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Community slow in opening
 Despite Gov. Greg Abbott’s recent an-
nouncement to reopen the state, many local 
businesses and municipal sites will be slow to 
do so out of caution.
 Most area churches have not yet decided on 
opening dates. They will be announced later.
 The AMC 30 movie theater at Beltway 8 
and the Gulf Freeway said they will not likely 
open until mid-May at the earliest.
 While Almeda Mall is expected to reopen, 
some stores. Mall hours will be from noon till 
6 p.m. to begin and will be adjusted as the sit-
uation required.
 Some area restaurants said they intended to 
reopen their dining rooms on a 25-percent ca-
pacity, while others said they would still oper-
ate on a to-go basis only.
 While state law would allow them to re-
open, both the Parker Williams and Bracewell 
library branches said they will remain closed 
for the time being.

Virus in 77089 up over 20%
 As of Tuesday, April 28, ZIP code 77089 had 
62 confi rmed cases of COVID-19, according to 
Harris County Public Health offi cials. That fi g-
ure is 10 higher than the count of 52 reported 
on Tuesday, April 21.In ZIP code 77075, coun-
ty offi cials are now reporting 49 known cases. 
This number is eight higher than the 41 cases 
reported the previous week. County offi cials are 
reporting 40 cases in ZIP code 77034, up three 
cases from last week. In all, there are currently 
5,827 known cases in Harris County, an increase 
of 850 from last week. Of those, 3,893 remain 
active, while 1,836 have recovered. To date, 98 
have died from the virus in the county, an uptick 
of 20 from the previous week. Statistics are up-
dated daily and include numbers from both the 
Houston city limits and throughout Harris Coun-
ty. To view interactive map, visit publichealth.har
riscountytx.gov/Resources/2019-Novel-Coro
navirus.

Free masks to be distributed
 Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Chris 
Diaz will hold an event Friday, May 1, at El 
Franco Lee Park, 9400 Hall Road near Beltway 
8, to distribute free PPE (personal protective 
equipment) masks. Masks are currently required 
when out in public in Harris County, per a recent 
order by County Judge Lina Hidalgo. (See relat-
ed story on this page.) The event will begin at 10 
a.m., and masks will be available on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis until supplies run out.

Seniors assistance available
 Houston senior citizens and disabled citizens 
may request to have a care package of toiletries 
and nonperishable foods delivered to their front 
door, courtesy of Gallery Furniture. 
 Mayor Sylvester Turner and Jim “Mattress 
Mack” McIngvale, along with Kroger, are ask-
ing people to drop off nonperishable items like 
soup, protein bars, cans of tuna, and new toilet-
ries such as soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, toilet 
paper, baby wipes and diapers at any of Gallery 
Furniture’s three locations. 
 Donations may also be dropped off at any 
area Kroger. Volunteers will deliver the collected 
items to housebound seniors and families with 
young children whose schools have temporarily 
closed.  Anyone who needs supplies or wishes 
to donate should call 713-694-5570 or drop off 
nonperishable items at any of Gallery Furniture’s 
three locations. More information is available 
on the company’s website, www.galleryfurni
ture.com. Toilet paper for seniors is still available 
by calling the Leader at 281-481-5656.

18-year-old female arrested
 Deputies from the Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable’s offi ce responded to a domestic dis-
turbance call around 2:35 a.m. Thursday, April 
23, in the 10000 block of Kirkwren, where an 
18-year-old female attempted to stab her boy-
friend.
 Upon their arrival, deputies found the male 
victim with lacerations on his body. The female 
suspect was then apprehended without incident.
 Nicole Rozzell was subsequently charged 
with aggravated assault and booked into the 
Harris County Jail.  Precinct 2, along with the 
City of Houston, has seen an increase in do-
mestic violence calls recently, as many families 
are being forced to spend more time with each 
other due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
See related stories on this page.

Beltway closures planned
 There will be a total closure of the Fair-
mont Parkway exit ramp on Beltway 8 
through 10 p.m. Tuesday, June 16. 
 At least one inside lane of the southbound 
Beltway 8 frontage road at Spencer Highway 
will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
through Monday, May 4.
 At least one inside lane of the northbound 
and southbound Beltway 8 frontage road will 
be closed from SH 225 to Vista nightly from 
8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Wednesday, May 
13. Both northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Vista will be closed 
continuously through 5 a.m. Monday, May 
18.  The northbound U-turn lane on the Belt-
way 8 frontage road at SH 225 will be contin-
uously closed through 5 a.m. Saturday, May 2.
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to 
four lanes in each direction.

Preparing
for today;

hoping 
for tomorrow
Dealing with the ongoing 
challenges presented by 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic, South Belters are de-
termined to look toward a 
brighter future that holds 
hope in a better tomor-
row. A line of cars began 
to form in the parking lot 
of Sagemont Church four 
hours before the event 
started Sunday, April 
26, with residents wait-
ing for face masks which 
were supplied by City of 
Houston Council Member 
Carolyn Evans-Shabazz. 
Mayor Sylvester Turner 
and Constable Chris Diaz 
also took part in the event 
which was open to the pub-
lic. The announcement for 
the give-away was made 
the afternoon before it was 
held. Diaz and Commis-
sioner Rodney Ellis will 
sponsor a similar event 
Friday, May 1. (See related 
story on this page and more 
photos on Page 8.)
 Photo by David Matthews

Elected offi cials give out free masks

Precinct 2 Constable Chris Diaz (left) and newly elected Houston District D City Council 
Member Dr. Carolyn Evans-Shabazz (second from right) recently gave away 1,000 masks at 
Sagemont Church. Mayor Sylvester Turner (second from left) also stopped by to help. Also 
pictured above are, left to right, Dr. Reagan Flowers and Sami Khaleeq. Diaz will do a similar 
mask drive at El Franco Lee Park Friday, May 1.  (See story this page.) Photo by Marie Flickinger

20-year-old area youth shoots, kills mother
 A 20-year-old man 
was taken into custody 
early Saturday, April 25, 
after allegedly shooting 
his mother to death at 
their home in the 10100 
block of Sagedale.
 Deputies from the 
Harris County Sheriff’s 
offi ce and Precinct 2 
Constable Chris Diaz’s 
offi ce responded to the 
incident at approximate-
ly 12:20 a.m.
 According to investi-

gators, the son and his 
37-year-old mother were 
in a verbal argument 
when, at one point, the 
male went outside to re-
trieve a gun from a car, 
came back inside the 
house and shot his moth-
er multiple times.
 Theresa Winters was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene.
 Winters’ son, Ja-
cob McMurrough, was 
apprehended and later 

 South Belt residents wishing to be tested for 
the COVID-19 virus now have multiple differ-
ent options from which to choose.

City of Houston
 The Houston Health Department contin-
ues to operate two coronavirus testing sites, 
screening approximately 1,000 people per day 
combined.
 The city has now expanded its testing to 
screen anyone who wishes to do so.
 Like with the county, all people wishing to 
be tested must still be issued an authorization 
code fi rst.
 Residents can call the department’s 
COVID-19 call center at 832-393-4220 be-
tween 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. to receive a unique 
identifi cation code and instructions on where 
to go for testing and how to obtain their test 
results.
 The testing sites only accept people with 
the identifi cation code obtained through the 
department’s COVID-19 call center. People 
showing up at the test sites without an identifi -
cation code will be turned away.
 The testing sites will continue operating un-

til further notice.
 The tests are free to the public. Workers at 
the sites only collect insurance information 
and don’t accept payment. The information ob-
tained through testing or services will not be 
used against immigrants in their public charge 
evaluation.
 For additional information, visit Houston
Emergency.org/covid19.

Harris County
 Harris County Public Health has revamped 
its online self-assessment tool to streamline 
its COVID-19 testing process. The online tool 
can be found at www.readyharris.org or www.
hcphtx.org.
 The updated version will include scheduling 
options for individuals to choose the testing 
time that best fi ts their schedule by time of day. 
 Once an individual completes the self-as-
sessment tool, they will receive a unique 
identifi cation code, an appointment time, and 
instructions about where to go for drive-thru 
testing and what items to bring with them. 
 Testing for COVID-19 is free for the public,

 Continued on Page 7

COVID-19 testing options listed

charged with murder and booked into the Har-
ris County Jail.
 Investigators said elderly relatives, ages 91 
and 96, were also inside the residence at the 
time of the incident.

 Winters was a longtime South Belt resident, 
attending both Thompson Intermediate and Do-
bie High School.  The incident exemplifi es a 
growing trend of domestic violence cases in the 
area. See related story on this page. 

 Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner and 
City Council Member Abbie Kamin recent-
ly announced a citywide domestic violence 
awareness initiative to reach vulnerable pop-
ulations and provide resources for victims.
 Local law enforcement and the Houston 
Area Women’s Center are tracking a rise in do-
mestic violence incidents linked to the crisis.
 The Houston Police Department saw an in-
crease of 8.72 percent in domestic violence calls 

for service in March compared to February 2020. 
The Houston Area Women’s Center and the Har-
ris County Domestic Violence Coordinating 
Council are partnering with the city so survivors 
are aware that service providers are open, ready 
to help and are taking COVID-19 precautions.
 The mayor also announced a $50,000 grant 
from Uber to provide ride services to victims of 
human traffi cking and domestic violence who 

Continued on Page 7

Domestic violence initiative set

Face masks required till May 26
 In an attempt to further prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus, Harris County Judge Lina 
Hidalgo on Wednesday, April 22, offi cially an-
nounced most residents will now be required to 
cover their faces for the next 30 days, beginning 
Monday, April, 27. 
 The move followed similar measures already 
put in place in the Dallas and Austin areas.
 The executive order requires that all residents 
10 and older wear some sort of mask that covers 
their mouth and nose while out in public. Ban-
dannas and scarves are acceptable if medical 
masks are not available.
 Hidalgo recommends children under 10 also 

wear a face covering, if possible.
 The order further requires employers provide 
masks to all workers deemed essential.
 Exceptions include eating, drinking, exercis-
ing or being alone in an isolated indoor location.
 “We have to use every tool in the toolbox,” 
Hidalgo said at a press conference April 22. “Be-
cause if we get complacent, people die, the econ-
omy takes longer to recover, and those are the 
stakes.”
 The plan has drawn criticism from both the 
Houston Police Offi cers’ Union and the Har-
ris County Deputies’ Organization, which view 

Continued on Page 8

Houston police are investigating a male’s 
death that occurred while in their custody fol-
lowing an arrest that took place around 12:45 
a.m. Saturday, April 25, in the 5500 block of 
South Shaver Street near the Gulf Freeway.

The man’s identity is pending verifi cation by 
the Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences. 
According to police, HPD Clear Lake Patrol 
Division offi cers responded to a vehicle crash 
at the above address and found the driver of one 
of the vehicles attempting to leave the scene 
without providing information. 
 Offi cers attempted to detain the male for 
questioning, but he immediately became un-

cooperative. After a lengthy struggle, the male 
was detained.
 Moments later, however, the male became 
unresponsive. Houston Fire Department para-
medics responded to the scene and provided 
medical assistance. 
 The male was then transported to Memori-
al Hermann Southeast Hospital, where he was 
pronounced deceased. 
 As is customary when a person becomes un-
responsive in the presence of Houston police 
offi cers, this case is being investigated by the 
HPD Special Investigations Unit and the Inter-
nal Affairs Division.

HPD investigates death following arrest

 Constable Chris Diaz gave a press confer-
ence Monday, April 27, to address the increase 
of domestic violence cases in Precinct 2, many 
of which are related to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 While domestic violence calls in the South 
Belt community are only up slightly from this 
time last year, the severity of the violence has 
increased signifi cantly, with a stabbing and a 
homicide taking place just four days apart last 
week. See related stories on this page.
 The spike in violence is attributed to families 
being forced to spend more time with each oth-
er due to stay-at-home orders, coupled with the 
added stress of layoffs, furloughs and lack of in-
come.
 Speaking from the footsteps of the Leader of-
fi ce on Beamer, Diaz emphasized there is help 
available for those who need it.
 The constable said there’s currently more dep-

uties on patrol than ever in an effort to keep the 
peace. Further, all dispatchers have been trained 
on how to deal with domestic violence calls and 
are available 24 hours a day at 713-477-4070. 
Deputies may then be dispatched to these calls 
and defuse a situation before it possibly escalates 
to violence.
 Diaz also encouraged residents to take breaks 
away from their families when possible, even if 
it’s just to go for a walk. He further noted there 
are many volunteer opportunities within the 
community to deliver food and masks to seniors.
“Together, we will build a stronger community, 
once the threat of COVID-19 is behind us,” Diaz 
said.
 For more information on available assistance, 
visit www.hccp2.com or Diaz’s Facebook page.
 The City of Houston has also launched a cam-
paign to combat domestic violence. See related 
story on this page.

Constable Diaz addresses violence

Jacob McMurrough

Abbott OKs starting to reopen Texas
 Gov. Greg Abbott on Monday, April 27, an-
nounced the fi rst phase of the state’s plan to stra-
tegically reopen Texas while minimizing the 
spread of COVID-19.
 Under Phase I, certain services and activities 
are allowed to open with limited occupancy, and 
the Texas Department of State Health Services is 
issuing minimum standard health protocols for 
all businesses and individuals to follow.
 The governor also outlined special guidance 
for Texans over 65 and detailed a comprehensive 
mitigation plan for nursing homes in Texas. The 
governor additionally announced a statewide 
testing and tracing program developed by DSHS 
that will help public health offi cials quickly iden-

tify and test Texans who contract COVID-19 and 
mitigate further spread of the virus. 
 The governor’s announcement was accompa-
nied by the release of Texans Helping Texans: 
The Governor’s Report to Open Texas, a detailed 
report that outlines the new protocols, guidance 
and recommendations. 
 “This strategic approach to opening the state 
of Texas prioritizes the health and safety of our 
communities and follows the guidelines laid out 
by our team of medical experts,” said Abbott. 
“Now more than ever, Texans must remain com-
mitted to safe distancing practices that reduce 
the spread of COVID-19, and we must continue 

Continued on Page 2  

 The Harris County Flood Control District re-
cently began construction of two new stormwater 
detention basins in the Clear Creek watershed.
 Funded by the 2018 bond program, the new 
basins will provide safe storage for more than 
566 million gallons of excess stormwater.
 Construction started in mid-April on the fi nal 
phase of the South Belt Stormwater Detention 
Basin, located near  Beamer Ditch (HCFCD Unit 
A120-00-00) near Beamer Road and South Fork 
Boulevard.
 Construction also has begun on the Dagg 

Stormwater Detention Basin on Clear Creek 
(HCFCD Unit A100-00-00) at Dagg Road near 
Christia V. Adair Park. Both basins are part of a 
$16.9 million construction contract awarded by 
Harris County Commissioners Court on Jan. 28, 
2020.
 The work will excavate more than 1.1 million 
cubic yards of material from the South Belt basin 
(HCFCD Unit A520-03-00), and remove 50,000 
cubic yards from a nearby Dixie Farm Road site 
where it had been mistakenly placed in the fl ood

Continued on Page 8

Flood Control begins area projects

Theresa Winters

Recycling still on hold
 All City of Houston recycling events, including the electronics and B.O.P.A. (batteries, oil, paint 
and antifreeze) events regularly scheduled at Ellington Airport, have been canceled until further no-
tice per instructions from Mayor Sylvester Turner. 
 At press time, it remained unclear if this would change, following Gov. Greg Abbott’s recent move 
to reopen the State of Texas. See related story on this page.
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Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library

 A notice on the City of Houston Public Library website reads, “All Houston Public Li-
brary locations will be closed until further  notice.” 
 Currently, the Houston Public Library is focusing on providing electronic resources, books, 
audiobooks, databases for research, tutoring, language learning, education and parent informa-
tion for any resident of Texas with a temporary library card.  The way an interested resident can 
get a library card is to visit the website at www.houstonlibrary.org, scroll down onto the Home 
Page, and fi nd the heading Here’s What’s Happening. Under that heading, there will be three 
cards. The middle one is Free Resources for All. Click on the card which will go to the page that 
lists the digital resources available and a link to obtain a temporary card.  
 Also, under the heading Here’s What’s Happening, look for the fi rst card on the left, 
click on the heading titled Online Resources for Kids. One of the programs listed is Virtual 
Storytime. This is provided every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 11 a.m.  The archived 
storytimes can be found on Facebook by searching Houston Public Library Virtual Story-
times.  Another virtual program is Craft. Soon there will be STEM programs. 
 The HPL updated app is much more user-friendly than before.  On the very fi rst page, 
there is a link to Tumblebooks, which has many picture books that are animated read-alongs 
for children.
 Houston Public Library’s many free online resources and digital services remain available 
24/7 with a  MY  Link  Library  Card  at  www.houstonlibrary.org,  including  e-books  and  
e-audiobooks,  streaming TV, movie and music services, online classes and tutoring and data-
bases. Until further notice, only electronic items (i.e. e-books, e-audio books, etc.) are eligible 
for holds and check-out. HPL has  a  robust  collection  of  free  e-books  and  audio  books. 
Visit the catalog to determine  if a previously requested hold  selection  may  be  in  a  digital  
format. Instructions  on  downloading the e-book or audio book are also on the site.
 All due dates for existing borrowed materials will be extended through the closure period. 
Until  further  notice,  no  new  late  fees  and  fi nes  will  be  assessed  during  the  closure  
period, retroactive to March 14, 2020.
 Visit the City of Houston’s Emergency Operations Center website at https://houstonemer
gency.org/covid19 or call 832-393-4220 for more meant to slow the spread of COVID-19 
and reduce the number of people infected. For additional information, visit: www.houston
library.org.

Parker Williams Library 
 The notice on the Parker Williams Library website reads, 
 “In accordance with Harris County’s Stay at Home, Work Safe Order, all branch-
es will be closed and at-library services, including curbside pick up, will be sus-
pended through April 30. Library buildings will not be accessible for public 
use. No late fees will be assessed during the closure. If you have books or oth-
er items checked out, please hold on to them. There is no need to return them at 
this time. Book drops will be locked for security reasons. Follow @harriscounty
pl on Facebook or Twitter for updated information.
 The library will continue to offer the library services: 
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.
net  
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube 
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books 
 – Download e-Books, comics or graphic novels through OverDrive 
 – Stream classic fi lms, indie cinema, and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy 
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive 
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks 
 – Ask us a question by phone or email 
 – Get book recommendations 
 – Register for a library card online.”
 Frequently Asked Questions (and answers) during Parker William library closure
 “Question: I had holds ready for pickup when the library closed. Will I lose my place in 
the queue and have to place another hold?
 Answer: No. Holds will be at the branch when it reopens to the public. In addition, new 
holds can be placed online during the closure and they will be processed when libraries re-
open.
 Question: I have books due. What should I do?
 Answer: Stay safe. Hold onto all items until libraries reopen. No late fees will be as-
sessed during the time libraries are not open to the public. All due dates have been extended 
to May 1. Book drops will be locked. Do not try to return items to the library. Do not leave 
items outside the library. 
 Question: I don’t have an HCPL Library Card but would like to download e-Books and 
stream movies. Can I get one?
 Answer: Yes. Apply for an HCPL iKnow Digital Access Card on the website, then visit 
the Digital Media page, to learn how to start reading and streaming. The checkout period is 
14 days with up two renewals. See Borrowing FAQ on the website for complete details.
 Question: Can I place an Interlibrary Loan request during the time that the library is 
closed? 
 Answer: The Interlibrary Loan service has been suspended. We cannot take ILL re-
quests until libraries reopen. 
 Question: I have an Interlibrary Loan book that is due. What should I do? 
 Answer: Hold on to ILL items until libraries reopen. No late fees will be assessed. Book 
drops are locked for security reasons. Do not leave any items outside the library.
 Question: I have books I want to donate. Can I drop them off at the library? 
 Answer: Do not bring book donations to branch libraries. Hold onto them until the li-
brary resumes full services.”
 For more information, visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-li
brary.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Fr. Jhon Gallo-Florez, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice
New Covenant 

Christian Church
10603 Blackhawk 

281-484-4230
Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday Wednesday

Bill & Cheryl Hines

 Renee Niemann Evans, 
75, was born Feb. 23, 1945, 
in Houston to Bert Niemann 
and Mary Leola (Lee) Nie-
mann (Muhl), who both pre-
deceased her. 
 Surrounded by family, 
she died peacefully Satur-
day, March 28, 2020.
 In her early school years 
Renee attended Christ the 
King, then enrolled in and 
graduated from St. Pius X 
High School in Houston.
 She was a very hard 
worker and always commit-
ted to any task assigned to 
her.  She was employed for 
much of her career as an ac-
countant and controller with 
her focus being in the hospi-
tality and restaurant indus-
tries.
 Later in life, she chan-
neled her love of food and 
cooking into her own cater-
ing business “Catering by 
Renee.”
 Her sense of humor, 
quick-wittedness, huge 
heart, infectious laugh, de-
licious cooking, and love 
of all things related to the 
Houston Texans, Astros, 
and Rockets will be greatly 
missed.
 Renee is survived by her 
husband Arthur R. Evans Jr.; 
son Ernest Martin, son Den-
nis Martin and wife Deona, 
daughter Christine Gellman 
and husband Daniel, daugh-
ter Cynthia Hatcher and son 
Alan Martin; sister Martha 
McAndrew; and her best 
friend of 67 years Doris Ed-
wards.
 Renee was most proud 
to be known as “Darlin” to 
her grandchildren Nicholas 
Martin, Denise Blakeburn, 
Alexandra Martin, Zachary 
Martin, Andrew Martinez, 
Brandon Harp and Kaylee 
Harp; as well as to her 10 
great-grandchildren. Renee 
genuinely adored being a 
Darlin as much as her fami-
ly adored her.
 Due to ongoing current 
events, the service for Re-
nee Evans will be private.

Renee Niemann 
Evans

Sagemeadow elects
new HOA members
 The Sagemeadow community would 
like to welcome its two newest HOA 
committee members. Carlos Lopez 
Jr. and Marie Rose were elected by a 
majority of those voting, in an entirely 
electronic-only election on April 18th. 
Originally envisioned to augment the 
standard means of voting by paper bal-
lot, the online method became the sole 
means of voting in an effort to comply 
with the county's directions during these 
unprecedented times of health concern. 
 Elections in Sagemeadow have tra-
ditionally been held annually and for 
a single position with a term of three-
years. Each position would be elected in 
a staggered fashion so as to only elect 
one member each year for the sake of 
continuity. However, due to public con-
cerns with succession legitimacy, the 
Sagemeadow committee agreed to hold 

a special election to re-establish a one 
committee member per year election. Mr. 
Lopez was elected for a one-year term, 
to serve as the vice-chairman of the com-
mittee. Ms. Rose was elected for a two-
year term, to serve as the committee's 
treasurer. In December 2019, Seth Webb 
was elected to a three-year term and now 
serves as the committee's chairman. The 
incumbents chose not to run for re-elec-
tion. 
 The Sagemeadow community would 
also like to thank James Moe and Gar-
ry Henderson for their years of service to 
our community. A special virtual commit-
tee meeting will take place on, Thursday, 
April 30th to perform a ceremonial hand-
ing over of responsibilities. May's regular 
monthly meeting is still tentatively sched-
uled for the third Thursday, May 21. De-
tails of both meetings will be posted on 
the HOA's website sagemeadow.org.

Regards.
Seth Webb

Sagemeadow Maintenance Committee

 Longtime Sagemont resi-
dent Nancy Louise Fincher, 
86, of Houston died peace-
fully April 22, 2020. 
 She was born in Conroe 
Aug. 4, 1933, to James Lud-
ie and Nancy Bell Garner. 
 Shortly after graduating 
from  Sam Houston High 
School, she married Joe 
Fincher who became her 
loving husband of more 
than 60 years.  
 Nancy was a homemaker 
and enjoyed selling Tupper-
ware. 
 After her husband retired 
from Southwestern Bell, 
Nancy served and volun-
teered for many years with 
the Pioneers Club.
 Nancy was preceded in 
death by her son Tommy 
Fincher and her husband.
 She is survived by her 
daughter Nancy Jo Williams 
and husband Loyd; her 
grandchildren Amy Pass-
more and husband Brett, 
Carrie Thompson and hus-
band Dave and Brian Wil-
liams and wife Mallory; and 
her four great-grandchil-
dren.
 A private family grave-
side service for Nancy was 
held Monday, April 27, at 
Forest Park East Cemetery, 
21620 Gulf Freeway in 
Webster.  
 A memorial service for 
Nancy will be scheduled for 
a later date.

Nancy Louise 
Fincher

 Longtime South Belt res-
ident Marilynn Kiel, age 76, 
died peacefully April 23, 
2020, making the earth a lit-
tle sadder and heaven a little 
brighter. 
 She was born March 30, 
1944, in Hammond, Ind. 
The daughter of Leonard 
and Bonnydell Osgood, she 
grew up in the Chicagoland 
area graduating from James 
H. Bowen High School and 
eventually earning her mas-
ter’s degree from the Univer-
sity of St. Thomas in Hous-
ton. Married to John (Jack) 
Kiel, who preceded her in 
death in 2014, they raised 
six children living in Chica-
go, Houston, and Peachtree 
City, Ga., before fi nally set-
tling back in Houston one 
last time in 1990.
 An avid gardener, a die-
hard Chicago sports fan and 
a skilled craftsperson, her 
crazy socks and Christmas 
angel ornaments leave a leg-
acy of laughter, love and joy. 
Granny Scooter, as she was 
affectionately called, thor-
oughly loved spoiling her 
grandchildren. Her voice-

Marilynn
Kiel

over of Elmo will live for-
ever. She loved music and 
song. It has been said that 
no matter what line one 
might say, she could sing 
a song for it. Some of her 
favorites included Jimmy 
Buffett, The Doobie Broth-
ers and jamming to Mann-
heim Steamroller (Christ-
mas music) in the July heat 
of Houston. 
 Some of Marilynn’s 
happiest days were the en-
joyment she felt as she was 
beloved in her communi-
ty, spending more then 47 
years serving the Lord be-
ginning as a CCD volunteer 
and Glory Choir member at 
St. Victor’s Catholic Church 
(1974-1981, Calumet City, 
Ill.). She also served at St. 
Dominic’s Catholic Church 
(1981-1983, Houston) 
and Holy Trinity Catho-
lic Church (1983-1990, 
Peachtree City) before retir-
ing from her ministry as the 
director of Children’s Min-
istry at St. Luke the Evange-
list in 2016 after 26 years. 
 With a servant’s heart, 
her laughter, wisdom and 
sense of humor continue to 
reach far beyond the walls 
of any church. 
 She will be greatly 
missed by family, very dear 
and close friends, countless 
“Godchildren” and all who 
were blessed to be touched 
by her ministry at every stop 
along the way. 
 Preceding Marilynn at 
heaven’s gate were her par-
ents; her husband; her son 
Timothy Kiel and her grand-
daughter Elizabeth Kiel.
 Marilynn is survived 
by her children Katherine 
Ann Kiel, Karen and hus-
band Lou Roesch, Michael 
Kiel of Houston, Thomas 
and wife Beth of Acworth, 
Ga., and Amanda and hus-
band Darrel Kirkpatrick of 
Houston; her brother-in-law 
Thomas Kiel of Chicago; 
grandchildren Seth Barber, 
Carrie and Jonathan Gobert, 
Aaron Tristan, Alicia Kiel, 
Braelinn (Kiel) and hus-
band Ariel Gonzalez, Dan-
ny Kiel, Jessica (Kiel) and 
husband Alec Nauris, Adam 
and Brady Kiel, Rylie Kirk-
patrick; her great-grand-
children Kalli and Jacob 
Gobert, Isabella and Finn 
Gonzalez, James Nauris; 
nephews Jeffrey Kiel and 
David and wife Gina Kiel; 
and great-nephew and great-
niece Spencer and Sydney 
Kiel.
 A true angel now and 
forever, her life embodied 

Leader checks out social media
By Natalie Abarca

 A member of People of 
Sagemont2 Facebook group 
shared a post of a vehicle being 
stolen from Clear Creek Land-
ing apartments. The member 
is asking for help fi nding a 
red 2013 Dodge Charger, with 
DTD5724 license plates. The 
member states that the vehicle 
has a crack on the bottom part 
of the bumper. Anyone having 
information is asked to contact 
the member through Face-

book.
 A member of The Offi cial 
South Belt & Sagemont Area 
Crime Alert Facebook group 
shared a video of a suspect that 
took a package just seconds 
after FedEx dropped it on the 
porch. The incident happened 
on Friday, April 23, at 6:11 
p.m., on Sagepark. The mem-
ber is asking if anyone knows 
the identity of the suspect in 
the video to contact the mem-
ber in order to have the pack-

age returned that was taken.
 On the same Facebook 
group a member posted a 
video of a man that is walk-
ing around and looking into 
parked vehicles. The video 
was taken on Friday, April 
24, between 4:15 - 5 a.m. in 
Ashley Point subdivision. The 
member encourages residents 
that have security cameras to 
check to trace the man to de-
termine if he is from the neigh-
borhood.

 Marcia Suzanne Heinz 
Birsinger died peacefully 
while surrounded by fami-
ly April 26, 2020, from heart 
complications. 
 She was born Dec. 16, 
1939 in Quincy, Ill., to Lloyd 
and Virginia Heinz. She grad-
uated from Notre Dame High 
School before moving to St. 
Louis, Mo., and marrying Al-
vin Birsinger. Together they 
raised seven children while 
living in St. Louis, South Belt 
and Friendswood.
 Marcia was energetic and 
had an incredible spirit. She 
relied on both her instincts 
and faith, knowing that God 
would provide the path he in-
tended for her. Intent on taking 
risks, she left her small town 
and set out for St. Louis in the 
early 1960s. She soon met Al-
vin and they started a family, 
touching the lives of everyone 
with whom they came in con-
tact. 
 She kept her home open 
to all especially friends of 
her children. She was an in-
credible daughter, sister, wife, 
mother, aunt, mother-in-law, 
cousin, friend and counselor.  
She was positive, caring, gen-
erous, thoughtful and the foun-
dation of her family.
 Marcia was a founding 
member of the Catholic Com-
munity of St. Luke the Evan-
gelist. She served on the par-
ish council, led Bible studies, 
and managed Adult Faith 
Formation. Marcia complet-
ed the diaconate program and 
progressed to earn a Master of 
Arts in pastoral studies from 
the University of St. Thom-
as in Houston. As part of her 
master’s thesis she developed 
the Threads of Healing minis-
try at St. Luke’s.
 Marcia is survived by her 
husband of 55 years; siblings 
Judy and husband Robert Bro-
emmel and Philip and wife 
Carolyn Heinz; sons, Alan 
and wife Christine Birsing-
er of Houston, Gary and wife 
Michele Birsinger of Friend-
swood and Ryan and wife 
Amy Birsinger of Fulshear; 
daughters Gina and husband 
Will Kehres of Friendswood, 
Joy and husband Jeff Mari-
no of Wassenaar (The Neth-
erlands), Julie Birsinger and 
husband Brian Mahanay of 
Galveston and Linda and hus-
band Joel Arens of Friend-
swood; and grandchildren 
Grace and Jacob Birsinger; 
Lindsay McDaniel; Hannah, 
Gabrielle, and Evan Birsinger; 
Isabella, Athanasius, Ian, and 
Elliot Birsinger; Liam, Jude, 
Greta, and Gisele Kehres; 
McEwan and Cora Marino; 
Devlyn Mahanay; Jonas, Alec, 
Canaan, Kingston, and Au-
relia Arens; and great-grand-
children Haydon, Braylon, 
and Aubrielle Wells; a host of 
nieces and nephews; and other 
beloved friends and relatives.
 A private service will be 
held at Niday Funeral Home. 
A memorial Mass for family 
and friends will be held at St. 
Luke the Evangelist Catholic 
Church on a day to be deter-
mined.  In lieu of fl owers, the 
family requests donations be 
made to the St. Luke’s Build-
ing Fund at  https://www.
myowngiving.com/Default.
aspx?cid=1667.

Marcia 
Suzanne Heinz 

Birsinger

Continued from Page 1
to rely on doctors and data 
to provide us with the safest 
strategies to restore Texans’ 
livelihoods. We must also 
focus on protecting the most 
vulnerable Texans from ex-
posure to COVID-19. If we 
remain focused on protect-
ing the lives of our fellow 
Texans, we can continue to 
open the Lone Star State.”
 By way of Executive 
Order (GA-18), all retail 
stores, restaurants, mov-
ie theaters, and malls are 
permitted to reopen Friday, 
May 1. 
 These services must limit 
their capacity to 25 percent 
of their listed occupancy. 
Within shopping malls, the 
food-court dining areas, 
play areas and interactive 
displays and settings must 
remain closed.
 All museums and li-
braries may open under the 
same 25 percent occupancy 
limitation, but interactive 
areas of museums must re-
main closed. State libraries 
and museums will open by 
May 1, and local public 
museums and libraries may 
reopen only if permitted by 
the local government. Sin-
gle-person offi ces may re-
open as well.
 Churches and places of 
worship remain open. Out-
door sports are allowed to 
resume so long as no more 
than four participants are 
playing together at one 
time. 
 Certain social-distancing 
practices must also be fol-
lowed. Local government 
operations, including coun-
ty and municipal govern-
ment operations relating to 
permitting, recordation and 
document-fi ling services, 
may reopen as determined 
by the local government.
 DSHS has recommended 
minimum standard health 
protocols for all individu-
als, all employers and em-
ployees, as well as indus-
try-specifi c protocols for 
retailers, retail customers, 
restaurants, restaurant pa-
trons, movie theaters, movie 
theater customers, museums 
and libraries, museum and 
library visitors, outdoor 
sports participants, sin-
gle-person offi ces and low 
COVID-19 counties. 
 These protocols are out-
lined in the Open Texas 
Checklists within the gov-
ernor’s report beginning on 
page 20.
 Essential services such 
as farmers and ranchers, 
grocery and drugstores, 

banks and gas stations will 
continue to operate. Pub-
lic swimming pools, bars, 
gyms, cosmetology salons, 
massage establishments, 
interactive amusement ven-
ues, such as bowling alleys 
and video arcades, and tat-
too and piercing studios 
will remain closed through 
Phase I. Nursing homes, 
state supported living cen-
ters, assisted living facilities 
and long-term care facilities 
must remain closed to visi-
tors unless to provide criti-
cal assistance.
 The governor also estab-
lished increased occupancy 
protocols for certain coun-
ties with fi ve or fewer lab-
oratory confi rmed cases of 
COVID-19. Those counties 
may, on an individualized 
basis, increase occupancy 
limits to up to 50 percent 
for restaurants, retail, shop-
ping malls, museums and 
libraries and movie theaters 
if they meet certain criteria.
 Phase I will begin Friday, 
May 1, and continue until at 
least May 18. The governor 
will continue to evaluate 
next steps for the state.
 During the press con-
ference, the governor also 
announced a new statewide 
testing and contact tracing 
program. Developed and 
implemented by DSHS, this 
program will help identi-
fy individuals who have 
contracted COVID-19 and 
those who may need to 
quarantine or be tested due 
to potential exposure. This 
phased implementation will 
allow Texans to box in the 
virus and slow, or even stop, 
further spread. 
 More details about the 
contact tracing program are 
available in the Governor’s 
Report to Open Texas be-
ginning on page 16. 
 Additionally, the gov-
ernor issued an Executive 
Order (GA-20) to eliminate 
the mandatory 14-day quar-
antine period for individuals 
traveling from Louisiana. 
Under GA-20, the mandated 
14-day quarantine remains 
in place for travelers from 
the following areas: Califor-
nia; Connecticut; New York; 
New Jersey; Washington; 
Atlanta, Georgia; Chicago, 
Illinois; Detroit, Michigan; 
and Miami, Florida. 
 To view the complete 64-
page Texans Helping Texans: 
The Governor’s Report to 
Open Texas, visit https://gov.
texas.gov/uploads/fi les/orga
n i z a t i o n / o p e n
t e x a s / O p e n T e x
as-Report.pdf.

Texas begins reopen

Lawyers offer aid during COVID-19
 Houston Volunteer Law-
yers (HVL) will conduct le-
gal advice interviews over the 
phone for those who submit 
an application and are eligible 
for HVL’s pro bono services. 
Legal advice interviews will 
take place every Friday from 
1 – 3 p.m. through May 2020.
 A legal advice clinic is 
an opportunity to speak with 
volunteer attorneys to dis-
cuss civil legal questions and 
issues. Applications can be 
submitted online or a printed 
application may be requested 
over the phone and mailed. 
To apply, visit www.makejus
ticehappen.org/ or email an 
application to info@hvlp.org. 
To request an application by 
mail, call 713- 228-0735.
 “Houston Volunteer Law-
yers has shifted to ‘virtual’ 
legal clinics and other online 
services so that people do not 

have to sit, wait and worry 
about their future,” Jennifer 
Hasley, chair of Houston Vol-
unteer Lawyers, said. “The 
best starting point is the HVL 
website, which has an online 
application and other import-
ant information.”
 Virtual Legal Clinic dates 
are May 1, May 8, May 15, 
May 22 and May 29.
 All applicants will be re-
quired to provide identifi ca-
tion and proof of income. Re-
quired documents vary on a 
case-by-case basis depending 
on the area of law. 
 A legal caseworker will 
notify each applicant if other 
documents are required. If an 
application is accepted, HVL 
will try to place the case with 
a volunteer attorney. 
 Translators and other ac-
commodation requests can 
be made by calling 713-228-

0735 or emailing info@hvlp.
org.
 For more information on 
this and other HVL services, 
visit www.MakeJusticeHap
pen.org or call 713-228-0735.
 Houston Volunteer Law-
yers Founded in 1981 by the 
Houston Bar Association, 
Houston Volunteer Lawyers 
(HVL) provides free legal 
services to low-income res-
idents of Harris County by 
linking qualifi ed applicants 
with attorneys who volunteer 
their time on a pro bono basis. 
HVL is an equal opportunity 
agency, providing services to 
clients without regard to race, 
gender, disability, age, sexual 
orientation, national origin, or 
religion. 
 For more informa-
tion, call 713-228-0735 
or visit www.makejus
ticehappen.org.

Insurance advice
for East Texas storms
 If one’s home was dam-
aged by a tornado and se-
vere weather, contact your 
insurance company or agent 
to fi le a claim as soon as 
possible. 
 These tips will help make 
the process go smoother:
 Keep a list of everyone 
with whom one talked at 
the insurance company. Be 
ready to answer questions 
about the damage. 
 Make a list of damaged 
property. Take pictures or 
video. Don’t throw anything 
away until the insurance 
company says it is OK. 
 Take steps to protect your 
home from further damage. 
Cover broken windows and 
holes to keep rain out and 
prevent vandalism or theft.  
 Try to be there when the 
insurance company comes 
to inspect the damage. If 
residents can’t stay in their 
home, leave a note with in-
formation on the homeown-
er’s contact information. 
 Ask an agent about ad-
ditional living expenses. If 
you’re forced out of your 
home to make repairs, your 
insurance policy may pay 

for some of those expenses.
 Tips to avoid fraud:
 Get written estimates on 
company letterhead with 
clear contact information. 
 Get more than one bid to  
help in deciding which of-
fers are too high or too good 
to be true. 
 Beware of contractors 
who only have out-of-town 
references, or who solicit 
door-to-door. 
 Check references and 
phone numbers. Call the 
Better Business Bureau to 
see if a contractor has com-
plaints.
 Don’t pay up front and 
don’t make your fi nal pay-
ment until the job is fi n-
ished. 
 Beware of offers to waive 
your deductible. The con-
tractor could be submitting 
false information to your in-
surance company.
 Never sign a contract 
with blanks.
 For information on insur-
ance coverage, call Texas 
Department of Insurance’s 
Help Line at 1-800-252-
3439 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

the words of Mother Tere-
sa,  “Joy is prayer; joy is 
strength: joy is love; joy is 
a net of love by which you 
can catch souls.” 
 There will be a private 
service at Niday Funeral 
Home. 
 A memorial Mass for 
family and friends will be 
celebrated at St. Luke the 
Evangelist Catholic Church 
on a day to be determined.

Please support our 
local businesses
 As we are apparently starting to recover from 
COVID-19 and the emphasis can move from our safe-
ty to getting life back to hopefully something which 
seems more normal, our priorities should change. 
One big concern for our community is what is next? I 
believe it is imperative that we realize how important 
each aspect of our community is – the family, church-
es, education, organizations and businesses. 
 It is my hope that as a community we support all 
aspects of our community. While all are most import-
ant, one I believe is in more danger of not properly 
surviving – that being our small community business-
es.
 Most are owned by your neighbors. While we take 
most for granted, combined they are a critical part of 
our community.  They help us keep up property values 
and add to a better community life.
 I strongly urge that during this period of trying to 
get back to normal we all make an effort to support 
our small businesses that are located throughout 
the community. Don’t just support them, but let them 
know it is important to you that they are here. A kind 
word can go a long way.
 It really will pay off in the long run. While we sup-
port them, they support the community. We will all 
benefi t. We must succeed together. 

–Marie Flickinger
Publisher
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/15/20.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

NOW TAKING APPOINTMENTS FOR 
DETAIL & HANDWASH SERVICES
www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Mechanic  
On Duty

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

BBB Accredited Business

11101 Resource Pkwy.
Houston, TX 77089

281-484-9006

1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109
Pearland, TX 77581

832-736-9006
We have space available at each location

Texan Bank 
Texan Bank CARESCARES

N
Houston • Friendswood • Clear Lake

Sugar Land • River Oaks

WWW . T E X A N B A N K . C O M
(

SBA APPROVED

PAYCHECK PROTECTION
PROGRAM

LENDER

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

"The Company You'll Keep"

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

BUYING or SELLING ?
We’re South Belt’s #1

50 Years Experience
Great Office Location
Knowledgeable

        Personal Service

The Name You Know! 
With Experience You Can Trust!

(Free Home Inspection With Estimate of Value)

Call Today!

Lady Longhorns among 22-6A’s top soccer honorees

Dobie senior Taiya Mitchell (11) ended her prep career as one of 
the best players at her position in school history as she was the 2020 
Co-Defensive Player of the Year in District 22-6A. The University of 
Houston commit was also the district’s Defensive Player of the Year as 
both a freshman and sophomore.

Dobie junior McKenzie Rankins was solid in the nets for the Lady 
Longhorns on her way to Co-Goalkeeper of the Year accolades for 
the team. She was also a member of the district’s all-academic team. 
See Dobie’s all-district selections on Page 5. 

 It's now been 30 years 
since the South Belt Palomino 
division baseball team won a 
World Series title in Greens-
boro, N.C., turning a double 
play in the bottom of the sev-
enth inning to secure a 1-0 
win and grab the title of the 
world's best. And what a sum-
mer it was.
 The win itself will stay in 
the recordbooks as the 17- 
18-year-old division squad 
grabbed glory, but all these 
years later it is the "inside" 
stories that prevail. 
 Back then, the 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills Lit-
tle League stood as one of 
the state's best. SBHLL Pony 
baseball teams reached World 
Series play in Indiana in both 
1987 and 1988, and probably 
should have won the champi-
onship in at least one of those 

seasons.
 By the 1989 high school 
season Dobie rolled into the 
postseason with its most ever 
talented team, only to run into 
Deer Park in the Region III 
championship round. 
 The Longhorns were good 
but the Deer were better, even-
tually reaching the state title 
game.
 In the summer of 1990, 
Tommy Bischof set out to put 
together his Palomino sum-
mer league team, comprised 
primarily of Dobie High 
School players. 
 But he had also landed a 
commitment from Deer Park 
pitching ace Jay Vaught, who 
was set to attend the Universi-
ty of Texas.
 South Belt was already 
loaded. Ace pitcher Byron 
Doyle was on board, as was 

catcher Jeff Brannon. 
 The offensive options in-
cluded but was not limited to 
Ryan Long, a Dobie kid who 
had signed with Louisiana 
State University but would 
later sign with the Kansas 
City Royals as a second-round 
draft choice. 
 There was also Mike Ev-
ans, who also went to play 
minor league baseball with 
Kansas City, Doug Woodson, 

30 years ago: South Belt Palomino baseball wins it all
Marty Barbosa, Reynaldo 
Trevino, Keith Harrison and 
others that Bischof recruited 
from other high schools.
 The team was loaded, but 
it was Vaught who might have 
lifted this group over the top.
 Bischof has told the Lead-
er previously that Vaught one 
day suggested that he ask fel-
low Deer Park standout Andy 
Pettitte to join the squad.
 Of course Bischof agreed, 

yet didn't really think it would 
happen. Days later, Pettitte, a 
draft choice of the New York 
Yankees, was a South Belt 
Palomino team member.
 That summer, Pettitte came 
on in relief and then started 
and won the decisive game of 
a doubleheader in tournament 
play in a case where South 
Belt faced elimination in ei-
ther game.
 At the World Series, Pet-

 Thanks to the coronavi-
rus pandemic, the last two-
plus months have been filled 
with many questions but 
very few answers.
 With the 2019-2020 
school year to be completed 
online and  no unauthorized 
personnel allowed to set 
foot on campuses, there is 
no timetable for a return to 
athletics in the near future.
 As such, one can’t help 
but wonder what delays 
might affect the start of 
2020-2021. 
 What schedule changes 
will the University Inter-
scholastic League be forced 
to make, if any?
 All of these unknowns 

Sports starts could be altered due to pandemic
may be rendered moot with 
a smooth start to the 2020-
2021 school year. Yet where 
fall season athletics are 
concerned, a smooth start 
seems more and more un-
likely each time a coronavi-
rus status update is issued.
 For instance, high school 
volleyball workouts have in 
the past begun as early as 
Aug. 1, with opening night 
for matches almost always a 
week later.
 But it must also be point-
ed out that players usually 
have the benefit of spring 
league or club level play 
to stay sharp at this time of 
year. 
 That hasn't happened to 

this point and doesn't seem 
likely to do so anytime 
soon.
 And high school pro-
grams typically sneak in a 
youth camp a week or so 
prior to the start of presea-
son workouts in an effort to 
allow incoming freshmen a 
head start. 
 So far, there is no one out 
there willing to guess when 
or if that might happen.
 The mega-team Adidas 
Invitational in Pearland, the 
state's largest tournament in 
terms of the number of pro-
grams involved, is usually 
held the first weekend of the 
regular season. 
 Will tournament organiz-

ers, including founder John 
Turner, be forced to be pro-
active and reschedule for a 
later date? The same goes 
for dozens of other tour-
naments statewide, not to 
mention across this nation.
 Football? Yes, there is 
the issue of the Universi-
ty Interscholastic League's 
100th season coming later 
this fall, with week zero 
usually slated well before 
Labor Day.
 But football players and 
coaches are usually afforded 
spring workouts if they so 
choose, and many programs 
participate in 7-on-7 sum-
mer leagues. 
 Those spring workouts 
were canceled, as have most 
7-on-7 options.
 Where football, and vol-
leyball for that matter, are 
concerned, the issue of pre-
paredness where it meets 
safety is the issue. When a 
“resume normal activities” 
date comes, will additional 
time need to be added to al-
low for safe returns?
 It is August and Septem-
ber that is at issue here, but 
those months will arrive 
sooner than later. Thanks to 
the pandemic, all activities 
outside of staying inside must 
be addressed.

Local Delivery/ Curbside Pick-Up

281-369-9000
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.
Sun. - Thur.11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Fri & Sat.

Whether it’s Curbside Pickup, 
Local Delivery or Catering, 

Choose DAN’S to Dine!

Toni Muse

GREEN AND 
ASSOCIATES
REALTORS®

Moving Families 
For 35 Years! 

Call me first if you’re 
thinking of buying or 

selling!

281-389-6519
Five Star Realtor 

Texas Monthly magazine

 Thus far, Little League 
International, which oversees 

No new information on youth play
many of the world's youth 
baseball and softball leagues, 
has yet to deliver another 
statement since it recom-
mended halting all play until 
May 11.
 In the case of the 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills Lit-
tle League, two months of 
play will have been missed 
locally if play does resume 
on or thereabout that May 11 
date. Few, if any, expect play 
to begin then.
 Many teams within the 
South Belt Girls Softball As-
sociation were able to com-
pete in roughly a month's 
worth of tournament play be-
fore the coronavirus shutout 

 The ninth annual Darren 
Lajaunie Memorial Tennis 
Tournament is scheduled for 
June 26-28 at the Harry Tay-
lor Tennis Center in Pasade-
na.
 Up to this point, tourna-
ment organizers, including 
event founder Camille Lajau-
nie, have had to work around 
the shutdown caused by the 
pandemic as the original date 
were May 1-3.
 Despite the scheduling 
issues, the tournament com-
mittee has awarded academic 
scholarships to six deserving 
class of 2020 seniors from 
Dobie High School. 
 Two more sophomores 

Lajaunie tennis 
tournament reset 
for June 26-28

titte pitched and won South 
Belt's opening game and then 
started the championship 
game on short notice when 
Doyle had to pass.
 The victory at the time was 
South Belt's fi rst in a “World 
Series” environment. Pettitte 
pitched one season with San 
Jacinto College while nego-
tiating with the Yankees and 
then signed. 
 The rest of Pettitte's story 

is very much public knowl-
edge. Long toiled in the mi-
nors with Kansas City and has 
since been a minor league hit-
ting instructor for much of his 
life in the Pittsburgh Pirates’ 
organization.
 Evans is a high school 
baseball coach at a private 
school in Houston. Just about 
every South Belt Palomino 
World Series title team mem-
ber played collegiate baseball.

came. The fields have been 
vacant since.
 At this point, there are 
several factors in play. A go-
ahead to resume play at El 
Franco Lee Park is one of 
them as the proper authorities 
would have to allow the parks 
to open for competition.
 Also, social distancing is 
a focus that isn't going away 
anytime soon. While Gov. 
Greg Abbott has set May 1 
as a date for restaurants and 
retail businesses to open at 
25 percent capacity, the time 
to allow for a full house of 
fans, albeit parents, coaches 
or players, doesn't appear to 
be imminent.

from First Baptist Christian 
Academy also were honored. 
For additional details, see 
Page 5.
 Tournament registration 
details will come soon, and 
scholarship donation, used 
racket donation and other 
tournament-related efforts 
are ongoing. Visit the tourna-
ment's Facebook page at Dar-
ren Lajaunie Tennis Scholar-
ships for additional details.
 Darren Lajaunie graduated 
from Dobie, where he played 
tennis. He and his family, 
including wife Camille and 
son Andrew, played tennis in 
the Bay Area before Darren's 
cancer-related death.

 Would it have been dif-
ferent without Pettitte on the 
South Belt roster all those 
years ago? It’s easy to say yes 
today, what with Pettitte be-
coming a standout with base-
ball’s most famous franchise.
 But the South Belt bunch 
was a great one all the way 

around, with so many moving 
on to play collegiately.
 South Belt Palomino teams 
went on to win at least one 
more World Series crown, but 
the 1990 team was the talk of 
the town after this one. It was a 
special time 30 years ago, and 
the memories persist.

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
South Belt • 281-484-6888

12933 Gulf Freeway
www.lashaciendasgrill.com

 NASA • 281-557-3500  1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45
League City • 281-334-2175  2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Limited Seating 
Available

Curbside pickup available. 
Margaritas available with food orders!

DIXIE DELI 

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK 

281-484-3083
364A FM 1959 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)

Hours: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 



LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words 
- $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician, Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 5-14

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE. Beseler 23C 
Photographic Enlarger 
with the following accesso-
ries including roll-around 
cart. 1 - electric light timer, 
4 - small vacuum hooks, 7 
- large vacuum hooks, 1 - 
thermometer in black tube, 
1 - “C” paper grabber, 10 - 
paper clamps, 1 - glass 
pane 8” X 11”, 1 - black 
markingpen and 1 - plastic 
funnel. Inside black plastic 
box: 8.5” X 11” paper stor-
age, 1 - yellow electric bulb 
(safelight), 1 - lens cover, 4 
- various size paper hold-
ers, 2 - Beseler negative 

carriers 35mm and 23C. 
$150. Please call 281-
485-5114. 5-14

SERVICES
PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.’s, etc. Time for clean-
ing. Free Estimates! 5-22
RVM PAINTING & 
REMODELING. Painting 
interior/exterior, wood fenc-
es, pressure washing, 
clean gutters and wash 
windows. Commercial/
Residential. Free Esti-
mates. 832-406-0183 
www.rvmpainting.com   
 5-14
Houses, driveways, side-
walks, boats, etc. 
PRESSURE WASHING. 
All your exterior cleaning 
needs. Free estimates. 
Call 832-425-9404. 5-14

HELP WANTED

Support

Leader

Advertisers

LAWN & GARDEN

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Southeast VFD needs you!
We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS 
Department. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving 
record check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 
7PM at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very 
limited training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon 
acceptance. If you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, 
Forest Service, Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You 
can visit our website:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an 
application package and see some of the activities that we participate in year-
ly.  Please come to one of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and 
join us in this very important and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and 
needed part of our growing community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  
Your community needs you!  

VOLUNTEERS 
SOUGHT

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words 
- $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.

281-481-5656

CALENDAR
Alcoholics Anonymous – “Breakfast with Bill,” 
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for additional information, or 
drop in.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For 
women affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-
487-8787, or drop in.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-484-
9243.

SUNDAY, MAY 3
2 p.m.

Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a 
loved one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, 
Easter and Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. 
For additional information, call 281-487-8787.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

MONDAY, MAY 4
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 to 11 a.m. 
Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 
located at 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter 
through the back of the church. Call 409-454-5720 for 
additional information, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group of AA meets at noon 3525 Broadway St., in 
Pearland. For additional information, call 713-686-
6300.

6:30 p.m.
Toastmasters – The Young Professionals Southeast 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 has gone virtual! 
Meeting is Mondays, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., at the 
websit https://youngprofessionalstoastmasters.com/.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, 
call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
NA, open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 
518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth 
building). For additional information, call 713-661-
4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 
281-286-2525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential 
domestic violence/sexual abuse support group for 
women. Visit www.bayareaturningpoint.org for infor-
mation.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

THURSDAY, MAY 7
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for additional information, or 
drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group of AA meets at noon 3525 Broadway St., in 
Pearland. For additional information, call 713-686-
6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., at First Presbyterian Church 
(youth building) in Pearland, located at 2930 E. 
Broadway (FM 518). For additional information, call 
713-661-4200.

Young Professionals SE Toastmasters Club is com-
mitted to its member’s safety during this National 
Emergency and will conduct virtual meetings every 
Monday (except holidays), effective 3/16/2020, to 
ensure its members continue their journey to becom-
ing confi dent communicators and leaders. To be a 
guest at the virtual meeting, select the “contact us” 
button on the home page menu (www.youngprofes
sionalstoastmasters.com) to obtain access to the vir-
tual meeting platform. For additional information, call 
Karen Nunn at 832-722-9061 or Carolyn Carmichael 
at 832-372-3565.

7 p.m.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – gives coping 
skills in a non-threatening environment to adults who 
have lost a loved one to suicide. For details email 
LynneAnnH@yahoo.com or visit www.crisishotline.
org or call 832-416-1177.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
NA, open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 
518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth 
building). For details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.
hascona.com.

7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s Group, 
12 Step Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 7:30 to 
8:30 p.m. in the Education Bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 
77089. For details, call Jesse at 832-725-8479 or Rita 
at 281-309-2801.

TUESDAY, MAY 5
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, 
call 713-686-6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
NA, open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 
518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth 
building). For details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.
hascona.com.

Due to the current novel coronavirus pandemic, it 
is advisable to verify if meetings are still being 
held prior to attending. Many regularly scheduled 
meetings have been canceled through the month 
of April. However, Gov. Greg Abbott has initiated 
Strike Force to begin opening Texas businesses 
safely.

THURSDAY, APRIL 30
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., at First United Methodist Church, 
located at 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., in Pasadena, in the 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
additional information, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group of AA meets at noon 3525 Broadway St., in 
Pearland. For additional information, call 713-686-
6300.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building). 
For additional information, call 713-661-4200 or visit 
www.hascona.com.

FRIDAY, MAY 1
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for additional information, or 
drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group of AA meets at noon 3525 Broadway St., in 
Pearland. For additional information, call 713-686-
6300.

 7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
NA, open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building). 
For additional information, call 713-661-4200 or visit 
www.hascona.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 2
7:30 a.m.

Call the
Leader 
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needs!
11555 
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Looking 
to sell 

or lease 
your home?

Let us
help you!

Place an 
ad in the 

South 
Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's 
weekly 

Real Estate 
section!
11555 

Beamer 
281-

481-5656

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $21
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX  77089

After Hours:  Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

South Belt-Ellington Leader

Looking to fill a full-time or part-time position?
Let us help you!

Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader’s weekly 

HELP WANTED section!
11555 Beamer            281-481-5656

  • STAY HOME
  • WASH YOUR
    HANDS and 
  • PRACTICE 
    SOCIAL 
    DISTANCING

REMEMBER

“Stay safe and well!” 
 –South Belt Leader staff

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯
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Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates
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 The Darren Lajaunie Ten-
nis Scholarship Fund was 
able to award tennis camp and 
college scholarships to appli-
cants this year even though 
the Covid-19 virus has de-
layed the playing of the ninth 
annual tournament to this 
point.
 Two junior tennis players 
who train at the Harry Taylor 
Tennis Center were awarded 
summer camp sessions.  The 
female recipient for the 2020 
Center Court Camp Scholar-
ship is Binh Dang, who is a 
sophomore tennis player from 
First Baptist Christian Acade-
my in Pasadena and has been 

playing tennis for the last 15 
months. She is an internation-
al student from Viet Nam and 
was a Center Court Tennis 
Camp Scholarship recipient 
in 2019. 
 Dang enjoys volunteering 
at her local library because, 
she said, it gives her a chance 
to work with other teenagers 
along with improving her so-
cial skills. She is a member of 
the student council, choir and 
United States Tennis Associa-
tion.
 Dang added that the tennis 
player who has inspired her 
the most is 13-year-old Gigi 
Hays from France. Dang said 

she follows Hays on Insta-
gram and watches the player’s 
workout videos so she can im-
prove her game and gain in-
spiration.
 Dang is a member of her 
school’s varsity tennis team 
thanks to all the hard work she 
has been doing.  She would 
like to continue to play ten-
nis in high school and perhaps 
collegiately.
 The male recipient for 
the 2020 Center Court Camp 
Scholarship is Ryan Ruzek.  
He is also a sophomore ten-
nis player from First Baptist 
Christian Academy in Pasade-
na and has been playing tennis 

for two years.  
 Ruzek has developed a real 
love for the sport and has ded-
icated himself to improving 
his skills on the court.  He has 
been an ambassador for tennis 
at his school, recruiting sever-
al of his friends to play on the 
team with him.
 In addition, Ruzek spends 
some of his free time volun-
teering at the Houston Food 
Bank, with the Galveston 
homeless ministry and Explo-
ration Green Planting.  He has 
also participated in a mission-
ary trip to Maine.
 Ruzek told the Lajaunie se-
lection committee he has been 

Lajaunie Scholarship Fund awards 8, including six Dobie High School seniors
inspired by professional ten-
nis player, Switzerland’s Rog-
er Federer, and his coach John 
Thomas from Harry Taylor 
Tennis Center because they 
both care about the sport and 
strive to improve constantly 
when they play and train. 
 Ruzek is a member of the 
National Honor Society, has 
been named “Band Student 
of the Year” and is a member 
of the University of Texas at 
San Antonio. He has also held 
the No. 1 boys’ singles tennis 
ranking at his school.  
 Ruzek said he plans to con-
tinue playing tennis in high 
school and hopes to help out 

with classes at the Harry Tay-
lor Tennis Center when the 
time is right for a safe return.
 This year, the Darren La-
jaunie Tennis Scholarship 
Fund awarded six J. Frank 
Dobie High School tennis 
team seniors college scholar-
ships.
 Taking top honors for the 
Dobie girls’ Grand Slam Col-
lege Scholarship was Kate-
lyn Huynh. She will receive 
a $1,000 scholarship and said 
she will be attending San Ja-
cinto College, where she 
plans to study nursing.  
 Huynh said that tennis is 
important to her because it has 

become an “outlet of balance” 
for her. It has given her a so-
cial, academic and physical 
balance she needed in her life.  
She also attributes Health Oc-
cupation Student Association 
(HOSA), Key Club and math 
club for balancing out the rest 
of her activities. 
 The Class of 2020 high 
school senior has been a part 
of Dobie’s tennis team for 
four years and said the tennis 
fi gure who has inspired her 
the most is Dobie head coach 
Manuel Moreno Jr. because, 
she said, he goes above and 
beyond to help any and all the 
tennis players willing to im-
prove their game.
 Taking top honors for 
the Dobie boys' Grand Slam 
College Scholarship was Se-
bastian Delgado, who will 
receive a $1,000 scholarship 
and will be attending Texas 
Tech University in Lubbock, 
where he plans to study kine-
siology.
 Delgado has been playing 
tennis for four years and two 
of them have been as team 
captain and as the team's No. 
1 boys' singles player.
 As a captain, he instituted 
“team socials” to bring his 
team together and develop 
bonding leading to a success-
ful team.
 Delgado is a member of 
the Dobie Academic Decath-

lon team, Dobie sports med-
icine, the Key Club, HOSA, 
the chess club and JROTC.  
 Also a YMCA volunteer 
basketball coach, Delga-
do said he has been able to 
balance all of his activities 
through hard work and time 
management.
 The tennis player that in-
spires Delgado the most, he 
said, is Nikoloz Basilashvili 
from the country of Georgia.  
Delgado said he appreciates 
the professional player's fore-
hand skills and how he takes 
charge of his game.  
 Delgado’s remaining ten-
nis goals are to try out for the 
Texas Tech team and eventu-
ally open a tennis center in the 
South Belt area.
 Four other Dobie tennis 
seniors received scholarships 
through the Lajaunie effort.
 Thailony Kam Trevino, a 
four-year tennis veteran, will 
receive a $500 scholarship 
and will be attending San 
Jacinto College, where she 
plans to study medical billing 
and coding. 
 Kam Trevino said she has 
volunteered at Rice Universi-
ty as a ball girl during colle-
giate tennis matches.
 As a senior this spring, she 
placed second at the Spring 
Fling Tournament with her 
doubles partner and also took 
fi rst place in the Ron Wes-

brooks Invitational at Lamar 
University in the mixed dou-
bles division.
 Kam Trevino said she is in-
spired by Serena Williams be-
cause of Williams' focus, will 
and desire to push hard to win. 
 Gisell Morales, also a four-
year tennis player, will get a 
$500 scholarship. She will be 
attending University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake, where she 
plans to study predental.
 Morales was also a tennis 
team captain at Dobie who 
helped take charge and bring 
the team together by bonding 
on and off the courts.
 One of her favorite memo-
ries is when she and her dou-
bles partner won the “A” Girls 
Doubles title at the Wesbrooks 
event at Lamar University. 
 Morales was also a part of 
the HOSA, the Key Club and 
the student council at Dobie.
 Kristy Morales, twin sister 
of Gisell Morales, is a four-
year tennis veteran and will 
receive a $500 scholarship. 
She, like her sister, will be 
attending the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake, where 
she plans to study business.
 Morales added that she has 
been busy balancing her ten-
nis, academics and extracur-
ricular activities like HOSA, 
Key Club and student council 
at Dobie.
 The professional tennis 
player who has inspired her 
the most is Federer because 
of his love of tennis, skill and 
persistence on the courts.  
 The other Dobie tennis se-
nior receiving a $500 scholar-
ship is Son Truong, who will 
be attending the University of 
Houston to study business. 
 Truong told the Lajaunie 
committee he has been play-
ing tennis for fi ve years and 
attributes his personal growth 
in tennis because of the sup-
port he has received from his 
teammates and his coach, 
Moreno.  
 Truong said the tennis 
player that has inspired him 
the most is his teammate and 
Dobie captain, Sebastian Del-
gado, because of the hard 
work and determination he 
has dedicated to his academ-
ics and tennis.
 Truong spends his week-
ends volunteering at his 
church, assisting with church 
school and in the offi ce.  He 
is also a teaching assistant for 
the Vietnamese school.  He 
is a member of Dobie’s Key 
Club and Business Profes-
sional of America. His great-
est tennis achievement was 
placing second at district with 
the team during the fall team 
tennis campaign.
 The ninth annual Darren 
Lajaunie Memorial Tennis 
Tournament is currently set 
for June 26-28, at the Harry 
Taylor Tennis Center in Pasa-
dena.  
 Those interested in playing 
are encouraged to check the 
website home page for the en-
try form  at DLTennisscholar
ships.com or stop by Racquet 
Pro in Webster or the Harry 
Taylor Tennis Center in Pasa-
dena for an entry form.
 Updates for scholarships, 
tournament and the Used 
Tennis Racket Drive can be 
found on the website and 
Facebook.

Ryan Ruzek, who held down the No. 1 boys’ singles spot 
at First Baptist Christian Academy this season as a soph-
omore, is a recipient of the Lajaunie Center Court Camp 
scholarship award for 2020 and will be eligible to take les-
sons at the Harry Taylor Tennis Center when time allows.

Class of 2020 senior Thailony Kam Trevino of Dobie ex-
celled as a doubles player for the Longhorns this season and 
now plans to attend San Jacinto College, putting her Lajau-
nie scholarship award to great use.

Another Dobie team captain this season, Gisell Morales 
scored a Lajaunie scholarship award and plans to study 
predental at the University of Houston-Clear Lake.

First Baptist Christian Academy sophomore Binh Dang 
was awarded summer camp sessions at the Harry Taylor 
Tennis Center in Pasadena courtesy of the Darren Lajau-
nie Scholarship Fund for 2020 and plans to continue to im-
prove her on-court skills.

Dobie’s Katelyn Huynh, a 2020 Lajaunie scholarship 
award recipient, plans to continue her studies at San Ja-
cinto College.

 Kristy Morales, one of six Dobie Class of 2020 seniors to 
land a Lajaunie scholarship award, plans to attend the 
University of Houston-Clear Lake, where she will study 
business.

A Dobie team captain this season, Sebastian Delgado plans 
to utilize his Lajaunie scholarship to attend Lamar Uni-
versity in Beaumont, where he is set to study kinesiology. 
He also hopes to one day open a youth tennis facility in the 
South Belt area.

The Longhorns’ Son Truong earned a Lajaunie scholarship 
award and plans to make good use of it while attending the 
University of Houston, where he plans to study business. 

 Dobie senior Taiya 
Mitchell solidifi ed her 
standing as one of the 

all-time Lady Longhorn 
greats, snagging Co-Defen-
sive Player of the Year hon-

ors within District 22-6A 
as the league's coaches an-
nounced their varsity girls' 

Lady Longhorns among 22-6A’s top soccer honorees
soccer honorees.
 Mitchell, who has ver-
bally committed to play 

collegiately at the Univer-
sity of Houston, was also 
the district's Defensive 
Player of the Year pick as 
a freshman and sophomore, 
making her a three-time 
winner.
 The top defensive player 
was also uber-dependable 
for Dobie, starting every 
game for her team over a 
brilliant four-year varsity 
career. As is often said in 
sports, Mitchell is not the 
type of player who is sim-
ply replaced. 
 There will be a void 
where her great play, lead-
ership and dependability 
stood for the last four sea-
sons.
 While Mitchell is set to 
graduate, the Lady Long-
horns should be fi ne in 
their absolute last line of 
defense as 2020 Co-Goal-
keeper of the Year McKen-
zie Rankins will return.
 Seemingly since be-
coming the full-time start-
er early in the 2019 season, 
Rankins has been one of 
the best in the District 22-
6A ranks at her position, 
and 2020 provided plenty 
of examples of that.
 Playing for a fi fth-place 

team at the time play was 
halted, Rankins none-
theless showed her skills 
aplenty in earning a share 
of one of the league's big-
gest awards. Having her 
return for her senior sea-
son in 2020 is a big plus 
for the Lady Longhorns.
 The locals, howev-
er, will need to fi nd some 
goal-scoring ability head-
ing into 2021 as Victoria 
Chu, a fi rst-team all-dis-
trict player and scoring 
leader for two seasons, 
will also move on as a 
member of Dobie's Class 
of 2020 graduates.
 Chu led Dobie in goals 
scored both as a junior and 
senior, earning 22-6A fi rst 
team honors both seasons. 
She, too, will be diffi cult 
to replace moving forward.
 The Lady Longhorns' 
Francesca Reyes also land-
ed on the 22-6A fi rst team 
after a stellar season in her 
fi rst run at signifi cant var-
sity time. 
 Dobie second-team-
ers within District 22-6A 
included Victoria Nunez 
and Miranda Serrano,with 
Laura Diaz an honorable 
mention choice.Senior Victoria Chu led Dobie in goals scored for the 

second straight season and was an easy choice for a fi rst-
team all-district nomination in District 22-6A. Chu was 
also a fi rst-team honoree in 2019.

Victoria Nunez (4) of Dobie was solid this season for her 
team, playing well down the stretch as the Lady Long-
horns pushed for a playoff spot. For her efforts, Nunez 
was a second-team all-district honoree.

Dobie’s Miranda Serrano (10) excelled in 2020 for the 
Lady Longhorns, earning herself a second team all dis-
trict selection as she helped the locals to the brink of the 
postseason before the stoppage.

The Lady Longhorns’ Francesca Reyes (13) had a ter-
rifi c all-around season as she landed on the District 22-
6A fi rst team as a player and was also an all-academic 
team nominee.

An honorable mention all-district pick for Dobie with-
in District 22-6A, Laura Diaz (23) excelled as the Lady 
Longhorns remained in playoff contention before the 
coronavirus pandemic halted play.

Dobie’s 22-6A 
All-Academic Honorees

Maydelin Almaguer

Victoria Chu

Julissa Garcia

Karen Hernandez

Yanely Perez

McKenzie Rankins

Francesca Reyes

Miranda Serrano



A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPPLLLUUUMMMBBBIIINNNGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want to be included.

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Advertise

in the

Leader!

281-481-5656

Looking to 
improve your 
yard the easy 
way. See our 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
on  page 4

A/C & Appliance Repair
 • Former Sear’s Technician
 • Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

 

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Commercial, Industrial & Residential

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español

832-715-6441
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount
www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

$50 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

CARPENTER
  SHEETROCK    CARPENTRY REPAIRS

  DOORS    PAINTING    FLOORS
  ROTTEN WOOD    ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-816-4099

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

It’s not to soon! Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available
TACLB002755C

*Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba

Need Help 
     Finding Your 
     Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

281-481-5656
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GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351
100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

SOUTH BELT 
A / C  &  H E AT I N G  I N C .

www. Southbeltair.com TACLB26543E

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs

11555 Beamer                    281-484-4337

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

76 Dobie Grad
9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

HOME SERVICES
Fencing, Doors, House Painting 

& Handyman Services
No Job too Small Justin 785-614-4945 

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

Support Leader 
Advertisers

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308



Over The Back Fence by Alexis

Remember When
40 years ago ( 1980)

 Clear Creek Independent 
School District trustees ap-
proved an average 15 per-
cent pay increase for teach-
ers.

35 years ago ( 1985)
 Some 180 families in the 
Southbend subdivision next 
to Brio obtained a court or-
der allowing them to leave 
their homes without fear of 
foreclosure or adverse cred-
it records.
 The Sagemont Park 
Community Improvement 
Association decided to dis-
continue the subdivision’s 
security service due to lack 
of support.
 Representatives of the 
South Belt Civic Coalition 
requested numerous capi-
tal improvements from the 
city ranging from widening 
Sabo between Kingspoint 
and Fuqua to installing 
drainage inlets in Scarsdale.

30 years ago (1990)
 William Fontenot, of the 
Louisiana attorney general’s 
offi ce, advised South Belt 
residents that if they want-
ed to do something about 
the Brio Superfund toxic 
waste dump, they would 
have to do it themselves. 
He said if they were waiting 
for the government to help 
them out, they would just sit 
around waiting.
 Twice within two hours 
Memorial Southeast Hospi-
tal’s critical care unit was 
at capacity, and ambulances 
were diverted to Clear Lake 
Hospital.
 Dobie’s 155-member 
chorale department sang 
its way to superior ratings 
at the Yellow Rose Classic 
contest in San Antonio.

25 years ago (1995)
 Controversial subject 
matter prompted the Clear 
Creek Independent School 
District to question accept-
ing a new health textbook.
 Delvin Mouton, former 
Clear Brook High School 
student, was sentenced to 
life in prison for the mur-
der of an elderly Sageglen 
woman.
 CCISD registered stu-
dents for the summer school 
sessions.
 Clear Brook High School 
announced plans to im-
plement a modifi ed block 
schedule where students 
would be able to earn 32 
credits in four years, up 
from the current 24.

20 years ago (2000)
 Jonathan Barrica’s fa-
ther, Jamie Barrica, started 
a campaign to collect sig-
natures to petition for a bill 

that would ban handguns.
 Members of the orga-
nized crime unit made an 
arrest of four people in 
Sageglen. Houston police 
offi cers arrested two men 
and two women for a Cor-
pus Christi carjacking.
 A barbecue benefi t was 
held for James Vaughan, 
9-year-old son of Tina 
Jones Vaughan and James 
Vaughan who suffered from 
acute lymphoma leukemia.

15 years ago (2005)
 The 147th Texas Air 
National Guard Unit at El-
lington was on the Base Re-
alignment and Closure list 
of bases to be scrutinized. 
The 147th eventually lost 
its F-16 fi ghters at BRAC’s 
recommendation.
 PISD Superintendent 
Dr. Rick Schneider an-
nounced plans to retire in 
January 2006. He made the 
announcement to the board 
of trustees to give members 
ample time to search for a 
replacement.
 Houston City council 
member for District E Addie 
Wiseman helped with the 
cleanup of a vacant house 
on Sagehill that was overrun 
with cats.
 Precinct 2 Constable 
Gary Freeman’s Deputy 
Robert Sanchez was at-
tacked by a family violence 
suspect. He was treated at 
Memorial Hermann South-
east Hospital and released. 

The suspect was charged 
with aggravated assault on a 
peace offi cer.

10 years ago (2010)
 Rhonda Parmer, Fra-
zier principal was named 
Texas’ 2010 National Dis-
tinguished Principal in a 
surprise announcement at 
the area elementary school. 
She was also awarded a 
check for $10,000, thanks 
to a generous donation from 
Mentoring Minds.
 Recent elections found 
incumbents winning all 
races. In the Clear Creek 
Independent School District 
elections, At-Large Position 
B incumbent Ann Hammond 
easily defeated two chal-
lengers. 
 District 1 incumbent 
Robert Davee ran unchal-
lenged and would maintain 
his position.
 In the Clear Brook City 
Municipal Utility District 
elections, incumbents Jim 
Bishop and Bill Morgan 
would both maintain their 
positions. Bishop narrowly 
won his seat in the race for 
the Position 5 seat, winning 
by a mere two votes. 
Morgan won the election in  
the race for the Position 4 
seat.
 In the elections for the 
Kirkmont Municipal Utility 
District, incumbents 
Michael Grizzaffi , Debra 
Carroll and Gordon Bevill 
retained their positions.

5 years ago (2015)
 With a little help from 
Mother Nature, the 19th 
annual South Belt Spectac-
ular Cook-off, held April 30 
to May 2 at El Franco Lee 
Park, was a huge success, 
raising signifi cantly more 
funds than any other to date. 
Funds raised went toward 
the annual Fourth of July 
fi reworks show and local 
youth organizations.
 The Dobie High School 
Academic Decathlon Team 
was recognized by the Pas-
adena Independent School 
District board of trustees for 
its exemplary performance 
at the Texas Academic De-
cathlon state tournament in 
San Antonio. 
 The team placed sixth 
overall, fourth in the Super 
Quiz and took home several 
individual medals. Vincent 
Gonzales received the fi fth 
highest point total in the 
honors division, and Jacob 
Little took home the state 
title with the most individu-
al points in the varsity divi-
sion.

1 year ago (2019)
 The 23rd annual South 
Belt Spectacular Cook-off, 
held Thursday, April 25, 
through Saturday, April 
27, at El Franco Lee Park, 
was a huge success, raising 
thousands of dollars for the 
yearly South Belt Fourth of 
July fi reworks display, also 
held at the area park.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, STACEY!
 Happy birthday wishes are sent to long-
time South Belt resident Stacey Waugh who 
enjoys a birthday May 4 from her mother 
Sandy Robb, friends and the Leader staff. 
She and Sandy are volunteers for the Leader 
Christmas program, giving many hours of time 
during the holiday. She also donates money 
to the program by collecting aluminum cans 
throughout the year.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff members 
of the Pasadena Independent School District 
celebrate birthdays April 30 through May 6, 
2020.

Burnett Elementary
 Erika Gonzalez enjoys a birthday May 3. 
May 4 is the day to send Daren Dibble a 
birthday greeting.

Bush Elementary
 Send a happy birthday greeting to Nicole 
Holguin on May 3. Sing a birthday song to 
Mindy Cook May 4. 

Genoa Elementary
 Join in the birthday celebration May 3 for 
Alejandra Guerra. 

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends birthday wishes to 
friends. For those wanting a birthday men-
tioned in this section, email mynews@south
beltleader.com with “OTBF: Friends Celebrate 
Birthdays” in the subject line by Friday noon 
for the next week’s publication.
 Thursday, April 30: Norma Partida, Cindy 
Munoz, Diana Guzman, Scott Koplin and 
Mathew Ortiz; Friday, May 1: Kenneth 
Zermeno, Ladonna Alvarez, John Anderson, 
Elizabeth Lastovica, Vareck Herrera, David 
Payne, Shanna Mounce, Clint Simmons 
and Stephanie Sirt; Sunday, May 3: Craig 
Pittman, Keith Richardson, Tanya Morales 
and Brandie Ash; Monday, May 4: Stacy 
Waugh, Scott Siscoe and Tamara Fisher; 
Tuesday, May 5: Jennifer Bustamante, 
Tori French, Alice Wright, Pat Becker and 
Amanda Zamora; and Wednesday, May 6: 
Patrick Ermis, Roni Gonzales and Erin Hill.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

Meador Elementary
 Best wishes for a happy birthday are sent 
May 4 to Paulina Rivas-Lopez.

Moore Elementary
 The day for a birthday party for Traci Marr 
and Beth Anne Mullen is May 6. 

Stuchbery Elementary
 Best wishes for a great birthday May 3 are 
sent to Cheryl Fox. Break out the party bal-
loons May 3 for Marie Orozco and Andrea 
Senegal.

Melillo Middle School
 May 6 is the day for a birthday cake for 
Sandra Vann.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Happy birthday wishes May 5 to Lindy 
Pace.

 Thompson Intermediate
 Send a birthday greeting May 3 to Maria 
Lopez. 

Dobie High
   A double-layer birthday cake April 30 is 
in order for Erica Moreno and Mathew Ortiz.  
The day for a party for Marcia Griffin and 
Robert McDonald is May 2. Tanya Morales 
enjoys a birthday May 3.  

Emergency fund helps students
 Responding to the needs 
of many of its students, Uni-
versity of Houston-Clear 
Lake relaunched its Hawk 
Emergency Fund to assist 
students facing unexpected 
fi nancial hardships as a re-
sult of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 
 The funds can provide 
much needed fi nancial as-
sistance up to $500 for eli-
gible students.
 “We know that many 
UHCL Hawks are chal-
lenged fi nancially during 
this diffi cult time,” said 
UHCL President Ira K. 
Blake. 
 “We are thinking of you. 
And, I am proud to say that 
many UHCL Hawk support-
ers that include faculty, staff 
and friends have helped 
strengthen this fund through 
their generous contribu-
tions.”
 Students went on spring 
break March 9, which was 
extended the following 
week as the university es-
tablished online classes as a 

result of COVID-19. Class-
es began again online March 
23 and will continue on-
line through the end of the 
spring semester, as well as 
during the summer sessions. 
The economic and physical 
changes resulting from the 
COVID-19 pandemic re-
sulted in an additional need 
for many students who lost 
jobs, did not have access to 
Wi-Fi, nor had the technolo-
gy needed to complete their 
work.
 The Hawk Emergency 
Fund provides expenses to 
cover many issues includ-
ing the following: lost wag-
es and costs related to loss-
es including rent, childcare 
and utility bills; medical ex-
penses; housing; technology 
(internet costs, increased 
technological needs, soft-
ware); tuition assistance; 
and course materials.
 More than 130 gifts have 
been received for this im-
portant effort. 
 Eligible students include 
undergraduate and graduate 

students who are in good 
standing. The funds are 
administered through the 
offi ce of the Dean of Stu-
dents. To date, more than 50 
Hawks have benefi ted from 
the support.
 “We have very support-
ive alumni and community 
friends,” said Joseph Staley 
vice president of Universi-
ty Advancement. “Student 
success is our top priority, 
and our university commu-
nity supports that priority. 
 “We hope that this fund 
will help get our Hawks in 
need back on their feet and 
help them reach their educa-
tional goals.” 
 Donations to the Hawk 
Emergency Fund are tax-de-
ductible. 
 For more information 
on how to give to the Hawk 
Emergency Fund, visit 
http://www.uhcl.edu and se-
lect the “Give to the Hawk 
Emergency Fund” at the top 
of the page or call Universi-
ty Advancement at 281-283-
2024.

Continued from Page 1
including those who live in 
surrounding counties, and 
anyone can get tested re-
gardless of citizenship sta-
tus. 
 The updated online 
self-assessment is confi den-
tial and designed to serve 
the public in the Greater 
Houston area in accordance 
with the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion coronavirus guidelines. 
People who do not have ac-
cess to the online tool can 
call 832-927-7575 to get 
tested.
 The COVID-19 testing 

sites will only accept people 
with a unique identifi cation 
code obtained through the 
screening process. People 
who simply show up to a 
site will not get tested. The 
two Harris County station-
ary sites (located in Bay-
town and Katy) each have 
the capacity to test 500 peo-
ple daily and the rotating 
two mobile sites can test up 
to 125 people per day.
 While El Franco Lee 
Park has served as a pop-
up location on two separate 
occasions, sites change on 
weekly basis.
 For recent federal up-

dates on COVID-19, includ-
ing health tips, fact sheets, 
case counts, and other 
community resources, visit 
www.ReadyHarris.org and 
www.hcphtx.org.

Walgreens
 Two Houston Walgreens 
locations began offering 
drive-thru testing April 24 
for up to 200 people per day.
 At these locations, Wal-
greens has provided ded-
icated space outside the 
stores where Walgreens 
pharmacists will oversee the 
self-administration of rapid 
COVID-19 tests.
 The tests will be free for 

people who meet the crite-
ria established by the CDC 
for testing. Testing includes 
people without health in-
surance and is available re-
gardless of citizenship or 
immigration status.
 Patients interested will 
need to register and se-
cure an appointment in 
advance. To get tested, 
people will take an online 
screening questionnaire 
available via the link on 
ReadyHarris.org or the Wal-
greens website at www.wal
g r e e n s . c o m / f i n d c a r e /
c o v i d 1 9 / t e s t i n g ? b a n =
covid_testing.
 If eligible, residents will 
receive an email and be di-
rected to the testing location 
and asked to follow instruc-
tions, which involve remain-
ing in their vehicle with the 
window rolled up. With the 
help of a Walgreens phar-
macist, residents will then 
perform a nasal swab and 
receive their results within 
24 hours.
 The hours of testing are 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., seven days 
a week, pending weather or 
other unforeseen circum-
stances.

Other sites
 The Texas Department 
of State Health Services 
has put together a compre-
hensive list of drive-thru 
COVID-19 testing locations 
across the state.
 At press time, there was 
a total of 16 testing facili-
ties in the Greater Houston 
area. The closest facility 
to the South Belt area was 
Clinicas Mi Doctor, at 8225 
Broadway near Bellfort.
 To view the map 
of locations, visit txd
s h s . m a p s . a r c g i s . c o m /
a p p s / w e b a p p v i ew e r / i n
dex.html?id=297f10f479d
74b569322084e5215541e.

COVID-19 testing opportunities in city, county

 On April 24 at approxi-
mately 2:05 a.m., Precinct 8 
Sgt. A. Cruz was on routine 
patrol near the intersection 
of El Dorado Boulevard. 
and the Gulf Freeway in 
Webster. 
 While at this intersec-
tion, Cruz was fl agged down 
for an aggravated assault 
involving a deadly weapon 
that had just occurred min-
utes prior. 
 Cruz was advised by wit-
nesses that an individual 
known as “the Samoan” was 
involved in a verbal argu-
ment with the victim. Cruz 

was able to identify “the Sa-
moan” as Pita Faapito from 
previous arrests involving 
Faapito. 
 Deputy Toliver and Dep-
uty Ramirez arrived and 
made contact with the vic-
tim and discovered that he 
had serious injuries to his 
hands and legs. 
 Toliver and Ramirez 
learned Faapito caused the 
injuries with a machete after 
the argument became heat-
ed. EMS was dispatched 
to the scene and additional 
units arrived to assist with 
an area search for the sus-

pect.
 Toliver and Ramirez re-
called seeing the suspect 
east on El Dorado Boule-
vard just prior to Cruz’s ar-
rival. 
 An extensive search of 
the area was conducted to 
no avail.
 The victim was transport-
ed by EMS to HCA Houston 
Clear Lake Hospital where 
he is listed in stable condi-
tion. He was able to posi-
tively identify 38-year-old 
Faapito as the suspect. 
 Toliver and Ramirez 
contacted the offi ce of the 

Harris County District At-
torney and fi led Aggravat-
ed Assault-Deadly Weapon 
charges against Faapito and 
a felony warrant was issued 
for his arrest.
 At approximately 9:20 
a.m., deputies and investi-
gators with the Precinct 8 
Criminal Warrants Division 
were able to locate Faapi-
to in the 18200 block of 
the Gulf Freeway behind a 
Home Depot. 
 He was taken into cus-
tody and transported to the 
Harris County Jail for book-
ing.

Machete-wielding suspect arrested

Continued from Page 1
are especially vulnerable to 
the state’s stay at home, be 
safe expired recommenda-
tion. Uber’s grant expands 
Turner’s existing human 
traffi cking COVID-19 re-
sponse and will assist in 
launching the city’s new do-
mestic violence response in 
light of increased reports.
 “We cannot tolerate vic-
tims suffering in silence 
while home at the hands 
of their domestic abus-
ers,” said Turner. “I want 
to thank Uber for stepping 
forward and providing 
$50,000 in rides to ensure 
that they have a safe way to 
move around. I also want to 
thank HAWC and the HC-
DVCC who have worked 
tirelessly during this crisis.”
 The city’s and coalition 
partners’ efforts include the 
following:
 – Rolling out a social 
media campaign designed 
by HAWC and the HCD-
VCC featuring safety tips, 
hotline numbers, and videos 
by Houston Dash players.
 – HAWC and HCDVCC 
launching a new website, 
www.nocovidabuse .org , 
which contains vital in-
formation and resources.
 – Leveraging OEM’s 
messaging delivery systems 
to ensure people know the 
DV service providers are 
open and are able to help.
 – Partnering with the 
Houston Food Bank to 
place DV resource fl yers in 
distributed boxes and bags.
 – H-E-B’s assistance 
with printing fl yers for these 
distributions.
 – Providing $50,000 in 
Uber rides for human traf-
fi cking and domestic vio-
lence victims as needed.
 The city is also helping to 
address the need for short-
term hotel lodging for vic-
tims since shelters have to 
reduce their populations to 
allow for social distancing.
 “We may be apart, but 
victims of domestic vio-
lence are not alone,” Ka-

min said. “I am grateful to 
all of our community part-
ners and our law enforce-
ment agencies for working 
together with us to reach 
as many people as possible. 
We also call on all residents 
to be aware, to be vigilant 
and to help others in need 
by sharing this information. 
We will continue to do ev-
erything we can to make 
sure Houstonians are safe.”
 “We want to build on our 
existing presence in Hous-
ton and do our small part 
to help during this chal-
lenging time,” said Trevor 
Theunissen, Uber’s public 
affairs director. “This is part 
of our global commitment 
to provide 10 million free 
rides and food deliveries to 
healthcare workers, seniors 
and people in need. We’re 
grateful for Mayor Turn-
er’s leadership on this issue 
and will continue to work 
with more organizations to 
move whatever matters.”
 If one is a victim of do-
mestic violence, help is 
available by calling 713-
528-2121. If one is in im-
mediate danger, call 911.
 For more information 
on the city’s DV response, 
contact Minal Patel Davis 
at 832-393-0977, 832-596-
9965 or minal.davis@hous
tontx.gov.

City sees domestic 
violence increase

Robleses celebrate 27 years

Luis Carlos and Otilia Robles of Sagemont celebrated their 27th wedding anni-
versary in Cancun, Mexico, at the Fiesta American Condesa. The trip was taken 
in  January. They are members of the South Belt Ellington Chamber of Commerce 
and owners of Oti’s Travel. They have three children, daughters Tanya and Natalie 
Robles, both of whom recently graduated from University of Houston Clear Lake, 
and a son Carlos Robles who attends San Jacinto College South campus.

Groom & Board

281-484-9655

Exceptional Grooming at Common
Sense Prices

Tues.-Sat.
7am-6pm

BFBGrooming.com

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

Could I be Pregnant?

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South

Crisis Pregnancy Center

I  need  a  p regnancy  tes t

I  need  to  know wha t  to  do

Sibling duo makes masks for community heroes
 Like most students their age, 
Clear Springs High School soph-
omore Michelle and Creekside 
eighth-grader Nicholas Davis 
are balancing the new world of 
online schooling and attempting 
to entertain themselves in their 
down time during the current 
stay-at-home order due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.
 To stay busy, Michelle devised 
a plan to get creative. She looked 
up designs for protective face 
masks online and began sewing 

them for her family.
 Soon after, the Center for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) revised their recom-
mendations for wearing masks 
in public to further prevent the 
spread of COVID-19.
 After their mother posted a 
notice on a Facebook community 
page about the homemade masks, 
the orders began rolling in from 
neighbors, nurses and even po-
lice offi cers. 
 The siblings quickly became 

a team with Michelle sewing the 
design and Nicholas using his 
favorite technology to help the 
masks fi t more comfortably.
 “Nicholas is more into robot-
ics, electronics and 3D printing,” 
said Nick Davis, the children’s 
dad. “He researched designs for 
mask ear-relief straps.
 These are roughly 7-inch long 
fl exible straps that relieve ten-
sion on the ear.”
 Each mask takes Michelle 
about 10 to 15 minutes to iron, 

pin and sew together. Mean-
while, Nicholas works on the 3D 
printing, which takes about three 
and a half hours for 10 units.
 “I think it's amazing how al-
truistic they are when it comes to 
others in need,” said Nick. “I feel 
they are learning new techniques, 
how to solve problems, and cre-
ate effi ciencies in their work. 
 “They are smart kids with big 
hearts, and I'm very proud of 
them.”
 The two are charging $5 for 

each mask but are giving masks 
to fi rst responders and hospital 
workers.
 “It makes us feel very happy 
that we can help the people that 
help us because they risk their 
lives every day to keep our com-
munity safe and healthy,” said 
Michelle. 
 The duo has made more than 
40 masks and 100 ear-relief 
straps on top of balancing their 
schoolwork.

Learning to be productive in her spare time, Michelle Da-
vis, a Clear Springs High School sophomore, sews masks 
for area residents, fi rst responders and hospital workers. Davis models a home-designed fashionable mask.

Nicholas Davis, Creekside Intermediate eighth-grad-
er uses technology to create ear-relief straps for face 
masks to provide better comfort.  

 St. Luke the Evangelist at 11011 Hall Road has sched-
uled a parish bazaar Saturday, Nov. 14, from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 
 Anyone who wants to register for a craft or product ven-
dor booth (no food or beverages), should contact Lupe Saiz 
at communications@stlukescatholic.com.
 Registration fee is $175 (no refunds, consider this a do-
nation if the vendor or the event has to cancel due to un-
foreseen circumstances). This fundraiser will benefi t the 
St. Luke building fund. The deadline for registering for a 
vendor booth is Sept. 25. 

St. Luke’s plans bazaar

Frazier seniors 
eligible

 Attention Dobie seniors! 
The deadline to submit an 
application for a Frazier 
Elementary scholarship 
has been moved to Friday, 
May 8.  Email the applica-
tion and questions to Susan 
Blue at sblue@pasade
naisd.org. Eligible students 
most have attended Frazier 
Elementary. 



Page 8, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, April 30, 2020

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

Beta teachers give
drive-by surprises

 Balloons fl oated from 
the SUV windows, and 
Justin Timberlake’s “Can’t 
Stop the Feeling!” played 
as Alex Benitez, Beta 
Academy assistant prin-
cipal, climbed out and ap-
proached the house. He 
placed a goodie bag and a 
supersized frisbee on the 
porch, knocked and stepped 
far away. Ninth-grader 
Thomas Newton answered 
the door with his mother.
 “I miss you, man,” 
called Benitez. Other Beta 
employees stood at a dis-
tance and waved, wear-
ing face masks and their 
school spirit T-shirts. This 
was only one stop on their 
weekly quest to remind the 
kids how much they are 
loved. 
 During the pandemic, 
teachers provide live online 
lessons for their scholars, 
but it’s hard to feel truly 
connected in the stay-at-
home era of social-distanc-
ing. 
 One day bleeds into 
another with very little to 
differentiate. Latisha An-
drews, school superinten-
dent, brainstormed ways 
to reach out to the students 
and the Happy Friday Car 
was born. “Our hope is to 
spread joy and let our fami-
lies know that we are think-
ing of them through this 
diffi cult time,” said An-
drews.
 The joy spreaders pre-
pared special bags for 
each home, warned parents 

ahead of time and called 
when they were getting 
close. Amanda Haygood, 
school secretary, reveled 
in the gasps and smiles of 
the young recipients. “It 
was beautiful and exciting 
and sort of sad at the same 
time,” she said. “Like you 
wanted to just wrap your 
arms around them and give 
them the biggest hug.” She 
knew that wasn’t possible, 
but derived comfort from 
seeing the kids were okay 
and their needs were being 
met. She delivered a special 
package to one little boy 
with a birthday balloon and 
a card. When he went in-
side, his cheers and shouts 
could be heard through the 
door. 
 Haygood brought her 
son Charlie on the fi rst run. 
The pandemic has taken a 
toll on him, but this outing 
gave him a chance to con-
nect with others and serve 
the community. He was 
able to see schoolmates and 
help bring a smile to their 
faces. 
 On the way home Char-
lie told his mother, “My 
heart feels so good.” Hay-
good has turned it into a 
family affair, taking her 
older son Owen the follow-
ing week. 
 With the rest of the 
school year offi cially hap-
pening online, the Happy 
Friday Car will continue 
its mission to spread joy to 
scholars, one goodie bag at 
a time.

Amelia Pena (left), mother, looks on as ninth-grader 
Thomas Newton gives a thank-you wave to Beta staff.

Trinity Young, pre-K 4 scholar, and her mother Jobina 
Velazquez are delighted to receive a nice surprise.

Owen Haygood leaves a goodie bag at the doorstep of 
his mother’s student. 

Isabel Cubos 
celebrated her 
birthday April 
21. She is a 
second-grader 
at Burnett El-
ementary. Her 
parents are Ar-
turo and Marie 
Cubos from 
Scarsdale. Due 
to COVID-19 
she wasn’t 
able to have a 
party with her 
friends and 
family, so her 
older brothers 
and a host of 
cousins and 
friends sur-
prised her with 
a car parade as 
a celebration.  

Cubos turns 8

Continued from Page 1
the order as a possible over-
reach of power that will be dif-
fi cult to enforce with resources 
already depleted due to the on-
going crisis.
 “The Houston Police Of-
fi cers’ Union believes every-
one should be wearing a mask 
in public in order to protect 
themselves from the virus, and 
we are encouraging all of our 
offi cers to wear a mask,” the 
union wrote in a statement. 
 “However, we draw the line 
at the draconian measures Hi-
dalgo has decided to engage 
in.” This sentiment was shared 
by the Harris County Deputies’ 
Organization.
 “The citizens of Harris 
County are working hard to-
gether through this pandem-
ic and do not need the added 
stress and fear of being fi ned 
or arrested for failing to wear 
a mask/face covering they 
may not have,” David Cuevas, 
Harris County Deputies Or-
ganization president said in a 
statement.
 Texas Attorney General 
Ken Paxton also weighed in on 

the matter, suggesting offi cers 
use discretion when enforcing 
the order. 
 “While health and safe-
ty guidelines are important to 
slow the spread of COVID-19, 
offi cers should use discretion 
as they carry out the functions 
of their sworn duty and focus 
on dangerous criminals who 
pose a serious risk to their 
community,” Paxton said in a 
press release.
 Hidalgo contends the con-
troversial measure is necessary 
to promote public safety.
 “This is a step people un-
derstand we need to take,” Hi-
dalgo said. “It follows CDC 
guidelines. It is responsible. 
 “It is right. If we get cocky, 
we get sloppy, we get right 
back to where we started, and 
all of the sacrifi ces people have 
been making have been in 
vain. Let’s not get complacent. 
Let’s remember that we still 
have work to do.”
 While Hidalgo threatened a 
$1,000 fi ne and jail time, Gov-
ernor Greg Abbott said there 
would be no fi ne and stated his 
ruling topped 

Continued from Page 1
plain of Clear Creek near-
ly two years ago. The Flood 
Control District bought the 
Dixie Farm Road site earlier 
this year so that the inappro-
priate fi ll could be removed, 
and the site could be investi-
gated for additional stormwa-
ter detention benefi ts.
 Pairing the two construc-
tion projects in one bid is in-
tended to extend 2018 bond 
funding because, in this case, 
it is more fi nancially effi cient 
to do a larger project. Addi-
tionally, the Flood Control 
District will save approxi-
mately $22 million by using a 
portion of the South Belt ex-
cavated material as fi ll for the 
Dagg Road basin (HCFCD 
Unit A500-08-00), resulting 
in lower disposal costs and 
savings versus commercially 
acquired riprap fi ll.
 Safety considerations re-
quire fi lling in a 50-foot-deep 
portion of the water-fi lled pit 
at Dagg Road basin. Doing so 
will not reduce the capacity of 

HC Flood Control 
begins area projects

Face mask a must; fine
threat is controversial

the Dagg Road basin to hold 
excess stormwater because 
the storage area is above the 
water level to the top of the 
basin’s banks. The Dagg 
Road basin will include fl oat-
ing islands for stormwater 
treatment – a fi rst for Harris 
County. The fl oating islands 
will be anchored to the fl oor 
of the basin and planted with 
specialty plant species whose 
root systems will help fi lter 
impurities. 
 The Dagg Road basin will 
be part of a demonstration 
project to determine what 
types of islands can with-
stand fl oodwater fl uctuations 
as well as provide effective 
stormwater quality treatment.
 Both projects are expected 
to be complete in the spring of 
2022.  They are separate from, 
but complement the Clear 
Creek Federal Flood Risk 
Management Project, which 
is now in design, by provid-
ing additional mitigation for 
planned channel conveyance 
improvements. 

Frazier staff delivered work packets during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic to the home of every student. This was done so parents did not 
have to get out and go to the school with their children. Many of the 

Frazier Elementary teachers deliver packets 

Courtney Hinojosa (left) waits excitedly in 
the doorway with Jayden Hinojosa as fi rst-
grade teacher Charity Boone drops off their 
packets.

A gift of fresh eggs and milk 
chocolate  candy from the fam-
ily of second-grader, Zylah Var-
gas and kindergartner, Zoraya 
Vargas was left on their porch 
for Jessica Vela, second-grade 
teacher.

Left to right, Michelle Huitron, pre-K teacher; Cooper Azzam, 
student; and Ariana Equia, pre-K aide, fi nd enjoyment during 
this diffi cult situation. 

Abigail Aguilar, a fourth- 
grader in Elizabeth Taylor’s 
class, left an early gift for her 
teacher during Teacher Ap-
preciation Week.

Gracie Giang,  a fourth-grad-
er in Elizabeth’s Taylor’s 
class, waved to her teacher 
who dropped off the student 
packet.

Samuel Espino, left, and Noah Fernandez 
open the door to receive their school work 
packets from third-grade teacher Cathy Si-
las.  The boys also left her a note of appreci-
ation on the door thanking her for stopping 
by their home. 

Evan Johnson, a fi rst-grade stu-
dent waited outside his home 
with a gift for his teacher Char-
ity Boone. 

students left messages written in chalk on the sidewalk and hung 
signs of appreciation in windows or on doors for the teachers mak-
ing deliveries.

Mayor Sylvester Turner visits with South Belt Leader publisher, Marie 
Flickinger at the free mask giveaway held Sunday, April 26. The event 
was sponsored by the City of Houston and councilwoman Carolyn Ev-
ans-Shabazz.                                                  Photo by David Matthews

Getting masks to prepare for COVID recovery

A group of friends shared in a birthday celebration for 
Judy Harrison via Zoom. Normally they celebrate each 
others’ birthday together over a meal, but the COVID-19 
situation this year made a very different experience for the 
group. While practicing social distancing they had dinner 
with one another via Zoom. The friends all from South 

Friends gather for birthday via Zoom

Belt attend Sagemont Church and go to Astros games to-
gether. Enjoying the Zoom birthday are (top row) Angela 
Smith, Sageglen resident; Janie Freeborn, Wood Meadows 
resident; Kathy Freeborn, Wood Meadows resident; (bot-
tom row) Harrison, Wood Meadows resident; and Judy 
Wells, Eastridge Terrace resident.

Confused about Medicare? 
Losing Employer  

coverage? 
or other questions.  

I am here to help you! 
Call today for a no cost, no 

obligation consultation.

Denise Burleigh
Licensed Insurance 

Sales Agent

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)

(832) 517-3976  •  email cdb63@att.net

 Even before the COVID 
-19 pandemic struck the 
nation, millions of Ameri-
cans were either living pay-
check to paycheck or below 
the poverty level. In Harris 
County, the working poor are 
amongst the hardest hit by 
COVID-19. Harris County 
Commissioners Court took 
a much-needed fi rst step to 
help the most vulnerable in 
our community by approv-

ing a $15 million COVID-19 
Relief Fund that will provide 
support for rent, food, medi-
cal care, child care and oth-
er expenses. If approved by 
the Harris County Attorney’s 
Offi ce, the fund will provide 
direct assistance to county 
residents who are in the most 
need.
 “Due to the strict and ex-
clusionary guidelines of the 
federal Coronavirus Aid, 

Relief, and Economic Se-
curity (CARES) Act, feder-
al support will not reach all 
residents, especially those 
who need the most support,” 
Commissioners Ellis said. 
“Only by helping the most 
vulnerable in our communi-
ty – including students and 
adults with disabilities who 
are listed as dependents, un-
documented immigrants, do-
mestic violence survivors, 

people experiencing home-
lessness and children who 
have aged out of foster care 
– will we truly recover from 
this crisis.”
 The Urban Institute esti-
mates that the Houston met-
ro area has lost more than 
200,000 low-income jobs. 
In addition, Commission-
ers Court Analyst’s Offi ce 
reports, since March 15, at 
least 169,308 initial unem-

ployment claims have been 
fi led by county residents. 
That means approximately 
7% of the labor force fi led 
for unemployment over the 
last four weeks.
 “A pandemic response 
that excludes any members 
of our communities will 
weaken its effectiveness,” 
Commissioner Ellis said. 
“Our community is only as 
healthy as our most vulner-
able neighbors, including 
those who are undocument-
ed immigrants. Additionally, 
undocumented immigrant 
households in Harris County 
pay $742 million in federal 
taxes and $448 million in lo-
cal and state taxes.”
 The hardest hit industries 
are the accommodation and 
food services; health care 
and social assistance; and 
retail trade – all among the 
lowest paid in the workforce.
 “The Coronavirus pan-
demic has created both a 
health and a fi nancial crisis,” 
Commissioner Ellis said. 
“Without fi nancial assis-
tance, those who lost their 
income due to the pandem-
ic have to choose between 
physical or fi nancial surviv-
al.”
 This relief fund, which 
will follow the distribution 
model created for the Hurri-
cane Harvey Recovery Fund, 
will be managed by the 
Greater Houston Commu-
nity Foundation, which has 
the knowledge and capacity 
to administer and coordinate 
the distribution of the relief 
fund to all residents through 
its existing network of non-
profi t safety providers.

County OKs $15 million for working poor missed by feds

Readers urged to send stories
 The Leader staff is curious as to how South Belt families are 
spending their time, now that local offi cials have suggested to 
comply with social distancing guidelines and refrain from pub-
lic gatherings, forcing many residents to work and study from 
home. Readers are encouraged to email their adaptation stories 
and photos (list both fi rst and last names, in order, left to right) 
to mynews@southbeltleader.com.

   In honor of those that served and sacrifi ced during WWII, and 
to commemorate the 75th anniversary of V-E Day, the Lone Star 
Flight Museum will fl y nearly 30 rare and historic warbirds over 
the city of Houston Friday, May 8.
    Titled the Fight to the Finish Flyover, the 120-mile fl ight will 
begin at Ellington Airport at 11:45 a.m. and return at 1:10 p.m. 
The aircraft will not be viewable from Ellington Airport, and the 
Lone Star Flight Museum will not be open due to safety con-
cerns. Flight plan and map, along with the estimated timing/loca-
tion of the aircraft overhead throughout the hour-long fl ight will 
be available on the museum’s website, Facebook and Instagram 
pages  and the May 8 edition of the Houston Chronicle.

Watch for planes May 8

South Belt’s Houston city councilwoman Carolyn Evans-Shabazz 
takes time to visit with an area resident who came by to pick up 
free masks at the Sagemont Church parking lot last Sunday. 

Photo by Marie Flickinger
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