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Results tallied from May 4 elections
 The results from the May 4 school board 
elections and the Clear Brook City Municipal 
Utility District bond election have been tallied, 
with few surprises.

Pasadena ISD
 In the Pasadena Independent School District 
Board of Trustees election, all incumbents were 
successful in their bid for re-election.
 Incumbent Kenny Fernandez defeated chal-
lengers Jose A. Cazares and Chad Sullivan for 
the Position 5 seat. 
 Fernandez received 39.4 percent of the vote 
(1,844 total votes) to Cazares’ 33.7 percent of 

the vote (1,576 total votes) and Sullivan’s 26.8 
percent (1,257 total votes).
 In the Position 6 race, incumbent Marshall 
Kendrick defeated challenger Al Bledsoe, re-
ceiving 67.67 percent of the vote (3,100 total 
votes) to Bledsoe’s 32.33 percent of the vote 
(1,481 total votes).
 Incumbent Vickie Morgan will hold on to her 
Position 7 seat, signifi cantly defeating challeng-
er Yen Rabe. Morgan received 79.11 percent of 
the vote (3,699 total votes) to Rabe’s 20.89 per-
cent of the vote (977 total votes).
 Results are unoffi cial until they are canvassed 

by the Pasadena ISD Board of Trustees at its up-
coming meeting.
 Terms are four years.

Clear Creek ISD
 In the lone race in the Clear Creek Indepen-
dent School District Board of Trustees election, 
incumbent Ann Hammond was narrowly defeat-
ed by challenger Scott Bowen for the At-Large 
Position B seat.
 Bowen received 54.45 percent of the vote 
(1,512 total votes) to Hammond’s 46.55 percent 
of the vote (1,317 total votes).
 District 1 incumbent Dr. Laura DuPont’s po-
sition was also up for grabs, but no one fi led to 
challenge her.
 Terms are two years.

San Jacinto College
 While two seats on the San Jacinto College 
District Board of Trustees were up for grabs, no 
election was held, as both candidates ran unop-
posed.

 Position 3 incumbent Marie Flickinger and 
Position 4 incumbent Larry Wilson will both re-
tain their seats.
 Terms are six years.

Clear Brook City MUD
 Voters in the Clear Brook City Municipal 
Utility District overwhelmingly approved two 
bond measures, totally nearly $50 million.
 The two proposals, aimed at making infra-
structure improvements to the growing district, 
were broken into two propositions, Proposition 
A and Proposition B.
 Proposition A approved $45.5 million to go 
toward making water, sanitary sewer and drain-
age improvements.
 The funds will be used to purchase water, 
sewer and drainage infrastructure from develop-
ers and to rehabilitate and improve existing facil-
ities.
 The proposition passed with 93 residents vot-

Continued on Page 5A

Class ring
returned

after
60+ years

A class ring was recently re-
turned to South Belt resident Phyl-
lis Shaulis after 60 years. Shaulis 
lost the ring shortly after getting 
it during her senior year in 1959 
at Madison High School in Madi-
son, Ohio. The ring was originally 
found in the early 1990s by a fellow 
Madison graduate who discovered 
it in a manhole while doing sewer 
work. The ring’s fi nder held onto 
it for safekeeping for several years 
before attempting to fi nd its right-
ful owner on Facebook. Through 
the networking of social media, 
Shaulis was identifi ed and located 
within hours, and the ring was fi -
nally returned. Shaulis is the wife 
of Carl Shaulis. 
 Photo by James Bolen

Stuchbery honors Horrigan

Staff members of Stuchbery Elementary recently unveiled a bench they installed at the 
school in remembrance of longtime volunteer Erla Horrigan, who died last August. Known 
to generations of students at the campus as “the Library Lady,” Horrigan, 94, spent 
years reading to students and serving as a mentor in the Helping One Student To Succeed 
(HOSTS) program. The bench, located near the school library, includes some of Horrig-
an’s favorite books and will serve as a reminder of her for future generations of Stuchbery 
students. Horrigan’s children shown above at the unveiling are, left to right, (front row) 
Kathleen Horrigan Butler (former Stuchbery student), Colleen Horrigan, (back row) Katie 
Horrigan, Brian Horrigan, Sean Horrigan (former Stuchbery student), Stuchbery Princi-
pal Jose Hernandez and Neil Horrigan.  Photo by James Bolen

Thompson gun rumor sends scares
Offi cials warn against sharing social media posts

 The Pasadena Independent School District 
Police Department is investigating an on-
line rumor that claimed a Thompson student 
planned a school shooting on Monday, May 6.
 The rumor, which identifi ed a specifi c stu-
dent, spread rapidly through social media, be-
ing spread by both students and parents, alike.
 Investigators determined the rumor was not 
credible, and class went ahead as scheduled. Ad-
ditional security was put in place out of caution.
 Thompson Principal Tanis Griffi n said the in-
cident stemmed from an overheard conversation 
that was taken out of context. The principal fur-
ther said the students responsible for starting the 
false rumor have been identifi ed and disciplined 
and will not be returning to the school.
 Griffi n sent out two automated phone calls to 
parents notifying them of the incident, one be-
fore school and one after.
 The fi rst call informed parents that the threat 
had been determined to not be credible and that 
school was going on as planned.
 “We wanted to make you aware we have re-
ceived anonymous tips regarding a student who 
is rumored to have made a threat against the 
school,” Griffi n said in the 5 a.m. call. “Upon 

receipt of the information, Pasadena ISD Police 
were immediately contacted and began an in-
vestigation. Initial evidence indicates there is no 
credibility to the posts circulating. Pasadena ISD 
Police will continue to investigate and addition-
al police offi cers will be at Thompson on Mon-
day. We realize there are several posts circulating 
on social media. We ask that the post not be re-
posted. However, if you have any specifi c infor-
mation, please contact the Pasadena ISD Police 
Department at 713-740-0200. We would like to 
thank all the students and parents that reached 
out to us in person, through their teachers, over 
phone, email and also our quick tip alert system 
through our district website. Thank you for being 
a part of our Thompson family.”
 Griffi n’s second call stressed that such rumors 
should reported to the proper authorities, rather 
than posted and spread on social media.
 “I wanted to update you on the social me-
dia post regarding Thompson and school safe-
ty,” Griffi n said in the 4:30 p.m. call. “During 
a thorough investigation by the campus and the 
PISD police, the police have confi rmed there is 
no credible threat to the posts circulating. Extra 

Continued on Page 5A

More heavy rains expected
 Severe weather is predicted for the Great-
er Houston area over the next week, bringing 
heavy rainfall. Approximately 3 inches of rain 
is predicted to fall between Thursday, May 9, 
and Saturday, May 11. The storms come right 
after the Beamer ditch at Hughes Road already 
received 3.4 inches of rain on Tuesday, May 7.

Lariaettes hold spring show
 The Dobie Lariaettes and dance department 
will hold the annual spring show, And Our Beat 
Goes On May 9, 10 and 11 at 7 p.m. in the main 
Dobie auditorium. Admission is $10. Tickets 
will be for sale at the door while supplies last.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 There will be a total closure of the northbound 
frontage road of the Gulf Freeway from NASA 
Road 1 to FM 518 through 5 a.m. Sunday, June 
30. At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway from NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 to 
SH 96/League City Parkway will be closed daily 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 
5 a.m. through Tuesday, Dec. 31. Alternate en-
trance and exit ramps will be closed.
 The northbound exit ramp on the Gulf Free-
way between SH 96/League City Parkway and 
FM 518 will be closed continuously through 9 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 31. 
 Drivers traveling north on the main lanes will 
continue to NASA Road 1, exit, then U-turn and 
come back to FM 518.
 The closures are associated with ongoing con-
struction to widen the freeway from three to fi ve 
lanes in each direction and the frontage roads 
from two to three lanes in each direction.

Beamer entrance to close
 The eastbound Beamer entrance ramp at 
Beltway 8 will be closed Saturday, May 11, 
beginning at 6 a.m.

Beltway closures planned
 The eastbound and westbound U-turn lanes 
at Beltway 8 and Beamer will be closed con-
tinuously through 9 a.m. Saturday, May 25.
 At least one outside lane on the eastbound 
Beltway 8 frontage road will be closed at SH 
288 daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through May 31.
 Both northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Genoa Red Bluff will 
be closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through 
Saturday, May 11.
 Both northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Crenshaw will be 
closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Sat-
urday, May 11.

Frazier’s Shelton to retire
 Becky Shelton is retiring from Frazier El-
ementary after 24 years as the school nurse.  
There will be a reception at Frazier on Thurs-
day, May 16, from 4 to 6 p.m.  The community 
is invited to join Frazier in extending best wish-
es to her as she starts a new chapter in her life. 

Heavy trash pickup 
 City residents south of Fuqua will have 
heavy trash pickup Thursday, May 9 (second 
Thursday of the month). City residents north 
of Fuqua and west of the Gulf Freeway will 
have heavy trash pickup on Friday, May 10 
(second Friday of the month). May is for tree 
waste. For more information, visit www.hous
tontx.gov/solidwaste.

E-recycling set for May 11
 The city’s monthly electronic recycling event 
will be Saturday, May 11, at the Neighborhood 
Recycling Center at Ellington from 9 a.m. un-
til 3 p.m. Recycling electronics keeps potential-
ly harmful materials, such as mercury, cadmium, 
lead and cathode ray tubes out of the waste stream 
and the environment. The collection events 
are held the second Saturday of each month. 
For additional information, visit www.houston
solidwaste.org or call 311.

PIP to meet May 21
 The Houston Police Department’s Positive 
Interaction Program will meet Tuesday, May 
21, at 7 p.m. at Memorial Hermann Southeast 
Hospital, 11800 Astoria, in the staff meeting 
room on the first floor. Guest speaker to be an-
nounced. PIP consists of police and citizens 
working together for safer neighborhoods. 
For additional information, call HPD Officer 
Richard Buitron at 832-395-1776.

Cowboy cheer holds clinic
 The Sagemont Cowboys Cheer Team will host 
a one-day cheer clinic, open to all children ages 
5-14, on May 25, at Clear Lake City Sports and 
Recreation Complex, 16511 Diana Lane, from 10 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Cost is $38 until May 20, when 
it increases to $45 and includes a T-shirt, cheer 
bow, pom poms and lunch. Email Sagemont
Cowgirls@gmail.com to register a child or for 
further details.

Sagemont to meet May 13
 The Sagemont Civic Club will host a meet-
ing Monday, May 13, at 7 p.m. at the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce, 10500 
Scarsdale. The discussion topic will be the 
subdivision’s yard-parking enforcement. For 
more information, call Kay Barbour at 713-
419-3545 or Jeff Turnipseed at 713-628-0010.

Chamber hosts seniors expo

The annual Senior Info/Expo, held at the community center at El Franco Lee Park on Fri-
day, May 3, was a huge success, attracting hundreds of local senior citizens. Hosted by the 
South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce’s Fun Bunch Committee, in collaboration 
with Harris County Commissioner Rodney Ellis, the event provided medical screenings 
and information on a wide range of senior activities. Shown above at the event are, left to 
right, Mary Davis from U.S. Rep. Pete Olson’s offi ce; John Paul “J.P.” Anders, Olson’s of-
fi ce; and chamber President Kay Barbour.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Thompson’s Ritchey dies at 89
 Former Thompson Intermediate Principal E.J. 
Ritchey died Sunday, April 28, at the age of 89.
 Ritchey retired in January 1989, after serving 
33 years with the Pasadena Independent School 
District, 15 as Thompson principal. 
 Originally from Grigsby, Ritchey attended 
Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdo-
ches, where he earned both a bachelor’s degree 
and master’s degree.
 Ritchey served in the U.S. Army during the 
Korean War.
 He was a devoted member of South Main 

Baptist Church in Pasadena, where he met his 
late wife Marianna Fleming.
 After retiring from Pasadena ISD, Ritchey was 
an elected offi cial for the City of Pasadena, serv-
ing as both a city council member and as mayor 
pro-tem.
 Ritchey served on multiple local boards, in-
cluding the Pasadena Historical Society and the 
Gulf Coast Educator’s Federal Credit Union.
 Services for Ritchey were held at South Main 
Baptist Church on Wednesday, May 8. See relat-
ed obituary on Page 2A.

Husband arrested in JFD grad murder
 Former South Belt resident Jesika Taylor was 
found dead in an apartment in Alvin on Wednes-
day, May 1.
 According to investigators, Taylor’s body was 
found around 10 a.m. at a complex in the 2400 
block of South State Highway 35.
 An autopsy ruled Taylor’s death a homicide, 
police said. At press time, however, it remained 
unclear how long she had been dead.
 Taylor’s husband, Brandon Garrett, has been 
arrested in connection to her murder. The couple 
had reportedly been involved in a domestic dis-
turbance call just two days before her body was 
found. 
 Garrett was transferred from the Alvin jail to 

the Brazoria County Jail, where he is being held 
on $165,000 bond.
 Taylor, 34, attended Moore Elementary, 
Thompson Intermediate and Dobie High School, 
where she graduated in 2003. While at Dobie, 
she was a member of the Lariaette dance team.
 Taylor leaves behind two daughters. She had 
worked for several years at Olive Garden as a sin-
gle mom before marrying Garrett this past year 
in a move that friends described as somewhat 
sudden and unexpected.
 Taylor’s daughters have now been placed in 
her mother’s custody.
 A GoFundMe account has been established by
  Continued on Page 6A

Chamber honors Ellington military
 The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce will honor local military at a luncheon at 
11 a.m. Thursday, May 9, at the Lone Star Flight 
Museum, located at 11551 Aerospace Blvd.
 The event, held in honor of May being Mil-
itary Appreciation Month, will recognize mil-
itary personnel stationed at the Ellington Field 
Joint Reserve Base. To be honored are members 
of the the Texas Air National Guard, U.S. Army 
National Guard, U.S. Army Reserves, U.S. Coast 

Guard, U.S. Marines Reserves and U.S. Navy 
Reserves.
 Guest speaker will be Lt. Col. Andrew J. 
Camacho, vice commander, 147th Wing, Texas 
Air National Guard.
 Individual tickets are $35 for members and 
$45 for nonmembers. Group tables are also avail-
able. To sponsor a military member is $35.
 For more information, to purchase tickets or to 
become a sponsor, visit southbeltchamber.com.
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Working with stroke specialists from Mischer Neurosciences and McGovern Medical School at UTHealth, Memorial Hermann provides the community’s most advanced, comprehensive 
stroke care. And with our Neuro ICUs and specialized stroke rehabilitation services through TIRR Memorial Hermann and the Memorial Hermann Rehabilitation Network, we off er a full 
continuum of stroke care – from diagnosis through recovery – to get you back to where you want to be.  

Trust the health system that cares for more stroke patients than any other.

To learn more about stroke symptoms and care,

visit neuro.memorialhermann.org

HOUSTON’S LEADER
IN STROKE CARE

*TIRR is a registered trademark of TIRR Foundation.

Confused about Medicare?
(Who isn’t!)

Denise Burleigh
Licensed Insurance 

Sales Agent

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)
(832) 517-3976  •  email cdb63@att.net

 FREE NO Obligation 
Consultations

We’ve Got Your BACK!

Barry Burleigh, D.C.
Chiropractor

11700 Beamer Rd. 
Houston, TX 77089
(281) 481-1623 www.burleighchiro.com

A G E D  TO  P E R F E C T I O N
Galveston Historical Foundation opens the doors to the island’s 
architectural history through public tours of privately owned 
historic homes. 

T I C K E T S  N O W  O N  S A L E  AT 
G A LV E S TO N H I S TO RY. O R G

HistoriC
G A LV E S TO N

homes tour
M AY  4 ,  5 ,  1 1  &  1 2 ,  2 0 1 9

JIM ROSENFELD

The Trube 
Foundation

The Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital Adviso-
ry Committee was recently 
given a hands-on demon-
stration of the local medi-
cal facility’s new surgical 
robot. The device, which is 
more steady than a human 
hand, allows doctors to re-
motely perform surgeries, 
potentially even on other 
continents. Advisory Com-
mittee member and San Ja-
cinto College South Provost 
Dr. Brenda Jones is shown 
to the right testing the ma-
chine. Cardiothoracic sur-
geon Dr. Phillip Rascoe 
(second from left) is shown 
below with other Advisory 
Committee members, left 
to right, Efrain Siller; Lead-
er publisher Marie Flick-
inger; Joe Barlow; Bar-
bara Cutsinger; Christal 
Albrecht; Jones; Mike 
Kramm; Mike Foreman; 
Alexander Okwonna; and 
MHSH CEO Kyle Price.
 Photos by Rebecca Lilley

Memorial Hermann advisory committee

Serene Wellness Spa

 Offer Good Through May 31, 2019

FOR MORE SPECIALS CALL 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

281-464-8322
www.serenewellness.net

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
19056 Gulf Frwy., Suite 39, Friendswood 

Of

SPECIALS include
• 75 Minute Swedish 

Massage
• Lava Stone Therapy

• Paraffin Hand Treatment 

  $90

Eugenia Marie wishes our valued 
Mothers a Happy Mother’s Day

Allied Foundations

 281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR - UNDER SLAB SEWER 
REPAIR - HOUSE LEVELING

Former resident
found dead in Alvin
Continued from Page 1A
Taylor’s sister to help 
the family defray funer-
al costs. At press time, 
donations had more than 
doubled the original goal 
of $5,000. To donate, vis-

it https://www.gofundme.
com/jesika-taylorsulli
van-memorial-fund.
 A memorial service for 
Taylor was held Wednes-
day, May 8, at Lakewood 
Church.

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED
DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

SAGEMONT BBQ
  Mon. - Thur. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.,  Fri. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Sat. 11 a.m. - 1 a.m. (Karaoke Night),  Sun. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

10% OFF
All Food Orders with this coupon. Expires 5/22/19

12132 Sabo Rd. Suite G (Across from Kroger)

www.sagemontbbq.com

832-672-6553
NOW OWNED & OPERATED BY SOUTH BELT RESIDENTS 

MIKE AND CHRISTIE GROSSHANS

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

49 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

State Track
Fri./Sat, May 10-11

Mike E. Myers Stadium
Austin, Texas

11101 Resource Pkwy.    281-484-9006
1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109    832-736-9006  

We have space available at each location

SUMMER CAMP
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
• RESPECT
• FOCUS
• CONFIDENCE
• DISCIPLINE
• AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

$130 WEEKLY FEE INCLUDES
• KARATE TRAINING
• FIELD TRIPS
• LASER TAG
• IMAX
• PUTT-PUTT
• BOWLING
• SKATING
• MOVIES
• WILD LIFE ZOO
• & MUCH MORE

Colossus 28” 1 Topping $34.99
Carry-out Only. 

Awesome fresh wings, many flavors.
Delivery/Pick-Up

281-369-9000
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.

11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Til 11 p.m. Fri/Sat.

Treat your Mom to a 
Special Mother's Day! 
Sunday, May 12th at

South Belt • 12933 Gulf Freeway • 281-484-6888
Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. -11 p.m.

www.lashaciendasgrill.com
Nasa • 1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45 •281-557-3500 

STAFFORD • 12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY. • 281-240-3060
LEAGUE CITY • 2951 MARINA BAY DR. STE. 150 • 281-334-2175

Food and drink Specials all day.
We would like to wish everyone a 

Happy Mother's Day 
Las Haciendas & the Escobar Family

Reserve Our Party Room For Your 
Graduation Party

At right, Dobie star 
shortstop Taylor 
Pleasants (17) had 
a stellar two series, 
going a combined 7 
for 12 with two home 
runs, two doubles, 
seven runs scored and 
five RBIs as the Lady 
Longhorns swept past 
North Shore and Clear 
Springs, marking the 
program’s deepest 
playoff run since 2011.

Photo by Jade Wise

Alvin gets past Dobie 6-5 in regional quarter softball opener

Brook’s Dickson eyes medal
 Less than a year ago, 
Camryn Dickson was 
busy finishing her Ama-
teur Athletic Union sea-
son with the Rising Stars 
Track Club, ultimately 
taking eighth nationally in 
the 100 dash at 12.67 sec-
onds. 

 That was a truly spe-
cial time for Dickson, 
who will now take on this 
state’s best while repre-
senting Clear Brook at the 
University Interscholastic 
League’s State Track and 
Field Championships May 
10-11 at Mike A. Myers 

Stadium on the campus of 
the University of Texas in 
Austin.
 The freshman reached 
the state meet by taking

Continued on Page 2B

Soderstrom wins gold,
Hutchins takes silver

At left, Dobie right-
hander Daniel Garza 
earned a save in the 
first game and then 
went five shutout 
frames in the clinch-
er as No. 4 seed Dobie 
ousted 21-6A champi-
on La Porte, advanc-
ing to the area round 
against 24-6A champi-
on Dickinson.

Photo by Jade Wise 

Area playoffs
Dobie vs.
Dickinson

Game 1: May 10, at 
Dickinson, 7 p.m.

Game 2: May 11, at 
Dobie, noon. Game 
3, if needed, to fol-
low 30 minutes af-
ter Game 2, also at 
Dobie.

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/22/19.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

ASE Certified Mechanic On Duty
Off Auto
Alignment$10

With coupon only. No reproductions. Not valid with any other discount.

JFD baseball eliminates 21-6A champ La Porte
24-6A co-champ Dickinson next

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 The Dobie varsity base-

ball team has eliminated 
one district champion and 
is now set to repeat the 

process after reaching the 
area playoff round for the 
first time since 2012.

 A pair of solid starting 
pitching performances – 
first from Dom Martinez 
in a 7-4 opening game win 
and then from Daniel Gar-
za in the 8-1 clincher was 
the biggest factor in the 
series as Dobie, the No. 4 
seed out of District 22-6A, 
eliminated 21-6A cham-

pion La Porte, ending the 
Bulldogs’ 15-game win-
ning streak along the way.
 Jeffery Mercado and  
his teammates also used 
stolen bases and clutch 
hitting and in both games 
to drop La Porte, which 
hurt itself with seven er-
rors over the two games.
 Now it’s on to the area 
round, where Dobie is set 
to face a Dickinson squad 
that went 10-2 in 24-6A 
action to tie Clear Springs 

Continued on Page 2B

 Down to the elite eight 
in the chase for the Region 
III championship, Alvin 
now has a one game to 
none edge over Dobie in 
the two teams’ regional 
quarterfinal series. 
 Dobie loaded the bases 
with no outs in the top of 
the seventh inning, even-

tually scoring three runs to 
lead 5-2 in the series open-
er May 6 at Manvel High 
School.

 But just three outs 
from the win itself, Do-
bie couldn’t hold on. The 
Lady Jackets, too, loaded 
the bases with no outs.
 Alvin’s Clarissa Bar-
ron, who drove in four 
runs in the game, tied the 
game at 5-5 after drilling a 
triple to center field.
 A ground ball by Gracie 
Coffelt then was enough 
to get Barron home with 
the walk-off run as Alvin 
celebrated the victory.
 Dobie, looking to get 
to the regional semifinals 
for the first time since a 
2011 trip to the regional 
championship round, will 
look to get even in the se-
ries Friday, May 10, at 6 
p.m.  
 A third game, if need-
ed, would follow thirty 
minutes after the comple-
tion of Game 2. The en-
tire series will be played 
at Manvel High School, 
weather permitting.
 Dobie, now 26-12 this 
season, saw its eight-game 
winning streak, which in-
cluded four postseason 
Ws, come to an end.
 Alvin, meanwhile, im-
proved to 33-5, with the 
win as junior pitcher Jodie 
Aguirre grabbed her 33rd 
win of the season, a pro-
gram record. The Brown 

University commit also 
has more than 330 strike-
outs this season, another 
school record.
 But for all her greatness 
this season, Dobie had La 
Porte and Aguirre on the 
ropes following the three-
run seventh. Unfortunate-
ly, the locals couldn’t hold 
it.
 The Dobie/Alvin series 
winner will take on either 
District 19-6A champion 
Katy or District 20-6A 
champion Ridge Point in 
the regional semifinals.
 The other remaining 
teams in the mix for the 
Region III crown include 
Deer Park and Dawson 
as well as Katy Tompkins 
and Fort Bend Austin.

Continued on Page 6B

 Peyton Soderstrom  em-
erged as a state champion 
in the high jump to lead 
the Lutheran South Acad-
emy contingent at the Tex-
as Association of Private 
and Parochial Schools 
Class 5A State Track and 
Field Championships May 
3-4 in Waco.
 Soderstrom cleared 6 
feet on the fewest attempts  
within the field of compet-

itors to  win a gold medal 
for the Pioneers. 
 Teammate Daniel Hut-
chins, one of five total 
jumpers to clear the 6-0 
mark, placed second for 
a silver medal as the LSA 
boys ultimately finished 
eighth as a team with 38 
points.
 The Lady Pioneers 
were led by freshman Aya-

Continued on Page 2B

RIII Quarters
Game 2

Dobie vs.
Alvin

Fri., May 10
Manvel H.S., 6 p.m.

Game 3, if need-
ed, to follow 30 
minutes after 
Game 2.281-741-9949

Lunch Menu Monday-Friday 11 a.m.- 3 p.m.

Bring Mom to Papagayos 
on Mother’s Day, 

Sun., May 12

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.
We Can Cater Your 

Special Event!
Gift Certificates

Available!
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Former Dobie High School varsity football head coach Jim Phillips (right), 
shown with his wife, Diane, was inducted into the Greater Houston Football 
Coaches Association’s Hall of Honor May 4 at the University of Houston. 
The Longhorns’ leader from 2009-2010 through the 2013 2014 seasons, led 
the Longhorns to the District 22-5A championship in 2010. Phillips joined 
the Waller ISD after leaving Dobie, retired from coaching after more than 
30 years last season and is currently Waller ISD’s athletic director.

Phillips reaches GHFCA Hall of Honor

Smith’s three silvers paces LSA at state meet
Continued from Page 1B
ana Smith, won two indi-
vidual silver medals and 
also was part of the Lady 
Pioneers’ 4x100 relay 
squad that bagged second 
place and scored silver.

 In that 4x1, Smith an-
chored a group that also 
included Isla Dietert, 
Hannah Cottingham and 
Mary Catherine Adams as 
a time of 51.03 seconds 
for second.
 In the 100 dash, Smith 
finished at 12.45 for sec-
ond, and she followed that 

up with a second-place 
time in the 200 at 26.18. 
Smith also made a bid for 
a medal in the long jump, 
but her best effort of 15-10 
1/2 was sixth-best.
 Lutheran South’s Adam 
Zimmerman scored a sil-
ver medal of his own in 
the 300 hurdles, clocking 

in at 41.11.
 Cottingham, a sopho-
more, also medaled, tak-
ing third in the triple jump 
with an effort of 35-5 1/4.
 Brad Leimkuehler 
placed fifth with a time of 
16.40 in the 100 hurdles, 
and teammate Noa Miller 
finished his brilliant high 

school career by taking 
sixth in the 800 run with a 
time of 2:03.46.
 Pole vaulter Alison 
Klein was eighth in the 
pole vault with an effort 
of 8-0.
 The LSA boys, who 
finished eighth as a team 
with 38 points at state, 

were fourth in both the 
4x1 and 4x4 relays.
 Nick Chowdhury, Chad 
Allen, Easton Brenner and 
Beau Penscik combined 
in the 4x1 for a time of 
44.87, and the 4x4 group 
clocked in at 3:37.48 with 
Robby Aguanno, Tristand 
Barrow, Zimmerman and 

Lutheran South Academy sophomore Hannan Cot-
tingham fi nished her strong season by winning a 
bronze medal in the triple jump and joining the 4x1 
relay team for a second-place fi nish.

Adam Zimmerman came up big for the Pioneers in 
the 300 hurdles, parlaying a time of 41.11 seconds 
into a silver medal. He also competed in the 4x4 re-
lay for his school.

Freshman Ayana Smith was LSA’s top performer 
for much of the season and concluded 2019 by win-
ning two individual silvers and a third silver as part 
of the Lady Pioneers’ 4x1 relay group.

Above, Dobie shortstop Jeffery Mercado (throwing) 
hangs in tough while attempting to turn a double 
play during the Longhorns’ eventual series-clinch-
ing 8-1 victory May 4 at Maguire Field in Pasade-
na. Mercado, a senior, was also an offensive catalyst 
throughout the series for his team. In a 7-4 game one 
win, Mercado doubled and scored three runs. As for 
the clincher, he doubled and tripled, driving in three 

runs and scoring two more. He also stole four of the 
Longhorns’ nine stolen bases in the two games. At 
right, Dobie fi rst baseman Noah Torres (7) exults as 
his team gets closer and closer to fi nishing off the 
District 21-6A champions. Now 21-9 on the season, 
the Longhorns are set to face 24-6A co-champion 
Dickinson in a best-of-three series May 10-11.

Photos by Jade Wise

100-meter dash wins at the district and area 
championship meets led to a regional appearance 
for Clear Brook freshman Camryn Dickson, and 
she then took second at the RIII Championships. 
While her 11.41 seconds time seeds her eighth at 
state, no one is counting out the speedster as she 
heads to Austin for the 100 fi nal at state.

Brook’s Dickson
off to state meet
Continued from Page 1B
second at the Region III 
Championships late last 
month at Challenger Co-
lumbia Stadium in Web-
ster, posting a time of 
11.60 seconds.
 The UIL has released 
lane assignments for the 
state meet, and Dickson 
has drawn Lane 9.
 Tianna Randle of 
Summer Creek, the Re-
gion III champion, had 
the fastest qualifying 
time of 11.32 and will be 
in Lane 5.
 Laredo Alexander’s 
Cynthia Emmerem-
nu (11.60), Lewisville 
Marcus’ Taryn Hankins 
(11.50), Cy-Woods’ 
Lauren Lucas (11.56), 
Mariah Ayers of Lakev-
iew Centennial (11.53), 
Kenondra Davis of Fort 
Worth Trimble Tech 
(11.45), Jasmine Mont-
gomery of San Anto-
nio Reagan (11.56) and 
DeSoto’s JaEra Griffi n 
(11.56) round out the 
fi eld in the 100. 
 Randle, Emmem-
nu, Hankins and Ayers 

are seniors, and Lucas 
is a junior. The soph-
omores include Davis, 
Montgomery and Grif-
fi n. Dickson is the lone 
freshman in the mix.
 As for experience in 
the event at the state lev-
el, Randle was sixth last 
year, with Emeremnu 
eighth.
 Anything can happen 
at the state meet. Clearly, 
Lady Wolverines’ head 
coach Ti’Andre Sanders 
isn’t in the prediction 
business, but believes in 
opportunities for young 
athletes.
 He fi rst worked with 
Dickson at Westbrook 
Intermediate and saw 
talent, but getting it done 
at the varsity level as a 
freshman is especially 
impressive.
  “Camryn works re-
ally hard and is a joy to 
coach.  She is humble 
and respectful, which 
makes coaching her so 
much fun.  I look for-
ward to what the future 
holds for the entire pro-
gram.”

Miller making up the 
team.
 Overall, Lutheran 
South Academy featured 
few seniors this season, 
which makes the future 
that much brighter. This 
season is complete, but 
there is plenty of hope 
looking forward.

Dobie baseball sweeps La Porte; Gators next
Continued from Page 1B
for the 24-6A crown. In 
the bidistrict round, the 
Gators got past the Daw-
son Eagles, sweeping the 
series 7-1 and 2-0.
 While Dickinson was 
taking out Dawson, the 
Longhorns were busy 
working over La Porte, 
which went undefeated in 
district play and had won 
15 consecutive games en-
tering the postseason.
 At Dickinson for Game 
1, the Longhorns went to 
it quickly on the offensive 
side of things.
 Christian Cleckley sin-
gled to start the game and 
would score on an error. 
Mercado later came home 
on David Amaya’s double 
as the Longhorns jumped 
out to a 2-0 lead against 
La Porte starting pitcher 
Josiah Castro.

 In the fi fth, the Long-
horns scored four times to 
seize control of the action.
 With their own starting 
pitcher, Dom Martinez, 
putting together a 4 1/3 
inning, 11-strikeout effort, 
the Longhorns gave their 
guy some insurance in that 
fi fth inning.
 Johnathan Moreno was 
hit by a pitch, and Merca-
do came up with a single 
to put runners in scoring 
position.
 Alan Lopez then sin-
gled to center fi eld for a 
3-2 lead, and Mercado 
scored on an error.
 Nick Gaytan’s two-run 
single then gave the Long-
horns a 6-2 lead, and they 
did not relinquish it.
 Overall, Cleckley had a 
hit and scored a run, and 
Mercado was a spark with 
a hit, scoring three runs 

and swiping two bags.
 Alan Lopez had two 
hits in four at-bats, and 
Garza and Noah Torres 
also had two hits.
 Damien Lopez came on 
in relief and went two in-
nings, giving up just two 
hits and striking out two.
 Garza then got the fi nal 
two outs for the save as 
the Longhorns had them-
selves a one-game-to-none 
lead in the series.
 Shifting to Maguire 
Field the next night, Dobie 
turned to Garza, who was 
spectacular.
 The junior right-hander 
went fi ve strong innings, 
giving up two hits and 
striking out one while 
working his way around 
four walks.
 Offensively, the Long-
horns got busy again in the 
bottom of the fi rst inning.

 Cleckley walked, and 
Mercado delivered a one-
out RBI double to left fi eld 
for a 1-0 Dobie lead.
 Amaya’s single moved 
Mercado to third base, and 
he scored on a wild pitch 
for a 2-0 lead.
 In the bottom of the 
fi fth, Dobie put the se-
ries away. Miguel Torres 
reached on catcher’s in-
terference, and runner Ca-
leb Exum stole a base and 
moved to third on Cleck-
ley’s sacrifi ce bunt.
 Mercado then smacked 
a two-run triple to cen-
ter fi eld as the Longhorns 
went ahead 4-0. Mercado 
scored on a wild pitch, and 
Amaya came home on an 
error for a 6-0 lead.
 Mercado was 3 for 3 
with double and a triple, 
and scored two runs. He 
swiped two more bases.

Dobie’s David Amaya (20) slides into third base during fi fth-inning action of the 
second and series-clinching win over Dickinson, an 8-1 decision over the Gators 
May 3 at Maguire Field in Pasadena.
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A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
 832-692-7754

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

Advertise in 
the Leader!

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

281-487-2234
ACCREDITED

BUSINESS

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

Support Leader 
Advertisers!

Willie’s Concrete Works  

Serving the South Belt area 30+ years

281-484-7712
INSURED

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

76 Dobie Grad
9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPPLLLLUUUUMMMMBBBBIIIINNNNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

CARPENTER
  SHEETROCK    CARPENTRY REPAIRS

  DOORS    PAINTING    FLOORS
  ROTTEN WOOD    ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-816-4099

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

Free Service Call with Repairs

A ALL BRAND APPLIANCE

AIR & HEAT
SINCE 1972

TACLB5017E

Sageglen Resident For Over 20 Years

$100.00 Off New Equipment

713-451-0753     281-535-0402

Support

Leader

Advertisers

Let the 
Leader help 

with your 
advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

281-779-5053
blessingpainting@yahoo.com

www.blessingpainting.com
www.facebook.com/zamudio.poly

OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Carpentry / Repairs
Doors  Floors  Drywall 

Fascia/Soffit  Painting  Rotten Wood
         Call Alan 713-515-3781  

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

CURRY INC.
A/C - HEATING 

SERVICE
   Commercial &
     Residential 
Call for New Equipment Specials

713-643-5765
832-524-6854

Serving the Houston Area since 1965
TACLA#023879E

Advertise

in the

Leader!

281-481-5656

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

TACLB002755C

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Looking to 
improve 

your yard 
the easy way

See our 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
on  page 4B

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs

• Business Forms • Business 
Cards • Custom Letterheads 

& Envelopes • Wedding 
Invitations • Thank You 

Notes • Menus • Directories 
and much more!

11555 Beamer                    281-484-4337

Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoors.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs
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At left, Dobie junior 
second baseman Cam-
ryn Wincher rockets a 
grand slam to left fi eld 
in the fourth inning of 
game one versus Clear 
Springs May 1 at Clear 
Lake High School, giv-
ing Dobie a 7-1 lead 
that would eventual-
ly become an 8-4 vic-
tory.  At right, Clear 
Springs players were 
understandably shell-
shocked as Wincher 
headed toward a home 
plate celebration with 
teammates after the 
big hit. In a game two 
14-4 victory for Do-
bie, Wincher ended 
the series with a walk-
off single as she plated 
Taylor Pleasants with 
the team’s 14th run, 
giving the locals the 
win by mercy rule. Do-
bie, now 26-12 this sea-
son after a Game 1 loss 
to Alvin in the region-
al quarterfi nal series 
opener, will resume its 
series against the Lady 
Jackets May 10.

Photos by Jade Wise

Brook’s Crutchfi eld picks UH track

Clear Brook track and fi eld star Kennedy Crutchfi eld (left) has elected to 
continue her education and athletic career at the University of Houston, 
where she will join Cougars’ assistant coach and Olympic star Carl Lewis 
(right). Crutchfi eld, also a volleyball player at Clear Brook, qualifi ed for 
multiple events at regionals this spring, her fi nal season with the Lady Wol-
verines. She had previously verbally committed to the University of Mary-
land. Crutchfi eld will run sprints and compete in the jumps, and Lewis is 
considered one of the greatest of all-time in both.

Clutch Lady Longhorns earn regional semifi nal softball berth
Continued from Page 1B
 Dobie last reached at 
least this point in a season 
back in 2011, when a 32-
12 team lost a two-game 
series to Pearland for the 
Region III championship. 
 That Dobie squad was 
clearly gifted, but so is 
this one. Taylor Pleasants 
(Louisiana State Univer-
sity) is a four-year star 
and USA Junior National 

Women’s Team member 
while on her way to Baton 
Rouge later this summer, 
and junior Camryn Winch-
er has verbally committed 
to Michigan State.
 But this season is a sto-
ry of contribution from up 
and down the lineup, while 
junior pitcher Jessica De 
La Cerda has emerged as 
both the present and future 
in the circle.

 In an 8-4, 14-4 area 
round playoff series vic-
tory over Clear Springs, 
Pleasants was a major 
force, going a combined 
7 for 12 with two home 
runs, two doubles and fi ve 
runs batted in.
 As for Wincher, her 
fourth-inning grand slam 
gave the Lady Longhorns 
a 7-1 lead  en route to the 
8-4 victory.

 Pleasants set the tone 
for the Lady Longhorns 
with a solo home run to 
left fi eld in the fi rst inning 
of the opener.
 Freshman Karlie Barba, 
another standout offensive 
producer for the locals, 
had a pair of doubles, and 
Wincher sealed the deal 
with the grand slam in the 
fourth.
 De La Cerda got the 

win as she carefully scat-
tered nine hits but allowed 
just one earned run. She 
struck out two as Dobie 
won its seventh straight 
contest.
 Pleasants’ three-run ho-
mer in the fi rst inning of 
the second game again got 
the locals off and running 
on the way to the eventu-
al 14-4 mercy rule win in 
fi ve innings.

 Pleasants went 3 for 
3 and drove in four. She 
doubled in the fi fth inning 
and rode home on Winch-
er’s single to end the series 
in walk-off fashion.
 Jasmin Benitez had 
three hits and scored three 

runs for the Lady Long-
horns. Two of her hits 
went for doubles.
 Wincher had two hits 
and knocked in two runs, 
and Barba had two hits, 
scored twice and batted 
in two. Dani Colunga also 

had a pair of hits in the 
game.
 De La Cerda again 
earned the win, allowing 
three earned runs but lim-
iting big damage from the 
Lady Chargers.
 For the fi rst time in a 

while, Dobie is now facing 
a defi cit after its fi rst game 
loss to Alvin.
 But the Lady Long-
horns have come up with 
a season for the books to 
this point and aren’t ready 
to give in to any team.

SJC softball to open regional
 As daunting as the task 
may seem, the San Jacinto 
College softball team is set to 
chase a JUCO World Series 
berth while competing in the 
Region 14 Championships 
May 10-13 at Angelina Col-
lege.
 The double-elimination 
event is headlined by three 
nationally ranked programs, 
including No. 5 Tyler, No. 16 
and host Angelina as well as 
No. 17 Blinn, which went a 
school-record 23-1 in confer-
ence play.
 And then there is San  Ja-
cinto, which at 34-25 overall 
is coming off three wins in 
four games to close out the 
regular season. At 15-9 in 
conference play, the Coyotes 
had no luck against Blinn but 
wound up as the No. 2 seed 
of the South division and will 
face Bossier Parish (41-17) in 

a tournament opener.
 If San Jacinto is to reach 
the title round and, therefore, 
qualify for nationals later this 
month in St. George, Utah, 
the offense may need to carry  
the bulk of the load.
 Hitting .341 as a team, 
SJC is led by Morgan Childs, 
who is hitting .422. Ashley 
Ramber is next at .386, with 
Sam Martinez at .382. 
 Dominique Garcia is hit-
ting .374, with Lillie Groten-
huis at .333. Dobie graduate 
and sophomore Allison Bra-
vo is hitting .327 in limited 
action.
 Martinez is the leading 

power producer with nine 
home runs and 57 runs batted 
in. Garcia and Ramber are 
tied for second on the team 
with 43 runs batted in apiece.
 In the circle, Dobie grad-
uate and UH-Victoria signee 
Michelle Kristoff has been 
the team’s top pitcher for two 
seasons.
 This season, Kristoff is 
17-9 with a 2.86 earned run 
average. Madelyn Tannery is 
next with eight wins against 
four losses to go with a 3.53 
ERA. Meagan Smith has 
pitched to 3.36 ERA and will 
also see time in the tourna-
ment.

Region 14 Postseason Softball
May 10 through May 13

Angelina College, Lufkin
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