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Turner announces wastewater decree

Chapa killed in accident
 Houston police are investigating a fatal crash 
that took place about 3:40 a.m. Sunday, April 4, 
near El Dorado Boulevard and Old Galveston Road.
 The victim was 24-year-old Alex Chapa, who 
began his fi refi ghting career as a member of the 
Southeast Volunteer Fire Department. He worked 
for the Montgomery Fire Department.
 According to police, Chapa was traveling west 
at a high rate of speed near the above address when 
he left the roadway and struck several trees by the 
sidewalk along the north side of the street.
 The pickup truck then came to a stop in the mov-
ing lanes of El Dorado and caught fi re. The victim 
died at the scene. No other persons or vehicles were 
involved in this crash. (See photo this page.)

 COVID numbers continue
 As of Wednesday, April 7, there were 130 con-
fi rmed South Belt deaths due to COVID-19, up four 
from the previous week. Reporting of deaths related 
to COVID-19, however, may be delayed by local of-
fi cials. Of the 5,387 confi rmed cases in 77089 (total 
population: 53,866), 165 remain active. To date, 53 
from the ZIP code have died from the disease, no in-
crease from the previous week. In 77075 (total pop-
ulation: 43,933), 122 of the 3,882 confi rmed cases 
remain active. A total of 38 from the ZIP code have 
died, up two from the previous week. Of the 3,983 
confi rmed cases in 77034 (total population: 40,532), 
118 remain active. To date, 39 residents from ZIP 
code 77034 have died from the disease, up two from 
the previous week According to Harris County Pub-
lic Health offi cials, the vast majority of the fatalities 
suffered from preexisting health issues. Countywide, 
there have been 380,238 total confi rmed cases. Of 
those, 364,962 have recovered from the disease, while 
11,520 cases remain active. A total of 3,737 deaths 
have been reported in Harris County. Statistics are up-
dated daily and include numbers from within both the 
Houston city limits and throughout Harris County. To 
view an interactive map, visit publichealth.harriscoun
tytx.gov/Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.

Beltway closures planned
 At least one eastbound and one westbound Belt-
way 8 frontage road lane will be closed from Furman 
to Scott Street/Fellows Road daily from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. through Thursday, April 15.
 At least one westbound Beltway 8 frontage road 
lane will be closed from South Post Oak to Bellfort 
daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. through Sunday, April 18.
 At least one northbound and one southbound Belt-
way 8 frontage road lane will be closed from Vista to 
SH 225 daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and nightly 
from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Wednesday, April 14.
 At least one southbound Beltway 8 frontage road 
lane will be closed from Malone to Red Bluff continu-
ously through 5 p.m. Wednesday, May 5.
 The closures are associated with the ongoing proj-
ect to widen Beltway 8 from two to four lanes in each 
direction.

  Gulf Freeway closures set 
  Two alternate northbound and southbound main 
lanes and frontage road lanes on the Gulf Freeway will 
be closed from NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 to SH 
96 daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 8 p.m. 
to 5 a.m. through Friday, Dec. 31.
 The northbound exit ramp from the Gulf Freeway 
to NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 will be completely 
closed through Friday, Dec. 31. Motorists wishing to 
access these intersections may exit using the exit to 
FM 518 and proceed on the northbound frontage road 
to the intersections or exit using the Bay Area Boule-
vard exit ramp, then make a U-turn and travel south to 
the NASA Bypass or FM 528.  Two alternate north-
bound and southbound main lanes and frontage road 
lanes on the Gulf Freeway will be closed from IH 610 
South Loop to Broad Street nightly from 7 p.m. to 6 
a.m. through Friday, Dec. 31. Both the northbound 
and southbound entrance and exit ramps between IH 
610 South Loop and Broad Street will be closed night-
ly from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. though Friday, Dec. 31.
 The closures are associated with an ongoing con-
struction project to widen the freeway from three to 
fi ve lanes in each direction and the frontage roads 
from two to three lanes in each direction.

Dobie JV sets Lasso Clinic
 The J. Frank Dobie JV dance team announced a 
mandatory Lasso Clinic (practice) open to incom-
ing freshmen is set for Monday, April 26, 4:30-6:30 
p.m., on the Dobie High School main campus in the 
Lariaette room. Mandatory Lasso tryouts are Tues-
day, April 27, starting at 4:30 p.m. in the same room. 
A Lasso Tryout Application Packet must be picked 
up from Katina Morris, Thompson dance teacher, 
or Krystal Smith, Beverly Hills dance teacher, be-
forehand. For questions, email Chelsea Henning, 
Lasso director at Chenning@Pasadenaisd.org.

Heavy trash pickup set
 City residents south of Fuqua will have heavy 
trash pickup Thursday, April 8 (second Thursday of 
the month). City residents north of Fuqua and west of 
the Gulf Freeway will have heavy trash pickup Friday, 
April 9 (second Friday). April is for junk waste, but 
tree waste will be accepted. Due to a larger amount 
of debris during the COVID-19 pandemic, pickups 
may be delayed. For information, visit www.hous
tontx.gov/solidwaste or call 311.

Highway 3 closure set
 At least one northbound lane on SH 3/Old Gal-
veston Road will be closed from El Dorado to FM 
2351/Clear Lake City Boulevard in Webster daily 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Monday, April 26.

E-recycling April 10
 The City of Houston will hold its monthly e-waste 
recycling event at Ellington Saturday, April 10, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Due to COVID, the collection pro-
gram will be contactless. Residents are asked to wear 
masks when speaking to staff and place all items 
to be recycled in the trunk of the vehicle to ensure 
no direct contact is made. Items accepted include 
computers; routers; laptops; power cords; UPS; cell 
phones; VCRs; scrap metal/wire; monitors; hubs; 
printers; cables; servers; DVD players; cable boxes; 
ink-jet cartridges; TVs: mice and keyboards; switch-
es; fax machines; telephones; toner cartridges; and 
copiers.
 The e-waste collection events take place the second 
Saturday of each month. For additional information, 
call 311 or visit www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste.

 Mayor Sylvester Turner on Thursday, April 1, 
announced the U.S. District Court for the South-
ern District of Texas approved a consent decree 
between the City of Houston, the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency and the State 
of Texas to improve Houston’s wastewater sys-
tem.
 The consent decree will provide an estimated 
$2 billion of additional work in improvements to 

Chapa honored by colleagues

Separating fact from fiction in PISD election

Dozens of fi refi ghters gathered April 6 to transport colleague Alex Chapa who was killed in 
an off-duty crash early Sunday, April 4, at El Dorado and SH 3. A former South Belt resident, 
Chapa, 24, graduated from Clear Brook High and served with the Southeast Volunteer Fire 
Department, before joining the Montgomery County Fire Department. A police escort, led by 
Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia’s department, took place along Beamer, as Chapa’s body 
was transported to Peevey Funeral Home, where services will be held Friday, April 9. Visitation 
will be from 3 to 5 p.m., with a service beginning at 5 p.m. Photo by Marie Flickinger

 The proposed construction of new houses in 
the South Belt community to replace those de-
stroyed during Hurricane Harvey in 2017 has 
drawn the ire of area civic groups that say legal 
loopholes are allowing the developers to bypass 
local HOA deed restrictions.
 Reconstruction efforts are being overseen by 
the Texas General Land Offi ce, and according 
to local civic club offi cials, the future adherence 
to HOA guidelines regarding new construction 
is guided by the current level of enforcement of 
existing regulations.
 Additionally, all residences to be rebuilt in a 
fl ood plain must be constructed at an elevation.
 A common concern among local leaders is 
that the elevated homes – which have little to no 
brick or a garage – will not mesh with the sur-
rounding homes in the community.
 Local HOA offi cials have come out in strong 

Planned Harvey homes cause problems
opposition to the proposal.
 “The GLO wants to use the Harvey recovery 
funds to rebuild houses in the Sagemont subdi-
vision that are not in line with our deed restric-
tions, and the Sagemont Maintenance committee 
along with the Civic Club are fi ghting to have 
these homes built elsewhere or to be in compli-
ance with our deed restrictions,” said Jeff Tur-
nipseed, Sagemont Civic Club treasurer. “We’ve 
already told them ‘no’ that the houses must have 
a garage and have a brick front to look in line 
with what already exists.”
 Multiple area subdivisions could be affected 
by the measure, including both Sagemont and 
Sagemeadow. Seth Webb, Sagemeadow HOA 
chairman, said roughly 120 households in his 
subdivision had fi led for such relief.
 See future editions of the Leader for addition-
al information.

upgrade Houston’s aging wastewater system and 
keep up with Houston’s rapidly growing popula-
tion. The goal of the consent decree is to protect 
the environment and human health and improve 
the wastewater system for generations to come.
 The consent decree with the EPA is part of a 
national program to reduce sanitary sewer over-
fl ows, which the Clean Water Act prohibits. A 
 Continued on Page 4

FEMA aids winter storm victims
line at 800-621-3362. TTY users may call 800-
462-7585. Lines are open 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. CST 
daily.
 There are several reasons why one may be deter-
mined to be ineligible or no decision can be made.

If the letter refers to:
 Ownership not proven – Appeal by submit-
ting one of the following:
 – Title or deed.
 – Property tax receipt or bill.
 – Mortgage documents.
 – Other documents proving home ownership.
 No contact for inspection – Call the FEMA 
Helpline and provide current phone number and

Continued on Page 2

 Survivors of February’s severe winter storms 
in Texas who registered with FEMA may have re-
ceived a determination letter regarding eligibility 
for assistance. Read the letter carefully. It may not 
be the fi nal answer. FEMA may simply need extra 
documents to process an application. Every appli-
cant may appeal FEMA’s decision.
 Examples of missing documentation may in-
clude an insurance settlement letter, proof of resi-
dence, proof of ownership of the damaged property, 
or proof that the damaged property was one’s pri-
mary residence at the time of the disaster.

Appealing FEMA’s letter of eligibility
 By appealing, one is asking FEMA to review the 
applicant case. For questions, call the FEMA Help-

HPD investigates death on area feeder
sponded to the scene and pronounced the victim 
dead at the scene.
 A preliminary investigation and witness state-
ments indicated the pickup truck was traveling 
south on the Gulf Freeway, exited at a high rate of 
speed, went over the curb and struck a pole near 
a business. Witnesses also reported seeing a white 
sedan driving recklessly just prior to the crash.
 At press time, there were no known witnesses to 
the shooting. Anyone with information in this case 
is urged to contact the HPD Homicide Division at 
713-308-3600 or Crime Stoppers of Houston at 
713-222-TIPS (8477).

 Houston police are investigating the fatal 
shooting of a man that took place around 4 p.m. 
Friday, April 2, in the 13800 block of the Gulf Free-
way near exit for Scarsdale. The truck ended up 
along cars from the AutoNation Chevy dealership. 
 The identity of the male victim, 30, was pending 
verifi cation by the Harris County Institute of Foren-
sic Sciences at press time.
 According to police, patrol offi cers responded to 
a crash near the above address and found the victim 
unresponsive in the driver’s seat of a black 2008 
Dodge Ram pickup truck with an apparent gunshot 
wound. Houston Fire Department paramedics re-

Harris County offi cials hosted their annual Easter egg hunt Saturday, April 3, at El Franco 
Lee Park. For the fi rst time in the event’s 30-year history, the event was a drive-thru function 
this year out of COVID-19 concerns. Shown above distributing eggs is Precinct 2 Constable 
Jerry Garcia. Also taking part in the event were representatives from the offi ces of Precinct 1 
County Commissioner Rodney Ellis; Precinct 2, Place 1, Justice of the Peace Jo Ann Delgado; 
and Precinct 2, Place 2, Justice of the Peace George Risner.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

County officials host drive-thru egg hunt

 As the May 1 Pasadena ISD school board elec-
tion heats up, the majority of candidates have 

formed unique alliances into two groups, but dis-
trict offi cials – completely separate from the elect-
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Pro Tem Martin holds park meeting
 Staff from Houston Parks Board will also be 
at the park on Saturday, April 10, to gather input 
on the improvements. Residents may stop by the 
park from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to speak with city 
offi cials, who will be holding clipboards.
 For more information on 50/50 Park Partners 
and to see a recording of the meeting in English 
and Spanish, visit houstonparksboard.org/do
nate/5050-park-partners-community-engagement.
 Additional questions may be directed to 
info@houstonparksboard.org.

 On Tuesday, March 30, District E City Coun-
cil Member and Mayor Pro Tem Dave Martin’s 
offi ce participated in a virtual meeting hosted by 
the nonprofi t Houston Parks Board and the Hous-
ton Parks and Recreation Department to discuss 
potential improvements to Freeway Manor Park 
in the Edgebrook area.
 If residents were not able to attend the meet-
ing, they still have the opportunity to give their 
input. Surveys may be fi lled out at www.survey
monkey.com/r/YCZQF9V.

 Early voting locations have been announced for 
the upcoming May 1 school board elections. Early 
voting will begin Monday, April 19, and continue 
through Tuesday, April 27.
 To be decided are four spots on the Pasadena 
ISD board and three positions on the Clear Creek 
ISD board.
 In the Pasadena ISD contest, voters will decide 
who will fi ll the Position 1 – 4 board of trustee 
spots.
  Competing for the Position1 seat are Noble J. 
Alix Jr. and Paola Gonzalez Fusilier.
 In the Position 2 contest, incumbent Mariselle 
Quijano is being challenged by Crystal Davila.
 Position 3 incumbent Nelda R. Sullivan is being 
challenged by Sunil Nepal and Yen Huynh Rabe.
 Competing for the Position 4 seat are Al Bled-
soe, Areef Bhuyan and Casey Phelan.
 Early voting locations include El Franco Lee 

Early voting for school boards
Community Center, 9500 Hall Road; East Harris 
County Activity Center, 7340 Spencer Highway; 
BakerRipley Cleveland Campus, 720 Fairmont 
Parkway; and John Phelps Courthouse, 101 S. 
Richey St.
 Early voting hours are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. April 19 
through April 24; noon to 7 p.m. April 25; 7 a.m. to 
10 p.m. April 26; and 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. April 27.
 For additional information on the Pasade-
na ISD election, visit www1.pasadenaisd.org/
school_board/election_information/election_-_
may_1__2021.
 Up for grabs in Clear Creek ISD are the District 
4 seat currently held by Page Rander, the District 
5 spot currently held by Jay Cunningham and the 
At-Large Position A seat currently held by Jennifer 
Broddle.
 Competing for the District 4 seat are Rander

Continued on Page 2

ed volunteer board – dispute some of the campaign 
points from one of the two camps.
 The two opposing groups are loosely organized 
as incumbents versus challengers.
 With Position 1 trustee Fred Roberts and Posi-
tion 4 trustee Jack Bailey both stepping down from 
their long-held seats this year, Position 2 trustee 
Mariselle Quijano and current Position 3 trustee 
Nelda Sullivan have sided with Position 1 candi-
date Noble J. Alix Jr. and Position 4 candidate Ca-
sey Phelan, who the incumbents say best refl ect the 
values of the current board.
 In the opposing camp, led by former Pasadena 
ISD board candidate Yen Huynh Rabe, are Crystal 
Davila, who is challenging Quijano for the Position 
2 seat; Rabe, who is challenging Sullivan for the 
Position 3 spot; and Al Bledsoe, who is running for 
the Position 4 spot.
 While Rabe has made such political alignments 
before, Pasadena ISD incumbents have never made 
such a pact.
 At the heart of the challenging group’s campaign 

is a claim that school offi cials are currently mishan-
dling money, citing the district’s plans to construct 
a new administration building while simultaneous-
ly running a multi-million-dollar defi cit.
 “Pasadena ISD School Board unanimously ap-
proved the plans to move the Administration Build-
ing when there was a budget defi cit of $29.4M 
last fi scal year and a budget proposal of $16.7M 
defi cit this fi scal year?!” Rabe recently posted on 
her Facebook page. “And they rather fund the new 
administration building (cost $27M) than to pro-
vide quality drinking water and updated laptops to 
students and adequate COVID pandemic-related 
support for teachers?! The PISD School Board’s 
priorities are misplaced.”
 This claim is refuted, however, by Pasadena ISD 
offi cials, who contend Rabe is misinformed about 
how the district’s fi nances work.
 “Last year, we had projected a surplus of 
$11 million in local accounts,” said Pasadena 
ISD CFO Carla Merka. “In fact, with spend-

Continued on Page 4

2021 JFD Hall of Honor named
 Dobie High School will host its ninth annual 
Hall of Honor induction ceremony at the area cam-
pus Saturday, April 24, to recognize six individuals, 
including fi ve graduates and one faculty member.
 Honorees include Barry Harris, former faculty 
member; Ti Nguyen, Class of 2007; Erica Davis 
Rouse, Class of 1991; Gawain Guy, Class of 1981; 
and Col. William Smith, Class of 1970.
 The Dobie High School Hall of Honor recog-
nizes graduates who have made signifi cant contri-
butions in the community and serve as role models 
to students. This recognition is the highest honor 
bestowed to Longhorn alumni or former faculty 
members.
 The induction ceremony will begin in the 
school’s auditorium at 6:30 p.m.

Ti Nguyen – Class of 2007
 With millions of followers, YouTube sensations 
Nguyen and Princess Pham of “Princess ToysRe-
view” built an empire, combining social media and 
children’s entertainment. Nguyen, whose roots run 
deep in the South Belt community, having attend-

ed Burnett Elementary, 
Thompson Intermediate 
and Dobie High School, 
returns to her alma ma-
ter regularly to give back 
to her fellow Longhorns. 
Over the past several 
years, she has hosted toy 
donation events at Do-
bie for students attending 
campuses in the South 
Belt area. The sisters also 
started a foundation in 
honor of their sister who 
passed away.

Gawain Guy – Class of 1981
 Gawain was a record-breaking track and cross 
country standout. As a junior at Dobie, he won 
the 800 meters at the state track meet. As a se-
nior, he doubled the distance and established 
himself as one of the top runners in the nation

 Continued on Page 8

Ti Nguyen

Pasadena Fund Balance Growth
Pasadena ISD’s award-winning finance team signifi cantly added to the district’s 

fund balance, despite criticism by board election challengers.
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Leader checks out 
social media

By Natalie Abarca
 A member of ASHLEY 
POINTE SUBDIVISION 
Facebook page posted that 
they have had an issue with 
mail being delivered into 
their mailbox. They have 
had two packages not deliv-
ered even though they were 
told the packages were de-
livered. One of their packag-
es is a monthly delivery and 
had not been an issue until 
recently.
 Two members on the 
Neighbor’s app posted vid-
eos of the same male sus-
pect carrying a red back-
pack checking for unlocked 
vehicle doors. The suspect 
was seen on video surveil-
lance on Saturday, March 
27, Sunday, March 28, and 
also April 1, between mid-

night and 3 a.m. in the Palm-
springs and Southway subdi-
visions.
 Another member of the 
same app posted that it was 
reported that a person was 
shot and killed causing the 
vehicle to crash into a pole. 
The incident happened on 
Saturday, April 3, in the 
13800 block of Gulf Free-
way. The post was shared on 
other social media pages.
 Another member of the 
the same app posted that two 
individuals in a white truck 
pulled up to their neighbor’s 
truck that was parked on the 
curb and got out and took the 
neighbor’s truck tailgate. The 
incident happened on Sat-
urday, April 3, at 1:47 a.m., 
on East Ridge Terrance off 
Fuqua and Carmalee Street.

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is located at 9002 Kingspoint. For information, visit https://houstonlibrary.
org/location/bracewell-neighborhood-library?items_per_page=200#events. For virtual programs, 
visit https://houstonlibrary.org/learn-explore/library-events or call 832-393-2580.

Bracewell HPL To Go curbside service is in operation
 Contactless curbside services, known as HPL To Go, are available by appointment Mondays, 
noon to 7 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays, noon to 4 p.m.; Wednesdays and Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
and Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Customers walking or riding a bike may also pick up reserved 
materials. For questions, call circulation at 832-393-2222. To use HPL To Go:
 1. Place a hold through the online catalog or by phone. 
 2. Receive email or phone call of notifi cation prior to scheduling a time for pickup.
 3. Upon arrival, park and stay in the vehicle and call to notify staff of arrival. 
 4. Have MY Link card number and PIN ready. 

Book drop
 The book drop is open. Library materials can be returned with no overdue fees. The library 
continues to provide online resources to enjoy the library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits 
or laptops should not be placed in the book drop. Keep those items until further notice.

Additional resources
 The Houston Public Library has electronic resources, books, audiobooks, databases for re-
search, tutoring, language learning, education and parent information for Texas residents with a 
library card. To get a card, visit the home page at www.houstonlibrary.org under Here’s What’s 
Happening. Click on Free Resources for All to access the digital resources and access the link to 
obtain a temporary card. Also, under Here’s What’s Happening, the card titled Online Resources for 
Kids accesses a Virtual Storytime provided on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 11 a.m. The 
archived storytimes can be found on Facebook under Houston Public Library Virtual Storytimes. 
Another virtual program is Craft.
 Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services are available 24/7 with 
a MY Link Library Card at www.houstonlibrary.org, including e-books and e-audiobooks, stream-
ing TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and databases. Until further notice, 
only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible for holds and check-out. HPL 
has a robust collection of free e-books and audio books. Visit the catalog to determine if a previous-
ly requested hold selection may be in a digital format. Instructions on downloading the e-book or 
audio book are on the site.
 All overdue fi nes/fees will be waived through June 30, 2021, retroactive to March 14, 2020. 
While the Bracewell Branch Library remains closed, Wi-Fi service is still available by coming to 
the library standing/sitting within six feet of the building. A password is not needed. Go to Settings, 
then Network and Internet, Wi-Fi and connect to HPL – Public.
 HPL is not accepting book donations at this time. For more information, visit www.houstonli
brary.org to chat with a librarian 24/7, or to send questions through HPL’s email reference.

Parker Williams Library
 Parker Williams Library will be closed Thursday, April 1, 5 p.m. through Sunday, April 4, 
for the Easter holiday. 
 Parker Williams Library is located at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. Visit the website at https://www.
hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library or call 832-927-7870.
 The book drop is open. No late fees will be charged during the library closure. Social media 
links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – After receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving at the library, follow the instructions given.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Curbside hours are: Monday – Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-Books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital materials 
and research tools with an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/services/
iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://www.hcpl.net.
 Thursday, April 8, 10:30 a.m. Virtual Toddler Time. Take a moment in one’s day to have some 
fun and interaction with little ones. Join John Harbough and. Jason Cruz for a virtual Toddler Time 
through Microsoft Teams. Parents are encouraged to participate to facilitate interaction. Although 
designed for 18 months to 4-year-olds, all children and families are welcome. Sign up once with a 
valid email address online at https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library to get a 
weekly invitation.
#toddlertime #storytime #story #childrensbooks #reading #books #harriscountypl #HCPL.
 Thursday, April 8, 4:30 p.m. Anime Club: Discord Chat. Parker Williams’ Anime Club has mor-
phed online. Join Jason Cruz and John Harbough on the Discord Anime channel for a discussion 
about the new spring 2021 season. To join, email john.harbaugh@hcpl.net to get added to the 
channel. #anime #animefan #manga #otaku #animelove #harriscountypl #HCPL.
 Friday, April 9, 5 p.m. Is It Wrong to Watch So Much Anime?  Episode 16: “Spring Picks.” Join 
Jason Cruz and John Harbough for the 2021 spring picks. This will be featured on Facebook.com/
ParkerWilliamsLibrary.  #anime #animefan #manga #otaku #animelove #harriscountypl #HCPL.
 Tuesday, April 13, 10:30 a.m. Virtual Story Time Join John Harbaugh and Celeste Plew. This 
program will be on Facebook Live at Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 #storytime #story #childrensbooks #reading #books #harriscountypl #HCPL.
 Tuesday, April 13, noon. Drawing with Ariel Perez for virtual fun and easy cartoon drawings 
featuring various doodles, numbers and letters. This video will be featured on Facebook.com/Parker
WilliamsLibrary and Instagram.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary.
 Wednesday, April 14, 11 a.m. Bilingual Vietnamese Storytime. Enjoy story time in English and 
Vietnamese.
 Wednesday, April 14, 1 p.m. Spanish story time with Jason Cruz.
 Wednesday, April 14, 3:30 p.m., ages 16 and older. Dungeons & Dragons Online. Join Tanner 
Adams over Discord online. No prior experience is required. Contact tanner.adams@hcpl.net for 
details.
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

Frazier offers 
scholarships

 Frazier Elementary is 
offering fi ve scholarships 
to graduating Dobie se-
niors who attended Fra-
zier Elementary School.  
Applications are available 
to pick up in the College 
Now offi ce at Dobie and 
are due back to that offi ce 
by March 26.

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
(Modified during COVID-19)

Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*

*Also Available on Facebook Live 
Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
11011 Hall Rd.  

(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

Deaths

Patrice Marie
Ward

 Patrice Marie Ward, 71, 
former active member of 
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic 
Church, passed away March 
23, 2021, in her Pasadena 
home. 
 She was born Oct. 7, 
1949. Her family received 
guests Tuesday, March 30, 
at Queen of Angels Catho-
lic Church, 4100 E. Ave., in 
Dickinson. 
 A Celebration of Life im-
mediately followed the vis-
itation and a graveside ser-
vice was held at Grand View 
Memorial Park in Pasadena.
 A memory or condolenc-
es may be shared in the vir-
tual guestbook at https://
www.dignitymemorial.com/
obi tuar ies /pasadena- tx /
patrice-ward-10124875.

 April is Sexual Assault 
Awareness and Prevention 
Month (SAAPM), a time for 
this country to honor survivors 
and celebrate the strength of 
the movement to end sexual 
violence. The fi rst Sexual As-
sault Awareness and Preven-
tion Month was held 20 years 
ago in 2001 by the National 
Sexual Violence Resource 
Center.
 According to RAINN.org, 

“Every 73 seconds, an Amer-
ican is sexually assaulted. And 
every nine minutes, that victim 
is a child. Meanwhile, only 5 
out of every 1,000 perpetrators 
will end up in prison."
 The Bridge will be hosting 
several events in April. The 
public is encouraged to join in 
and help recognize and honor 
survivors.

Teal Tuesdays
 Wear the color teal each 

Tuesday in April in support 
of survivors. There will be an 
event on the following days 
which include:
 April 14, 1 to 2 p.m. 
“Fostering A Culture of 
Consent – A Virtual Work-
shop.” Visit https://www.
even tb r i t e . com/e / fos te r
ing-a-culture-of-consent-tick
ets-148946572207 to register.
 April 15, 7 p.m. “Ev-
ery Story, Every Voice 
– A Virtual Open Mic 
Night Event.” Visit https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/ev
ery-story-every-voice-tick
ets-148981071395 to register.
 April 17, 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
“Meditation in The Park” – 
Meet to honor the importance 
of mental health and engage in 
the healing practice of media-
tion, mindfulness, and the use 
of positive affi rmations. at Av-
enue A Park, 607 Avenue A, 
South Houston, Texas 77587.
 April 21 and 28, 1  to 
2 p.m. “Preventing Sexu-
al Violence Begins with Us 
– A Virtual Two-Part Se-
ries Workshop.” Visit https://
www.even tb r i t e . com/e /
prevention-of-sexual-vio
lence-begins-with-us-tick
ets-148916584513 to register.
 April 28, Denim Day – 
Wear Denim to Challenge Vic-
tim Blaming.
 At the end of April, there 
will be a Prevention of Sexual 
Violence Toolkit for Parents of 
Teens at www.tbotw.org.

In My Opinion
Roberson comments
on candidates
 I am an Educator too and have been 
for 30 plus years. In the upcoming PISD 
school board election we must consider 
the reality of who is running the school 
system. Yes, these ‘Educators’ know who 
they are. Educators are the ones that 
stay late in the classroom, stand before 
our children all day for four to six hours a 
day, for four or fi ve days a week and stays 
up through the night to make sure they 
are understood, bold enough and pre-
pared to produce the brightest students 
for tomorrow. This is the reality of being a 
teacher. The purpose is to know and un-
derstand students’ needs.  The educators 
are the ones the student’s trust. 
 The opposition candidates have no 
clue to what our children need. The 
School Board should have the students 
in mind, which the following candidates 
exemplify. 
 The School Board needs fresh and 
new ideas!!! For example, when you 
have a company that is using the same 

technology for the last 10 years instead 
of embracing the newer technology of the 
future, then the company will not be able 
to compete and soon will fail. The same 
goes for our students. If School Board 
does not know what to do to improve the 
educational environment for our students, 
then whole system fails our children. 
Crystal Davila, Yen Huynh Rabe, and Al 
Bledsoe have done all of the above and 
know the importance of making sure stu-
dents are productive members of our 
schools and community. 
 These highly educated teachers are 
ready to meet the challenges and needs 
of all students. They can share more valu-
able and up to date information to make a 
difference in a child’s education; the val-
ue of learning comes from parents, the 
community and as well as from the stu-
dent.  Thus, the school community needs 
more educators on the School Board.  
You must vote for the above candidates.
 I, Joyce Roberson, am an ‘Educator’ 
and I have been a resident of the com-
munity for 19 years.  Thank you   
  Joyce Roberson

Continued from Page 1
and Jeff Larson; vying for 
the District 5 position are 
Cunningham, Christine Par-
izo and Keith Esthay; and 
running for the At-Large 
Position A seat are Jonathan 
Cottrell, Michael Creedon, 
Marlene Montesinos and 
Kevin Oditt.
 Early voting locations in-
clude CCISD Education Sup-
port Center, 2425 E. Main 
St. in League City; CCISD 
Learner Support Center, 

2903 Falcon Pass; Clear 
Brook High School, 4607 
FM 2351 in Friendswood; 
and Creekside Intermediate 
School, 4320 W. Main St. in 
League City.
 Early voting hours are 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., April 19 
through April 23; and 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., April 24, April 26 
and April 27.
 For more information 
on the Clear Creek ISD 
election, visit www.ccisd.
ne t / exp lo re_c_c_ i_s_d /

boardoftrustees/board_elec
tion_information.
 Additionally, the League 
City Regional Chamber of 
Commerce will host a virtu-
al candidate forum Thursday, 
April 15, from 5 to 7 p.m.
 The District 5 candidate fo-
rum will take place from 5 to 
6 p.m., while the At-Large Po-
sition A candidate forum will 
take place from 6 to 7 p.m.
 Both forums will be live- 
streamed at i45NOW at www.
facebook.com/i45NOW.

Early voting for school boards

The Bridge holds awareness program  Pearland resident Selma 
Ann (Whayne) Johnson, 87, 
was born April 20, 1933, and 
died Wednesday, March 31, 
2021.
 She was a longtime for-
mer Sagemont resident who 
was born in Clinton, Ky., to 
E.C. and Marion Whayne.  
She was a graduate of Cen-
tral High School and earned a 
business degree from Murray 
State University in 1955. The 
same year she married Bill E. 
Johnson, who preceded her 
in death in 2000. They lived 
in Ft. Worth for eight years 
before moving to Houston in 
1963 where they raised four 
boys.
 Selma worked in the steel 
industry at Ameritech Inc. 
for several years. She was a 
volunteer with American Red 
Cross and an active member 
of Tri County Republican 
Women, serving as historian, 
chaplain and president from 
2000-2005. Selma excelled 

Selma Ann 
(Whayne) 
Johnson

Continued from Page 1
the best time to reach appli-
cant.
Failed identity verifi cation 
 – Submit documents to 
verify name and Social Se-
curity number:
 – Documents from the 
Social Security Administra-
tion or other Federal entities.
 – Current employer’s 
payroll document.
 – U.S. passport.
 – Valid driver license or 
state issued ID and social se-
curity card.
 – Linked for duplicate 
review – Submit documents 
proving you were not living 
with or assisted by another 
person who applied for as-
sistance at applicant address.

Insured or ineligible 
insured

 – Submit one of the follow-
ing to prove uninsured or un-
derinsured for damage:
 – Insurance settlement 
documents.

A denial letter
 Any other supporting in-
formation:
 Appeals should be sub-
mitted in writing within 60 
days of the date of FEMA’s 

letter determining eligibility.
 To ensure accuracy and 
help FEMA process the 
appeal, applicants need to 
include the following infor-
mation in submitted letter:
 Full name, address of 
damaged property; current 
contact information; disaster 
number: DR-4586-TX; the 
last four digits of applicants 
Social Security number; ap-
plicant’s nine-digit FEMA 
registration number on each 
page and on supporting doc-
umentation; applicant’s sig-
nature; reason for the appeal.
 If someone other than ap-
plicant or the co-applicant 
is writing the letter, appli-
cant must sign a statement 
affi rming that the.person 
may act on applicant’s be-
half. Applicant should keep 
a copy of appeal for records.
  Applicant may sub-
mit missing documents to 
FEMA online, by mail or 
fax.
 Upload to www.Disaster.
Assistance.gov:
 Applicant should have an 
online account before up-
loading documents. Click 
“check status” on the home 

page and follow directions to 
create an account.
 Applicant should fax to 
800-827-8112 or mail ap-
peal letter to: 
FEMA – Individuals & 
Households Program
National Processing Service 
Center
P.O. Box 10055
Hyattsville, MD 20782-8055
FEMA – Individuals and 

households program
 Applicant will get a writ-
ten response from FEMA 
regarding the agency’s deci-
sion within 90 days of the re-
ceipt of their letter. FEMA’s 
decision is fi nal and cannot 
be appealed again.
 For more information on 
the storms visit fema.gov/
disaster/4586. Follow the 
FEMA Region 6 Twitter 
account at twitter.com/FE-
MARegion6.
 People whose fi rst lan-
guage is not English may 
fi nd translations of this doc-
ument in other languages by 
using the following quick 
links on FEMA.gov: Arabic 
| Chinese | English | Hindi | 
Korean | Spanish | Tagalog | 
Urdu | Vietnamese.

 The following is in lov-
ing memory of Patricia “Pat-
sy” Daniel Williams who 
lived life loving God, loving 
family, loving friends, lov-
ing strangers, all sadly left 
behind. Her spirit is carried 
on by her family and all the 
friends she made during 
her life. Patsy was born to 
Benjamin Luna Daniel and 
Trinidad Ramirez Daniel on 
March 18, 1953, in Houston.
 Patsy’s loving husband 
Ron and sons Sean and Mark 
were with her when she went 
to be with her Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ on March 27, 
2021, in Phoenix, Az., at the 
age of 68.
 Patsy was a devoted wife, 
mother, grandmother and 
loving friend to many. 
 She was preceded in death 
by her father. 
 Patsy is survived by her 
loving husband and high 
school sweetheart Ron Wil-
liams of Canyon Lake; son 
Sean Williams and wife Dr. 
Beth Little; grandson Ben-
jamin “Benny” Sol Williams 
of Chugiak, Alaska; son 
Mark Williams of Austin, 
Texas; mother Trine Daniel 
of Seguin, Texas; sister Glo-
ria Saenz and husband Joe 
Saenz and their children Mi-
chael Saenz and Joe Daniel 
Saenz; sister Margaret Ana 
Luna and her children Dan-
ielle Bardgette and Gabriela 
Bardgette; sister Katherine 
Tizravesh and husband Ali 
Tizravesh and their children 
Roxanne Tizravesh and Rex 
Tizravesh; sister Yolanda 
Coroy and husband Al Coroy 
and their daughter Lauren 
Robert Coroy; and sister Car-
men Hendrickson and hus-
band Stephen Hendrickson 
and their daughter Stephanie 
Herpin. She leaves behind 
numerous additional loving 
relatives and dear friends.
 While Patsy experienced 
success in every facet of her 
life, her greatest joy was in 
her family roles as wife to 
Ron, mother to her son Mark, 
son Sean and wife Beth and 
grandmother “Bia” to Benny. 
She was an active member of 
Canyon Lake United Meth-
odist Church where she was 
involved in several church 
ministries and also found 
time to volunteer in various 
Canyon Lake community ac-
tivities.
 Patsy graduated from the 
second class of J. Frank Do-
bie High School in 1971. She 
earned her A.A. degree in in-
terior design from San Jacin-
to Jr. College. 
 Patsy was a person with 
many talents. To name a few, 
she loved interior decorating, 
gardening, cooking, painting, 
kayaking, hiking, traveling 
and serving the community. 
Almost everything interested 
her. She had an artist’s spir-
it and loved to host gather-
ings of family and friends. 
As she moved through life, 
her love of fi ne arts was en-
hanced with technical talents. 
She retired from Boeing as 
an analyst in 2017, then soon 
after she and Ron moved to 
Canyon Lake. They thanked 
God often for placing them 
on the side of the hill in Can-
yon Lake, living their dream, 
not only in a beautiful part 
of Texas, but more so for be-
ing among so many beautiful 
people.
 The tragic and sudden 
loss of beloved Patsy has 
touched the grieving hearts 

Patricia 
“Patsy” Daniel 

Williams

of so many, almost without 
bounds. Those who knew Pat-
sy knew she was a dedicated 
advocate of pandemic safety 
protocol. With so many lov-
ing her, and knowing Patsy, 
her family seeks to carry out 
the visitation and memorial 
service through her eyes, the 
vision she would fi nd accept-
able, recognizing she would 
not want her fi nal moments to 
place any of those she loved 
in harm’s way. 
 A visitation welcoming all 
will be held Friday, April 16, 
2021, from 5 to 7 p.m. at Do-
eppenschmidt Funeral Home, 
189 N. Seguin Ave., in New 
Braunfels. Masks and social 
distancing will be required.
 In respect for Patsy’s 
wishes, a memorial service 
will be held for the imme-
diate family only April 17, 
2021, at 10 a.m., at Doep-
penschmidt Funeral Home in 
New Braunfels with the Rev.  
Michael Mumme offi ciating. 
 The family lovingly in-
vites all others who loved her 
and grieve her loss to join the 
memorial service via live- 
stream at the following link: 
https://youtu.be/UzZKluoE
hb0.
 On a date to be deter-
mined, an unencumbered, 
uninhibited event will be held 
with boatloads of hard hugs, 
a celebration of celebrations 
of Patsy’s life where all those 
who loved Patsy will be invit-
ed to share love, grief, hap-
piness, tears of sadness and 
tears of joy.
 Patsy was a loving ad-
vocate of all things relat-
ed to Community Resource 
and Recreation Center 
(CRRC) of Canyon Lake. 
Memorial donations may 
be made in her honor to 
CRRC at https://crrcofcan
yonlake.org/donate or to the 
charity of one’s choosing. 
 The family extends God’s 
blessings to all.

 Ellington Composite 
Squadron, local unit of Civil 
Air Patrol (CAP), is hosting 
a virtual open house at 7:30 
p.m., April 12.
 According to the Squad-
ron commander, Captain 
Brandon Hartman, the entire 
community is welcome to 
attend and learn more about 

Ellington hosts virtual open house
CAP.
 Members of the squadron 
will be present online to greet 
visitors and explain CAP’s 
missions for America.
 Ellington Composite 
Squadron’s virtual open 
house is part of the 80th anni-
versary Proud Past-Envision-
ing the Future observance 

designed to create a greater 
awareness of CAP’s presence 
and contribution to the com-
munity.
 CAP was founded on Dec. 
1, 1941.
 Registration for the event 
can be found online at https://
ellington.cap.gov/join/april-
2021-virtual-open-house.

FEMA aids winter storm victims

Morris Teacher of the Month

Morris Middle School congratulated Samuel Gieseke as Teacher of the Month 
for March. The school honored all his outstanding work through the school year. 
Shown above are, left to right, Jamie Otto, Allison Lewallen, Gieseke, Robin Cate 
and Alex Sanchez.   Photo by Lindsey Fagan

Morris honors paraprofessional

Morris Middle School recognized Vanessa Sauceda as paraprofessional for the 
month of March. Shown above, left to right, Jamie Otto, Vanessa Sauceda, Allison 
Lewallen.  Photo by Lindsey Fagan

Tri County meets April 13
 The Tri County Republican Women gather Tuesday, April 13, for the monthly meeting at 
Golfcrest, 2509 Country Club Dr., in Pearland. The group will host Loren Spivack, the Free 
Market Warrior. The meeting is free and begins at 10:30 a.m. Stay for lunch for only $15. For 
more information, visit online at http://www.tcrwtx.org.

as president with her quiet, 
yet strong leadership skills. 
She was a longtime member 
and deacon of the Kirkwood 
South Christian Church. Sel-
ma was also known by her 
many friends for her passion 
for quilting and as a bird en-
thusiast. 
 She loved being with fam-
ily, friends and neighbors.
 Selma is survived by her 
sons Paul and wife Vicki 
Johnson of Houston, Doug 
and wife Tracey Johnson of 
Colorado Springs; Greg and 
wife Carrie Johnson of Hen-
derson, Nev.; Jim Johnson 
of Pearland; and her broth-
er Bob Whayne of Clinton, 
Ky. Survivors also include 
nine grandchildren, four 
great-grandchildren and two 
stepgrandchildren.
 A Celebration of Life will 
be held Friday, April 9, 2021, 
at 10 a.m. at Forest Park East 
Funeral Home, 21620 Gulf 
Freeway, in Webster. 
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to a favorite 
charity.
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PISD candidates respond to Leader election questionnaire
 The following are respons-
es to the Leader’s Pasadena 
Independent School District 
candidate questionnaire. The 
answers are strictly the candi-
dates’ and have not been edit-
ed in any way. Candidates are 
listed in the order that they 
will appear on the ballot.

Position 1

Noble J. Alix Jr.
Pasadena ISD, Position 1
Age: 53
Occupation: Community 
Banker
Education: B.B.A. Business 
Management
Marital Status/Children: 
Married – Elboni (24 years); 
3 children
 What makes you best 
qualifi ed to serve the res-
idents of Pasadena ISD 
(background and reason for 
interest)? (100 words or less)
 As a Leader/Servant I have 
personally delivered school 
clothing and school supplies 
directly to area schools with-
out any red tape or stipula-
tions and in recognizing stu-
dents as the “Student of the 
Month” for their character 
and scholastic achievements.  
I have teamed with the faithful 
citizens to visit district school 
campuses to pray for the stu-
dents, faculty, and administra-
tion.   I’ve been a parent par-
ticipant on the School Safety, 
Strategic Planning, and Safety 
& Security collaborative com-
mittees.  Also, I served the last 
Pearland ISD Bond Initiative, 
which provided invaluable in-
sight in this vital area of any 
functioning school district.
 What do you believe is 
the role board members 
play in the success of the dis-
trict? (100 words or less)
 As a Board of Trustees, 
the board members are not 
charged with micromanaging 
each school and department in 
the district.  The School Board 
has one employee to manage – 
the Superintendent.  The role 
of the School Board is to hire 
the Superintendent and pro-
vide independent, informed 
consideration to initiatives 
brought for consideration to 
the board by the Superinten-
dent.  In addition, the board is 
to keep a broad vantage point 
and in recognizing that the Su-
perintendent is the CEO of the 
district and therefore direct 
all items of district business 
through the Superintendent.
 How long have you lived 
in the school district? (50 
words or less)
 I have lived in Pasadena 
ISD for 19 years. All of our 
children have attended PISD 
schools. Also, I have worked 
as a Community Banker with-
in the district since 2007 and 
with Pasadena-based Texas 
Citizens Bank since 2010.
 List your participation 
as a volunteer in Pasadena 
ISD schools, district, parent 
clubs and community and 
civic organizations.
  – Jump Rope for Heart 
(Moore Elementary) 2005 – 
2017
  – Field Day (Moore Ele-
mentary) numerous times
  – Thompson Inter. Foot-
ball Booster Club – Treasurer 
  – PISD School Safety 
Committee – 2018
  – PISD Strategic Planning 
Committee – 2019
  – PISD Safety & Security 
Committee – 2020
  – Upward Basketball 
(Head Coach) – South Main 
Baptist 
  – South Belt Elling-
ton Chamber of Commerce 
– Board; TECH Education 
Committee 
  – School Prayer Walk 
USA
 What do you see as the 
board’s roles and responsi-
bilities? (100 words or less)
 The board should be an ad-
vocate for public education at 
all times.  Each member has 
a responsibility to objectively 
evaluate the Superintendent’s 
initiatives based on what is 
best to advance the educa-
tional gains within the dis-
trict.  Board members have a 
responsibility to maintain an 
observational knowledge of 
the pulse of the district but do 
so without undermining the 
Superintendents leadership 
within the district.
 Do you support the cur-
rent Superintendent of 
Pasadena ISD? Why? (100 
words or less)
 I am very much a support-
er of Dr Powell as Superinten-
dent of Pasadena ISD.  As an 
observer I have seen our Su-
perintendent be knowledge-

able, informed, responsive, 
and an advocate for all things 
PISD.  I am impressed with 
her leadership.  Look no fur-
ther than how the administra-
tion, principals, and teachers 
are broadly positive and moti-
vated to perform to the best of 
their abilities.
 How do you view the rela-
tionship between the board 
of trustees and the district’s 
administration? (100 words 
or less)
 The Board of Trustees has 
one employee to manage – the 
Superintendent.  The Super-
intendent and administrative 
must be given the space to fos-
ter a creative, forward-think-
ing learning environment that 
leads to educational wins 
for all levels of learning and 
throughout the district. The 
Superintendent must respect 
the role of the board as eval-
uators of the Superintendent 
and the platform of ideas that 
they would be asked to con-
sider. As such the Superinten-
dent must welcome a healthy 
probing of ideas with the un-
derstanding that all sides are 
using the approach of “what’s 
best for the district”.
 What do you see as the 
biggest challenges facing 
Pasadena ISD? (100 words 
or less)
 The School Board election 
is a most pressing challenging 
facing the district. With four 
seats available, including two 
newly open seats, it is vital-
ly important that the voters 
support a slate of candidates 
to maintain stability and ex-
perience to manage the dis-
trict through the very import-
ant instructional challenges. 
Over this COVID year, all of 
the students and teachers have 
been faced with extraordinary 
challenges.  Stability in board 
leadership will be able to ef-
fectively evaluate and support 
strategies to identify and over-
come instructional setbacks 
and put support systems in 
place to meet the emotion-
al needs of both teachers and 
students.
 What are your thoughts 
about face-to-face learning 
versus virtual instruction 
during this ongoing pan-
demic? (100 words or less)
 My consideration is based 
on real world experience 
with this very issue. This is-
sue hit the very foundation 
of our home and, I’m sure, 
many other homes across the 
district and nation.  Face-to-
face learning is broadly the 
best option to achieve student 
achievement.  In the majority 
of cases you will fi nd that the 
student-teacher relationship 
is vital to the education and, 
just as important, to the social 
growth, emotional stability 
and self-worth of the student, 
to name a few. In addition, the 
wonderful opportunities to in-
teract with others including 
extra-curricular endeavors, is 
important to the development 
of well rounded students.
 If elected, what specifi c 
issues would you address in 
the district? (100 words or 
less)
 If elected, I would be an ad-
vocate for continued develop-
ment of the STEM curriculum 
as an important way to pre-
pare our students to be com-
petitive in a more technology 
based world.  I would champi-
on the continued growth of the 
Early College High School 
program as a means to giving 
PISD graduates an education-
al and  fi nancial leg up on their 
higher learning pursuits. Also, 
I will continue to be open to 
best practices and solutions to 
wholly ensure the safest envi-
ronment for academic learn-
ing.

Crystal Davila
Pasadena ISD, Position 2
Age: 27
Occupation: Secondary 
Math Teacher
Education: B.A. Math and 
Urban Studies from UT Aus-
tin, and a UTeach STEM 
Teaching Certifi cate
Marital Status/Children: 
Single/None
 What makes you best 
qualifi ed to serve the res-
idents of Pasadena ISD 
(background and reason for 
interest)? (100 words or less)
 I’m a product of Pasadena 
ISD having graduated in the 
top 10%. I came back to my 
community after attending 
UT Austin. I have been work-
ing at Pasadena for fi ve years 
and I have seen our district 
fail to provide reliable AC, 
quality drinking water, and a 
healthy and safe environment 
for our students. Students 
feel ignored by the district, 
teachers do not feel support-
ed, and support staff are paid 
poverty wages. Unlike our 
current leaders, I’ve been in 
the classroom every day of 
this pandemic. I know what 
our students, school workers, 
and their families are going 
through.
 What do you believe is 
the role board members 
play in the success of the 
district? (100 words or less)
 I believe board members 
have to be from the commu-
nity and interact with stu-
dents, teachers, and support 
staff in order to analyze what 
is needed and what is lacking. 
Every board member should  
be familiar with the needs 
of every school it serves. By 
creating a stronger evaluation 
system aiming to collect data 
of our schools, we can collect 
anonymous information from 
the perspective of principals, 
teachers, students, essential 
workers and parents. The 
Board members play a piv-
otal role in making informed 
decisions of addressing what 
is working and what needs 
transformation.
 How long have you lived 
in the school district? (50 
words or less)
 I grew up in Pasadena 
until I was 11. We moved to 
Pearland but relocated to Pas-
adena because we had  histo-
ry, family, and friends here. I 
attended UT Austin and came 
back to Pasadena in 2016. I 
have been a resident of Pas-
adena for  20 years.
 List your participation 
as a volunteer in Pasadena 
ISD schools, district, parent 
clubs and community and 
civic organizations.
 As the math club sponsor, 
I have helped the club par-
ticipate in Oktoberfest, Burn 
Sam, and to compete in math 
tournaments. Before taking 
over the math club, I was 
working with LEP (Limited 
English Profi cient) students 
who wanted an inclusive 
space to get ahead in their ed-
ucation.
 As a teenager, I would 
volunteer with San Juan Di-
ego Catholic Church until I 
moved away for college. In 
school, I enjoyed working 
and volunteering with the art 
club and french club.
 What do you see as the 
board’s roles and responsi-
bilities? (100 words or less)
 The school board role 
should be to address the 
needs of the students, teach-
ers and parents they serve. 
By addressing those needs 
the school board shall re-
search the best policies be-
ing practiced to resolve those 
issues. Another key role of 
the school board would be 
to bring in the necessary re-
sources that the most vulner-
able populations in schools 
need. The school board has 
the responsibility of approv-
ing certain organizations in 
providing services and there 
are many non profi ts willing 
to help. Another  responsibil-
ity of the school board is to 
be transparent of budgetary 
propositions and issues to the 
community.
 Do you support the cur-
rent Superintendent of 
Pasadena ISD? Why? (100 
words or less)
 Improvements can be 
made in the district and it’s 
the superintendent’s respon-
sibility. Many of the short-
falls are coincidentally on the 
north side of Pasadena, which 
is neglected by the school 
district. The handling of the 
school amidst the pandemic 

was disappointing. Teachers 
were left perplexed about the 
upcoming school year. The 
district sent a survey in the 
summer of 2020 but that is 
the only input teachers got. 
High-risk teachers were de-
nied working from home. 
Teachers who contracted 
covid-19 were pressured to 
return to school despite hav-
ing symptoms. These in-
stances show a priority not 
aimed towards students and 
teachers’ health.
 How do you view the 
relationship between the 
board of trustees and the 
district’s administration? 
(100 words or less)
 The relationship between 
the board of trustees and dis-
trict’s administration is vital 
to implementing the vision 
and direction to making our 
schools successful. The de-
cisions made with the board 
of trustees should refl ect 
the needs and wants of the 
community they serve. The 
district administrators role 
should be working to ensure 
those needs are being ad-
dressed. The correlation be-
tween these two entities must 
be the willingness to listen, 
serve and actively work to 
transform the greatest needs 
of our teachers, students and 
parents of our district.
 What do you see as the 
biggest challenges facing 
Pasadena ISD? (100 words 
or less)
 There are clear inequities 
in our schools depending on 
where you live. There are 
schools who do not receive 
the funding and care it des-
perately needs while others 
are thriving.
 Graduation rates are in-
fl ated but the district must 
take into account where 
students end up after high 
school. Are students on path 
to graduate college, in the 
military, or working mini-
mum wage jobs? We need to 
ensure our graduates are con-
tributing to our community to 
the best of their ability and 
the district is failing to pre-
pare them for life after high 
school. Pasadena ISD can 
start by offering trades.
 What are your thoughts 
about face-to-face learning 
versus virtual instruction 
during this ongoing pan-
demic? (100 words or less)
 The pandemic is still hap-
pening. Teachers and students 
were asked to come back to 
school without having prop-
er safety measures in place. I 
would have hoped our current 
leadership cared more for our 
lives and kept school virtual-
ly until students and teachers 
had received a vaccine. Virtu-
al learning although not ide-
al, was the safest way to keep 
our community safe from 
spreading Covid-19. I had 
one case where a student in 
my classroom had contracted 
COVID-19 and I was not no-
tifi ed by staff until weeks lat-
er. The school had put my life 
and my families life at risk.
 If elected, what specifi c 
issues would you address in 
the district? (100 words or 
less)
 I would propose an exten-
sive analysis of the state of 
our school buildings, ask staff 
about working conditions, 
and see where the priori-
ties should be. Our students, 
teachers, and support staff 
deserve mold-free buildings, 
with working AC throughout 
the year, and endless access 
to quality drinking water. 
 Our students should also 
have programs that will pre-
pare them for life after high 
school. Our schools push 
every student to a university 
path and allow the military 
to recruit students, but trade 
programs are lacking. Who 
doesn’t want their communi-
ty members to graduate high 
schools prepared to have sta-
ble and skilled jobs?

Noble J. Alix Jr.

Paola Gonzalez Fusilier

Paola Gonzalez Fusilier
Pasadena ISD, Position 1
Age: 34
Occupation: Licensed Pro-
fessional Counselor, Regis-
tered Play Therapist
Education: University of St. 
Thomas – Bachelor of Arts, 
Communications/Philosophy, 
Dallas Theological Semi-
nary – Master of Arts Biblical 
Counseling
Marital Status/Children: 
Married to Johnny, 5 Children
 What makes you best 
qualifi ed to serve the res-
idents of Pasadena ISD 
(background and reason for 
interest)? (100 words or less)
 I am a Licensed Profes-
sional Counselor and Reg-
istered Play Therapist (child 
therapist) with many years of 
experience serving residents 
of Pasadena ISD. I have pro-
vided mental health services, 
trauma therapy and crisis in-

tervention to countless indi-
viduals in our community. I 
offer a unique and valuable 
perspective as to the needs of 
our children, families, staff, 
and community, particularly 
as we navigate many diffi cult 
situations like natural disas-
ters and COVID. I am also a 
Pasadena ISD mom and stake-
holder supporting the growth 
and progress of Pasadena ISD.
 What do you believe is 
the role board members 
play in the success of the 
district? (100 words or less)
 Board members make de-
cisions on a broad range of 
issues, advocate for educa-
tional excellence, and ensure 
that the district is moving 
forward in a positive direc-
tion through a shared vision 
and by adopting policies that 
provide the framework for 
the school district. They are 
also stewards of the commu-
nity and approve a budget, 
approve some hiring, and 
contracts and expenditures as 
set forth in policy and placed 
on the board agenda.  School 
board members are responsi-
ble for the hiring and evalua-
tion of the superintendent.
 How long have you lived 
in the school district? (50 
words or less)
 I moved to Pasadena in 
March 2010 after I married 
my husband Johnny, a life-
long Pasadena resident and 
proud alumni of South Hous-
ton High School. We later 
moved to Dallas to attend 
seminary. In 2016, we moved 
back to Pasadena to raise our 
family.
 List your participation 
as a volunteer in Pasadena 
ISD schools, district, parent 
clubs and community and 
civic organizations.
 I have volunteered in Pas-
adena ISD schools through 
parent participation activi-
ties. I was a part of the Pas-
adena South Rotary where 
we honored Jr. Rotarians, I 
served as treasurer and on the 
scholarship committee. I am 
active in my church, speak 
at women’s conferences, and 
provide professional training 
to counselors. I have stayed 
connected at The Bridge 
Over Troubled Waters where 
I worked for many years, and 
volunteer in various ways as 
my sons play in Pasadena 
PONY baseball and Upward 
basketball. I am active in our 
adoption community and pro-
vide support and guidance to 
other adoptive families.
 What do you see as the 
board’s roles and responsi-
bilities? (100 words or less)
 Board members hold a po-
sition of public trust and their 
main concern should always 
be providing the highest qual-
ity education for all students. 
The board commits to a code 
of ethics set forth by board 
policy. The board works as a 
team to reach a consensus for 
the best interest of the district 
as a whole. Boards keep a 
district moving forward, im-
plementing policies and con-
tinuing the goals that lead to 
successful outcomes within 
the district.
 Do you support the cur-
rent Superintendent of 
Pasadena ISD? Why? (100 
words or less)
 I support Superintendent 
Dr. DeeAnn Powell because I 
believe that she has done an 
overall excellent job of repre-
senting our district and strives 
for the continued growth of 
our district in defi cient areas. 
As a board member, I would 
seek to work effectively with 
the superintendent and the 
board. I believe it is import-
ant for board members to 
work closely with the super-
intendent to develop and im-
plement the vision and goals 
for the district.
 How do you view the 
relationship between the 
board of trustees and the 
district’s administration? 
(100 words or less)
 The board of trustees hires 
the superintendent and the re-
sponsibility of administrative 
leadership and management 
of the operations belongs to 
the superintendent. Any con-
cerns the board may have 
should go through the super-
intendent in the form of pol-
icy agreed upon by all.  The 
board should seek to work 
together to effectively imple-
ment policies that improve 
the district and provide high 
quality education and ser-
vices that are guided by the 
best interest of students and 
staff in the district.
 What do you see as the 
biggest challenges facing 
Pasadena ISD? (100 words 
or less)
 Currently, one of the big-
gest challenges is providing 
face-to-face instruction to 
children that are struggling 
academically and emotional-
ly and providing the support 
services necessary for some 
of these students to succeed. 
Another issue facing Pasa-
dena ISD is declining enroll-
ment and continued compe-
tition with charter schools 
beginning as early as PreK.
 What are your thoughts 
about face-to-face learning 

versus virtual instruction 
during this ongoing pan-
demic? (100 words or less)
 Face-to-face learning has 
its benefi ts, particularly as it 
relates to socialization and 
mental health. Children ben-
efi t greatly from face-to-face 
instruction, one-on-one in-
struction with their teachers 
and from socialization with 
their peers. Many struggled 
with isolation and depression 
during lockdown and allow-
ing face-to-face instruction 
gave many children a return 
to some normalcy. I also un-
derstand the concern of many 
parents in the return to face-
to-face. I believe the district 
has given various viable al-
ternatives in virtual instruc-
tion for those wishing to stay 
in the virtual instruction cate-
gory.
 If elected, what specifi c 
issues would you address in 
the district? (100 words or 
less)
 Increased access to mental 
health services for students, 
families, and staff. Improv-
ing parent involvement and 
engagement to improve out-
comes for students. Improve-
ment of special education 
programming. Increasing 
student retention and pre-
venting the loss of students 
to other districts and charter 
schools in the area. Improv-
ing programming and attrac-
tiveness to parents as they are 
selecting Pasadena ISD as a 
premiere district for the edu-
cation of their child.

Crystal Davila

Mariselle Quijano

Position 2

Mariselle Quijano
Pasadena ISD, Position 2
Age: 49
Occupation: McDonald’s 
Franchise Owner
Education: Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration (Major in 
Accounting)
Marital Status/Children: 
Single/2 Children; Daughter: 
Sabrina 24; Son: Alexander 
21
 What makes you best 
qualifi ed to serve the res-
idents of Pasadena ISD 
(background and reason for 
interest)? (100 words or less)
 I have 12 years experience, 
serving as a Pasadena ISD 
Trustee, in addition to count-
less continuing education 
hours on school board matters 
and governance. Also, as a 
business owner of 27 franchis-
es, I manage large budgets, 
1,800+ personnel, marketing, 
payroll, accounting, mainte-
nance, facilities and construc-
tion, and regulatory compli-
ance. My accounting/business 
knowledge is extremely valu-
able in this role.
 What do you believe is 
the role board members 
play in the success of the 
district? (100 words or less)
 Our role is to ensure we 
are achieving our district’s 
goals and vision (set by par-
ents, community and educa-
tors): To empower students 
to become accomplished, 
self-directed, collaborative, 
lifelong learners who boldly 
contribute to an increasingly 
complex and evolving world. 
Additionally, we approve the 
adoption of a fi scally sound 
budget, while keeping the 
focus on what is best for all 
students top priority. We re-
view student achievement 
and district policies to en-
sure success for all. We hire 
and systemically evaluate a 
highly respected and knowl-
edgeable Superintendent. We 
work collaboratively with our 
“TEAM of 8”, bringing expe-
rience, knowledge, trust and 
mutual respect.
 How long have you lived 
in the school district? (50 
words or less)
 I have lived in the district 
for 37 years. I attended Park 
View Intermediate and grad-
uated from Sam Rayburn 
High School. Both of my 
children graduated from Pas-
adena ISD.
 List your participation 
as a volunteer in Pasadena 
ISD schools, district, parent 
clubs and community and 
civic organizations.
 PISD School Board Trust-
ee – Pos. 2; PISD Strategic 
Planning Committee Mem-
ber (twice); Pasadena Cham-
ber of Commerce – IMPACT 
Mentor and Member; Mc-
Donald’s Texas Invitation-
al Basketball Tournament 
– Title Sponsor and Steering 
Committee Member; Pasa-
dena Education Foundation 
– Advisory Board; Ronald 
McDonald House Charities 

of Greater Houston/Galves-
ton; PISD Future Facilities 
Planning Committee Mem-
ber; 2004 Bond Committee; 
as well as many school activ-
ities and organizations.
 What do you see as the 
board’s roles and responsi-
bilities? (100 words or less)
 This is quite simple. The 
board’s role and responsibil-
ities are clearly defi ned by 
the Texas Education Agency. 
We ONLY have one employ-
ee and that is the Superinten-
dent. “WE” are a TEAM of 
8. Seven board members and 
the Superintendent. Together 
our role is to: Adopt the An-
nual Budget and Set the Tax 
Rate; Adopt & Review Dis-
trict Policies and Monitor 
District Goals and Priorities. 
The board acts collectively 
by majority vote. Individual 
board members have no au-
thority and can only act on 
behalf of the full board (or 
district) if authorized by ac-
tion of the board.
 Do you support the cur-
rent Superintendent of 
Pasadena ISD? Why? (100 
words or less)
 Absolutely! The board 
nominated Dr. DeeAnn Pow-
ell for Superintendent of the 
Year.  Dr. Powell’s collab-
orative leadership style and 
dedication to student-fi rst 
decision making was demon-
strated during the Strategic 
Planning process that includ-
ed teamwork and cooperation 
of members from the board, 
community, parents, staff and 
students. She managed this 
by continuously communi-
cating to stakeholders the im-
portance of their contribution 
to the district’s ongoing qual-
ity-improvement process. Dr. 
Powell has also faced many 
challenging times and lead 
with compassion and grace. 
(Hurricane Harvey, Winter 
Storms, COVID-19, Virtu-
al Learning etc.) She exhib-
its exemplary and visionary 
leadership. Dr. Powell is a 
Pasadena HS graduate.
 How do you view the 
relationship between the 
board of trustees and the 
district’s administration? 
(100 words or less)
 The board does not work 
with administration in any of-
fi cial capacity. Our only em-
ployee is the superintendent. 
The operation of the district 
at the local level is a shared 
activity. The role of the board 
members and the role of the 
superintendent are different: 
The superintendent manages 
the day-to-day operations of 
the district, but must do so 
with the oversight, evaluation 
and management of the board 
and within the framework of 
policies and priorities, adopt-
ed by the board. The board 
does not work with other ad-
ministration in any capacity, 
as they report directly to the 
superintendent.
What do you see as the big-
gest challenges facing Pas-
adena ISD? (100 words or 
less)
 State funding, or the lack 
thereof, is always our biggest 
challenge. In addition, there 
are more required mandates 
from the state, with no addi-
tional funding, to incorporate 
those mandates, so it is up to 
local districts to fund these 
items. We continue to want 
to improve student success 
and fi nd ways to overcome 
performance gaps between 
students learning face-to-face 
and those who are virtual 
learners, due to COVID-19. 
See my reasoning in the ques-
tion below.
 What are your thoughts 
about face-to-face learning 
versus virtual instruction 
during this ongoing pan-
demic? (100 words or less)
 We need our students back 
in classrooms, where they 
can be more successful. Even 
though we trained 5,000+ 
teachers, 30+ hours of pro-
fessional development, in 
preparation for virtual learn-
ing and distributed comput-
ers/hotspots to every student 
in the district, students need 
to be in class, to be assessed 
and offered corrective and 
enhanced learning opportu-
nities. Virtual learning can 
lead to social and emotional 
isolation, as well as lack of 
self-motivation. Most homes 
lack proper resources (labs, 
libraries, gyms etc.). There 
are signifi cantly higher fail-
ure rates and often distrac-
tions in the home which do 
not allow students to focus on 
their work.
 If elected, what specifi c 
issues would you address in 
the district? (100 words or 
less)
 Our board and superin-
tendent have worked hard to 
provide new curriculums, ad-
ditional resources, and new 
partnerships to support our 
students, teachers and staff. 
In the next few years, I would 
like to see the initiatives we 
have started continuing to 
succeed. I would also hope 
that all students return to the 
classroom for instruction so 
that the district can meet the 
emotional, social and aca-
demic needs of each individ-

ual student ensuring their fu-
ture success.

Yen Huynh Rabe

Position 3

Yen Huynh Rabe
Pasadena ISD, Position 3
Age: 51
Occupation: High School 
Teacher
Education: Carnegie Mellon 
University, B. S. Economics 
and Industrial management 
(1991). Middlebury College, 
Masters in French (2013)
Marital Status/Children: 
Married, 1 daughter
 What makes you best 
qualifi ed to serve the res-
idents of Pasadena ISD 
(background and reason for 
interest)? (100 words or less)
 I am an educator with 16 

years of classroom experi-
ence. Whereas there are cur-
rently no educators on the 
school board. Thus, I am more 
in tune with the current issues 
and challenges facing fami-
liies and students.
 I am running because I 
care about the education of 
our students, not to promote 
myself. Unlike my opponent, 
I will not seek to name a PISD 
school after myself. This 
should only happen after one 
retires from the Board.
 What do you believe is 
the role board members 
play in the success of the 
district? (100 words or less)
 The role of the school 
board is to serve as a proper 
oversight of the adminstra-
tion, oversee spending of 
the budget which is $627M 
for this school year, to hire 
the superintendant and set 
policies for the district. The 
school board should also in-
teract with local business-
es, parents and community 
members for input and pro-
vide resources for students. 
How many hours did my 
opponent volunteered at her 
namesake school? Did she 
provide more resources to 
schools that needed them like 
Freeman Elementary, South 
Houston Intermediate and 
South Houston High School?
 How long have you lived 
in the school district? (50 
words or less)
 I have lived in the district 
for 17 years.
 List your participation 
as a volunteer in Pasadena 
ISD schools, district, parent 
clubs and community and 
civic organizations.
 I was an active parent and 
volunteer at my daughter’s 
schools. At the district level, I 
was the only educator on the 
Review Start Time Commit-
tee comprised of administra-
tors from all levels of schools. 
At Pasadena HS where I 
taught for 14 years, I was 
the sponsor for the French 
Club/ International Club. We 
participated in community 
events and I organized local 
and international fi eldtrips. 
These activities are important 
to teach students about toler-
ance and acceptance of other 
cultures.
 I am a member of Friends 
of the Library at Parker 
Williams Library, Pasade-
na, Southbelt and Greater 
Northside Chambers of Com-
merce.
 What do you see as the 
board’s roles and responsi-
bilities? (100 words or less)
 The role of the board is 
to provide an oversight of 
the administration, approve 
spending of the budget, hire 
the superintendant and to set 
policies for the district.
 Do you support the cur-
rent Superintendent of 
Pasadena ISD? Why? (100 
words or less)
 She was responsive and 
was a good listener at the 
beginning of her tenure. She 
even came to my classroom 
to visit. But recently, I tried 
to bring to her attention about 
providing students with an 
alternative source of quali-
ty drinking water. After do-
nating water to my former 
school, I was issued a base-
less trespass warning by her. 
This was a politically motiv-
iated stunt to intimidate me 
and slander my character.
 I would put this incident 
aside once I am a board mem-
ber to provide proper over-
sight of the administration 
and to make decisions for 
what is best for students.
 How do you view the 
relationship between the 
board of trustees and the 
district’s administration? 
(100 words or less)
 The Board serves as over-
sight of the administration. 
They should be at arm’s 
length. Instead, the current 
board serves as a rubberstamp 
for the adminstration, rath-
er than have real discussions 
before making decisions. 
This board often approves 
unanimously as is with the 
planned $27M adminstration 
building. This gives the ad-
ministration too much power 
when students, teachers and 
support workers do not have 
representation on the board. 
In turn, this creates a culture 
of self-promotion for princi-
pals rather than doing what 
is right for students. In past 
elections, I have witnessed a 
coordination of administra-
tors manning the polls for in-
cumbents.
 What do you see as the 
biggest challenges facing 
Pasadena ISD? (100 words 
or less)
 The district faces diffi cult 
challenges ahead in terms of 
the potential learning loss 
created by COVID. We need 
someone with the energy 
needed to face these diffi cul-
ties.
 What are your thoughts 
about face-to-face learning 
versus virtual instruction 
during this ongoing pan-
demic? (100 words or less)
 From this COVID pan-
demic, we see that students 
benefi t more from face-to-

face learning more than from 
virtual instruction. Face-to-
face learning is necessary for 
socialization, students’ men-
tal health and learning. As 
a district, we must work to 
make it safe to return back to 
face-to-face as soon as pos-
sible by providing teachers 
with vaccines, adequate sup-
port and resources.
 If elected, what specifi c 
issues would you address in 
the district? (100 words or 
less)
  – I would vote to rescind 
the wasteful $27M adminis-
tration building.
  – I would request a list of 
infrastructure and resource 
needs of our schools.
  – I would approve alloca-
tion of funds to those schools 
with the most pressing needs.

 Nelda Sullivan

Nelda R. Sullivan
Pasadena ISD, Position 3 
Occupation: Retired/Bank-
ing
Education: Business College
Marital Status/Children: 
Widow; 3 Children, Johnnie 
W. Sullivan, Charlotte Sulli-
van Dickerman and David C. 
Sullivan; Seven Grandchil-
dren and Sixteen Greatgrand-
children
 What makes you best 
qualifi ed to serve the res-
idents of Pasadena ISD 
(background and reason 
for interest)? (100 words or 
less)
 I have forty years of ex-
perience in banking and fi ve 
years as a legal assistant. It 
has been my pleasure to serve 
on the Board of Trustees for 
28 years. This has given me 
valuable experience pertain-
ing to the multiple programs 
and activities providing a 
strong educational base for 
each of our students. It is im-
portant to me to help make 
certain that Pasadena ISD 
maintains its prominence in 
the fi eld of education.
 What do you believe is 
the role board members 
play in the success of the 
district? (100 words or less)
 Success of the district de-
pends largely on the actions 
of the Board. Those respon-
sibilities include selection of 
the Superintendent. She is the 
only employee of the board.  
It is the responsibility of the 
Board to adopt/approve the 
budget. Work on the budget 
starts in early January for an 
August approval. The Board 
adopts/ approves policy by 
which the district operates. 
It’s important that the Board 
and the Superintendent have 
a strong working relationship 
for a district to be successful. 
Board involvement in com-
munity, civic and church ac-
tivities is vital part of setting 
an example of expectations of 
board members.
 How long have you lived 
in the school district? (50 
words or less)
 I have lived in the school 
district for over 50 years, in 
several areas of the district. 
All three of my children are 
graduates of Pasadena High 
School.
 List your participation 
as a volunteer in Pasadena 
ISD schools, district, parent 
clubs and community and 
civic organizations.
 Pasadena ISD Board of 
Trustees, Board of Directors 
HCA Healthcare Southeast, 
(formerly, Bayshore Medical 
Center) Pasadena ISD Bond 
Review Committee, PTA 
various schools, Invitational 
Basketball Tournament, Jump 
Rope for Heart, Pasadena Ro-
tary South, Soroptimist Inter-
national of Pasadena, Ameri-
can Heart Assn., Mt Vernon 
Civic Club, Boy Scouts of 
America (merit badge coun-
selor). All three of my grand-
sons are Eagle Scouts.
 What do you see as the 
board’s roles and responsi-
bilities? (100 words or less)
 The board only has one 
employee in the district and 
that is the Superintendent. 
Her performance is reviewed 
annually by the board on spe-
cifi c dates. It is the responsi-
bility of the board to adopt/
approve the district budget 
annually. Work on the bud-
get starts months prior to its 
fi nal approval. The Board 
approves/adopts policy by 
which the district operates.
 Do you support the cur-
rent Superintendent of 
Pasadena ISD? Why? (100 
words or less)
 Yes! I support our current 
Superintendent, Dr. DeeAnn 
Powell 1000 per cent. She 
fully accepts her responsibil-

Continued to Page 4
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Remember When
45 years ago (  1976)

 County Commissioner 
Tom Bass attended the fi rst 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills Little 
League Carnival.
 The 65-member Texas 
A&M Symphonic Band vis-
ited the Thompson Intermedi-
ate School Band.

40 years ago ( 1981)
 A man and wife operating 
a registered daycare center out 
of their Beverly Hills home 
were arrested for sex crimes 
involving children.
 A combination of in-
creased rates and rezoning 
boosted fl ood insurance rates 
600 percent over the previous 
year’s rate for most residents 
of Wood Meadow.

35 years ago ( 1986)
 Some 2,200 South Belt 
area residents received securi-
ty services as a result of Harris 
County Municipal Districts 
13’s joining the South Belt 
Security Alliance.
 San Jacinto College cele-
brated its 25th anniversary.

30 years ago (1991)
 South Belt’s future legacy 
as the home of the Brio toxic 
waste incinerator accelerated 
when a federal judge signed 
the Consent Decree.  Judge 
David Hittner signed the 
agreement between the Po-
tentially Responsible Parties, 
and the government denied 
intervention by Harris County 
and South Belt area groups re-
questing further studies.
 A nationally known su-
perfund expert said the South 
Belt area residents should 
push to have the Southbend 
subdivision declared a new su-
perfund site. Joel Hirschhorn, 
a 10-year chief investigator 
for the congressional Offi ce 
of Technology Assessment, 
said it was obvious the neigh-
borhood was both directly and 
indirectly affected by the Brio 
contamination and should 

had their windows down and 
keys in the ignition.
 The one year anniversary 
of Jonathan Barrica’s death 
was recognized with a cel-
ebration of the Mass at St. 
Luke’s Catholic Church.
 County Commissioner El 
Franco Lee, Constable Gary 
Freeman and Judge Jo Ann 
Delgado sponsored an Eas-
ter egg hunt at El Franco Lee 
Park.

15 years ago (2006)
 Kirk Lewis, acting superin-
tendent of Pasadena ISD, was 
named by the district’s board 
of trustees as the sole fi nalist 
for the position of superinten-

dent of schools.
 Tom DeLay, former House 
Majority Leader, decided not 
to seek re-election. He said 
he intended to relocate to his 
property in Arlington, Va.
 The International Festival 
was set to take place at San 
Jacinto College South.
 The Thompson National 
Junior Honor Society traveled 
to Austin to tour the state Cap-
itol, the Capitol Visitor’s Cen-
ter and the Bob Bullock Texas 
History Museum.
 J. Frank Dobie’s produc-
tion of “The Sound of Music” 
was nominated for six Tommy 
Tune Awards by Theater Un-

work to have the area placed 
on the National Priorities list.

25 years ago (1996)
 San Jacinto College’s sec-
ond chancellor, Thomas S. 
Sewell, died of heart failure.
 Dobie Academic Decath-
lon team traveled to Atlanta to 
vie for the national title.

20 years ago (2001)
 The Thompson Academ-
ic Team took a victory over 
Snowcrest Junior High of We-
ber County, Utah, with a score 
of 42-38 and advanced to the 
fi nal four.
 Five vehicles were re-
moved from the water at 
Windmill Lakes. All vehicles 

der The Stars.
10 years ago (2011)

  The Houston City Coun-
cil voted 12-3 to exempt area 
churches and schools from 
paying the Rebuild Houston 
drainage fees that voters ap-
proved the previous Novem-
ber. The exemptions would 
apply only to existing struc-
tures, as the fees would be 
required on all future expan-
sions and new facilities.
 A second arrest was made 
in the fatal shooting of David 
Davila, who was killed at 
11045 Fuqua. Alex 
Christopher Donez, 25, was 
charged with murder in the 

177th Criminal District Court. 
Jorge Alaniz, 28, had been 
charged the previous month 
with Davila’s murder. Police 
did not disclose which suspect 
was the triggerman.

5 years ago (2016)
 The South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Clear Brook City Municipal 
Utility District hosted the in-
augural South Belt Family 
Fun Event Saturday, April 
9, at Clear Brook City Park. 
The event featured a fun run/
walk, line dancing, infl atables, 
games, multiple demonstra-
tions and food trucks.

1 year ago (2020)

 During its online service 
Wednesday, April 8, Sagemont 
Church announced that Dr. 
Matt Carter would be coming 
to the area church “in view of 
a call” Sunday, May 17. If ac-
cepted, the new pastor would 
replace the founding pastor, 
Dr. John Morgan, who served 
Sagemont faithfully for 53 
years.
 Morgan had announced 
the previous year that he 
would be stepping down. 
Longtime South Belt resident 
and Sagemont teaching pas-
tor, Dr. Freeman Tomlin, had 
been delivering the church’s 
primary sermons since Mor-
gan’s retirement, while the 
executive pastor, Rev. Chuck 
Schneider, fi lled in as interim 
senior pastor. 
 Carter is the founding pas-
tor of Austin Stone Commu-
nity Church which began in 
2002. During his tenure, the 
church grew from a core team 
of 15 people to more than 
8,000 weekly attendees spread 
over six campuses and with a 
budget in excess of $24 mil-
lion. Carter holds a Master of 
Divinity from Southwestern 
Baptist Th eological Seminary 
and a Doctorate of Ministry in 
Expositional Preaching from 
Southeastern Baptist Th eolog-
ical Seminary. Carter assumed 
the position in June.

Groom & Board

281-484-9655

Exceptional Grooming at Common
Sense Prices

Tues.-Sat.
7am-6pm

BFBGrooming.com

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff of the Pasadena Inde-
pendent School District celebrate birthdays 
April 8 through April 14.

Atkinson Elementary
 Send a happy birthday greeting April 11 to 
Jessica Rocha.

Burnett Elementary
 Victoria Higgins enjoys a birthday April 
13.

Bush Elementary 
 Celebrate with a double-layer cake for 
Jennifer Martinez and Consuleo Patino De 
Alvarado on April 9. 

Frazier Elementary
 A special birthday greeting is sent to 
Yolanda Barrios April 9.

Genoa Elementary
 Join in the birthday celebration April 9 for 
Lisa Hance. Melissa Portilla enjoys a birth-
day April 12. Blow out the birthday candles 
April 13 for Melissa Martinez.

Meador Elementary
 Give a birthday shoutout April 8 to Maria 
(Lupita) Jimenez.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Remember to wish Robin Salinas a happy 

Bryan McDonald.
FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS

 Thursday, April 8: Adriel Rodriguez, 
Tricia Black, Alexander Restrepo and 
Ruth Scotton; Friday,  April 9: Greg Black, 
Jennifer Pareya, Victoria Grissom, Yvonne 
Longoria and Keith Harrison; Saturday, 
April 10: Mackie Caves, Cynthia Balderas-
Reyes, Jennifer Spray, Coby Bellamy, 
April Simmons, Kristina Koncaba, Traci 
Rothermund and Skip Fell; Sunday, April 11: 
Quinn Fox, Amanda Mancia, Dian Audas, 
Matt Black, Ra’Shondra Rae, Josh Bowser, 
Luke Ditta, Linda Rosas, Celina Monroe 
and Brandy Kennedy; Monday, April 12: 
Elysia Thomas and Shelly Little; Tuesday, 
April 13: Derek Rudewig, Stephen Webb 
and Laura Townsend; and Wednesday, April 
14: Derrick Leadon, Kesha Benford, Sean 
Allenberg, Deanna Morales and Michael 
Morris.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication. 
For birthdays, type “OTBF: Friends Celebrate 
Birthdays” in the subject line.

birthday April 8.
Melillo Middle School

 April 11 is the day for a fun celebration for 
Felipa Martinez. Light the birthday candles 
April 13 for Melissa Martinez. 

Roberts Middle School
 Share in the birthday fun for Alysia 
Mauricio April 10.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Send birthday greetings April 10 to Irene 
Malloy. April 11 is a day of celebration for 
Rene Nixon. The day for cake and ice cream 
with Jenny Hinojosa and Rachel Trader is 
April 13. Break out the birthday balloons and 
party favors April 14 for Michelle Lester.

Thompson Intermediate
 Remember to wish Jennifer Spray and 
Ashley Vercher a happy birthday April 10. 
Enjoy a double-layer cake April 11 with 
Araceli Cavazos and Lenora Dawson.

Dobie High
  Cheers for a happy birthday are sent to 
Andrew Barrett and Amrian Millard on 
April 8. Break out the balloons and party 
favors April 9 for Bryan Landry and Cody 
Blanchard. April 12 is the day for a double 
birthday celebration for Stacey LeBlanc and 
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sanitary sewer overfl ow is a 
backup and discharge of raw 
wastewater that can contam-
inate water, cause property 
damage and threaten public 
health. The most common 
causes of sanitary sewer over-
fl ows are blockages (caused 
by grease and wipes), waste-
water line breaks and fl ood-
ing (stormwater overloads 
the wastewater system).
 Low-income communi-
ties with higher numbers of 
sanitary sewer overfl ows and 
aging infrastructure will be 
among the fi rst priorities un-
der the consent decree. Hous-
ton’s wastewater system is 
one of the largest and most 
comprehensive in the nation, 
with approximately 6,000 
miles of wastewater pipes, 
382 lift stations to move 
waste due to Houston’s fl at 
topography and 39 wastewa-
ter treatment plants.
 Prior to negotiating the 
consent decree with the EPA, 
the city had already made 
signifi cant improvements to 
its wastewater system, and 
reduced sanitary sewer over-
fl ows as a result of billions of 
dollars previously invested. 
The Greater Houston Waste-
water Program, completed 
in 1997, proactively devoted 
$2.2 billion to approximately 
430 projects involving con-
struction, rehabilitation and 
new or upgraded pump sta-

tions.
 In 2005, the city also en-
tered into an agreement with 
the Texas Commission on En-
vironmental Quality to spend 
an additional $755 million 
to upgrade, clean and renew 
millions of additional feet of 
pipes and infrastructure.
 Entry of the consent de-
cree allows the city to for-
malize and build upon its 
ongoing work by devoting 
the necessary funds to con-
tinue wastewater assessment 
and rehabilitation programs 
over the next 15 years. A 
rate study being performed 
will account for any impacts 
on wastewater rates due to 
these improvements. This in-
vestment enables the city to 
reduce sanitary sewer over-
fl ows, protect public health 
and the environment, comply 
with federal and state laws 
and regulations, and improve 
the wastewater system for the 
long term.
 The city will also continue 
its Protect Our Pipes commu-
nity outreach program to in-
crease awareness on keeping 
fats, oils, grease and other 
items from going down the 
drain.
 For information and re-
sources on Protect Our Pipes, 
visit ProtectOurPipes.org.
 For information on Hous-
ton’s Consent Decree, visit 
www.publicworks.houstontx.
gov/wastewater-CD.

Turner announces 
wastewater decree

PISD candidates respond to Leader election questionnaire

Albert J Bledsoe
Pasadena ISD, Position 4
Age: 78
Occupation: Retired
Education: Bachelor of 
Science/Accounting, Minor 
Business and Economics; 
Paraprofessional Certifi cation 
from the state of Texas
Marital Status/Children: 
Married
 What makes you best 
qualifi ed to serve the res-
idents of Pasadena ISD 
(background and reason for 
interest)? (100 words or less)
 I have been an educator in 
PISD for 16 years prior to re-
tiring in May, 2020.
 I have worked with regu-
lar and Special Ed students. 
As a former educator I see the 
need of continuing to uplift 
and serve my community in 
the area of education and civic 
duty.
 What do you believe is 
the role board members 
play in the success of the 
district? (100 words or less)
 The board members 
should be well informed of 
the needs of the students, 
teachers and staff in order to 
make appropriate educational 
supervise decisions that lead 
to the success of the district. 
The success of the district de-
pends on a well supervised 
superintendent.
 How long have you lived 
in the school district? (50 
words or less)
 I have lived in the school 
district for 20 years.
 List your participation 
as a volunteer in Pasadena 
ISD schools, district, parent 
clubs and community and 
civic organizations.
 I was the President of the 
Parents Orchestra Organi-
zation at Pasadena Memori-
al HS, Member of PAEOP, 
Speaker for Career Day at 
Parks Elem, Participation in 
the townhall explosion meet-
ing.
 What do you see as the 
board’s roles and responsi-

Casey D. Phelan
Pasadena ISD, Position 4
Age: 47
Occupation: Police Offi cer/
Detective
Education: High School 
Diploma/USMC Honorable 
Discharge/Master Peace 
Offi cer Certifi cate
Marital Status/Children: 
I am married to an educator 
and we have 2 adult daugh-
ters; Lindsey a Texas A&M 
Graduate and Hailey a junior 
at Cornerstone University.

bilities? (100 words or less)
 The school board is re-
sponsible for establishing 
and evaluating goals for the 
district. The board hires the 
superintendent. The board 
should take the lead in ad-
vancing positive objectives 
toward the needs of students 
fi rst.
 Do you support the cur-
rent Superintendent of 
Pasadena ISD? Why? (100 
words or less)
 This has been a very chal-
lenging up and down year, 
that some decisions  we are 
supporting and some we are 
not like the $27M admin 
building.
 How do you view the 
relationship between the 
board of trustees and the 
district’s administration? 
(100 words or less)
 I view the need to work 
together for the betterment of 
the school district in all areas 
and to fulfi ll the potential of 
all the students.
 What do you see as the 
biggest challenges facing 
Pasadena ISD? (100 words 
or less)
 Pasadena ISD should be 
addressing the individual 
needs per school and bring-
ing them up to par for the 
equality of education for all 
our students.
 What are your thoughts 
about face-to-face learning 
versus virtual instruction 
during this ongoing pan-
demic? (100 words or less)
 Safety fi rst in all respects!!  
Although face to face learn-
ing would be ideal but safety 
dictates virtual instruction for 
the time being.
 If elected, what specifi c 
issues would you address in 
the district? (100 words or 
less)
 I would address safety for 
faculty and students by bring-
ing current schools up to par 
in all aspects. While giving 
our students the maximum 
educational opportunities.

Albert J Bledsoe

Position 4

Casey D. Phelan

 What makes you best 
qualifi ed to serve the res-
idents of Pasadena ISD 
(background and reason 
for interest)? (100 words or 
less)
 I am a lifelong resident 
of Pasadena and attended 
Pasadena ISD schools from 
Kindergarten through High 
School, graduating from Pas-
adena in 1992. I continue 
to play an active role in the 
community at church and 
volunteer for events. During 
my 22-year career with the 
Pasadena Police Department, 
I’ve specialized in working 
with children and cases in-
volving family violence. My 
passion is helping create a 
better community for all of 
our citizens. My unique per-
spective will serve our Board 
well in helping our district’s 
children and families by sup-
porting their mental health 
and safety and promoting and 
supporting academic success.
 What do you believe is 
the role board members 
play in the success of the 
district? (100 words or less)
 The Board must work as 
a cohesive team to support 
the work of the district. As 
a part of the team, the Board 
must work well with the Su-
perintendent at all times. It is 
vital to ask questions, under-
stand the Strategic Plan, and 
set high expectations for the 
district. Board members must 
actively communicate with 
the Superintendent, each oth-
er and listen to concerns ex-
pressed by community mem-
bers. Our district’s success 
lies in a positive working re-
lationship and ability to work 
together at all times.   There 
is no room for individual 
agendas on the school board.
 How long have you lived 
in the school district? (50 
words or less)
 Except for the six years 
I was enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corps I have 
spent my entire life living in 
the city of Pasadena.
 List your participation 
as a volunteer in Pasadena 
ISD schools, district, parent 
clubs and community and 
civic organizations.
 I have served as a guest 
speaker at numerous schools 
for many career days or spe-
cial events.  I have volun-
teered for school functions 
such as dances, fi eld trips 
and out-of-town trips for my 
children during their years in 
PISD.  I served on Booster 
Clubs for both volleyball and 
orchestra at Memorial High 
School. I have been a volun-
teer at Get Fit Jog for many 
years.  This past year, I vol-
unteered at the high school 
graduations to ensure our 
graduates had a positive ex-
perience despite COVID. I’ve 
attended every School Board 
meeting for the past 2.5 years 
to understand Board relations 
with the district. I have vol-
unteered with the Education 
Foundation as a participant 
in Dancing with the Princi-
pals. I also have volunteered 
with the Foundation’s annual 

Golf Tournament. I have vol-
unteered to support past and 
present Board elections and 
supported Bond elections to 
improve our schools. I serve 
as a community member for 
a campus improvement team 
in PISD.
 As an active member of 
South Main Baptist Church, I 
have taught 9th grade Sunday 
School for over 10 years. Ad-
ditionally, I serve our church 
by volunteering security 
services at different events 
throughout the year.
 I have worked closely 
with the Pasadena Chamber 
of Commerce events. While 
I worked with the K-9 unit, I 
often held demonstrations for 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and 
other student service organi-
zations within our communi-
ty.
 What do you see as the 
board’s roles and responsi-
bilities? (100 words or less)
 The Board’s primary re-
sponsibilities are to provide 
local governance and over-
sight of education in our 
community. Part of this over-
sight is setting policies to 
ensure we hold the district 
accountable. We are charged 
with hiring the Superinten-
dent and are responsible for 
routine evaluations of perfor-
mance. The Board, through 
the Superintendent, ensures 
the safety and security of all 
students, faculty and staff of 
the district. The Board mon-

itors and safeguards the dis-
trict’s fi nances and adheres to 
a fi scally responsible budget. 
The Board also sets the tax 
rate. As a team, we are re-
sponsible for ensuring suc-
cess of this district.
 Do you support the cur-
rent Superintendent of 
Pasadena ISD? Why? (100 
words or less)
 I support our Superinten-
dent, Dr. DeeAnn Powell.  
Under her leadership, the 
district has maintained a sin-
gular focus on students and 
staff, despite challenging cir-
cumstances during her tenure 
(Hurricane Harvey, ITC Fires, 
COVID). Our district contin-
ues to maintain a graduation 
rate above 90%, leads the 
country in personalized learn-
ing, and proudly has the larg-
est graduating Early College 
class in the state of Texas. The 
district was recently named a 
National Model Professional 
Learning Community at Work 
and has received a “Superior” 
fi nance rating 18 years in a 
row. Yes, I support this Super-
intendent and hope to contin-
ue this type of success.
 How do you view the 
relationship between the 
board of trustees and the 
district’s administration? 
(100 words or less)
 I’ve seen the Trustees 
promote open communica-
tion with the Superintendent. 
The Board is a team, and our 
Superintendent plays a vital 

Continued from Page 3
ities as Superintendent and 
completes each task with the 
enthusiasm that is required 
for a successful completion.  
In times of stress or tragedy 
she is the fi rst on site and the 
last to leave. Her strong edu-
cation goals are evident with 
a graduation rate of 90%.  She 
is equally concerned with our 
pre-kindergarten students and 
their success.
How do you view the rela-
tionship between the board 
of trustees and the district’s 
administration? (100 words 
or less)
 The board views their re-
lationship between trustees 
and the district administra-
tion as a partnership. It is the 
work of these individuals that 
help to make our district the 
successful district that we 
are so proud of. I believe the 
board of trustees and district 
administrators have a great 
relationship. We each respect 
the responsibilities and duties 
of each other and work as a 
team.
What do you see as the big-
gest challenges facing Pas-
adena ISD? (100 words or 
less)
 State funding (the un-
knowns), Getting our stu-
dents back in school for 
face—to-face instruction.  
Staffi ng needs and require-
ments. Pending repairs 
caused from the recent freeze 
and the damage caused to 

so many of our facilities. In-
creased costs of construction 
materials needed for repairs 
and construction of new fa-
cilities
 What are your thoughts 
about face-to-face learning 
versus virtual instruction 
during this ongoing pan-
demic? (100 words or less)
 Having grandchildren in 
four local school districts, it 
is my opinion that face-to-
face instruction (when possi-
ble) is best for our students.  
Some students that claim to 
be using virtual instruction 
are not following the educa-
tional requirements for this 
program. They are the los-
ers when the criteria is about 
learning. Hopefully, the vac-
cine will help bring our stu-
dents back to their campus 
for face-to-face instruction. 
Our school personnel have 
worked so extremely hard to 
help our students be success-
ful and they all should be giv-
en a special “Thank You” for 
their dedication.
 If elected, what specifi c 
issues would you address in 
the district? (100 words or 
less)
 Our district offers a fan-
tastic education to our stu-
dents. Our students can at-
tend technical programs that 
provided training with cer-
tifi cations that prepare them 
for the work force. Our Ear-
ly College High students 
who complete their course 

work, graduate not only with 
a High School Diploma but 
additionally with an Associ-
ate’s degree from San Jacinto 
College. Pasadena has more 
Early High Schools gradu-
ates than any other ISD in 
the State. If re-elected to the 
board, I pledge to continue 
to uphold the many positive 
programs in our district and 
review any new ones brought 
forward.

Continued from Page 1
ing everything we did out of 
fund balance for COVID, we 
still fi nished the year with a 
surplus of $7.7 million. She 
is confusing the funds. What 
she is referring to is a total 
governmental funds loss of 
$29 million, which is true be-
cause we fi nished Red Bluff 
Elementary (for students) out 
of the construction account. 
The construction account 
had a loss of $30.9 million. 
Also Child Nutrition had a 
loss of $5.7 million. Debt 
Service had a loss of $1.0 
million. When you add all of 
those funds up, yes we had 
a loss but it was for students 
and taxpayers. When I say tax-
payers, it is because we had a 
loss in Debt Service. We had 
a loss on that fund instead of 
raising taxes.”
 Merka added that the school 
district’s budget is set one year 
in advance and based solely on 
projections.
 “We always project on the 
low side,” Merka said. “And 
that’s just a projection. We 
project in advance but won’t 
get the money from the state 
for another year. While it 
might look like we’re running 
a defi cit, we’re actually adding 
to our fund balance. When we 
run expenses, we run on the 
high side. It’s just like a utili-
ty bill. I don’t think she (Rabe) 
understands how a budget 
works.”
 Merka added the school 

district’s actual funds rely on 
its average daily attendance 
and its appraised property val-
ues, which homeowners often 
successfully contest in their 
favor. We have projected a $16 
million defi cit for the current 
year,” Merka said. “However, 
that is just an estimate. Until 
we see ADA and protests from 
taxes, it’s just an estimate.”
 According to internal Pas-
adena ISD statistics submit-
ted to the Leader, the school 
district entered into the 2019-
2020 school year with roughly 
a $12.9 million projected defi -
cit but ended up with an actual 
defi cit of around $7.8 million.
 Further, Pasadena ISD offi -
cials said the school district’s 
current fund balance was in 
excess of $180 million at the 
end of 2020, more than $60 
million than it was at the end 
of the end of 2018. (See chart 
Page 1.)
 A former Pasadena High 
School teacher, Rabe has also 
focused much of her campaign 
on what she feels are the dis-
trict’s shortcomings in regard 
to making repairs to some its 
aging campuses.
 “We do not need this ex-
travagant $27M building when 
our schools are falling into 
disrepair,” Rabe posted on 
Facebook March 26. “The ad-
ministration insistence that we 
need this building shows over 
and over that their priority is 
not with the students. The stu-
dents’ needs must come fi rst.”

 Troy McCarley, Pasadena 
ISD associate superintendent, 
told the Leader, however, the 
district has completed multiple 
major projects to aging cam-
puses in recent years, despite 
the fi nancial challenges.
 McCarley noted the fol-
lowing campus improvements 
that have been made while the 
school district simultaneously 
added to its overall fund bal-
ance:

Chillers/AHU
 Garfi eld, Jessup, Sam Ray-
burn, Pasadena, Fisher, Park 
View, Williams, Morris, South 
Houston High, Pear Hall, 
PISD administration building, 
Bondy, Miller, Phillips Gym, 
South Houston Intermediate, 
Frazier, Burnett, Sparks and 
the guidance center.

New boiler replacements
 Frazier ES, South Houston 
Intermediate, Miller, Morales 
and Matthys.

Painting projects
 Pasadena, Melillo, Wil-
liams, Morris and Matthys.

New lighting projects
 Young, Burnett, Williams, 
Stuchbery, Golden Acres, Do-
bie, Memorial, Veterans Stadi-
um, Matthys, Strawberry Ag 
Barn and Braden Center.

New roof replacements
 McMasters, Jensen, 
Thompson, Beverly Hills, 
Garfi eld, Fisher, Parks, Turn-
er, Guidance Center, Meador, 
Sparks, Golden Acres, Ge-
noa, Jackson, South Houston, 
Braden Center (partial), Sam 
Rayburn (partial), Pasadena 
(partial), South Houston High 
(partial), Matthys (partial) and 
Bailey (partial).

Fire-alarm upgrades
 Bondy, Williams, Golden 
Acres and Pasadena.

New-fl ooring projects

 Williams, Freeman, South 
Houston High, Atkinson, 
Parks, Schneider, Bailey, 
South Houston Intermediate 
and Jackson.

Parking lot upgrades
 Park View, Williams Ele-
mentary, South Houston High, 
Morris and Sam Rayburn.
  Unaffi liated with either 
group, Paola Gonzalez Fusilier 
is also running in the Position 1 
race against Alix.
 While Areef Bhuyan had 
originally fi led to run against 
Phelan and Bledsoe, he has 
since dropped out of the race.
 “With some recent changes 
in our lives, I have decided to 
end my candidacy for School 
Board in Pasadena ISD,” Bhu-
yan posted on his campaign’s 
Facebook page, adding that 
he’s throwing his support be-
hind Fusilier. “With that, I am 
only endorsing one candidate 
for school board, Paola Gonza-
lez Fusilier for Position 1. 
 “She is the only candidate 
left in any position strong 
enough to run on her own and 
after meeting her, I am confi -
dent she is what Pasadena ISD 
needs.”
 Sunil Nepal also fi led to 
run in the Position 3 contest 
against Sullivan and Rabe, but 
at press time, it remained un-
clear if he was still in the race 
or not. 
 According to Pasadena ISD 
offi cials, he neglected to fi ll 
out necessary campaign forms 
with the state, and numerous 
calls from the Leader have 
gone unanswered.
 Early voting will begin 
Monday, April 19, and contin-
ue through Tuesday, April 27. 
 See related story on Page 
1. See related questionnaire on 
Page 3.

part. A thriving school district 
like Pasadena ISD requires 
open lines of communica-
tion. When the relationships 
between the Trustees and dis-
trict superintendent work co-
hesively, you can expect great 
things to happen, which is 
what you see now. As a new 
team member in this role, I 
will ask questions and ob-
serve our district. This Board 
has worked together well for 
years, and I hope to add to 
that through my willingness 
to learn and to advocate for 
all students.
 What do you see as the 
biggest challenges facing 
Pasadena ISD? (100 words 
or less)
 I think this district has al-
ready faced signifi cant chal-
lenges successfully.   Certain-
ly, Covid-19 and the learning 
gaps caused by students be-
ing out of school are current-
ly the most signifi cant. Stu-
dent and staff safety, along 
with academic success, are 
two things that will contin-
ue to be a priority. The dis-
trict will continue to focus on 
closing the educational gaps 
for our children caused by 
recent events. Pasadena ISD 
will strive to maintain the 
successful direction that has 
been laid out for the district 
and continue to lead the way 
in many areas.
 What are your thoughts 
about face-to-face learning 
versus virtual instruction 

during this ongoing pan-
demic? (100 words or less)
 I believe virtual learning 
served its purpose due to the 
circumstances we faced at the 
time. I also think in-person 
learning benefi ts our children 
in the district, so I look for-
ward to returning to the class-
room as quickly and safely 
as possible. I feel that virtual 
learning provided new pos-
sibilities and could be instru-
mental in the future with the 
proper supports for students 
and staff. However, we have 
learned that students, staff and 
parents need to be social and 
part of a school community. 
I am excited for the future of 
our district.
 If elected, what specifi c 
issues would you address in 
the district? (100 words or 
less)
 If I’m elected, I intend to 
continue the great relation-
ships between the Trustees, 
the district superintendent 
and the community. My focus 
would be to continue to sup-
port our district by focusing 
on issues and recommenda-
tions presented to the Board 
by the Superintendent. I want 
to learn as much as I can from 
the team, administration, par-
ents and students. I am excit-
ed by the opportunity to serve 
my community differently. I 
love our school district and 
our community and look for-
ward to supporting all stake-
holders through this role.

Separating fact from fiction
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SPORTS NEWS & NOTES

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 4/19/21.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

Texan Bank 
Texan Bank CARESCARES

N
Houston • Friendswood • Clear Lake

Sugar Land • River Oaks

WWW . T E X A N B A N K . C O M
(

SBA APPROVED

PAYCHECK PROTECTION
PROGRAM

LENDER

2021 SUMMER SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM 
AND EVENING CLASS 

REGISTRATION OPEN NOW 
FOR BOTH THE HOUSTON & PEARLAND LOCATIONS

Invest in yourself this summer! 
USA KARATE

1853 Pearland Parkway Suite #109
Pearland, TX 77581

832-736-9006   

We are fully licensed by Texas Health and 
Human Services. We follow all required 

health and safety protocols by Texas State 
Child Care Licensing regarding COVID 19.

PEARLAND 832-736-9006   HOUSTON 281-484-9006   KARATEUSA@ATT.NET   USAKARATESCHOOL.COM

USA KARATE @USAKarate2 usakaratetx usa_karate1

Call, email or message for information

11101 Resource Parkway
Houston, TX 77089

281-484-9006

Complete your course
during the 2021 season.

Call for more details and restrictions.  
Students receive a 10% 

discount on any gear 
purchases.

364 FM 1959 Suite D
281-741-9949 www.txdivecenter.com

Learn to Scuba Dive!
Only $300 including books (normally $400).

Local Delivery/ Curbside Pick-Up

281-369-9000
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.
Sun. - Thur.11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Fri & Sat.

Choose DAN’S to Dine!
20 Wings and Fries $18.99 

Every Day Carry-Out Specials $8.99
16-inch single topping or

12-inch 3-topping

 The 10th Annual Dar-
ren Lajaunie Memorial 
Tennis Tournament is set 
to be held April 30 through 
May 2 at the Harry Taylor 
Tennis Center as players 
are invited to take part in 
round robin singles and 
doubles play.
 Proceeds from the 
tournament go toward 
the funding of academic 
collegiate scholarships as 
well as youth tennis camp 
scholarships. 
 The scholarships for 
2020 were fully funded 
even as COVID 19 con-
cerns prevented the tour-
nament from happening.
 For 2021, the Lajaunie 
event has partnered with 
the Universal Tennis Rat-
ing program, and registra-
tion is encouraged through 
the system at www.myutr.
com. 
 Registration for UTR 
members is $35 for sin-
gles players and $45 
for doubles players and 
teams. For those who are 

not UTR members, the 
fees are $45 and $55, re-
spectively. Entry deadline 
is April 16.
 2021 competitors will 
receive a tournament com-
memorative T-shirt as well 
as a gift bag courtesy of 
the Lajaunie family. Tour-
nament organizers will 
also sell 2020 tournament 
T-shirts for a nominal fee 
of $5. There will also be a 
silent auction.
 For more information 
about the tournament, call 
event director John Thom-
as at 713-941-8631 or di-
rect email to Thomas at 
jtjohnjr@gmail.com.
 Tournament founder 
Camille Lajaunie accepts 
scholarship donations 
year-round, and the tour-
nament supports a racquet 
donation program. 
 For additional informa-
tion on how to assist the 
Lajaunie efforts, visit the 
Facebook site at Darren 
Lajaunie Tennis Scholar-
ships.

Lajaunie tennis event
is served up April 30

Entry deadline April 16

Pct. 2 now hiring
Sylvan lifeguards
 Harris County Pct. 2 
officials are now hiring 
lifeguards to observe Syl-
van Beach, with qualified 
personnel able to earn as 
much as $16 per hour.
 Applicants must pos-
sess a high school diplo-
ma or a GED from an ac-
credited institution, must 
have general computer 
skills and related software 
knowledge and have ac-

ceptable written and ver-
bal skills.
 Upon hire, persons 
must obtain an Open Wa-
ter Training certificate, 
and the Waterfront Life-
guard certification will be 
provided at no charge.
 Qualified individuals 
may visit www.HCP2.
com to apply. For addi-
tional information, call 
713-274-2222.

Longhorns sweep District 22-6A track and field championships

Wolverines, 6-1, stay atop 24-6A baseball
 Nothing is won or de-
cided just yet, but the 
Clear Brook varsity base-
ball program no doubt felt 
good about itself heading 
into the home stretch with 
the District 24-6A lead in 
hand.
 Brook, winners of six 
of seven in league play, 
first finished off the first 
half of league play with 
a 6-1 win over previously 
unbeaten Clear Springs.

 And with a 4-3 win 
over Clear Lake April 2, 
the Wolverines secured a 
series sweep over the Fal-
cons and kept the prover-
bial train rolling.
 A run for the Wolver-
ines in the top of the sev-
enth inning broke a 3-3 tie 
and led to a 4-3 win over 
Clear Lake as Ben Cogdell 
earned the win, fanning 
three in 1 1/3 innings of 
work.

 Leadoff hitter Landon 
Hunt went 2 for 4 and 
scored two runs, and 
Christian Whitehead had 
two hits and scored a run.
Ryan Dolezal had two hits 
and knocked in a run, and 
Cody Myers had a hit and 
drove in a run.
 In the 6-1 win over 
Clear Springs, the story 
was again Aaron Calhoun 
as the senior right-hander 
allowed four hits and a run 

while striking out seven 
and walking two in a com-
plete game effort.
 Joseph Lamm stayed 
hot of late as he had a 
hit, drove in two runs and 
scored another.
 Calhoun chipped in of-
fensively as he had a hit, 
scored a run and knocked 
in two. Myers had a hit, 
scored a run and drove in 
another.
 Heading into action 

April 9 against Clear 
Creek, the Wolverines 
figure to have Calhoun 
rested and ready to go as 
the team looks to contin-
ue what has been nothing 
short of a special stretch of 
games.
 Brook also owns a 
round one win over Creek.

Brook’s Dickson wins 100/200; areas next
 Junior Camryn Dickson 
was impressive as expect-
ed as she highlighted the 
Lady Wolverines’ per-
formance at the District 
24-6A Track and Field 
Championships March 31 
at Dickinson ISD’s Sam 
Vitanza Stadium.
 Dickson, a state qualifi-
er in the 100 as a freshman 
in 2019, is bidding to ad-
vance in both the 100 and 
200 as the area, regional 
and state championships 
lie ahead.
 At the 24-6A meet, 
Dickson won the 100 at 
11.78 seconds and scored 
the 200 win in a time of 
23.74 to move on to the 

District 23-6A/District 24-
6A Area Championships 
April 16 at Alief ISD’s 
Crump Stadium.
 At the district level, the 

top four finishers in each 
individual event as well 
as the top four finishing 
teams in each of the three 
relay events move on to 

the area round.
 While Dickson has been 
the big ticket at Brook this 
season, the Lady Wolver-
ines are sending others to 
the area meet as well. 
 Freshman Azayla Smith 
was a silver medalist at the 
24-6As as she clocked in 
at 1 minute, 00.15 seconds 
for second place.
 At 4:01.20, the Lady 
Wolverines’ 4x400 relay 
squad was runner-up to 
advance to areas as Dick-
son and Smith were joined 
by Ja’Delle Major and 
Amanda Benjamin.
 The KPRC Channel 2 
team visited Dickson and 
Lady Wolverines’ head 
coach Erica Alexander 
as part of National Stu-
dent-Athlete Day.
 Alexander, also a sprint-
er at Brook while in high 
school, won state gold 
medals in the 100, 200 and 
400 events during her prep 
career. Now, though, the 
focus is on Dickson as she 
takes aim at Austin.

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 Dobie’s superiority 
within the District 22-6A 

ranks shone through yet 
again as the Longhorns 
swept the varsity boys’ and 
girls’ track and field team 

championships March 31 
and April 1 at Deer Park 
High School.
 The Dobie boys got the 

job done courtesy of a true 
team effort from start to 
finish, taking gold medals 
in six individual events –

two each from Jeremiah 
Ballard and Alberto Cam-
pa.
 The Lady Longhorns, 

meanwhile, used a victory 
in the 4x400 relay final to 
outdistance host Deer Park 
for the girls’ champion-

ship. 
 Overall, Dobie will 
send 39 qualifying ath-
letes on to the District 21-

6A/District 22-6A Area 
Championships April 15 at 
Galena Park ISD Stadium 
as the road to the Region 
III and UIL State Champi-
onships moves ahead.
 At the district level, the 
top four finishers in all in-
dividual events as well as 
the top four teams from 
each of the three relay 
events qualify to advance 

to the area level.
 It all began at Deer Park 
as the Dobie programs en-
joyed one of their finest 
moments in recent mem-
ory courtesy of the team 
sweep.
 The drama of the en-
tire meet was delivered 
in the last event in the 
girls’ division as Dobie’s

Continued on Page 6

Lady Horns’ softball
eyes closing stretch
 Ashley Napper had a 
big RBI triple and went on 
to score the game-winner 
on an error as the Dobie 
varsity softball team edged 
Channelview 3-2 April 1 
at Dobie High School.
 Channelview led 2-1 

before the Lady Long-
horns’ late-game heroics 
as Kristen Barba led off 
the bottom of the seventh 
with a double and was 
replaced on the bases by 
Claire Ramirez.

Continued on Page 6

Jasmin Benitez (2) has had a big year offensively as 
the Lady Longhorns have held down second place to 
this point in the season with five games to go. At 16-8 
overall, the locals are aiming to finish strong before 
the postseason begins.           Photo by Gloria Wallace

At right, the Lady 
Longhorns’ 4x400-me-
ter relay team of, left 
to right, Ambreon 
Jones, Sophia Perez, 
Amari Singleton and 
Mia Sanchez, clocked 
in at 4 minutes, 17.82 
seconds to earn 20 
team points at the 
District 22-6A Track 
and Field Champi-
onships at Deer Park 
High School. The re-
lay win broke a tie 
with the host Deer and 
gave Dobie the overall 
team championship 
with 179 points. The 
District 21/District 22 
Area Championships 
are April 15 at Gale-
na Park ISD Stadium 
as the top four indi-
vidual event and relay 
races from the respec-
tive districts go head-
to-head for a chance 
to reach the Region III 
Championships later 
this month at Turn-
er Stadium in Hum-
ble. As for Dobie, the 
Longhorns have 39 
qualifi ers headed to 
the area champion-
ships.
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Dobie’s Casas, McDonald advance to Region III golf tournament
At right, Dobie varsi-
ty golfers Noemi Ca-
sas (second from left) 
and Kyle McDonald 
(third from left), both 
seniors, are continu-
ing their fi nal seasons 
with the Longhorns at 
the Region III Cham-
pionships. The pair 
qualifi ed for regionals 
by scoring individual 
medalists’ honors at the 
District 22-6A Cham-
pionships. McDon-
ald had back-to-back 
rounds of 86 and Ca-
sas followed an open-
ing-round 92 with a 95 
as the District 22-6A 
Championships were 
held at Pasadena Mu-
nicipal Golf Course. 
With the pair are Do-
bie golf coaches Gilbert 
Ponce (left) and Kev-
in Cross (right). The 
Class 6A Region III 
Championships are at 
Gleannloch Pines GC 
in Spring, April 19-20 
for girls and April 21-
22 for boys’ play.

Dobie graduate Alexis Perez had a remarkable start to her collegiate links 
career at Kutztown University as she scored a hole-in-one on her way to tak-
ing home fi rst place at the Jefferson Tri-Match late last month. Playing at 
Union League Liberty Hill golf course in Lafayette Hill, Pa., Perez aced the 
Par 3 164-yard 14th hole as she fi nished with a single-round 80 for top med-
alist honors. It is believed to be just the fourth ever hole-in-one in the 21-
year history of the Kutztown program. For her efforts, Perez was named the 
Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference Women’s Golf Athlete of the Week. 
Perez is studying business administration at Kutztown University.

Kutztown University photos 

Perez aces debut at Kutztown golf

Southeastern Louisiana University’s Kailin Newsome was named the 2020 
Southland Conference Volleyball Freshman of the Year after the Class of 
2020 Clear Brook High School graduate led the Lady Lions to a third-place 
fi nish in Southland Conference play. She also earned fi rst team all-confer-
ence honors. Newsome made an immediate impact for Southeastern, pushing 
the Lady Lions to the tournament’s No. 3 seed on the way to earning her 
postseason honors. Newsome has been an explosive component of the potent 
Southeastern Louisiana offense, leading the circuit in overall kills (261) while 
ranking second in kills per set (4.14) and points (280.5). She has recorded 
double-doubles in each of her last 10 matches and has 11 overall this season.
 The Lady Lions, 11-4 overall, are guaranteed their fi rst winning season 
since 2002 and knocked off fi rst-place Stephen F. Austin earlier this month, 
snapping their 42-match Southland regular-season winning streak. A four-
year varsity letterwinner, Newsome was the 2019-2020 District 24-6A Most 
Valuable Player after leading the Lady Wolverines to the league champion-
ship. She is also the program’s all-time kills leader.

Photos by Randy Bergeron/SLU Athletics

Newsome Freshman of the Year at Southeastern Louisiana volleyball

 District 22-6A frontrun-
ners Dobie and Deer Park 
went head-to-head in the 
fi rst of two back-to-back 
varsity baseball games with 
the eventual championship 
very much in the balance.
 The Longhorns host-
ed the Deer April 6 at Do-
bie after press time having 
jumped out to a 5-0 start in 
league play, with the Deer 
just a step back at 4-0.
 Dobie, winners of fi ve 
straight games overall to get 
to 9-9-3 overall, walked off 
Pasadena 5-4 April 1 on an 
RBI single by Gavin Carril-
lo in the bottom of the sev-
enth inning, just after the 
Eagles had tied things at 4-4 
in the top half of the frame.
 Colton Cox, who had 
two hits in the game for Do-
bie, struck out to open the 
bottom of the seventh but 
reached as the pitch eluded 
the Pasadena catcher.
 Pinch runner Tristan So-
ria went to second and ad-
vanced to third base on a 
wild pitch. The bases were 
eventually loaded before 
Carrillo’s single scored So-
ria and kept the Longhorns 

perfect in District 22-6A 
play.
 Manuel Contreras 
watched as the Eagles 
scored twice in the top of 
the seventh but earned the 
win as his team rallied late.
 Dobie’s Noah Torres, 
who in the past few days 
announced via Twitter that 
he will play collegiately at 
Bossier Parish Community 
College, went 3 for 3 in the 
game at the plate.
 Cox had two hits, scored 

a run and drove in another, 
while Juan Estrada had a 
hit, scored a run and also 
knocked in a run.
 While the Longhorns 
had seen many things go 
their way through fi ve Dis-
trict 22-6A games, Deer 
Park had little trouble keep-
ing pace.
 In series against South 
Houston and Rayburn, Deer 
Park went 4-0, outscoring 
their opponents by a com-
bined 42-1. 

22-6A-leading Longhorns
take on rival Deer Park

Continued from Page 5
 Napper, who had tri-
pled earlier in the game, 
rocketed a shot to left to 
score Ramirez for the tie 
and dashed home on an 
error by Channelview’s 
Alyssa Moreno to end the 
game.
 Karlie Barba pitched 
the sixth and seventh in-
nings to earn the win for 

Dobie baseball 
at Deer Park Deer

Fri., April 8, 7 p.m.
Deer Park High School

Dobie track and field rolls to District 22-6A team title sweep
Continued from Page 5
season-best of 4 minutes, 
17.82 seconds was plen-
ty good enough to win 
the 4x400 relay, giving 
the Lady Longhorns 179 
points for the meet, four 
better than Deer Park.
 Jonathan Jean grabbed 
an early gold medal and 
10 team points for his vic-
tory of 22.51 in the 200.
 The Longhorns dom-
inated things in the 400, 
earning each of the top 
three qualifying spots and 
24 team points. 
 In that one, Dobie’s 

Tyquareis Irchirl won at 
51.37, with teammates 
Damian Garcia (51.97) 
and Zach Wallace (52.55) 
third, respectively.
 Campa, the star of the 
boys’ cross-country sea-
son in District 22-6A, 
had little trouble moving 
ahead in the 1,600- and 
3,200-meter events.
 A time of 4:27.45 gave 
Campa the gold medal in 
the 1,600, with teammate 
Jhancarlos Carpio fourth 
at 4:36.40. 
 Doubling up the dis-
tance, Campa took the win 

at 3,200 meters in a time 
of 10:15.55, with Carpio 
third at 10.24.44.
 Ballard, headed to the 
University of Texas-El 
Paso to continue his foot-
ball career, kept his final 
high school track and field 
season rolling with vic-
tories in the 110 and 300 
hurdles.
 Ballard championed the 
110 hurdles at 15.47 and 
also won the 300 hurdles 
at 41.26 to move on to 
the area championships in 
both.
 Teammate Emmanuel 

Drain came in at 43.78 for 
fourth place in the 300s to 
advance.
 In other events, Jean 
also advanced in the 100 
as his time of 11.22 was 
third, and Travis Webb 
advanced as a fourth 
place finisher in the 800 at 
2:10.02.
 A top throw of 118 feet, 
5 3/4 inches will send Do-
bie’s Richard Gary to the 
area meet in the discus as 
he was third in 22-6A. 
 Dobie juniors Antonio 
Lopez (42-1) and Dakarey 
Ramsey (41-4 3/4) went 

3-4 at district to advance 
in the shot put, and soph-
omore Jeremiah Jackson 
advanced to areas as part 
of the mix in the triple 
jump as his best of 41-6 
was fourth.
 In the girls’ division, 
the Lady Longhorns’ over-
all team speed was on dis-
play throughout. 
 In addition to the relay 
success, Dobie also had 
gold-medal victories in 
four total events.
 The fun began in the 
100 and 200 events as 
Dobie’s Deiara Jackson 
won the 100 with a time of 
13.07, narrowly topping 
teammate Briana Hay-
wood, who was second at 
13.08.
 Haywood came back at 
27.01 for the 200 champi-

onship as teammate Den-
im Boone was third with a 
clocking of 27.50.
 Four-year standout Am-
ari Singleton was the Dis-
trict 22-6A champion at 
the 800 distance with her 
clocking of 2:27.92, with 
senior Grace Castaneda in 
at 1:04.88 for fourth place.
 Dobie’s Ambreon Jones 
controlled the action in the 
300 hurdles with her quick 
time of 47.19, and she also 
qualified to move on in the 
high jump with a third-
place effort of 4-6.
 Dobie saw Natalie On-
ozie (15-6) and Jordyn 
Ridge (15-5) go second 
and third, respectively, in 
the long jump. 
 Jocelyn Olivares of Do-
bie had a big contribution 
as her time of 5:38.83 was 

second in the 1,600, and a 
time of 12:46.94 was third 
in the 3,200 event. Izzy Pa-
dilla also advanced to the 

area championships with a 
clocking of 12:49.94.
 Mia Sanchez grabbed 
third place in the 400 with 

a time of 1:04.82 to move 
on the area championships 
as she helped out individu-
ally.

Dobie softballers win;
22-6A title is possible

the Lady Longhorns.
 Kristen Barba had a 
grand slam and drove in 
five runs to lead the Lady 
Longhorns to an 11-1 vic-
tory over South Houston.
 With five district games 
remaining heading into 
play April 6 after press 
time, Dobie was 16-8 
overall and 6-1 in District 
22-6A play.

At left, the Lady Longhorns’ 4x100-meter relay 
team of, left to right, Ambreon Jones, Donyea 
Porter, Deiara Jackson and Briana Haywood put 
together a win to earn 20 team points at the Dis-
trict 22-6A Track and Field Championships at 
Deer Park High School. The relay win was part 
of a three-event relay sweep for the team champi-
on Lady Longhorns. The area championships are 
April 15 at Galena Park. 

 Lutheran South Academy graduate and University 
of Texas senior Marleen Guerrero won Section B of 
the women’s high jump with a personal-best clearance 
of 1.79m/5-10.5. The senior’s mark ties her for eighth 
place on Texas’ top outdoor performers list and moves 
her to No. 3 in the NCAA this season among marks 
posted prior to this weekend.

Guerrero excels at UT



ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

76 Dobie Grad
9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

April 8, 2021, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Page 7

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

LEADER READERS
HELP 

WANTED

LAWN & GARDEN
Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 

& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician, Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 4-22

GARAGE SALE 
11526 SAGEPARK. Sat., 
April 10, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
One Day Only. Everything 
Must Go! Priced to Sell! 
You Better Hurry! 4-8
11047 HEATHER TRAIL 
DR. Bridgegate Subdivi-
sion. Sat., April 10, 7:30 
a.m. - 2 p.m. Multifamily 
garage/moving sale. 
Furniture, housewares, 
clothes and more. Good 

stuff for decent price! 4-8
MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE. Four plots at 
the South Park Cemetery 
in Pearland. Beautiful 
area. $17,000 + $300 
transfer fee. Call 713-
443-5624, and leave 
message. 4-8

PETS
FREE PUPPIES. 3 
females and 1 male. 
Please text - 713-454-
3527. TF

SERVICES
CARPENTER/ HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. Robert 281-
948-8887. 4-22

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Support

Leader

Advertisers

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$50 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

GENERAL SERVICES. 
Exterior/interior painting, 
Sheetrock repair, wood 
fences, pressure wash-
ing and more. Affordable 
prices. Free estimates. 
Call Ruben 832-406-
0183.  4-8
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.’s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 4-8

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

 Professional Trimming, 
Shaping, Removal, Grass 

Installation, Mulching

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Licensed, Insured, 
Affordable

• Free Estimates •

Support Leader 
Advertisers

CALENDAR

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281-485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

SUPPORT LEADER ADVERTISERS

of NA, open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 
518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth 
building). For details, call 713-661-4200 or visit 
www.hascona.com or visit https://nastuff.com/.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – All in-person 
events are canceled at this time. All services will 
be performed online. To join the 7 p.m. Friday 
night service or the 9:30 a.m. Saturday service, 
email President@Shaarhashalom.org for the 
link. 

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at 
CrossRoads UMC Fridays, 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. Family members and friends of problem 
drinkers/addicts share, learn Al-Anon principles 
and discover choices available. Call 281-484-
9243.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at 
CrossRoads UMC on Wednesday, Friday and 
Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-
484-9243.

SATURDAY,  APRIL 10
7:30 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” See 
Thursday’s notice.

9:30 A.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – See Friday’s 
notice.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – 
For women affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
room #111. Call 281-487-8787, drop in or visit 
https://www.houstonalanon.org/ for additional 
information.

SUNDAY,  APRIL 11
8 p.m.

AA – meeting at CrossRoads UMC. See Friday’s 
notice.

MONDAY,  APRIL 12
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Literature Study. In His 
Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. 
Call 409-454-5720 for additional information or 
visit https://www.houstonalanon.org/.

Noon
AA – Imperfect Nooners. See Thursday’s notice.

6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Toastmasters – The Young Professionals 
Southeast Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets 
on a virtual site at https://youngprofession
alstoastmasters.com/. To be a guest, select the 
“contact us” button on the toastmasters’ home 
page to obtain access. For more information, 
contact Karen Nunn at 832-722-9061 or Carolyn 

It is advisable to verify if face-to-face meetings 
are being held. For Alcoholics Anonymous, visit 
https://aahouston.org/meetings; for Narcotics 
Anonymous (NA) meetings, visit www.hascona.
com; for Al-Anon meetings, visit https://www.
houstonalanon.org/online-meetings.html.
NOTE: Clear Lake Bridge Club – The club is 
currently closed. Visit https://acblunit174.org/
clearlak/clean-blue-working/clearlake.html for 
games or email at jpochsner@aol.com.

THURSDAY,  APRIL 8
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday 
through Friday, 7 a.m., and Saturday at 7:30 a.m. 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or visit https://aahous
ton.org/meetings/ for additional information.

7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Thurs-
days at 7:30 a.m. either at Pearland Chamber 
of Commerce, 6117 Broadway St., Pearland, 
or online on Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/81372891968. Meeting ID: 813 7289 1968. 
Details are on Pearland Chamber of Commerce 
website under calendar.

9:30 a.m.
NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse – Meets 
at Praise Chapel, 18516 Hwy. 3 in Webster, 
remembering Yom HaShoah Holocaust 
Memorial Day. For additional information, call 
281-910-1971 or visit aglownet.org.

11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network – 
American Business Women’s Association meets 
at Big Horn BBQ, 2300 Smith Ranch Rd, 
Pearland. Lunch is 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. ($20 
cash or check). Includes networking with profes-
sional business women. Women of all ages/
occupations invited. Bring business cards. 
Reservations appreciated. Visit www.seen
abwa.org.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect 
Nooners Group, 3525 Broadway, Pearland, or 
online at https://aahouston.org/meetings/imper
fect-nooners. Call 713-686-6300 for information.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, 
open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church. Call 713-
661-4200 or visit https://nastuff.com/.

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
7 a.m.

AA –“Breakfast With Bill” See Thursday’s notice.
7 p.m.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group 

Carmichael at 832-372-3565.
7 p.m.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #0683 
Friendswood chapter meets at the Friendswood 
Methodist Church, 110 N Friendswood Dr. in the 
educational bldg., room 201. For information, 
call Lynette Ringrose at 832-858-4617.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s 
12-Step Recovery, open meeting, education 
Bldg., room 4,11011 Hall Rd. Call Jesse at 832-
725-8479 or Rita at 281-309-2801.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group. 
See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY,  APRIL 13
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” See 
Thursday’s notice.

10 a.m.
CCART – The Clear Creek Association of Re-
tired Teachers has scheduled a virtual meeting 
with CCART member Barbara Whelton sharing 
“Writing Your Life Story-Your Legacy.” The virtu-
al meeting will begin at 10 a.m. For membership 
renewal forms and instructions, visit Facebook 
site at ClearCreekART or type in Clear Creek 
Association of Retired Teachers. If one pre-
fers, one can request information via Gmail at 
1986ccart@gmail.com. All Texas-retired school 
employees from the area are invited. Annual 
dues are $50.

10:30 a.m. social/ 11 a.m. meeting
Tri County Republican Women – meetings are 
at the Golfcrest Country Club, 2509 Country 
Club Dr., Pearland. Lunch available for $15. 
Exact cash or check requested. To RSVP, visit 
https://tcrwtx.org/ or call Susan Hooper at 832-
723-7671. Loren Spivack is the guest speaker. 

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect 
Nooners. See Thursday noon notice.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group. 
See Friday’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” See 
Thursday’s notice.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect 
Nooners. See Thursday’s noon notice.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group. 
See Friday’s notice.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – CrossRoads UMC 
meeting. See Friday’s notice.

25 words: Personal: $8 for 
1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 
Business: $10 for 1 week/

 $27 for 3 weeks

281-488-3362
Eco-Pest, Inc.

PEST

TM

ARRESTERS

Good Driving Record Required. Background 
Check. Experience Preferred. Will Train.

PEST CONTROL TECHNICIAN

DIXIE DELI NEEDS
After school student that is ebay savey, 

to run ebay account
Apply in person after 3 p.m.

364-A  FM-1959

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing

One stop for all your 
printing needs

11555 Beamer        281-484-4337

HOME SERVICES
Fencing, Doors, House Painting 

& Handyman Services
No Job too Small Justin 713-515-3781 

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available
TACLB002755C

*Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba

Call for Free Estimates.

A/C Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

Advertise
In The
Leader



sales experience, 
serving the ma-
jority of that time 
in management 
for AllHere Ed-
ucation, School 
Innovations and 
A c h i e v e m e n t 
and John Wiley 
& Sons. Over 
the years, Rouse 
has volunteered 
for several ed-
ucational and 
nonprofi t orga-

nizations, including serving as a member of 
the board of trustees for the San Jacinto Col-
lege District and as an advisory board mem-
ber for the Smahrt Girl Foundation. Rouse 
has served Pasadena ISD as a team mom for 
several of her son’s activities, including men-
toring and coaching in the Leaders of Tomor-
row program. She has volunteered for several 
nonprofi t organizations including Making it 
Better Texas.org and Yellowstone Academy 
and tutors at New Covenant Church. Rouse is 
a proud ambassador for the Houston Texans as 
a member of the Cheerleaders Alumni Organi-
zation.

Col. William Smith – Class of 1970
 After graduating from Dobie High School 
in 1970, William Smith went on to attend the 
University of Texas at Austin, along with the 
Marine Corps Offi cer Candidates School. 
Upon his graduation in 1974, Smith was com-
missioned as a Marine second lieutenant. 
A few months later in 1975, he participated 
in the raid on Koh Tang Island Cambodia to 
recover the SS Mayaguez and crew, the last 
combat operation of the war in southeast Asia. 

as vice president of 
sales at CT Design 
and Equipment, a 
food and beverage 
service fi rm in In-
dianapolis.

Barry Harris – 
Faculty

 Barry Harris 
made an impact 
on every student as 
an English teach-
er at Dobie for 20 
years. He gave his 

& Field News. His achievements in track 
and cross-country didn’t end there. Twice 
during his running days at Rice, he won the 
NCAA title in the indoor 1,000 meters, earn-
ing All-American honors in the process. Out-
doors, he won the SWC 880 title in 1985. He 
still holds the Rice record in the metric mile. 
He doubled his successes, earning him a spot 
in the Rice Athletics Hall of Fame in 1998 and 
in the Pasadena ISD Athletics Hall of Fame 
in 2013. Guy competed in the fi rst round of 
the 1984 Olympics for his native home, Ja-
maica. He earned his bachelor’s degree from 
Rice and for the past 18 years, he has served 

Continued from Page 1
– leading Dobie to 
the 1981 state track 
title. He won a total 
of three state titles, 
one in cross-coun-
try, one in the 800 
meters and one in 
the 1600, where he 
clocked the fastest 
time in the nation 
and was ranked as 
the No. 1 miler in 
the land by Track 

time and talents to volunteering with the Mc-
Donald’s Invitational Basketball tournament 
each year and he was named Volunteer of the 
Year in 2015 for his many contributions to the 
tournament. After he died in June 2018, the 
campus butterfl y garden was dedicated in his 
name and a scholarship fund was also created 
in his name to continue his legacy of commit-
ment to education.

Erica Davis Rouse – Class of 1991
 Erica Davis Rouse always had a passion 
for serving students and the community. A 
graduate of Texas A&M University, Rouse 
has amassed over 15 years of professional 

Smith continued 
to actively serve 
for the next 29 
years on a variety 
of assignments 
including direc-
tor, drill instruc-
tor of School 
Parris Island; 
United Nations 
p e a c e k e e p e r , 
U.S. military 
observer Group 
Palestine; com-
manding offi cer, 

offi cer Candidates School; and director, Coa-
lition and Special Warfare Center, along with 
various senior staff assignments at the Penta-
gon. After rising to the rank of colonel, Smith 
retired from active service in 2004. Short-
ly after, he was hired at LMI, a government 
consultancy that assists both U.S. and foreign 
governments. While serving with the consul-
tancy, he served as director of International 
Programs; general manager in Saudi Arabia; 
regional director, in North Africa, with on-
site management responsibilities in Tripoli to 
assist the government of Libya; and program 
manager for a year-long effort in Iraq. Smith 
is a distinguished graduate of the Naval War 
College and holds a Master of Arts in nation-
al security and strategic studies, a Master of 
Business Administration and a Bachelor of 
Business Administration in fi nance. Smith 
currently resides in Virginia with his family. 
He serves as the chairman of the board of di-
rectors of the Young Marines and holds life-
time memberships in the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, American Legion and the Military Offi -
cers Association of America.

Erica Davis Rouse
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Leading Orthopedic Care toLeading Orthopedic Care to

KEEP YOU 
MOVING

At Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine in Clear Lake, we know your body 
is made to move. Our specialists use the latest technology, perform minimally invasive 
procedures and develop customized treatment plans, including physical therapy. Whether 
you’re getting back in shape or back to work, we have the expertise to get you back on your 
feet — and keep you moving.

And, with enhanced safety measures in place, you can rest assured your safety is our priority.

45

528

3

146

2220 E. LEAGUE CITY PKWY.
96

6243 FAIRMONT PKWY.

NASA PKWY.

BAY AREA BLVD.CLEAR LAKE C
ITY B

LV
D.

FAIRMONT PKWY.

2020 NASA PKWY.

Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/orthopedics  |  713.363.9090

19 convenient locations

Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine 

Houston Methodist Orthopedic Injury Clinic — offering same-day care

Mon - Fri 7am - 6pm    Sat & Sun: Closed
9245 S. Sam Houston Pkwy. E., Houston, Tx

832-740-4865  |  cbac.com/pearland

Coupon

$19.95
Semi-synthetic oil change.
Up to 5 qts. & standard filter.

Expires 4/28/2021 

Coupon
Full synthetic oil change.
Up to 5 qts. & standard filter.

$39.95
Expires 4/28/2021

We offer FREE pick up
& delivery!

Praise Chapel
LOVING PEOPLE BACK TO LIFE

You don’t want to miss this powerful word 
from God from Pastor John Morgan who 

has pastored for over 50 years. 

April 11, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
 at Praise Chapel where we love people 

back to life.

18516 Highway 3  •  Webster, TX 77958 

281-338-6633

www.praisechapelhouston.com

Dr. John Morgan Keep Healthy in 2021
Call the Office for your

appointment
Specializing in Personal 

Injury Cases

Barry Burleigh, D.C.
Chiropractor

11700 Beamer Rd.  (281) 481-1623
Houston, TX 77089  www.burleighchiro.com

Confused about Medicare?
(Who isn’t!)

Denise Burleigh
Licensed Insurance 

Sales Agent

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)
(832) 517-3976  •  email cdb63@att.net

 FREE NO Obligation 
Consultations

Gawain Guy Barry Harris
Col. William Smith

2021 J. Frank Dobie High School Hall of Honor named

 Laura Bush Elementary 
offi cials announced perfect 
attendance for the third nine-
weeks.

Kindergarten
 Manknojiya Anamta, Gael 
Aguirre, Anthony Contreras,  
Justin Mai, Jacklyn Pham, 
Gilberto Reyes and Khanh 
Tran.

First grade
 Eli Bermudez, Leonel 
Cuellar, Genesis De La Gar-
za, Jacob Elizondo, Sebas-
tian Fabian, Romeo Flores, 
Veronica Galan, Itzel Gonza-
lez and Grace Ibarra.
 Calvin Le, Rhlyee Lump-
kin, Rhyder Lumpkin, Anthi 
Luu, Ethan Martinez, Ray 
Martinez, Dylan Nguyen, 
Thea Pham and Kylie Ponce.
 Reign Reyes, Santiago 
Rojas, Fabian Saenz, Nathan 
Smith, Anna Tran and Mat-
thew Vasqez.

Second grade
 Julianna Availa, Roger 
Garrett, Joel Garza, Shannon 
Logan, Alan Lopez, Jolie Mo-
rales, Daniel Roque, Anakin 
Sanchez and Everett Short.

Third grade
 Pablo Alvarenga, Nicole 
Arango, Isaiah Arias, David 
Arredondo, Emily Arroyo, 
Julian Beltran, Julia Brazial, 
Aaliyah Brown and Enid 
Chapman.
 Seth Cogshell, Gabrie-
la Cortez, Brianna Estrada, 
Adrian Flores, Alexander 
Franco, Abigail Galan, An-
thony Garcia Velasquez, Ma-
rio Garza and Alan Gonza-
lez.
 Andrea Hernandez, Ava 
Hernandez, Austin Knight, 
Sophia Landaverde, Grang-
er Lumpkin, Elise Mendoi-

la, Elise Mendoila, Vicente 
Ontiveros and Vicente Onti-
veros.
 Tyler Pham, Tyler Pham, 
Alissandra Resendez, Alivia 
Rivera, Nicholas Rodriguez, 
Kaelyn Sanchez, Florenti-
na Silva, Lilliana Torres and 
Yannissia Zubieta.

Fourth grade
 Danna Delgado, Ri-
cardo Garcia, Anasofi a 
Garibay, Elizabeth Go-
mez, Ricky Guiterrez 
and Esmeralda Martinez.
 Mayline Martinez, Erick 
Mixco, Angela Ortiz, Rich-
ard Rodriguez, Santiago Va-
ladez and Jaslyne Villarreal.

Bush sets attendance 
roll for third 9-weeks

Support Leader 
advertisers!
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