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County flood buyout program underway
 Approximately $165 million of federal fund-
ing will likely soon be available for home buy-
outs for residents impacted by Hurricane Harvey, 
according to Harris County Flood Control Dis-
trict offi cials.
 The funds, which must be matched by a $66 
million investment from the county, must fi rst 
be approved by the Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety. The authorization, however, is almost 
certain to happen, according to HCFCD Project 
Coordinator Curtis Lampley.
 While the funds have not yet offi cially been 
secured, affected residents may already apply to 

 “We want to avoid ‘checker-boarding,’” Lam-
pley said, describing situations where only one 
house on a block would be bulldozed, prohibit-
ing new fl ood reduction projects from being im-
plemented. “We really need a direct benefi t from 

it. That’s something we’re cognizant of.”
 For more information on the program, vis-
it www.hcfcd.org/hurricane-harvey/home-buy
out-program/latest-updates-about-home-buy
outs.

Beltway closures planned
 
 Blackhawk Boulevard will be closed at the 
Beltway 8 intersection from 9 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 24, through 5 a.m. Wednesday, April 25.
 Pearland Parkway/Monroe Boulevard will 
be closed at the Beltway 8 intersection from 
9 p.m. Wednesday, April 25, through 5 a.m. 
Thursday, April 26.
 Telephone Road/SH 35 will be closed at the 
Beltway 8 intersection from 9 p.m. Thursday, 
April 19, through 5 a.m. Friday, April 20.
 The closure is associated with the ongoing 
project to widen Beltway 8 from Beamer to 
Highway 288 from two to four lanes in each 
direction.
 All entrance ramps to Beltway 8 at the Gulf 
Freeway intersection will be closed from 10 
p.m. Friday, May 4, through 5 a.m. Monday, 
May 7.
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from Beamer 
to Highway 288 from two to four lanes in each 
direction.

Gulf Freeway closures set 
 
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway from FM-518 to FM-517 in League 
City will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
through Saturday, April 21. Alternate entrance 
and exit ramps will be closed.
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on the 
Gulf Freeway from the IH-610 South Loop to 
Almeda Genoa Road will be closed daily from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Friday, April 27, (ex-
cluding weekends).
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway from NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 
to SH 96/League City Parkway daily from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
through Monday, Dec. 31. 
 Alternate entrance and exit ramps will be 
closed.
 The northbound frontage road of the Gulf 
Freeway from FM 518 to NASA Bypass/NASA 
Road 1 will be continuously closed through 5 
a.m. Friday, Aug. 31. Traffi c traveling north on 
the frontage road will take the I-45 north main 
lanes from the FM 518 entrance to the NASA 
Road 1 exit.

Dolphins hold registration
 
 The Southbelt Dolphins football, cheer 
and drill teams will hold registration at the 
Sagemont Community Center, 11507 Hughes 
Road, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 28. Total cost is $300. Required deposit 
at registration is $150. For more information, 
call Raoul Garza at 281-481-7880.

Melillo holds carnival
 
 Melillo Middle School will hold its 10th an-
nual spring carnival Friday, April 20, from 6 to 
8 p.m. Attractions include a dunking booth, an 
obstacle course, a rock wall, DJ music, a cake-
walk and silent auction baskets. Concessions 
include turkey legs, sausage on a stick, snow 
cones, nachos, popcorn and chopped barbecue 
sandwiches.

Scouts host garage sale
 
 Boy Scout Venture Crew 692 will host a ga-
rage sale on Saturday, April 21, at 11202 Sage-
willow from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call Robert Mendoza, associate crew 
advisor, at 713-569-2970.

Kirkwood South to meet
 
 The Kirkwood South Homeowners Associ-
ation will hold its annual meeting on Thurs-
day, April 26, at the Sagemeadow Municipal 
Utility District building, located at 10755 Hall 
Road at Blackhawk, beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
All KWS residents are encouraged to attend.

Dobie ROTC sells barbecue
 
 Dobie Air Force Junior Reserve Offi cer 
Training Corps cadets will host a barbecue 
fundraiser Saturday, April 21, at the American 
Legion Post 490, 11702 Old Galveston Road, 
from 1 p.m. until plates are sold out. The pur-
pose is to raise money to attend the Nation-
al High School Drill Team Championships in 
Daytona Beach.
 Plates will consist of chicken and sausage, 
with all the traditional side dishes for $8. 
Homemade cupcakes and sodas will be sold 
separately. There will also be an offi cial NFL 
football from the Houston Texans autographed 
by Whitney Mercilus available as a silent auc-
tion item.
 Advance tickets can be purchased by con-
tacting Senior Master Sgt. Everett Valdez at 
ebvaldez@pasadenaisd.org.

Knights hold fundraiser
 
 The Knights of Columbus Council 9201 
will host a chopped barbecue brisket sandwich 
weekend on Saturday, April 21, and Sunday, 
April 22, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the west end 
of the St. Luke’s church parking lot at Hall 
Road.
 Each meal will include a sandwich, chips 
and a drink for $7. Proceeds will benefi t the 
Knights of Columbus local community chari-
ties. All are invited and welcome. 

Kirkmont house demolished

Decades of memories were destroyed in a matter of minutes Monday, April 16, when the 
above house on Sageknoll Drive in the Kirkmont subdivision was demolished by workers 
as part of the county’s fl ood buyout program. According to Harris County Flood Control 
District offi cials, the demolition was already approved prior to Hurricane Harvey and not 
associated with the recent storm. District offi cials, however, said an additional $165 million 
is expected to be approved in the near future to assist those affected by Harvey. See before 
and after photos on Page 6A.  Photo by Marie Flickinger

Alix
addresses 

top
grads

Noble Alix Jr. (left) served as 
the featured speaker Friday, 
April 13, at a luncheon host-
ed by the South Belt-Elling-
ton Chamber of Commerce to 
honor the top-10 2018 gradu-
ates from Dobie High School, 
Lutheran South Academy and 
Clear Horizons High School. 
The senior vice president of 
Texas Citizens Bank, Alix in-
spired the students to aim high 
but remain humble. Shown 
above with Alix is Ron Servis, 
intergovernmental liaison for 
Harris County Judge Ed Em-
mett.  Photo by Kay Barbour

Man murdered outside AMC theater
 Charges have been 
fi led against a suspect 
wanted for fatally shoot-
ing his ex-girlfriend’s 
new boyfriend outside 
the AMC movie theater 
at Beltway 8 and the 
Gulf Freeway the night 
of Saturday, April 14.
 The suspect, Adri-
an Mondragon, 22, is 
charged with murder in 
the 178th State District 

Court. While charges have been fi led against 
Mondragon, he remained at large at press time. A 
previous booking photo of Mondragon is shown 
here.
 The identity of the victim is pending verifi ca-
tion by the Harris County Institute of Forensic 
Sciences.
 According to police, the incident took place 
around 9:20 p.m., as Mondragon’s ex-girlfriend 
and the victim were leaving the theater. Armed 
with a rifl e, Mondragon reportedly confronted 
the couple, then fi red a single shot, striking the

Continued on Page 5A 

Pct. 2 deputies arrest burglary suspect
 A tip from an alert resident led to the arrest of 
at least one burglary suspect early Wednesday, 
April 11.
 According to Lt. Mike Kritzler from the Har-
ris County Precinct 2 Constable’s offi ce, dep-
uties responded to a call in the 10200 block of 
Glenkirk at roughly 1:30 a.m. after receiving a 
report of suspicious males looking in vehicles 

with fl ashlights.
 Upon their arrival, deputies quickly located a 
suspicious man hiding behind a vehicle in some-
one’s driveway. La Porte resident Kerrion Dan-
iels, 28, was subsequently detained without inci-
dent.
 Further investigation determined Daniels was

Continued on Page 5A

Bicyclist killed in Beltway 8 accident
 A bicyclist was killed the evening of Wednes-
day, April 11, after being struck by a vehicle in 
the 12300 block of the Beltway 8 service road 
near the Gulf Freeway.
 At press time, the identity of the female vic-
tim was pending verifi cation by the Harris Coun-
ty Institute of Forensic Sciences.
 According to police, the bicyclist was attempt-
ing to cross the frontage road at a spot other than 

a crosswalk when she reportedly failed to yield 
and was struck by a white Jeep Grand Cherokee 
traveling west. The victim was pronounced dead 
at the scene.
 The male driver was questioned, showed no 
signs of intoxication and was released.
 While the incident is still under investigation 
by the Houston Police Department, no charges 
are expected to be fi led.

Police seek 4 suspects in home invasion
 Police are searching for four suspects who 
were involved in an armed home invasion Thurs-
day, April 11, in the 3100 block of Yost.
 According to police, the incident took place 
around 7 a.m. when the four men, wearing 
dark-colored hooded sweatshirts and masks, 
forced their way into the house and robbed the 

residents at gunpoint.
 The suspects fl ed the scene in the residents’ 
blue Mercedes-Benz C300, which was later re-
covered nearby.
 Anyone with information on this case is urged 
to call Pearland Police Department at 281-997-
4100.

Chamber honors top-10 area graduates
 By James Bolen
 Dozens of parents, community leaders and 
elected offi cials gathered Friday, April 13, at 
a luncheon hosted by the South Belt-Elling-
ton Chamber of Commerce to honor the top-10 
2018 graduates from Dobie High School, Lu-
theran South Academy and Clear Horizons High 
School.
 Noble Alix Jr. served as the featured speaker 
at the event. The senior vice president of Texas 

Citizens Bank, Alix is also the chamber’s trea-
surer.
 Alix’s presentation had a recurring theme of 
passing life’s test.
 “We applaud your parents, grandparents and 
other family members for their role in shaping 
you,” Alix said. “Always remember to keep in 
mind those who will help you along the way. No 
man is an island. No woman is an island. Know 

Continued on Page 2A

Stockman found guilty of 23 felonies
 Steve Stockman, a former Republican con-
gressman who represented much of the South 
Belt community, was recently found guilty of 23 
felony charges, after defrauding wealthy donors 
out of $1.25 million.
 The 12-person jury convicted Stockman, 61, 
after 16 hours of deliberations over three days, 
following a month-long trial. He now faces de-
cades in federal prison.
 Charges included mail and wire fraud, con-
spiracy, making false statements to the Federal 
Elections Commission and money laundering. 
He was found not guilty on one count of wire 
fraud.
 Stockman was charged along with two former 
aides, Thomas Dodd and Jason Posey, both of 
whom entered guilty pleas and testifi ed against 

their former boss. In all, the three faced 28 felony 
charges.
 The former lawmaker served two nonconsec-
utive terms in the House – from 1995 to 1997 
and from 2013 to 2015. In 2014, Stockman ran 
an unsuccessful campaign to unseat Sen. John 
Cornyn.
 If the charges are upheld on appeal, the felo-
ny charges would prohibit Stockman from seek-
ing public offi ce in Texas. The U.S. Constitution, 
however, does not prevent him from seeking fed-
eral offi ce.
 Deemed a fl ight risk by prosecutors, Stock-
man was placed into federal custody by U.S. 
Marshals after the verdict and will remain be-
hind bars pending his sentencing on Aug. 17. 
Each fraud count carries up to 20 years in prison.

Crooks attempt to steal ATM – twice
Incident occurred at constable substation

 Deputies from Harris County Precinct 2 Con-
stable Chris Diaz’s offi ce are searching for sus-
pects wanted for trying to steal an ATM from the 
county building that includes the department’s 
own substation in Pasadena – twice in four days.
 According to Precinct 2 Chief Deputy Jerry 
Luman, the fi rst attempt at the county annex at 
101 S. Richey in Pasadena, which also houses a 
courthouse and clerk’s offi ce, took place around 
2:30 a.m. Sunday, April 15, while the second at-
tempt took place about the same time Wednes-
day, April 18.
 Both theft attempts were unsuccessful but 
caused an extensive amount of damage. (See 
related photo on Page 6A.) Initial estimates 
place the cost of damage between $30,000 and 
$50,000.
 In both incidents, the suspects backed a truck 
into the building to gain access. Surveillance 
cameras captured footage of both vehicles, but 
one had been reported stolen from the Hobby 
area and the second had only paper plates dis-

played.
 Luman said there were at least two suspects in 
the fi rst attempt and at least three suspects in the 
second attempt. Despite the similarities, investi-
gators said it is unclear if the two incidents are 
related.
 The Pasadena Police Department is assisting 
in the investigation and at press time was exam-
ining surveillance footage.
 The frequency of such ATM crimes in the 
South Belt area has increased signifi cantly in re-
cent months, with the Texan Bank on the Gulf 
Freeway near Fuqua, the CVS on Fuqua and con-
venience stores on both Beamer and Dixie Farm 
Road all being targeted in recent months. Oth-
er recent targets in the surrounding area include 
hospitals and hotels.
 “They’re getting pretty bold,” Luman said.
 Anyone with any information on either of 
these cases is urged to contact the constable’s of-
fi ce at 713-477-2766 or the Pasadena Police De-
partment at 713-477-1221.

Mondragon

Flood Control studies area watersheds
 Surveyors for the Harris County Flood Con-
trol District are fanning out across Harris Coun-
ty’s 22 watersheds this week, part of a major 
push to repair more than $84 million in bayou 
and drainage channel damage caused by Hurri-
cane Harvey.
 On March 27, Harris County Commissioners 
Court approved a total of $12.5 million in ini-
tial contracts with 15 engineering fi rms that will 
design those repairs. That design process kicked 

off this month with topographic surveys and geo-
technical fi eld work at hundreds of damage sites 
around the county. Local dollars will be lever-
aged to secure federal grant funding from the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
and the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy (FEMA) to design and construct the repairs.
 More than 1,200 individual damage sites were 
verifi ed and prioritized after Hurricane Harvey. 

Continued on Page 5A

22nd annual South Belt cook-off nears
 The 22nd annual South Belt Spectacular 
Cook-off is fast approaching, with both children 
and adult attractions scheduled to take place 
Thursday, April 26, through Saturday, April 
28, at El Franco Lee Park, located at 9400 Hall 
Road. (Thursday will be primarily for cookers, 
while Friday and Saturday will be open to the 
public.)
 New to this year’s event will be a crawfi sh boil 
on Friday night, which will be geared more for 
adults.
 Also new to this year’s event will be the in-
clusion of live musical acts on Saturday evening. 
According to event organizers, Charlie Robison, 
who was originally scheduled to headline Sat-

urday’s festivities has canceled due to health is-
sues. Filling in for Robison will be J.B. and the 
Moonshine Band. Opening the show will be 
Houston’s own Phineus Reb.
 Saturday morning and afternoon will be de-
signed for families, with children 12 and under 
being admitted for free from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Nu-
merous children’s activities will also be on site 
free of charge.
 A few cooking spots were still available at 
press time. To reserve a spot, contact event orga-
nizer Linda Arnone at 281-484-4325.
 For more information on the event, visit http://
southbeltcookoff.com or https://www.facebook.
com/SouthbeltCookoff.

the county to participate in the program. Rough-
ly 1,100 homes in the county are expected to be 
bought out, Lampley said. Around 4,000 resi-
dents have already applied to take part in the pro-
gram.
 To qualify, homeowners must be enrolled 
in the program, and their residences must have 
been determined to be “signifi cantly damaged” 
by the county.
 Lampley said other issues will also be taken 
into consideration, such as the number of sur-
rounding residents who are also seeking a poten-
tial buyout.



Page 2 Section A, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, April 19, 2018

King notes drainage 
fee diverted, looted
 On Wednesday, City Council narrowly 
approved a sweeping revision of the fl ood 
rules specifying how high new buildings 
must be constructed. The amendment to 
the ordinance is lengthy and complicated, 
but fundamentally it requires that buildings 
located in the 500-year fl oodplain must be 
built two feet above that level.
 The change will undoubtedly reduce 
the fl ooding risk for new construction. 
But if your house has previously fl ood-
ed, the new rules do nothing to make it 
less likely it will fl ood in the future. The 
changes will also signifi cantly increase 
the construction costs in the affected ar-
eas  By exactly how much and whether 
the increased costs are justifi ed by future 
potential fl ood savings are the subjects of 
considerable debate.
 There were good arguments on both 
sides of this proposed change. Person-
ally, I thought Council overreached by 
going to two feet over the 500-year fl ood 
plain, especially considering that FEMA 
is expected to release new fl ood maps in 
the next couple of years that could dras-
tically increase the size of the 500-year 
fl ood plain. Some think the map might 
encompass most of the City, which could 
make it very diffi cult to build anywhere in 
the City and affect property values.
 But what I found insufferably hypocrit-
ical about the debate was one council 
member after another piously lamenting 
the fl ooding woes endured by their con-
stituents when of those same council 
members have, year after year, approved 
budgets diverting the drainage fees paid 
by Houstonians to almost everything but 
fl ooding.
 Most of you recall that in 2010, City vot-
ers approved the imposition of a drainage 
fee. The proponents of the fee reassured 
voters that the fee would be held in a lock-
box and that “politicians can’t divert a single 
cent.” Ads like this one fi lled the airwaves.
 Since voters approved the drainage 
fee, the City has collected about $700 
million. To put that amount in perspec-
tive, that is three times the money that 
was needed to complete Project Brays. 
But instead funding projects like Project 
Brays, the City began paying for 500 Pub-
lic Works Department employees from the 
fund in the very fi rst year the drainage fee 
was assessed and has continued to do so 
ever since. Few of these employees have 
anything to do with fl ood control. Since 
then the money has also been used for 
bike trails, traffi c control and miles and 
miles of asphalt overlays, which in many 
cases make fl ooding worse.
 Before Turner became mayor, the City 
budget included a list of the employee 
categories that were being paid from 
the drainage fund. About two-thirds ap-
peared to be bureaucrats working at City 
Hall. After Turner became mayor, the City 
stopped including that information and 
other details about how the drainage 
fees are being spent. You can compare 
the level of detail provided by the Parker 
administration to what the Turner admin-
istration now publishes [here - 2015 Bud-
get] and [here-2018 Budget].
 The ReBuild Houston website, which 
is supposed to keep taxpayers apprised 
of how their drainage fees are being 
spent, has not been updated since last 
June Rebuild Houston Website
 Perhaps the best indication of the 
City’s real commitment to fl ood control 
is that only 6% of the City’s current fi ve-
year capital improvement plan is devoted 
to fl ood control. (CIP Budget)
 The debate on the new fl ood rules 
got testy when Dave Martin, the district 
council member representing Kingwood, 
emotionally narrated a slide presentation 

he and Turner had obviously coordinat-
ed, which showed the extensive fl ooding 
that occurred in Kingwood. Greg Travis, 
who was seeking to amend the proposed 
rules, challenged Martin, correctly point-
ing out that the new rules would do ab-
solutely nothing to mitigate the fl ooding 
Martin was showing in his slides. By the 
end of the exchange Martin was cursing 
at Travis, a clear sign that Travis’s retort 
had struck a nerve.
 I would take Martin’s and other coun-
cil members’ emotionally call for action 
on fl ooding more seriously if they had not 
consistently voted for budgets which have 
allowed the drainage fees to be looted. If 
these members had really been serious 
about protecting their constituents from be-
ing fl ooded, they would have insisted that 
the drainage fees be spent on fl ood con-
trol. To their credit, council members Knox, 
Stardig, Travis and Kubosh all raised this 
issue of the diversion of the drainage fees 
during the debate on the new ordinance.
 The City’s new budget will be adopted 
over the next several months. We will soon 
fi nd out if the Council’s new-found religion 
on fl ooding is real or whether they were 
just crying crocodile tears this week. We’ll 
know that based on whether they insist 
that the drainage fees actually be spent 
on fl ood projects or whether they contin-
ue to allow the administration to use the 
drainage fees to fund its pet projects and 
as a slush fund to balance the budget. Of 
course, we will only know that if Council 
also insists that the administration once 
again provides the details in the budget 
on how the drainage fees are spent.
 I hope that Council has really seen the 
light. But as the Scripture says, “by their 
fruits you will know them.”
 Bill King

Muecke comments 
on trash containers
Publishers note: The following is a letter 
from Muecke addressed to Council Mem-
ber Dave Martin.
 About a month ago I contacted your 
offi ce and mentioned how careless some 
trash pickup drivers are in fi rst picking up 
the containers and then dropping them. 
One morning looking up and down the 
street each container was either laying 
on its side and some in the street. Cars 
had to drive around them. They do not 
place them, they drop them. I still have 
my original after all these years. I have 
replaced the tire on the wheels 3 times 
and patched a broken spot. Since I use 
311 often I used their map to just to check 
what all was being reported. I was sur-
prised at how many were about missing 
or damaged containers (most). Seems to 
be a big problem.
 At your town hall meeting I met with 
Mr. Hays and explained this and he 
took my location address. But I feel this 
is happening all over town. He told me 
the replacement costs which this article 
also did. I see a city pickup pass by with 
replacement/damaged containers. Now 
during fl oods some do wash away but 
being large I’m sure they are found and 
could be returned to the correct address. 
Who else would want one other than get-
ting a free one to help dispose of their 
large amount of garbage.
 The article today states that some 
locations some how lose there contain-
ers often. Where to and why? I can see 
the need to charge these people, that 
is if they are responsible. Maybe some-
one else is taking them. Garbage/trash 
pickup is a large cost, but is needed. But 
we need to fi nd a way to reduce certain 
costs. Drivers doing a better job and be-
ing careful when setting the container 
down. I’m just passing along my thinking 
so when this is discussed at council, the 
over all picture is seen. Jim Muecke

Deaths

Leader checks out social media

Elected offi cials share their words

In My Opinion

Larry
Douglas Ables

Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library

 The following events are scheduled for the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 Kingspoint:
 Thursday, April 19, 6 p.m. Book Club: Glory Over Everything
 Saturday, April 21, 10:30 a.m. Spanish computer class
 Saturday, April 21, 2 p.m. Citizenship class
 Wednesday, April 25, 10:30 a.m. Polliwog Nature Club, sponsored by Harris County Pre-
cinct One, provides an event for children to hop into nature by developing nature knowledge 
and skills through a variety of books, songs, crafts, and hands-on experiences with live ani-
mals. Each program is offered as a 5-week series.
 Wednesday, April 25. Computer courses: 2 p.m. Computer Basics; 3:15 p.m. Internet Ba-
sics;  4:30 p.m. Basic Powerpoint
 For information on events at Bracewell Library, call 832-393-2580.
 Bracewell hours this week are: Thursday, noon – 8 p.m.; Friday, 10 – 5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m.; Sunday, closed; Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Parker Williams
 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. 
this week:
 Tuesday, April 24, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Basic computer class. Learn mouse, keyboarding, 
basic internet skills and more. Registration is requested. 
 Thursday, April 19, 4 p.m. Community craft: Spring hats for all ages. Spring is here and the 
time is now to come out of winter hiding holes and meet the new season. Meet in the library 
community room to make a spring hat.  
 Friday, April 20, 5 p.m. Anime Club: Your Lie in April (rated TV-PG), for ages 10 and old-
er. Meet in the library community room for a showing that is touted as “A piano prodigy who 
lost his ability to play after suffering a traumatic event in his childhood is forced back into the 
spotlight by an eccentric girl with a secret of her own.” – imdb.com.
 Saturday, April 21, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. How to handle stress. Stress is unavoidable in 
modern life, but it doesn’t have to get you down. Meet at the library for a presentation by the 
Memorial Hermann Community Benefi t Corporation on tips to help approach stress in the 
right way. Registration is requested.
 Monday, April 23, 5 p.m. Drone Flying Club, ages 8 to adult. Meet the second and fourth 
Monday to learn how to fl y a quadcopter with the fl ying club. Registration is requested. A 
grant from the Parker Williams and Harris County Friends of the Library has enabled the 
purchase of equipment for the drone fl ying club.
 Tuesday, April 24, 2 p.m. Book discussion: People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks. Pick 
up a copy of the book (or download it) ahead of time and meet at the library to discuss it.
 Wednesday, April 25, 1 – 2 p.m. Basic computer classes (Vietnamese). Learn mouse, key-
boarding, basic internet skills and more in this weekly class in Vietnamese. Registration is 
requested. 
 Wednesday, April 25, 5 p.m. Tech Time: Quick Résumé with Microsoft Word, for ages 8 
and older. Meet Mr. John in the computer lab to make a quick résumé to organize experience, 
education and work history with different templates MS Word has to offer. Preregistration is 
required. 
 Wednesday, April 25, 6:30 p.m. Great Decisions: China and America – the New Geo-
political Equation. Pick up an article or visit the website, www.greatdecisions.org on this 
month’s topic and meet at the library for discussion in world affairs topics as presented by 
the Foreign Policy Association. In the last 15 years, China has implemented a wide-ranging 
strategy of economic outreach and expansion of all its national capacities, including military 
and diplomatic capacities. Discussions may include U.S. trade agreements, the Trans-Pacifi c 
Partnership or Sino-American tensions.
 Below are the programs that occur every week:
 Wednesdays, Preschool storytime, 10:30 a.m. For children, ages 3 to 5 years, storytime features 
stories, songs, fi ngerplays and a craft.
 Thursdays, Toddler storytime, 10:30 a.m. For toddlers from birth to 3 years, storytime features 
stories, songs, fi ngerplays and bubbles.
 Saturdays, Vietnamese learning time. Classes begin at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 1:30 
p.m. and 3 p.m. For more information on these programs, speak with Loc Bui.
 For more information on events, call the library at 281-484-2036.
 Library hours are: Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1 – 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; 
Sunday, closed; Monday, 1 – 9 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.

Boykins seeks end to gun violence
 Council Member Dwight 
Boykins released the follow-
ing statement following the ap-
prehension of a suspect in last 
month’s deadly drive-by shoot-
ing that claimed the life of 
8-year old Tristian Hutchins:
 “Once again, we have 
born witness to the brutal 
consequences of the gun vio-
lence plaguing our city. Once 

again, we see why protect-
ing our citizens—especially 
children—must remain our 
singular and most pressing 
priority. “I applaud law en-
forcement for the arrest of 
18-year-old Devonte Lockett, 
who has now been charged 
with murder for the shooting 
death of 8-year-old Tristian 
Hutchins. Tristian’s family, 

forced to endure the unthink-
able loss of a loved one, re-
mains devastated and needs 
our deepest and most heart-
felt prayers.
 “The uptick in gun vio-
lence ravaging our city must 
come to an end. Too many 
families have been shattered, 
and far too many lives have 
been lost.”

 Larry Douglas Ables, 66, a 
longtime resident of Sagemont, 
died on Wednesday, April 11.
 Larry was preceded in 
death by his parents Carrie 
Lagroue and Elgin C. Ables; 
and his brother Walter Ables. 
 He is survived by his loving 
wife of 36 years Pam Ables; 
son Mitchell Tull; daughters 
Casey Ables, Angie Ables and 
Paige Ables; brother Sonny 
Ables and wife Gladys; niece 
and nephew Mindi Floyd and 
Bryan Ables and wife Tina; 
granddaughter Riley Ables; 
and many other family mem-
bers and dear friends.
 Larry was an avid bowler, 
rolling a 300 game on May 
13, 1988. Serendipitously, on 
that exact day 28 years lat-
er, his granddaughter Riley 
was born. He was a devoted 
softball coach and umpire. 
He was the best short-or-
der breakfast cook, grilled 
cheese sandwich maker and 
barbecue chicken griller. Lar-
ry excelled as a cheeseburg-
er connoisseur, history buff, 
trivia genius, amateur fi lm 
critic, shuffl eboard champion 
and, most importantly, a rock 
-and-roll afi cionado.
 He was an avid fan of 
Houston sports teams and was 
most proud of his 2017 World 
Series Champion Houston 
Astros. He was a 1970 grad-
uate of South Houston High 
School, a participant in many 
alumni events and contributor 
to many alumni projects. 

By Laura Benavides Scallan
 There have been several 
posts shared on several dif-
ferent community Faceboook 
groups regarding the man that 
was shot and killed at AMC 
Gulf Pointe 30 movie theater. 
See page 1A for story.
 There were several posts 
shared about the armed rob-
bery in a Pearland home. See 
page 1A for story.
 A post was shared on the 
Southbelt/Sagemont Crime 
Alert Facebook page from 
Nextdoor about a woman be-
ing allegedly abducted at the 
strip center in front of Tar-
get located at Beltway 8 and 
Fairmont Parkway on Sat-
urday evening. A man was 
hidden in the back seat of 
the woman’s car and did not 
make his presence known 
until she had left the parking 
lot. The woman escaped by 
jumping out of the vehicle at 
the intersection of Beltway 8 
and Vista Road. 
 The information posted 
was reported to the police. 
The alleged perpetrator is de-
scribed as a white male with 
short brown hair, between 35 
and 45 years old, with a mus-

tache and tattoos.
 A member of the South-
belt This & That Facebook 
page reported several ve-
hicles with slashed tires by 
Sagewind and Hall Road.
 Another member of the 
same Facebook group posted 
that the Southbelt Dolphins 
have cheer, drill team and 
mascot team spots available 
for ages 5 – 13. For more in-
formation, contact the mem-
ber on Facebook.
 It was reported on the 
same Facebook page that a 
black male was seen walk-
ing up and down the road on 
Sagewind Drive on April 17. 
The male allegedly seemed to 
be scouting houses. The male 
was wearing a tan striped 
shirt with dark brown stripes, 
had short dread locks and 
looked to be about 5’6.
 A member of the Ev-
erything Sagemont Face-
book group shared that the 
Sagemont Cowgirls are look-
ing for energetic new mem-
bers to join the cheer and 
drill team. There is a $100 
deposit to claim a spot on 
the award-winning team. For 
further details, contact Kerri 

Lynn Blanton via Facebook.
 Another member of the 
same Facebook group shared 
a post alerting the communi-
ty that three greeters of the 
Pearland Wal-Mart, on 518, 
were let go.
 A member of The Mont!!! 
Facebook group shared an 
image of the 22nd Annual 
South Belt Cook-off promo-
tional fl yer at El Franco Lee 
Park. The cook-off will be 
held Friday, April 27, and 
Saturday, April 28. See page 
6A for more information.
 There was an image shared 
by a member of the Ashley 
Pointe Subdivision Facebook 
group that the Ashley Point 
Home Owners Association 
will hold a meeting on May 1 
at 7 p.m.
 A small, white dog with 
long hair running loose 
around Beverly Hills Inter-
mediate on Beamer Road was 
reported to the Pets of South-
belt Facebook group.
 Another member of the 
same Facebook group shared 
a post of a found cat. The cat 
is an all-gray, short-haired 
male with green eyes and a 
half-length tail. 

Betty Lou
Sutton

 Betty Lou Sutton, long-
time South Belt resident, died 
on Saturday, April 14, 2018. 
Betty was born 88 years ago 
in Burkburnett, Texas. 
 Betty was an avid reader 
and enjoyed table games, es-
pecially dominoes, at Friend-
ly Folks. She taught ESL, En-
glish as a second language, 
for 13 years at Parker Wil-
liams Public Library and was a 
member of the Friends of the 
Parker Williams Public Library 
for many years. She served as 
president and secretary of the 
local chapter of AARP. Before 
retiring and moving to Hous-
ton, she worked for 20 years as 
a social worker for the state of 
Louisiana.
 Betty is survived by her 
spouse of more than 70 years, 
Bill Sutton; children Glenna 
McNealy of Hesperia, Calif., 
David Sutton of Marshall, 
Texas, and Becky Hubbell of 
Seadrift, Texas; four grand-
children and eight great-
grandchildren.

Cecilia
Torres

 Cecilia Torres, 79, died on 
March 29, 2018. She was a 
longtime South Belt resident.
 She was born on Jan. 24 
1939, in Bryan, Texas, to 
parents Joe and Elida Sali-
nas.
 She is preceded in death 
by her parents; and her son 
Jose Juan Torres. 
 Cecilia is survived by 
her daughter Maria Teresa 
Falcon; son Carlos Enrique 
Torres; and grandchildren 
Sabrina and JR Falcon, and 
Thomas, Rachel and Caleb 
Torres; sisters Virgina and 
Lydia Sanchez; and brother 
David Salinas.
 Cecilia was a great family 
woman and a loving moth-
er. She worked for United 
Space Alliance for more than 
30 years as a document spe-
cialist auditing space shuttle 
mission documents. She was 
a social and active woman 
who was deeply involved in 
church activities the majority 
of her life.
 She enjoyed singing in the 
church choir, studying and 
teaching God’s word, work-
ing with children at Vacation 
Bible School, watching a 
good movie and trying dif-
ferent foods.
 Her family and friends 
will remember her as a lov-
ing, thoughtful and God-fear-
ing person who loved to ref-
erence the Bible  for advice 
to help those who confi ded in 
her in a time of need. 

Continued from Page 1A
that no one stands alone. Re-
member this. It will help you 
pass life’s test.”
 The speaker encouraged the 
students to face their challeng-
es head on, as it will strengthen 
them in the long run. “At this 
time I encourage you to em-
brace the failures. Don’t em-
brace them in a way that will 
mire you in a cloud of defeat-
ism. Like hot fi re on steel let 
it sharpen your character and 
purpose,” Alix said. “Believe it 
or not but you are now a lump 
of coal. Let life’s challenges 
polish and shine you into the 
brightest of diamonds. You 
haven’t seen anything yet! You 
can overcome life’s challeng-
es. Remember this. It will help 
you pass life’s test.”
 Alix further urged the stu-
dents to maintain a positive at-
titude and a spirit of optimism, 
as it will ultimately benefi t ev-
eryone.
 “Smiles are a gift,” Alix 
said. “Give the gift to the jan-
itor and cafeteria persons at the 
school. Don’t get so caught up 
in the height of your advance-
ment that you think that it is 
OK to be dismissive to others. 
Embracing love and kindness 

will make this world a better 
place for all. Sharing love is 
a value that will return appre-
ciably to you. Maintaining a 
constitution of love will make 
your home, work, community, 
city, state and country a better 
place. Remember this. It will 
help you pass life’s test.”
 Several of the honored 
students were presented with 
chamber-affi liated scholar-
ships.
 In all, 10 students – repre-
senting all three high schools 
– were awarded the Dr.Victor 
V. Phan scholarship. A 1988 
Dobie graduate, Phan is an or-
thopedic surgeon from Memo-
rial Hermann Southeast Hos-
pital. He has formerly served 
as a guest speaker at the event 
and in 2016, pledged to donate 
$10,000 annually in scholar-
ship funds to be divided among 
the local high schools.
 The winners of this year’s 
Dr. Victor Van Phan schol-
arships are Kristine Notoria 
(Clear Horizons), Sharon Siby 
(Clear Horizons), Lilu Bui 
(Dobie), Vina Le (Dobie), Jer-
emy Tajonera (Dobie), Marce-
ly Tsikis (Dobie), Holy Vu 
(Dobie), Maxine Gomez (Do-
bie), Serena Everett (Lutheran 

South) and Liliana Fehst (Lu-
theran South).
 Silvia Saunders of Clear 
Horizons was recognized 
as being the recipient of the 
Sally Mitchell Scholarship, 
named in honor of the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce’s former executive 
director.

Top-10 graduates
 The top-10 Dobie gradu-
ates are (in alphabetical order) 
Garrett Barrientos, Cassandra 
Guevara, Kevin Ly, Dominic 
Nguyen, Cinthia Nguyen, Vic-
toria Palos, Noelle Phan, Andy 
Ta, Jeremy Tajonera and Tony 
Tran.
 The top-10 Lutheran South 
Academy graduates are Mor-
gan Bates, Matthew Bui, Sere-
na Everett, Liliana Fehst, Julia 
Gaidousek, Mark Giugliano 
Jr., James Leaverton, Andrew 
Leimkuehler, Hannah Sleeper 
and Jospeh Spencer.
 The top-10 Clear Horizons 
graduates are Aya Albustami, 
Natalie Cha, Tammie Huynh, 
Cody Kowalewski, Joanna 
Ndudim, Hieu Nguyen, Alexis 
Sabu, Silvia Saunders, Sharon 
Silby and Shielene Vargas. 
 See photos in the Leader’s 
2018 graduation issue.

Chamber honors top 10

Zion to host garage sale
 Zion Lutheran Church, 5050 E. Sam Houston Parkway S. in Pasadena, will host an outside 
garage sale Saturday, April 28, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Items available for purchase will include 
furniture, clothes, toys, books and household items. Proceeds will go toward an upcoming 
ladies retreat in Waco.

HCMGA announces plant sale cancellation
 Due to unexpected road issues and weather concerns, the Harris County Master Gardeners 
regrets to inform everyone that the plant sale at Farm and Ranch Lot in Bear Creek that was 
scheduled for Saturday, April 21, is now canceled.
 The recent, unexpected paving of Patterson Road will make it impossible for easy access 
to the sale area. Additionally, with serious weather in the forecast for Saturday, it’s important 
to consider the safety of visitors and volunteers alike.
 This is the only sale that has had to be canceled last minute, and Harris County Master Gar-
deners appreciates everyone’s understanding. There will be future sales at an upcoming date.

Frazier sets date for Pre-K Round Up
 Frazier Elementary will host the Pre-K Round Up on Wednesday, May 2, from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. in the cafeteria. This meeting will provide information on Frazier’s pre-K program and 
criteria for qualifying, and each family will be scheduled for an individual preregistration ap-
pointment sometime in May. To qualify for pre-K, a child must turn four years old by Sept. 1. 

CCART sets meeting for May
 The Clear Creek Association of Retired Teachers will meet Tuesday, May 8 at the Bay Area 
Community Center, 5002 NASA Parkway in Seabrook. Featured speakers will be Dr. Greg 
Smith, Clear Creek Independent School District superintendent; and Vicki Mims, Dickinson 
Independent School District superintendent. The meeting will start at 9:30 a.m. with a social 
gathering for coffee. The business meeting will begin at 10 a.m. This is the fi nal meeting be-
fore the summer break and will feature the annual barbecue luncheon. All Texas retired school 
employees from the area are invited.  The annual dues are $50.

 To know Larry was to love 
Larry, and no phrase summa-
rized his life better than Pop-
eye’s “I yam what I yam...” 
He will be greatly missed by 
all who knew and loved him.
 The family wishes for all 
those that knew him to gath-
er for a highlight of the music 
that shaped his life on Sat-
urday, May 19, from 6 to 10 
p.m. at The Gardens, located 
at 12001 Beamer Road.

Olson on Barbara Bush’s passing
 On April 17, Rep. Pete 
Olson issued the following 
statement in response to re-
ports that former fi rst lady 
Barbara Bush passed away.
 "Today, America has lost 
one of the most beloved and 
patriotic women of our time,” 

said Olson. “Barbara Bush 
was the rock of the Bush 
family, a champion of child 
and family literacy and a true 
inspiration for so many peo-
ple around our country and 
our world. Nancy and I loved 
seeing her with former Pres-

ident George H. W. Bush at 
events around Houston. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
the entire Bush family at this 
time. She was the wife of a 
sailor – I wish Mrs. Bush fair 
winds and following seas in 
heaven.”

Ellis releases statement on death 
of former first lady Barbara Bush
 On April 17, Commission-
er Rodney Ellis released the 
following statement on the 
death of former fi rst lady Bar-
bara Bush.
 “My wife, Licia, and I are 
deeply saddened by the death 
of Barbara Bush, one of the 

most iconic and loved fi g-
ures in American politics,” 
said Ellis. “Over the years, I 
had the pleasure of meeting 
and knowing the former fi rst  
lady. She was the stalwart 
matriarch of the Bush family 
and I always appreciated her 

sharp wit, devotion to family 
and forthright grace. I, along 
with many others, will sorely 
miss her contributions to the 
nation, the world and more 
importantly Houston. My 
family will continue to pray 
for the Bush family.”

Hooray for Hollywood dance scheduled
 Everyone is welcome to attend the Hooray for Hollywood ballroom dance where everyone 
will dance to many of the popular hits of movies from over the decades. No reservation or mem-
bership is required and the door fee is $8.This dance will be held on Saturday, May 5, from 7 to 
10 p.m. at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. League City Parkway.
 Tables are reserved for “Dancers without Partners” if they choose to sit with others who may 
wish to share partners. Every dancer is welcome regardless of skill level, age or status, including 
teens, seniors, students, couples and singles.
 These dances include a wide variety of rhythms that are popular at ballroom dances today. 
The dress code is always “as you like.” The intent is to have fun, and everyone is free to dress up 
or dress comfortably in whatever they like.
 The ballroom at Hometown Heroes Park is 3,630 square feet of fl oating hardwood and is easy 
on the feet. There is plenty of lighting, well drained parking with paved sidewalks and a covered 
drop-off at the front door. Sponsor is Let’s Dance coordinated by Neva and Bill Schroder. For 
questions, call 417-838-2204.

Celebration of life honoring
former first lady Bush to be held
 Mayor Turner, city lead-
ers and guests will celebrate 
the life and legacy of Barbara 
Bush on Thursday, April 19 
at 6 p.m. at Hermann Square 
Houston City Hall, 901 Bagby.
 The celebration will in-
clude remarks by William 
Lawson, founding pastor at 
Wheeler Baptist Church; Sam-
uel Karff, rabbi emeritus at 

Congregation Beth Israel; and 
Joseph Fiorenza, archbishop 
of the Archdiocese of Galves-
ton-Houston. There will also 
be  performances by the Hous-
ton Children's Chorus under 
the direction of Stephen Rod-
dy, interfaith prayers, a reading 
of a poem written for the occa-
sion and other tributes.
 The public is encouraged to 

wear pearls or the color blue as 
a tribute to Bush.
 The lights of city hall start-
ed to shine blue in her memory 
on Wednesday, April 18.
 All offerings of fl owers, 
teddy bears or personal notes 
should be taken to the Houston 
Central Public Library Barba-
ra Bush Plaza located at 500 
McKinney Street.

The top 10 graduates from J. Frank Dobie High School, Lutheran South Academy 
and Clear Horizons High School were honored on Friday, April 13. Some of the 
guests at the luncheon are shown, left to right, Kenny Koncaba, chief executive offi cer 
of Texan Bank; Kristi Koncaba, South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce board 
member; Dawn McDonald, district director for Dennis Paul’s offi ce; and Dennis 
Paul, Texas House representative. Kristi has been nominated for the 2018 ATHENA 
Leadership Award of Bay Area. See related story and pictures on Pages 1A and 6A.

Dignitaries attend luncheon
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Melillo students interview to study abroad

Students and members of the business community 
who participated in the project are, left to right, (front 
row) Tyler Dang, Dorien Valdez, Kenton Thai, Gracie 
Dykstra, Madelyn Sepulveda, Rosalyn Barber, Izabel 
Fernandez, Abigail Panza, (middle row) Deun Garza, 

Dr. Cynthia Coronado, Claudia Lott, Alexis Lochner, 
Dr. Dixie Melillo, Mark Durham, Sonia Hernandez, 
Daniel Campero, (back row) Julie Mulkey, Troy Cre-
agh, Vincent Lott and Cody Adamek. 
 Photos submitted

Melillo Middle School stu-
dents participated in a 
three-part study abroad in-
terview project during their 
enrichment class that took 
three months to complete. 
Each student created a 
portfolio and a show board, 
then fi nished the project by 
interviewing with a member 
of the business community. 
During the project the stu-
dents decided on a career, 
found a college to attend and 
chose a major. They selected 
a foreign country in which to 
study for one semester. The 
portfolio that the students 
created included a budget 
for the semester abroad 
and information about the 
culture and language. They 
also wrote an essay on the 
benefi ts of studying abroad. 
For the interviews, students 
dressed professionally and 
were prepared to answer 
questions concerning their 
portfolio and information 
about themselves. Shown 
right, (top left) Dr. Cynthia 
Coronado speaks with Josh-
ua Lopez, (middle) Dr. Dixie 
Melillo interviews Tommy 
Le and (far right) Sonia 
Hernandez speaks with a 
student (not shown).

Three Frazier staff members and two Frazier students 
were recently recognized for their outstanding citizen-
ship and contributions to the school. Christian Garay, 
third-grader; Eduardo Salazar, fourth-grader; and 
Chris Baldauf, ABLE paraprofessional; were awarded 
the Pasadena Noon Optimist Outstanding Citizen award 
at a special ceremony at Beverly Hills Intermediate on 
April 5. The three students were selected for demonstrat-

Frazier staff, students recognized

ing the qualities and attributes of being a good citizen 
and role model for others to follow. Melba Donatto, kin-
dergarten teacher; and Raquel Rojas, special education 
paraprofessional were selected by the Frazier staff as 
the teacher and paraprofessional of the year for their 
dedication and excellence in teaching. Shown are, left to 
right, (front row) Garay, Salazar, (back row) Donatto, 
Baldauf and Rojas. Photo by Susan Blue

El Dorado panel replacement repairs scheduled
 Council Member Dave 
Martin announced upcom-
ing repairs along El Dorado 
Boulevard. Houston Public 
Works is scheduled to begin 
panel replacements along El 
Dorado Boulevard on Mon-
day, April 30.
 The scope of work in-
cludes removal and replace-
ment of identifi ed deteriorat-
ed pavement sections of the 

existing roadway along El 
Dorado Boulevard, from El 
Camino Real to Torry Pines 
Road. Construction is antici-
pated to be completed by July 
2018, weather permitting.
 The goal of this effort is 
to preserve as well as to pro-
long the life of the road base 
while providing a smooth-
er riding surface. Although, 
construction activities be-

hind closed areas may occur 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., con-
struction equipment move-
ment in the driving lanes will 
be limited between the hours 
of 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 One lane will be perma-
nently closed at all times 
to allow for the excavation, 
base placement, forming 
and concrete pour, and to 
allow concrete to achieve re-

quired strength. HPW crews 
will begin work at El Cami-
no Real and continue Torry 
Pines Road.
 During the project, driv-
ers should expect reduced 
speed through the channel-
ized areas. To ensure driv-
er and worker safety, traffi c 
control measures will be in 
place at all times. The Dis-
trict E offi ce has also con-

tacted the Houston Police 
Department's Clear Lake 
Substation to ask that offi -
cers monitor the location and 
provide assistance with traf-
fi c control as needed.
 For more information on 
the upcoming repairs on El 
Dorado Boulevard, contact 
the District E offi ce at 832-
393-3008 or via email at dis
tricte@houstontx.gov.

Harris County protest deadline is May 15
 Harris County property 
owners who believe there is 
an error in the market value 
set by the appraisal district 
have until Tuesday, May 15, 
to protest the value of their 
property. 
 The Texas Legislature 
moved the protest deadline to 
May 15 during the last legis-
lative session. The previous 
deadline had been May 31. 
 Because of property dam-
age from Hurricane Harvey, 
some property owners will 
not receive their value notice 
until later this month. If that 
is the case, they will still have 
30 days to fi le their protest, 
and that later protest deadline 
will be listed on their value 
notice.
 A green protest form is 
included in the property val-
ue notice the Harris County 
Appraisal District is sending 
to each property owner. A 
Notice of Protest form may 
be downloaded from the dis-
trict’s web site at www.hcad.
org under the forms heading. 
It is easily found under “Pop-
ular Forms.” The Notice of 
Protest is the second form on 

that list and is form number 
41-44.
 Instructions for fi ling are 
located in the upper left cor-
ner of the Notice of Protest 
form. Protests may be fi led 
online through the iFile sys-
tem, brought to HCAD’s 
offi ce at 13013 Northwest 
Freeway, or mailed to P.O. 
Box 922004, Houston, TX 
77292-2004, but must be 
postmarked by May 15.
 Chief Appraiser Roland 
Altinger encouraged property 
owners to use HCAD’s online 
iFile system to submit their 
protest. The chief appraiser 
noted that unique iFile num-
bers are printed on the face of 
the 2018 value notices near 
the property account number 
in the upper right.
 For security reasons, the 
iFile system cannot be used 
for fi ling a protest without 
this iFile number unless the 
property owner has an ex-
isting electronic owner’s ac-
count. 
 Owners who have mis-
placed their value notice can 
use HCAD’s free iPhone app 
to quickly retrieve their iF-

ile number by scanning their 
Texas driver’s license. The 
name and address on the li-
cense must match the proper-
ty address in the HCAD sys-
tem. 
 Homeowners who fi le a 
protest through the Internet 
using iFile may also have an 
opportunity to settle the value 
online with HCAD’s iSettle 
system. 
 Property owners who 
have opted in to iSettle may 
choose to upload evidence 
through the owner’s website.
 Property owners will have 
fi ve days to submit their doc-
umentation, such as a closing 
statement, deed or photos, 
electronically from the date 
they fi led their protest elec-
tronically. Questions con-
cerning iSettle may be direct-
ed to isettle@hcad.org.
 If a settlement through 
the online system isn’t pos-
sible once HCAD makes an 
offer, the homeowner will be 
scheduled for a hearing with 
the Appraisal Review Board. 
A video explaining how to 
fi le an online protest and use 
the residential iSettle system 

is available on the district’s 
website at www.hcad.org un-
der the HELP heading.
 “Texas law requires that 
property be appraised at its 
Jan. 1 market value,” Alting-
er said. “The purpose of the 
appraisal is to allocate the 
tax burden fairly among all 
owners of taxable property. 
The actual amount of tax due 
is determined by the tax rate 
set in the fall by the govern-
ing body of each jurisdiction 
such as county, city, school 
district or MUD. The apprais-
al district has no involvement 
in the rate setting process.” 
 Business personal prop-
erty and some real property 
accounts may have later pro-
test deadlines. If a later dead-
line applies to a particular 
account, the property own-
er will be mailed an offi cial 
HCAD value notice on which 
the later protest deadline will 
be listed.
 For questions concerning 
protesting your market value, 
call the appraisal district’s in-
formation center at 713-957-
7800 or email help@hcad.
org.

Frazier Elementary 
has received more than  
$385,000 worth of sup-
plies, books, furniture, 
iPads, laptops, snacks and 
other classroom materi-
als from DonorsChoose. 
When a company named 
Ripple made a $29 million 
donation to DonorsChoose 
(see April 5 issue for more 
details) Frazier received 
funds for about 50 proj-
ects. Shown right Keily 
Bonilla (left) and Saman-
tha Garza, fourth-graders 
in Patricia Perez’s class, do 
schoolwork at the stand-
ing desks received through 
DonorsChoose. Perez has 
been able to replace much 
of the old furniture in her 
classroom with a variety 
of fl exible seating options 
for the students, as well as 
iPads and storage shelves. 
Perez has had 16 Donors- 
Choose projects funded 
this year.
 Photos by Susan Blue

Frazier receives DonorsChoose donations

Shown below in India 
Kemp’s kindergarten 
class are, left to right, Car-
melo Hernandez, Corinne 
Hopper, Lila Pavlonis and 
Bella Hernandez. Car-
melo and Hopper are us-
ing the classroom’s new 
fl exible seating as they 
work on new iPads. Pav-
lonis and Bella are work-
ing on sightwords at the 
new magnetic station. 
All items were provided 
through DonorsChoose. 
Kemp has had 21 projects 
funded this year.

Shown in Charity Boone’s fi rst-grade classroom library are, left 
to right, Arianna Chapa, Kaylee Yaguas, Jaedyn Perez and Cruz 

Castillo. The books, containers, chairs and rug were all received 
through DonorsChoose.
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Remember When
RAQUEL WELCH™

SIGNATURE COLLECTION
OF WIGS &

HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Groom & Board

281-484-9655

Exceptional Grooming at Common
Sense Prices

Tues.-Sat.
7am-6pm

BFBGrooming.com

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

Flood problems?
You can go home again...

Let Farmers® help.
At Farmers, we know that you insure 

your home to get things back to normal 
if something unexpected happens. That’s 

why you’ll love the friendly, thorough service 
you get from a Farmers agent. Call me 
and get a quote on the insurance that 
helps get you back where you belong.

Michael W. Jewell, CLU
12929 Gulf Freeway
Suite 112 (Fuqua Exit)

281-481-2121
farmersagent.com/mjewell

40 years ago ( 1978)
 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District Board 
of Trustees approved the 
purchase of band uniforms 
for Thompson and Beverly 
Hills intermediates.
 State Rep. Bill Caraway 
and his wife, Kippy, were 
guests at the Kirkwood Civic 
Club meeting.

35 years ago ( 1983)
 Dobie High School junior 
Cyndi Bullard was crowned 
Strawberry Queen for the 
15-17 age group at the 
Strawberry Festival.
 Dobie’s Terry Garza 
threw a one-hitter against 
the Baytown Lee Ganders in 
a 4-0 win.  
 Lawrence Mitchell, Ded-
rick Walker and Dobie’s 
400-meter relay team quali-
fi ed for the Region IV Track 
Meet.

30 years ago (1988)
 The Metro Transit Au-
thority began to make its 
presence known in the South 
Belt area in anticipation of 
beginning bus service in the 
area in less than a month.
 Grumman Corp. an-
nounced it would still make 
use of Ellington Field, de-
spite the change of last 
year’s plan to move its civil 
space systems division here.

25 years ago (1993)
 A hailstorm, some hail 
reported the size of a ping-
pong ball, accompanied by 
fi erce winds cut its destruc-
tive swath through the west-
ern portion of the South Belt 
area. Roofs and vehicles 
were left damaged. Many 
streets and driveways were 
covered with debris from 

the storm. By two days lat-
er, two local insurance claim 
centers had reported 150 ve-
hicle-damage claims.
 The opening of the belt-
way from Beamer to Tele-
phone had been pushed back 
10 more days than the date 
given recently by the project 
engineer, but it was still a 
month ahead of schedule.
 Rick Schneider was 
named superintendent of 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District. Schneider 
had held the position of in-
terim superintendent for fi ve 
months before being select-
ed as superintendent.

20 years ago (1998)
 The second annual South 
Belt Spectacular barbecue 
event was set at El Fran-
co Lee Park. A real Texas 
longhorn was to be on hand 
to have pictures taken with 
area residents. A car show 
was also scheduled.
 Thompson’s Academic 
team was scheduled to com-
pete in the national fi nals of 
the Academic League Tour-
nament. The team was one 
of two teams remaining in 
the competition which began 
with 32 teams nationwide. 
Thompson had placed in the 
fi nals four times in its six 
years of competing.
 J. Frank Dobie High 
School released its annual 
dropout rate which was at 
an all-time district low of 
0.6 percent – 14 students. 
According to spokesman for 
the district Kirk Lewis, it 
was the lowest dropout rate 
for PISD high schools since 
the district began compiling 
records, and probably the 

lowest ever attained by the 
district, even before records 
were compiled.

15 years ago (2003)
 According to Col. John 
Nichols, commander of the 
147th Texas Air National 
Guard, the announcement 
of the Base Realignment 
and Closure had blown the 
concerns of Ellington’s fate 
out of proportion. A routine 
governmental exercise, the 
BRAC resulted in specula-
tion that the military orga-
nizations at Ellington Field 
would be moved.
 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District’s board 
of trustees unanimously 
voted to approve the hiring 
of Norma Penny as the new 
assistant principal at Thomp-
son Intermediate.
 The Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District fi led 
charges with the Harris 
County District Attorney’s 
offi ce of indecency with a 
child against Armando Her-
nandez, 43, a former em-
ployee.

10 years ago (2008)
 Longtime Sagemeadow 

resident Don Stapon present-
ed a petition signed by 282 
people to the Harris County 
Commissioners Court aimed 
at reducing speeding on 
Blackhawk.
 A man jumped to his 
death from the Interstate 45 
exit at Beltway 8, Gregory 
Kinchloe, 48, was last seen 
alive as he parked near the 
northbound exit, walked 
around his vehicle and dived 
headfi rst onto the south-
bound service roads below. 
Police estimate the fall to be 
100 feet. A similar incident 
occurred the previous May 
at the same location.
 Mike Stephens was 
named athletic director of 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District. Stephens 
was the former head football 
coach at Dobie High School. 
He replaced Dick Nance, 
who retired.
 A man died in a sin-
gle-car accident at the in-
tersection of Beltway 8 and 
Blackhawk. Heriberto Lei-
zondo, 23, was westbound 
on the tollway around 1 a.m. 
when he lost control of his 

pickup truck and ran into a 
guard rail. Leizondo, who 
was not wearing a seat belt, 
was thrown from his vehicle, 
which then rolled over on 
him.

5 years ago (2013)
 The Houston-based non-
profi t Children at Risk re-
leased its 2013 rankings of 
local schools. The organiza-
tion ranked more than 1,000 
public high schools in Texas 
(150 in the Greater Houston 
area). This year marked the 
fi rst time schools were as-
signed a letter grade (A-F) 
based on their comparative 
performance. Dobie was the 
second highest Pasadena 
ISD high school on the list at 
78th (C). Overall, the Clear 
Creek Independent School 
District fared better in the 
rankings. Scoring second for 
CCISD was Clear Brook at 
38 (B).
 A lifelong South Belt res-
ident was found dead next to 
the Beamer ditch between 
Kirkfair and Beltway 8. 
Bill Robert Marks, 50, was 
discovered by students who 
were walking home from 
school. He was reportedly 
not breathing,  and attempts 
by emergency crews to re-
vive the man were unsuc-
cessful. Marks’ death was 
believed to have been caused 
by existing heart problems.

1 year ago (2017)
 Dobie student Nikkole 
Ballard, 15, was reported 
missing Wednesday, April 
19, after failing to return 
home from school the previ-
ous day. She was found safe 
the afternoon of Thursday, 
April 20.

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

WISHES FOR A SPEEDY RECOVERY, 
CHRIS!

 Best wishes are sent to Chris Clark for 
a quick recovery from his friends at Clear 
Brook City MUD and the South Belt commu-
nity. Chris had a short hospital stay and with 
wife Mary helping the doctors, he was able to 
return home after only a few days.

CONGRATS TO ANGELA AND DAVID
 Congratulations are sent April 19 to 
Angela and David Griffin, daughter-in-law 
and son of Leader staffer Bobby Griffin 
and husband Kenneth, from friends and 
family, as they celebrate their 32nd wedding 
anniversary. Angela and David, both Dobie 
graduates, are relocating to Texas with their 
son Robert.
CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY, AARON!
 Special birthday greetings are sent to Aaron 
Giles who turns 24 on April 20, from grandpar-
ents Ken and Bobby Griffin, parents Jim and 
Tracy Giles, sister Kristen and brother Cody. 
Aaron is a 2012 Dobie graduate, completed 
courses at San Jacinto College and is currently 
at the University of Houston.

HAPPY 41ST TO BILL & KIM
 Happy 41st anniversary to Bill and Kim 
Cole, both former longtime South Belt resi-
dents and graduates of Dobie High School, 
who celebrated their 41st anniversary on 
April 17. Best wishes to all including their 
kids Katie, Kristen, Kelly and Kinsey.

ANN MARKS A BIRTHDAY
 Insurance business owner, former Dobie 
High journalism teacher, and former long-
time Sageglen resident, Ann Brannen cele-
brates her birthday April 20. Best wishes are 
sent from her many friends and the staff at 

Thompson Intermediate
 Light the candles April 19 on a dou-
ble-layer cake for Christine Veltman and 
Kandace McMullin. Enjoy a double-layer 
birthday cake April 21 with Daniel Birch-
Merillas and Grace Garcia.

Dobie High
 April 19 marks a celebration for Christine 
Gomez and Carey Sink. Nataly Gonzalez-
Hernandez and Tiffany Lambert celebrate 
a birthday on April 23. Blow out the birthday 
candles April 24 for Lynn Capell. The day 
for a gift for Sharon Klass-Glumac is April 
25.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends happy birthday wishes 
to friends who celebrate a birthday:
 Thursday, April 19: Greg Bartlett, Tiffany 
LeCompte, Tre McCrummen, Marisa 
Ramirez and Kristen Brockman; Friday, 
April 20: Sandra Teng, Andy Crawford and 
Shelly Nails; Saturday, April 21: Michael 
Barlow and Carol Talbot; Sunday, April 22: 
Barbara Eikenburg, Sandy Young, Jenny 
Nguyen and Dawne Goforth; Monday, 
April 23: Lewis Reyna, Mandy Lewis 
and Ashley Coppens; Tuesday, April 24: 
Dakota Golightly, Charles Chassay, 
Theresa Flower, Lisa Castellano and 
Claudia Espinoza; and Wednesday, April 
25: Rebecca Castonguay, Anne Seaton, 
Steve Jones, Misty Kuehn and Liana 
Pena.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s issue.

the Leader.
ENJOY THE DAY, KENNETH!

 Happy birthday wishes are sent to 
Kenneth Griffin on Tuesday, April 24 from 
his wife Bobby; son David Griffin and 
wife Angela and grandchildren Robert 
and Kenneth; daughter Tracy Giles and 
husband Jim and grandchildren Aaron, 
Kristen, and Cody; and friends at the 
Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel of the Pasadena 
Independent School District celebrate birth-
days April 19 through April 25.

Atkinson Elementary
 The day for a party for Ana Garza is April 
21. 

Burnett Elementary
 Sing a happy birthday song to Keri 
Grayson and Katie Huehlfeld April 20. 
Enjoy a birthday cake April 22 with Jhanet 
Diehl.

Moore Elementary
 The day for a party for Sara Saxon is 
April 20. Send a card April 25 to Dee Dee 
Pitts.

South Belt Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Robin 
Sanders who celebrates a birthday April 22. 
Join in the fun with a birthday celebration for 
Lesley Cooper on April 23.

Melillo Middle School
 Send a birthday card April 24 to Nicole 
Ram.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 April 21 marks a special birthday for 
William Anders. Send a birthday greeting 
April 24 to Criselda Bocanegra. 

The Houston Ballet’s Lauren Anderson will serve as 
the keynote speaker for the 2018 San Jacinto College 
Spring commencement ceremony on May 12.

Anderson to speak

Anderson to serve 
as keynote speaker
 Lauren Anderson, the fi rst 
African-American princi-
pal dancer with the Houston 
Ballet and current outreach 
associate in the Houston 
Ballet Academy, will deliver 
the commencement address 
at the San Jacinto College 
Spring 2018 commencement 
ceremony to be held at NRG 
Stadium on Saturday, May 
12, at 7 p.m.
 Anderson, a native Hous-
tonian, danced with the 
Houston Ballet from 1983 to 
2006, performing lead roles 
in all the great classical bal-
lets, appearing across the 
world to critical acclaim, and 
in the process, becoming one 
of Houston Ballet’s most be-
loved stars. In January 2007, 
Anderson assumed her new 
role of outreach associate in 
Houston Ballet’s education 
department where she teach-
es ballet classes at Hous-
ton Ballet’s Ben Stevenson 
Academy, conducts master 
classes at area schools and 
lectures to students on dance 
and her historic career as one 
of America’s most distin-
guished African-American 
ballerinas. 
 Anderson trained exclu-
sively at Houston Ballet’s Ben 
Stevenson Academy from the 
age of 7.
 “We are thrilled to have 
Lauren as our keynote speak-
er for our spring commence-
ment ceremony,” said Dr. 
Brenda Hellyer, San Jacinto 
college chancellor. “She is 
an accomplished leader in 
the Houston community with 
a passion for the arts and ed-

ucation who cares deeply 
about our community’s youth 
and their future. I look for-
ward to hearing her address 
to our graduates.”
 In 1990 Anderson became 
the fi rst African-American 
to be promoted to principal 
dancer at Houston Ballet and 
one of the few African-Amer-
ican ballerinas at the head of 
a major ballet company any-
where in the world.
 In addition to this pro-
motion, Anderson received 
the Special Jury Award at 
the 1990 International Ballet 
Competition as well as the 
International Critics Award 
in Chile. Her repertoire in-
cluded works by George Bal-
anchine, Sir Kenneth Mac-
Millan, Christopher Bruce, 
James Kudelka and Trey 
McIntyre.
 Anderson created the ti-
tle role in Ben Stevenson’s 
“Cleopatra,” and her perfor-
mance as Cleopatra received 
accolades from international 
critics.
 Anderson’s ballerina 
shoes from the 2006 “Nut-
cracker,” which would be 
her last performance in the 
historic Wortham Theater, 
now live in the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of African 
American History and Cul-
ture in Washington, D.C.
 Anderson is the proud 
mom to Lawrence Bell Fitz-
gerald Turner.
 More information about 
the San Jacinto College com-
mencement ceremony can 
be found at sanjac.edu/com
mencement-ceremony.

The Fine Arts Department of Lutheran South Academy per-
formed the musical Annie at the San Jacinto College Fine 
Arts Center April 5 through 8. Annie was directed by Wy-
att Schultz, along with Assistant Director Paula Thomson. 
The vocal music was directed by Becky Richert with Jere-
my Louden as sound director. The cast of LSA middle and 
high school students and several faculty members shown 
above are, left to right, (front row) Kaylee Thomson, Clare 

LSA performs musical Annie

Varanauski, Lydia Ward, Sara Beck, Sydney Giugliano, Ash-
lyn Webb, Wednesday Joiner, Haley Freeman, Becca Stovall, 
(second row) Brooke Livingston, Lilly Newsom, Ava Bates, 
Luke Lawler, Killian Thomson, Jaqueline Sharples, Mia 
De LosReyes, Kennedy Staples, Abby Montemayor, Isabel-
la Barton, (third row) Becky Richert, Paige Simpson, Ken-
nedy Colvin, Marty Sherman, Maddisonne Broughton, Lily 
Psencik, Katherine Edwards, Jayla Greer, Sophie Gonzalez, 

SJC sets calendar
 San Jacinto College has 
announced its calendar briefs.

Registration now open
 Registration is now open 
for classes that start on May 
14 and June 4. For more in-
formation on steps to register, 
visit sanjac.edu/apply-regis
ter/overview/registration.

Baseball games
 The San Jacinto College 
baseball team will face Gal-
veston College on Saturday, 
April 21, at 3 p.m.; and Blinn 
College on Thursday, April 
26, at 4 p.m. All home games 
are played on John Harrison 
Field at Andy Pettitte Park at 
the San Jacinto College North 
campus and are free and open 
to the public. For a complete 
schedule, visit sanjacsports.
com.

Student juried exhibition
 The San Jacinto College 
South campus gallery will 
host its spring student jur-
ied exhibition from Monday, 
April 23, to Thursday, May 
10. The opening reception 
and awards ceremony will be 
on Monday, April 23, from 2 
– 4 p.m. The gallery is locat-
ed in the Marie Spence Flick-
inger Fine Arts Center, build-
ing 15, in room S15.143.

Music concerts
 The San Jacinto College 
Central campus music de-
partment will host the follow-
ing concerts:
 Instrumental student recit-
al, Monday, April 23.
 Guitar studio concert, 
Tuesday, April 24.
 Orpheus concert, Wednes-
day, April 25.
 Jazz ensemble concert, 
Thursday, April 25.
 All concerts are held at 7 
p.m. in the Monte Blue Mu-
sic Building, building C5, 
and are free and open to the 
public.

 For more information, 
contact Geneva Fort at gene
va.fort@sjcd.edu.

Cosmetology European 
facials

 San Jacinto College North 
campus cosmetology stu-
dents will provide European 
facials in the campus salon, 
building 10, room N10.212, 
on Tuesday, April 24, and 
Thursday, April 26, from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. The cost is 
$20. For more information or 
to make an appointment, con-
tact the San Jacinto College 
North campus cosmetology 
salon at 281-459-7108.

Softball vs. Blinn College
 The San Jacinto College 
softball team will face Blinn 
College on Wednesday, April 
25, at 4 p.m. All home games 
are played at the South cam-
pus softball fi eld and are free 
and open to the public. For a 
complete schedule, visit san
jacsports.com.

Community Education 
Center events

 The San Jacinto College 
Central Campus Community 
Education Center is located 
at 8060 Spencer Highway in 
Pasadena in building 1, room 
C-1.108. The San Jacinto 
College North campus Com-
munity Education Center is 
located at 5800 Uvalde Road 
in building 2, room N-2.112. 
The Community Education 
Centers will host the follow-
ing April workshops that are 
free and open to the public. To 
register, call 281-478-2786 
or email communityeduca
tion@sjcd.edu.
 Central campus, ESL In-
formation Session is sched-
uled April 23 from 3 – 4 p.m.
 Diabetes Workshop pre-
sented by Legacy Communi-
ty Health is scheduled April 
24 from noon – 1 p.m.

Jessup announces 
honor, merit rolls
 Jessup Elementary has an-
nounced its honor and merit 
rolls for the third nine-weeks.

Honor Roll
 Jaxon Slater.

Merit Roll
 Destiny Deaton, Emma 
Gutierrez, Jayla Herrera, Fran-
cisco Meza, Jayden Peña, Mar-
tha Reyes and Julieta Silvertre.

Could I be Pregnant?

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South

Crisis Pregnancy Center

I  need  a  p regnancy  tes t

I  need  to  know wha t  to  do

Nicole Swiggard, Darcey Webb, Elizabeth McWilliams, Sar-
ah Bolinger, Mark Magnuson, (fourth row) Bern Verswijver, 
Andrew Leimkuehler, Seth Goins, Aldan Webb, Wyatt Schul-
tz, Braden Leimkuehler, Ashley Witson, Lilly Cocek, Bri 
Jansen, Hunter Temple, Will Spencer, Colton Leimkuehler, 
(back row) Logan Webb, Jeremy Brumm, Nathan Bahr, Steve 
Garrabrant, Jon Maxwell and Paula Thomson.

Photo submitted

Ellis, Turner announce pedestrian, bike improvements up to $10 million
 Harris County Commis-
sioner Rodney Ellis and 
Houston Mayor Sylvester 
Turner announced on April 
16 that Precinct One will 
commit to spend up to $10 
million for one year on pe-
destrian and bike safety im-
provements on Houston 
streets in precinct One.

 The precinct’s funds 
will complement the City’s 
commitment of $1.1 mil-
lion a year for fi ve years on 
similar improvements. The 
Precinct’s commitment is a 
cooperative effort that will 
help jump-start many of the 
projects on the City’s exist-
ing Bike Plan and Pedestri-

an Safety Action Plan – both 
geared to improve mobility 
and safety.
 “This is a cooperative ef-
fort,” said Ellis, who rode 
his bike from the County’s 
Administration Building to 
the news conference next to 
dedicated bike lanes on La-
mar between Bagby and Bra-

zos. “Working together, we 
can better leverage scarce 
resources from governmental 
entities and the private sector 
and share our collective ex-
pertise to benefi t the people 
who we serve in this region.”
 Turner said there is no 
better way to celebrate the 
fi rst anniversary of Hous-

ton’s updated Bike Plan than 
to announce more than $15 
million of new and improved 
bike lanes and safer streets.
 “Together,” the mayor 
said, “this funding can result 
in over 50 miles of high-com-
fort bike lanes added to the 
city bike network as well as 
new sidewalks and/or a num-

ber of intersections improved 
to protect safety of both cy-

clists and pedestrians.”
Continued on Page 5A

Potters Guild set sale
 The Salt Grass Potters Guild will hold its annual spring 
sale of original handmade pottery on Saturday, May 5, from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, May 6, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 The sale will be held at the Clear Lake Park meeting room at 
5001 E. NASA Parkway in Clear Lake. The park is one traffi c 
light east of the Hilton Houston NASA Clear Lake Hotel.
 There will be a variety of items from functional dishware 
to purely decorative clay pieces and sculpture and approxi-
mately 20 artists will be available to answer questions about 
the artwork. Many items are suitable as decorations or may be 
given as gifts.
 For more information, contact Don Williams at 713-410-
8599 or Eleanor Brown at 713-851-4012 or visit the website 
at www.saltgrasspotters.com.

Visual Fine Arts Night set
 Lutheran South Academy’s Fine Arts department will host 
the fi rst “Visual Fine Arts Night” on Thursday, May 3, at 6:30 
p.m. in the cafeteria, featuring a formal presentation by Santa 
Fe artist Mike Quinn.
 Quinn’s lifelong fascination with animals is refl ected in his 
whimsical creatures including tribal masks, large scale fi ber-
glass sculptures, paintings and his trusty line of Fish With At-
titude.
 His artwork has been sold from coast to coast and around 
the world for more than 20 years. 
 A gallery of various art forms from LSA’s talented art stu-
dents from second through 12th grade will be featured, in-
cluding winning rodeo art pieces, HS Texas Association of 
Private and Parochial Schools Art and a variety of beautiful 
two- and three-dimensional masterpieces. 
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Alvaro Interiano, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Tricia Ehman, above, has been allowed to exhibit some of her artwork in the display 
case in the front hallway of Parker Williams Library. Ehman presented different 
ways to work in watercolor from Feb. 26 through March 28. Currently, the exhibit is 
horse art and how-to’s in horse drawing. This exhibit will continue into May. 

Ehman displays artwork

Meador Elementary sec-
ond-grade students welcomed 
a special guest reader in honor 
of the Houston Bar Association 
Law Week Reading program. 
Shown, right, is Pasadena 
alumnus and bond forfeiture 
division chief Michael Butera, 
who attended Pearl Hall, South 
Houston Intermediate and 
South Houston High School, 
and who read the book Mar-
shall, the Courthouse Mouse: 
A Tail of the U.S. Supreme 
Court by Peter W. Barnes and 
Cheryl Shaw Barnes. He then 
presented a hardback copy of 
the book for the school library 
as a gift from the Houston Bar 
Association. Shown below with 
Butera are, left to right, Tara 
Merida, counselor; Eva Lowe, 
second-grader; Anthony Mal-
donado, second-grader; Kare-
ly Maldonado, second-grader; 
Butera; and Collins McCray, 
second-grader.
 Photos by Amanda Johns

Meador welcomes Butera

Joint projects 
improve mobility
Continued from Page 4A
 Turner said some of the 
projects include dedicated, on-
street bike lanes on Austin and 
Caroline streets in Midtown. 
Also, similar high-comfort 
lanes are proposed for Hardy 
and Elysian streets on the near-
northside. 
 Ellis said he wants to chal-
lenge other cities, entities, non-
profi ts and organizations to 
fund more safety projects. 
 The precinct will focus on 
projects that can be complet-
ed quickly, such as re-striping 
streets to add bike lanes or 
safety improvements at inter-
sections. Such projects will 
help motorists, cyclists and pe-
destrians safely share the road-
ways and reduce accidents.
 According to a Hous-
ton-Galveston report, the num-
ber of bicycle- and pedestri-
an-involved crashes, injuries 
and fatalities have increased 
since 2012. The report says 54 
percent occur on city streets, 
like the ones that will be im-
proved under this partnership.
 Safety issues are one of the 
major impediments for people 
who already use or want to use 
cycling and walking as regular 
forms of transportation. 
 “And to a great extent, we 
in this region are defi ned by 
our highways. They are im-
portant, and so are toll roads. 
But there are many destina-
tions that we can reach a heck 
of a lot easier (by alternative 

transportation),” Ellis said. 
 According to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau, cycling is the fastest 
growing form of transportation 
for commuters. More people 
want safe, viable alternatives to 
cars for daily transportation and 
want to live in neighborhoods 
and cities that are bike and pe-
destrian friendly.
 “More and more people 
will be riding (bikes) when 
they believe that it is safe to do 
so,” said John Long, executive 
director of BikeHouston. “The 
construction of these projects 
over the next 12 months will 
make visible progress and im-
prove that network and bring 
more and more people out.”
 Not only will this effort 
bring needed safety improve-
ments, it also has great poten-
tial to help position the region 
as a national leader in urban 
mobility, provide tremendous 
public health benefi ts, reduce 
pollution, and enhance overall 
quality of life. 
 Such benefi ts will help at-
tract professionals and busi-
nesses that want to relocate to 
a bike- and pedestrian-friendly 
city, making the region more 
economically competitive with 
other major cities across the 
country.
 “This is about making the 
City of Houston and Harris 
County a national leader in ur-
ban mobility and a more eco-
nomically competitive region,” 
Ellis said.

Continued from Page 1A
victim in the chest. He was 
pronounced dead at the scene.
 Mondragon fl ed the scene 
in a black Chevrolet pickup 
truck, police said.
 Anyone with information 

on the whereabouts of Mon-
dragon is urged to contact the 
Houston Police Department 
Homicide Division at 713-
308-3600 or Crime Stoppers 
of Houston at 713-222-TIPS 
(8477).

Man dies at AMC

Continued from Page 1A
involved in at least 11 mo-
tor vehicle burglaries that 
night in the South Belt area. 
He and two other unknown 
males were allegedly going 
car to car breaking in and 
taking valuables. After con-
tacting eight of the burglary 
complainants, deputies ar-

rested Daniels and charged 
him with burglary of a motor 
vehicle and possession of 
a prohibited weapon (brass 
knuckles).
 At press time, deputies 
were in the process of iden-
tifying the other two suspects 
involved, and additional 
charges are expected.

Car burglaries . . .

Continued from Page 1A
This included sinkholes, bank 
erosion, failed concrete, col-
lapsed outfall pipes and other 
damage. These damaged sites 
were then grouped for project 
design by the selected engi-
neering fi rms.
 Harris County residents 
may see workers along bayous 
and channels with survey and 
boring equipment. Field data 
collected will help the Flood 
Control District fully evaluate 
the type of damages and re-
pairs needed. After contracts 
are awarded, residents will see 
heavy construction equipment. 
Construction is expected to be-
gin on some projects this year, 
and to be completed in 2019.
 The Flood Control District 
has requested more than $84 
million in construction funding 
from the NRCS and FEMA for 
making these repairs. While 
the focus is on areas that quali-
fy for federal disaster funding, 
other areas requiring mainte-
nance repairs have been added 
to the projects in some cases, 
and will be constructed using 
available local funding alone.
 This comprehensive effort 
to repair Harvey damage is 
not the fi rst Harvey-related re-
pairs conducted by the Flood 
Control District. Already ap-
proximately $26 million in 
post-Harvey and Tax Day re-
pairs are complete, under con-
struction or in fi nal design. 
Disaster Recovery Program 
efforts are in addition to the 
Flood Control District’s year-

round maintenance efforts.
 •  Since late August 2017, 
the Flood Control District has 
committed almost $6 million 
in local dollars for initial Har-
vey-related emergency repairs 
and authorized nearly $4.9 
million in projects. All are el-
igible for federal reimburse-
ments. More here: https://
www.hcfcd.org/hurricane-har
vey/drainage-network-repairs/.
 • Another $8.14 million 
project targeting channel re-
pairs in east Harris County 
also is under construction. 
More here: https://www.hcfcd.
org/projects-studies/multi-wa
tershed/sediment-remov
al-in-precinct-2/.
 •  A separate repair effort of 
approximately $12 million is 
in fi nal design and will be bid 
for construction this summer. 
In the works since the 2016 
Tax Day fl ood and updated to 
include needed Harvey repairs, 
it targets 30 project sites in the 
Cypress Creek, Little Cypress 
Creek, Addicks Reservoir and 
Greens Bayou watersheds of 
mainly north and west Harris 
County. (It is included in the 
$84 million funding request to 
the NRCS.)
 •  Earlier multi-million-dol-
lar projects to repair damage 
from major 2015 fl oods are 
under construction at multi-
ple sites in the Cypress Creek, 
Greens Bayou, White Oak 
Bayou, Carpenters Bayou, 
Sims Bayou and Vince Bayou 
watersheds. These projects to-
tal approximately $3.8 million.

Flood work continues

 Jaymee JoAnn Jacobson and Eric McAvoy 
were married Saturday, Jan. 21, at the Hum-
mingbird House in Austin. A wedding rehears-
al was held, followed by a rehearsal dinner 
hosted at Texican Cafe in Austin by Paula and  
Jeff Jacobson for the bridal party.
 The bride chose a 1920s theme for the wed-
ding and reception. The DJ, Safford Jones, pro-
vided music for the ceremony and reception. 
The double-ring ceremony was offi ciated by 
Jo Bievenu. Following the ceremony Paula and 
Jeff Jacobson hosted a tented reception with 
dinner and dancing at the venue.
 The bride is the youngest daughter of Jeff 
Jacobson of League City, and Beth Koneschik 
of Angleton. She is the granddaughter of Bar-
bara and Robert “Bob” Jacobson, longtime 
residents of the South Belt area, and Marilyn 
McDaniel of the San Francisco Bay area in 
California and the late Lee McDaniel.
 The groom is the son of Sarah and Mark 
McAvoy of Austin. He is the grandson of Fran 
and John Grillo of Crystal City, Mo., and the 
late Gail Grillo of St. Louis.
 Escorted and given in marriage by her fa-
ther, the bride wore a hand-beaded dress by 
Casablanca Bridal of Austin with a fi tted bod-
ice and a trumpet skirt which fell into a circular 
sweep train. The bride chose to wear her moth-
er’s soft illusion veil and carried a variety of 
hand pressed fl owers in her bouquet.
 Jaymee graduated from Altierus Career 
College where she received certifi cation as a 
medical technician and is now employed as a 
medical technician in a dermatologist’s offi ce 
in Austin.
 Eric attended Austin Community College 
where he attained certifi cation as an interpreter 
for the deaf. He is currently a consultant and is 
employed by several companies as needed.
 The couple would like to thank their guests 
who traveled from afar to make their wedding 
incredibly special. They are now at home in 
Austin.

Jacobson, McAvoy marry

Call 811 before you dig.
When it comes to digging safely, you make the call. 
Whether you’re working on a large excavation, or simply 
planting a tree in your yard, natural gas and utility line 
safety should always be job one – and that means 
calling 811 before you dig. Calling 811 helps you know 
where natural gas, electric, water and other under-
ground lines are located. It also helps you avoid causing 
serious injuries, service  interruptions, or possibly costly 
fines for damaged infrastructure. Make the call. It’s 
easy. It’s FREE. Respect the lines. Dig with care. After 
all, safety is in your hands, but always on our minds. 

We’re investing in infrastructure, technology  
and services that help keep you safe.  

More information on natural gas  
safety is available at:   
CenterPointEnergy.com/Safety.

©2018 CenterPoint Energy   187119

Getting

Started Safely
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NOW ENROLLING!

We are currently admitting children from 3 months to 
5 years of age (birthdays after September 1st). Our  
program is standards-based and offers meaningful  

learning experiences within a Catholic setting. We aim
to prepare your child for their elementary and

Catholic school education.

We offer multiple extended care options to meet your
scheduling needs including our Pre-K4 bridge to
Kindergarten class and our after school care for

students enrolled in neighboring elementary schools.

For more information, go to www.stlukesecc.com or
contact the ECC directly at (281) 741-7497
email eccregistrar@stlukescatholic.com

stlukesecc.com

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

Friday, April 27 & Sat., 
April 28, 2018

Admission $10  –  Free admission for ages 12 & under
Saturday Admission $5 before 4 p.m.; $10 After 4 p.m. 

Live Music Saturday Night
JB & The Moonshine Band

with Phineus Reb
Boiled Crawfish Friday Night

Kids Fun Zone Saturday 9 to 4:30
Free Games & Rides for Kids include...

Petting Zoo, Pony Rides, Rock Climbing, Obstacle Course, Moonwalks, 
Face painting, Hair-Braiding, Giant Trampoline, Inflatable Adrenaline 

Rush Jr., Bubble Blaster, Train Rides, Princess Party Productions–
Snow Queen-Elsa, Elena of Avalor, HPD Helicopter, Batman and  

Superman, Police, Fire & Ambulance Displays, Photo Opportunity 
with Oliver the Watusi Bull & Much More. 

Food & Refreshments
 Barbecue Sandwiches, Turkey Legs, Hot Dogs, Frito Pies, Chili,  

Sausage On A Stick, Cotton Candy, Nachos, Snow Cones & Drinks 
Will Be Available For Purchase. 

Sponsorship opportunities include Banners, Golf Carts & Kids', Activities. For 
information call 281-481-5656  or email mynews@southbeltleader.com

South Belt Spectacular is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Proceeds fund South Belt July 4th Fireworks, community youth programs, 
area scholarships & other IRS approved charitable/tax exempt organizations.

www.southbeltcookoff.com

Presents 22nd Annual 
South Belt Cook-Off
El Franco Lee Park

 Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced that the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(FEMA) has granted Texas’ 
request to extend the deadline 
for Transitional Sheltering As-
sistance (TSA) for Hurricane 
Harvey survivors. 
 TSA helps displaced indi-
viduals  who are unable to re-
turn to their homes fi nd short-
term shelter in hotels or other 
temporary housing locations. 
 The TSA deadline has been 
extended from April 23, 2018, 
to May 31, 2018, with a check-
out date of June 1, 2018.
 “With many Texas families 

still unable to return home af-
ter Harvey, we are committed 
to ensuring they have a place 
to stay as the recovery con-
tinues," said Abbott. "We will 
continue to do everything in 
our power to help Texans get 
back in their homes and get our 
communities rebuilt as quickly 
as possible. I thank our federal 
partners and FEMA for help-
ing provide this important as-
sistance for those in need.”
 Disaster victims with ques-
tions regarding their TSA pro-
gram eligibility or status may 
contact the FEMA Helpline at 
800-621-3362 for assistance.

FEMA extends    
sheltering deadline

Kirkmont house demolished as part of buyout program

The above photo shows a house on Sageknoll Drive in the Kirkmont 
subdivision just prior to it being demolished due to repeated fl ooding 

issues prior to Harvey. Three other houses on the block are also sched-
uled to be torn down as part of a pre-Harvey  county buyout program.

The above photo shows the same house on Sageknoll 
just after it was demolished. The entire process took 

only around two hours. See related photo on Page 1A.
  Photos by Marie Flickinger

The above photo shows an aerial view of the block of 
Sageknoll Drive, top left corner, in the Kirkmont sub-
division, in which four separate houses are to be de-
molished as part of the county’s fl ood buyout program. 
More than a dozen other surrounding homes in the im-
mediate area have already been leveled.

PISD board honors graduates

Administrators and board members from the Pasa-
dena Independent School District gathered Friday, 
April 13, at a luncheon hosted by the South Belt-El-
lington Chamber of Commerce to honor the top-10 
2018 graduates from Dobie High School, Lutheran 
South Academy and Clear Horizons High School. 

Board members shown above at the event are, left to 
right, Jack Bailey, DeeAnn Powell (superintendent), 
Marshall Kendrick, Nelda Sullivan, Vickie Morgan 
(president), Mariselle Quijano and Kenny Fernandez. 
See related photo on Page 1A and 2A. 
 Photo by Kay Barbour

Attempted ATM theft damages courthouse

Crooks attempted to steal the ATM from the Harris 
County courthouse annex on South Richey in Pasade-
na twice in just four days. In both cases, the suspects 
backed a truck into the building to gain access. Neither 
attempt was successful. The above photo shows damage 

caused by the fi rst attempt, which took place around 
2:30 a.m. Sunday, April 15. Staff had removed cash from 
the machine as a precaution before the second attack, 
which took place around the same time on April 18. See 
related story on Page 1A. 
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

USA KARATE - 11101 RESOURCE PARKWAY 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

$75 Registration Special

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

Receive Home 
Inspection with 

Estimate of Value 
At No Charge "The Company You'll Keep"

Neighbors Helping Neighbors!
CALL TODAY!

BUYING or SELLING ?

We will SELL your home FAST!

Celebrating 
48 Years

of Serving 
Our 

Community

Cosmetic, Implants and
General Dentistry

Bring ad for free whitening after a
new patient exam, xrays, and cleaning.

10950 Resource Parkway
Suite C

(Near Memorial Southeast Hospital)

281-481-0056
Dr. Angel Román

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945
Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm, Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Ocean LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Clear Coat Protectant

• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• rain-guard

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• rain-guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

Join our eClub for more savings

• Wash
• High Velocity Drying  
     (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$16
$10$13 $6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 5/13/18.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • SERVICE • REPAIR
NOW HIRING MECHANIC AND CAR WASH PERSONNEL

Dobie girls’ golfers
headed to regionals
 What an experience it 
all promises to be. 
 For the first time in 
program history, the 
Dobie varsity girls’ golf 
team will play in regional 
tournament competition, 
with the Class 6A Re-
gion III Championships 
set to play out Tuesday 
and Wednesday, April 
24-25, at Mont Belvieu’s 
Eagle Pointe Golf Club.
 Senior Cecilia Torres, 
who made her way to 
regionals as an individ-
ual in 2017 as a junior, 
will captain the Lady 

Longhorns during the 
two days event. Sopho-
more Alexis Perez, who 
fired a two-round total 
of 185 at the District 22-
6A tournament, will also 
represent Dobie along 
with Savannah Garza, 
Alena Hay and Celestina 
DeLuna.
 Each of the top four 
finishing teams at re-
gionals will go to state.
 The Class 6A girls’ 
state tournament is May 
21-22, at Legacy Hills 
Golf Club in George-
town.

Region III Girls’ Golf
April 24-25

Eagle Pointe Golf Club
Mont Belvieu

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.
We Can Cater Your Special Event!

JFD doubles teams to test Region III’s best  April 19
At right, Dobie boys’ 
doubles player Adrian 
Tamez smashes a fore-
hand return during the 
District 22-6A cham-
pionship match, won 
by Tamez and playing 
partner “Little” Tommy 
Nguyen as the pair qual-
ified for the Region III 
Championships April 
19-20 in Deer Park. 
Mixed doubles play-
ers Leilani Vargas and 
“Big” Tommy Nguyen 
also qualified. For more 
on Dobie tennis and the 
regional tournament, 
see Page 2B.

Photo by John Bechtle

At left, San Jacinto Col-
lege women’s basketball 
player Eryka Sydney 
(2) was recognized as a 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association Di-
vision I honorable men-
tion All-American selec-
tion after  leading SJC in 
scoring this season at 17 
points per game. Also a 
first team All-American 
as a freshman, Sydney 
scored more than 1,000 
points over her two sea-
sons with the Gators.
Photo by Elizabeth Hertel

SJC’s Sydney named All-American

22-6A Varsity Softball
(As of April 19)

 Teams  W  L
 Deer Park 13 0

 Dobie 10 3

 La Porte  9 4

 Memorial  9                   4

 West Brook  5   8   

 Rayburn  3                  10 

 S. Houston   1                  12 

 Pasadena  0                  13

At right, Dobie varsi-
ty softball head coach 
Robin Rackley (third 
from left) and play-
ers, from left, Mykayla 
Gutierrez, Alana Or-
tega, Samantha Lopez, 
Maritza Elizalde, Tay-
lor Pleasants and Cam-
ryn Wincher came up 
with a 4-1 win over Me-
morial in the first round 
and need another W 
over the Mavs April 20 
to secure second place.

Lady Longhorns’ rally stuns LP
 In a way, Dobie’s four-
run rally that produced a 
9-8 walk-off win over La 
Porte in the bottom of the 
seventh inning was meant 
to be.  
 Or perhaps it was 
simply meant to bring 
uber-excitement to the 
regular season finale fea-
turing a heated rivalry.
 As it stands, the Do-
bie varsity softball team 
is sitting alone in second 
place within 22-6A after a 
spirited comeback over La 
Porte April 17 at the Pasa-
dena ISD Complex.
 La Porte had won its  
first meeting with Dobie 
by a 15-5 count, and a sec-
ond win would have all but 
guaranteed the Bulldogs a 
second-place finish behind 
undefeated 22-6A cham-

pion Deer Park. La Porte 
appeared on its way to a 
second win after a five-
run, sixth inning and an in-
surance run in the seventh 
inning delivered an 8-5 
lead.
 But back came Dobie.

Continued on Page 6B

JFD baseball stands at 8-3
 Just as the Dobie varsi-
ty softball team has done, 
the school’s varsity base-
ball program is about to 
enter a three-game stretch 
that will define the final 
outcome of the regular 
season.
 The preliminary work is 
complete, with the Long-
horns having scored back-
to-back 4-1 wins over Sam 
Rayburn and Pasadena, re-
spectively. Now, the locals 

are headed on a two-game 
road trip to Deer Park 
(April 20) and La Porte 
(April 24) before finishing 
the regular season April 27 
at Dobie against Memori-
al.
 To put it mildly, each 
game is wildly import-
ant to all of the teams in-
volved.
 Deer Park, which last 
lost in district play March 
27, tightened the 22-6A 

standings with a 7-0 win 
over previously unbeaten 
La Porte April 17. That 
same afternoon, Dobie 
dispatched Pasadena 4-1 
to improve to 8-3. Now, 
La Porte still leads 22-6A 
at 10-1, with Deer Park a 
game behind at 9-2. Dobie 
is third at 8-3, with West 
Brook fourth at 7-4. Me-
morial is also still in the 
mix at 6-5. The catch?

Continued on Page 6B

Dobie vs. Memorial
Fri., April 20, 6:30 p.m.
Pasadena ISD Complex

Region III Championships
Thurs., April 19, Deer Park H.S.

Leilani Vargas/”Big” Tommy Nguyen – Dobie vs.
Bryn Benoit/Jacob Naiser – Bay. Sterling, 8:30 a.m.

“Little” Tommy Nguyen/Adrian Tamez – Dobie
vs. Remy Comeaux/Juan Prieto – Cy-Falls, 11 a.m.

THE SOLD TEAM
281-464-SOLD (7653)
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Buying or Selling? 
Do What Moves You.

We Live Here.
We Work Here.

$
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

We Are
South Belt Strong!
Over 3,000 Homes Sold!

SAGEMEADOW - Beautiful 3-2-2, totally updated, vaulted ceiling in 
den with free-standing fireplace, formal dining, fabulous landscaping, cul-
de-sac lot!  Won’t last! #MAR

THE PRESERVE - Gorgeous 4-4-2, Media/Game room, 12 ft ceilings, 
chef’s kitchen, builder upgrades. #PEP

SAGEMEADOW - Great 3-2-2, Huge den w/fp, ceramic tile, cul-de-
sac! #ORC

SAGEGLEN - Lovely 4-2.5-2 with pool! Both Formals, huge 
Bedrooms, Den w/ Fireplace, Beautiful Pool w/Rock Waterfall! # GLO

SAGEGLEN - Remodeled 4-2-2 one story, cul-de-sac. Looks Great!  #SWD
BELLAVITA - Stunning 4-3-2, island kitchen, updated, new roof in 

2016 over 2800 sq. ft., Looks like a model home! #SLV 

SOLD in 2 DAYS!
SOLD in 5 DAYS!

SOLD in 1 DAY!



Page 2, Section B, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, April 19, 2018

 First it was Tyriece Si-
las doing a number on 
Laredo as the San Jacin-
to College baseball team 
swept four from the Palo-
minis. 
 Now, the Gators’ Her-
bert Iser is basking in 
the glory after leading 
his team to a four-game 
sweep of Wharton April 
12 and April 15.
 Iser homered in both 
games April 12 and then 
did it again April 15 as the 
Gators, now 33-9 overall 
this season, ran their sea-
son-best winning streak to 
nine games.
 It all started April 12 as 
San Jacinto College soph-

Dobie High School senior volleyball player Jakara 
Henry (seated center) is set to continue her edu-
cation at Bloomfi eld College in Bloomfi eld, N.J., 
after signing a letter of intent with the Bears. 
Those with Henry at the signing included, left to 
right, (seated) Sharice Gilbert (Dobie assistant 

coach), Dawn Sexton (Dobie head coach), (back 
row) Caitlin O’Connell (Dobie assistant coach) 
and Franklin Moses (Dobie principal). Bloomfi eld 
College competes in the NCAA Division II ranks 
and is part of the Central Atlantic Collegiate Con-
ference.  Submitted photo

SBGSA’s Thunder 6U continues success on softball fi eld
At right, the South 
Belt Girls Softball As-
sociation’s Thunder 
6-under squad contin-
ued its run of success 
during the spring sea-
son, going 7-0 at the La 
Porte Girls Softball As-
sociation’s Spring into 
Softball tournament to 
win the championship. 
Members of the team 
are, left to right, (front 
row) Mazzy Romero, 
Kinley Brister, Tori 
DeHoyos, (middle 
row) Maddison Cam-
pos, Melody Ramirez, 
Brooklyn Corona-
do, Daniella Cisner-
os, Paige McMullen, 
Khayla Juarez, (back 
row) assistant coach 
Mike Campos, head 
coach Chris Ramirez 
and assistant coaches 
Martin Cisneros and 
Rob Juarez.

Submitted photo

omore right-hander Jacob 
Cantleberry won his 20th 
career game, getting his 
team past Wharton 2-1 as 
Cantleberry allowed just 
one hit over six innings. 
 Cantleberry, now 9-1 
this season, allowed one 
walk while fanning seven. 
 San Jacinto College’s 
Trey Dillard pitched the 
seventh inning for his sev-
enth save of the season.
 Iser had a solo homer in 
the game, and Sergio Ma-
cias added an RBI double 
as the Gators escaped with 
the win.
 In the second game, the 
Gators made quick work 
of the Pioneers, scoring 

eight runs in the fi rst in-
ning and three more in the 
third en route to a 14-4 
win in fi ve frames.
 The Gators slugged 
four homers in the game 
as Matt Goodheart, Ma-
cias, Jacob Matheny and 
Iser all went deep.
 Macias blasted a three-
run shot in the fi rst inning, 
and Goodheart followed 
up later in the inning with 
a grand slam.
 Iser socked a three-
run homer in the second 
inning, and Matheny’s 
two-run shot in the fourth 
inning kept the offense 
coming.
 Shifting ahead to April 

15, the Gators reeled off 
9-4 and 15-5 victories to 
improve to 19-4 in confer-
ence action.
 In the opener, San Jac 
delivered the long ball fi ve 
times as Jordan Myrow, 
Matheny, Iser, Nick Nev-
ille and Andres Sosa con-
nected.
 San Jac’s 15-5 win in 
the series fi nale included 
a pair of homers from Iser 
to give him fi ve in four 
games, and Myrow, Ma-
cias and Jordan Zimmer-
man also collected home 
runs. 
 The game was actually 
tight late before the Gators 
scored fi ve runs each in 

Iser, San Jacinto baseball stay hot against Wharton
the top of the seventh and 
ninth frames.
 Macias led the way 
with three hits, and My-
row, Iser and Zimmerman 
all had two each.
 SJC’s Macias now has 
14 doubles and 11 homers 
to lead the Gators in both 
of those power categories. 
 Meanwhile, Silas leads 
the team in hitting at 
.462, with fellow fresh-
man Alerick Soularie in at 
.427.     
 Cantleberry’s nine wins 
on the mound tie him for 
second nationally. The 
Gators are ranked No. 8 in 
the latest NJCAA Division 
I poll.

Dobie’s Henry picks Bloomfi eld College
At right, Dobie varsity 
volleyball player Jaka-
ra Henry (9) defends 
against Baytown Ster-
ling’s Lauren Hillin 
(15) during the Lady 
Longhorns’ four-set 
win in the Class 6A 
bidistrict playoffs last 
November. Henry, a 
two-year varsity letter-
winner, wound up with 
110 kills and 49 blocks 
during her senior sea-
son and was an honor-
able mention all-dis-
trict pick following the 
season. She was also 
named to the District 
22-6A All-Academ-
ic squad. Now headed 
to NCAA Division II 
Bloomfi eld College in 
Bloomfi eld, N.J., Hen-
ry is expected to con-
tribute early to a Bears’ 
team that went 8-21 
but did advance to the 
fi rst round of the Cen-
tral Athletic Collegiate 
Conference’s postsea-
son tournament. 

Photo by John Bechtle

At left, the Dobie boys’ 
doubles team of Adri-
an Tamez (left) and 
“Little” Tommy Nguy-
en (center) will join 
their head coach, Man-
uel Moreno Jr., at the 
Region III Champion-
ships beginning April 
19, at Deer Park High 
School. After winning 
the District 22-6A 
championship in boys’ 
doubles, Tamez and 
Nguyen were named to 
the league’s all-district 
first team  based on 
their play this spring. 
Meanwhile, Moreno, 
in his 19th season with 
the Longhorns, was 
named Coach of the 
Year.

Photo by John Bechtle

 Perhaps taking the court 
for the fi nal time as Long-
horns, four Dobie senior 
tennis players are headed 
to the Region III Champi-
onships April 19 at Deer 
Park High School’s South 
campus.
 District 22-6A cham-
pions “Little” Tommy 
Nguyen and Adrian Tamez 
of Dobie made their way 
to the 16-team Region III 
bracket after defeating 
Deer Park’s Sam Nitsch 
and Dean Zuniga-Mon-
temayor 6-3, 6-3 in the 
championship fi nal.
 Nitsch and Zuni-
ga-Montemayor, the No. 
1 seeded team at district, 
also advanced to region-
als.
 Dobie’s Leilani Vargas 
and “Big” Tommy Nguyen 
entered the district tourna-
ment as the No. 1 seed in 
mixed doubles, then pro-
ceeded to uphold their end 
of the bargain with a 6-3, 
6-2 win over Memorial’s 
Jasmine Garcia and Jona-
than Villarreal in the fi nal.
 Following their wins at  
the 22-6A Championships 
and subsequent regional 
berths, the Nguyens, Ta-
mez and Vargas all earned 
all-district fi rst team sta-
tus, largely based on their 
performance in the big 
tournament.
 The Lady Longhorns 
also saw a pair of doubles 
teams garner second team 
all-district status after a 
strong fi nish to the season.
 Kristy Morales and 
playing partner Bao Nguy-
en wound up third at the 

District 22-6A Varsity Tennis Spring Season
All-District First Team

Boys’ Singles
Vignesh Chennupati, West Brook

Ethan Cook, Deer Park

Boys’ Doubles
Little Tommy Nguyen/Adrian Tamez, Dobie

Sam Nitsch/Dean Zuniga-Montemayor, Deer Park

Girls’ Singles
Morgan Cook, Deer Park
Peyton Nance, Deer Park

Girls’ Doubles
Ann Batres-Pereira/Brooke Renfro, Deer Park

Chloe Colvin/Brooke Jones, Deer Park

Mixed Doubles
Tommy Nguyen/Leilani Vargas, Dobie

Jasmine Garcia/Jonathan Villarreal, Memorial

All-District Second Team – Dobie
Girls’ Doubles

Kristy Morales/Bao Nguyen
Mylan Phan/Ann Truong

Boys’ Team Champion – Deer Park
Girls’ Team Champion – Deer Park

Coach of the Year – Manuel Moreno Jr., Dobie

Longhorn netters reach regionals, net 22-6A honors

The Longhorns’ mixed doubles team of Leilani Var-
gas (left) and “Big”Tommy Nguyen will be in ac-
tion at the Region III Championships as each of the  

brackets begin at 16 and end with two qualifying for 
state. As seniors, they could be representing Dobie 
for the final time in their careers.

District 22-6A tournament 
after defeating teammates 
Mylan Phan and Ann 
Truong in their fi nal match 
at district. Both Dobie 
teams earned second team 
all-district status.
 While “Little” Tommy 
Nguyen and Tamez as well 
as Vargas and “Big” Tom-
my Nguyen enter the Re-
gion III tournament with 
diffi cult odds of reaching 
state, Dobie head coach 
Manuel Moreno Jr. was 
clearly proud of them.
 “They should all feel 
great about their accom-
plishments,” said Moreno, 
who was the Coach of the 
Year in 22-6A this spring.
 “You always want to 
see your seniors do well 
when they are possibly 
playing for the school, 
the community and their 
teammates for the last 
time.
 “It is icing on the cake 
to advance any farther, 
but at this point, you don’t 
want to be satisfi ed, either. 
Sixteen singles players 
will play the singles, and 
16 teams in each of the 
doubles brackets will en-
ter regionals. Two of those 
will advance to state. It 
could be anybody. You just 
hope to play at your best 
and let things fall where 
they may.”
 Regardless of what 
goes down at regionals, 
the Dobie team has ex-
celled again. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 19
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the 
club at 281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochs-
ner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 
713-856-1611.

6 p.m.
Texas German Society, South Belt (SE) Chapter – A 
social group focused on the culture, music, heritage 
and language of Texas German immigrants. Meets the 
third Thursday, monthly, 6 p.m., Fellowship Hall of 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Visitors welcome. Email OpaGivesHugs@gmail.com 
for details.

6:30 p.m.
Harris County Master Gardeners – presents Soils 
and Composting on Thursday, April 19, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Freeman Branch Library, 16616 Diana Lane. This is 
a free Harris County Master Gardener event. For 
details, visit https://hcmga.tamu.edu/Public/pubGreen
Thumb.aspx or call 713-274-0950.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, 
call 713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 - 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For 
details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

7:30 p.m.
The Bay Area Writers League – Meets the first and 
third Thursdays monthly to improve writing skills, Barnes 
and Noble, 1029 W. Bay Area Blvd., 7:30 p.m. 
Newcomers welcome. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 20
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the direc-
tor at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – West End Group, 
noon, Shepherd of the Heart United Methodist Church, 
12005 County Rd. 39, Pearland. For details, call 713-
856-1611.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. Call 713-
856-1611.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads 
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Family members and friends of problem drinkers/
addicts share, learn Al-Anon principles, that they are 
not alone, and discover choices available. For details, 
call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, APRIL 21
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, 
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787,  or drop in.

10 a.m.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For informa-
tion, call 713-856-1611.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For 
women affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-
487-8787, or drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Bluegrass Association – bluegrass music 
show and jam session on the third Saturday. Stage 
show is at 7 p.m. Pickers may bring instruments and 
come early. Free. Johnny Arolfo Civic Center, 300 
Walker, League City. For details, visit http://www.bayare
abluegrass.org.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

SUNDAY, APRIL 22
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a 
loved one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter 
and Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. For details, 
call 281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.

Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900 
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to 
RSVP for child care.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA 
meets Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For 
details, call 713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For 
details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-4166.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

MONDAY, APRIL 23
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 – 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. Call 
409-454-5720 for details, or  drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the direc-
tor at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship 
Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through 
Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409-454-5720 for 
details, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 
713-856-1611.
 Continued on Page 4B

CALENDAR
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Team Coleman
Jalen Sneed – Hardin Jefferson
Romelio Wilbert – Atascocita
Darion Chatman – P.A. Memorial
Sam Schrader – Eisenhower
Thalian Wesley – P.A. Memorial
Kendrick Washington – Humble
Kris Dixon – Dawson
Vernon Harrell – Elkins
Peter Byrd – Bush
Keaton Taylor – Lamar Consolidated
Cameron Senegal – P.A. Mem. manager
Coach – Kenneth Coleman – P.A. Memorial

Team Sigler

Kaven Ezekwe – Alief Taylor
Lynnis Brown – Terry
D.J. Peavey – Dekaney
Tamir Bynum – Lamar
Darius Mickens – Willis
Kobe Wilson – Atascocita
Joe Ogubanjo – Alief Taylor
Jevon Burton – Porter
Malcolm Epps – Dekaney
Hunter Quick – Brazosport
Darwin Dawson – Atascocita manager
Coach – Joe Sigler – Silsbee

Team Sanders
Tayvion Johnson – North Shore
Trajan Wesley – Cy-Falls
Byron Brown – Lamar Consolidated
Andrew Nguyen – Cy-Falls
C.J. Washington – Tompkins
Jamal Bieniemy – Tompkins
Jackson Moffatt – Magnolia
Antoine Henderson – Rudder
Enzo Sechi – Katy Taylor
Terrell Wilson – Marshall
Tyler Wagner – Tompkins manager
Coach – Bobby Sanders – Tompkins

Team Chandler

Koby Richardson – Angleton
Kendric Davis – Sam Houston
Dralyn Brown – South Houston
Connor Gartner – Memorial
Zach Nutall – Bryan
James Drexler – Strake Jesuit
Riley Abercrombie – Clear Lake
Tristan Ipke – Deer Park
Nighael Ceaser – Ridge Point
TeeShawn Garrett – Texas City
Henry Caldwell –Strake Jesuit manager
Coach – Darren Chandler – Deer Park

 Pasadena ISD’s own 
Phillips Field House is 
the 2018 host site for the 
Houston Area Basketball 
Coaches Association All-
Star Game series, coming 
May 3.
 HABCA offi cials re-
ceived more than 100 sub-
missions for inclusion into 
the game, and the fi nal 40 
fi nalists were divided into 

four teams. 
 Deserving head coach-
es from across the state 
were chosen to head the 
teams, including Darren 
Chandler of Deer Park, 
who will be coaching his 
fi nal game. Earlier this 
spring, Chandler was se-
lected as Deer Park ISD’s 
new Director of Athletics.
 Locally, South Hous-

ton High School’s Dralyn 
Brown is on Chandler’s 
roster for the game. 
 On May 3, Team Cole-
man will go against Team 
Sanders at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Team Chandler 
vs. Team Sigler at 8 p.m.
 Admission will be $5 at 
the door. HABCA mem-
bers will be admitted free 
of charge.

Pasadena’s Phillips F.H.
to host HABCA all-stars

The Houston Defenders ninth-grade team won fi rst place at the 
Ballout Events Get Ready Go Live basketball tournament, tak-
ing top honors in the gold division with a 60-34 victory over the 
Austin Defenders at South Houston High School. Members of the 
Houston Defenders championship team are, left to right, (front 
row) Braeden Shaffer, (Clear Lake High School), Jonathan Bald-
win (Dobie High School), Luke Giron (Dobie High School), Dami-

Locals help Houston Defenders win hoops crown

an Garcia (Dobie High School), (back row) Landen Shaf-
fer (Clear Lake High School), Braden Gant (Dobie High 
School), coach Mike Rogers, Austin Sikes (Clear Creek 
High School), JaJuan Robinson (Dobie High School), Mi-
chael Purdom (Pearland High School), Jeremiah Camp-
bell (Clear Lake High School) and assistant coach Jay 
Purdom.

TRACK AND FIELD
Friday, April 20

Dobie varsity at 21/22-6A Area meet, Auxiliary, TBA

SOCCER
Monday, April 23

Thompson 7th girls host Miller, 5:00

Beverly Hills 7th girls host Bondy, 5:00

Thompson 8th girls host Miller, 6:00

Beverly Hills 8th girls host Bondy, 6:00

Tuesday, April 24
Thompson 7th boys at Miller, 5:00

Beverly Hills 7th boys at Queens, 5:00

Thompson 8th boys at Miller, 6:00

Beverly Hills 8th boys at Queens, 6:00

Wednesday, April 25 through Friday, April 27
PISD 7th/8th girls tournament, TBA

Wednesday, May 2 through Friday, May 4
PISD 7th/8th boys tournament, TBA

TENNIS 
Thursday, April 19

Dobie varsity at Region III tourn., Deer Park, TBA

Brook varsity at Region III tourn., Deer Park, TBA

Friday, April 20
Dobie varsity at 22-6A tourn., Harry Taylor, TBA

Brook varsity at Region III tourn., Deer Park, TBA

BASEBALL
Friday, April 20

Brook varsity at Alvin, 7:00

Dobie varsity at Deer Park, 7:00

Brook JV hosts Alvin, 6:30

Dobie JV hosts Deer Park, Dobie, 4:00

Brook sophomores host Alvin, 4:30

Saturday, April 21
Dobie sophomores host Deer Park, Dobie, noon

Monday, April 23
Brook JV hosts Dickinson, 6:30

Brook sophomores host Dickinson, 4:30

Dobie sophomores host La Porte, Maguire, 7:00

Tuesday, April 24
Dobie varsity at La Porte, 7:00

Brook varsity at Dickinson, 7:00

Dobie JV hosts La Porte, Dobie, 4:00

Friday, April  27
Brook varsity hosts Dickinson, 7:00

Dobie varsity hosts Memorial, Dobie, 4:00

Dobie JV at Memorial, 5:00

Brook JV at Dickinson, 6:30

Brook sophomores at Dickinson, 4:30

Dobie sophomores at Memorial, 3:00

SOFTBALL
Friday, April 20

San Jacinto College at Alvin (2), 2:00

Brook varsity hosts Dickinson, 6:30

Dobie varsity vs. Memorial, PISD, 6:30

Brook JV hosts Dickinson, 5:00

Dobie JV vs. Memorial, PISD, 5:00

Saturday, April 21
San Jacinto College at Galveston (2), 1:00

Wednesday, April 25
San Jacinto College hosts Blinn (2), 3:00

Sports Calendar

 Final preparations are 
being made as the annual 
Darren Lajaunie Memori-
al Tennis Tournament will 
return to the Harry Taylor 
Tennis Center in Pasade-
na April 27-29.   
 Organizers are selling 
tickets for the kickoff din-
ner, scholarship awards 
program and raffle set for 
April 27.
 Attendees will enjoy a 
catered dinner courtesy 
of Casa Ole’ consisting of 
beef and chicken fajitas, 

with all of the fixings in-
cluded.    
 That evening, children 
and adults will also have 
the opportunity to take 
part in free on-court ten-
nis drills, with awards 
going to some lucky win-
ners.
 Dinner tickets are $15 
for adults and $10 for chil-
dren under the age of 10. 
Tickets may be purchased 
at the Harry Taylor Tennis 
Center, or those who wish 
may call the event hotline 

at 281-480-6933. 
 The DLTSF will con-
tinue to award college 
scholarships to the seniors 
on the Dobie High School 
tennis team, in addition to 
qualifying members of the 
Harry Taylor Tennis Cen-
ter.
 The Darren Lajaunie 
Tennis Scholarship Fund 
volunteers are in the plan-
ning and sponsorship gath-
ering stages for its seventh 
annual memorial tennis 
tournament.
 Darren Lajaunie be-
gan his tennis career 
playing tennis at Dobie 
High School and gradu-
ated co-valedictorian in 
1984.  
 Members of the Dobie 
tennis team will be award-
ed entry fees to play in the 
tournament in his honor.
 Lajaunie lost his battle 
with melanoma May 3, 
2011. 
 All players will receive 
a tournament T-shirt, a 
luggage tag and enjoy a 
complimentary opening 
morning breakfast snack.
 A free lunch will also be 
available for players and 
spectators, donated by the 
Lajaunie family.  The Dar-
ren Lajaunie Tennis Schol-
arship Fund volunteers are 
busy seeking donors and 
silent auction items.  
 Opening ceremonies, 
including a scholarship 
awards dinner and silent 
auction, will be held Fri-
day, April 27. 
 There will be several 
camp scholarships as well 
as two college scholar-
ships awarded to HTTC 
junior tennis players.  
 Opening night special 
activities this year include 
HTTC hosting a com-
plimentary cardio tennis 
clinic for adults, and a 
children’s clinic full of fun 

tennis games for ages 12 
and under.  
 There will also be 
plenty of give-away priz-
es over the course of the 
three-day event.
 Tickets may now be 
purchased at the HTTC or 
on the DLTSF website. In 
May, the 2018 Dobie re-
cipients will be awarded 
their scholarships at the 
school. 
 Entry fee for the tour-
nament is $35 for singles 
and $22.50 per player for 
doubles.
 Players may also reg-
ister at www.setteo.com. 
Registration deadline is 
April 13.
 The tournament will 
begin Saturday, April 28, 
at 8 a.m. and finish the 
next afternoon, with tro-
phy presentations at the 
conclusion of each divi-
sion of play. 
 The Darren Lajaunie 
Tennis Scholarship Fund 
website at www.DLtennis
scholarships.com includes 
pictures from the 2017 
tournament and informa-
tion on this year’s tour-
nament, sponsorship op-
portunities, scholarships 
details and more. 
 Those who would like 
to donate may also do so 
on the website. 
 The Darren Lajaunie 
Tennis Scholarship Fund 
is a nonprofit corpora-
tion, and all donations are 
tax-deductible. 
 Donations may now 
be made via the web-
site with a credit card or 
one may mail a check or 
money order to: Darren 
Lajaunie Tennis Scholar-
ship Fund, 3106 Mossy 
Elm Court, Houston, TX, 
77059, or contact Ca-
mille Lajaunie at cjlajau
nie@gmail.com with any 
questions.

Lajaunie tennis to benefi t local youths

Rising Stars registering
 The Rising Stars Track Club, the South Belt area’s longstanding youth program, 
is currently accepting registration and is conducting preseason workouts at the Do-
bie High School track. Team coaches are hosting workouts each Wednesday and 
Friday, from 4:45 p.m. to dark, Saturdays from noon to 2 p.m. and Sundays from 
3 to 5 p.m. Both returning and fi rst-year team members may register at any of the 
workout sessions. 

Pearland Rotary charity golf
 Pearland Rotary Club offi cials have announced plans for the group’s 47th annu-
al Golf for Charity tournament, coming to Golfcrest Country Club Friday, May 4.
 Participants will enjoy golf, a lunch, a celebratory dinner, silent auction and 
more during the course of the fun-fi lled day. There will also be a closest-to-the-pin 
contest in addition to the ever-popular Fireball Challenge. Lunch will be served 
at 11 a.m., and golf begins at noon. To register for the event, visit www.Pearland 
RotaryGolf.com.

Blackhawk Seahawks FB signing up
 The Blackhawk Seahawks youth football program, complete with drill team 
and cheerleading squads, is currently registering boys and girls ages 5 to 12 years 
old, for the 2018 fall season. The cost is $200 each for football players and $350 
each for drill team and cheerleader members. The Blackhawk Seahawks are mem-
bers of the Texas Intercity Football Inc. (TIFI) and play their home games at Dobie 
High School. To register youths, visit the team web site at www.leaguelineup.com/
blackhawkseahawks. For additional information, call team president Lisa Sanchez 
at 832-969-8542.

Brook’s Taylor transferring to UH
 Brandon Taylor, a 2016 Clear Brook High School graduate and two-time state 
track and fi eld meet competitor, is coming home. Taylor spent the 2017 season at 
the University of Miami after signing a letter of intent with the Hurricanes out of 
high school. 
 A sprint specialist, including the indoor 60 meters as well as the indoor and 
outdoor 200-meter and outdoor 100-meter dash, Taylor announced his decision to 
join the University of Houston program via Twitter.

Local sports news, notes
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The
Southeast VFD 

needs you!
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After Hours:  Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656
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South Belt-Ellington Leader

Need Help Finding Your 
Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds
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Guide!

We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS De-
partment. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving re-
cord check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 7PM 
at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very limited 
training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon acceptance. If 
you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, Forest Service, 
Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You can visit our web-
site:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an application package 
and see some of the activities that we participate in yearly.  Please come to one 
of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and join us in this very impor-
tant and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and needed part of our growing 
community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  Your community needs you!  

To submit items 
for the 

CALENDAR
at the 

South Belt-Ellington Leader 
send an email to: 

mynews@southbeltleader.com
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LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words 
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Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words 
- $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

HELP WANTED
Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 

& Healthcare Center
Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs. 
If you want to work in a dynamic 
and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd. in Pasadena or give us a 
call at (713) 575-1800

CALENDAR
Young at Heart Club – Meets the second and fourth week month-
ly (Nov./Dec. meet second week only) at Covenant United 
Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities, trips, etc. Call 
Doris Byerly at 713-944-4474 for details.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-
1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

1 - 3:30 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has free Hump Day Dance to practice 
ballroom dance, 1 to 3:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 1001 E. League City 
Pkwy. League City nonresidents must purchase activity card. This is 
a casual, practice dance (not formal lessons) and is open to all 
ages. Everyone may dress comfortably and enjoy dancing in a safe, 
friendly environment on a beautiful fl oating hardwood fl oor. Name 
tags are provided to assist in getting acquainted. Having a partner 
is helpful but dancers without partners are welcome. For details, call 
Neva Schroder at 417-838-2204.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-
1611.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 281-286-2525 
(24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic violence/sexual 
abuse support group for women. Visit www.bayareaturningpoint.
org for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

THURSDAY, APRIL 26
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 
10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or 
email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open meeting, 7 
p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For details, call 713-856-1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 - 8 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-
4166. 

Continued from Page 3B

MONDAY, APRIL 23
3:15 p.m.

Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy for adults with Parkinson’s, 3:15 – 4:45 p.m., Clear Lake 
Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit 
www.hapsonline.org for details.

6-8 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Mercy Hearts meets on the second and 
fourth Mondays, 6 to 8 p.m., at CrossRoads UMC located at 
10030 Scarsdale. The focus of the new Mercy Hearts is support 
for families of inmates and ex-offenders. The program will provide 
a complimentary meal, group Bible study and discussion. Child 
care is provided. This is a confi dential ministry and information will 
be treated accordingly. For details, contact C. Talbot at 281-245-
7072 or Chucktal@msn.com. 

  6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. 
Come, improve crossword playing skills. Call 281-488-2923 for 
details. No meetings on holidays.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – Mondays at 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2535 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland. Enter door next to recycling bins. For details, call 713-
865-3668 or visit www.oahouston.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-
1611.

7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s Group, 12 Step 
Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. in the 
Education Bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 77089. For details, call Russell 
at 832-483-6715.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Dancing on Mon-
day, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 16020 El Camino Real, 77062. $4/session 
or $35/10 sessions for CSH members and $5/session or $45/10 
sessions for nonmembers. Everyone is welcome. For information, 
contact 281-488-5861 or csh@shaarhashalom.org.

TUESDAY, APRIL 24
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include diora-
mas, a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time kitchen. 
Tuesday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, 
Pasadena. For details, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
American Begonia Society – Houston Satellite meets on the 
fourth Tuesday, Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Pkwy. (on the lake 
side), Seabrook. For information, call Joe at 281-481-2458.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 
10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or 
email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

12:30 - 1:30 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has dance lessons Tuesdays following 
the senior luncheon taught by 35-year dance area instructors 
Lewis and Betty Whistler at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E. 
League City Pkwy. For questions regarding lessons, call 832-517-
5833. A $25 activity card is required for nonresidents which is free 
to senior League City residents. For questions about the activity 
card, call the park offi ce at 281-554-1180.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 713-856-1611.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., Golf-
crest Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., Pearland. Lunch is 
$15. Variety of interesting speakers. For information, call 281-900-
7257 or visit nalix@texascitizensbank.com.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #1530 meets at the 
Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., 1:30 p.m. 
For information, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

2 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – Tuesday, 2 p.m., 16614 
Sea Lark, 77062. For details or classes, contact Dr. Glandorf at 
drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or call 281-488-6318.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-
1611.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meets Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta St. For details, call 713-306-4366 or 713-480-
4166.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25
7 a.m.

AAA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for 
details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
TX HAIR FASHIONS - 
Chair/Station rental - $125 
or Commission 50 per-
cent with experience. For 
information call 281-741-
4334 or 832-885-9915 
cell 5-3

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 5-3
SOUTHBELT - Data-
Systems - Hard Drive 
Data  Recovery - Linux 

Installation. 10909 Sabo, 
Suite 120, 281-481-0909. 
E-mail: sds@walkerlaw.
com TF

 GARAGE SALE
Zion Lutheran Church - 
Pasadena 5050 E. Sam 
Houston Pkwy. S. Sat,  
April 28, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Outside Garage Sale. 
Treasures Galore! Furni-
ture, clothes, toys, books, 
household items. Raising 
money for a ladies retreat 
in Waco. 4-26
10302 ELIZABETH ROSE 
CT. Fri., April 20, 8 a.m. - 
2 p.m. & Sat., April 21, 7 
a.m. - 2 p.m. Miscellaneous 

REAL ESTATE

Turn those unwanted 
items in your garage and 

closets into cash. Bring ads 
into the Leader office by 
Tuesday or use the mail 
slot by the front door.

11555 Beamer11555 Beamer
281-481-5656281-481-5656

Visit us 
online at

www.southbeltleader.com

items, adult men’s/ wom-
en’s clothes, household 
items, shoes, wheelchair 
and many more items.  
 4-19

LOST PET
LOST MALE SIAMESE 
CAT from Clear Brook 
Meadows Subdivision. 9 
years old, cream with 
chocolate points. Reward 
offered - 713-822-2334  
 4-19

MISCELLANEOUS
FOREST PARK EAST 
CEMETERY: Three spac-
es, choice location Section 
206, lot 89, spaces 7, 8, 9. 
Call 281-487-7932. TF

REAL ESTATE
VILLA VERDE HOME 
FOR SALE. Beautiful 
4-bedroom, 2.5-bath, 
2-car garage. Amazing 
extra large backyard. 
Negotiable price. 281-
774-8606  5-10

SERVICES
GENERAL SERVICES: 
Pressure washing (hous-
es & driveways) $50 & 
up. Tree trimming $ 50 & 
up. Mulching, wood fenc-
es, painting interior/exte-
rior and sheetrock. Free 
Estimates. 832-406-0183  
 5-3

Mount Olive Lutheran Church
Early Childhood Education

281-922-4453 

       Lead Extended 
Care Teacher

Mon - Fri   12:30 - 6:00PM
Experience Preferred
18 mo. – 5 years old

HIRING

Available Offi ce Space
Located in the Leader offi ce building
Suitably Located On Beltway 8 @ Beamer

281-481-5656 or 281-948-2714
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A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

Roofing • Interior / Exterior Painting

281-779-5053
blessingconstructions2009@yahoo.com

www.blessingconstructions.com
OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

281-847-1111

Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectric1111.com TECL #19197

Master Electrician
Johnny R. Gibbs

“Look on the bright side”

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
 832-692-7754

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

Advertise in the 
Leader!

LAWN & GARDEN

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

281-487-2234
ACCREDITED

BUSINESS

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 or 713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
CALL TODAY ! WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

Looking to 
improve 

your yard 
the easy    

way?
Call the

Leader 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
11555 Beamer
281-481-5656

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

Support Leader 
Advertisers!

Willie’s Concrete Works  

Serving the South Belt area 30+ years

281-484-7712
INSURED

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% 
Financing 

to Qualified 
Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

• V
• H76 Dobie Grad

9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

Winter
 Specials

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLLUUUMMMBBBIIINNNGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

CARPENTER
  SHEETROCK    CARPENTRY REPAIRS

  DOORS    PAINTING    FLOORS
  ROTTEN WOOD    ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-816-4099

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

STRODER SERVICES
PRESSURE WASHING

Join us on Join us on 
Facebook!Facebook!

Get local news
and updates 
between 
issues!

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

TACLB002755C

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

So
ut

h B
elt

 Gr
ap

hic
s &

 P
rin

tin
g No Job No Job 

Too Small!Too Small!
Now printing 

small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information

281-484-4337

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
281-481-5656

Support Leader 
Advertisers!

• Driveways
• Patios
• Sidewalks

• Commercial
• Parking lots
• Buildings

713-875-1066
Serving the South Belt
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District 24-6A
Varsity Boys’ Soccer

Most Valuable Player
Kaden Lovett, Clear Creek, Sr.

Offensive MVP
Patrick Owusu, Clear Lake, Sr.

Defensive MVP
Evan Birsinger, Friendswood, Sr.

Goalkeeper of the Year
J.T. McCoy, Alvin, Sr.

Newcomer of the Year
Ronaldo Gonzalez, Clear Creek, Fr.

Coach of the Year
Shawn Ruby, Alvin

First Team Selections
 Brian Arias, Alvin Sr.
 Robert Burridge, Clear Lake, Jr.
 Andre Caro, Clear Creek, Sr.
 Gareth Cupples, Clear Brook, Sr.
 Ethan Ermis , Alvin, Sr.
 Eduardo Escobedo Castillo, Dickinson, Sr.
 Jordan Greenshield, Clear Brook, Sr.
 Colton Joseph, Alvin, Sr.
 Alex Mai, Friendswood, Sr.
 Chris Martinez, Dickinson, Sr.
 Dylan McCoy, Alvin, Soph.
 Jace McGovern, Clear Falls, Soph.
 Alex Medina Aranda, Dickinson, Sr.
 Alvaro Mellado, Clear Falls, Jr.
 Jesus Mendoza, Alvin, Sr.
 Zach Montz, Friendswood, Sr.
 Harrison Mooney, Clear Springs, Sr.
 Will Norsworthy, Clear Creek, Sr.
 David Perez, Clear Creek, Sr.
 Josh Peterson, Friendswood, Sr.
 Riley Martinez, Dickinson, Sr.
 Stephen Serghiou, Clear Springs, Sr.

Second Team Selections – Brook
 Sebastian Sandoval, Jr.
 Eli Thomas, Sr.

 A late-season run 
pushed Alvin to the Dis-
trict 24-6A varsity boys’ 
soccer championship, also 
netting the Yellowjackets’ 
Shawn Ruby Coach of the 
Year honors.
 In addition, J.T. Mc-
Coy of Alvin was named 
the Goalkeeper of the Year 
in 24-6A as the league’s 
respective head coaches 
gathered to honor the top 

players.
 Kaden Lovett of Clear 
Creek used a terrifi c all-
around season en route to 
Most Valuable Player hon-
ors, and Clear Lake’s Pat-
rick Owusu scoring abili-
ty landed him Offensive 
MVP accolades.
 Evan Birsinger, who 
helped Friendswood 
to a third-place fi nish 
and eventual area round 

matchup against Dobie, 
was the Defensive Play-
er of the Year, and Clear 
Creek freshman Ronaldo 
Gonzalez was the league’s 
Newcomer of the Year. 
 Clear Brook struggled 
to a 3-9-2 fi nish, but senior 
standouts Jordan Green-
shield and Gareth Cupples 
were named to the fi rst 
team as three-year letter-
men.

District 24-6A boys’ soccer
honors league’s top players

At right, Dobie se-
nior and team cap-
tain Jeffry Mercado, 
the District 22-6A 
leader in stolen bas-
es with 16, is set to 
lead the Longhorns 
into a key three-game 
stretch that will ulti-
mately determine the 
team’s playoff fate.
Photo by John Bechtle

Continued from Page 1B
 The Longhorns, who 
have already lost their 
season series to West 
Brook, will play the oth-
er three postseason con-
tenders down the stretch, 
with a chance to control 
their own destiny.
 Dobie, which can go 
with 22-6A wins leader 
Daniel Garza April 20 at 
Deer Park, is suddenly 
within reach of La Porte. 
 Best case scenario? 
Dobie sweeps all three 
of its remaining three 
games and places itself 
in the conversation for 
the District 22-6A cham-
pionship.
 The Longhorns are 
just one win or  a Me-
morial loss away from 
securing a playoff berth. 
But the prospects of fac-
ing District 21-6A lead-
er Kingwood in the first 
round is not good.
 Taking things one 
game at a time, the 
Longhorns are likely to 
turn to Garza (7-1, 0.95 
ERA) against Deer Park.  
Then comes La Porte.

Dobie 4
Rayburn 1

 Junior Damien Lopez 
pitched five innings, al-
lowing no earned runs to 
move to 3-3 on the sea-

son as the Longhorns de-
feated Rayburn 4-1 April 
20 at Maguire Field in 
Pasadena.
 Jeffry Mercado led the 
way offensively for the 
Longhorns, banging out 
a pair of hits and stealing 
three bags. Entering play 
April 17 against Pasade-
na, Dobie led the district 
in stolen bases with 52, 
paced by league leader 
Mercado’s 16.
 Justin Blogg, hitting 

.430 this season, had an 
RBI triple, and Jonathan 
Acosta had an RBI.

Dobie 4
Pasadena 1

 Sophomore Alan Lopez 
got the start on the mound, 
tossing a complete game 
to help the Longhorns 
down the Eagles April 17, 
also at Maguire Field. 
 Blogg (24 runs batted 
in), Acosta and Jonathan 
Moreno drove in runs for 
the winners.

Baseball playoff push begins now 22-6A Varsity Baseball
(As of April 18)

 Teams  W  L
 La Porte 10 1
 Deer Park  9 2
 Dobie  8 3
 West Brook  7                   4
 Memorial  6   5   
 Pasadena  2                   9
 Rayburn  2                   9 
 S. Houston  0                 11

Dobie, Longoria stun La Porte
Continued from Page 1B
  A walk, four straight 
singles and a sacrifice fly 
tied the game at 8-all in 
the bottom of the seventh 
inning.
 Freshman Leslie Lon-
goria then sent the Dobie 
faithful into a frenzy as 
she lined a walk-off single 
into left-center field. 
 Dani Colunga crossed 
the plate for the 9-8 win, 
suddenly thrusting Dobie 
into second place with an 
April 20 finale coming 
against Memorial.
 Yet if not for the rally, 
the Lady Longhorns might 
be staring a fourth-place 
finish in the face with a 
game to play.
 Gutierrez began the 
bottom of the seventh with 
a walk, and Jacqueline 

Garcia’s single sent runner 
Jasmine Benitez to second 
base. Elizalde then singled 
to load the bases with no 
outs.
 Colunga delivered Do-
bie’s third straight hit as 
Benitez scored to trim the 
La Porte lead to 8-6. Ala-
na Ortega’s infield single 
then scored Garcia, get-
ting the score to 8-7.
 Yvonne Whaley then 
tied the game with a sac-
rifice fly, bringing Lon-
goria to the plate. The 
freshman got the job done, 
lashing a ball into the gap 
in left-center field for the 
win.
 So now the fun contin-
ues. A season ago, Me-
morial defeated Dobie 
2-1 in the regular season 
finale and then downed 

the Lady Longhorns once 
again, 8-6, to win a battle 
for the No. 2 playoff seed. 
Subsequently, Dobie lost a 
first-round playoff match-
up against Atascocita.
 Memorial took advan-
tage of its No. 2 seeding 
in 22-6A and wound up 
in the Region III quarter-
finals where, perhaps jus-
tifyably, Atascocita elimi-
nated the Lady Mavs.
 With defending District 
21-6A champion King-
wood and Atascocita once 
again 1-2 in that league 
this season, Dobie would 
love nothing better than 
to beat Memorial and grab 
the No. 2 seed, thus avoid-
ing Kingwood or Atascoc-
ita. 
 It would certainly 
avenge what Memorial 

was able to pull off at the 
end of last season.

Deer Park 10
Dobie 5

 Competitively, Dobie 
has never shied away from 
facing Deer Park, a former 
state championship win-
ner and one of Region III’s 
top programs this decade.
 But that doesn’t mean 
the Lady Longhorns have 
had neither much success 
nor much luck against a 
longtime rival.
 In the first round of dis-
trict play, Dobie was one 
great pitch or one clutch 
hit away from possibly 
winning in Deer Park be-
fore the Lady Deer es-
caped 5-4 March 20.
 Seeking to avenge that 
loss and, better yet, make 
a late run at the 22-6A 
championship, Dobie 
fought back from a 5-3 
deficit against Deer Park 
April 20 at the Pasade-
na ISD Complex, only to 
see Deer Park lock up the 
crown with a 10-5 win in 
eight innings.
 In the bottom of the 
seventh inning, Dobie’s 
Mykayla Gutierrez dou-
bled home runner Jasmine 
Benitez to get her team 
within 5-4, and Elizalde 
then tied the game with 
an RBI double that plated 
Dominique Sanchez.
 Whaley had a chance to 
win the game in walk-off 
style, but was retired on a 
foul pop.
 In the top of the eighth, 
Deer Park scored five runs 
on six hits to lock away 
the win. The two teams 
combined for 28 hits in 
the game. Alana Ortega 
had two hits for Dobie and 
also pitched 6 2/3 innings 
in relief. 


