represent Pas-
adena Independent School 
District at the luncheon among 
28 other high school students 
selected by the VCSA.
 The recognition ceremo-
ny will feature Vietnamese 
cuisine, scholarship award 
presentations, cultural per-
formances, and a keynote 
address by Charlie Quy Ton, 
CEO of Alfalfa Nails Supply 
and Regal Nails. Six hun-
dred guests are expected to 
attend, including school dis-
trict administrators; elected 
offi cials, such as city council 
members, county offi cials, 
and congressional represen-
tatives; and local business 
representatives.

 The event is open to all 
members of the community. 
Tickets are $25 per person and 
can be purchased at the VCSA 
Center, located at 4615 Belle 
Park Dr. Houston, TX 77072.
 For more information, con-
tact the VCSA Center 281-
933-8118 or visit the website 
at www.vcsa.org.

Clear Brook cheerleaders host clinic
 The Clear Brook High School cheerleaders will hold Summer Cheer Clinic 2015  July 
29-31 from 8 a.m. to noon at Weber Elementary, 11955 Blackhawk Blvd. A fee of $75 
includes 12 hours of instruction, a T-shirt, snack and drinks, and crafts for the little ones. 
 Participants will be instructed in jumps, cheers/motions, dance, basic stunts and tum-
bling, and will be divided into groups: Cubs - ages 4-5, Wolf Den - ages 6-8; Lone 
Wolves - ages 9-12; and Wolverines - ages 13-17.
 Download the registration form at cheer.clearbrookathletics.com and email the form 
to tward@ccisd.net. For more information, call 979-235-9012. Registration is also al-
lowed at the door, but shirt size will not be guaranteed. Participants should be dressed in 
shorts, T-shirts and tennis shoes, with hair up.

Publisher’s Editorial
Past time to take control of community problems

 It is so much easier to live in a community 
and not get riled up about things that frustrate 
us in the community. 

 The only problem is, if we don’t 
take action on some of these items, 
the problems just get worse. So is the 
case of the abandoned homes. (See 
story Page 1A.)
 As those to whom I have talked re-
cently on the home featured on Page 
1A of this week’s issue know, I am 
quite concerned about this house and 
do not understand what is going on. 
This house, in deplorable condition, is 
located less than 120 feet from Frazier 
Elementary. 
 It is a two-story house, totally open. 
It is obvious that there have been peo-
ple eating and drinking in the open 
house.
 What a danger this place can be 
to little unsuspecting elementary stu-
dents walking back and forth to school.
 Harris County offi cials believe this 
is the highest valued home on the 
block! In fact, they increased the ap-
praisal $17,000 this year. How is that 
justifi ed? I am looking for community 
members who will help correct these 
problems. 
 I am confi dent the chamber will be 
a part of this, as will the Sagemont 
Civic Club that has been working so 
hard to better our community. But we 
need others. Their job may simply be 
making phone calls.
 Email me at mynews@southbelt 
leader. com if you will help.        

Marie Flickinger
Plublisher

Gate to Frazier Elementary with subject 
house in the background. Below front of 
house with Frazier in background.

Loss of leg doesn’t keep Linton 
from keeping beautiful yard

Dobie valedictorian to be honored at Vietnamese-
American Youth Excellence Luncheon Aug. 2

 Council Member Dwight 
Boykins is committed to his 
pledge to assist senior citi-
zens who live throughout the 
district with minor home re-
pairs.
 The District D Council 
Offi ce and the Seniors As-
sistance Fund Board of Di-
rectors will host the second 
annual Swingin’ for Seniors 
Golf Tournament on Mon-
day, Aug. 17. Proceeds from 
the golf tournament will 
benefi t the Senior Assistance 
Fund, which assists District 
D senior citizens with minor 
home repairs at no cost to 
them or taxpayers.
 Last year, contractors re-

Swingin’ for Seniors 
Golf Tournament set

paired more than 77 homes 
through the program. Re-
pairs included screen door 
repair, home lighting repair, 
bathroom faucet replace-
ment, gutter replacement, 
back door panel replacement, 
and much more.
 The purpose of the pro-
gram is to ensure that minor 
repairs are addressed before 
they become major issues.
 Those who are interest-
ed in participating as a team 
or volunteer for this year’s 
Swingin’ for Seniors Golf 
Tournament, contact Chelbi 
Mims at 832-393-3001 or 
email chelbi.mims@houston 
tx.gov.
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Looking for a Primary Care Doctor? 

Enayet Rahim, MD
• Accepting New Patients • Same Day 

Appointments Available • Open During 
Lunch Time • We take Medicaid, 

Medicare & most private insurance.
Discounts for patients without insurance.

Se Habla Español

Call 281-481-8500

  Pasadena Memorial High School’s Shining Star Michelle Taylor Ngo is 
shown with distinguished educator Oscar Torres, tennis coach. Both were 
honored at the annual Pasadena Independent School District Shining Stars 
Gala, which recognizes the top students from each high school and their 
favorite teachers. 
 Ngo volunteered in National Honor Society activities, bingo at a nursing 
home every month, Pasadena Rotary fi sh fry, Rugged Race student coun-
cil activities, creating and donating blankets to UTMB Orchestra events, 
TMEA UIL auditions, Christmas performances, musical various school 
events, baccalaureate, senior awards night, teal and black gala community 
activities, tutoring fi fth-graders at local Vietnamese community, singing 
competitions, Moon Festival, Strawberry Festival, Walk for Autism, JDRF 

walk, Breast Cancer Awareness walk, and local elementary and intermedi-
ate school events.
 Ngo’s extracurricular activities include student council, National Honor 
Society, tennis and orchestra. She served in leadership positions as presi-
dent of student council and National Honor Society president. 
 Concerning future plans, Ngo said, “After graduating from high school, 
I plan on attending the University of Texas at Austin with a major in bio-
chemistry and a minor in music. From there, I hope to attend a medical 
school where I can pursue my career goals as a general surgeon.”
 Regarding her teacher, Ngo said, “Throughout high school, Coach 
Torres has always been supportive of any decision I would make. I am 
honored to have Coach Torres as a role model, coach and friend. I have 

spent long days at the tennis courts 
where I would learn and practice 
alongside my peers. 
 “Not a day was wasted as I 
received words of encouragement 
and wisdom. Coach Torres would 
reassure me with his infamous 
motivational index cards when I 
didn’t have the endurance to stay 
positive and driven. He taught me 
that there was something called 
confidence; a necessity for anyone 
who wishes to become success-
ful.”
 The The South Belt Shining 
Stars will be presented in a series 
of 10 students being honored along 
with their favorite mentor. 
 This is the seventh in the series 
of 10. The 10 Shining Stars repre-
sent the Top 10 Pasadena Memori-
al High School’s students. 
 The information and photos 
were supplied by the Pasadena 
Independent School District. The 
Leader is also running the Top 
10 Shining Stars from Dobie and 
South Houston high schools. (See 
Pages 2A and 5A.)

Torres is role model, coach, friend to Ngo
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 The Houston Public Li-
brary is helping non-English 
speaking Houston residents 
integrate into the American 
culture so they can fulfi ll 
their American dream. HPL 
is providing free English as 
a Second Language classes at 
various neighborhood librar-
ies and at community facili-

ESL classes offered at Houston Public Library
ties throughout the city. 
 These classes are being 
made possible through the 
American Dream Starts @ 
your Library literacy initia-
tive grant. T
 The American Dream Starts 
@ your Library® program is 
in direct support of the Hous-
ton Public Library’s mission, 
vision, goals and service pri-
orities that include life skills 
and literacy learning.
 Houston is the fourth larg-
est city in the United States 
and is considered one of 
the  most culturally diverse 
communities in the country 
with approximately 90 lan-
guages spoken. 
 Foreign residents in this 
city are immigrants from all 
over the world who are here 
to achieve their American 
dream, but without speaking 
and understanding English, 
they may never achieve that 
dream. 
 HPL knows that it’s cru-
cial for them to learn the lan-
guage, so it is providing the 
necessary English literacy 
skills, as well as playing a vi-
tal role in improving the lives 
of those it serves so that they 
can achieve their goals. 
 The classes are designed 
to help them to communicate 
clearly, continue their educa-
tion, improve their job skills, 
help their children with their 
school work and become more 
productive residents. This ser-
vice is part of the library’s mis-

sion to link people to the world 
through literacy learning and 
life skills. 
 Classes are free and open 
to the public. For more infor-
mation, call 832-393-1533.
 HPL offers ESL classes at 
Bracewell Neighborhood Li-
brary located at 9002 King-
spoint Dr., 832-393-2580.

Library ESL Classes 
Provided at Facilities

 In addition to the HPL 
site listed above, the library’s 
Community Engagement 
Division can take free ESL 
classes and more into a com-
munity using one of their in-
novative service vehicles. 
 The HPL Mobile Express 
is HPL’s “computer class-
room on wheels,” and can 
deliver library services into 
high-need neighborhoods. 
 Community organiza-
tions, churches, schools or 
other groups can request the 
Mobile Express units free at 
their location, or an instructor 
with resources. 
 The HPL Community En-
gagement team will set up 
in the facility’s designated 
space and provide all of the 
required resources and in-
structor. 
 Besides providing ESL 
classes, the Community En-
gagement team also offers 
literacy programs, work-
force development training, 
computer training, access to 
technology, homework help, 
enrichment programs, after 
school programs, and MY 
Link library card registration. 
These programs are free and 
open to the public.  
 For more requirement 
information, visit www.
houston library.org/get-in-
volved/ourpar tners /com 
munity-engage ment or call 
832-393-1533.
About the American Dream 
 The Houston Public Li-
brary was selected as one of 
22 libraries in 15 states by 
the American Library Asso-
ciation to receive funding for 
the American Dream Starts 
@ your library® literacy ini-
tiative grant. The program 
is generously supported by 
the Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation.  
 The grant is helping HPL 
expand its ESL class resourc-
es by securing iPads loaded 
with English-learning soft-
ware to make classroom ac-
tivities interactive, enriching 

Lariaettes name 2015-16 leadership

Lariaette offi cers and social committee members 
pictured are, left to right, Social Executive Britta-
ny Gonzales, Social Executive Gabbi Munoz, Social 
Executive Megan Schuetz, Social Executive Kellie 

Tyer, Social President Naseem Shafaei, Lt. Alayna 
Cano, Lt. Marissa Krustchinsky, Capt. Macalyn 
Castro-Cardenas, Maj. Diana Castillo, Lt. Col. Ikea 
Taylor and Col. Jade Mottu. Photo submitted

 The J. Frank Dobie 
Lariaette offi cers and so-
cial committee have been 
working hard all summer 
to prepare for the upcoming 
school year. From offi cer 
camp to car washes, squad 
days to technique classes, 
the team has put in a lot of 

time and hard work to guar-
antee a successful year.
 The team recently took 
a day trip to Galveston to 
bond and celebrate their 
awards from Crowdpleasers 
offi cer camp, where both 
the military and social of-
fi cers were selected by the 

camp staff and named Best 
Supporting Offi cer Lines for 
leading 360 degrees on the 
very fi rst night of camp.
 The social committee 
also received the outstand-
ing achievement award, and 
was named the Most Spirit-
ed Social Offi cer Line. 

 The dance offi cers re-
ceived blue ribbons on all 
of their evaluations, and 
were also named the most 
Spirited Offi cer Group, and 
received a Crowdpleaser’s 
Award on their home routine 
for such a high energy per-
formance.

Continued from Page 1A
students who have been re-
ferred to a disciplinary school 
(i.e. the Guidance Center) or 
a Discipline Alternative Ed-
ucational Program (DAEP) 
until after they have com-
pleted the district mandated 
disciplinary term or program.
 “If they’re at their home 
school and they want to enroll 
with us after they’ve fi nished 
the program, that’s different,” 
Garza stated. 
 “We will accept them be-
cause they’ve already gone 
through the consequences 
within their district. We’re 
not going to allow them to 
bypass whatever consequenc-
es they are supposed to re-
ceive within the district.”
 Another part of the appli-
cation process is a mandatory 
drug test – UA (urinalysis) 
and hair test – for all new 
sixth-12th grade students, 
with the hair test able to de-
tect drugs from 90 days back. 
 “We’re the only charter 
school or school district that 
will drug test sixth grade and 
up,” Garza stated. “Every new 
student that comes in is given 
the opportunity to say what 
they have done so we know 
what we need to do. If they lie 
and we give them the drug test 

Houston Gateway Academy to build
and it comes out positive and 
they didn’t disclose it then we 
don’t accept them.”
 Garza stated that if the 
drug test, administered by 
National Screening Centers 
(Quest Diagnostics Lab), 
confi rms what the student ad-
mitted to them, then the stu-
dent will be accepted but will 
be closely supervised. 
 “My thinking is that some 
of these kids are going to 
make mistakes, and it’s OK, 
if they make a mistake,” Gar-
za stated, “as long as they 
humble themselves, acknowl-
edge they made a mistake and 
acknowledge they’re not go-
ing to do it again. Then that 
tells me they want to make 
a change, they want to make 
a difference. OK, we’re the 
answer. But if you come into 
my offi ce, to our school and 
you lie about it, you’re not 
going to make it in.”
 The HGA drug testing 
policy also requires a consent 
form be signed by the parent 
and the student so that drug 
testing can be administered 
anytime thereafter. 
 “It’s not based on random 
testing,” Garza stated. “It 
says that they know that at 
any given time that we de-
cide to test them, we can test 

them. We’re the only ones 
that do that.”
 This drug testing policy is 
not just for the student body 
but for the entire HGA staff 
as well. 
 “We’re also the only ones 
that test all of the staff,” Gar-
za stated. “All new staff has a 
UA and a hair test also. Then 
after that then we have the 
option to test them at any giv-
en time also.”
 As a charter school, HGA 
has to comply with state stan-
dards, but as Garza stated that 
does not mean that the bar 
can’t be raised higher.
 “The state says so long 
as you meet our standards; 
doesn’t mean that you can-
not have stricter standards 
or tougher standards,” Garza 
stated. “Our standards are 
tougher.”
 HGA standards differ 
from district schools and oth-
er charter schools in its reten-
tion and promotion standards 
especially in regards to sum-
mer school.
 “If students don’t pass, 
they don’t get promoted. 
They are retained,” Garza 
stated. “The summer school 
that we provide is for those 
students that barely pass, and 
we provide summer school 

for them to be ready for the 
next grade level. So it’s not 
for promotion/retention.”
 Another difference be-
tween HGA and other school 
districts or charter schools is 
its hours. Breakfast is at 7:15 
a.m. and school hours are 
7:45 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. Mon-
day thru Thursday, with a re-
quired after school program 
following until 5 p.m. Every 
Friday is early dismissal at 
2:30 p.m.
 “It’s a mandatory af-
ter-school program,” Garza 
stated, “and what we do, we 
give them a benchmark. And 
based on that benchmark ei-
ther they go into tutorials or 
they go into enrichment ac-
tivities. So that gives them 
the incentive to do good in 
order to receive enrichment 
instead of tutorials, attend 
band, soccer, volleyball and 
so forth.”
 Garza stated that for the 
volleyball and soccer pro-
grams, HGA students com-
pete against other charter 
schools, but as a college prep 
school their main focus is on 
academics. “As far as the aca-
demic ratings we have,” Garza 
stated, “and we ranked in our 
area that we’re currently serv-
ing right now, all three cam-

puses were in the top four.” 
 Garza stated that these ac-
ademic results are a result of 
the standards set at HGA.
 “What it is, is raising the 
expectations of the staff and 
teachers and then by doing 
that we raise the expectations 
of the students,” Garza stated. 
“And as long as you continue 
to raise the standards you’re 
always going to receive more 
than what you expect to re-
ceive. You’re always going to 
receive more than the mini-
mum standard.”
 Garza stated that currently 
transportation is not provid-
ed, but they will look at it 
again as the opening draws 
near and determine if there is 
a need for it.
 A petition against the 
building of the HGA River-
stone campus was sent last 
year to the Clear Brook City 
Municipal Utility District 
(MUD). Per its website the 
Clear Brook City MUD “sup-
plies water, sewer, garbage, 
parks, police, EMS and fi re 
protection” to the district’s 
subdivisions which include 
Riverstone Ranch.
 A letter to the Leader by 
Riverstone Ranch resident 
Sylvia Rodriguez against the 
new campus was covered in 
the Sept. 18, 2014, issue.
 Houston Gateway Acade-
my currently has three other 
campuses in the southeast 
Houston area including Ev-
ergreen, Coral, and Elite Col-
lege Prep Academy – Bowie.

and benefi cial to class partic-
ipants.

About ALA
 The American Library 
Association is the oldest and 
largest library association in 
the world, with 58,000 mem-
bers. Its mission is to promote 
the highest quality library 
and information services and 
public access to information.

About the foundation
 The Dollar General Litera-
cy Foundation was established 
in 1993 in honor of Dollar 
General’s co-founder, J.L. 
Turner, who was functionally 
illiterate with only a third-
grade education. He was a 
farmer’s son who dropped out 
of school when his father was 
killed in an accident. With de-
termination and hard work, he 
began what has now become a 
successful company. 

 The foundation under-
stands sometimes life cir-
cumstances prevent individ-
uals from learning to read or 
graduating from high school, 
but it’s never too late to learn. 
Through funding initiatives, 
the foundation is committed 
to helping individuals of all 
ages learn to read, prepare for 
their high school equivalency 
or learn English. 
 Since its inception in 
1993, the Dollar General Lit-
eracy Foundation has award-
ed more than $97 million in 
grants to nonprofi t organiza-
tions, helping more than 5.8 
million individuals take their 
fi rst steps toward literacy or 
continued education. 
 To learn more about the 
Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation, visit www.dglit 
eracy.org.

An artist’s rendering of Houston Gateway Acad-
emy’s new campus, Elite College Prep Academy 
- Riverstone, to be constructed on Riverstone Bou-

 San Jacinto College will 
launch a collaborative course 
in the fall 2015 semester that 
incorporates algebra and En-
glish composition.
 The new course will link 
college algebra and introduc-
tory composition, both gate-
way core courses for all stu-
dents who plan to either earn 
associate degrees or transfer 
to universities.
 “This is a novel concept at 
San Jacinto College,” com-
mented Mark Johnson, North 
campus language arts depart-
ment chair. “The course will 
explore the power of nar-
rative in math and English. 
Give a person some facts and 
part of the brain lights up. 
Tell a person a story and the 
whole brain lights up. The 
goal is to help students think 
differently about algebra and 
composition, two courses 
that can hold back students 
from completing degrees.”
 Johnson says research in-
dicates there are strong cor-
relations between success in 
language arts and success in 
math. He cites, for example, 
an essay by Dr. Gene Fite, 
Kansas City Public Schools 
curriculum coordinator, that 
states: “The cognitive ability 

New unique course combines algebra, 
composition at San Jacinto College

that drives symbol processing 
is the connection between 
language and math. The sym-
bol processing ability is the 
basis for both language pro-
fi ciency and math achieve-
ment. … Reading and math 
share common elements. 
They both involve abstract, 
symbolic cognitive process-
es, and they both require a 
working knowledge of the 
interaction of numerous dis-
crete skills.”
 Research also indicates 
that a key reason many stu-
dents struggle in algebra is 
that they struggle reading 
and understanding the lan-
guage that surrounds math. 
“In essence, they have diffi -
culty understanding what is 
being asked of them,” com-
mented Johnson. “They can 
‘do’ the algebra, often, but 
fail at interpreting the verbal 
language around the math.” 
San Jacinto College’s new 
linked math-English course 
will help students to better 
interpret the narrative com-
ponent that is integral to al-
gebra.
 In the linked math-English 
course, students will work in 
a “cohort” model, staying 
together for both subjects, 

which are taught in tandem 
by an English professor, and 
a math professor. Students 
who complete the linked 
course will satisfy the math 
portion, as well as one of the 
two communication compo-
nents of basic college core 
requirements.
 The course will be taught 
in a “learning community” 
environment that includes 
mentoring and tutoring. “Stu-
dents will have peer support 
in and out of the classroom,” 
remarked Johnson. “They 
also will receive specialized 
instructor support in and out 
of the classroom.”
 English professor Dr. Kar-
en Hattaway, who will teach 
the composition component, 
says the algebra and English 
are actually two separate 
courses that will be taught 
in a learning community, not 
one course that combines al-
gebra and English. 
 “Students will earn six 
hours of credit, working to-
gether in algebra on Mon-
days and Wednesdays, and 
then again in English on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays,” 
she said. “The emphasis is 
on creating a community of 
learners. Studies show that 

learning communities sup-
port uncertain students more 
than stand-alone courses be-
cause the students have a rec-
ognized circle of classmates 
who become colleagues in 
learning.”
 Hattaway says the goal is 
to foster and improve critical 
thinking so that students can 
succeed in upper-division 
courses and in the business 
community. “Our indus-
try partners say that some 
graduates cannot write clear 
reports, engage in business 
discourse or apply their 
learning or industry expe-
rience to new situations,” 
she commented. “There is a 
recent trend to split STEM 
(science, technology, engi-
neering, and math) from hu-

manities with the result that 
STEM majors often struggle 
to express their ideas well 
enough to function in an in-
formation-heavy business en-
vironment. 
 “For students to succeed 
in a science and informa-
tion age, they must be able 
to explain what they know 
and how this knowledge 
contributes to industry deci-
sions. After all, even rocket 
science has to be explained 
to government budget devel-
opers.”
 The new algebra-English 
course will be available at 
the North campus, and will 
be offered exclusively in a 
traditional classroom envi-
ronment, not in an online or 
hybrid format.

levard and Kirksage. The new three-story facility 
will be 170, 000 square feet and will ultimately cover 
Pre-K-12th grade.                

New businesses come to area
Continued from Page 1A
treatment of eye diseases 
and eye exams as well as 
the purchase of eyewear 
products. 
 Lam stated that he is 
currently in talks with 
other medical profession-
als to fi ll the remaining 

offi ce spaces. 
 Also currently in con-
struction is a new dialy- 
sis center by Fresenius 
Medical Care that will be 
located on Beamer and 
Resource Parkway. 
 Fresenius’ director of 
marketing, west division, 

Gary Lacey, stated that 
Fresenius Medical Care 
Beamer is expected to 
open January 2016. 
 Lacey stated that the 
Beamer clinic will initial-
ly offer in-center dialysis 
and peritoneal dialysis 
programs and will include 
amenities such as reclin-
ing treatment chairs, in-
dividual TVs and Inter-
net-access/Wi-Fi. 
 Fresenius Medical 
Care currently has multi-
ple dialysis sites in North 
America including Mexi-
co, Canada and the Unit-
ed States. 
 Some of its Hous-
ton area sites include a 
Pearland clinic on Broad-
way and a Bayshore lo-
cation on Fairmont Park-
way. 
 The Sagemont Center 
on Beamer is currently 
undergoing construction 
and remodeling. 
 As reported in the 
Leader, there was a fi re at 
a nail salon in the shop-
ping center on Aug. 31, 
2014.
 Silk Road Properties, 
which owns the shopping 
center, said the project is 
expected to be completed 
by the end of August. An 
employee of Silk Road 
Properties said the shop-
ping center is currently 50 
percent occupied. 
 Businesses in the shop-
ping center, including 
Beamer Place, Pho Vi Vi, 
Wireless Plus, Hair by 
Angel and Main Lane In-
dustries, which is present-
ly providing construction 
for Hughes Road, are cur-
rently open for business.

South Belt South Belt 

Graphics Graphics 

& Printing& Printing
One stop for all your wedding needs:

• Invitations • Reception Cards 
• Response Cards • Thank You Notes 

• Matchbooks • Scrolls 
• Napkins

11555 Beamer
281-484-4337

 On July 21, 2015, Rep. Pete 
Olson, R-Texas, acted to protect 
constitutionally protected reli-
gious liberty by co-sponsoring 
H.R. 2802, the First Amendment 
Defense Act. The bill would 
prevent any federal agency from 
denying a tax exemption, grant, 
contract, license, or certifi cation 
to an individual, association, or 
business based on their belief 
that marriage is a union between 
a man and a woman.
 In the wake of the Supreme 
Court decision granting a feder-
al right to same-sex marriage, 
concerns have been raised 
about constitutional protections 
for religious entities. Busi-
nesses taking a religious stand 
against practices that violate 
their personal faith are already 
being sued. In Oregon, a judge 
recently ruled against owners of 

Olson acts to protect 
religious liberty

a bakery who declined to bake 
a wedding cake for a same-sex 
marriage ceremony in violation 
of their religious beliefs. The 
judge ordered the bakery to pay 
$135,000 in damages.
 “Religious freedom is en-
shrined in the First Amendment 
of the Bill of Rights,” Olson 
said. “Americans should be able 
to agree to disagree about social 
issues, but we cannot bow down 
and hand over our constitution-
al rights in the name of political 
correctness. Churches should 
not live in fear of losing tax ex-
empt status because their deep-
ly held religious convictions are 
not trending on Twitter. It’s dis-
heartening that a bill protecting 
the First Amendment is neces-
sary, but religious freedom is 
too important to risk losing 
through activist judges.”
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35 years ago ( 1980)
 The Pasadena Independent 
School District’s districtwide 
property reappraisal, which 
began in the spring, was com-
plete, and all property owners 
had been notifi ed of whopping 
increases in the value of their 
property. The largest increases 
in appraisal were of property 
in the South Belt area.
 A female murder victim 
found in the sandpit behind 
Beverly Hills in mid-July had 
been identifi ed as that of a 
Houston woman.
 A tornado was sighted in 
the South Belt area during 
heavy rains, but it was report-
ed that it did not touch down 
or cause any damage.
 A 20-cent across-the-board 
increase in PISD lunch pric-
es was approved by trustees 
during a recent board meeting. 
Effective for the 1980-1981 

on Camphorwood in early 
July.
 In order to meet rising de-
mands for personnel, Pasade-
na ISD board members agreed 
to hire approximately 250 new 
employees and create 100 new 
teaching positions.
 Development of Ellington 
Field took another step for-
ward with the addition of pas-
senger shuttle service. Conti-
nental Express transferred its 
shuttle service from William 
P. Hobby Airport to Ellington 
to accommodate the majority 
of customers using the ser-
vice.
 South Belt area municipal 
utility districts were notifi ed 
they would have to convert 
to surface water by the end of 
the year, so residents would 
expect an increase in their 
bill because Houston owned 
the water. Once the conver-
sion took place, homeowners 
would receive increases in ex-
cess of $14 per month.

15 years ago (2000)
 City of Houston offi cials 
urged a voluntary reduction 
in water consumption due to 
drought conditions.
 Jason Wilson, a 16-year-
old Dobie junior, was found 
dead in his Scarsdale home.
 Clint Eastwood, James 
Garner, Tommy Lee Jones, 
Donald Sutherland and Mar-
cia Gay Harden attended 
AMC Gulf Pointe’s screening 
of Space Cowboys.

10 years ago (2005)
 Concerned that the open-
ing of the district’s fourth 
high school was in jeopardy, 
CCISD trustees voted to sue 
League City. The decision to 
sue was made after League 
City voted against honoring 
the permit previously ap-
proved by the city’s planning 
and zoning commission.
 While off duty, South Belt 
resident Heidi Ruiz, who was 
also a Houston Police offi cer, 

school year, lunch prices were 
set at 95 cents for elementary, 
$1.05 for intermediate, and 
$1.15 for high school students.

30 years ago (1985)
 Arthur Hardy, registrar at 
San Jacinto College South, re-
tired after more than 20 years 
with the college in teaching 
and administrative roles. Join-
ing the San Jacinto system in 
1963, two years after the col-
lege originated, Hardy taught 
business courses such as 
bookkeeping, data processing 
and accounting. He became 
the South campus registrar in 
1982.
 Directors of the Sagemont 
Park Community Improve-
ment Association told a quar-
terly gathering of the mem-
bership they were waiting to 
get responses from a recent 
questionnaire before decisions 
could be made. The most sig-
nifi cant question on the ques-
tionnaire concerned raising 
the annual maintenance fee 
from the then $10 a year to 
$30 a year.
 An 18-year-old male 
drowned in a swimming pool 
accident at Windmill Lakes.
 The Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District board 
reaffi rmed its policy of assign-
ing students 20 days in the Al-
ternative Learning Center for 
possessing or being under the 
infl uence of alcohol, drugs or 
any injurious substance while 
at a school function. At that 
time, the state recommended 
a sentence of 10 days for fi rst 
offenders, but CCISD opted to 
continue with the 20-day sen-
tence rather than have it ap-
pear the district was becoming 
more lenient with offenders.

25 years ago (1990)
 Harris County Sheriff’s 
Department detectives contin-
ued to investigate the murder 
of South Belt resident Carrie 
Renea Stovall, 27, who was 
stabbed to death in her home 

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, YELITZA
 Happy birthday wishes are sent to Yelitza 
De Leon, who turns 20 on Aug. 4, from her 
mom Maria, dad Pedro, sister Nallely, 
brother Pete De Leon and twin nieces 
Melanie and Miranda Chavez. This will be 
your best year yet! God bless you, Yelitza!

BEST WISHES TO JIM MUECKE 
 Best wishes are sent from family and 
friends to Jim Muecke, an Edgebrook res-
ident active in community volunteer work 
with road and drainage projects. Jim is 
recovering at home after a recent surgery 
and brief stay in the hospital. 

WELL WISHES TO BETH MORGAN
 Thoughts, prayers and well wishes are 
sent from family, friends and the Sagemont 
Church community to Beth Morgan, who 
is recovering from a recent surgery. Beth is 
the wife of Dr. John Morgan, senior pastor 
of Sagemont Church.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff mem-
bers of the Pasadena Independent School 
District celebrate birthdays July 30 through 
August 5.

Atkinson Elementary
 Sing a happy birthday song to Stacy 
Fontenot Aug. 1.

Burnett Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Maria 
Romero Aug. 2. The day for a party for 
Jennifer Galvan is Aug. 3. Light the birth-
day candles for Leticia Garcia Aug 4. 
Send a birthday greeting Aug. 5 to Isabel 
Amaya.

Bush Elementary
 Enjoy a slice of birthday cake with  Alicia 

Garcia on Aug. 3. Katie Williams cele-
brates a birthday Aug 4.

Frazier Elementary
 A birthday greeting is sent to Norma 
Sanchez on Aug. 1. Light the birthday can-
dles for Luisa Lewis Aug. 5.

Meador Elementary
 Enjoying a birthday July 30 is Claudia 
Denoon. Marking a birthday Aug. 1 is 
Kimberly Tanner. Birthday greetings are in 
order for Karen Barton on Aug. 3. Light the 
birthday candles Aug. 4 for Yvonne Luna.
 South Belt Elementary
 July 31 is the day for a birthday cake for 
Kristen Denbleyker. Kathleen McArthur 
is sent a birthday greeting Aug. 4.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Sharla Myrick is wished a happy birth-
day July 30. Rosa Alencastro is wished a 
happy birthday Aug. 5.

Melillo Middle School
 Wishes for a wonderful birthday are sent 
to Norberta Mercado and Suzan Ybanez-
Harvey Aug. 2. On Aug. 5, happy birthday 
greetings are sent to Anthony Cesario.

Thompson Intermediate
 On July 31, happy birthday greetings 
are sent to Wayne Sanders. On Aug. 1, 
Patricia Tabarez and Bob Boyes cele-
brate a birthday. Deborah Hirsch is sent a 
birthday greeting Aug. 3.
 Dobie High
 Angela Badon and Yvette Castillo cel-
ebrate a birthday July 30. Amanda Cowart 
and Stacey Grayson enjoy a birthday July 
31. The day for a cake for Sherrie Kent 
is Aug. 3. Birthday greetings are sent to 
Shelby Collier Aug. 4.

FACEBOOK FRIENDS 
CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

 The Leader sends happy birthday wish-
es to its Facebook friends who celebrate a 
birthday this week:
 Thursday, July 30: Donald Rogers, Anne 
Hyma, Brenda Molina Correa, RP Wocka, 
Danielle Mendoza, Melanie Benney, 
Oren Martin, Christine Elliott and Randy 
Kelley; Friday, July 31: Gloria Wallace, 
Robert Gentry, Jennifer Kramer, David 
Freeman, Jacob Stahle, Felix Garcia, Jim 
Waltz and Ashley Glover; Saturday, Aug. 
1: Gabriel Diaz, Helen Kainer, Andrew 
Burks, Denny Wranich Sr., Emilio De 
Los Santos, Ryan Hanzelka, Jo Lyday 
and Scott Bishop; Sunday, Aug. 2: Mayra 
Elizabeth, Patricia Lynn Krivik, Ana 
Acosta, Juanita Herrera, Sue Hinojosa, 
Dori Honohan, Terry Barclay and Donna 
Northrup; Monday, Aug. 3: Angela James-
Farrar, Joaquin Jimenez, Jennifer Pena-
Zuniga and Gina Valdez; Tuesday, Aug. 
4: Beth Fawcett, Monica Salazar, Donna 
Taylor, Kristen Sorenson, Diana Polus, 
Kevin Baker, Michele Cutrer and Robin 
Wach; and Wednesday, Aug. 5: Stephanie 
McAtee, Douglas Woodson, Edna Peña, 
Wendy Phillips, Karen Owen, Lillie 
Alvarez, Deanna Goodlet and Shaun 
Stanton.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject 
line. 
 Items must be submitted by Friday noon 
for the next week’s publication.

Remember When
recognized a man wanted on 
suspicion of kidnapping and 
sexual assault. Ruiz worked 
in the sex crimes division of 
HPD and recognized the man 
after she had seen surveillance 
photos of him. She called the 
information in, and the sus-
pect was arrested.
 Deputies from Precinct 2 
Constable Gary Freeman’s 
offi ce were busy investigat-
ing a pipe bomb explosion in 
Highland Meadow and a home 
invasion in Kirkwood South.
 Two 17-year-old men, one 
a Beverly Hills resident, were 
arrested for four armed rob-
beries within two hours. The 
two men used a pump .410 
shotgun to rob gas stations in 
the South Belt, Clear Lake and 
Pearland areas.

5 years ago (2010)
   The Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District achieved 
the state’s highest rating of 
Exemplary. CCISD was the 
second largest school district 
in the state to reach this lev-
el since Texas implemented 
the accountability system. Of 
the district’s 41 campuses, 32 
schools were Exemplary, eight 
schools were Recognized, and 
one campus was Academi-
cally Acceptable. All CCISD 
high schools and elementary 
schools were rated Exemplary 
or Recognized.

1 year ago (2014)
 A bizarre robbery led to a 
shooting in the Woodmeadow 
subdivision. Precinct 2 depu-
ties responded to a call on Sea-
wood near Davenwood, where 
the homeowner reported be-
ing kidnapped and robbed at 
gunpoint by two men. The 
two suspects allegedly forced 
the homeowner into their ve-
hicle and drove him to an un-
known residence to talk to a 
third individual. After talking 
to the third man, the suspects 
returned to the man’s home 
and demanded he give them 

Hall Rentals
Weddings, Receptions, Retirements, Birthday PartiesWeddings, Receptions, Retirements, Birthday Parties

American Legion Post 490

Call between 9 AM - 1 PM  M-F
Capacity: 300

11702 Galveston Road
(across from Ellington Field)

281-481-1179

Dobie sets class reunions
Class of 1995 20-year Reunion

 The J. Frank Dobie Class of 1995 will hold its 20-year 
reunion Friday, Aug. 7, from 7:30 p.m. to midnight at 
Cadillac Bar (private party room), 1802 Shepherd Drive in 
Houston. 
 To access the invitation or to pay to attend, go to http://
www.reunionscoop.com then click on Roll Call of 
Reunions and follow the directions. 
 The reunion will be casual. Payment is to the planner, 
Reunions by Class Act. For more information, call 713-
780-0020. The cost is $42 each (classmate or guest) if 
paid online by 5 p.m. (Houston time) Wednesday, Aug. 5. 
If paid at the door, $55 each, cash only.

Class of 1975 40-year Reunion
 The J. Frank Dobie Class of 1975 will hold its 40-year 
reunion Sept. 25-26 at South Shore Harbour Resort and 
Conference Center, 2500 S. Shore Blvd. in League City. 
Tickets are $85 per person if paid by Aug. 1. 
 Tickets at the door or after Aug. 1 will be $100 per 
person. This includes dinner and entertainment for 
Saturday night. A block of rooms at a special rate will be 
available. 
 For more information, call Susie Holmes Holt at 281-
222-4140, Pam West Saxton at 832-330-8368, or Debbie 
Green Harrell at 832-818-5028.

Flood problems?
You can go home again...

Let Farmers® help.
At Farmers, we know that you insure 

your home to get things back to normal 
if something unexpected happens. That’s 

why you’ll love the friendly, thorough service 
you get from a Farmers agent. Call me 
and get a quote on the insurance that 
helps get you back where you belong.

Michael W. Jewell, CLU
12929 Gulf Freeway
Suite 112 (Fuqua Exit)

281-481-2121
farmers.com

We’re giving away 
school supplies!
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Back to School Fair
Saturday, August 8

1 0 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Almeda Mall

While supplies last. Child must be present.

Vaccines and 
health screenings. 

Glucose, blood 
pressure, vision and 

dental. (Must bring 
vaccination record.)

Back to Sc
Saturday,

1 0 a.m. 
Alm

While supplies last. C
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CO-0515-090 1-800-990-8247

John E. Freeman, D.D.S., M.S.

ORTHODONTIST

 ✰ No Down Payment 
  with Verified Insurance

 ✰ Payment Plan Available

 ✰ Insurance Assignment 
  Accepted

 ✰ No Referral Needed

 ✰ Video Game Room

 ✰ Quality and Caring Office

 ✰ Certified Specialist

Member American Association of  Orthodontists

281-481-9575      13310 Beamer

Harris County Master 
Gardeners set August events

 The Harris County Master Gardeners at Precinct 2 has 
scheduled its events for the month of August. Events include:

Open Garden Day Aug. 3 - Children
 Harris County Master Gardeners at Precinct 2 will host 
Open Garden Day on Monday, Aug. 3, from 8:30 to 11 
a.m. at Genoa Friendship Garden, 1202 Genoa Red Bluff 
Road. Master gardeners will be available to answer gar-
dening questions. Plants will be for sale in the greenhouse, 
and an education program for children is scheduled. For 
information, visit https://hcmga.tamu.edu.

Open Garden Day Aug. 17
 Harris County Master Gardeners at Precinct 2 will host 
Open Garden Day on Monday, Aug. 17, from 8:30 to 11 
a.m. at Genoa Friendship Garden, 1202 Genoa Red Bluff 
Road. Master gardeners will be available to answer gar-
dening questions. Plants will be for sale in the greenhouse, 
and educational programs for adults and children are 
scheduled. For more information, visit https://hcmga.
tamu.edu.

Program on Begonias Aug. 19
 On Wednesday, Aug. 19, Tony Collins, member and 
past president of the San Jacinto Branch of the American 
Begonia Society will present Begonias at 10 a.m. in the 
meeting room at Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Parkway 
in Seabrook. This is a Harris County Master Gardeners at 
Precinct 2 event. For information, visit https://hcmga.
tamu.edu.

 San Jacinto College and 
ExpressJet Airlines have 
entered into an agreement 
through the Airline Pilot Path-
way Program, giving aviation 
students opportunities to earn 
their required fl ight hours and 
exclusive interview rights fol-
lowing their graduation.
 “There’s going to be a lot 
of turnover of pilots fairly 
quickly, and it’s already start-
ing to happen,” said Mark De-
schner, San Jacinto College 
transportation department 
chair. “This is a wonderful 
pathway that gives our stu-
dents the chance to help fi ll 
the employment gaps by in-
terviewing to work with a 
major airline carrier.”
 ExpressJet is the world’s 
largest regional airline with 
9,000 aviation profession-
als, an average of 2,200 dai-
ly fl ights and an all-jet fl eet 
of 388 aircraft. The airline 
serves more than 190 airports 
in the U.S., Bahamas, Cana-
da and Mexico. Granting San 
Jacinto College graduates 

Students offered interview 
rights through Airline Pilot

interviews helps with the re-
cruitment of skilled pilots 
who hold associate degrees. 
College degrees are consid-
ered essential for career ad-
vancement within the aviation 
industry.
 “The associate degree is 
important because pilots need 
this to move on to a major 
airline,” said Dan Rumley, 
assistant chief for ExpressJet 
Airlines in Houston. Rum-
ley added that pilots are in de-
mand due to the 30 to 40 pilot 
vacancies that become avail-
able per month nationwide. 
Approximately 19,000 pilots 
are projected to retire from 
the regional airline industry 
over the next seven years, 
according to Matthew Ap-
plegate, fi rst offi cer and pilot 
recruiter with ExpressJet.
 The aviation program at 
San Jacinto College offers 
programs for both an associ-
ate degree and certifi cate of 
technology. For more infor-
mation, visit sanjac.edu/ca 
reer/aviation.

South Belt resident John Ruth (right) teaches jitterbug choreog-
raphy to Wizard of Oz dancers.  The Kids’ Backporch Produc-
tions performances of Wizard of Oz will be Aug. 7 at 7 p.m., Aug. 
8 at 7 p.m., and Aug. 9 at 3:30 p.m. at C.A. Nelson Auditorium 
in Pearland. Ticket prices are $14 for adults, $10 for seniors, 

Learning to jitterbug for Wizard of Oz

and $8 for youth. For  more information, visit kidsbackporch 
productions.org or email kbpoffi ce@yahoo.com. Pictured are, 
left to right,  Shayla Smith, Jillian Evers of South Belt, Avonlea 
Evers (front center) of South Belt, John Michael Hoke, Abigail 
Klinkerman and Ruth. Photo submitted

  Here comes
      the bride . . . 

Let South Belt Graphics & Printing take care 
of all your printing needs for your special day.

• Invitations • Envelopes •
• Napkins • Matchbooks •

• Thank You Cards •

11555 Beamer         281-484-4337

a large amount of money that 
was hidden inside a vehicle 
at his residence. They also 
demanded he give them a 
Rolex watch he was wearing. 
At some point, the homeown-
er was able to wrestle the gun 
away from one of the suspects 
and fi red the weapon. At this 
time, the second suspect re-
turned fi re, as the two fl ed the 
scene – one on foot and one 
in the vehicle. Deputies said 
one of the suspects was likely 
struck by a bullet, as there was 
a large amount of blood at the 
scene. No immediate arrests 
were made.

Hobby Lions Club to meet
 Hobby Airport Lions Club will meet Wednesday, Aug. 
5, at noon at the Golden Corral at Fuqua and I-45. 
 For information, email HobbyAirportLions@gmail.
com.

Continued from Page 1A
$105,000, while being completely habitable.
 Delinquent taxes often serve as a springboard for fi ling 
a foreclosure on a property, but Robb said city and county 
offi cials often drag their feet.
 “Nobody ever does anything,” Robb said.
 The community has an ally in Houston City Council 
Member Dwight Boykins, but even he said the issue is a 
challenging one.
 “It’s a horrible situation,” Boykins said. “We need 
to tear that bad boy down, but we’ve got to get the laws 
changed in Austin.”
 Houston mayoral candidate Bill King said there are ap-
proximately 9,000 similar houses spread throughout the 
city.
 The Leader, along with the Sagemont Civic Club and 
the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce, are on 
a mission to address the problem locally. Anyone with 
information about an abandoned property in the South 
Belt community is urged to report it to the Harris County 
Tax Assessor-Collector’s offi ce at www.hctax.net/Forms/
AbandonedPropReport.pdf. See related editorial Page 2A.

Abandoned house . . .
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Perez sees Stewart as coach, friend, mentor
  South Houston High School’s Shining Star Karen Perez 
is shown with distinguished educator Christopher Stewart, 
instructor of AP Physics C. Perez and Stewart were honored 
at the annual Pasadena Independent School District Shining 
Stars Gala which recognizes the top students from each high 
school and their favorite teachers.
 Perez has volunteered for Cleveland-Ripley Community 
Center, alumni pre-homecoming game ceremony, Courtyard 
Nursing Home, Heritage Nursing Home, Matthys 
Elementary Festival, Parade of Lights, Trunk-or-Treat, 
beach cleanup, student council’s food drive and Shoes for 
Kids, St. Michael’s Orphanage.
 Perez’s extracurricular activities include student council, 
orchestra, Academic Decathlon, Model United Nations, 
WorldQuest, World Scholar’s Cup, National Hispanic 
Honor Society, National Honor Society, Lambda Alpha 
Sigma Jr. Sorority, Math Club, tennis, Ecology Club, Mu 
Alpha Theta and NASA Experiment Team. 

 Leadership positions include class president, class trea-
surer, orchestra secretary and vice-president, Academic 
Decathlon captain, Lambda Alpha Sigma Jr. Sorority 
president, Math Club president, Superintendent’s Student 
Advisory Committee, and peer mentor. 
 Future plans include a bachelor’s degree in astrophys-
ics and revolutionary discoveries at Cornell University. 
Longterm, Perez hopes to obtain a Ph.D. and become a 
researcher. Perez said, “As a teacher, a coach, a friend, and 
a mentor, Mr. Stewart has been there every step of the way. 
From academic competitions to energy equations and jokes 
in the classroom, I have found that it is possible to balance 
the many aspects of high school while having a bit of fun. 
 “Being taught by Mr. Stewart and having after-school 
talks about the universe, while sharing our own theories, has 
assured me that I am choosing the correct major. Since my 
freshman year, Stewart has always believed in me and seen 
my potential, and this has contributed greatly to my goals, 

efforts, and successes. 
 “Stewart is the funniest, 
most genius teacher out 
there, and I am grateful for 
being guided and encour-
aged throughout my entire 
high school career by him.”
 The South Belt Shining 
Stars will be presented in a 
series of 10 students being 
honored along with their 
favorite mentor. This is 
the seventh in the series of 
10. The 10 Shining Stars 
represent the Top 10 South 
Houston High School stu-
dents. 
 The information and 
photos were supplied by 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District. The Leader 
is also running the Top 10 
Shining Stars from Dobie 
and Pasadena Memorial 
high schools. (See Pages 
2A and 3A.)

Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.
Child Care & Learning Center • Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, 
Dance, Library & Computer Room

281-484-2376281-484-2376
11590 Hughes Rd. @ BW811590 Hughes Rd. @ BW8

281-464-2366281-464-2366
12490 Scarsdale Blvd.12490 Scarsdale Blvd.

FREE  REGISTRATION - Good thru Aug. 12FREE  REGISTRATION - Good thru Aug. 12

Ages served 6 weeks - 11 years

Ms. Janetʼs is providing pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS, 
including  MELILLO & MORRIS Middle Schools and SOUTH BELT Elementary.

281-538-5310281-538-5310
3007 Invincible Dr. League City3007 Invincible Dr. League City

LOW PRICES

This ad must be presented at time of enrollment & is not redeemable for cash.  We accept NCI.
New enrollments only • www.msjanets.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 6 to 7 p.m                Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth, 
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Desmond Daniels, Parochial Vicar 
11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089

(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

 CHURCH DIRECTORY
New Covenant 

Christian Church
10603 Blackhawk 

281-484-4230
Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Mount Olive LutheranMount Olive Lutheran
10310 Scarsdale Blvd.10310 Scarsdale Blvd.

281-922-5673281-922-5673
Pastor Randy W. LedbetterPastor Randy W. Ledbetter
www.mountolivehouston.org

Services: 8 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Class: 9:30 a.m.

Dai and Xuan Pham of South Belt and their children,  Khoa, Khanh and 
Linh Pham, and Xuan’s sisters’ families recently went on a two-week trip 
to New York, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C., and Canada. (See additional 
photos on Page 6A.)

Phams enjoy two-week trip, 
visit family, several sites

In Washington, D.C., the Phams, left to right, Khoa, Xuan, Linh, Khanh and Dai, 
pose for a photo with the Washington Monument in the background.

Xuan Pham at Niagara Falls on the United States 
side.

Xuan at the dock before riding a boat to see the Thou-
sand Islands area.

On the boat ride, Dai enjoyed seeing the 
houses on the islands in the background.

Minh, Xuan, Niet and Lily on a boat tour. 
There were several islands in the background.

Xuan watches the sun set on the St. Lau-
rence river in the Thousand Island area.

Khoa, Linh, Khanh, Xuan and Dai Pham at 
the Washington Monument in Philadelphia.

Dai with a Native American statue at the 
base of the Washington Monument.

Xuan stands in front of the Freedom Wall 
at the World War II Monument. The plaque 
reads that the wall holds 4,048 gold stars which 
represent 405,399 American service personnel 
who died or went missing in the war.

Xuan in the Library of Congress. The build-
ing is beautiful outside and inside as well.

Xuan in front of a large picture of the back 
of the White House in the White House Vis-
itor Center.

Linh, Khanh, and Khoa on a three-person 
bike at the LOVE park in Philadelphia.

John (center) and daughters Mi-
chelle (left) and Lucy in front of 
the Big Foot Museum in North-
ern California.

At the bottom of Lombard Street 
(the crookedest street in the world) 
in San Francisco are Michelle, Sylvia 
and Lucy.

Lucy, Michelle, John and Sylvia at 
Pagosa Springs in Colorado.

With the famous Hollywood sign 
in the background are Michelle 
(front), John and Lucy.

At Madame Tussaud’s Wax Mu-
seum in Hollywood are Michelle, 
Lucy, Sylvia and “E.T.”

Sylvia, Lucy, Michelle and John 
stretch across a tree in the Red-
wood Forest (this particular tree is 
the third largest in the Avenue of 
the Giants, and some of the trees 
are taller than the Statue of Lib-
erty).

Michelle, John, Lucy and Sylvia at 
the Grand Canyon.

In the snow at Pike’s Peak in Colorado are Sylvia, Lucy, Michelle and 
John.

Reyes family travels over 5,700 miles

places. They visited seven states 
in a three-week period and drove 
more than 5,700 miles. (See addi-
tional photos Page 6A.)

The Reyes family of South Belt decided to take a road trip for their summer vacation. All agreed that this 
was the greatest vacation they’ve ever taken, and the best part was being together to see all the amazing 

 A recent trip to the Lions 
Eye Bank of Texas revealed to 
a group of San Jacinto College 
students how donors’ memories 
are passed on through the gift 
of eyesight.
 The visit included a tour of 
the eye bank facility, the view-
ing of eye tissue samples, and 
a presentation on the broad 
impact of eye tissue donation. 
It was an opportunity that gave 
eye care technology students 
like Priscilla Reyna the inspi-
ration to continue their educa-
tional and career paths toward 
transforming lives.
 “I defi nitely know that I 
want to work more in the surgi-
cal side of eye care,” said Rey-
na. “This trip helped me to nar-
row down where I want to work 
and to see the in-depth process 
of donating eye tissue and what 
happens during the cornea im-
plant process.”
 The Lions Club of the Texas 

Tour of Lions Eye Bank reveals process of eye tissue donation
Gulf Coast and Baylor College 
of Medicine founded the Lions 
Eye Bank of Texas in 1953. 
 The eye bank procures near-
ly 2,000 donations each year 
to provide ocular tissues to 
surgeons across the Texas Gulf 
Coast and the United States and 
throughout North and South 
America.
 During the tour, Lions Eye 
Bank representatives encour-
aged students to send in their 
resumes upon completion of 
their program.
 “Not only is this educational 
outreach, but the students learn 
of the Lions’ mission about 
helping people and the com-
plete aspect of the donation 
process,” said Darlene Warren, 
community project coordinator 
for the Lions Eye Bank.
 Debra Clarke, San Jacinto 
College eye care technology 
program director, said students 
regularly visit eye care facilities 

to gain knowledge on the many 
subspecialties of the eye care 
fi eld. The Lions Eye Bank vis-
it followed the students’ recent 
classroom lesson on the cornea.
 “We always embed service 
learning opportunities and 

fi eld trips into our curriculum,” 
said Clarke. “This really en-
sures that we produce the most 
skilled and highly trained eye 
care professionals for the work-
force.”
 The San Jacinto College eye 

care technology program offers 
an Associate of Applied Sci-
ence, Certifi cate of Technology, 
and Optician Preparatory Cer-
tifi cate. For more information, 
visit http://www.sanjac.edu/
career/eye- care-technology.
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Fall, Spring, and Summer 
Programs for children ages three 
(3) months to five (5) years old.

After School Care from South Belt 
Elementary

1750 Riverstone Ranch Road

www.stlukescatholic.com

281-741-7497

14020 Galveston Road 
Suite 180

Webster, Texas  77598
281-218-6744

Catering - 713-412-8807

5968 Fairmont Parkway 
Suite F

Pasadena, Texas  77505
281-487-1400

Catering - 281-979-6846

www.savannahcafeandbakery.comwww.savannahcafeandbakery.com

Call and ask about ourCall and ask about our

COOKIE 
DECORATING

PARTIES
VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL 

YOUR CATERING NEEDSYOUR CATERING NEEDS

WE’RE STILL THE WE’RE STILL THE 
SAME GREAT CAFE & BAKERYSAME GREAT CAFE & BAKERY

South Belt shares 2015 vacation photos

Join us this Sunday! 
Multi-ethnic      Multi-generational 

Singularly focused on Jesus 
 

8:30 am—Traditional Service 
11:00 am—Contemporary Service 

12:15 pm—Servicio en Español 

10030 Scarsdale Boulevard—Houston, Texas 77089—281.484.9243 
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www.galvestonhistory.org

Reyes family takes road trip
John and Sylvia Reyes of South Belt, along with their daughters, Lucy and 
Michelle, ventured on a road trip through seven states in a three-week peri-

Lucy, Michelle, John and Sylvia enjoy the 
sun at Lake Tahoe.

Sylvia, Lucy and Michelle with 
the Golden Gate Bridge in the 
background.

od and drove more than 5,700 
miles on their vacation this 
summer. (See additional pho-
tos Page 5A.)

This summer, Dai and Xuan Pham and their children, Khoa, Khanh and 
Linh Pham, and Xuan’s sisters’ families had a two-week trip to New York, 
Philadelphia, Washington, D.C., and Canada. Most of the group are South 
Belt residents except Lu, Colleen and Nick Pham and Lieu Huynh, who all 
live in New York. (See additional photos Page 5A.)

Family attends graduation, 
visits several cities

At Nicholas Pham’s graduation are, left to right, Linh Pham, Colleen Pham, 
Khanh Pham, Niet Pham (Xuan’s sister), Lan Pham (Xuan’s sister), Khoa 
Truong (Lan’s son), Khoi Truong (Lan’s son), Lieu Huynh (Xuan’s sister), 
Nicholas Pham (Colleen and Lu’s son), Khoa Pham, Minh Pham (Xuan’s sis-
ter), Ilse Vielma (Khoa Truong’s friend), Hung Pham (Minh’s husband), Xuan 
Pham, Lu Pham (Xuan’s brother), Lily Pham (Xuan’s sister) and Dai Pham.

The Pham family in front of the White House, 
Dai, Linh, Xuan, Khanh and Khoa.

Xuan and Linh on the Hornblower 
boat at Niagara Falls.

Dai, Linh and Xuan with the upside 
down house near to Niagara Falls.

Xuan at the Washington stat-
ue inside the National Muse-
um of American History.

 Rep. Pete Olson, R-Tex-
as, recently voted to restore 
law and order in almost 
300 cities across America 
that have thwarted feder-
al laws and provided safe 
havens for law breakers 
who entered the U.S. ille-
gally. Olson voted for, H.R. 
3009, the Enforce the Law 
for Sanctuary Cities Act, 
which cuts off specifi c fed-
eral grants for sanctuary 
cities that defy federal im-
migration law and threaten 
the safety of their commu-
nities. The bill passed the 
House by a vote of 241 to 
179.
 Sanctuary cities reached 
a tipping point after Katie 
Steinle, a San Francisco 
resident, was murdered last 
month by criminal alien 
Francisco Sanchez. He 
was here illegally, deport-
ed fi ve times and identifi ed 
by Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement as an 
enforcement priority, but 
San Francisco, an admit-
ted sanctuary city, failed to 
comply with the request.
 “Sanctuary city policies 
risk our safety,” Olson said. 
“Thanks to a growing im-
migration crisis aided and 
abetted by a willing White 
House, these cities are 
providing a safe haven for 
dangerous criminal aliens, 
endangering the safety of 
law abiding citizens. These 
cities cannot continue to 
thwart federal law without 
consequences. 
 “San Francisco’s failure 
to report Sanchez to federal 
immigration authorities re-
sulted in a preventable trag-
edy. 
 “Withholding federal 
funds from sanctuary cities 
is an important fi rst step to 
getting criminals off our 
streets and restoring law 
and order. I will continue 
to push for stronger interior 
enforcement measures, se-
cure our borders and keep 
our communities safe.”

Olson acts 
to restore law 
and order to 
sanctuary cities
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm,  Sun. 9am - 5pm

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45

& Beamer)
281-484-5945

2916 FM 528
(Friendswood near

West Bay Area Blvd.)
281-996-1070

11613 Broadway
(Next to Pearland Town

Center Mall)
713-436-2326

• Ocean LAVA Carnauba Wax
• rain-guard

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

• Spot Free Rinse
• High Velocity Drying  

     (In Tunnel)
     2 Day Rain Check

The Works

• rain-guard   • Triple Foam Wax
• Clear Coat Protectant

• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

• Spot Free Rinse
• High Velocity Drying  

     (In Tunnel)
    2 Day Rain Check

Shine & 
Protection

• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

• High Velocity Drying  
     (In Tunnel)

                   1 Day Rain Check

Wheels
& Tires

Join our eClub for more savings www.oceancarwashtx.comarwashtx com

• Wash
• High Velocity Drying  

     (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior 

Wash

$16

$13

$10

$6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

USA KARATE

11101 RESOURCE PKWY. 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

After School Care 

Call For DetailsCall For Details  

50% Off50% Off
RegistrationRegistration

Sign up by Aug. 1stSign up by Aug. 1st

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Roy Shiflett RealtorsShiflett Realtors
            281-481-3733

Celebrating
 “45” years!

CALL US TODAY
LET OUR EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!!

WE ARE YOUR WE ARE YOUR 
NEW HOME SPECIALIST!NEW HOME SPECIALIST!

WE HELP YOU BUY & NEGOTIATE:
*PRICE  *TERMS & FINANCING

 ALL at NO CHARGE!!ALL at NO CHARGE!!
NEW HOMES from the $200’s

 • RIVERSTONE RANCH – 4/2.5/2
 • ASHLEY POINTE – 4/3.5/2

Pearland, Clear Lake, League City
or any Houston surrounding areas!

Dobie tennis coach Manuel Moreno Jr. (left), chatting with Lady Longhorn 
doubles player Karen Neira during last spring’s Region III championships, 
knows it may take some time for the 2015 fall team tennis program to develop.

Photo by John Bechtle

Dobie’s team tennis outlook incomplete
 Dobie varsity tennis 
coach Manuel Moreno Jr. 
is proud of the tradition 
he’s helped build over 16 
years as the Longhorns’ 
leader. 
 And he also knows sev-
eral other unproven play-
ers may well have to take 

a big step forward to keep 
the tradition alive.
 Heading into official 
preseason workouts Aug. 
3, Moreno counts as few 
as four players on the 
boys’ side who are des-
tined to play in the top six 
for the team this fall team 

tennis season.
 There are six returning 
players who will anchor 
things on the girls’ side, 
yet finding that seventh 
player may also take some 
time.
 “That’s one of the rea-
sons I scheduled these 

voluntary workouts, and 
we have like 17 nondis-
trict matches to prepare 
for the most important 
part of the season,” More-
no said. “We’re going to 
need every one of those 
nondistrict matches to de-
velop some of these young 
players and figure out who 
fits where, especially on 
the boys’ side.”
 Moreno knew last 
spring that this day – this 
season – would eventually 
come. There’s just no way 
around it sometimes.
 “We’re going to be 
very young, very inexpe-
rienced,” Moreno said. 
“This is really the first 
year in a long time that we 
don’t have an easy No. 1 
choice on the boys’ side. 

Ruben Vargas was that 
guy for the last three sea-
sons, and he graduated. 
 “It’s going to be an in-
teresting year in terms of 
just how things come to-
gether. But I enjoy chal-
lenges, and this just may 
be one.”
 Especially early on, the 
Lady Longhorns will have 
to win more than their fair 
share of matches as Dobie 
seeks  team victories.
 Senior Hai Ho is slated 
at No. 1 right now with 
her doubles partner, Lada 
Heng, in at No. 2. 
 Senior Karen Neira and 
Ashley Deveza, also dou-
bles partners, are set at 
No. 3 and No. 4, respec-
tively, for the present.

Continued on Page 2B

At right, Anthony Ev-
ans became one of the 
state’s all-time leading 
rushers before graduat-
ing from Pearland High 
School in 2001. But all 
of those memories will 
remain in his scrap-
book as he takes over 
as Dobie’s offensive co-
ordinator this season. 
Evans played for cur-
rent Dobie head coach 
Mike Norman when 
both were at Pearland, 
and now the two are 
eager to see what is pos-
sible from an offensive 
standpoint at Dobie. 
With little more than 
summertime off-field 
workouts, some 7-on-7 
action and videotape to 
rely on, Evans is anx-
ious to get started Aug. 
3 when the Longhorns 
open preseason work-
outs. 

Photo by John Bechtle

Evans, Dobie’s new OC, ready to get ball moving
 Anthony Evans has 
been there and done that. 
Upon graduation from 
Pearland High School in 
2001, Evans registered as 
the state’s No. 2 all-time 
leading rusher, having 
gained 6,192 yards and 
scored 66 touchdowns 
over parts of four varsity 
seasons with the Oilers.

 But those days are be-
hind him, and today Ev-
ans’ goal is to ensure the 
next wave of Dobie High 
School football talent 
reaches its full potential.
 For Dobie varsity foot-
ball head coach Mike Nor-
man, reaching out to Evans 
to become the Longhorns’ 
new offensive coordinator  

had to be an easy one. You 
see, Norman was an as-
sistant coach at Pearland 
for 21 seasons, including 
during the time Evans 
played there.
 Now the two represent 
Dobie, and Evans couldn’t 
be happier.
 “Really, it’s about the 
timing for me,” Evans 

said, “And the chance to 
work with Mike (Nor-
man)  is really special. 
We’ve seen some of the 
things Dobie has done in 
the past from afar.
 “I have seen the Dobie 
tradition at work. They 
had two straight seasons 
(1999-2000) where they

Continued on Page 3B

Defensively, Randle
is JFD’s man in charge
 It’s no secret that Do-
bie’s defense will be ex-
pected to handle perhaps 
more than its share of the 
load early this season, and 
first-year defensive co-
ordinator Donald Randle 
will have his unit ready to 
go.
 Spending six years at 
Channelview and then last 
season at Summer Creek, 
Randle might’ve simply 
been in the right spot at the 
right time when this Dobie 
opportunity came up. He’s 
glad it did.
 While incoming Dobie 
head coach Mike Norman 
might very well have had 
offensive coordinator An-
thony Evans at the top of 
his wish list once he was 
hired, the search for a de-
fensive coordinator took a 

bit more time. Randle said 
it likely boiled down to the 
sharing of coaching bud-
dies.
 “I think some of the 
(coaches) I know, he 
knows,” Randle said. 
 “I know he talked to 
Kevin Drone at Pearland, 
who he had worked with 
while he was there. 
 “And I think Mike also 
spoke to Terry Bunn, who 
we both know from Chan-
nelview. I wasn’t interest-
ed in a lateral move. Being 
a coordinator was the next 
step. Here we are, and I 
am very excited to be here 
at Dobie High School.”
 At Dobie, Randle takes 
over a defensive unit that 
should be fairly stout from 
the first snap forward.

Continued on Page 3B

Open 
24 Hrs!24 Hrs!

8-20-15.

Not valid on 
Everyday 

Value Menu

Up to
$8.00

Good at the I-45 at Fuqua Location Only

8-20-15
Not valid on holidays. Valid at Fuqua location only.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
I-45 at Fuqua I-45 at Fuqua •• 281-922-5552 281-922-5552

Beat the Beat the 
Summer Heat Summer Heat 

at Denny’sat Denny’s

Dates to remember
Thursday, July 30 – Dobie varsity tennis coach 
Manuel Moreno will host a voluntary workout for all 
returning varsity players and those expected to com-
pete for varsity spots this fall team tennis season. The 
workout will be held at the Longhorn courts from 6 
to 8 p.m. 

Monday, Aug. 3 through Friday, Aug. 7 –  The Do-
bie varsity tennis program will begin preparation for 
the fall team tennis season with an evening workout 
from 6 to 8 p.m. each session. Fitness runs will also 
be included.

Saturday, Aug. 8 – The Dobie High School tennis 
program will host its annual exes matches Saturday, 
Aug. 8, at the Longhorn courts. Current members 
of the Dobie program will compete against former 
Longhorn players in doubles competition. The action 
will begin at 9 a.m. Any former JFD varsity tennis 
players interested in competing may direct email 
to Dobie tennis head coach Manuel Moreno Jr. at 
mmoreno@pasadenaisd.org.

Longhorns’ Norman can’t wait to get started
 Maybe one night soon, 
Mike Norman will be able 
to sleep a bit easier.
 For now, Dobie’s in-
coming varsity football 
head coach will have to 
take what he can get. Per-
haps Aug. 3 will be the 
night.
 Since he was official-
ly hired as Dobie’s foot-
ball coach back in April, 
Norman has largely been 
a man without a football 
field. 
 Yes, he and the rest 
of the Dobie staff spent 
some time with players in 
the program during what 
was left of the 2014-2015 
school year.
 Norman also had a 

chance to see some of the 
players in action during 
7-on-7 football in June. 
But he’s been ready for 
Aug. 3 longer than any 
football coach should have 
to wait.
 Returning Dobie foot-
ball players will hit the 
practice field for the of-
ficial start of preseason 
practices Aug. 3 at 1:30 
p.m. It might feel like a 
dream for Norman.
 “I’m absolutely ready 
to go,” said Norman, who 
was hired away from 
Pearland High School last 
spring after more than 20 
years as an Oilers’ offen-
sive assistant.
 “There’s been enough 

hours spent in the office 
within these four walls. 
It’ll be exciting to get 
started. We have a great 
group of young men, and 
we’re looking forward to 
getting started.”
 What should players 
expect? Much of the same 
that they’ve been hearing 
in the weight room and 
around the locker room.
 “It’s about finishing,” 
Norman said. “Finish ev-
ery rep, finish every drill. 
There were some games 
that Dobie had a chance 
to win last season by just 
finishing out. That’s a key 
element.
 And for the offensive-

Continued on Page 3B

Dobie Aug. 3 workout times
1:30 p.m. – Sophomores, juniors and seniors 
report; 5:30 p.m. – Incoming freshmen report.

Youth football camp:  Dobie varsity football 
head coach Mike Norman and his staff will kick 
things off by hosting Camp Head Start, open to 
incoming seventh-, eighth- and ninth-grade stu-
dents as of the 2015-2016 school year.
 The camp will run July 30-31, from 8 to 11 
a.m. both days. Members of the Dobie coach-
ing staff will instruct players in all phases of the 
game, including blocking, tackling, throwing, 
catching, running and more. It also represents a 
great opportunity for future JFD players to get 
acclimated to the program and the expectations 
involved. The cost is $40 per student.

New Dobie defensive coordinator Donald Randle 
wants his players to fly to the football, be aggressive 
at the point of attack and force turnovers.

Volleyball sprint to openers begins Aug. 3
 Just seven workout 
days will separate high 
school volleyball pro-
grams from the start of 
the preseason to opening 
night, which will make for 
a fast-paced preseason in 
particular for Dobie and 

Clear Brook. 
 Dawn Gutierrez, who 
will debut as the Lady 
Longhorns’ head coach 
Aug. 11 during a tri match 
against Elkins and North 
Shore, has already told 
her players to be ready to 

accomplish plenty in the 
short period of time. 
 Gutierrez spent some 
time on the Dobie cam-
pus last spring after being 
hired, and she has watched 
closely during open gym-
nasium workouts.
 But seven seniors grad-
uated after last season, and 
the remainder of the roster 
usually undergoes some 
tweaking for one reason 
or another in the offsea-
son. Simply put, the Lady 
Longhorns have to be effi-
cient during this one week 
of workouts plus scrim-
mages.
 “We’re going to be 
looking to get a lot done,” 
Gutierrez said. “We’ll do 
conditioning workouts in 
the morning and then do 
on courts activities in the 
afternoon. We just have to 

put things together quick-
ly.”
 It would help things if 
Dobie possessed a veter-
an roster with returnees 
aplenty. That’s not the 
case, but Dobie will move 
on.
 The program will 
scrimmage at Clear Brook 
Aug. 7 at 2 p.m., and then 
host a scrimmage with La 
Porte Aug. 8, with the ac-
tion starting at 8 a.m.
 The same busy sched-
ule will play out at Clear 
Brook, where head coach 
Meredith Thompson aims 
to get the Lady Wolverines 
back to the playoffs.
 Whereas Dobie’s roster 
must be reloaded at the 
varsity level, Clear Brook 
can rely heavily on setter 
Jaden Newsome as well as

Continued on Page 3B 

Senior Alaina Sitka brings back front row experi-
ence to a Dobie varsity volleyball team that, at least 
from the outset of the season, will be seeking addi-
tional help at the net.
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Lions set more key dates
 The Thompson Intermediate football coaching 
staff has released more key dates as the start of the 
school year nears. Those returning to the eighth-
grade football program may pick up their practice 
equipment Friday, Aug. 14, from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Students planning to play seventh-grade football 
may pick up their gear from 1 to 3 p.m. There will 
also be a second equipment pickup date, Monday, 
Aug. 24, from 1 to 3 p.m. Football practice will 
begin on the first day of school, which is Tuesday, 
Aug. 25. Those wishing to participate in any prac-
tice or workout must have a completed athletics 
physical for the 2015-2016 school year on file at the 
school prior to participation. There are no excep-
tions. The Thompson football program will prac-
tice in pads for the first time on Saturday, Aug. 29, 
with seventh-grade students involved from 9 to 10 
a.m. and eighth-grade students involved from 10:30 
to noon. Other information will be available in the 
Leader when merited.

SBHLL Back to School baseball
 The Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League will 
host its annual Back to School tournament for 
16-under teams Aug. 21-23 at the league facility 
at El Franco Lee Park. The team fee is $300, and 
each team is guaranteed at least three games. Each 
team must also provide two game balls. For more 
information, call Chris Escalera at 832-630-4007 or 
direct email to chubrock30@yahoo.com.

Sagemont-Beverly Hills fall ball
 The Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League will 
host registration for its upcoming fall league. The 
registration dates include Saturday, Aug. 1 and 
Saturday, Aug. 8, both from noon to 2 p.m. at the 
league’s facility at El Franco Lee Park. Players 
must have turned 4 years old or more by Jan. 1, 
2015, to be eligible to compete. The fee is $75 per 
player, which includes a team shirt and cap. There 
is a sibling discount for those families who register 
more than one player. The first games of the sea-
son will be contested Sept. 20, and each team will 
compete in at least six ganes on alternating Sun-
days after 1 p.m. For more information, visit the 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little League page on 
Facebook. 

JFD youth swimming camp
 Dobie High School swimming coach Bradley 
Nguyen will host the Longhorns’ annual youth camp 
Aug. 3-6 at the Beverly Hills Intermediate pool, 
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. each day. The fee is $60 cash or 
check (made out to Dobie H.S. swim booster club), 
and includes a camp T-shirt. Participants should wear 
swimming attire and bring goggles, towel, water, etc. 
Parents of participants are required to cover medical 
insurance/costs as the Pasadena ISD does not cover 
students’ insurance for summer fitness/recreation pro-
grams.  For more information, direct email to Nguyen 
at KTNguyen@pasadenaisd.org.

Lady Longhorn cross-country
 Dobie High School cross-country coach Tina 
Knight-Gray will begin preseason training for both 
returning at incoming freshmen Monday, Aug. 3, at 
7 a.m., in front of the school’s athletic field house. 
Those wishing to train must have a completed athlet-
ics physical for the 2015-2016 school year on file at 
the school. There are no exceptions.

Sports news, notes

Five local players helped the Bayou City Baysox excel in the 
United States Specialty Sports Association’s Global World Se-
ries in Gulf Shores, Ala. In the end, the Baysox finished second 
among the 20-team field of competition. The South Belt area 

players, who have played together since their years in T-Ball, 
include, left to right, Sean Bonner, Jacob Perez, Marcelo Mer-
ced, Chucky Wilson and Noah Torres.

Local baseballers help Baysox capture second at USSSA series

Dobie senior-to-be Kaelon Woods has seen his summer baseball season ex-
tended as a member of the Houston RBI Baseball senior division squad. 
Woods threw a four-hit shutout in the championship game as Houston de-
feated Austin 5-0 in the Southwest Regional event. Going the seven-inning 
distance, Woods punched out seven hitters along the way. Houston RBI is 
now set to compete in the RBI World Series Aug. 10-15 in Grapevine and 
Arlington. The championship game will be played Aug. 15 at The Ballpark 
in Arlington, the home of the Texas Rangers.

Woods leads Houston RBI to series stop

The Texas Storm, a South Belt-based 12-under select baseball 
team, captured top honors at the Rumble on Dumble tourna-
ment in Baytown, defeating the Diablos, 7-4, in the champi-
onship game. Members of the team are, left to right, (front 

row) Norberto Ramirez, Jr., Marcelo Merced, Colby Moorer, 
Mario Irachete, Xavier Lerma, (middle row) Xavier Tellez Lo-
pez, Noah Torres, Cameron Jauregui, Aaron Longoria, Kyle 
Redmon, (back row) coaches Felipe Tellez and Craig Redmon.

Storm Baseball 12U wins championship at Rumble on Dumble

Dobie players – past and present – do their part

Dobie sophomore baseball player Owen Castillo 
(left) and former Dobie player Frank Mora helped 
guide the Houston RBI junior division squad to 
the MLB RBI Urban Youth Academy World Series 
with a 6-1 victory over Arlington in the champion-
ship game July 26. Castillo, a subvarsity player for 
Dobie who joined the varsity roster for the play-
offs in May, saw time at catcher and in the outfield, 

and also pitched for the Houston squad during 
both the regular and playoff seasons. Like Dobie 
senior Kaelon Woods (see photo at right), Castillo 
and Mora will be in Arlington and Grapevine Aug. 
10-15 with hopes of bringing a championship back 
to Houston. Mora’s brother, Michael, was a senior 
on the 2015 varsity team at Dobie. 

Newcomers have legit shot to be part of Dobie’s tennis future
Continued from Page 1B
Lelaini Vargas, a sopho-
more who was in the top 
six for all of last season, 
will also be counted on to 
improve. Hellen Le, a ju-
nior, is currently at No. 6.
 For the boys, senior 
Luis Cabreja is at the top 
of his game heading into 
the season and is battling 

Albert Luu, another se-
nior, for the top seed. 
 From there, Ricky Pe-
rez, a sophomore who has 
been playing tennis for 
only about a year or more, 
is viewed as a top-of-the-
ladder guy. David Ho is 
another option. As for the 
No. 5 and No. 6 seeds as 
well as added depth, check 

back later.
 Moreno is also looking 
at options in the mixed 
doubles division. Ruben 
Vargas and Theresa Tran 
gave Dobie a near auto-
matic win in 2014, but 
both have graduated.
 “I’m proud of the work 

Cabreja has put in during 
the offseason,” Moreno 
said. 
 “He’s dedicated himself 
to being the best player he 
can be. I heard he won the 
Sportmanship Award at 
the Pasadena ZAT tourna-
ment and has played well 

overall.
 “We just really have 
some big questions on the 
boys’ side especially, but 
it’s early. 
 “We don’t play our first 
district match till Sept. 15, 
so we’ll know a lot more 
about what we are dealing 

with then.”
 District 22-6A new-
comer Dawson came away 
with the league champion-
ship during the fall team 
tennis season.
 With several key play-
ers slated to return to the 
Eagles this season, the 

Longhorns may have a 
tough time unseating the 
frontrunners.
 But Moreno doesn’t 
enjoy settling for second 
place, and the Longhorns 
have a history of coming 
up with big performances. 
Let the fun begin.

Hai Ho (left) and Lada Heng could very well bat-
tle it out all season for the No. 1 seeding in girls’ 
singles play this fall. But perhaps more importantly, 
the two will combine to play No. 1 girls’ doubles for 
the team.

Albert Luu has paid his dues and excelled while do-
ing so within the Dobie tennis program. Now, the se-
nior has a great chance to represent his team as the  
No. 1 boys’ singles player.

SBHLL news
Arnesen back as prez;

league adds board aides
 Cheryl Arnesen’s re-
turn as president of the 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills 
Little League highlighted 
the league’s annual board 
elections for the 2016 sea-
son.
 Along the way, many 
other board members from 
the 2015 season also re-
turned to their previous 
roles or assumed new du-
ties.
 The board still has sev-
eral positions available, 

including major division 
director and player agent; 
coach pitch/minor divi-
sions director and play-
er agent; assistant con-
cession stand director, 
junior/senior concession 
stand director and T-ball 
field maintenance direc-
tor.  
 Anyone interested in 
any of the available roles 
may direct email to league 
officials at SBHLL@hot 
mail.com.

SBHLL 2016 Board Members

President: Cheryl Arnesen

VP Little League: Gina Trevino

VP Junior/Senior: Chris Escalera

Treasurer: Adabel Perrett

Secretary: TC Bennett

Challenger Div. Dir.: Tammie Medina

Safety Officer: Bryce Sommerfelt

Coaching Coordinator: Greg Gonzalez

Equipment Manager: Eusebio Reynero

Team Mom Coord.: Kim Sommerfelt

Information Officer: Daisy Gonzalez

Auxiliary Chair: Brandy Harris

Parliamentarian: Chad Sullivan

T-Ball Director: Tessa Mohwinkel

Jr./Sr. Director: CJ Hernandez

Concession Director: Andrew Rodriguez

Major Field Maintenance: Jose Torres

Minor Field Maintenance: Joseph Lind

Peewee Field Maint.: Adam Abidlatif

Coach Pitch Field Maint.: Roberto Trevino
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY, JULY 30

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday, 7 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for infor-
mation, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., 
Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, con-
tact Dr. Dave Glandorf, bridge instructor, at drglandorf@sbcglobal.
net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6 per game or $15 per lesson. For 
more information, call the club at 281-486-1911.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous, noon, 2245 N. Main (building next to pawn 
shop). For information, call 713-856-1611.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise for indi-
viduals with Parkinson’s disease, 4 to 5 p.m., Kindred Rehabilitation 
Hospital Clear Lake, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Call 713-
313-1652 or visit www.hapsonline.org for a list of all services.

6:30 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association meets at the Sagemont Park and 
Recreation Center on Hughes Road. For more information call Ericka 
McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990.

6:30 p.m.
CrossRoads Support Group – Those who are the husband, wife or 
partner of a chronically ill/disabled person may join a new support 
group, Well Spouse, the last Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. at CrossRoads United Methodist Church, 10030 Scarsdale. 
Free childcare provided. For more information, contact Jennnifer 
Miller at houstonwellspouse@gmail.com or 713-724-2360, or visit 
the Well Spouse Association at http://www.wellspouse.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group of Narcotics 
Anonymous, open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518) at 
the First Presbyterian Church in the youth building on the Westminster 
side. For information, call 713-856-1611.
Al-Anon (English Speaking) – Provides support for family and 
friends of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday, 7 p.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, room 215. 
Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alateen – Provides support for teenage children, friends and family 
members of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday, 7 p.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, room 208. 

Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
8:30 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held 
Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 
p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For infor-
mation, call 713-204-2481.

FRIDAY, JULY 31
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday, 7 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for infor-
mation, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., 
Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, con-
tact Dr. Dave Glandorf, bridge instructor, at drglandorf@sbcglobal.
net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6 per game or $15 per lesson. For 
more information, call the club at 281-486-1911.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – West End Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous, noon, Shepherd of the Heart United Methodist Church, 
12005 County Road 39, Pearland. For information, call 713-856-1611.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Provides support for 
family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 6 p.m., room 215, First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 
1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Genealogical Society – Meets the last Friday of each 
month at University Baptist Church, 16106 Middlebrook Drive in 
Clear Lake. Coffee and socializing is at 6:30 and the meeting begins 
at 7 p.m. For more information, visit www.TxBayAreaGen.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics 
Anonymous, open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., (Hwy 35), in building 
next to pawn shop. For more information, call 713-856-1611.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, Saturdays, 7:30 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop 
in.

10 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics 
Anonymous, open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., (Hwy 35), in building 

next to pawn shop. For more information, call 713-856-1611.
11 a.m.

Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For persons whose 
lives are affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First United 
Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy, Cornell 
Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., 
Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, con-
tact Dr. Dave Glandorf, bridge instructor, at drglandorf@sbcglobal.
net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6 per game or $15 per lesson. For 
more information, call the club at 281-486-1911.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., 
Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, con-
tact Dr. Dave Glandorf, bridge instructor, at drglandorf@sbcglobal.
net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6 per game or $15 per lesson. For 
more information, call the club at 281-486-1911.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved one. 
Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter and Christmas, 2 to 
3:15 p.m., First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway. For information, call 281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, Sundays, 
5:30 p.m., Chapel of the Educational Building at Life Church in 
Houston, 9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for information or 
to RSVP for child care.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Candlelight Meeting, Sunday, 6:30 p.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics 
Anonymous NA meets Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. Main St., Pearland 
(building next to pawn shop). For information, call 713-856-1611.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held 
Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 
p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For infor-
mation, call 713-204-2481.

MONDAY, AUGUST 3
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Monday, 10 to 11 a.m., Literature Study. In His 

Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P. St., Deer Park. Enter 
through Fellowship Hall, back of church. Call 409-454-5720 for infor-
mation.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., 
Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, con-
tact Dr. Dave Glandorf, bridge instructor, at drglandorf@sbcglobal.
net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6 per game or $15 per lesson. For 
more information, call the club at 281-486-1911.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of church. 
Call 409- 454-5720 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon at 2245 N. Main (building next 
to pawn shop). For more information, call 713-856-1611.

2 p.m.
Genealogy Group – Parker Williams Genealogy Group meets from 
2 to 4 p.m. on fi rst and third Mondays of each month at the Parker 
Williams Library, Beamer at Scarsdale. Public is invited. For informa-
tion, email Liz Hicks at erootrot@usa.net. 

3:30 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 
655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a 
complete list of services offered. For adults with Parkinson’s disease 
only.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Mondays at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua, 6 
p.m. Come and improve crossword game playing skills. Call 281-488-
2923 for more information.

6:30 p.m.
New Directions Singles – Group for ages 55 and older meets the 
first and third Mondays for a potluck dinner, 6:30 p.m., at  Webster 
Presbyterian Church, 201 W. NASA Parkway, Webster. The dinner 
may include guest speakers and/or group activities. For more infor-
mation, call Bambi at 281-482-7143 or 281-795-4514.

6:30 p.m.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – meets Mondays 
at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2535 E. Broadway (FM 518). Enter 
door closest to recycling bins. For more information, call 713-865-
3668 or visit www.oahouston.org.

Beverly Hills Intermediate Football Camp
Aug 3 to Aug. 7 (M-F) at the school

Applicant’s Name:                                                                                              

School:                                                                                                               

Grade entering 2015-2016:

Age:                                Height:                               Weight:                             

Positions: Offense:                                         Defense:                                         

I wish to enroll my child in the 2015 football camp. I understand that neither 

the coaches nor anyone connected with the football camp will assume any 

responsibility for accidents, medical, dental or other expenses incurred as a 

result of injuries sustained during the camp. I further acknowledge that my 

child is physically fit to participate.

Parent / Guardian signature:                                                                          

Home phone:                                          Work phone:                                       

Address:                                                City:                      Zip:                         

Emergency contact/phone:                                                                                 

Physician/phone:                                                                                                

Camp to be held at Beverly Hills Intermediate School

Cost is $30 per student. Please no checks or money orders. Cash only.

Camp hours are 4:30 to 6 p.m. each day for incoming seventh-grade students; 

6 to 7 p.m. for incoming eighth-grade students.

Report 15 minutes early Aug. 3. Bring tennis shoes. Cleats optional.

For more information, call coach Ben Portis at 713-299-0251.

San Jacinto College
2015 Men’s Soccer Schedule

 Date Opponent Time
 Aug. 15 UTRGV  7 p.m.

 Aug. 18 Houston-Tillotson  7 p.m.

 Aug. 19 LSUA  5 p.m.

 Aug. 22 St. Mary’s  7 p.m.

 Sept. 2 at Western Texas  2 p.m.

 Sept. 7 Richland   5:30 p.m.

 Sept. 11 *at Paris  5 p.m.

 Sept. 12 *at Northeast  3 p.m.

 Sept. 18 *Laredo  7 p.m.

 Sept. 20 *Coastal Bend   3 p.m.

 Sept. 25 *at Tyler  7 p.m.

 Sept. 26 *at Jacksonville  3 p.m.

 Oct. 2 at Kansas City (Dallas)  7 p.m.

 Oct. 4 Richland (Dallas)  noon

 Oct. 9 *Paris  1 p.m.

 Oct. 11 *Northeast   3 p.m.

 Oct. 14 *Jacksonville  7 p.m.

 Oct. 16 *at Laredo  5 p.m.

 Oct. 17 *at Coastal Bend  5 p.m.

 Oct. 21 *Tyler  7 p.m.

 Oct. 23 at Hill  4 p.m.

 Oct. 28 Region XIV tourn.  TBA

 Oct. 31 Region XIV tourn.  TBA

 Nov. 6-8 District championships  TBA

 Nov. 16-21 National championships  TBA
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 Nose guard Chandler 
Tisby, now a senior, was 
the 22-5A Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year in 
2013 in his first season as 
a starter. 
 Outside linebacker De-
drick Simpson might be 
one of the district’s best 
at his position in a league 
already loaded with stand-
out linebackers. There are 
other top returnees as well. 
 What approach will 
Dobie take defensively? 
For Randle, the answer is 
simple. “We’re going to 
fly around, be quick to the 
football, be aggressive and 
look to create turnovers,” 
he said.
 “Particularly in the 
Houston area, teams want 
to spread you out defen-
sively yet still want to 
feature the running game. 
To be able to play the 
passing game well, you 
have to stop the running 
game well so that you can 

put yourself in favorable 
downs and distances.”
 Simpson and Tisby are 
the big names on the de-
fensive side of the football, 
and rightly so. However, 
Randle says the primary 
goal from Aug. 3 until the 
night of the season opener 
Aug. 28 at Deer Park, the 
focus is on the team game.
 “We have to identify 
our top 11 players and 
get them on the field, but 
then we also have to have 
a good, solid core of seven 
or eight players who can 
help us at any given time,” 
Randle said.
 “In this day and age, 
teams are snapping the 
ball faster and trying to 
keep your primary guys 
on the field. I’m sure there 
are guys on this team that 
feel like they have earned 
to play every down. But 
in some situations, with 
the heat and other factors, 
that’s just not possible. 
Depth is extremely impor-

tant so we can get some 
of these guys a breather 
without losing a step on 
the field.”
 All of that leads to an-
other primary focus this 
preseason, Randle added. 
“We have to get comfort-
able out there, be comfort-
able in what our respective 
jobs are and trust one an-
other to be where they are 
supposed to be,” he said.
 “It’s my job to coach 
them up. You’re not al-
ways going to be in a situ-
ation year after year where 
60 kids walk in off the 
street and are ready to go. 
You have to coach from 
point A in order to get to 
Z. 
 “I was excited watching 
some of these guys in the 
7-on-7 action. I look for 
the competitiveness and 
the willingness to be there 
for one another. We have 
a good, solid group here. 
Aug. 3 cannot get here fast 
enough.”  

New Sageglen tennis courts now in play

The Sageglen community is now able to enjoy the 
new tennis courts at the Sageglen Community As-
sociation facility. Residents may access the tennis 
courts by using a key, which is available in the 

association office. Pictured are board members 
Sam Weeke and Mary Maddox (center) who are 
flanked by employees Cathy Smith (right) and 
Barbara Weeke (left).         Photo by Lori Rodriguez

Randle to guide Dobie’s “D”

Dobie varsity football head coach Mike Norman, 
shown discussing a pass route with quarterback Ty-
ler Giron (left) and receiver Jaylon Bolden in May, 
is ready to lead the Longhorns into preseason work-
outs. The Longhorns’ returning players will open 

things Aug. 3 at 1:30 p.m., with the incoming fresh-
men to follow at 5:30 p.m. that first week. Dobie will 
also play an intrasquad scrimmage Saturday, Aug. 
8. Dobie kicks off the regular season Aug. 28, at Deer 
Park.

Norman era officially starts Aug. 3
Continued from Page 1B
minded coach, Norman 
says getting the remain-
der of the offense installed 
and getting the players 
acclimated to it will take 
center stage on his side of 
the ball.
 “We’re pleased with 
what we’ve been able to 
get done offensively, but 
there’s still a long way to 
go,” Norman said. 
 “Getting these guys 
together as a team and de-

veloping that camaraderie 
and chemistry together on 
the field is also big.”
 Dobie has as few as 
three full-time offensive 
starters back in the mix. 
Perhaps if there is any 
season to integrate a new 
offense, it’s this one. How-
ever, the transition still 
needs to be as seamless as 
possible. 
 Once Aug. 3 hits, Dobie 
will have, basically, 20 or 
so days to prepare for the 

opener at Deer Park. That 
comes Aug. 28. 
 And while it may be 
hotter outside currently 
than the law should allow, 
the pads will go on Aug. 
7. Dobie will host an in-
trasquad scrimmage the 
morning of Aug. 8.
 “The (University Inter-
scholastic League) says 
we have to go four days 
without the pads,” Norman 
said. “After that, we’ll get 
out there. We want to see 

what some of these guys 
can do with the pads on.
 “That first scrimmage, 
the defense may take it 
to us. But that may be a 
good thing. We expect this 
defense to be pretty good 
this season.”
 Above all, Norman is 
simply ready to get started 
out on the football field. 
He’s waited for this day 
for what seems like for-
ever. And he needs some 
sleep.

Continued from Page 1B
had back-to-back 12-1 
seasons. Granted that was 
the late ’90s (into 2000), 
but those accomplish-
ments are still possible.
 “It’s a team game, and 
I’ve always felt that way. 
One of my greatest memo-
ries at Pearland was when 
we made the playoffs that 
first time.
 “It’s not about one play-
er or a group of players, 
but it’s about the team.”
 In line with what Nor-
man speaks of offensively, 
the goal at Dobie in Evans’ 
offense is to focus on exe-
cution and being efficient. 
If the big plays come, the 
big plays come. But the 
Longhorns will throw the 
ball and run the ball with 
the execution of the little 

things in mind.
 Offensively, Dobie has 
Tyler Giron back as the 
leading candidate to start 
under center in the Deer 
Park opener, but junior 
Jeremy Davis is also ex-
pected to see time.
 At running back, the 
Longhorns have Anthony 
Owens, a reserve  in 2014, 
as the most experienced 
tailback. Freshman Kris 
Morris could very well see 
time at some point.
 The receiving group 
includes Jaylon Bolden, 
Kaelon Woods and Breon 
Simmons as the top re-
turnees.
 Dobie’s offensive line 
will feature five new start-
ers, as well as a new starter 
at tight end.
 It may not be the ideal 

situation for a first-year 
coordinator, but Evans is 
confident things can and 
will come together quicker 
rather than not.
 “We’re fortunate in that 
we only have three new 
coaches, so we have been 
able to use the knowl-
edge and experience of 
our coaches in relation to 
these players.
 “As I said, it’s a team 
game, and we’ll find ways 
to move the football and 
put points on the board,” 
Evans added.
 “There’s some great 
athletes here. We’re a 
little bit behind because 
we didn’t have the spring 
to install the offense, but 
we’ll get there. We’re fo-
cused on Game 1 against 
Deer Park. 

Evans excited to lead offense

Meredith Thompson, varsity volleyball head coach 
at Clear Brook, hopes her team can get back into 
playoff contention this season after a rough go of 
things in 2014.

VB gets underway
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Jordan Russell, a sopho-
more middle blocker. 
Newsome, entering her 
third season as a starter, 
was named to the Great-
er Houston Volleyball 

Coaches Association’s 
FAB 50 list.
 Russell, who is set to 
play a big role up front for 
Clear Brook, was listed as 
a Player to Watch by the 
GHVCA. 

SJC soccer to start
 The San Jacinto Col-
lege’s men’s soccer team, 
looking to unseat four-
time defending national 
champion Tyler as the 
team to beat in Region 
XIV, will open its season 
Aug. 15.
 Players on this season’s 
roster are due to arrive 

on campus within days. 
After taking the time to 
complete registration for 
school and other details, 
the team will begin work-
outs under head coach Ian 
Spooner.
 SJC will open confer-
ence play Sept. 11 at Par-
is. 
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Advertise in the 
Leader!

281-481-5656
www.southbeltleader.com

Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

s 
Turn those unwanted items in your 

garage and closets into cash. Bring ads 
into the Leader office by Tuesday or use 

the mail slot by the front door.
11555 Beamer      281-481-565611555 Beamer      281-481-5656

CALENDAR
Continued from Page 3B

MONDAY, AUGUST 3
7 p.m.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics Anonymous, open meeting, 7 p.m., 
2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), First Presbyterian Church in the youth building on the Westminster side. 
For more information, call 713-856-1611.
Friends Helping Friends Grief Support Group – Group meets Mondays, Kindred Rehabilitation 
Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster, 7 to 8:15 p.m., in the staff meeting room. Anyone who 
has lost a loved one is welcome. Free. For information, call Betty Bielat at 281-474-3430 or Diana 
Kawalec at 281-334-1033.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday at 7 a.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-
8787 for information, or just drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, an old-time kitchen and a turn-
of-the-century doctor’s office. Tuesday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. 
For information, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 
Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, contact Dr. Dave Glandorf, bridge instructor, at drglandorf@sbcglobal.
net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6 per game or $15 per lesson. For more information, call the club at 
281-486-1911.

11:30 a.m.
Local NARFE Meeting – The National Association of Retired Federal Employees, Chapter 1321, 
meets the first Tuesday of each month in the Clear Lake Community Center, 5001 NASA Parkway. A 
meal will be available for $6. For more information, call Bob Mitchell at 281-333-2881.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon, 
at 2245 N. Main (building next to pawn shop). For more information, call 713-856-1611.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets weekly, Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., Golfcrest Country Club, 2509 
Country Club Drive, Pearland. Lunch is served for $15. Variety of interesting speakers. For informa-
tion, call 281-900-7257 or visit nalix@texascitizensbank.com.

1 p.m.
Trailmixers – Meets the first Tuesday of the month at the Luby’s Cafeteria on Fuqua. Former and 
current employees of J. Frank Dobie High School are welcome for lunch and conversation.
Ballroom Dance Practice – Tuesdays, Hometown Heroes Park, League City. Come and enjoy free 
ballroom dancing,1 to 3 p.m., on a beautiful 3,630 sq. ft. fl oating hardwood fl oor. Dancers practice to 
a large variety of ballroom music. Instructor available to assist people with new moves. Everyone is 
welcome! For questions, call 281-554-1180. 1001 East League City Pkwy.

1:30 p.m
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – TOPS #1530 meets at the Sagemont Park Community Center, 
11507 Hughes Road, at 1:30 p.m. For information, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Provides support for family and friends of alcoholics 
or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 6 p.m., First United Methodist Church,  room 215, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Quilt Guild – Meets the first Tuesday of each month at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church located 
at 10310 Scarsdale Blvd., Houston. Fellowship begins at 6:30 p.m. Meeting and program begin at 7 
p.m. Come for a good time and a chance to see some quilts. Guests welcome.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics Anonymous, open meeting, 7 p.m., 
2930 E. Broadway (FM 518) at the First Presbyterian Church in the youth building on the Westminster 
side. For information, call 713-856-1611.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., 
and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For 
information, call 713-204-2481.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist 
Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
information, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 
Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, contact Dr. Dave Glandorf, bridge instructor, at drglandorf@sbcglobal.
net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6 per game or $15 per lesson. For more information, call the club at 
281-486-1911.

11:30 a.m.
Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club – meets on the first and third Wednesday of the month, 11:30 
a.m., Golden Corral, 12500 Gulf Freeway (Fuqua and I-45). December may be an exception. For 
information, call Monica Montoya at 281-794-5531.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
at 2245 N. Main (next to pawn shop). For information, call 713-856-1611.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Provides support for family and friends of alcoholics 
or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 6 p.m., First United Methodist Church,  room 215, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.
Alzheimer’s Support Group – The free group meets the first Wednesday of each month in the third 
floor classrooms 3 and 4 of Bayshore Medical Center, 4000 Spencer Hwy.  in Pasadena. For more 
information, call 713-944-4782 or 713-266-6400.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics Anonymous, open meeting, meets at 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518) at the First Presbyterian Church in the youth building on the 
Westminster side. For more information, call 713-856-1611.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – The Southeast Houston group meets twice each month. 
The group offers support and coping skills in a non-threatening environment to adult individuals who 
have lost a loved one to suicide. For information on registration or to obtain a physical address for a 
location, call 713-533-4500 or visit www.crisishotline.org.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center  – Confidential domestic violence support group 
for women, 7 p.m., 210 S. Walnut off NASA Pkwy. between I-45 South and Highway 3. Call 281-338-
7600 or visit www.bayareaturningpoint.com for information. 24-hour crisis hotline is 281-286-2525.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” each Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
information, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 
Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, contact Dr. Dave Glandorf, bridge instructor, at drglandorf@sbcglobal.
net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6 per game or $15 per lesson. For more information, call the club at 
281-486-1911.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics Anonymous, noon, 2245 N. 
Main (building next to pawn shop). For information, call 713-856-1611.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise for individuals with Parkinson’s disease, 
4 to 5 p.m., Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital Clear Lake, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Call 
713-313-1652 or visit www.hapsonline.org for a list of all services.

6:30 p.m.
Diabetes Support Group – A support group for young adults with Type 1 diabetes. All subjects are 
open for discussion: new technologies, research advances, fears, phobias, dating and other personal 
matters. Meets the first Thursday of each month (or the second Thursday if that day is a holiday) at 
various restaurants in the area. Contact Dan Steiner, CDE, at 713-922-9677 for more information.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group of Narcotics Anonymous, open meeting, 7 p.m., 
2930 E. Broadway (FM 518) at the First Presbyterian Church in the youth building on the Westminster 
side. For information, call 713-856-1611.
Al-Anon (English Speaking) – Provides support for family and friends of alcoholics and addicts. 
Thursday at 7 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, Room 215. 
Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alateen – Provides support for teenage children, friends and family members of alcoholics and 
addicts. Thursday, 7 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, room 
208. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
The Bay Area Writers League – Meets the first Thursday of each month, Barnes and Noble, Bay 
Area Blvd. and the Gulf Freeway. 7 p.m. Newcomers welcome. 

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., 
and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For 
information, call 713-204-2481.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

HELP WANTED LEADER READERS

281-488-3362281-488-3362
Eco-Pest, Inc.

PEST

TM

ARRESTERS

Good Driving Record Required. Background 
Check. Experience Preferred. Will Train.

PEST CONTROL TECHNICIANPEST CONTROL TECHNICIAN

Private School Needs 
Full-time

2ND GRADE TEACHER
& PART-TIME HELP

Apply in Person: 11410 Hall Rd. 
Goudeau Accelerated Preparatory Academy

281-481-3630

LOCK AND SAFE, INC.

Apply in Person @
10638 Almeda Genoa Rd.

Or Call 713-947-0237

Wanted: 
Warehouse Helper/Shop Helper

WILLING TO TRAIN
Valid D.L. • No Criminal Record

Clean Background • Multi-Tasker

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. South 
Belt Area. Free Estimates.
New Computers For Sale. 
Deal with a Technician Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 713-
991-1355. 7-30
SOUTHBELT - Data-Sys-
tems - Hard Drive Data Re- 
covery - Linux Installation. 
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, 
281-922-4160. E-mail: sds 
@walkerlaw.com TF

GARAGE SALE
11402 FRUITWOOD on cul 
de sac. Fri & Sat, July 31 & 
Aug 1, 7 a.m. - noon.     7-30

HEALTH
HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED 
on the job or in an automo-
bile accident? The company 
doctor or insurance compa-
ny doctor is not your doctor. 
He works for the  company. 
In Texas you get to choose 
your doctor. Call me, Dr. 
Michael Stokes for your free 
consultation - 281-481-1623. 
I WILL WORK for you. I have 
been relieving back and neck 
pain for South Belt families 
for over 30 years. I want to 
be your chiropractor.        TF

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS/OWNER OPS! 
Local Work! Home Daily, 
Benefits! CDL-A, 1 yr exp, 
Great Driving record. 
Sunsetlogistics.com 281-
693-4587 or 888-215-4285. 
                                  7-30

DRIVERS: CDL-A CO & 
O/O. New Lease to Purchase 
program! $4000 SIGN ON! 
Regional & OTR available. 
855-252-1634 8-6
DRIVERS - $5K sign-on 
bonus!!! .40cpm, 2900mpw. 
New equipment, Outstand-
ing medical/dental benefits, 
Safety bonus plans! 
Dedicated Flatbed with 
PODS. No tarps/chains. 
CDL-A/2 years TT exp. req. 
Call 855-205-6361. 8-6 

INSTRUCTIONAL
TUTORING AVAILABLE! All 
ages, many subjects, flexi-
ble schedule, reasonable 
rates. Tutor holds A.A., B.A., 
M.A. Call or email: 281-309-
7375,  karma@karmalen 
non.com. TF

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE: EASTON FAST 
Pitch Bat. Black and yellow. 
32” / 22oz. advanced com-
posite barrel (2 1/4in.). 
Evenly balanced. Like new 
condition. No dings. Asking 
$150. Was $300 originally. 
Call 281-222-2833. Can 
leave message. TF
FOR SALE: Dining room set 
- includes table w-6 chairs 
and china cabinet. 713-410-
4425 7-30

PERSONALS
TRAVELING partner (senior 
citizen) wanted to travel to 
Thailand for 1-3 months dur-
ing winter. Mail personal 

information including tele-
phone number to 10592 
Fuqua, Ste. A360, Houston, 
TX 77089. 7-30

PETS
YOUNG CAT - Playful, gray 
& white, short hair, shots, 
spayed. 713-944-1118. Pay 
ad cost. 7-30
KITTENS NEED GOOD 
HOME - 10 weeks old, 3 
Tabby & White Girls, 1 Black 
Male with white feet, sweet, 
domestic shorthair, frisky, 
purring, loving personality, 
wormed and litterbox 
trained! FREE. 281-433-
3362 Sagemont 7-30

SERVICES
HANDYMAN: Painting inte-
r ior / exterior, 
sheetrock,wood fences, tree 
services, trimming & remov-
al, mulch, lay fresh grass, 
pressure washing.Ruben 
832-276-4820  or handy-
manservices0615@gmail.
com 8-6
PRESSURE WASHING - 
Houses, driveways, side-
walks, etc. Free estimates. 
Please call Scott at 979-
235-0645. (Businesses or 
Residential) 7-30
SEWING & ALTERATIONS 
for men, women & home 
fashions. Experienced 
seamstress. Call Karen at 
713-943-7935 TF

Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future 
Childcare and Learning Center is

NOW H I R I NG !
#1 Hughes Rd. - 11590 Hughes Rd.

281-484-2376281-484-2376
• Infant Teacher • 3 Year Old Teacher

#2 Scarsdale - 12490 Scarsdale
281-464-2366281-464-2366

• Cook • Infant Teacher • 3 Year Old Teacher

EXPERIENCE PREFERRED
–– Please Apply in Person ––

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words - $10 for 1 
week •  3 Weeks - $27  

REAL ESTATE

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
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          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $21
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  
A/C CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

★★★★★★

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

★★★★★★★

HAYDEN AIR & HEATHAYDEN AIR & HEAT
Now is the time to take advantage of reduced prices!

License #TACLB4351C
281-481-3914281-481-3914

BIG SAVINGS!
BIG SAVINGS!ASK ABOUT 

ASK ABOUT 

ATTIC INSULATIoN
ATTIC INSULATIoN

NO OVERTIME 
NO OVERTIME 

CHARGE!CHARGE!

INTEREST-FREE 
INTEREST-FREE FINANCING 
FINANCING AVAILABLE WAC

AVAILABLE WAC

Ask About 
Centerpoint Energy

REBATES
Up to $1200

Factory Rebate (Ask for Details) or

12 Months Interest-Free 
Financing

with Approved Credit, with Coupon, 
Limit One Coupon Per Customer. 

Exp. 08-31-15

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR
We service all major 

home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

Serving & Saving Your Community
for 18 Years

A-Rated on Angie’s List
281-692-1684 MPL #18439

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Etc.

Swimming Pool Demos
WE ARE INSURED

Business 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us

–– We also Haul Trash ––

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

• SHEET ROCK SPECIALIST • POWER WASHING • SHEET ROCK SPECIALIST • POWER WASHING 
• PAINTING - INT./EXT. • PLUMBING 

• ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS • HARDI BOARD

Jim Elder • 281-484-2685
E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

Advertise in the Leader!
281-481-5656

www.southbelt
leader.com

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

$35 OFF
YOUR FIRST REPAIR

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

281-552-8357
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

WWW.ABACUSPLUMBINGAC.COM

Alan O’Neill, CEO, MPL 20628, TACLB 49330E

All Major Credit Cards Accepted!
MPL39885

Licensed & Insured 

713-340-0404

$40 OFF 
SERVICE REPAIR

*One coupon per household.
Not valid with any other offer.*

FREE SEWER 
CAMERA INSPECTION 
with SEWER UNSTOP

*One coupon per household. 
Not valid with any other offer.*

24 Hour Emergency Service

Fix Now  
Pay Later

Call for Details

www.smartchoiceplumbing.net

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Visit us online at
www.southbeltleader.com

713-530-0833

John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

Master Electrician, Johnny R. GibbsMaster Electrician, Johnny R. Gibbs TECL #19197TECL #19197

“Look on the “Look on the 
Bright Side”Bright Side”

Looking to 
Improve your 
yard the easy 

way!
Call the
Leader 

advertisers 
for your 
Lawn & 
Garden!
11555 

Beamer
281-481-5656

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• PLUMBING • SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE 
• FENCES • GARAGE CONVERSION
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

Let the Leader 
help with 

your advertising.

281-481-5656
DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

AADDRRIIAANNSS
TTRREEEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS..CCOOMM

713-501-0184713-501-0184

LAWN & GARDEN

POND GUY
“Need Help?” “Need Help?” 

Got green water? Want a waterfall 
or stream added, need plants, fi sh, 

or want a water feature? 

Call me at 

832-643-9409 or 409-502-8085

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

It’s not too soon! Beat the rush!

SUMMER CHECK-UP TIME!
TACLB002755C

20 point AC 
Tune-up/Check-up

Support 
Leader advertisers!

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UPCALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

832-577-4539“The Pool Man”
Tommy Tyler

       “One call does it all”       “One call does it all”
Repairs • Remodeling • Maintenance

TOMMY’S 
POOL SERVICEPOOL SERVICE

                  www.airstream-acservice.com
                                 281-481-6308

AirstreamAirstream  A/C & HEAT
$100 OFF Cooling Special

C
O

U
P

O
N

C
O

U
P

O
N

COUPON
Lic.TACLB23730E

Free Estimate
on major equipment replacement.

  THINK
 MONEY

THINK

THE
CLASSIFIEDS

buy...
you’ll 
save 

money!
sell...
you’ll 
make 

money!
Call Today

281-481-5656

Join us Join us 
on Facebook!on Facebook!

Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
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5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call
Now!

Summer 
Specials

281-481-9683

• V
• H

S
76 Dobie Grad
99 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

South Belt celebrates July 4 winners & vacations

Frank Baye is shown above watching the parade from 
the sidelines after earning the record of most prizes won 
in the parade’s history. Baye has won the most original 
prize for multiple years consecutively in years past and 
helped Rudy Alafa to construct his prize-winning fl oat 
this year. Baye and his wife, Gwen, are longtime resi-
dents of the South Belt area and patrons of the parade. 

Baye attends parade 
as spectator

Rudy Alafa’s extravagant float in the Fourth of 
July parade featuring a Texans theme won him one 
of two most original noncommercial entry awards. 
Alafa is shown above posing with his trophy. 

The award for the most original commercial entry went to Houston Dentistry for Chil-
dren. Faculty and staff members are shown above with the trophy. Pictured above 
are, left to right, (front row) Raquel Pina, Debbie Vasquez, Meliza Garcia. (back row) 
Jo-Ann Maxwell, Dr. Bret Ibarra,Claudia Lara, Lisa Rodriguez and Amy Tisnado.

Photo left: Kids Backporch Produc-
tions’ Wizards of Oz themed fl oat in 
the Fourth of July parade won them 
one of two most original noncommer-
cial entry awards. The Evers family 
is shown at left collecting their tro-
phy. Pictured are, left to right, Deron 
Evers, Jillian Evers, Tiffany Evers, 
Avonlea Evers and Kimberly Flick-
inger. 

celli Momreal, Emily Le, Raegan Saxton, Holly Gonzales, Alyssa Lopez, 
Charish Williams, Jazalyne Garza, (third row) Astrid Silva, Esmeralda 
Ibarra, Alexis Sanchez, Beatriz Hernandez, Sylar Rocha, Adela Alanis, 
Ni Truong, Andy Del Villar, Alexis Chicas, Xochitl Romero, Naya Coo-
per, Jennifer Cantarero, Alexis Woodruffe, Nicole Yanney, Natalie Balle, 
Katherine Maslonka, (back row) Katrina Herazo, Vi Diep, Alexis Lopez, 
Maria Pedroza, Jazmin Guerrero, Catherine Fuentes, Amanda Davila 
and Maritza Hernandez. 

The Fourth of July parade prize for most patriotic noncommercial en-
try went to the J. Frank Dobie High School Lariaettes. Members of the 
dance and drill team are shown above with the trophy. Pictured above 
are, left to right, (front row) Kellie Tyer, Megan Schuetz, Marissa Krust-
chinsky, Ikea Taylor, Brittany Gonzales, Macalyn Castro-Cardenas, 
Naseem Shafaei, Diana Castillo, Gabbi Munoz, Alayna Cano, (second 
row) Jade Mottu, Mayalen Suarez, Karina Gutierrez, Amanda Aram-
bula, Marissa Flores, Rachel Vu, Crystal Garza, Laura Stephens, Fran-

The 28th annual South Belt 
Fourth of July parade was 
a great success, bringing 
smiles to hundreds of area 
residents. The Leader is 
pleased to share the award 
winners of the parade. 

Kidz Come 1st Daycare and Learning Center won the most patriotic commercial 
entry. Representatives of the day care are shown above receiving their trophy on 
behalf of the company. Pictured above are, left to right, Rosemary O’Der, Damaris 
O’Der, Rachel Cortez and Alexis Lochner. 

2015 South Belt vacation photos
Garza family travels to Orlando

Left to right, Luis, Elijah, Caleb, Cristy, Destiny, Damian and Zak at Seaworld.

Left to right (front row) Elijah, Destiny, (back row) Damian, Zak, Caleb and 
Luis are ready to get wet at Aquatica Waterpark.

In June, the Garza family took a road trip through Mississippi and Florida 
where they vacationed in Orlando and visited Seaworld and Aquatica Water-
park. The family lives in South Belt. Luis is in the U.S. Navy currently stationed 
at Stennis Space Center Mississippi Command “NAVSCIATTS.” Damian is a 
college student at San Jacinto College South, Caleb and Elijah attend Lee Road 
Middle School in Louisiana, Destiny attends Miller Intermediate. On their vaca-
tion, the family visited Seaworld, Aquatica, Wet’n Wild Waterpark and Epcot in 
Disney World. It was their annual vacation to celebrate everyone’s good grades 
for the year, Luis’ 20 years in the U.S. Navy, his birthday on June 16, the couple’s 
wedding anniversary, and Caleb’s graduation from middle school.

On June 1, Destiny Sandoval and her parents, Cristy and Luis Garza, went 
on a vacation to the Institute for Marine Mammal Studies in Gulfport, Miss. 
While there, they learned about the rescue and rehabilitation efforts of ma-
rine mammals. Since Destiny wants to be a marine biologist, they thought 
this would be a great experience for her. The Garzas are a military family, 
and they recently moved back to the South Belt area from Mississippi. 

Sandoval learns 
about marine mammals


