
The following en-
try was submitted 
by Atkinson Ele-
mentary campus 
math coach and 
peer facilitator 
Richard Whittak-
er, discussing the 
challenges that 
distance learning 
poses to students, 
parents and teach-
ers, along with its 
successes.

By Richard Whittaker
Atkinson Elementary

 When the students excitedly left the schools 
in PISD in March for spring break, we assumed 
we were starting a week of the normal relaxation 
and recharging that usually defi nes this time 
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Vacant house site of robbery

An armed robbery recently took place at a vacant house near the intersection of Sagedowne and 
Sagecreek. According to neighbors, the abandoned house has long been an attraction for area 
youths and vagrants, as it is easily accessed. The situation is particularly worrisome, given its 
proximity to both Stuchbery Elementary and Thompson Intermediate schools. The Sagemont 
Civic Club has reached out to city offi cials in an attempt to have the house’s windows boarded 
up to prevent further illegal entry. The house was reportedly the scene of a recent gunpoint rob-
bery. The Sagemont Civic Club is having this location investigated.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Recoginizing 2019-2020 Dobie seniors

To boost morale among graduating seniors affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, Dobie High 
School held a drive-thru parade at the area campus Wednesday, May 13, as students picked up 
their caps and gowns. Students/parents entered through the back parking lot, where they were 
greeted by staff holding signs and cheering them on, before proceeding to the front parking lot 
to claim their caps and gowns. Last week, seniors visited Dobie to pick up senior signs. Shown 
at that event are, staff members, left to right, Denice Smajstrla, counselor; Kelcey Davis, coun-
selor; Carey Sink, assistant principal; and Erin Richardson, counselor.

Commissioners court ponders selling Beltway
By James Bolen

 Sparks fl ew at a recent Harris County Com-
missioners Court meeting about secret discus-
sions regarding the possible sale or refi nancing 
of the Beltway 8 toll road.
  While details on any such deal are scant, the 
court’s two Republican members, led by Com-
missioner Precinct 3 Steve Radack, charged 

that the court’s two Democratic members had 
engaged in private discussions with Peter Key, 
chief fi nancial offi cer for the Harris County Toll 
Road Authority, to explore the matter.
 While Key admitted discussing the issue with 
others on the court, he contended the meetings 
were not secret in nature and that the idea was 
merely conceptual in manner and intended for 

the good of the county.
  “Commissioner, I would not characterize it 
as secret meetings,” Key said. “What is being 
done so far, I’ve been on three phone calls try-
ing to formulate a plan that could be presented 
to Commissioners Court on refi nancing activ-
ities for the toll road, as well as formulating a 
plan for how the toll road can help the county 
better fi nancially.”
 Radack contended that no one, including the 
public, should be kept in the dark on issues of 

such importance.
 “Some people know about it, some people 
don’t. People have been told not to talk about 
it, and when people are told not to talk about 
something, that means it’s secret,” Radack said. 
“Why wasn’t this shared publicly? Obviously, 
we’re talking about tremendous amounts – tens 
of millions of dollars in fees attached to what 
y’all are talking about. And I want to know why. 
Why wasn’t this shared publicly or at least with
 Continued on Page 8

Richard Whittaker

 Deotis Gay Jr. is retir-
ing from Harris County 
after serving the commu-
nity for nearly half a cen-
tury.
 Gay’s 45-year jour-
ney started on the road 
as a $3.50-an-hour fl ag-
man and ended as the 
road and bridge super-
intendent with a wealth 
of knowledge about Pre-
cinct 1’s infrastructure. 
 But, as the old song 
says, every road has got to 
end somewhere – or, in Gay’s case, sometime.
 For him, the long-and-winding road has tak-
en him through four positions before he reaches 

his retirement at the end of this month. During 
Gay’s tenure, the precinct’s approximately 883 
miles of roads and bridges have seen great im-
provements. But, being a modest person, he 
doesn’t take credit.
 “I really don’t consider myself making accom-
plishments,” Gay said. “Whatever they asked me 
to do, I just do it the best way I can. In the mean-
time, I just hope what I did helped the precinct. I 
never really took any credit for anything.”
 That, however, doesn’t prevent his supervisors 
from reaping praises on his accomplishments and 
work ethic.
 “The employees and residents of Precinct 1 are 
going to miss Deotis and the breadth of knowl-
edge he has accumulated over more than four 
decades in the Road and Bridge Department,”

 Continued on Page 7

Deotis Gay ending 45-year journey

City develops COVID homeless plan

of the school year. However, the onset of the 
coronavirus quickly changed Spring Break into 
Spring Broken. 
 Eight weeks later, we are all still trying to nav-
igate these new waters of “distance learning.” 
Everyone involved suddenly had new roles and 
different responsibilities. 
 The students were thrust into a world they had 
not experienced before. Literally overnight, they 
had to adjust to learning which virtual platform 
they were using and how to access it. 
 Many of them have to share a device with 
siblings. They also have to contend with their 
parents being thrust into the role of teacher, 
which has proven to be stressful for both par-
ties.
 While trying to focus on schoolwork with-
out the instruction in person of a professional 
educator, in most cases, they are also dealing 
with other stressors. Many parents are out of 
work, which causes stress in the household.

Continued on Page 7

Educator’s view of life with COVID

 Small businesses impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic now have a resource for free legal ad-
vice, thanks to a new program launched by the 
City of Houston.
 The Houston Small Business Legal Consul-
tations (HSBLC) program is a collaboration be-
tween the city’s Offi ce of Business Opportunity 
(OBO), Vinson & Elkins (V&E) and several pri-
vate law fi rms.
 Through a network of volunteer attorneys, 
HSBLC will provide participants free legal 
consultations, by telephone, about how to nav-
igate loan and grant relief programs, taxes, 
commercial leases, contracts, employment, in-
tellectual property and other general business 
issues.

 To be eligible for the program, one must be 
self-employed or be an owner or representative 
of a small business or nonprofi t organization. In-
formation about how the business has been af-
fected by the pandemic must be provided. After a 
screening process, the business will be matched 
with a volunteer attorney from one of the partic-
ipating law fi rms, who will try to offer guidance. 
All consultations are confi dential to the full ex-
tent permitted by law.
 “We are thrilled to be collaborating with the 
City of Houston and so many national fi rms to 
help Houston’s small business community,” said 
Ellyn Haikin Josef, pro bono counsel at V&E. 
“In these uncertain and scary times, we want 

Continued on Page 7

Free legal COVID advice for businesses

 Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner recently 
joined with representatives from several local or-
ganizations to provide details on how the city’s 
homeless population is being helped during the 
COVID-19 public health crisis.
 Throughout the pandemic, more than 100 
partner agencies in The Way Home homeless re-
sponse system have been working diligently to 
provide services to this vulnerable population.
 On an average day, homeless men and women, 
who nearly all suffer from chronic, underlying 
health conditions, are some of the most vulner-
able at-risk individuals in Houston. That vul-

nerability is compounded during a pandemic, as 
area homeless either do not readily have access 
to hand hygiene (like running water) or live in 
dense shelters where it is challenging to practice 
social distancing.
 “To prevent people from dying on our streets 
or in our shelters, the city worked quickly, en-
gaging the CDC and HUD, local partners and 
cities around the world,” said Turner. “We have 
created and implemented a comprehensive three-
prong response, focusing on three key areas – 
prevention, emergency response and recovery.”

Continued on Page 7

COVID numbers increase
 As of 10 a.m. Wednesday, May 13, ZIP code 
77089 had 75 confi rmed cases of COVID-19, ac-
cording to Harris County Public Health offi cials. 
That is nine higher than the 66 count reported 
Tuesday, May 5. In ZIP code 77075, county of-
fi cials are reporting 74 known cases. This is 13 
higher than the 61 cases reported the previous 
week. County offi cials are now reporting 53 cas-
es in ZIP code 77034, up nine cases from last 
week. In all, there are currently 8,416 known 
cases in Harris County, an increase of 1,578 from 
last week. Of those, 4,859 remain active, up 757 
from last week. A total of 3,213 have recovered in 
the county, an increase of 771 from the previous 
week. To date, 183 have died from COVID-19, 
up 50 from last week. Statistics are updated daily 
and include numbers from both the Houston city 
limits and throughout Harris County. To view an 
interactive map, visit publichealth.harriscounty 
tx.gov/Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.

Donate blood by appointment
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 is host-
ing a blood drive in the social hall at St. Luke 
the Evangelist Catholic Church, 11011 Hall 
Road, on Sunday, May 17, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. by appointment only. 
 Make appointments online at giveblood.org 
(sponsor code 1185) or call Val Comeaux, 713-
582-5358. COVID-19 protocol is in place. 
 A mask covering the face needs to be worn 
and distances need to be respected.

Diaz gives free masks
 Precinct 2 Constable Chris Diaz is holding 
a free mask distribution on Friday, May 22, at 
the Laura Bush Elementary parking lot from 
10 a.m. to noon as long as supplies last.

BBQ sale at St. Luke’s
 Knights of Columbus Council 9201 is 
sponsoring a barbecue sale Saturday, May 
16, and Sunday, May 17, from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. (or until food runs out) in the St. Luke 
Catholic Church rear parking lot, located at 
11011 Hall. The event features a chopped 
beef sandwich with onions and pickles, 
chips or Fritos and a soft drink. 
 The cost is $8. The proceeds will benefi t 
Knights of Columbus charities.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 The southbound entrance ramp on the 
Gulf Freeway will be closed at FM 518 until 
further notice.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Free-
way from FM 518 to FM 517 in League City 
will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through 
Tuesday, June 30. This work will require al-
ternate entrance and exit ramp closures.
 At least one southbound frontage road 
lane on the Gulf Freeway from FM 517 to 
Hughes in Texas City will be closed un-
til further notice. The southbound entrance 
ramp at FM 517 in Texas City will also be 
closed until further notice.
 The closures are associated with an on-
going construction project to widen the 
freeway from three to fi ve lanes in each di-
rection and the frontage roads from two to 
three lanes in each direction.

Readers urged to send stories
 The Leader staff is curious as to how 
South Belt families are spending their time, 
now that local offi cials have suggested to 
comply with social distancing guidelines 
and refrain from public gatherings, forc-
ing many residents to work and study from 
home. Readers are encouraged to email their 
adaptation stories and photos (list both fi rst 
and last names, in order, left to right) to my
news@southbeltleader.com.

Beltway closures planned
 There will be a total closure of the Fairmont 
Parkway exit ramp on Beltway 8 through 10 
p.m. Tuesday, June 16. 
 Both northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Vista will be closed con-
tinuously through 5 a.m. Monday, May 18.
 The northbound U-turn lane on the Beltway 
8 frontage road at SH 225 will be continuously 
closed through 5 a.m. Tuesday, June 2.
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to four 
lanes in each direction.

COVID prayer time set
 South Belt Church will post fi ve prayer sta-
tions in the church parking lot May 23 and 24. 
The church invites the South Belt community to 
drive through at 13100 Beamer Road and pray 
for different groups in the South Belt communi-
ty affected by COVID-19.

Deotis Gay

 A family disturbance call Thursday, May 7, 
in the 11600 block of Sagelink led to multiple 
felony charges.
 Deputies from the Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable’s offi ce responded to the call at ap-
proximately 3 a.m. Upon their arrival, deputies 
were informed by the caller that her son had as-
saulted her daughter. The suspect possessed an 
AR-15 rifl e and had reportedly threatened his 
sister with harm.
 The suspect fl ed the location prior to depu-
ties’ arrival and was located in the nearby area 
driving an unauthorized vehicle. During the ve-
hicle stop, a loaded AR-15 rifl e and handgun 
were spotted in plain view inside the car, with 
the handgun being reported as stolen.
 Brett Gilliam, 19, was subsequently appre-
hended and charged with aggravated assault 

with a deadly weapon, unauthorized use of a 
motor vehicle and unlawful carrying of a weap-
on.
 Precinct 2 has reported seeing a recent uptick 
in local domestic disturbance calls, due, in part, 
to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. There has
been a particularly sharp increase in the number 
of violence-related calls.
 County offi cials attribute the increase in calls 
to the fact that many individuals who would 
normally be at work every day are now at home 
with their families 24 hours a day. This coupled 
with family members also not at work or loss of 
wages has added to the stress in the family unit.
 Residents experiencing a family/domestic 
disturbance are urged to contact the constable’s 
offi ce at 713-477-4070 before the situation es-
calates.

19-year-old with AR-15 arrested

 There are still multiple operations in the area 
providing free meals to local youth during this 
ongoing health crisis.

City of Houston
 The Houston Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment is continuing its curbside meal program for 
youth, ages 1 to 18, at selected area parks.
 Local parks include the Sagemont Communi-
ty Center, 11507 Hughes Road, and the Beverly 
Hills Park Community Center, 10201 Kingspoint 
Road.
 Each child will receive one lunch and one 
snack. Children must be present. Only children 
who come to the site for pickup can receive the 

food. A parent can’t take food for a child that is 
not present at the time of pickup.
 To ensure social distancing is maintained 
throughout the curbside meal distribution, meals 
will be placed in the trunk of the recipient’s car.
 For additional information or a complete list 
of participating parks, visit www.houstontx.gov/
parks/pdfs/2020/HPARDCurbsideMealDistribu
tionProgram_NewInfo.pdf.

Pasadena ISD
 The Pasadena Independent School District 
is continuing its grab-and-go free breakfast and 
lunch program.

Continued on Page 7

Free meals for youth still available

 Gov. Greg Abbott recently held a press con-
ference in which he announced that he will be 
issuing an executive order to expand openings 
of certain businesses and activities. The gover-
nor also announced new guidance from the Texas 
Education Agency (TEA) on graduation ceremo-
nies and the creation of Surge Response Teams 
to combat any COVID-19 fl are-ups in Texas. 
 “Texas is in a position to continue opening 
parts of our economy because of the efforts and 
determination of the people of Texas,” said Ab-

bott. “Over the past month, Texans have worked 
together to contain the spread of COVID-19 by 
following social distancing practices and stay-
ing at home whenever possible. As we move 
forward, I urge all Texans to continue following 
these social distancing guidelines and the health 
standards we have provided. With every Texan 
doing their part, we will contain COVID-19, we 
will unleash our entrepreneurs, and we will make 
it through this challenge together.”
 Continued on Page 8 

Gov. Abbott on reopening Texas

 A robbery recently took place at an abandoned 
home in the 11400 block of Sagedowne.
 Three young adults (two females and one 
male) were held at gunpoint by three men. The 
three victims were robbed of their personal be-
longings, along with their vehicle, which also 
contained a gun.
 The vacant house, which is easy to access 
through open windows, has reportedly long been 
a gathering site for youths and vagrants. Kay 
Barbour, Sagemont Civic Club president, said 

the homeowner, who owns other properties in the 
same subdivision, lives out of state and specializ-
es in rent-to-own sites.
 Barbour said she has reached out to city offi -
cials to see if the residence can be boarded up to 
prevent illegal entry, as similar Sagemont prop-
erties in the past.
 The suspects are merely described as three 
black males. Anyone with any information on 
this case is urged to contact the Houston Police 
Department Robbery Division at 713-308-0700.

Robbery reported in vacant house

 This sign reads, “Please pray for our brave 
fi rst responders and medical professionals who 
are on the frontline of the COVID-19 response.”
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LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Fr. Jhon Gallo-Florez, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice
New Covenant 

Christian Church
10603 Blackhawk 

281-484-4230
Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday Wednesday

Bill & Cheryl Hines

South Belt-Ellington LeaderSouth Belt-Ellington Leader 

–– The Voice of Community-Minded People ––

11555 Beamer           281-481-5656
 E-mail: mynews@southbeltleader.com

 Davy & Marie Flickinger, owners

Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library

 Bracewell Branch Library is located at 9002 Kingspoint. The library will continue to provide 
online resources so the public can enjoy the library at home.
 Currently, the Houston Public Library is focusing on providing electronic resources, books, 
audiobooks, databases for research, tutoring, language learning, education and parent informa-
tion for any resident of Texas with a temporary library card.  The way an interested resident can 
get a library card is to visit the website at www.houstonlibrary.org, scroll down onto the Home 
Page, and fi nd the heading Here’s What’s Happening. Under that heading, there will be three 
cards. The middle one is Free Resources for All. Click on the card which will go to the page that 
lists the digital resources available and a link to obtain a temporary card.
 Also, under the heading Here’s What’s Happening, look for the fi rst card on the left, click on 
the heading titled Online Resources for Kids. One of the programs listed is Virtual Storytime. 
This is provided every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 11 a.m. The archived storytimes can 
be found on Facebook by searching Houston Public Library Virtual Storytimes. Another virtual 
program is Craft. Soon there will be STEM programs. 
 The HPL updated app is much more user-friendly than before. On the very fi rst page, there 
is a link to Tumblebooks, which has many picture books that are animated read-alongs for chil-
dren.
 Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services remain available 
24/7 with a MY Link Library Card at www.houstonlibrary.org,  including e-books  and e-au-
diobooks,  streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. 
Until further notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for holds 
and check-out. HPL has a robust  collection  of  free  e-books  and  audio  books. Visit the catalog 
to determine  if a previously requested hold  selection  may  be  in  a  digital  format. Instructions 
on downloading the e-book or audio book are also on the site.
 All due dates for existing borrowed materials will be extended through the closure period. 
Until further  notice, no new late fees and fi nes will be assessed during the closure period, retro-
active to March 14, 2020. 
 While the Bracewell Branch Library remains closed, it’s Wi-Fi service is still available for 
residents to utilize. If a customer has a device, such as a phone, laptop or tablet but no Wi-Fi, 
they can come to the library and gain access by standing/sitting within 6 feet of the building. 
There is no need for a password. All one needs to do is go to Settings, then Network and Internet, 
Wi-Fi, and then connect to HPL – Public.
 Visit the City of Houston’s Emergency Operations Center website at https://houstonemergen-
cy.org/covid19 or call 832-393-4220 for more meant to slow the spread of COVID-19 and reduce 
the number of people infected. For additional information, visit: www.houstonlibrary.org.

Parker Williams Library 
 A notice on the website reads, “All Harris County Public Library locations will remain 
closed to the public at this time. Public safety is our top priority. We will provide service 
updates as they are developed. The book drop at Parker Williams Library is open. No late fees 
have been nor will be charged during the library closures.  You may return library materials 
to the exterior book drops at most HCPL locations, but, we urge you to continue to maintain 
social distancing and other public health guidelines. You will not be charged late fees. Please 
do not leave items outside the library. 
 Harris County Public Library will continue to offer a wide array of online services:
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service while maintaining social distancing with HCPL’s Drive-up Wi-Fi
 – Download eBooks and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube 
 – Check your account to renew loans or request books 
 – eBooks, comics or graphic novels through OverDrive 
 – Stream classic fi lms, indie cinema, and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy 
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive 
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks 
 – Ask us a question via chat on Ask a Librarian
 – Get book recommendations via Book Hunters
 If you do not have an HCPL library card, you can get instant access to all HCPL’s digital 
materials including eBooks, streaming movies and research tools with an iKnow Digital Ac-
cess Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/services/iknow-card for an HCPL card.
 Parker Williams Curbside Holds Pick-Up
 Curbside Holds Pick-Up starts Tuesday, May 26.
 When you receive notifi cation that your holds are ready for pick-up, call your HCPL pick-
up location (832-927-7870). Please have your library card number and PIN handy. You will 
be given a pick-up time and instructions for curbside pick-up. When you arrive at the library, 
follow the instructions you were provided over the phone. You may be asked to show your 
library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Note: Library staff will not be able to take your returns during curbside pick-up, please 
put them in the book drop. For your safety and that of HCPL staff, curbside pick-up may be 
temporarily suspended during bad weather. Curbside Holds Pick-Up will be available Mon-
day – Thursday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday 1 –  6 p.m.; and Saturday 10 a.m. –  5 p.m.
 Question: I had holds ready for pickup when the library closed. Will I lose my place in the 
queue and have to place another hold?
 Answer: No. Holds will be at the branch when it reopens to the public. In addition, new holds 
can be placed online during the closure and they will be processed when libraries reopen.
 Question: Can I place an Interlibrary Loan request during the time that the library is closed? 
 Answer: The Interlibrary Loan service has been suspended. We cannot take ILL requests until 
libraries reopen.
 For additional information, visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library.”

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Lugo requests 
cards for Cormier
Hello,
 I’d like to ask for your help in sending 
get well wishes to the HPD helicopter pi-
lot, Chase Cormier who was injured in 
the helicopter accident this past week-
end. 
 I would like to deliver homemade get 
well soon cards from our local residents 
and their children. 
 If you would like to participate, please 
create a get well card. 
 They may be delivered to Frazier El-
ementary School at 10503 Hughes Rd. 
Please place them in the box on the 
Free Library bench out front. It is clearly 
marked. 
 Your well wishes in support of his re-
covery are greatly appreciated!
 Kind regards,
 Crystal Lugo

 T. Dudley Johnson, 76, 
died at home May 5, 2020. 
 Born in Kenedy, Texas, 
on June 5, 1943, to Wayne 
and Evelyn Johnson, he was 
raised as a cowboy in Ban-
quete, Texas. Rodeo injuries 
changed his career trajectory 
toward the new frontier of oil 
and gas. 
 After working for several 
years at the Amoco refi nery, 
Dudley joined South Texas 
Pipeline in 1976. As project 
manager he commissioned 
pipelines from Houston to 
Corpus Christi and later 
spearheaded a project in Bra-
zil, in the process garnering 
great respect and acclaim 
in his fi eld. Later in life he 
found further satisfaction in 
his work as a catastrophe in-
surance adjuster. 
 Even in retirement Dudley 
refused to stay idle, working 
part time as a courier and 
authoring two books, “Col-
lection of Texas Stories” and 
“The Legendary Joe Green 
and Charley.”
 Dudley was a man of faith 
and family. He married the 
love of his life Maggie in 
1975 and they lived happi-
ly together for 45 years. He 
loved sharing experiences 
with his son Scot, and the 
three of them had many ad-
ventures together traveling, 
treasure hunting, and explor-
ing the outdoors. He would 
patiently bait Maggie’s fi sh-
ing hook or tirelessly tow 
Scot on water skis while 
loving every moment of it. 
He was quick with a quip, a 
prolifi c reader, a student of 
Texas history, and a foodie 
before there was such a term. 

He was an elder in his church 
and served God’s will in all 
that he did. He will be great-
ly missed and fondly remem-
bered.
 Dudley is survived by 
his wife; son Scot Johnson 
and daughter-in-law Rachel; 
brothers Donal Wayne John-
son and wife Judy, Lester 
Johnson and wife Barbara, 
and Sterling Johnson and 
wife Sheryl; and a myriad  
family and friends. 
 There will be a private ser-
vice in Bay City. A Celebra-
tion of Life will be scheduled 
at a date to be determined lat-
er. 
 In lieu of fl owers the fam-
ily requests a memorial do-
nation to Kirkwood South 
Christian Church or the All 
Texas Dachshund Rescue.

T. Dudley 
Johnson

Leader checks out social media
By Natalie Abarca

 A member of The Offi -
cial South Belt & Sagemont 
Area Crime Alert Facebook 
group shared a post of a 2016 
Chevy Silverado truck that 

was stolen Monday, May 4, 
around 1 a.m. on Southport 
Drive by Atkinson Elemen-
tary. The video shows that 
there were four suspects in a 
Nissan Altima.

 On the same Facebook 
group, a member shared a 
post from Harris County  
Precinct 2, that an arrest was 
made of a male suspect Brett 
Gilliam. On Thursday, May 

 Margaret Myrta Sarlls 
Vanelli, 100, was born on July 
9, 1919, the youngest of eight 
children. Margaret died short-
ly after midnight on April 29, 
2020. She was preceded in 
death by her husband Lew-
is Vanelli; her parents Brigid 
Kavanagh and James Sarlls;  
her sisters Agnes Vogt, Brigid 
Schell and Mary Dorweiler; 
and her brothers James Sarlls, 
Edward Sarlls, Joseph Sarlls 
and Lawrence Sarlls.
 Margaret attended both 
Wood and Patti Welder 
schools in Victoria, Texas. 
There she played volleyball 
and softball.  Later she gained 
recognition as a pitcher for 
the Victoria Rosettes, a ladies’ 
league softball team. After 
the Rosettes beat the Houston 
team, Margaret was recruit-
ed to play for them. But her 
mother did not like the idea of 

Margaret Myrta 
Sarlls Vanelli

a young girl living alone in the 
big city.  So Margaret stayed 
home, continued to play for 
the Rosettes, and went to 
work at Levi's Department 
Store where she met Lewis 
Vanelli. They married in 1939 
and had two children. She 
never stopped learning and 
continued her education at 
Victoria Junior College after 
the children went to college.
 Margaret was a longtime 
parishioner at Our Lady of 
Victory Catholic Church in 
Victoria. She made frequent 
trips to visit her grandchildren 
in Houston, in Idaho and in 
Alaska, where she eventually 
lived for several years after 
Lewis passed away. She also 
traveled to Mexico City to 
visit the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, and made pil-
grimages to religious sites in 
Portugal and Paris. More re-
cently she has been a parishio-
ner at St. Luke the Evangelist 
Catholic Church.
 Margaret is survived by 
her children, Peggy Cole and 
husband Kenneth of Big Lake, 
Ark., and James Vanelli and 
wife Jackie of Houston. She 
is also survived by her grand-
children Scott Cole, Charles 
Vanelli, Katie Cole Abraham, 
Rebecca Cole Panruk, Donald 
Vanelli, Russell Vanelli, Mel-
anie Cole Pearce and Matthew 
Middleton. Margaret was 
blessed with 11 great-grand-
children Aiden, Liliana and 
Ryon Abraham; Ellyn, Aver-
eigh, Sophia and Aidan Vanel-
li; Austin, Savanna and An-
drew Middleton; and Justin 
Cole.
 Margaret leaves a number 
of nephews and nieces, and 
their children, all of whom she 
loved dearly.
 Margaret was laid to rest 
March 2 in a private ceremony 
at Resurrection Cemetery in 
Victoria. Honorary pallbear-
ers were John Schell, James 
Schell, Joseph Sarlls, James 
Steelhammer, Charles Vanel-
li, Donald Vanelli, Russell 
Vanelli and Scott Cole.
 A memorial service will 
be scheduled for a later date.  
Donations may be made in 
Margaret’s name to the Ga-
briel Project at St. Luke the 
Evangelist Catholic Church.  
Words of comfort may be 
shared at www.colonialfuner
alhomevictoria.com.

Palacios concerned 
with debris in ditch 
 Marie, you always stay on top of 
things in the Southbelt community and 
so I’m reaching out to you regarding 
some issues my husband and I have 
about Clear Brook Meadows, where we 
have lived for the last 17 years.
 Our home is located in Clear Brook 
Meadows, with Dobie High School prac-
tically in our backyard, along with what 
is called the “Wetlands”. There is a 
drainage ditch that surrounds the outer 
area of Clear Brook Meadows and other 
than the quarterly (??) mowing of grass 
behind our fence there is little else that 
has been done back there to keep trees 
and anything else from growing OUT 
OF CONTROL. We’ve been fortunate 
that this ditch has not overfl owed and 
caused fl ooding in our neighborhood 
after heavy rains, especially with Hurri-
canes Ike in 2008 and Harvey in 2017.
 Now our concerns:
1)  As mentioned above, we’ve heard 
over the years that the drainage ditch is 

not cleaned out due to the “Wetlands”, 
which in this case is a fi sh and wildlife 
habitat. We have enjoyed seeing the 
many different types of birds that perch 
on our fence and trees. In fact, many 
years ago we even saw an alligator in 
the ditch - when the water could still 
fl ow freely without any brush or tree ob-
stacles.  However, the vegetation over-
growth in this ditch is now very much 
out of control that we worry we may not 
be so lucky the next time we experience 
heavy rains and/or hurricanes. This 
overgrowth, coupled with trash, could 
potentially cause fl ooding of our homes. 
 Just last week (April 27) the big trac-
tor came around for the quarterly mow-

ing...or so we thought. For the remainder 
of the week and continuing into Monday 
and Tuesday of this week there has 
been a crew working to clean the brush 
overgrowth from the back of our fenc-
es and along the ditch.  On Tuesday we 
saw the crew trimming lower branches 
from the overgrown trees and trimming 
more of the brush along the edge of the 
ditch. We were excited to see this area 
FINALLY getting the long-overdue atten-
tion. Later that afternoon we walked out 
behind our fence to take a look at the 
“cleanup” and then we noticed some-
thing very disturbing...the crew discard-
ed all the “just cut” limbs/branches down 
into the ditch, with some of them  actual-

ly falling into the water!! While the area 
looks so much nicer from this cleanup, 
my question is WHY WOULDN’T THE 
DEBRIS GET HAULED AWAY?!! The 
concern now is that with all this debris 
in the ditch it could very likely make its 
way into rising water and cause some 
SERIOUS FLOODING!! 
 Prior to writing you I did try contact-
ing our HOA but have not heard back 
from them and it’s probably due to the 
COVID-19 work from home order. We 
would like to know which entity would’ve 
been responsible for this cleanup proj-
ect...the HOA, Harris County, other...
and will this area continue to be main-
tained in the future? Several pictures 
were taken and are being forwarded to 
you.
 2) In January 2019, there was an oil 
pipeline leak into this same ditch. It is 
our understanding that Exxon was re-
sponsible for this accidental leak and 
so a months-long (maybe a year-long) 
cleanup was done. Our issue is that 
since that time, water is always standing 
in this ditch, as well as in the retention 
pond behind Dobie High School, and it 
never dries up even after an extended 
period with no rain. The kids at Dobie 
used to walk across the pond and they 
are no longer able to because of stand-
ing water. What was done to cause this 
and why? Will this too cause a fl ooding 
issue?
 On a positive note, many people in 
the neighborhood are now enjoying this 
new/clean area for recreational purpos-
es...fi shing, walks, 4-wheeling, etc. As 
for us, we continue to enjoy the bird-
watching! Thank you,
 John & Margaret Palacios
 Concerned Homeowners,
Publisher’s note: Thanks for your con-
cern for our community. I forwarded your 
concerns to the HOA and they advised 
me they will address this since the cut 
branches were to be hauled off. This 
ditch is a complicated problem for many 
reasons, but I know the HOA is trying to 
address the problems. Thanks again!

Marie Flickinger, publisher

7, at approximately 2:59 
a.m., Harris County Con-
stable Precinct 2 Deputies 
were dispatched to a family 
disturbance on 1600 Sage-
link Dr. Upon arrival dep-
uties were informed by the 
reportee that her son assault-
ed her daughter. The suspect 
possessed an AR-15 rifl e and 
threatened his sister with 
harm. The suspect fl ed the 
location prior to deputies’ 
arrival and was located in 
the area while driving a ve-
hicle he was not authorized 
to drive. During the vehicle 
stop, a loaded AR-15 rifl e 
and handgun were located in 
plain view inside the vehicle, 
with the handgun reported to 
be stolen. See related story 
on Page 1.
 A member of People of 
Sagemont 2 Facebook group 
posted a video surveillance 
of a scene in which a suspect 
was taken into custody for 
breaking into a neighbor’s 
house which was empty. The 
incident happened Wednes-
day, May 6, at 12:30 a.m. 
Thanks to neighbors that live 
behind the house, the suspect 
was caught. The suspect’s ID 
indicated he was from Loui-
siana. The post was shared on 
other Facebook groups.
 On the same Facebook 
group a member posted that, 
while she was outside on her 
driveway, a white Ford Es-
cape (newer model with pa-
per plates) pulled up with 
two males in front and a fe-
male passenger in the back 
with a child in the backseat. 
The female  was wearing blue 
gloves and pulled out a gold 
thick chain with some sort of 
medallion on it. The wom-
an was being very persistent 
and trying to sell it and say-
ing they need money. The 
member states that the female 
had an accent that sounded 
Middle Eastern. The member 
told her, “No” and the people 
took off quickly. The incident 
happened on Blackhawk and 
Sageroyal. The member want-
ed to notify the community of 
the incident so parents may 

safeguard their children, re-
alizing some people are care-
less and desperate and will 
do anything for money right 
now. The post was shared on 
other Facebook groups.
 On the same Facebook 
group a member posted pic-
tures of a suspect and the sus-
pect’s vehicle of an attempted 
break-in Monday, May 11, on 
Hughes Road and Blackhawk 
Boulevard. The man shown 
in the photo, rang the mem-
ber’s doorbell and looked 

around the house on each 
side. The  member states that 
the alleged suspect broke into 
the side gate, broke into the 
shed, and then broke the win-
dow. The member reported 
the incident to local police 
and there is an open case in 
the offi ce of Constable Pre-
cinct 2. The member is ask-
ing the community if any-
one recognizes the man or 
vehicle, to call local police. 
The post was shared on other 
Facebook groups.

 As society depends 
more on the internet for 
shopping and other mat-
ters during the COVID-19 
crisis, Harris County Dis-
trict Attorney Kim Ogg is 
urging people of all ages 
to stay vigilant about cy-
ber security.
  “With more people 
than ever before using 
the internet for every-
thing from shopping to 
meetings and even home 
schooling because of the 
pandemic, now is the 
time to double-down on 
safe cyber practices and 
reinforce good habits,” 
Ogg said. “People need 
to be using anti-virus 
software, staying vigilant 
when opening emails 
and understand how 
these scams work.”
  One common scheme 
is an email telling the 
target that the scammer 
knows something embar-
rassing about them and 
will release it if they do 
not receive money.
  Scammers will buy or 
obtain emails and pass-
words from data breach-
es then use that infor-
mation to try to convince 
people that their email or 

computer has been com-
promised.
  “This scam is quick 
and easy to do,” said As-
sistant District Attorney 
Keith Houston who over-
sees the cybercrimes 
unit. “When people get 
these emails, I tell them 
to change all their pass-
words after running a 
good virus program to 
check their devices.”
  The scam plays on 
people’s fears by sug-
gesting they were caught 
doing something inappro-
priate. 
 It takes a scammer, 
who can be anywhere in 
the world, less than an 
hour to set up the email 
address and account for 
payment. 
 Then they can send 
tens of thousands of 
emails at once using a 
mass messaging app.
  “If only 2 to 3 peo-
ple pay, the scammer 
made $4,000 to $6,000 
for less than an hour of 
work,” Houston said. “No 
one is immune from be-
ing targeted. We use all 
the tools at our disposal 
to go after these high-
tech thieves but everyone 

Harris County District Attorney Kim Ogg urges internet 
awareness to protect against cyber scams

Elected offi cials share their words

needs to be vigilant.”
  For your own fi nancial 
safety, it pays to be inter-
net aware.
 Everyone who uses a 
computer, smart phone 
or tablet needs to routine-
ly clean their desktops, 
mobile devices and web 
browsers. 
 Do regular updates, 
turn on fi rewalls, use an-
ti-virus software and lock 
the device when not in 
use. 
 Also, disable any un-
wanted or needed apps, 
programs or services not 
required to run the de-
vice. 
 More than three-fourths 
of successful attacks are 
on phones and mobile 
devices, usually through 
apps.
  Beware of unfamiliar 
emails with links to pho-
tos or websites. Rather 
than clicking on a link, 
just open a new page in 
your browser and type in 
the link address to make 
sure you go to the right 
website. 
  “Phishing” is the fraudu-
lent attempt to obtain sen-
sitive information such as 
usernames, passwords, 

credit card details or oth-
er personal information 
by disguising an electron-
ic communication. 
 Phishing can look like 
an innocuous or legiti-
mate email message.
 “Spoofi ng” is the use 
of a fake website or email 
to obtain personal identi-
fi cation or even convince 
someone to send a check 
to a fraudster.
  Criminals also tar-
get the lonely or elderly 
through romance scams. 
The hacker will create an 
online persona to target a 
victim often by imperson-
ating a sympathetic per-
son like a deployed sol-
dier or a disabled person.

 These are profession-
al con men (and women) 
who will spend months 
cultivating a relationship 
before asking for money.
  According to the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investiga-
tions, there was $3.5 bil-
lion in total loss to online 
fraud across the country 
in 2019, an $800 million 
increase from 2018. 
 The total estimated 
loss since 2015 is esti-
mated at $10.2 billion. 
Since the District Attor-
ney’s Offi ce launched 
our cybercrime unit two 
years ago, we have fi led 
charges in fraud cases to-
taling more than $50 mil-
lion in stolen money.
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 SECTION B

SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/29/20.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

NOW TAKING APPOINTMENTS FOR 
DETAIL & HANDWASH SERVICES
www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Mechanic  
On Duty

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

BBB Accredited Business

11101 Resource Pkwy.
Houston, TX 77089

281-484-9006

1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109
Pearland, TX 77581

832-736-9006
We have space available at each location

Texan Bank 
Texan Bank CARESCARES

N
Houston • Friendswood • Clear Lake

Sugar Land • River Oaks

WWW . T E X A N B A N K . C O M
(

SBA APPROVED

PAYCHECK PROTECTION
PROGRAM

LENDER

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

DIXIE DELI 

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK 

281-484-3083
364A FM 1959 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)

Hours: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

 Should things return to 
normal, both the Dobie and 
Clear Brook varsity football 
teams will begin the 2020 
regular season Friday, Aug. 
28.
 The Longhorns, who won 
nine regular season games 
for the first time in 20 sea-

sons a year ago en route 
to a second straight bidis-
trict playoff appearance 
under head coach Kevin 
Berneathy, open the season 
against Alief Elsik at Pasa-
dena ISD's Veterans Stadi-
um in Pasadena.
 The Wolverines, begin-

2020 varsity football schedules unveiled
ning a new era under the 
guidance of first-year head 
coach John Towels III, will 
begin their varsity season on 
the road against Texas City 
at Stingaree Stadium.
 Of note, Dobie will start 
District 22-6A action Sept. 
25 at Channelview. 

 The Longhorns’ annual 
homecoming game is set for 
Oct. 9 against the Pasadena 
Eagles at Veterans Stadium 
in Pasadena.
 Clear Brook will host 
Fulshear Sept. 18 as part of 
its homecoming celebration 
Sept. 18 at Challenger Co-

lumbia Stadium in Webster 
and will then take on Clear 
Lake in its District 24-6A 
opener Sept. 25.
 Dobie is 16-6 in two 
varsity seasons under Ber-
neathy, having drawn even-
tual Class 6A Division I 
state champion North Shore 

Dobie all-district varsity girls’ soccer standout Mi-
randa Serrano is set to continue her education and 
playing career at the University of St. Thomas in 
Houston after inking a letter of intent with the Celts 
this spring.

JFD’S Serrano 
to St. Thomas

 Count 2020 San Jacin-
to College baseball players 
Brandon Birdsell, Luke Little 
and Mitchell Parker among 
the thousands of draft eligi-
bles no doubt left disappoint-
ed by the MLB owners' re-
cent vote to limit the June 10 
amateur draft to five rounds.
 The annual first-year play-
er draft has for many years 
extended to 40 rounds, yet 
with pro baseball currently in 
the dugout due to the corona-
virus pandemic and potential 
revenues lost daily, this is 
what it has come to.
 Therefore, any high school 
senior graduates, JUCO play-
ers and those four-year col-
lege players who have com-
pleted at least their junior 
years are now eligible to be 
chosen by MLB teams. Yet 
now, opportunities of a life-
time have been compromised 
with the draft now limited to 
five rounds.
 What's more, those draft 
eligible who are not picked 
but would like to sign as 
undrafted free agents will 
be limited to a maximum of 
$20,000 for inking with a 
team.
 The San Jacinto College 
trio and many of their 2020 
teammates have options. 

SJC players hope a shortened 
MLB draft doesn't prove costly

Birdsell and Parker are not 
seen as top five round MLB 
picks for 2020, but Birdsell 
can go pitch his junior season 
collegiately at Texas Tech. 
Parker, likewise, has signed 
with the University of Ken-
tucky.
 Little, on the other hand, 
might not be affected by the 
MLB draft being trimmed to 
five rounds.
 Poised with an MLB-

ready frame as well as a 
100-mile-per-hour fastball, 
Little, who has signed colle-
giately with South Carolina, 
has recently been rated as a 
top-100 prospect.
 The Houston Astros, 
who lost their first- and sec-
ond-round draft choices for 
2020 due to the sign-stealing 
scandal, could very well take 
a flier on Little in the third 
round if, say, he lasts that 

 Clear Creek ISD high 
school graduate and former 
longtime assistant in the 
district Warren Brooks is the 
new varsity girls' basketball 
head coach at Clear Brook 
High School.
 Brooks, who previously 
spent time at Clear Creek 
(2019-2020) and Clear Falls 
(eight seasons), is a Clear 
Creek High School grad-
uate who is now in charge 
of reviving a Lady Wolver-
ines' program that is in the 
midst of a five-year playoff 
drought.

Brooks named Lady 
Wolverines’ hoops coach

 In the two years previous 
under Brandon Hudson, the 
Lady Wolverines were 4-20 
at the varsity level in Dis-
trict 22-6A, and top player 
Veyda Lake is set to gradu-
ate.
 The Clear Brook varsity 
girls' basketball head job 
has also lacked staying pow-
er, with the previous three 
head coaches staying on two 
years or fewer. Clearly, the 
hope is that Brooks is the 
long term answer.
 Clear Springs has ruled 
22-6A for what now seems 

like forever. Clear Falls also 
is solid year-to-year, but 
there would seem to be an 
opening for the Lady Wol-
verines to return to better 
times. 
 Brooks is the chosen 
coach to lead them there.

Clear Brook High School varsity baseball player 
Owen Kiszka has been awarded a TASO Houston 
Baseball Umpires Association Foundation scholar-
ship award for 2020-2021. This year’s honorees will 
share a scholarship funding pool of $40,000 for their 
future academic needs.

Brook’s Kiszka 
earns TASO honor

Dobie High School
2020 Varsity Football

Date  Opponent  Time
Aug. 14 at Galveston Ball scrimm. TBA
Aug. 21  at Clear Springs scrimm. 7 p.m.
Aug. 28 Alief Elsik 7 p.m.
Sept. 3 at Bellaire (Butler) 7 p.m.
Sept. 10 Friendswood 7 p.m.
Sept.18 at Dickinson 7 p.m.
Sept. 25 *at Channelview 7 p.m.
Oct. 9 *Pasadena (HC) 7 p.m.
Oct. 16 *at Deer Park 7 p.m.
Oct. 23 *Memorial 7 p.m.
Oct. 29 *Rayburn 6 p.m.
Nov. 5 *South Houston 6 p.m.

* District 22-6A games

(HC) Homecoming

Home games at 

Pasadena ISD Veterans Stadium

Clear Brook High School
2020 Varsity Football

Date  Opponent  Time
Aug. 14  Hightower scrimm.  6 p.m.
Aug. 21  Dawson scrimm.  6 p.m.
Aug. 28  at Texas City  7 p.m.
Sept. 4  at Friendswood  7 p.m.
Sept. 11  La Porte (V)  7 p.m.
Sept. 18  Fulshear (C) (HC)  7 p.m.
Sept. 25  *at Clear Lake (C)  7 p.m.
Oct. 2  *Clear Falls (V)  7 p.m.
Oct. 9  *at Clear Creek (V)  7 p.m.
Oct. 17  *Brazoswood (V)  1 p.m.
Oct. 23 *at Dickinson 7 p.m.
Nov. 6 *Clear Springs 7 p.m.

* District 24-6A games

(V) CCISD Veterans Stadium

(C) CCISD Challenger Stadium

(HC) Homecoming 

in both 2018 and 2019.
 Clear Brook's Towels was 
the defensive coordinator at 
Duncanville before coming 
to Brook. Duncanville was 
a 6A Division I state finalist 
the past two seasons, falling 
to North Shore in champi-
onship games.

long.
 Regardless, it would seem 
MLB teams now have much 
of the leverage heading into 
the draft while amateur play-
ers, more than one might 
think, will miss out on the 
dream of a lifetime.
 And the same situation 
could play out in 2021 as 
MLB owners will again have 
the option of limiting the 
draft to as few as five rounds.

 Believe it or not, there are 
news brief items to report 
from the South Belt area as it 
stretches into eight weeks or 
so with no live action.
 While there is no possible 
start date forthcoming, the 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little 
League on May 11 stated via 
Facebook that it will welcome 
additional word from Gov. 
Gregg Abbott as to Phase I 
return policies (presumably 
May 18) before making any 
decisions regarding a possible 
start to the 2020 SBHLL sea-
son.
 But the league  will also 
have to wait for officials to 
effectively "open" El Franco 
Lee Park for play, which may 
be another issue entirely.
 As the Leader has stated 
previously, the calendar might 
indeed become the final deter-
mining factor, meaning there 
might just not be enough days 
remaining to consider a start-
up before it's time to move 
on, i.e., youth football and the 
like.
 Details involving registra-
tion fees, fundraising costs, 
etc., may have to be ad-
dressed, but league officials 
are not at that point yet.
 National tournaments have 
already been canceled, and 
there is a real possibility that 
the SBHLL season will not 
begin at all, yet league offi-
cials are asking for patience 
as the various issues and 
concerns are addressed in the 
coming days and weeks.
 Likewise, Bay Area Foot-
ball League officials hope 
they do not have similar de-
cisions to make as local pro-
grams such as the Sagemont 
Cowboys and South Belt Dol-
phins look ahead.
 Preseason workouts typi-
cally do not start until the lat-
ter portion of July, but with all  
the factors that could involve 
a safe return to gathering, time 
may seem like it is speeding 
up.
 While the Rising Stars 
Track Club 2020 season will 
also not start, team founder 
and head coach Ivory Kimble 
has confirmed to the Leader 
that he will return for 2021 
and possibly beyond.
 The Rising Stars have sea-
sonally sent numerous stand-
out athletes to Amateur Ath-
letic Union nationals, but that 
won't happen this summer.

Sports news, announcements trickle in
 That said, Kimble said 
he will be back out at Dobie 
High School in 2021 leading 
the next wave of stars.
 Dobie football player Ste-
ven Trevino announced via 

Twitter that he will join the 
Howard Payne University 
program this fall. HPU has 
also welcomed 2020 Luther-
an South Academy graduate 
Mark Zamarripa.

 Dobie varsity tennis 
coach Manuel Moreno Jr. 
has announced that Julia Bui, 
Hayden Lazo, Lael Martinez 
and Megan Rodriguez will be 
team captains for the 2020-
2021 season.
 All four played key roles 
for the Longhorns as they fin-
ished second and advanced to 
the area playoff round during 
this year's team tennis sea-
son.
 Dobie is tentatively set to 
begin preseason workouts the 
latter part of July.

JFD names 
captains

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

 NASA • 281-557-3500  1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45
League City • 281-334-2175  2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Limited Seating 
Starting Friday

Order Online @
www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Curbside pickup available. 
Margaritas available with food orders!



LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words 
- $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician, Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 6-18

SERVICES
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.’s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 5-22

RVM PAINTING & 
REMODELING. Painting 
interior/exterior, wood 
fences, pressure wash-
ing, clean gutters and 
wash windows. Com-
mercial/Residential. Free 
Estimates. 832-406-0183 
www.rvmpainting.com  
 5-14
Houses, driveways, side-
walks, boats, etc. 
PRESSURE WASHING. 
All your exterior cleaning 
needs. Free estimates. 
Call 832-425-9404. 5-14

HELP WANTED

LAWN & GARDEN

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words 
- $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.

281-481-5656

CALENDAR
computer, services may be accessed by calling (+1)-571-
317-3122. For members who wish to download a copy of the 
prayer book for the online service, visit https://www.shaarha
shalom.org/prayer-book-for-online-service.html.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 713-
661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 16
7:30 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.

9:30 a.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom –Due to the current health 
situation, all in-person synagogue events are canceled. The 
synagogue is closed until further notice. All services will be 
performed online. Join the Friday night service at 7 p.m. or 
the Saturday Shabbat at 9:30 a.m. service on a computer, 
tablet or smartphone by using the GoToMeeting app and 
accessing the link https://www.gotomeet.me/cshonline with 
the access code 471-821-285. For those who don’t have a 
computer, services may be accessed by calling (+1)-571-
317-3122. For members who wish to download a copy of the 
prayer book for the online service, visit https://www.shaarha
shalom.org/prayer-book-for-online-service.html.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For women 
affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell 
Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – CrossRoads UMC meets 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m. Visit 
https://aahouston.org/meetings/ for details or call 281-484-
9243.

SUNDAY, MAY 17
5:30 p.m.

Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program. 
Currently the group is not meeting in-person, but will resume 
meetings when Life Church campus opens up. For more 
information, call 713-419-2635.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243. Call 
713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/ 
for meetings.

MONDAY, MAY 18
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 - 11 a.m. Although there 

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meetings/imper
fect-nooners/ For additional information, call 713-686-6300.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #1530 meets at the 
Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., For 
details, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 22930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 
713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meetings/imper
fect-nooners/. For additional information, call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, call 
713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 281-286-
2525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic violence 
or sexual abuse support for women who need help. For addi-
tional information visit www.bayareaturningpoint.org.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. For additional information, call 281-484-
9243.

THURSDAY, MAY 21
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/ for additional 
information.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meetings/imper
fect-nooners/. For information, call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For additional 
information, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

are no in-person meetings, visit http://www.houstonalanon.
org/meetings.html for an electronic meeting or call 409-454-
5720 for details, or  drop in.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 
1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship 
Hall in back of church. Call 409-454-5720 for additional infor-
mation, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meetings/imper
fect-nooners/. For details, call 713-686-6300.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222 
Fuqua. Come, improve crossword playing skills. Call 281-
488-2923 for details.

6:30 p.m.
Toastmasters – The Young Professionals Southeast 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 has gone virtual! Meeting is 
Mondays, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., at the website, https://youngpro
fessionalstoastmasters.com/. Young Professionals SE 
Toastmasters Club is committed to its member’s safety 
during this National Emergency and will conduct virtual 
meetings every Monday (except holidays), effective 
3/16/2020, to ensure its members continue their journey to 
becoming confi dent communicators and leaders. To be a 
guest at the virtual meeting, select the “contact us” button on 
our home page menu (www.youngprofessionalstoastmas
ters.com) to obtain access to our virtual meeting platform. 
For information, call Karen Nunn at 832-722-9061 or Carolyn 
Carmichael at 832-372-3565.

7 p.m.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – gives coping skills 
in a non-threatening environment to adults who have lost a 
loved one to suicide. For additional information email 
LynneAnnH@yahoo.com or visit www.crisishotline.org or 
call 832-416-1177.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For additional 
information, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s 12 Step 
Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 7:30 p.m. in the Education 
Bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., For details, call Jesse at 832-725-
8479 or Rita at 281-309-2801.

TUESDAY, MAY 19
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.

Due to the current public health situation, it is advisable 
to verify if meetings are still being held prior to attend-
ing. Since Gov. Greg Abbott has initiated Strike Force for 
the reopening of Texas some groups have resumed their 
meetings.
For Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in the area, visit 
https://aahouston.org/meetings.

THURSDAY, MAY 14
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.

7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Virtual meeting Thursday, 7:30 a.m., 
online on Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81372891968. 
Meeting ID: 813 7289 1968. Details are on Pearland Chamber 
of Commerce website under the calendar tab.

11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network – American Business 
Women’s Association-South will have a virtual meeting 
Thursday, May 14, welcoming Joanne Ericksen, an experi-
enced attorney, for a presentation on Employee Law. All 
attendees must preregister. RSVP at https://www.facebook.
comevents/849023302250286 and the Zoom address is 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqf-uorz8uGd-
cdqLqySQFW9CB5-Q3iEnm_ After registering, a confi rma-
tion email for joining the meeting will be sent. Visit www.
seen-abwa.org.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, 
noon, meets online at https://aahouston.org/meet
ings/imperfect-nooners/. For details, call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For additional 
information, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

FRIDAY, MAY 15
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 713-686-6300 
(24/7) or visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.

7 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom –Due to the current health 
situation, all in-person synagogue events are canceled. The 
synagogue is closed until further notice. All services will be 
performed online. Join the Friday night service at 7 p.m. or 
the Saturday Shabbat at 9:30 a.m. service on a computer, 
tablet or smartphone by using the GoToMeeting app and 
accessing the link https://www.gotomeet.me/cshonline with 
the access code 471-821-285. For those who don’t have a 
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Southeast VFD needs you!
We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS 
Department. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving 
record check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 
7PM at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very 
limited training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon 
acceptance. If you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, 
Forest Service, Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You 
can visit our website:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an 
application package and see some of the activities that we participate in year-
ly.  Please come to one of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and 
join us in this very important and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and 
needed part of our growing community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  
Your community needs you!  

VOLUNTEERS 
SOUGHT

Call the
Leader 

Advertisers 
for your 

Lawn 
& Garden 

needs!
11555 

Beamer Road
281-481-5656

Looking 
to sell 

or lease 
your home?

Let us
help you!

Place an 
ad in the 

South 
Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's 
weekly 

Real Estate 
section!
11555 

Beamer 
281-

481-5656

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $21
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX  77089

After Hours:  Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

South Belt-Ellington Leader

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

  • STAY HOME
  • WASH YOUR
    HANDS and 
  • PRACTICE 
    SOCIAL 
    DISTANCING

REMEMBER

“Stay safe and well!” 
 –South Belt Leader staff

Advertise
In The

Leader
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Local schools pick top PISD teachers for 2019-2020 year

Atkinson Elementary’s Teacher of the Year 
is Andrea Luna. Luna is a special services 
teacher focusing on students with dyslexia. 

Burnett Elementary’s Teacher of the Year 
is Kateri Angel. Angel teaches the PPCD 
program. 

Burnett’s Elementary’s New Teacher of the 
Year is Katie Grimm, an ABLE II teacher.

Bush Elementary’s Teacher of the Year 
is Peggy Watts. Watts is a physical edu-
cation teacher.

Bush Elementary’s New Teacher of the 
Year is Bobbye Gree. Gree is a kinder-
garten teacher. 

Frazier Elementary’s New Teacher of 
the Year is Michelle Huitron, a pre-K 
teacher. 

Jessup Elementary’s Teacher of the 
Year is Klelya Dimas. Dimas serves 
as a bilingual kindergarten teacher. 
She is described by her colleagues 
as an outstanding teacher and hu-
man being who is willing to go the 
extra mile for her students and 
their families. 

Meador Elementary’s Teacher of 
the Year is Connie Daumas. Daumas 
serves as a math peer facilitator. 

Moore Elementary’s Teacher of 
the Year is Paty Valdez, a SUC-
CESS teacher. Those that know 
Valdez describe her as a dedicated 
and patient educator, who makes 
sure that her students are included 
in the school community. 

South Belt Elementary’s Teach-
er of the Year is Lesly Cooper, a 
kindergarten teacher.

South Belt’s New Teacher of the 
Year is Madelyn Maxwell. Max-
well teaches second grade and is 
dependable in providing support 
for new and veteran teachers. 

Frazier Elementary’s Teacher of the Year is 
Adriana Cortez, a second-grade bilingual 
teacher.

South Houston Elementary’s Teacher of the 
Year is Diana Lee, an accelerated learning 
teacher. 

South Houston’s New Teacher of the Year 
is Tatiana Soliz, a kindergarten teacher. 

Stuchbery Elementary’s Teach-
er of the Year is Tiffany Steele, a 
fi rst-grade teacher.

Melillo Middle School’s Teacher 
of the Year is Gabrielle Creagh, a 
sixth-grade social studies teacher. 
Her colleagues describe her as a 
positive force in the classroom, who 
not only works to meet the academ-
ic needs of her students, but also 
their social-emotional needs. 

Lomax Middle School’s Teacher 
of the Year is Edith Gonzalez, a 
fi fth-grade science teacher. Gon-
zalez has a passion for teaching 
and a mastery of her discipline.

Lomax’s New Teacher of the 
Year is Mary Purvis, a sixth-
grade English and language arts 
teacher. Purvis is described as 
an effi cient professional, who 
provides a warm and welcoming 
classroom for her students. 

Morris Middle School’s Teacher of 
the Year is Aimee Reeves who is a 
math teacher, specializing in inter-
vention.

Morris Middle School’s New 
Teacher of the Year is Martha 
Japalucci, a fi fth-grade teacher. 

Roberts Middle School’s Teacher of the 
Year is Ashlie Haas, a sixth-grade math 
teacher in the Connect program. Haas 
is described as having a love for teach-
ing by her colleagues and is committed 
to the success of Roberts Middle School. 

Fifth-grade science teach-
er Allie Johnson is Roberts 
Middle School’s New Teach-
er of the Year. Johnson is de-
scribed as a calming presence 
in the classroom, who is fo-
cused on putting the needs of 
her students fi rst. 

Beverly Hills Intermediate’s 
Teacher of the Year is Melissa 
Bolgiano, an eighth-grade ELAR 
(English Language Arts and Read-
ing) teacher. Bolgiano is a tireless 
advocate for her students and their 
success is her fi rst priority. 

Thompson Intermediate’s Teacher of 
the Year is Susie Haas, a science teacher. 
Haas has served at Thompson Intermedi-
ate for 33 years and is the head of the sci-
ence department. Her colleagues describe 
her as a leader and a problem solver and 
as someone who focuses on making learn-
ing fun. 

Thompson’s New Teacher of 
the Year is Jose Lozano, an 
English and language arts 
teacher. Lozano is described 
as someone who creates en-
gaging lessons to keep even 
the most reluctant learners 
interested and builds relation-
ships of mutual respect with 
his students. 

South Houston Intermediate’s 
Teacher of the Year is Gia Spriggs, a 
seventh-grade science teacher in the 
Connect program. 

Dobie High School’s Teacher of the 
Year is Linu John, a CTE instructor. 
After serving as an oncology nurse, 
John became a CTE instructor at 
Dobie, helping to create curriculum. 
She always has a positive attitude 
and is willing to help others. 

Dobie9’s Teacher of the Year is 
Amanda Noyes, an ESL teacher. 
Noyes is known as a team player, who 
creates innovative lesson plans using 
new technology. 

Pasadena Memorial High School’s 
Teacher of the Year is Cesar Cano, a 
CTE instructor who is described by 
his colleagues as a master in his fi eld.

Memorial High School’s New Teach-
er of the Year is Haylee Williams, a 
math teacher. Williams focuses on 
creating fun lessons to keep her stu-
dents engaged. 

CTHS’s Teacher of the Year is David 
Gutierrez, a welding instructor. Guti-
errez, a PISD alum, creates a class-
room environment for his students 
that focuses on professionalism and 
safety. Prior to receiving this award, 
Gutierrez was named the Career and 
Technical Association of Texas’s Out-
standing Teacher of the Year. 

Dr. Kirk Lewis Career & Technical 
High School’s New Teacher of the 
Year is Travis Johnson, a business in-
structor. Johnson, a former business 
leader, creates meaningful lesson 
plans for his students and is an inno-
vator in his fi eld.

South Houston High School’s Teacher 
of the Year is Michael Oseguera, a math 
and computer science teacher. Oseguera 
works diligently to help his struggling 
students overcome any fear of mathe-
matics, while keeping them interested in 
their lessons. He is a mentor to his stu-
dents and is always willing to go above 
and beyond for them. 

South Houston High School’s 
New Teacher of the Year is 
Ann Roach, a special education 
teacher. Roach is described by 
her colleagues as an enthusias-
tic leader with a caring dispo-
sition. She works with students 
in the OMEGA program help-
ing them learn important life 
and social skills.



A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Advertise

in the

Leader!

281-481-5656

Looking to 
improve your 
yard the easy 
way. See our 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
on  page 4

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

A/C & Appliance Repair
 • Former Sear’s Technician
 • Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

 

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

CARPENTER
  SHEETROCK    CARPENTRY REPAIRS

  DOORS    PAINTING    FLOORS
  ROTTEN WOOD    ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-816-4099

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

It’s not to soon! Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available
TACLB002755C

*Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba

Need Help 
     Finding Your 
     Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

281-481-5656
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HOME SERVICES
Fencing, Doors, House Painting 

& Handyman Services
No Job too Small Justin 785-614-4945 

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

76 Dobie Grad
9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
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Sewer  •  Water Heaters 
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$50 OFF

After Hours Plumbing Service

Any Service 
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GULF TEX REMODELING
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Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯



Remember When
40 years ago ( 1980)

 Dr. C. Lee Meyer, superin-
tendent of Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District, vowed 
to fi ght federal intervention 
aimed at forcing the district 
to become a part of an inte-
gration plan for Houston ISD.
 Members of the Sagemont  
Civic Club spearheaded a 
drive to get more than 50 
percent of Sagemont home-
owners/residents to sign a 
petition calling for a new 
election of committeemen for 
the Sagemont Maintenance 
Committee.
 At a fl ood meeting attend-
ed by more than 200 South 
Belt residents, Harris Coun-
ty Commissioner Tom Bass 
admitted that lack of funds 
and increased development 
were a few of the problems 
which make an easy solution 
to fl ooding impossible, al-
though plans exist to improve 
area drainage to avoid future 
fl ooding.

35 years ago ( 1985)
 The Sagemont Mainte-
nance Committee gave Harris 
County Precinct 1 Commis-
sioner El Franco Lee a check 
for $12,000 to help pay for a 
jogging trail and playground 
equipment for Sagemeadow 
Park.
 The South Belt Leader 
obtained copies of correspon-
dence between the Pasadena 
Independent School District 
board and former Superinten-
dent C. Lee Meyer disclosing 
the board asked Meyer on 
Sept. 12 to resign and gave 
him until February to an-
nounce his resignation.
 Administrators from Clear 
Creek ISD asked the board 
to authorize an architect to 
design plans for a new high 
school west of the Gulf Free-
way on FM 2351.
 The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency informed South-
bend homeowners that a clean-
up study of Brio had begun.
 Green Tee Terrace subdi-
vision lost a bid to deannex 
from Clear Creek ISD in Gal-
veston court, but an appeal 
was already planned.

30 years ago (1990)
 ABC’s television show 
20/20 featured area resident 
Irene Mansfi eld and her fi ght 
with the owners of Hill Sand 
Company concerning the al-
leged dumping of chemicals 
on company property.
 “Agencies involved with 
Brio should break out the 
drawing board and reinves-
tigate several key elements 
involving contamination be-
cause they missed them the 
fi rst time,” said U.S. Rep. 
Chet Brooks.
 In a rare Houston situa-
tion, road construction on 
I-45 from College south to 
Almeda-Genoa was running 
a year ahead of schedule, 
but work toward Dixie Farm 
Road hit another snag.

 Even though real estate 
companies were still selling 
homes in Southbend, some 
mortgage companies offered 
little resistance to people who 
quit paying their loans in or-
der to move away from Brio.

25 years ago (1995)
 Dobiemania swept the 
South Belt after the J. Frank 
Dobie girls softball team won 
its second state title in three 
years.
 San Jacinto Kids College 
and local recreation centers 
announced separate YMCA 
summer programs for South 
Belters.
 San Jacinto College re-
gents selected former Hous-
ton Community College 
chancellor J. B. Whitely as its 
interim chancellor.
 Stuchbery Elementary 
fi rst-grade teacher Gayle An-
derson retired after 33 years 
of teaching; 28 of those years 
were at Stuchbery.

20 years ago (2000)
 NASA’s KC-135 micro-
gravity research aircraft, 
affectionately known as the 
Vomit Comet, retired and was 
permanently placed at Elling-
ton Field.
 James Clay Gillis, 46, for-
mer Dobie varsity football 
coach, died in a Hobby Air-
port crash.
 Jeanie Jones, third-grade 
teacher at Meador Elemen-
tary, colored her hair orange 
and green due to a promise to 
her students. If all of her stu-
dents passed the TAAS she 
would color her hair – and 
they all passed.

15 years ago (2005)
 South Belters were disap-
pointed to learn the 147th Air 
National Guard was on the 
Base Realignment and Clo-
sure list for possible closure 
or downsizing.
 Two Meador Elementa-
ry teachers, Linda Boyd and 
Jeanie Jones, retired. Togeth-
er, they had taught more than 
70 years at Meador.
 Weber Elementary sec-
ond-graders had chicks hatch 
from eggs they incubated in 
their classrooms for 21 days.

10 years ago (2010)
 Charges were fi led against 
a suspect arrested in a fatal 
traffi c accident in the 300 
block of Genoa Red Bluff. 
The suspect, Reyes Reyna, 
55, was charged with intox-

ication manslaughter. Po-
lice said the victim, Joseph 
William Socie, 41, of Gulf 
Palms, was driving a Harley 
Davidson motorcycle west 
on Genoa Red Bluff and was 
crossing Allen Genoa, when 
Reyna, driving east on Genoa 
Red Bluff in a pickup, turned 
left and struck him.
 A second-grade Stuchbery 
student returned to school 
after being struck by a car 
while leaving the campus. 
The 7-year-old student was 
crossing the street with his 
parent after school at a non-
designated crosswalk when 
he was hit by the automobile 
on Hughes Road in front of 
Sagemont Church. The child 
suffered minor injuries and 
was taken to Memorial 
Hermann Southeast Hospital, 
where he was treated and 
released. The driver of the car 
was ticketed by police for 
failure to control speed.
 Police arrested two sus-
pects in connection with a 
fatal drive-by shooting in the 
11000 block of Sagevalley. 
Former Dobie student Favian 
Ramirez, 20, was shot in the 
neck during the incident. He 
was taken to Ben Taub 
General Hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead. 
Following the shooting, 
police located the suspects’ 
vehicle, and a chase ensued. 
The pursuit ended, however, 
when the suspects’ car 
crashed into a fence on the 
Gulf Freeway feeder road 
near Nyack. Suspects 

Raymond Preston Moreno, 
18, and David Chavez, 21, 
were arrested and charged 
with murder.

5 years ago (2015)
 A South Belt resident was 
killed in a drive-by shooting 
at his house in the 12000 
block of Ryewater near As-
toria on May 15. Clay Wil-
son, 35, was standing in his 
driveway when two vehi-
cles pulled up in front of 
the house, and people inside 
the cars opened fire. Wilson 
was struck several times in 
the head and chest. Wilson 
was transported to Memorial 
Hermann Southeast Hospital, 
where he later died. No im-
mediate arrests were made.
 Sagemeadow resident 
Charles Jordan was recog-
nized by the Carnegie Hero 
Fund Commission for his 
heroism. Jordan was hon-
ored for his selfl ess actions 
that likely saved the life of 
dog-attack victim Monica 
Garza in March 2014.

1 year ago (2019)
 Extreme storms pounded 
the South Belt community 
Thursday, May 9, causing 
widespread flooding and 
power outages. According 
to Harris County officials, 
the rain gauge at the Beam-
er ditch Hughes Road re-
corded 4.72 inches of rain-
fall over a 24-hour period. 
The precipitation came 
just two days after another 
storm dumped 3.4 inches 
of rain at the same gauge 
Tuesday, May 7.
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Over The Back Fence by Alexis

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, PAWPAW!
 Ted Heinrich of Sagemeadow marked his 
78th birthday Thursday, May 7. Congratula-
tions and best wishes are sent to him from 
his wife Linda Heinrich; son Carl Heinrich 
and his wife Martha Heinrich and their chil-
dren Carl Heinrich IV, Drayton Heinrich, 
Meadaux Heinrich and Easton Heinrich; 
his daughter Piper Heinrich and grand-
daughter Parker Sais, who all say, “We love 
you!”

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, COURTNEY
 Courtney Durham celebrates a happy 
birthday Monday, May 20. Best wishes are 
sent to her from husband Chris and children 
Abigail, Jackson Durham and Penelope; 
parents Fred and Leslie Flickinger; sis-
ter Kimberly; uncle David (Leader presi-
dent) and his wife Ellie Flickinger; grand-
mother Olive Falkowski; grandfather John 
Fairchild; grandparents Marie (Leader pub-
lisher) and David Flickinger; and friends 
and the Leader staff.

JACKSON TURNS 4!
 Best wishes for a happy fourth birthday 
May 21 are sent to Jackson Durham from 
parents Courtney and Chris Durham, sis-
ter Abigail and baby sister Penelope; aunt 
Kimberly Flickinger; grandparents Fred 
and Leslie Flickinger; great-grandmother 
Olive Falkowski; great-grandfather John 
Fairchild; great-grandparents Marie and 
David Flickinger; and great-uncle David 
Flickinger (Leader president) and his wife 
Ellie.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff mem-
bers of the Pasadena Independent School 
District celebrate birthdays May 14 through 
May 20, 2020.

to Jamika Lasker. Celebrating a birthday 
May 16 is Anne Berry. Send a happy birth-
day greeting May 18 to Heather Anders. The 
day for a party for Daniel Jacobs is May 19.

Dobie High
  A celebration is in order May 15 for Cathy 
Barnett and Melissa Rios-Gutierrez. On 
May 16, blow out the candles on a dou-
ble-layer cake  for Leisha Lewis and Maria 
Romero. Happy birthday greetings are sent 
to Tyler Ruberg May 18.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends birthday wishes to 
friends. For those wanting a birthday men-
tioned in this section, email mynews@south-
beltleader.com with “OTBF: Friends Celebrate 
Birthdays” in the subject line by Friday noon 
for the next week’s publication.
 Thursday,  May 14: Chris Escalera, and 
Bianca Perez; Friday, May 15: Melissa Rios-
Gutierrez and Roland Lejeune; Saturday, 
May 16: Anthony Swilley, Alan Adams, 
Keith Walker, Kenny Napper and Allyson 
McMillen; Sunday, May 17: Becky Henry, 
Roland Kennedy, Gina Houghton and 
Jessica Nixon; Monday, May 18: Melody 
Tanner, Brian Conn, Sheila  Neal, Jessica 
Ramirez De La  Cruz, Alondra  Cristina and 
Rachel Mooney; Tuesday, May 19: Melanie 
Martin, Tanya Williams, Jonathan Pearson, 
Robby Asbury, Leah Poirrer, and Laura 
Scott; and Wednesday, May 20: Norma 
Pruneda, Joey Martinez, Mike Freeman, 
Juan Cruz, Tami Richardson, Kathy Swift 
and Al Carter.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

Atkinson Elementary
 Rommel Garcia celebrates a birthday 
May 14.

Burnett Elementary
 The day for a birthday gift for Sheri 
Rodgers is May 16.

Bush Elementary
 Send a birthday card May 17 to Sandra 
Garza.

Frazier Elementary
 Break out the cake and ice cream May 
18 for Susan Blue. Irma Garza celebrates 
a special birthday May 19.

Genoa Elementary
 Join in the double-fun celebration May 14 
with Lauren Davis and Tiffany Bennett, 
Genoa principal. Sing a chorus of a happy 
birthday song May 15 to Meshia Horn. Best 
wishes for a great birthday May 16 are sent 
to Katie Dunagan.

Meador Elementary
 Marking a birthday May 20 is Gloria Ser-
rato.

South Belt Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Madelyn 
Maxwell May 18.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Send a special birthday greeting May 14 
to Krystal Lam. Break out the balloons and 
party favors for a happy birthday May 15 for 
Rosanna Ibarra.

Melillo Middle School
 May 14 is the day for a celebration for 
Tara Clark.  

Roberts Middle School
 Light the candles on a double-layer cake 
May 20 for Denise Gourley and Charlya 
Silver.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Sing a chorus of a birthday song May 15 

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

Groom & Board

281-484-9655

Exceptional Grooming at Common
Sense Prices

Tues.-Sat.
7am-6pm

BFBGrooming.com

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

Congratulations to Aaron and Ashley Giles on the  
birth of their second son Jace Walter born Nov. 26 
at Texas Children’s Hospital. Jace was welcomed by 
his brother Jaxson. His paternal grandparents Tra-
cy and Jim Giles live in Kirkwood South. His mater-
nal grandparents Carrie and Steve Hildreth live in 
Pearland. Great-grandparents are Bobby and Ken-
neth Griffin, formerly of Sagemeadow.

Gileses welcome baby

Continued from Page 1
Prevention

 A total of 10 outreach teams 
distribute vital information and 
supplies to the unsheltered 
population while screening 
those on the streets for symp-
toms. Along with the county 
and the Houston Downtown 
Management District, the city 
has placed more than 20 hand-
washing stations in the areas 
with the highest concentrations 
of homeless individuals.
 The city has distributed the 
following to homeless agen-
cies and homeless individuals:
 – More than 8,800 face 
masks.
 – 6,500 bottles of hand san-

itizer.
 – 15,000 antiseptic wipes.
 The Fonde Recreation Cen-
ter has been repurposed into an 
ancillary shelter, enabling the 
largest shelters to decompress 
and fully implement social dis-
tancing. The Salvation Army 
created intake and screening 
processes, assembled supplies 
and food services, and devised 
the operational and logistical 
plans to make this facility a 
reality. “We are grateful to be 
trusted with the task of pro-
viding a home for those expe-
riencing homelessness during 
the COVID-19 crisis, and we 
stand ready to support our 
government partners and city 

offi cials however we possi-
bly can,” said Maj. Zach Bell, 
area commander of The Salva-
tion Army of Greater Houston. 
“While we will continue to op-
erate the temporary emergency 
shelter as long as needed, our 
ultimate goal is to provide a 
permanent housing option to 
every resident we serve at the 
facility.”

Emergency Response
 The city and county have 
launched the Homeless Test-
ing Program to ensure that all 
homeless individuals have ac-
cess to testing. 
 Homeless agencies, shel-
ters, outreach teams and even 
homeless individuals them-

selves can call the Homeless 
Testing hotline at 713-286-
6047 where they are quickly 
assessed and provided with 
transportation to the Homeless 
Testing site by specialized Yel-
low Cabs through a partnership 
with METRO and operated 
by Healthcare for the Home-
less-Houston.

Recovery
 Until test results come 
back, or in the case a home-
less individual is positive, 
they need a place to stay and 
medically recover. The joint 
city and county quarantine 
and isolation facility provides 
shelter, food and medical care 
to enable individuals without 

a home to self-quarantine and 
isolate as needed. Individuals 
are referred through the Home-
less Testing Program or direct-
ly from hospitals.
 “The three-prong action 
plan is operating now,” said 
Turner. “This is just the begin-
ning to make sure our home-
less and other underserved 
communities are not forgotten 
and remain a top priority for 
my administration.”
 Marc Eichenbaum, spe-
cial assistant to the mayor for 
homeless initiatives, is thank-
ful for the help of partners in 
the program.
 “To help bring these efforts 
to fruition, we have depended 
on the Coalition for the Home-
less, which has helped us plan, 
mobilize and coordinate the 
100 local agencies that make 
up our region’s homeless re-
sponse system during this time 
of need,” said Eichenbaum.
 Michael C. Nichols, pres-
ident and CEO of Coalition 
for the Homeless said he was 
grateful for the city’s cooper-
ation. “As lead agency to The 
Way Home, the Coalition has 
been proud to support them,” 
said Nichols. “We are distrib-
uting thousands of pieces of 
equipment and supplies, shar-
ing guidance on how to remain 
open while limiting the spread 
of the disease and helping to 
stand up access to testing and 
care for those in our region ex-
periencing homelessness.”

UHCL offers virtual workshops
 Career Services is offer-
ing guidance through virtual 
workshops to students and 
alumni who are preparing re-
sumes, brushing up on inter-
view skills, and looking for 
ways to network for jobs.
 Additional workshops fo-
cus on resumes for business 
majors, job search tips, and 
maximizing a virtual em-
ployer-led interview.
 Chuck Crocker, director 

of Career Services at UHCL, 
said that dates for these and 
other workshops will be an-
nounced on Career Services’ 
Twitter and Instagram. 
 Students are strong-
ly advised to activate their 
Handshake/Jobs4Hawks ac-
count at www.uhcl.edu/ca
reer-services/jobs-hawks to 
fi nd more information about 
these and all other events 
posted. 

 For more information, 
email Chuck Crocker at 
crocker@hcl.edu.
 Additional information 
about a Friday Morning 
Continuing Education Vir-
tual Happy Hour, to be held 
May 15 at 4 p.m. featuring 
Jennifer Lehnert, who will 
be discussing art critiquing. 
 For more information, 
email Christine Paul at 
paul@uhcl.edu.

CLASP held virtually
 The Clear Lake Associ-
ation of Senior Programs is 
offering a virtual Zoom event 
Thursday, May 21, at 2 p.m. 
 The speaker for the pre-
sentation, titled “The Curios-
ity Rover: A Day and Life on 
Mars” is Allan Treiman, se-
nior staff scientist at the Lu-
nar and Planetary Institute at 
NASA. 
 The Curiosity Rover has 
been rolling across the hills 
inside Gale Crater on Mars 
for more than seven years. 
 Since landing, it has tra-

versed about 20 kilometers 
and is now on its way up a 
mountain in the center of the 
Gale. Treiman will present 
background about Mars and 
the Mars Science Laboratory 
mission, discuss daily opera-
tions, and the team’s successes 
toward Curiosity’s main goal – 
the search for evidence of hab-
itable environments on Mars. 
 For more information, 
visit www.uhcl.edu/academ
ics/extended/clasp or email 
Alexis Alexander at alexan
dera@uhcl.edu.

City of Houston develops COVID homeless plan

Continued from Page 1
 However, students are re-
silient. Edmundo Bravo is a 
third-grader at Atkinson El-
ementary. When asked about 
his thoughts on distance 
learning, Edmundo respond-
ed, “It’s fun. I like it. I like 
that I don’t have a schedule. 
I do miss going to the school 
because I like learning and 
getting knowledge with my 
friends and just having fun.”
 Rebecca Deleon, also a 
third-grader at Atkinson El-
ementary, expressed a sim-
ilar sentiment. She said, “I 
like distance learning be-
cause I have more time to eat 
breakfast. But, I do miss my 
teachers and working on the 
computers at school.”
 As usual, students make 
the most out of whatever situ-
ation they fi nd themselves in. 
 The parents of our stu-

dents have probably been 
affected the most. They sud-
denly had to take on the re-
sponsibility of guiding their 
students through virtual 
learning when, in some cas-
es, they have little knowl-
edge of virtual platforms and 
less regarding the teaching 
of the curriculum. Not only 
are parents dealing with the 
stressors of working and then 
coming home and trying to 
coordinate school work, they 
are also dealing with “stay at 
home” orders and fi nancial 
burdens.
 When asked about her 
feelings about virtual school, 
Zaira Bravo, the parent of 
both a second- and third-grad-
er at Atkinson Elementary, 
had this to say, “I like it be-
cause it is more convenient 
because there is no schedule. 
However, I don’t like it be-

cause the teachers are more 
trained, and I believe my stu-
dents aren’t getting the same 
education they would get 
at school. The teachers also 
have more patience than I 
do. Working 40 hours a week 
and then having to deal with 
school and a family is hard.”
 Though our parents love 
their students I am willing 
to bet when we go back to 
school there will be a long 
line to drop students off early 
the fi rst day back.
 I spend most of my days 
during this time talking to 
teachers. One thing I have 
learned is that teachers love 
going to the school build-
ing and doing what they are 
trained to do… teach. They 
want to use their expertise. 
They want to hear the pitter 
pat of feet in the classroom. 
They like the banter between 

students and miss the noise 
of a classroom. Like a per-
son that had lost vision tem-
porarily and then stood and 
looked at a beautiful view 
upon the return of their sight, 
our teachers will soak up 
the noises, smells and silli-
ness that sometimes comes 
with students when they en-
ter our building again. Like 
the students and parents, our 
teachers are stressed beyond 
explanation. As an academ-
ic coach, it often falls on me 
when teachers need to vent 
or need guidance. I have lis-
tened to teachers cuss, cry 
and comment. Yet, they keep 
their head down and put in 
the hours to educate our stu-
dents.
 Patricia Perez is a fourth-
grade teacher at Frazier El-
ementary. I asked her to 
summarize what it has been 

like to conduct virtual learn-
ing. She said, “Distance 
learning has been a learn-
ing curve for students and 
teachers. We have both been 
stressed and just trying to get 
through.” 
 When all is said and done, 
we need to understand that 
this has been a situation like 
none other in the history 
of modern-day education. 
Though our nation is stressed 
as a whole, you can be proud 
of the students, parents and 
educators in the Pasadena 
Independent School District. 
We should all appreciate each 
other more when we get back 
to school from this extended 
Spring Break. I, for one, can-
not wait to walk back into my 
school building in August to 
hear little voices and to watch 
parents happily drive away to 
let us do our work.

Distance learning through eyes of an educator
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 Parents may drive by par-
ticipating campuses to pick 
up a breakfast and lunch meal 
for each child who is pres-
ent in the vehicle. No meals 
will be available for parents 
or students walking up to the 
campus. Meals will be deliv-
ered to each vehicle. Parents 
are advised not to park. Each 
student will receive a break-
fast and a lunch at the time of 
pickup. A parent only needs to 
go through the line once. Each 
student will get two meals.
 There is no cost for these 
meals, and the program is 
open to any child under the 
age of 18, whether they are 
Pasadena ISD students or not. 
Local participating campuses 

include Dobie High School 
and Beverly Hills Intermedi-
ate.
 Meal distribution times are 
9 – 10:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
– 1 p.m., while supplies last.
 For additional information 
or a complete list of locations, 
visit www1.pasadenaisd.org.

Clear Creek ISD
 Clear Creek ISD has a 
similar program in place, but 
its allows students to receive 
multiple days worth of meals 
at a time. Walk-ups are also 
permitted, and no adults need 
be present. 
 Hours are between 11 a.m. 

and 1 p.m. at select schools 
(none in the immediate South 
Belt area).
 For additional informa-
tion and a list of participating 
campuses, visit https://ccisd.
net/news/2019-20_district_
news/drive_through_meals_
for_students.

Ellianah Mora of Riverstone Ranch celebrated her sec-
ond birthday with a car parade. Her family who joined 
in the celebration are shown, left to right, Michelle Perea, 

Mora celebrates 2nd birthday the COVID way

grandmother; Richard Perea, grandfather; Frank Mora, 
grandfather; Stachea Mora, mother; Ellianah Mora; and 
Paul Rincon, great-great-uncle. Photo by Marie Flickinger
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Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Rodney Ellis said. “His com-
passion and love for his work 
make him a tremendous asset 
for our team, including during 
times of emergencies such as 
fl oods and hurricanes. Person-
ally, I’ll miss his friendship 
and the fun bike rides we en-
joyed together.”
 Judy Springer, director of 
Finance, Budget and Tech-
nology, said Gay “knows the 
precinct like the back of his 
hand.”
 “His team thinks the world 
of him and will miss him dear-
ly,” said Springer, who once 
supervised Gay. “He has been 
great to learn from, work with, 
lunch with and ride the pre-
cinct with. He will be missed.”
 Over the years, Gay said, 
he has become familiar with 
most of the roads and the his-
tory of the problem areas.
 “So if there was a problem, 
I could recall what we did to 
solve that problem,” Gay said.
 In addition to road and 
bridge matters, Gay also 

serves a pivotal role on the 
precinct’s Incident Command 
Team that takes action to keep 
constituents as well as em-
ployees safe before and after 
disasters.
 During Hurricane Harvey, 
Gay led precinct workers that 
responded around the clock 
to emergency needs such as 
high-water rescues and sup-
ply deliveries. And they were 
there for similar roles during 
recent fl oods, Hurricane Ike 
and Tropical Storm Allison.
 “It was on-hand work,” 
Gay said of the precinct’s 
duties during Harvey. “We 
rescued people fl ooded in 
subdivisions. We were right in 
the middle of that, potentially 
saving lives.”
 In addition, he said, the 
emergency planning starts be-
fore storms arrive. He makes 
sure his crews fuel heavy ve-
hicles, remove loose debris in 
ditches and open all drains. 
Before heavy freezes, crews 
spread sand on bridges and 
overpasses to make all roads 
passable.

 For Gay, his road to the 
Emergency Management 
team and superintendent 
wasn’t exactly a super high-
way to the top. To the con-
trary, he started in the summer 
of 1975 as a general utility 
(now an operator 2), an en-
try-level position. He returned 
full time to the same position 
in February of that year and 
worked as a fl agman for drain-
age improvement crew in the 
summer and asphalt overlay in 
the winter months.
 About four years later, Gay 
became a master operator that 
allowed him to operate heavy 
equipment such as a Gradall. 
In 1992, he was promoted to 
regional manager of the Har-
dy Service Center, which 
Precinct 1 took over from Pre-
cinct 4 after redistricting. In 
1997, he again was promoted 
to Road and Bridge superin-
tendent.
 His knowledge of the roads 
is so strong that some constit-
uents call him directly when 
they encounter a problem.
 “They only want to speak 

to me,” Gay said. “One of 
them is at Fallbrook Church. 
The (executive) pastor (Olus 
R. Holder Jr.), whenever he 
calls, he only wants to speak 
with me.
 “The same happens with 
several other constituents. 
They know that I have the 
knowledge and pretty much 
know the problems in most 
cases.”
 Now, after more than four 
decades, it’s time for someone 
else to be the point person to 
help constituents and main-
tain area roads and bridges. 
For Gay, his time now will be 
spent mostly with his wife, 
Carla, and their two children, 
Eric and Dominique. He will 
also travel and – of course – 
ride his bike in La Porte, Gal-
veston and along other trails.
 “It’s time now (to retire),” 
Gay said. “Oh, yeah, I have no 
complaints. I’ve enjoyed it ev-
ery step of the way. I like be-
ing outside. I’m pretty sure I’ll 
miss it in the beginning. But I 
think it’s time to retire and do 
something else.”

Deotis Gay ending 45-year journey

Free meals for youth still available

Continued from Page 1 
to make sure these businesses 
have access to as many an-
swers as we can give them.”
 HSBLC is an extension of 
Virtual Legal Lab, a program 
previously created by OBO 

and V&E that allowed small 
business owners to visit OBO 
onsite to participate in one-on-
one virtual consultations with 
a licensed attorney. 
 With social distancing 
measures in place, HSBLC 
allows the no-contact contin-
uation of these legal consulta-
tions. “What started as Virtual 
Legal Lab with two entities 
now includes a larger network 
of law fi rms who are com-
mitted to assisting the small 
business community in these 
challenging times,” said Mar-
sha Murray, Offi ce of Busi-
ness Opportunity director. 
“With small businesses fac-
ing existential threats during 
this pandemic, we encourage 
those who need this service to 
reach out.”

 To learn more about the 
HSBLC program, visit www.
houstontx.gov/obo/free-le
gal-assistance.html.

Small business free COVID-19
legal advice now available
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HOUSTON, WE CAN

houstonmethodist.org  | #houstonwecan

CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY, CONTROL THE SPREAD,CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY, CONTROL THE SPREAD, 
SAVE LIVESSAVE LIVES

Houston is strong. When confronted with adversity, we band together and overcome. And though this 

coronavirus pandemic is unprecedented, we face it the same way — together. 

Houston Methodist would like to thank our employees, physicians, scientists and all health care workers 

who are committ ed to helping the community. Together we can make our city healthy and vibrant again.

Waugh celebrates birthday 

Stacey Waugh celebrated her 48th birthday this year at Gringo’s with friends fol-
lowed by cake and ice cream at Linda Botkin’s home. Shown are Linda Botkin, 
Waugh, Sandy Robb and Adela Gonzalez during this historic coronavirus year. 
This was their fi rst outing since the coronavirus pandemic and it will be remem-
bered for years to come. As a special surprise, Botkin’s son, Lance and his four 
children came by to wish Waugh a happy birthday. Stacy is a strong supporter of 
the Leader’s annual Christmas community program.

Cubos turns 21

Brittney Cubos celebrated her 21st birthday May 7. 
Her parents Erik and Claudia Cubos held a car pa-
rade for her in which her family and friends joined 
as well. Cubos is a 2017 graduate of Career Technical 
High School, attended San Jacinto College South and 
is now pursuing a Bachelor of Science at the Univer-
sity of Houston Clear Lake. She enjoyed her favorite 
red velvet cake and an Italian-themed dinner.

LAW OFFICE CLOSING

The Law Offi ce of

Milt Walker
will close on
May 29, 2020

Clients having legal matters handled by Milt

Walker are urged to CALL 281-481-0909 

to make arrangements to retrieve your fi le.

You may leave a message.

If you have any questions, please contact

Mary Walker at 281-481-0909.

Continued from Page 1
this signifi cance, it’s pathetic. 
Companies are involved with 
this that stand to make a tre-
mendous amount of money.”
 Precinct 2 Commission-
er Adrian Garcia, who was 
briefed on the matter, down-
played the issue.
 “Look, I got a briefi ng on 
what this looked like, and it 
was an entire conspiracy type 
meeting that lasted all of about 
maybe two minutes on wheth-
er there was a willingness to 
consider some reshaping, if 
you will, of the system,” Gar-
cia said. “And I said, ‘yeah, 
bring it back to me, and I’ll 

take a look at it and go from 
there.’ But at the end of the 
day, that doesn’t happen, no-
body stands to make money. 
It’s not secret. The staff has to 
have the capacity to work, and 
at the end of the day, it comes 
to Commissioners Court.”
 Garcia further compared 
the selective discussions to that 
of other commissioners prior 
to the construction of the new 
Beltway 8 toll bridge.
  “It can’t be any more se-
cret than when people came to-
gether to rebuild the toll bridge 
over the ship channel,” Garcia 
said. “A lot of people made a 
lot of money over that. I imag-

ine there were tons of meetings 
years ago, as to who was go-
ing to get what contract, how 
it was going to work out, who 
was going to do what part. So, 
it can’t be any more secret than 
that. But ultimately, that par-
ticular project came to Com-

missioners Court, and it was 
voted on. So, unless you have 
hard evidence Commissioner 
Radack, I take offense that you 
would openly try to insinuate 
that staff is working in secret 
and that you don’t know any-
thing about it. I think that’s just 

poor judgment.”
 Republican Commission-
er Jack Cagle, who represents 
Precinct 4, pressed Key, as to 
why he wasn’t also briefed on 
the matter.
 “Key, when do I get my 
two-minute briefi ng?” Cagle 
sternly asked. “I have a con-
cern, when at least one oth-
er member of the court gets 
his two-minute briefi ng and I 
don’t.”
 Precinct 1 Rodney Ellis, 
who represents most of the 
South Belt community, sided 
with fellow Democrat Gar-
cia, suggesting the discussions 
were informal and that he had 
asked Key when he fi rst began 
his new role to discuss any 
possible revenue-raising ideas 
with him.
 “Once Peter did get there, 
I told him, ‘If there are any 
ideas that come up about how 
we can generate more mon-
ey from the toll road, let me 
know about them.’ And I don’t 
consider that a secret meeting, 
just as Commissioner Cagle, 
Commissioner Radack, or 
you judge (Lina Hidalgo) or 
Commissioner Garcia, might 
hear of something before I 
hear about it. You clearly can’t 
talk to three members of the 
court about it, nor would I. 

But if it’s a good fi nancing for 
the county – we are going to 
have challenges fi nancially. 
I’ve talked to my friends at 
city hall, and they’re talking 
about layoffs and hiring freez-
es and a host of issues. And I 
suspect in the not-too-distance 
future when the property val-
ues come in, when the ap-
praisals come in for next year, 
we’re going to have to look at 
some serious – maybe draco-
nian – measures as well. But 
as Commissioner Garcia said, 
I’m sure however the idea 
came up for building what has 
become about a billion-dol-
lar toll bridge, everybody on 
Commissioners Court didn’t 
necessarily hear about it at the 
same time. That’s just the na-
ture of the beast.”
 Ellis said, however, he does 
support the measure if it seems 
benefi cial to the county, and he 
hopes his Republican counter-
parts on the court will join him.
 “If somewhere down the 
road, there’s good fi nancing 
for it, I think we ought to look 
at it, and if there’s support on 
Commissioners Court, I hope 
we’ll do it,” Ellis said. “If so, 
I think it should be a biparti-
san issue, but if not, we’ll cross 
that bridge when we come to 
it.” 

Commissioners Court ponders selling toll roads

Continued from Page  1
 The governor was joined 
for the press conference by 
John Hellerstedt, MD, Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services commissioner; 
Nim Kidd, Texas Division 
of Emergency Management 
chief; Phil Wilson, Texas 
Health and Human Services 
acting executive commis-
sioner; Mike Morath, TEA 
commissioner; and Maj. Gen. 
Tracy Norris, Adjutant Gener-
al of Texas.
 Per the governor’s an-
nouncement, wedding venues 
and services required to con-
duct weddings may imme-
diately open. Weddings held 
indoors other than at a church, 
congregation, or house of 
worship must limit occupan-
cy to 25 percent. 
 Wedding reception ser-
vices may also resume, but 
facilities must limit their oc-
cupancy to 25 percent of the 
total listed occupancy. These 
occupancy limits do not apply 
to the outdoor areas of a wed-
ding reception or to outdoor 
wedding receptions.
 As of Friday, May 8, cos-
metology salons, hair salons, 
barber shops, nail salons and 
shops, and other establish-
ments where licensed cosme-
tologists or barbers practice 
their trade, have permission 
to open, but all such salons, 

shops, and establishments 
must ensure at least six feet 
of social distancing between 
operating work stations. Tan-
ning salons may also reopen 
under the same limitation. 
Swimming pools may open 
subject to certain limitations, 
including on their occupancy 
or operating levels.
 Beginning Monday, May 
18, offi ce buildings may open 
with the greater of fi ve or less 
individuals or 25 percent of 
the total offi ce workforce. 
These individuals must main-
tain appropriate social dis-
tancing. 
 Gyms, exercise facilities, 
and exercise classes may also 
open starting May 18, but 
must operate at 25 percent 
occupancy. Locker rooms and 
shower facilities will remain 
closed, but restrooms may 
open. Non-essential manufac-
turing services may also open 
on May 18 but facilities must 
limit their occupancy to 25 
percent.
 These newly opened ser-
vices are subject to recom-
mended minimum standard 
health protocols outlined by 
DSHS. These protocols will 
be available on the Open Tex-
as webpage which is found at 
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/
files/press/EO-GA-21_ex-
pand ing_Open_Texas_
COVID-19.pdf.

Texas on road to open

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

Confused about Medicare?
(Who isn’t!)

Denise Burleigh
Licensed Insurance 

Sales Agent

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)
(832) 517-3976  •  email cdb63@att.net

 FREE NO Obligation 
Consultations

NOW OPEN - Covid-19 
Precautions in Place

Call the Office for your
appointment”

Specializing in Personal 
Injury Cases

Barry Burleigh, D.C.
Chiropractor

11700 Beamer Rd.  (281) 481-1623
Houston, TX 77089  www.burleighchiro.com

To-Go Orders!

281-922-1477
25% of Dine-In Seating

We Can Cater Your Special Event!
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