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Pct. 2 unit seizes millions in drugs, property

 In its fi rst full year on the job, the Special Opera-
tions Unit from Harris County Precinct 2 Constable 
Chris Diaz’s offi ce closed out the calendar with a 
bang, taking millions of dollars worth of narcotics 
off the street and seizing hundreds of thousands in 
assets.
 While the unit has been in operation for approx-
imately 1.5 years, it did not begin to keep complete 
records until June 2018. At the Leader’s request, 
the department has released all available reports 
from June 1, 2018, through Dec. 1, 2018, detailing 
the group’s successes.
 The elite unit is composed of three full-time 
deputies and one part-time deputy. In addition to 
battling narcotics, the group also tackles other vic-
es, such as gambling and prostitution. The unit’s 

mission often involves undercover work.
 During those six months, deputies made 67 ar-
rests on 73 charges, including 62 felony charges. In 
all, 173 cases were investigated throughout the pre-
cinct.
 Deputies confi scated 8,764 grams of hydro-
ponic marijuana, with an estimated street value of 
$219,110; 7,569 grams of other marijuana, worth 
an estimated $75,690; 486 grams of THC, worth 
an estimated $48,600; 38.5grams of crack cocaine, 
worth an estimated $3,080; 12,976 grams of pow-
der cocaine, worth an estimated $1,297,600; 29,374 
grams of heroin, worth an estimated $3,524,880; 
99,582 grams of methamphetamine, worth an es-
timated $5,974,920; 1,509 grams of codeine/ pro-
methazine, worth an estimated $4,527;  40.6 grams 

of ecstasy, worth an estimated $1,867; 19,399.5 
grams of synthetic marijuana, worth an estimated 
$387,990; and 47 pills of Xanax, worth an estimat-
ed $470.
 In addition to contraband, deputies seized one 
house, located in Ashley Pointe, worth an estimat-
ed $375,000, and fi ve vehicles, worth an estimat-
ed $70,600. Deputies also seized $919,149 in U.S. 
currency. A total of 23 fi rearms were also confi scat-
ed.
 If the estimated value of the narcotics is com-
bined with the appraised value of the seized assets, 
the Special Operations Unit made a $12,827,793 
impact on the South Belt community.
 According to Precinct 2 Lt. Mike Kritzler, the 
unit’s impressive statistics are among the highest in 
the Greater Houston area and are on par with di-
visions in the Houston Police Department and the 

Harris County Sheriff’s Offi ce.
 During the course of their work, deputies from 
the Special Operations Unit have forged strong 
bonds with the Drug Enforcement Agency and the 
Galveston County Sheriff’s Offi ce.
 Kritzler said the department kept one of the 
seized vehicles for offi cial police work and may 
keep two others. The remainder of vehicles, as well 
as the seized home, will be auctioned off, and the 
funds will be used by the department for future 
needs.
 The Precinct 2 Special Operations Unit has been 
temporarily disbanded, as Diaz told the Leader it 
was necessary to pull offi cers from the group to pa-
trol the precinct over the holiday season when there 
is a higher number of crimes reported. 
 Diaz said he intends to reunite the unit later in 
January when reported crimes subside.

Leader remembers highlights of 2018
 Another year has passed, and the Leader staff 
would like to refl ect on the more signifi cant stories 
of 2018. Due to space limitations, the year in re-
view will be continued in the Jan. 10 edition. Sec-
tion B includes the sports year in review.

Jan. 11
 The new Dobie ninth-grade center offi cially 
opened for class Tuesday, Jan. 9. Located at the 
southeast corner of Fuqua and Monroe, the facility 
was approved by voters in November 2014 as part 
of a $175 million bond package. The new campus 
was needed to alleviate overcrowding at the main 
campus, as Dobie has long been at its maximum 
capacity. The facility holds approximately 1,000 
students, all of whom have the same academic and 

extracurricular opportunities as students on the 
main campus.
 Work began on the long-awaited city project 
to make drainage and pavement improvements in 
the Sagemont subdivision. Originally scheduled to 
begin in 2012, the endeavor involved making im-
provements on selected streets determined to be 
in the most need of repair. Improvements includ-
ed drainage systems, necessary concrete paving, 
curbs, sidewalks, driveways and underground utili-
ties. In all, eight area streets were to be addressed.

Jan. 18
 The South Belt community was struck by a hard 
freeze Tuesday, Jan. 16, through Wednesday, Jan. 
17, closing several area schools, businesses and 

streets. Unlike the freeze the previous month, this 
incident brought sleet and icy conditions rather 
than snowfall. Temperatures dropped into the low 
20s, bringing much of the area to a standstill. Po-
lice responded to more than 500 automobile ac-
cidents, with one on the Gulf Freeway near Dixie 
Farm Road being fatal. In that incident, a man was 
killed as he attempted to make repairs to his vehicle 
and was struck by another driver.
 The Pasadena Independent School District named 
its 2018 Athletic Hall of Fame inductees. Honorees 
included Alisha Broussard (Howard), Dobie track 
(Class of 1996); Allen Brown (deceased), Pasa-
dena track coach; Nikki Cockrell, Rayburn soft-
ball (Class of 1994); Bobby Crenshaw (deceased), 
Pasadena football (Class of 1959); LaToya Davis, 
South Houston basketball (Class of 2002); Bruce 
Dowdy, Pasadena football (Class of 1967); Harry 
Morgan, South Houston football coach; Johnny 
Parker, Rayburn football and basketball (Class of 
1968); and Calvin Powitzky Jr., Pasadena football 
(Class of 1964). The inductees were recognized at 
a gala on April 14 at Phillips Field House.

Jan. 25
 An elderly man was fatally shot in the parking 
lot of H-E-B in the 9800 block of Blackhawk at 
Beltway 8 the afternoon of Saturday, Jan. 20. Ac-
cording to police, the incident took place around 
1:05 p.m. The victim, That Huu Le, 75, had report-
edly been followed by two male suspects to the 
store from a nearby Wells Fargo Bank, where he 
had made a cash withdrawal. As Le was exiting, his 
vehicle, one of the suspects approached him, and 
an altercation ensued. During the dispute, the sus-
pect fi red multiple shots at Le. The suspects then 
fl ed the scene in a vehicle later recovered by inves-
tigators. Le was transported to Clear Lake Regional 
Hospital, where he was pronounced dead. The cash 
withdrawal was reportedly still in Le’s pocket when 
he was discovered. He left behind a wife of more 
than 50 years, fi ve children and fi ve grandchildren.

Feb. 1
 Dobie High School’s Academic Decathlon 
team advanced to the state competition following 
a strong performance at the regional tournament. 
Team members included Sarah Tyler, Madison 
Tobias, Jennifer Nguyen, Noelle Phan (captain), 
Fredy Orellana, Bob Daughtery, Ramon Hernan-
dez, Vicente Trevino, Kennedy Ho and Hoang Le.
 Investigators from the Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable’s offi ce have fi led felony theft charges 
on two suspects in connection to a lengthy string 
of wheel thefts in the South Belt area. According 

to Precinct 2 offi cials, there had been at least 30 re-
ported cases in the South Belt area in the previous 
14 months. It was estimated that at least $50,000 
worth of rims and tires have been stolen from this 
area alone. The crooks also targeted the surround-
ing areas of Houston, Pearland, Pasadena, La Porte 
and Deer Park, as well as other areas outside of 
Harris County. Most of the wheels were stolen 
from Chevy or GMC trucks that were 2014 models 
or newer. The thefts usually took place in the early 
morning hours between 2 and 5 a.m. Multiple other 
law enforcement agencies assisted in the investiga-
tion, including the Texas Rangers.

Feb. 8
 Jarrett Scales-LeGare of the Riverstone Ranch 
subdivision was fatally shot on Friday, Feb. 2, out-
side of the Clear Creek Landing apartments, locat-
ed at Beamer at Hall Road. Scales-LeGare was re-
portedly sitting inside his car in the parking lot at 
the time of the shooting. Investigators believe rob-
bery was the motive. No immediate arrests were 
made.
 A South Belt woman was killed in an automo-
bile accident Thursday, Feb. 1, in the 8000 block 
of Beltway 8 near Telephone Road. Chelcie Vic-
toria Cloud, 25, of the Highland Meadow subdivi-
sion was pronounced dead at the scene. According 
to police, Cloud was rear-ended as she sat parked at 
the toll booth. No charges were immediately fi led.

Feb. 15
 A man was shot in the leg Wednesday, Feb. 7, 
during an argument at a convenience store in the 
9200 block of Clearwood. The victim was trans-
ported to the hospital with a non-life-threatening 
injury. No immediate arrests were made.
 The Dobie Lariaettes and Lasso drill teams ex-
celled at a regional competition in New Caney, tak-
ing home multiple awards.

Feb. 22
 Thompson Intermediate reopened for class on 
Tuesday, Feb. 20, following an approximate fi ve-
month closure after suffering extensive damage 
during Hurricane Harvey. The campus’s roof alone 
suffered more than $1 million in damage during 
the historic storm. The school’s gym, library and 
orchestra room were also all severely damaged. 
During the interim, Thompson students were tem-
porarily housed with their ongoing rivals at Beverly 
Hills Intermediate.
 A man was fatally shot Sunday, Feb. 18, in the 
parking lot of Walmart in the 9500 block of Rowl-
ett near Almeda Genoa and the Gulf Freeway.
 Continued on Page 4A

Holiday closings set 
South Belt-Ellington Leader

 The Leader will be on a holiday schedule 
through Monday, Jan. 7. The last issue of 2018 
will be on Thursday, Dec. 27, and the first 
issue of 2019 will be on Thursday, Jan. 10. 
There will be no Jan. 3 edition. Items for pub-
lication may be sent to mynews@southbelt
leader.com. Emergencies may be directed to 
Marie Flickinger at 281-948-2714.

Clear Brook City MUD
 The Clear Brook City Municipal Utility Dis-
trict offi ces will be closed Tuesday, Jan. 1, for 
New Year’s Day. They will reopen on Wednes-
day, Jan. 2, at 8 a.m. To avoid late fees, pay-
ments may be left in the drop box located on the 
drive-thru side of the building.
 Residents living in Clear Brook City MUD 
who receive trash service on Tuesday will 
not have regular trash service pickup on New 
Year’s Day, Tuesday, Jan. 1. Regular services 
will resume on Friday, Jan. 4. Residents who 
receive trash service on Mondays and Thurs-
days will have regular services on Monday, 
Dec. 31, and Thursday, Jan. 3. All trash must 
be at curbside no later than 7 a.m. on the day 
of pickup.

Beltway closures planned
 The eastbound and westbound U-turn lanes at 
Beltway 8 and Beamer will be closed continu-
ously until further notice.
 The northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Genoa Red Bluff will 
be closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through 
Friday, Jan. 11.
 At least one inside lane of the northbound 
Beltway 8 frontage road at SH 3/Old Galves-
ton Road will be closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. through Sunday, Jan. 13.
 The northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Crenshaw will be 
closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Fri-
day, Jan. 11.
 The northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Preston will be closed 
daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Friday, 
Jan. 11.
 The northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Fairmont Parkway will 
be closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through 
Friday, Jan. 11.
 The northbound U-turn lanes at Beltway 8 
and Vista will be closed continuously through 
5 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 1.
 The closures are associated with the ongo-
ing project to widen Beltway 8 from two to 
four lanes in each direction.

I-45 closures planned
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway from NASA Bypass/NASA 
Road 1 to SH 96/League City Parkway will be 
closed daily from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Monday, Dec. 
31. Alternate entrance and exit ramps will be 
closed.
 There will be a total closure of the north-
bound frontage road of the Gulf Freeway from 
NASA Road 1 to FM 518 through 5 a.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 31.
 The northbound exit ramp on the Gulf Free-
way between SH 96/League City Parkway and 
FM 518 will be closed continuously through 9 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 31. Drivers traveling north 
on the main lanes will continue to NASA Road 
1, exit, then U-turn and come back to FM 518.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Beverly Hills meets Jan. 31
 The Beverly Hills Civic Club meeting 
scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 27  has been 
canceled. The next meeting will be Thursday, 
Jan. 31, at the clubhouse from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m.

Ellington e-recycling set
 The City of Houston Solid Waste Manage-
ment Department’s monthly electronic recy-
cling event will take place Saturday, Jan. 12, 
at the Neighborhood Recycling Center at El-
lington Airport from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.
 Recycling electronics keeps potential-
ly harmful materials, such as mercury, cad-
mium, lead and cathode ray tubes out of the 
waste stream and the environment. Items ac-
cepted are PCs, servers, keyboards, mice, lap-
tops, game consoles, monitors, small kitchen 
appliances, memory chips, hubs and routers, 
printers, copiers, scanners, fax machines, 
projectors, rechargeable batteries, cable box-
es, car batteries, telephones, cell phones, 
PDAs, tape drives, hard drives, cords, cables, 
cameras and more.
 The collection events take place the second 
Saturday of each month. For additional infor-
mation, visit www.houstonsolidwaste.org or 
call 3-1-1.

Voice of Community-Minded People since 1976

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!Happy New Year!Happy New Year!

In the last six months, deputies from the Special Operations Unit of Harris County Precinct 
2 Constable Chris Diaz’s offi ce have battled vice-related crimes such as narcotics, gambling 
and prostitution, netting 173 arrests, confi scating millions of dollars of contraband and seiz-
ing hundreds of thousands of dollars in property. Cash, drugs and weapons from a seizure 
this past June in the Riverstone Ranch subdivision are shown above.  Submitted photo

At 7:29 Christmas morning, a fi re call went out to the Houston Fire Department at a home 
in the 10300 block of Sagerock. Patricia Arp, 83, a long time South Belt resident died as a 
result of the blaze. She was pronounced dead at Memorial Hermann Southeast. The cause 
of the fi re is still under investigation. It is believed to have started in the kitchen. Time of 
services for Arp were not known at press time, but Niday Funeral Home will be handling 
arrangements. It is believed the services will be at St. Luke’s Catholic Church. More details 
will be provided in the Leader’s next issue on Jan. 10. Photo by Marie Flickinger

Sagemont house fire ends in death

Abbott praises Harvey heroes

Much of 2018 was spent still recovering from the devastation of Hurricane Harvey the pre-
vious year. In July, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (left) joined the South Belt-Ellington Chamber 
of Commerce at the group’s 34th annual banquet to honor local heroes from the historic 
storm. Abbott is pictured above showing those in attendance a photograph on the back 
cover of the event’s program that he felt embodied the heroic efforts being recognized that 
evening. Abbott described the photo, which showed Dobie student Reena Benitez wading 
through waist-high fl oodwater to volunteer at the Dobie shelter, as “what the future of Texas 
looks like.” Pictured with Abbott is the Rev. Emory Gadd.  Photo by Bruce Summers
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Ideas to help contain 
Texas’ property taxes
 Property taxes are crushing small 
businesses, middle-class families, and 
elderly Texans.
 In 2016, property taxes levied state-
wide grew to $56.1 billion. That’s a bur-
den so large that the taxman effectively 
took $2,000 from every man, woman, 
and child in the Lone Star State or $8,000 
from a family of four.
 Tax bills aren’t just gigantic though. 
They’re also growing fast. 
 In 2011, property taxes foisted onto 
Texas taxpayers totaled a more modest 
$40.5 billion. That means that from 2011 
to 2016, the overall tax burden grew by 
$15.6 billion or by roughly 40 percent. 
That’s quite an increase, especially com-
pared to population growth and infl ation. 
 Texas’ population numbered 25.6 mil-
lion in 2011. By 2016, that fi gure had 
grown to 27.9 million, equating to a fi ve-
year increase of 8.8 percent. Over the 
same period, infl ation rose mildly by 
6.7 percent. Combined, population and 
infl ation climbed by a little less than 16 
percent, well under than actual tax levy 
growth.
 When property taxes grow faster than 
they should—i.e. population and infl a-
tion—bad things tend to happen. Small 
businesses have more trouble making 
payroll. Middle-class families have less 
money to save and invest. And elderly 
Texans, many of whom are on a fi xed in-
come, risk being taxed out of their homes.
 Obviously, no one wants to see these 
things happen, so the question is: how do 
we fi x Texas’ broken property tax system? 
 The best and most obvious solution is 
to get rid of it. There are several credi-
ble plans fl oating out there right now that 
could push Texas toward elimination of 
some or all of our property taxes. Short 
of that, however, there are intermedi-
ate solutions that could help contain the 
problem—such as creating a property 
tax trigger. 
 A trigger would require local offi cials 
to get voter approval before raising taxes 
too much in any one year. In more techni-

cal terms, it would reduce the rollback tax 
rate, preferably set at 2.5 percent or less, 
and trigger an automatic election if a city, 
county, or school district offi cials wanted 
more. 
 Changing the system like this offers 
several advantages. 
 First, it would streamline the process. 
Currently, if a taxing entity exceeds the 
rollback rate, citizens must collect signa-
tures to petition a rollback referendum. 
This proposal would make a rollback 
election automatic, thus putting the onus 
where it belongs—on local offi cials. 
 Second, it would force local offi cials to 
be better stewards of scarce resources 
or risk going before voters. Third, it would 
empower individuals and give voters 
more control over the direction of their 
community. 
 Another way to help contain Texas’ 
property tax problem is to illuminate the 
cost of debt. 
 When a voter casts a ballot today, he 
or she is provided with only two pieces 
of information for any given bond prop-
osition: a short paragraph of legalese 
vaguely describing the projects, and the 
principal amount to be borrowed. That’s 
not enough information for anyone to 
make an informed decision. 
 Voters need more facts in front of them 
before deciding on new debt—especially 
when it comes to cost. 
 At a minimum, every bond proposition 
should tell voters how the average home-
owner’s tax bill will increase if it passes. 
It’s critical that a voter know this detail 
and that the general public better under-
stand the connection between new debt 
and new taxes. 
 Creating a property tax trigger and 
arming voters with relevant informa-
tion are two ideas that could have a big, 
positive impact on the local government 
landscape. Both ideas would make the 
property tax system more transparent 
and also put more power in the hands of 
individual decision-makers.
 That is, assuming lawmakers don’t get 
rid of it entirely and replace it with some-
thing better instead.
 James Quintero
 Courtney Joyner

DeathElected offi cials share their wordsIn My Opinion

Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library

 The following events are scheduled for the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 Kingspoint:
 Monday, Jan. 7, 3 p.m. Study lab
 Wednesday, Jan. 9, 10:30 a.m. Para los niños
 Wednesday, Jan. 9. Computer courses: 2 p.m. Computer Basics; 3:15 p.m. Internet Basics; 
4:30 p.m. Basic PowerPoint
 Citizenship classes will resume Thursday, Jan. 10 (by appointment only); Not Your Ma-
ma’s Book Club will resume Thursday, Jan. 17.
 Call the library at 832-393-2580 for more information.
 Bracewell Library, located at 9002 Kingspoint, will be closed New Year’s Eve and New 
Year’s Day, Monday, Dec. 31, and Tuesday, Jan. 1, for the holiday. Hours for Bracewell this 
week are: Thursday, noon – 8 p.m.; Friday, 1 – 5 p.m.; Saturday, 1 – 5 p.m.; Sunday, Monday 
and Tuesday, Dec. 30 – Jan. 1, closed. Regular hours resume Wednesday, Jan. 2 and are as 
follows: Thursday, noon – 8 p.m.; Friday, 1 – 5 p.m.; Saturday, 1 – 5 p.m.; Sunday, closed; and 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Parker Williams Library
 All Harris County Public Libraries are closed Monday, Dec. 31, at 5 p.m. through Tuesday, 
Jan. 1, for New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day.
 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale 
Blvd.:
 Friday, Jan. 4, 4 – 6 p.m. Gaming: Fortnite Tournament, for ages 8 and older. Meet at the 
library computer lab for a 2V2 playground match versus players. There will be times rotations 
based on the number of players. Players with a USB Xbox One or PS4 controller can bring it 
and hook into the library computer if it has the USB cord attached or USB wireless charging 
cord.
 Monday, Jan. 7, 2 – 4 p.m. Genealogy group: The Parker Williams Genealogy Group is an 
informal group that meets the fi rst and third Monday to discuss family history research (be-
ginner to advanced). Meetings are free and open to anyone interested in tracing family history.
 Monday, Jan. 7, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Magic: The Gathering Gameplay, a dueling card game from 
Wizards of the Coast, for ages 8 and older. For those wanting to learn, a staff member will be 
present for instruction. A special thank you is given to Strike Zone for the generous donation 
of Magic: The Gathering cards. For information, visit http://www.hcpl.net/sites/default/fi les/
Feb - MTG-1.jpg.
 Below are the programs that occur every week, unless the library is closed:
 Tuesday, Babytime lapsit, 10:30 a.m. For babies 0 to 18 months, featuring a mother-baby 
lapsit time with fi ngerplays, songs and playtime.
 Wednesday, Preschool storytime, 10:30 a.m. For children, ages 3 to 5 years, features sto-
ries, songs, fi ngerplays and a craft.
 Wednesday, 2 – 3 p.m.: Basic computer classes (Vietnamese). Learn mouse, keyboarding, 
basic internet skills and more at this weekly class in Vietnamese. Registration is requested.
 Thursday, Toddler storytime, 10:30 a.m. For toddlers from birth to 3 years, storytime fea-
tures stories, songs, fi ngerplays and bubbles.
 Saturday, Vietnamese learning time. Classes begin at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 1:30 p.m. 
and 3 p.m. For more information on these programs, speak with Loc Bui.
 For more information on events, call the library at 281-484-2036.
 Library hours are: Thursday, Dec. 27, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, Dec. 28, 1 – 6 p.m.; Satur-
day, Dec. 29, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 30, closed;  Monday, Dec. 31 (New Year’s Eve), 
closed; Tuesday, Jan. 1 (New Year’s Day), closed. Regular library hours resume Wednesday, 
Jan. 2, 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1 – 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m.; Sunday, closed; Monday, 1 – 9 p.m.; and Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

 Fifth-grade students from 
Fred Roberts Middle School 
have written New Year’s reso-
lution letters for 2019.
 For my New Year's reso-
lution, I resolve to get better 
at math by studying my notes 
from class at home.
 Roddin Rodriguez
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to get better at 
writing by writing a paragraph 
once or twice a week. 
 Jorge Flores
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve my 
drawing by practicing painting 
every other day.
 Daniela Leal
 For my New Year's Res-
olution, I resolve to improve 
my art by drawing 5 days per 
week.  Madison Washington
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve my 
math by doing more math and 
going to tutoring. 
 Armani Lemos
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to get better in 
reading by reading every day, 
books that are hard, for 30 
minutes or more.  
 Natalie Palmares
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to get better at 
basketball by practicing drills 
like dribbling, jump shots, and 
passing. Marissa Deleon
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to advance my 
art skills by using oil and wa-
tercolor to make the art look 
pretty. Diana Nguyen
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to keep my room 
neat by organizing it, cleaning 
the windows, and dusting.
 Samus Schmidt
 For my New Year's reso-
lution, I resolve to gt better at 
playing volleyball by practic-
ing volleyball drills every day.
 Abagail Shirley
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to divide by 2 
numbers better by practicing 
dividing for 2 days a week. 
 Yzaiah Yzaguirre
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to get better at 
basketball by working on my 
game for 2 hours every day of 
the week.   Aniya Brannon
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve my 
drawing skills by practicing 
creating the hair, face, and de-
tails 3 days a week. 
 Zechariah Adams
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve my 
math skills by practicing mul-
tiplication every night for at 

least 20 minutes.  Luis Rocha
 For my New Year's reso-
lution, I resolve to get better 
at my school work by studing 
skills and working before the 
day. Khan Phan
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve my 
multiplication skills by prac-
tice the times tables for at least 
20 minutes a day. 
 Arianna Castro
 For my New Year's reso-
lution, I resolve to increase 
my reading and math grades 
by reading 240 minutes every 
day and  solve my mom's math 
word problems at home.
 Ja'Maree Lewis
 For my New Year's reso-
lution, I resolve to get better 
reading and math grades by 
practicing/ doing my math and 
reading homework at home. 
I will read for 30 minutes ev-
ery day and  solve math word 
problems at home.
 Joan Vasquez
 For my New Year's reso-
lution, I resolve to read more 
often by check out more book 
from the library and spend  30 
minutes reading.
 Troy Bennatte
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to read for 30 
minutes everyday. 
 Greco Olvera
 For my New Year's reso-
lution, I resolve to get better 
at spelling by practicing the 
spelling words every day for  
30 minutes. I resolve to also 
save up money to help the ones 
in need. With this money, I will 
give the money to the street 
beggars. Summer Rivera
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve my 
science grades by attending 
Science tutorials in the morn-
ings. Damian Garza
 For New Year's resolution,  
I want to do better in math by 
 Jerry Garcia
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve my 
science grades by attending 
Science tutorials in the morn-
ings Ruy Garcia
 For my New Year's resoltu-
ion, I resolve to improve my 
behavior in class by listening 
to the teacher and paying at-
tention class.
 Russell Garcia
 For my New Year's reso-
lution, I resolve to be the best 
chello player by practicing 30 
minutes every day.
 Edgar Lopez
 I resolve to be at a 7th grade 
celloist level by taking my in-
strument home every day and 

practicing.
 Rebecca Ramirez
 I resolve to read "The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe" 
by reading at least 20 pages 
each night. Victory Nwosu
 I resolve to have presents 
for my family by raising mon-
ey. Jefry Ordonez
 I resolve to read more 
books by reading 30 minutes a 
day. Pablo Garcia
 I resolve to be a better foot-
ball player by trying my best 
and practicing more.
 Dario Rodriguez
 I resolve to stay out of trou-
ble in school by listening more.
 Riley Simons
 I resolve to learn fi ve new 
songs on the guitar by practic-
ing every day. Henry Nunez
 I resolve to be a good clar-
inetist by practicing two hours 
a day. Andrick Acevedo
 I resolve to read more by 
reading 20 minutes each night.
 Maria Perez
 I resolve to be a better artist 
by practicing every day.
 Esiah Dunez
 I resolve to be a better soft-
ball player by practicing every 
night. Vanessa De La Fuente
 I resolve to lead my foot-
ball team to the Super Bowl 
by practicing for one hour and 
thirty minutes, and learning 
new plays. Freddie Romero
 I resolve to be a better trum-
pet player by practicing 20 
minutes a night.
 Nelson Rivera
 I resolve to improve my 
reading sills by reading more 
than I am expected to.
 Pedro Gutierrez
 I resolve to be a better vio-
lin player by practicing every 
day after school for one hour.
 Alice Villa
 I resolve to get better at 
math by studying more.
 Jesse Trujillo
 I resolve to get better at vol-
leyball by practicing when I 
have free time this year.
 Ashley Cantarero
 I resolve to pass all my 
STAAR test by studying more.
 Daniel Flores
 I resolve to be a good per-
cussionist  by working hard 
and practicing.
 Jefferson Rivas
 I resolve to improve my 
mathematics skills by practic-
ing for 1 hour.
 Rosalynn Nguyen
 I resolve to lose weight by 
eating healthy.
 Manuel Arredondo
 I resolve to be with my
 Continued on Page 4A

Fred Roberts students write 
New Year resolutions for 2019

Israeli folk dancing continues
 By popular demand, Israeli folk dancing will continue through the cold winter months. 
The dances are held at Congregation Shaar Hashalom on Mondays, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
January dance dates are 7, 14, 21 and 28. February dates are 4, 11, 18 and 25. The cost is $4 
per session or $35 for 10 sessions for CSH members and $5 per session or $45 for 10 sessions 
for nonmember to cover expenses. Everyone is welcome to join the group – even if one has 
not previously attended. Dancing is an excellent way to have fun while exercising. Congrega-
tion Shaar Hashalom is located at 16020 El Camino Real and is the conservative synagogue 
in the Bay Area. The entire community is invited to attend. For more information, contact the 
synagogue offi ce at 281-488-5861 or at csh@shaarhashalom.org.

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston, Texas               281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

HCMG announce upcoming events
 The Harris County Master Gardeners has announced its upcoming events for January 
and February.
 The Harris County Master Gardeners Lecture Series session will be held Tuesday, Jan. 
8, from 10 to 11:30 am., at Genoa Friendship Gardens Educational Center Building, 1202 
Genoa Red Bluff Road in Pasadena. Plants will be for sale in the greenhouse. 
 The Harris County Master Gardeners Green Thumb Series, Preparing Garden Beds 
and Lawns will be held Thursday, Jan. 17, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Freeman Branch 
Library, 16616 Diana Lane.

Cornyn discusses recent changes
 On the fl oor, U.S. Sen. 
John Cornyn discussed the re-
cent changes made to the First 
Step Act and the resulting en-
dorsements from key law en-
forcement groups. Excerpts of 
Cornyn’s fl oor remarks are be-
low, and video can be viewed 
at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=rsn3cclR510&fea
ture=youtu.be. Cornyn stated:
 “This legislation is based 
on prison reform but has 
taken on some additional at-
tributes relative to how we 
sentence and how judges 
sentence people convicted of 
various crimes.
 “In Texas, in 2007 or 
thereabouts, we had some 
far-sighted, visionary leaders 
actually who decided instead 
of just being tough on crime, 
which Texas has always had a 
reputation for, we needed to 
be smart on crime, too.
 “When I say we saw both 
a reduction in the incarcera-
tion and crime rates, let me 
give you a couple of num-
bers. From 2005 to 2016, the 
Texas FBI index crime plum-
meted by more than 34 per-
cent. In the same period, the 
incarceration rate dropped 23 
percent. That's pretty shock-
ing and surprising numbers. 
The crime rate went down 
34 percent. The incarcera-
tion rate dropped 23 percent. 
You would think the opposite 
would be true, that with in-
carceration rates going down, 
the crime rate would go up, 
but because of these vision-
ary programs and these re-
forms, they simply worked 
in tandem to reduce the in-

carceration rate and improve 
public safety at the same 
time.
 “These reforms and these 
outcomes are real, and I've 
been working with my col-
leagues in the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee since 2013 
to try to bring these reforms 
now to the national level. And 
the First Step Act is our op-
portunity to do just that this 
week in the Senate.
 “The current bill has un-
dergone some major im-
provements over the last few 
weeks which I'm very proud 
of. The previous version of 
the legislation had a number 
of very positive attributes.
 “In fact, more than 
three-quarters of the bill 
was based on the CORREC-
TIONS Act that Sen. White-
house and I introduced in 
2014, which is the prison re-
form component of the leg-
islation. But the remainder 
of the sentencing elements 
in the bill were more contro-
versial, and many of my con-
cerns were shared by mem-
bers of the law enforcement 
community. As I was gauging 
where members stood on the 
bill, it was clear that many 
could not support the old ver-
sion of the bill and needed the 
primary sponsors of the bill, 
who I mentioned a moment 
ago, to work with them to try 
to make it more acceptable to 
law enforcement.
 “We've all learned how to 
get things done here in the 
Senate… to listen and to work 
together to fi nd solutions, and 
that's exactly what we did. We 

spent a lot of time talking to, 
as I said, national law enforce-
ment organizations, and those 
in Texas. I know we all value 
the input of our sheriffs and 
our police chief and our oth-
er law enforcement profes-
sionals, and we tried to work 
with them to try to fi gure out 
how can we make this bill 
stronger. I listened to feed-
back from our nation's police 
offi cers and sheriffs, and we 
all got to work. We had meet-
ings, we negotiated, we com-
promised with colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle as well 
as friends across the Capitol in 
the House.
 “We also worked with the 
White House, who we’ve all 
stayed in constant contact 
with on this issue since the 
Trump Administration took 
offi ce nearly two years ago.”
 “So this bill is the prod-
uct of those negotiations and 
those changes, and I'm not the 
only one that’s happy with 
the result. Since the improve-
ments have been made, the 
bill has been endorsed by a 
number of important groups, 
including the National Asso-
ciation of Counties, the Tex-
as Municipal Police Associ-
ation, the Fraternal Order of 
Police, and the Council of 
State Governments. So I ap-
preciate the dedication and 
hard work of our colleagues 
who have worked on this to 
get the bill where it is today.
 “I'm confi dent that the 
Senate will pass this bill, and 
we can soon send it to the 
president's desk for his signa-
ture.”

Paul receives associate degree
 San Jacinto College Chan-
cellor, Dr. Brenda Hellyer, 
presented Texas State Rep. 
Dennis Paul with his Associ-
ate of Arts in general studies.
 Paul, who attended San 
Jacinto College before trans-
ferring to the University of 
Houston, was presented the 
diploma during the San Ja-
cinto College Foundation 
holiday party on Wednesday, 
Dec. 12. 
 “Rep. Paul is a great friend 
to San Jacinto College, and a 
champion for higher educa-

tion,” said Hellyer. “When 
we learned that he had not 
ever received his diploma 
and degree from San Jacinto 
College, we wanted to make 
sure that he had it to proudly 
display in his offi ce in Austin. 
We are grateful to Rep. Paul 
for his continued support 
of our students, faculty and 
staff. I was happy to present 
the diploma on behalf of the 
San Jacinto College Board of 
Trustees.”
 Paul is a lifelong resident 
of the Southeast Houston 

area, and is a small business 
owner. He is in his second 
term in the Texas Legislature, 
having been fi rst elected in 
2014. After attending San Ja-
cinto College, Paul received 
his Bachelor and Master of 
Science in engineering from 
the University of Houston 
and established his own small 
business in 2002.
 Paul is active in the com-
munity, and is an advocate 
for education, job growth and 
economic prosperity across 
the state. 

DCO launches new service
 Harris County District 
Clerk Chris Daniel announced 
the newest innovation at the 
District Clerk’s Offi ce with the 
launch of eIssuance for service 
documents on Dec. 18.
 The new feature allows fi l-
ers to electronically pick up 
service papers, thus saving 
them a trip downtown to phys-
ically pick up documents. The 
process begins when a fi ler in a 
civil or family court case fi les 
an eFile service request. Once 
accepted, the District Clerk’s 
Offi ce clerk creates the service 
documents and selects either 
hard copy or electronic issu-
ance of documents.

 In the case of eIssuance, 
electronic pickup is selected 
and documents are generated 
electronically within the DCO 
system. An e-mail is then gen-
erated to the fi ler’s e-mail ad-
dress that was used to eFile 
the documents informing the 
fi ler that the documents are 
available for electronic pick-
up. The fi ler then retrieves the 
documents by logging into the 
system and accesses the doc-
uments under the “eIssuance” 
tab of the fi ler’s “My Filings” 
page.
 “I am extremely proud of 
the work my talented staff 
has done on behalf of tax-

payers and ‘customers’ of the 
District Clerk’s Offi ce,” said 
Chris Daniel, Harris County 
district clerk. “Throughout 
my eight years as your Harris 
County District Clerk, I have 
devoted my efforts to trans-
forming service at the District 
Clerk’s Offi ce by implement-
ing technology and innovative 
solutions to challenges facing 
our constituents. This service 
is another in a long line of in-
novations and I could not be 
more pleased to launch this 
time- and money-saving fea-
ture as my service to the cit-
izens of Harris County comes 
to an end.”

Coleman fi les House Bill 565, 
protects Texans’ health care
 On Dec. 18, Rep. Garnet 
Coleman released the follow-
ing statement:
 “Today I fi led House Bill 
565 to ensure that all Texans 
have access to affordable, 
quality health care by expand-
ing Medicaid and codifying 
the Affordable Care Act pro-
tections in Texas law. I have 
authored similar bills in the 
previous three sessions. We 
should have passed this back 
in 2013, but regrettably the 

need is even greater now be-
cause Attorney General Ken 
Paxton has recklessly endan-
gered ACA protections like 
coverage for pre-existing con-
ditions, no lifetime limits, and 
having your children on your 
health insurance plan until age 
26 by venue shopping an an-
ti-ACA lawsuit to get it heard 
by an activist judge. 
 “I am encouraged by 
Governor Abbott’s com-
ments yesterday to the Dallas 

Morning News that, ‘Texas 
will strive to expand health 
care insurance coverage, re-
duce the cost of health care 
and ensure that Texans with 
pre-existing conditions are 
protected.’ However, I am not 
in favor of repeal and replace. 
 “I look forward to work-
ing with the Governor and 
my colleagues in the Texas 
Legislature to ensure all Tex-
ans have access to quality, af-
fordable health care.”

Boykins responds to court 
ruling on Proposition B
On Dec. 18, Harris County 
Judge Randy Wilson denied 
the request from the Hous-
ton Police Offi cer's Union 
to delay the implementation 
of Proposition B. This ruling 
comes days later after Coun-
cil Member Dwight Boykins' 
recommendation of a garbage 
fee to generate a new revenue 
source.
 As a member of the Fis-

cal and Budget Affairs Com-
mittee, Boykins is actively 
looking for ways to resolve 
the budget defi cit of imple-
menting this proposition 
while remaining true to his 
fi scal management responsi-
bilities. On Nov. 6, 2.3 mil-
lion Houstonians voted on 
Proposition B, with 292,000 
voting in favor in comparison 
to the remaining 201,000 vot-

ing against it. That's a 60 to 
40 percent margin in favor of 
pay parity.
 This vote requires that 
what is best for the residents 
of the city of Houston be 
done and suggestions need to 
be offered until a resolution is 
found. That resolution should 
not lead to a layoff of public 
safety and municipal work-
ers.

HPW to start sidewalk project
 Houston City Coun-
cil Member Dave Martin is 
pleased to announce Hous-
ton Public Works crews will 
be in the Freeway Manor area 
to make repairs to an existing 
sidewalk on the south side of 
Rodney Street and the east 
side of Shawnee Street.
 Construction is scheduled 
to begin on Thursday, Jan. 
3, 2019, and is expected to 
be completed by the end of 
March 2019, weather per-
mitting. The project will start 
at 2307 Rodney Street, and 
crews will work their way to-
ward 1022 Shawnee Street. 
 The project's scope of 

work includes removing the 
existing four-foot sidewalk 
and replacing it with a fi ve-
foot sidewalk, and install-
ing the safe sidewalk across 
driveways.
 Should any damage to pri-
vate property occur as a result 
of the project, contact the Dis-
trict E offi ce immediately for 
assistance with repair.
 Per the City of Houston 
contract, the city is responsible 
for leaving property in a con-
struction zone in better, if not 
the same, condition as it was 
before construction began.
 Crews will operate be-
tween the hours of 8 a.m. 

and 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. The sidewalk will be 
closed during construction. 
Door hangers with project 
and contact information will 
be placed at homes impacted 
by this project 14 days prior 
to construction.
 As a result of the con-
struction activities, be aware 
of fl aggers and orange traffi c 
cones that will be put in place 
on site to help with traffi c 
fl ow through the construction 
zone.
 For more informa-
tion, contact Martin's of-
fi ce at 832-393-3008 or dis
tricte@houstontx.gov.

Alma Marie 
Mazoch Berger

 Alma Marie Mazoch 
Berger, 94, of Houston, died 
in her sleep at home Wednes-
day, Dec. 19, 2018.
 Alma was born at home in 
Holman, Texas, on Monday, 
April 7, 1924, the daughter 
of the late Cyril Joseph (C.J.) 
and Anna (Vacek) Mazoch.
 Alma attended Weimar 
High School and graduated 
from La Grange High School. 
She married Frank Helmuth 
“Cactus” Berger and had 
two daughters, Anna Marie 
Brannen and Karen Sue Stra-
nahan. Alma’s father was a 
farmer, rancher, and owned 
a cotton gin in Holman. She 
worked at a cotton gin and 
at a bank in La Grange after 
high school. In Houston, she 
worked at Joske’s in Gulf-
gate Mall, MacGregor Park 
National Bank and Gener-
al Electric Company from 
which she retired.
 Alma was a charter mem-
ber of St. Augustine Catholic 
Church in Houston where she 
participated in activities for 
more than fi fty years. She 
worked on the dedication 
ceremony, at church bazaars 
and made cakes (probably 
over 1,000) for various occa-
sions. She and Evelyn Doug-
las formed a Campfi re Girls 
troop specifi cally for St. Au-
gustine girls.

 She was active in many 
organizations during her 
life including the Catholic 
Daughters of Weimar, Tex-
as; KJZT(Society of the As-
sumption of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary) of Holman; St. 
John Altar Guild of St. Au-
gustine Church; St. Augus-
tine Garden Club; Czech Cul-
tural Society of Houston; St. 
Augustine Lunch Bunch; and 
Weimar Heritage Museum.
 Alma was a loving daugh-
ter, wife, mother, grand-
mother and great-grand-
mother. She cherished her 
family and was happiest when 
she was with them. She loved 
to have fun and to dance. She 
played card games and dom-
inoes with her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, and 
she bet on sports games with 
them. She never failed to send 
birthday cards or to bring a 
dessert to family gatherings. 
She loved pretty fl owers, so 
she always had something 
blooming in her yard.
 Playing bridge was Al-
ma’s passion which she began 
when she moved to Houston. 
She continued playing with 
some of the same people for 
more than 50 years. She was a 
member of three bridge clubs, 
and she played whenever she 
could. She could remember 
hands she played for many 
months, and she could recount 
the hands where she and a 
partner made a grand slam.
 Alma was an impeccable 
dresser whose outfi ts were 
always stylish and perfectly 
matched. She was a gracious 
lady who will be missed by 
all who knew her.
 Alma was a big sports 
fan. When she was young, 
she watched “Cactus” play 
baseball and basketball. She 
also watched her grandchil-
dren participate in sports, 
dancing, gymnastics and pi-
ano. She even got to watch 
her great-grandchildren play 
soccer, baseball, basketball 
and hockey and participate 

in gymnastics and dancing. 
She loved the Astros, the Oil-
ers and the Texans. She and 
“Cactus” had season tickets 
to the Astros and Oilers for 
many years, and she con-
tinued to watch football and 
baseball on television. She 
always had a favorite Astros 
player. She went to the World 
Series game in 2005 when the 
Astros played the White Sox.
 She is survived by her 
daughters; son-in-law Louis 
Stranahan; grandchildren Jeff 
Brannen and his wife Jennifer, 
Amber Allan and her husband 
Chris, Rachel Williamses and 
her husband David, Ryan 
Stranahan and Robin Strana-
han. Alma is also survived by 
her great-grandchildren John 
Allan, Alexandria Allan, Jake 
Brannen, Troy Brannen, Cath-
erine Allan, and Christian Rat-
cliff; numerous nieces; and 
one nephew.
 She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her husband; 
four brothers Steven (infant) 
John, Jimmie and Jerome 
Mazoch; sisters Leona Wat-
zlavick and Agnes Struve; 
nephews Thomas Watzlavick 
and Chad Mazoch; son-in law 
Jerry Brannen; and grandson-
in-law Chris Ratcliff.
 There was the recitation of 
the rosary on Saturday, Dec. 
22, at St. Augustine Catholic 
Church, followed by the cele-
bration of the Mass offi ciated 
by the Rev. Wencil Pavlov-
sky. Burial was at St. Mi-
chael’s Catholic Cemetery.
 Pallbearers were Jeff Bran-
nen, Jake Brannen, John Al-
lan, Chris Allan, Louis Stra-
nahan, and David Williames.
 The family is appreciative 
to Debbie Waller for being a 
wonderful caregiver for six 
years, especially during the 
last days of Alma’s life.
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to St. Augus-
tine Catholic Church, 5438 
Laurel Creek Way, Houston, 
TX 77017, or call the church 
at 713-946-8968.

Public invited to meet, greet
 Everyone is welcome to meet those who serve the community in Precinct 2 Harris 
County on Jan. 4, from 9 to 10:30 a.m., at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. #500.
 Justice of the Peace Jo Ann Delgado will be hosting the event. 
 Delgado will welcome everyone to their offi ces to learn how papers are served, about 
evictions, protecting people’s rights, ways to protect a home, protective orders, vacation 
watch forms and more.
 To RSVP for the event, call Clint Wayne Brown at 409-771-4658.
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Members of local scout troops laid wreaths on Dec. 15 at 
Grand View Cemetery in Pasadena for Wreaths Across 
America. In total, 300 wreaths were placed over veter-
ans’ grave stones. Shown above are members of Boy 
Scouts troop 692, from left to right, Cancio Knox, Ben-
ney Rodriguez, Andre Le, Sebastian Tamayo and Evan 

Scouts lay wreaths at Grand View Cemetery

Ybarra. Shown below are  Boy Scouts troop 692 and 
Cub Scouts pack 692 members, left to right, (fi rst row) 
Manuel Castillo, Zaiden Herrera, Joseph Marrero, 
Kalel Elizondo, (second row) Robert Mendoza, Sebas-
tian Tamayo, Evan Ybarra, Benny Rodriguez, Cancio 
Knox Andre Le and Carlos Marrero.  Photos submitted

Frazier Elementary Owls showed once again this year 
what big hearts they have as they collected toys and money 
to help those less fortunate in the South Belt community 
have a merrier Christmas. More than $400 along with 125 

Frazier Elementary’s toy drive a success

toys were donated by Frazier students during the month of 
December. Shown standing in front of the toy display are 
second-graders, left to right, Emily Campos, Arra Munoz 
and Noah Perales. Photo by Susan Blue

Meador Elementary held its annual holiday toy drive to help families 
in the community with the assistance of Larry’s Gift Foundation and 
the Pasadena Independent School District Police Offi cer’s Associa-
tion. Shown above are, left to right, Larry Savala, Larry’s Gift Foun-
dation; Tara Merida, counselor; Amy Clowers, assistant principal; 

Meador Elementary holds annual toy drive

and Johanna James, secretary. Shown below are left to right, (fi rst 
row) Natalie Estrada, fi rst-grader; Lillian Blanco, fi rst-grader; Rob-
ert Vigil, fi rst-grader; (second row) Samuel Barajas, offi cer; Merida; 
and Manny Portillo, offi cer. Estrada, Blanco and Vigil helped sort the 
toys that were donated. Photos by Myriam Garcia

Donations were dropped off at the Leader offi ce on Dec. 
19, for the annual Christmas program. The toys and 
food will be donated to families in the South Belt area. 
Shown are, left to right, (fi rst row) Diane Wheeler, Mel-

Donations brought for Christmas program

illo principal; (second row) Michelle Rush, Melillo peer 
facilitator; Pct. 2 Lt. Mike Kritzler; (third row) Jenni-
fer Vann, Melillo peer facilitator; and Pct. 2 Sgt. Robert 
Sanchez. Photo submitted

Students and staff members at South Belt Elementary joined other area 
schools to participate in the South Belt Leader’s toy drive for needy chil-
dren. They collected new, unwrapped toys to help spread the season’s 
spirit. Shown are, left to right, (fi rst row) Damian Pereida; Mia Roppo-

South Belt Elementary collects toys for the Leader 

lo; Julian Gonzalez; Andres Lopez; Isaac De Luna; Christopher Torres; 
(second row) David Melchor, Marissa Martinez, Bella Starks, Lakitha 
Green, counselor; Langston Edwards; Elizabeth Lopez; Benson Ton; 
Caylee Martinez; and Edgar Duran. Photo by Sara Simmons
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Over The Back Fence by Alexis

BILL CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Best wishes are sent to Bill King, local busi-
nessman and  former mayor of Kemah, who 
celebrates a birthday Dec. 29, from friends and 
the Leader staff.

BIRTHDAY WISHES TO BETH
 Wishes for a great celebration on Jan. 3 are 
sent to Beth Williams from her family, friends 
and the  staff at the South Belt Leader.

BO CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Best wishes to Leader staffer Bo Bolen 
who celebrates a birthday Monday, Jan. 7, 
from friends and the staff at the South Belt 
Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel of the Pasadena 
Independent School District celebrate birth-
days Dec. 27 through Jan. 9.

Atkinson Elementary
 Sing a happy birthday song to Elizabeth 
Roehl Dec. 29.

Burnett Elementary
 Shannon Roberts celebrates a birthday  Dec. 
28. Sing a chorus of a birthday song to Jessica 
Leon Dec. 29. Vailala Gregory starts off the year 
right with a birthday on Jan. 1. Light the birthday 
candles Jan. 3 for Dalacie Henderson. Maria 
Nunez enjoys a birthday Jan. 4. Send a birthday 
greeting Jan. 6 to Carlota Ramirez. 

Bush Elementary
 Jessica Wedgeworth enjoys a birthday 
Dec. 30. The day for a party for Maria Hurtado 
is Jan. 5. A celebration is in order Jan. 9 for 
Vicki Sheppard.

Frazier Elementary
 Bonny Teflos marks a birthday Jan. 5. Light 
the birthday candles Jan. 8 for Christine 
Grazioli.

Genoa Elementary
 Send a happy birthday greeting Dec. 27 to 
Maria Duran. Join in the birthday fun Jan. 2 
with Claudia Alatorre. Nancy Torres marks 
a birthday Jan. 5. Celebrating a Jan. 5 birthday 
is Rosy Gonzalez.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends happy birthday wish-
es to friends who celebrate a birthday this 
week:
 Thursday, Dec. 27: Rhonda Valdez, Jen 
Mintz, Ricky Stacey, Julia Argo, Laurel 
Chicas, Arthur Medina, Donna Shaw-
McCullough and Stacey Donohue; Friday, Dec. 
28: Mandy Philmon; Saturday, Dec. 29: Lory 
Adams Taylor, Joe Gutierrez and Debra Blake; 
Sunday, Dec. 30: Heather Deming, David Garza, 
Gloria Garcia, Salvador Flores, Scott Romeo, 
Brenda Keener and Arcilia Maturey; Monday, 
Dec. 31: Laneil Vawter, Dameon Smith, Kelley 
Hammond, Karen Edwards, Cecily Carriere 
and Pamela Collins; Tuesday, Jan. 1: Michael 
McCollom, Charlotte Christian, Elaine Bischof, 
Marl Wills, Kelly Robinson, David Tucker, 
Richard Lopez, Eleonora Stoves, Sandra 
Matula and Crystal Ford; Wednesday, Jan. 2: 
Jay Forrest, Amanda Baldwin, Bryan Gomez, 
Mary Winters, Kelly Edwards and Meagan 
Novak; Thursday, Jan. 3: Tony Montenegro III, 
Deb Rainbolt-Young, Terri Salazar, Roland 
Moreno and Flor Elizalde; Friday, Jan. 4: Gerry 
Cole, Lan Curtis, Crystal Roberts and Jason 
Thompson; Saturday, Jan. 5: John Carnes, 
Jessica  Fernandez, Jamie Troxlar, Natalie  
McCoy, John Jenkins and Jovon Lartigue-
Davis; Sunday, Jan. 6: Bonnie Ferguson, 
Jeremy McMillan, Myranda Davis, Edwin 
Clark, Scott Parchmont and Seth Marshall; 
Monday, Jan. 7: Michael Lake, Kathi Kemp, 
Sherry Crawford, Meagan McMurry, Jessica 
Sellers, Bob Townley, Larry Shewell, Jason 
Cox, Brian Gallagher and Diane Gonzalez; 
and Wednesday, Jan. 9: Jennifer Gonzalez, 
Mary Meyer, Jill Rea, Mike Escobedo, 
Monette Falzon, Cecelia Faske and Holly 
Lyons.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email announcements to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

Meador Elementary
 Evangelina Calderon enjoys a birthday 
Dec. 28. The day for a celebration for Cheryl 
Caudill is Jan. 6.

Moore Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Brittany 
Jaramillo Dec. 28.

South Belt Elementary
 Starting off the new year right is Marcy 
Pittman with a Jan. 1 birthday. Light the birth-
day candles for Renato Lu Jan. 2. Send a 
birthday greeting Jan. 4 to Estella Montoya-
Riley.

Melillo Middle School
 Dec. 27 is the day for birthday greetings for 
Alyssa Alvarez and Moriah Conner. Send 
a humorous birthday card Dec. 29 to Jill 
Sharma. Teresa Salazar is wished a happy 
birthday Jan. 3.

Roberts Middle School
   Special birthday wishes are sent to Ed 
Johnson on Jan. 5. The day for a party for Ha-
Bang “Susie” Nguyen is Jan. 7.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 The day to celebrate with a double-layer 
birthday cake for Kenneth Davidson and 
Laura Mervine is Dec. 29. Marking a Dec. 
30 birthday is Stephanie Jones. Angel 
Fernandez enjoys a birthday Jan. 6.

Thompson Intermediate
 Special birthday wishes are sent to Betty 
Minter Dec. 29. Starting off the new year with a 
birthday celebration on Jan. 1 is Tiona Samuel. 
The day for a cake for Hajile Mitchell is Jan. 6. 

Dobie High
 On Dec. 29, a birthday greeting is sent to 
Andrea Morgan. William Fults ends the year 
with a Dec. 31 birthday. Celebrating the new 
year with a birthday Jan. 2 is Byanka Reyes. 
Birthday wishes are sent to Jane Damico Jan. 
3. Light the candles on a cake for Kyle Ediger 
Jan. 4. John Stovall marks a birthday Jan. 
7. Blow out the birthday candles for Brianne 
Sisson Jan. 9. 

40 years ago ( 1978)
 Modifi ed restrooms and 
open concept schools; special-
ized coaching for sports other 
than football, the trimester sys-
tem and curriculum structure 
were all topics brought up at a 
school board candidate meet-
ing.
 Residents of Sageglen and 
Green Tee Terrace voted 3 to 1 
against the annexation propos-
al made by San Jacinto Col-
lege.

35 years ago ( 1983)
 Bobby Fisher was in critical 
condition after he was injured 
in a collision with a car. The 
youth was thrown over the car 
and landed on his head. He was 
wearing a helmet, but it appar-
ently was not fastened, and it 
was thrown off on impact. 
 The Dobie girls’ basketball 
team beat Deer Park, 48-47, to 
stay undefeated in district play.

30 years ago (1988)
 The Sycamore Valley Civ-
ic Club was trying to have the 
subdivision included in the 
Dobie High School attendance 
area.
 The local Internal Revenue 
Service offi ce relocated from 
9809 Rowlett to 8876 Gulf 
Freeway.

25 years ago (1993)
 The Pasadena school board 
election generated a lot of in-
terest in the area. Twelve can-
didates ran for three positions.
 Rain delayed the opening 
of the South Belt from the Gulf 
Freeway to Beamer.

20 years ago (1998)
 Approximately 260 
students in grades 6-12 
started classes at the new 
35,000-square-foot Lutheran 
South Academy.
 The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency announced the 
Brio Community Assistance 
Group was awarded a $50,000 
grant for expert assistance for 
plans and design for remedy.

15 years ago (2003)
 The Arlyne and Alan We-
ber replacement elementary 
school opened.
 Dr. John Wilson stepped 
down as superintendent of 
Clear Creek Independent 
School District. Dr. Sandra 
Mossman, the former deputy 
superintendent of CCISD, re-
placed Wilson as superinten-
dent.
 Gaylynn Naiser was named 
the new executive director 
of the South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce.

10 years ago (2008)
 An agreement had been 
reached between the city of 
Houston and the Sagemeadow 
Utility District which resulted 
in a prohibition of the sale of 
fi reworks in commercial ar-
eas of the district. As a result, 
fi reworks were no longer able 
to be sold on Hall Road from 
Beamer to Blackhawk and 
the unincorporated portion of 
Beamer on the north side of 
the Sagemont subdivision.

5 years ago (2013)
 A chase that began in Deer 
Park in the early hours of Fri-
day, Jan. 4, ended on Black-
hawk near Beltway 8 after a 
Precinct 7 deputy fi red mul-
tiple shots into the suspect’s 
vehicle, leaving it disabled. 
Deer Park police attempted to 
pull over a BMW on a traffi c 
stop at roughly 2:40 a.m., but 
the driver, William Evangeline 
Akin, refused to stop, leading 
to a chase. During the pursuit, 
which also involved offi cers 
from Precinct 8 and the Hous-
ton Police Department, Akin 
was witnessed pointing a gun 
out of his car’s window. As the 
chase approached the intersec-
tion of Beltway 8 and Black-
hawk, an unnamed Precinct 7 

deputy stood in the road armed 
with a shotgun. Akin allegedly 
swerved at the deputy, before 
swerving back into his original 
lane. Fearing for his life, the 
deputy fi red at least 10 rounds 
into Akin’s vehicle, which 
came to a stop a few blocks 
away. Akin attempted to fl ee on 
foot but was apprehended by 
Deer Park police. A 14-year-
old girl had been riding with 
Akin but was unharmed. De-
spite rampant rumors, Akin 
was not killed in the incident. 
He, however, did suffer a leg 
wound and was taken to a near-
by hospital for treatment. Akin, 
30, was charged with driving 
while intoxicated with a child 
on board, felony evading arrest 
and being a felon in posses-
sion of a fi rearm. A 12-gauge 
shotgun believed to belong to 
Akin was later recovered in the 
10800 block of Beamer.
 A Woodmeadow home 
was destroyed by fi re ear-
ly Friday, Jan. 4. The blaze 
appeared to originate in the 
living room of the house 
and was associated with the 
home’s fi replace, according 
to Southeast Volunteer Fire 
Department Chief Chuck Ty-
lka. No injuries were report-

ed.
1 year ago (2017)

 A bizarre robbery led to 
multiple felony charges being 
fi led the morning of Thurs-
day, Dec. 21. According to 
police, the incident began 
around 10:30 a.m. when a 
patrol deputy was fl agged 
down on Scarsdale and told 
the nearby CVS had been 
robbed. Deputies responded 
to the scene and were told 
that a man had passed the 
pharmacist a note demanding 
specifi c drugs and threatened 
to kill everyone in the store if 
he did not get them. The man 
then fl ed the scene in an am-
bulance, later determined to 
be stolen from the Southeast 
Volunteer Fire Department 
station in the 9800 block of 
Hughes Road. After the CVS 
robbery, the suspect led La 
Porte police on a chase in the 
ambulance on Highway 225 
near Red Bluff after alleged-
ly robbing a nearby Amegy 
Bank. Following the chase, 
Kristopher Montalvo, 29, was 
arrested and charged with 
felony evading in a vehicle, 
federal bank robbery, robbery 
of a business, burglary of a 
building and auto theft.
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According to police, the inci-
dent happened while the vic-
tim was parked in his vehicle. 
After viewing surveillance vid-
eo and interviewing witnesses, 
investigators learned two sus-
pects met with the victim and 
his friend inside the victim’s 
vehicle in the parking lot. 
Shortly after the suspects got 
into the victim’s vehicle, the 
victim was shot several times. 
His friend managed to get out 
of the vehicle and run to safe-
ty. The suspects then got into 
another vehicle and fl ed the 
scene. The victim was trans-
ported to Clear Lake Regional 
Medical Center, where he was 
pronounced dead. No immedi-
ate arrests were made.

March 1
 It was a traumatic week 
for students and staff of the 
Pasadena Independent School 
District, with threats of vio-
lence being made to multiple 
campuses, including Dobie 
High. Four arrests were made 
in response to the threats. The 
fi rst arrest involved a student 
from Bondy Intermediate, 
who allegedly made an online 
threat on social media; the 
second arrest involved a Do-
bie student for making a threat 
via Snapchat; the third arrest 
involved a Pasadena Memo-
rial High School student for 
posting an online threat against 
Rayburn High School; and the 
fourth arrest involved a Ray-
burn student, who threatened 
another student by making 
a hand gesture mimicking a 
gun and making threatening 
comments. All of the students 
were charged with making a 
terroristic threat, a third-de-
gree felony punishable by two 

to 10 years in prison. With 
the exception of the Pasadena 
Memorial student, all arrested 
were juveniles. All were sus-
pended from school for one 
year, at which time they must 
be readmitted per state law. As 
a precaution, security was sub-
sequently beefed up at all area 
campuses.
 A woman was killed in a 
motorcycle accident on Mon-
day, Feb. 26, at the intersec-
tion of Beltway 8 and the Gulf 
Freeway. According to police, 
the woman, 27, was travel-
ing at a high rate of speed on 
the overpass that connects the 
southbound lanes of the Gulf 
Freeway to the eastbound 
lanes of Beltway 8 when she 
lost control of her motorcycle 
and struck a concrete wall, 
reportedly throwing her from 
the overpass. Paramedics re-
sponded to the incident and 
pronounced the woman dead 
at the scene. No other motor-
ists or vehicles were involved 
in this incident.

March 8
 Seven more students from 
the Pasadena Independent 
School District were appre-
hended recently for making 
terroristic threats. The threats 
affected all levels of students, 
with defendants ranging from 
fi fth to 12th grade. One fe-
male student from Shaw Mid-
dle School was arrested; two 
students from Thompson In-
termediate were arrested; one 
student from Park View Inter-
mediate was arrested; two stu-
dents from Pasadena Memori-
al High School were arrested; 
and one from Lewis Career 
and Technical Center was ar-
rested. With the exception of 
the Lewis student, all of those 
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charged were juveniles. All of 
the threats were made on social 
media sites, except for the Park 
View threat, which took place 
verbally at lunch. Such online 
threats had become a growing 
problem nationwide in the af-
termath of the Parkland, Fla., 
shooting the previous month 
that left 17 dead and dozens 
more wounded.
 A female suspect was ar-
rested following a crash in 
the 18200 block of the Gulf 
Freeway near FM 2351 on 
Wednesday, Feb. 28, that 
left a woman and her child 
dead. Veronica Rivas, 20, was 
charged with two counts of 
intoxication manslaughter in 
the 351st State District Court. 
According to police, Rivas was 
driving a sport utility vehicle at 
a high rate of speed south on 
the frontage road just before 4 
a.m. when she struck the rear 
of a vehicle driven by the fe-
male victim. Shayla Joseph 
and her 9-month old daughter 
were pronounced dead at the 
scene. Rivas and her female 
passenger sustained minor in-
juries and were transported to 
the hospital. Police said Rivas 
showed signs of intoxication at 
the time of the crash, and upon 
her release from the hospital, 
was taken to jail and subse-
quently charged. Tests deter-
mined Rivas had a blood alco-
hol level of 0.21, almost three 
times the legal limit of 0.08.

March 15
 Nearly 5,000 volunteers 
traveled from around the world 
to help families impacted by 
Hurricane Harvey rebuild their 
storm-damaged homes. The 
nonprofi t groups Eight Days 
of Hope and the 4B Disaster 
Response Network teamed 

up with various missionaries, 
local churches and individual 
volunteers to assist those who 
were still reeling from the ef-
fects of Harvey, particularly 
those who had not already 
received assistance from oth-
er sources, such as FEMA or 
insurance. Members from ap-
proximately 500 churches – of 
all denominations – took part 
in the project.
 The Dobie High School 
Latin Club seized the day by 
placing fi rst overall at the re-
gional competition of the 
Texas State Junior Classical 
League, advancing the group 
to the state tournament on 
April 13-14 in Dallas. At the 
regionals, the team of 60+ 
members competed in several 
categories, including various 
tests, oratory presentations 
and dramatic interpretations of 
classic literature.

March 22
 Allen M. Sory, 96, who 
served as the fi rst principal of 
Dobie High School died Tues-
day, March 20. Sory served as 
Dobie principal from the cam-
pus’s opening in 1968 until his 
retirement in 1979. Sory came 
up with Dobie’s name, mascot 
and colors. Prior to his time at 
Dobie, Sory taught science at 
South Houston High School 
from its opening in 1957 until 
1963. He also taught at Pasa-
dena High School and served 
as assistant principal at Sam 
Rayburn High School.

March 29
 Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable Chris Diaz dep-
uties busted a prostitution 
ring operating out of a res-
idence in the 11400 block 
of Gnarlwood. Yahei Wang, 
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sister, brother, and my mom by 
showing them that I love them.
 Arianna Perkins
 I resolve to improve my 
trumpet skills by playing at 
least 15 minutes a night.
 Erik Alvarez
 I resolve to get better at soc-
cer by practicing after school 
and on the weekends.
 Dianna Galvan
 I resolve to lose weight by 
exercising and running every 
day. Brionna Tottenham
 I resolve to get my fami-
ly what they need for Christ-
mas by selling cookies to my 
friends and raising money.
 Cloe Bradford
 I resolve to get better at 
playing the french horn by 
practicing every night.
 Ihan Echevarria
 I resolve to improve my 
basketball skills by practicing 
every Saturday and Sunday for 
three hours. Melani Lopez
 I resolve to get better at 
writing by practicing and using 
a ruler to help.
 Kaileen Culpepper
 I resolve to improve on my 
volleyball skills by practicing 
more and playing more than 
what I already do.
 Kamryn Sandoval
 I resolve to improve my 
cello skills by practicing ev-
ery weekend and putting my 
fourth fi nger on the tape of my 
cello. Alejandro Villegas
 I resolve to improve my 
fl ute skills by practicing 20 
minutes a night.
 Jason Garcia
 I resolve to improve my 
singing by practicing for 40 
minutes a day.
 Anthony Agirre
 I resolve to get better at 
cleaning by listening to mu-
sic when I clean, and doing it 
more often. Isabella Cruz
 I resolve to improve my 
drumming skills by going to 
classes on Saturdays at 11:30.
 Diego Alaniz
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve my 
vocabulary skills by reading 

more challenging books and 
vocabulary.   Mehreen Mir
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve on 
my basketball skills by prac-
ticing at my house by shoot-
ing the balls into the basket 
and to slam dunk. 
 Emilio Martinez Diaz 
DeLeon
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve study 
skills and work well before the 
day of the school year.  
 Khan Phan
 For my New Year's reso-
lution, I resolve to have more 
good grades by going to tutori-
als and studying more.  
 Kenia Machuca
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to donate stuff to 
the poor by donating clothes, 
shoes, and food.  
 Yeleine Cabrera
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve my 
catching skills on football by 
staying after school and go-
ing to the gym three days a 
week.   Edgar Arredondo
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to get good at 
math and reading by studying 
at home or school for 20 min-
utes each day. 
 Katelynn Gomez
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to get better at 
math by studying everyday at 
home.  Roddin Rodriguez
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to become better 
and improve at social studies 
by studying at least 5 days a 
week.  
 Kevin Velasquez
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to get better at 
math by studying math more. 
 Alan Hernandez
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to get stronger 
by doing push-ups each day 
that I have time.  
 Rick Bonilla
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to get stronger in 
abdominal strength by doing 
200 sit ups.  
 Ricardo Fernandez

 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve my 
social studies by studying for 
the test and working.  
 Andrew Molinar
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve my 
social studies by studying for 
the social studies quizzes and 
practice for it.  
 Alnayah Miller
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve my 
reading by reading everyday 
for 30 minutes and read harder 
books.   Kimberly Castillo 
 For my New Year's reso-
lution, I resolve to get better 
at soccer by practicing in my 

backyard and making it into 
the goal.  
 Olivia Ozbolt
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to be better at 
soccer by practicing at passing 
it and making the ball in the 
goal.  
 Gabriela Ramirez
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve my 
basketball by practicing drib-
bling right, and not traveling, 5 
days a week.  
 Dexter Estes
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to get better at 
reading by reading fi ve days a 
week and on weekends.  

Fred Roberts Middle students write resolutions

HCMG announces upcoming events
 The Harris County Master Gardeners have announced their upcoming events for January and February. A session of the lec-
ture series will be held Tuesday, Jan. 8, from 10 to 11:30 a.m., at Genoa Friendship Gardens Educational Center Building, 1202 
Genoa Red Bluff Road. Plants will be for sale in the greenhouse. 
 The Harris County Master Gardeners Green Thumb Series “Preparing Garden Beds and Lawns” will be Thursday, Jan. 17, 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Freeman Branch Library, located at 16616 Diana Lane.
 The Harris County Master Gardeners Fruit Tree Plant Sale will be held Saturday, Feb. 23, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or until sellout, 
at Campbell Hall, located on the Pasadena Fairgrounds, 7600 Red Bluff Road in Pasadena.
 The Harris County Master Gardeners Plant Sale featuring tomato and pepper plants, herbs, vegetables and perennials will be 
held Saturday, March 30, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or  until sellout, at Campbell Hall, Pasadena Fairgrounds, 7600 Red Bluff Road 
in Pasadena. 
 These events are free and open to the public.
 For more information, call 713-274-0950 or visit hcmga.tamu.edu.

 Vyanka Ramirez
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to improve my 
editing by practicing on web-
sites or practicing it more my-
self.   Tiffany Villarreal 
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to be better at 
soccer by practicing more and 
going to the park.  
 Guadalupe Vazquez
 For my New Year's reso-
lution, I resolve to get higher 
grades by paying more atten-
tion.   Mikkel Gonzalez
 For my New Year's resolu-
tion, I resolve to be better at 
soccer by playing it four times 
per week.   Andres Cavazos

Melillo students share resolutions
 Fifth-grade students from 
Fred Roberts Middle School 
have wrtitten New Year’s reso-
lution letters for 2019.

Kristin Konzelman’s class
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to play Fortnite every day!
 Octavio Paz
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to win a Fortnite game.
 Tristen Sanders
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is be good at school.
 Xavier Garcia
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to get all A’s and behave in 
school. Alexis Lazcano
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to do all my chores.
 Andrea Valdez
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to help people in need and 
give food to those in need.
 Anthony Cancel
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to pass my classes, change 
my attitude, do my chores, and 
to follow directions, get A’s 
and B’s and be the best kid I 
can be!!! Tamyha Johnson
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to be less depressed.
 Samantha Mejorado
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to help someone if they need 
it, do good in school, and get 
good grades.
 Ca’Renthian Wallace

 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to make myself a better 
person by putting myself out 
there. I would like to get into 
sports and make friends while 
doing so. I would also like to 
do better in my classes and try 
to pay more attention. I just 
want to be a better person over-
all. Aubrey McAfee
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to pick up my grades in Sci-
ence and Social Studies.
 Vivianna Villegas
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to help people if they need 
something. Marcus Ortiz
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to pass all my classes.
 David Castillo
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to have Tessa and my family 
and friends and to get a new 
house. Noah Brown
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to help others, give food to 
the homeless people and to 
help my teacher.
 Emily Tran
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to practice to get better 
grades and have good deci-
sions. Jalynn Flores
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to give the homeless money.
 Trinity Lopez
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to be good this year to go up 

to 7th grade. Hayden Carter
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to go with my family to 
watch the New Year fi re and go 
to my sister’s party.
 Gio Rodriguez
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to get good grades for all my 
classes. Anadali Hernandez
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to try to be good.
 Terrinyce Felder
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to become a better person 
because I think that I am kin-
da mean to people. Plus some 
teachers tell me to think posi-
tive and not be negative and to 
be good to my family.
 Tessa Mares
Brittney Crawford’s Class

 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to pass 5th Grade. 
 Jayden Troung
 My New Year’s resolution 
is to be a better baseball play-
er.  Axel Garcia
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to pass all of my class-
es. Max Garcia 
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to eat in a restaurant 
that has weird food. 
 Anddy Bustos
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to pass all my classes.
 Leovanni Alvarez
 Continued on Page 6A
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Fr. Xavier Bilavendiran, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Jessup Elementary awarded the Early Act First Knight - Virtue of Com-
passion award to students. Students were even granted the opportunity 
to meet a real knight. Shown above are fi rst and second graders, left 
to right, (fi rst row) Lenny Lorenzo, Leonel Luna, Ariann Quiones, Ed-
win Aguilera, Sir Cass Garcia, (second row) Dayanna Garcia-Martinez, 
Jimenna Gonzalez, Joseph Labra, Jaime Rivera, (third row) Dylan Al-
varez, Areli Valdes, Stephany Salazar, Isaac Ramirez (fourth row) Abel 

Jessup students receive Early Act First Knight award

Gaspar Quintana, Alexa Avelar, Anthony Segura and Kayden Gilbert. 
Shown below are second-, third- and fourth- grade students, left to right, 
(fi rst row) Xavier Benavides, Samantha Espinoza, Faith Rocha, Myri-
cal Rodgers, Sir Cass Garcia, (second row) Aniya Sayles Brooks, Jenisys 
Munoz, Victor Sosa, Brianna Molina, (third row) Yenielys Vega Tirado, 
Katheryn Gutierrez, Kaleb Sustaita, Caidon Pena, (fourth row)  Ashlyn 
Paz, Valeria Granados, Andrea Ochoa, Mya Reyes and Steven Ramirez.

SEEC empowers teachers
 Space Center Houston 
will empower teachers from 
around the world Feb. 7-9 at 
the 25th Space Exploration 
Educators Conference. 
 With new ideas for the 
classroom and hands-on 
professional development 
sessions from NASA ex-
perts and leading educators 
about what’s happening 
now in human space explo-
ration, SEEC puts the power 
and wonder of space into a 
teacher’s hands.
 “We’ve had a tremendous 
history of making STEM 
curriculum accessible for 
all teachers,” said Daniel 
Newmyer, vice president of 
education for the nonprofi t. 
“Empowering our teachers 
is vital to creating a leading, 
diverse workforce.”
 Over 500 teachers from 
kindergarten through 12th 

grades from around the 
world are expected to at-
tend the hands-on learning 
environment with rocket 
scientists, astronauts and re-
nowned educators.
 The three-day program 
provides educators oppor-
tunities to be among Space 
Center Houston’s extensive 
space artifact collection. 
Educators will discover 
“The Real Thing” with more 
than 400 things to see and 
do.
 Over the years, thou-
sands of educators have 
attended from the United 
States, Canada and Japan. 
Space Center Houston will 
connect formal and infor-
mal educators with the lat-
est teaching tools to inspire 
the next generation of ex-
plorers.
 Teachers will receive 

various cross-curriculum 
ideas, ready-to-implement 
classroom activities and 
valuable networking op-
portunities with their col-
leagues, while earning up to 
24 hours of continuing edu-
cation credit.
 Attendees will take be-
hind-the-scenes tours of the 
astronaut training facilities 
at NASA Johnson Space 
Center and learn about the 
technology and research 
that are furthering NASA’s 
current and future deep 
space missions.
 At the conference, Space 
Center Houston will honor 
one teacher with the Cherri 
Brinley Outstanding Educa-
tor Award, named in honor 
of the 14-year SEEC veter-
an. 
 Brinley was a Hous-
ton-area educator and tire-

less advocate of space 
science, inspiring fellow 
educators and students alike 
even through her battle with 
terminal cancer.
 Dedicated to empower-
ing educators, SEEC pro-
vides continuing education 
workshops, access to indus-
try leaders and networking 
opportunities.
 For additional in-
formation about this 
and other Space Center 
Houston educational pro-
grams, visit www.space
center.org/education.

Melillo Middle School recently held its Komen Chal-
lenge Celebration. They raised $11,970 for the cause. 
The campus earned a pajama day for their efforts and 
the winning homeroom turned the principal and assis-
tant principals into cupcakes. Shown below are Heather 
Wheeler’s homeroom class who were the campus win-
ners, left to right, (fi rst row) Olivia Wheeler, Julietta 
Garcia, Julian Acevedo, Ivan Ayala, Michelle Nguyen, 

Melillo holds Komen Challenge, raises funds
Abigail Gutierrez, Mia Bella Sudario, Blessing Akin-
loye, Shawn Armstrong, (second row) Melanie Sanchez, 
Ray Solis, Jonathan Flores, Fernando Vargas, Bao Ngo, 
Nathan Rodriguez, Haley Nguyen, Kourtney Goeman, 
(third row) Kian Ton, Aidan Veita, Morgan Hill, Alana 
Baulch, Thalia Oddo, Kylie Campos, Jayden Le, and  
Heather Wheeler. Not pictured are Adam Baker, Serena 
Delgado and Natalie Rangel.

Shown below left is Aidan Veita (left) as he pours cake 
mix all over Diane Wheeler, Melillo principal. Shown 
below right is Julietta Garcia (left) as she looks sur-

prised when she cracks an egg on Adrianna Saavedra,  
assistant principal.
 Photos by Theresa Salazar

Shown below left is Chris Bui, assistant principal, full of 
color as he is topped off with colorful icing. Nothing goes 

better with cake than milk. Shown below is Haley Nguyen 
(left) as she laughs when she drenches Saavedra with milk.

Continued from Page 4A
36, was arrested and charged 
with felony aggravated pro-
motion of prostitution, while 
Bixiang Xu, 42, was arrested 
and charged with misdemean-
or prostitution. A search war-
rant led to the seizure of U.S. 
currency, which was believed 
to be linked to prostitution. 
Deputies found evidence in-
dicating the residents living 
inside were making more than 
$1,000 a day by providing 
prostitution services.
 Houston police arrest-
ed two men early Thursday, 
March 22, for attempting to 
steal an ATM from Texan 
Bank in the 12900 block of 
the Gulf Freeway. Police were 
notifi ed of the incident around 
2 a.m. when they received 
two separate alerts – one in-
volving a stolen pickup truck 
that was used in the attempted 
heist and one from an alarm 
company stating the ATM had 
been disturbed. Using a GPS 
tracker, the owner of the sto-
len truck was able to locate 
his vehicle at the Texan Bank. 
Upon his arrival at the bank, 
the truck owner witnessed 
two men attempting to load 
the ATM into the truck using 
a front-end loader, also later 
determined to be stolen. Po-
lice arrived at the scene before 
the men were able to success-
fully load the ATM into the 
vehicle. The men attempted 
to fl ee the scene in the truck, 
and a short chase ensued. The 
pursuit came to a close when 
the truck smashed into a fence 
a short distance away.  One of 
the suspects was apprehended 
immediately, while the second 

suspect fl ed on foot. With the 
help of a K-9 unit, the second 
suspect was found hiding in a 
nearby backyard and also ap-
prehended. While the crooks 
were unsuccessful in their at-
tempt to get any money from 
the machine, they managed 
to cause extensive damage 
to the bank. This marked the 
second time in less than three 
years that thieves targeted the 
ATM at Texan Bank, as there 
was another attempt in August 
2015. The fi rst attempt was 
also unsuccessful.

April 5
 South Belt resident Chuck 
Maricle was presented the 
U.S. Coast Guard’s Meritori-
ous Service Medal for his sup-
port during Hurricane Harvey. 
Maricle serves as the district 
chief of staff for the USCG’s 
8th Coastal Region. 

April 12
 Houston City Council vot-
ed 9-7 Wednesday, April 4, to 
approve tougher development 
rules for new homes built 
inside of the 500-year fl ood-
plain. The vote came after an 
unusually lengthy debate of 
more than three hours. The 
new rules for future construc-
tion of homes and buildings in 
fl oodplains took effect Sept. 
1, close to the 1-year anni-
versary of Hurricane Harvey. 
New construction will have 
to sit two feet above the 500-
year fl oodplain, which is land 
predicted to fl ood during a 
once-every-500-years storm 
(17-19 inches of rain in 24 
hours). The previous standard 
was set at one foot above the 
100-year fl oodplain, land that 
is predicted to fl ood during a 

once-every-100-years storm 
(13-14 inches of rain in 24 
hours). The previous regula-
tions proved inadequate for 
Harvey, which dumped up to 
51 inches of rain on the area. 
The new rules would have 
protected 90 percent of the 
Houston homes that fl ooded 
last August, excluding those 
affected by water released 
from U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers reservoirs.

April 19
 Charges were fi led against 
a suspect wanted for fatally 
shooting his ex-girlfriend’s 
new boyfriend outside the 
AMC movie theater at Belt-
way 8 and the Gulf Freeway 
on Saturday, April 14. The 
suspect, Adrian Mondragon, 
22, was charged with murder 
in the 178th State District 
Court. According to police, 
the incident took place around 
9:20 p.m., as Mondragon’s 
ex-girlfriend and the victim 
were leaving AMC. Armed 
with a rifl e, Mondragon re-
portedly confronted the cou-
ple, then fi red a single shot, 
striking the victim in the chest. 
He was pronounced dead at 
the scene. While charges have 
been fi led against Mondrag-
on, he remained at large at 
press time.
 An armed home invasion 
took place Thursday, April 
11, in the 3100 block of Yost. 
According to police, the inci-
dent took place around 7 a.m. 
when the four men, wearing 
dark-colored hooded sweat-
shirts and masks, forced their 
way into the house and robbed 
the residents at gunpoint. 
The suspects fl ed the scene 

in the residents’ blue Mer-
cedes-Benz C300, which was 
later recovered nearby. No 
immediate arrests were made. 

April 26
 Steve Stockman, a former 
Republican congressman who 
represented much of the South 
Belt community, was found 
guilty of 23 felony charges, 
after defrauding wealthy do-
nors out of $1.25 million. 
The 12-person jury convicted 
Stockman, 61, after 16 hours 
of deliberations over three 
days, following a month-long 
trial. Charges included mail 
and wire fraud, conspiracy, 
making false statements to 
the Federal Elections Com-
mission and money launder-
ing. He was found not guilty 
on one count of wire fraud. 
He was later sentenced to 10 
years in federal prison.

May 3
 Former South Belt resident 
Jonathan Carter went out with 
a bang during his last deploy-
ment as commander of the 
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Le-
gare, leading a massive drug 
bust that yielded 12 tons of 
cocaine and one ton of mar-
ijuana. According to Coast 
Guard offi cials, the contra-
band was worth an estimated 
$390 million in wholesale 
value. The drugs were seized 
in international waters off the 
coasts of Mexico and Central 
and South America during 17 
separate interdictions. Aiding 
the Legare were USCG cutters 
Reliance, Harriet Lane, Deci-
sive, Steadfast and Depend-
able. U.S. agencies involved 
in the operation included the 
Department of Defense, the 

Department of Justice and the 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity. The Coast Guard was 
assisted by vessels from the 
Canadian Navy, along with 
intelligence from the Mexican 
government.
 The Clear Brook High 
School indoor percussion 
group earned the title of 2018 
Scholastic Open Class Gold 
Medalists at the Winter Guard 
International World Champi-
onships in Dayton, Ohio. This 
was the highest honor achiev-
able for the drumline of 34 
students and Director Dusty 
Norris. Their performance, 
titled Set in Stone and set to 
an original composition by 
Bryan Harmsen, earned a fi -
nal score of 96.538, which se-
cured their No. 1 spot against 
14 other drumlines from 
around the world. Team mem-
bers included Josh Williams, 
Sarah Bertram, David Pugh, 
Thomas Ku, Cormac Cupples, 
Andrew Medina, Alan Nguy-
en, Redding Vasquetelles, 
Justin Perez, Elijah Salarzon, 
Dinithi Jayasinghe, Andrew 
Ku, Davis Wadle, Carson 
Breaux, Jared Shamburger, 
Sean Hill, Phattarapol Lert-
chaisirikul, Allen Mathew, 
Ryan Johnson, Abbey Fos-
sati, Gabe Landestoy, Megan 
Nguyen, Chase Collum, Sar-
ah Pugh, Kaden Gauntt, Josh 
Stafford, Alex Arrieta, Joseph 
Otto, Maya Townsend, Claire 
Romero, Alyssa Cisneros, 
Megan Ellis, Kameron Sharp, 
Ethan Treadway, Keoni Cun-
ningham, Brad Hughes, Dusty 
Norris, Bryan Harmsen, Don 
Click, Erik Yates and Mark 
Fennell.

Leader reflects on highlights of 2018

CCART announces January meeting
 The Clear Creek Association of Retired Teachers will hold its January meeting on
 Tuesday, Jan. 8. The meetings are held at the Bay Area Community Center, 5002 NASA 

Parkway in Seabrook. The 
gathering will feature a pre-
sentation by Funtime Re-
corders and Ukes directed 
by Marian Gordner.
 The meeting will start at 
9:30 a.m. with a social gath-
ering for coffee and cook-
ies. 
 The business meeting 
will begin at 10 a.m. 
 All Texas-retired school 
employees from the area are 
invited. The annual dues are 
$50.

Correction for letter to the editor
 A letter to the editor that appeared in last week’s issue was addressed to Linda Craft. The 
letter should have been signed by Brenda Harris, a former South Belt resident who now re-
sides in Newport News, Va. 
 In the letter, Harris wanted to let Craft know to have a wonderful Christmas and thanked 
her for always being there for her. 
 Harris also stated she missed her dear friend and hoped to one day see Craft. She ended the 
letter by wishing Craft a happy new year.

BREAKING NEWS
REMEMBER ME .....TAMMY PUES

I have moved!  Still here & still in business
Still Filing Tax Returns.

It’s Different Places but with the 
same old faces.

Tammy, Kim & Patrica are now
TLC TAX SERVICE LLC

We are local. Our new contact info is:
1506 W Broadway St. Ste.100B Pearland, TX 77581

832-569-5452 832-569-5682 or Tammy’s Cell 832-893-0130
We will match or beat any competitors pricing 
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Stuchbery Elementary held its annual spelling bee, and after 14 rounds, fourth-grad-
ers prevailed. Anne Tran (left)was declared the winner and Duy Lam (right)was the 
runner-up. Shown are Tran; Lauren Nalepa (middle), school librarian and spelling 
bee coordinator; and Lam. Photo by Kristin Wallis

Stuchbery holds spelling bee

Continued from Page 4A
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to learn German. 
 Francisco Serrano
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to dominate in the am-
ateur class for Motocross.
 Kinotsu Ploucha 
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to pop fi reworks and 
fi recrackers. Morgan McGee 
 My New Year’s resolution 
is having my whole family 
(including my stepsiblings) 
come and watch fi reworks 
outside!
 Audrina Hernandez
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to do better in school.
 Luke Penaloza
 My New Year’s resolution 
is to get better at Math.
 Damarion Copeland
 My New Year’s resolu-
tion is to have passing grades 
through this year and next 
year.
 Rafael Lopez
 My New Year’s resolution 
is to pop fi reworks. 
 Adrian Arreola
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to make better grades. 
 Emily Golenko
 My New Year’s resolution 
is to get better grades.
 Natalie De Hoyos 
 My New Year’s resolution 
is to get good grades.
 Ayden Munoz 

Elizabeth Soto’s Class
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to support students to 
feel confi dent about reading.
 Elizabeth Soto
 My New Year’s resolution 
is to play more Basketball.
 Jordyn Brown
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to pay more attention 
in class and try to get better 
grades.
 Addison McAfee
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get better at math.
 Amari Wilks
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get good grades in 
every subject Nathan Le
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get better at basket-
ball.
 Ozzi Fuentes
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to work harder at box-
ing and at home when I am 
working out at home.
 Avian Alexander 
Arredondo
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get better grades and 
eat healthier  Suri Rocha
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to be a better person by
 Oscar Sauceda
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to start playing soccer 
in the spring and be more ath-
letic. 
 Morgan Hill
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to do well on the CBA’s.
 Bao Ngo
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is be healthier.
 Julian Acevedo 
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get better grades in 
all subjects and be a better 
friend.
 Fernando Vargas
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get straight A’s in all 
subjects. Kylie Campos 

Melillo fifth-graders submit 
2019 New Year’s resolutions

 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to spend less time on 
my phone. Alana Baulch
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get an A in conduct.
-Jaydon Kamreon Chilo
 Adam .J. Baker
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to change my tone to 
others.
 Payton Sigun
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get all A+ in class
 Joshua Arredondo
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is throw lefty all year.
 Julian Salinas
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get better at my 
trumpet.
 Nathan Montez
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get better at band.
 Danton Le
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to become a waiter 
when I go to college.
 Stephen Wright
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get better at over 
hand serving.  Mia Mata
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to practice drawing and go 
to art school. Brendan 
Parrish
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to be better at school, 
Fortnite, and Math.
 Mark Domingo
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to play outside for 1 
hour a day.  Serena Delgado 
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to have all 100’s.
 Blessing Akinloye
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to have good grades.
 MiaBella Sudario Garza
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get all A’s. Ivan 
Ayala
 My New Year’s Resolution 
is to read 1,000,000 words. 
 Michelle Nguyen
 My New Year’s Resolu-

tion is to do 300 pushups and 
sit-ups.  Nathan Rodriguez
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to lose weight. Kian 
Ton
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get better at typing.
 Melanie Sanchez
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get stronger and lose 
weight. Jaiden Flores
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to play my oboe more 
and get better grades.
 Olivia Wheeler
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to eat all my meals and 
get better grades. Natalie 
Rangel
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to lose weight and get 
stronger. Raymundo Solis
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to exercise more.
 Julietta Garcia 

Tara Stanley’s class
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to pass all my subjects 
for school. Valerie Ortiz
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to be a better person, 
do good in school and to have 
a good year/time. Elijah 
Lewis
 My New Year’s resolution 
is to do good in school.
 Jordan De Robles
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to have a better year.
 Mahika Singh
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to have good grades 
and have fun at school!
 Lillian Thomas
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to get all A’s on all my 
report cards. Maddox 
Gonzalez
 My New Year’s Resolu-
tion is to have better grades 
and pass all my classes.
 Ricardo Delgado
 My new year’s Resolution 
is to have better grades in 
school.  Minh Nguyen

Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

NOW ENROLLING!

We are currently admitting children from 3 months to 
5 years of age (birthdays after September 1st). Our  
program is standards-based and offers meaningful  

learning experiences within a Catholic setting. We aim
to prepare your child for their elementary and

Catholic school education.

We offer multiple extended care options to meet your
scheduling needs including our Pre-K4 bridge to
Kindergarten class and our after school care for

students enrolled in neighboring elementary schools.

For more information, go to www.stlukesecc.com or
contact the ECC directly at (281) 741-7497
email eccregistrar@stlukescatholic.com

stlukesecc.com

South Belt
Graphics

& Printing 
One stop for all your

printing needs.

• Business Forms • Business Cards 
• Custom Letterheads & Envelopes 

• Wedding Invitations • Thank You Notes 
• Menus • Directories and much more!

11555 Beamer 281-484-4337

AFTER CHRISTMAS

SALE
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

"The Company You'll Keep"

Roy Shiflett Realtors
281-481-3733

Receive Home 
Inspection with 

Estimate of Value 
At No Charge "The Company You'll Keep"

Neighbors Helping Neighbors!
CALL TODAY!

BUYING or SELLING ?

We will SELL your home FAST!

Celebrating 
48 Years

of Serving 
Our 

Community

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Read us 24/7 at 
www.southbeltleader.com

11101 Resource Parkway, Houston Tx 77089
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

$75 Registration Special
BBB Accredited Business

We offer a fair and competitive
interest rate on new and OLD money.

We  k now  w h at  i t  ta k e s  t o  be  T E X A N .

Money Market Account
T E X A N  L E G E N D S

—  Qualifying individual must be 50 years of age or older  —

2.00% APY*

*APY (annual percentage yield) assumes interest and principal will remain on deposit. Rates subject to change.

Fees could reduce the earnings on the account. Interest rates and APYs are current as of 9/18/18.

Limited to 6 transactions per statement cycle by preauthorized, automatic, or telephone transfers; $10 excessive 
transaction (excess trans) fee for withdrawals over the 6 allowed.

Houston • Friendswood • Clear Lake • Sugar Land

WWW.T E X A N B A N K . C O M

(281) 276-1800

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.
We Can Cater Your Special Event!

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 1/14/19.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS &
CAR WASH PERSONNEL

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

Gift Cards Available!  

Off Auto
Alignment$10

With coupon only. No reproductions. Not valid with any other discount.

 Registration opportu-
nities remain for youths 
wishing to take part in ei-
ther the South Belt Girls 
Softball Association or 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills 
Little League 2019 spring 
seasons.

SBGSA details
 The South Belt Girls 
Softball Association has 
initiated early registration 
activities for the 2019 
spring season.
 Parents may reg-
ister their children, 
ages 4 through 16 as 
of Jan. 1, 2019, online 
at www.southbeltsoft
ball.com.
 The early registration 
session is running now 
through Dec. 31, 2018, 
and is $70 per player in 
addition to participation in 
the league’s candy fund-
raising effort.
 Regular registration 
within the league begins 
Jan. 1, 2019, and will cost 
$75 per player in addition 
to a $135 candy fundraiser 
buyout fee. 
 For more details on 
the registration activ-
ities or the league it-
self, visit www.south
beltsoftball.com.

SBHLL details
Online registration is cur-
rently underway within 
the Sagemont-Beverly 
Hills Little League as offi-
cials prepare for the 2019 
spring season.
 For players ages 3 and 4 
(born between Sept. 2014 
and Jan. 1, 2016), the cost 
is $125, while those ages 5 
through 16 (born between 
Sept. 2002 and Aug. 2014) 
will pay $200 per player.
 The league will also for 
the seventh season offer 

children ages 5 to 18 with 
physical and/or mental 
disabilities the chance to 
compete in the Challenger 
division free of charge.
 While online registration 
is preferred, there will be 
additional in-person sign-up 
dates coming in Jan. 2019.  
 For more information on 
sign-up opportunities, in-
cluding documents required 
to be turned into the league 
during the sign-up process 
or the Challenger division, 
visit www.eteamz.com/
sbhll.

SBGSA/SBHLL spring leagues
continuing online registrations

Dobie soccer programs to hit tournament trail

Dobie Boys’ Soccer at 2019 PISD Cup

Jan. 3 – versus Channelview/Veterans/ 2 p.m.

Jan. 4 – versus Clements/Veterans/ 11 a.m.

Jan. 5 – at Manvel H.S./9 a.m.

Jan. 5 – Trophy round matches/TBA

Dobie Girls’ Soccer at 2019 Waller Classic

Jan. 3 – versus Concordia/Waller ISD/ 4 p.m.

Jan. 4 – versus Cy-Ridge/Schultz Stadium/ 11 a.m.

Jan. 5 – versus Bellville/Prairie View / 1:30 p.m

Some of the players’ names will change for 2019, but expectations remain the 
same as the Dobie varsity boys’ soccer team will begin its quest for a fifth con-
secutive District 22-6A championship this season.

Brook Girls’ Soccer at 2019 Humble Classic

Jan. 3 – versus Lumberton/Atascocita H.S./3 p.m.

Jan. 4 – Cy-Woods or Elkins/Atascocita H.S/ TBA

Brook Boys’ Soccer at 2019 Katy Showcase

Jan. 3-5, TBA

 The holidays are cer-
tainly near, which means 
the 2019 high school soc-
cer is set to begin.
 And nowhere are ex-
pectations higher than at 
Dobie, where the varsity 
boys’ team has racked up 
four consecutive District 
22-6A championships and 
a 2017 Region III title.
 The 2018 squad was 
eliminated from the post-
season by North Shore, 
but the Longhorns are 
primed for a bounce back 
in 2019 as the chase to un-
seat defending state cham-
pion Alief Elsik begins.
 Dobie will scrimmage 
at Morton Ranch Jan. 28 
and at Klein Jan. 31 in 
preparation for the regular 
season.
 As for the Dobie girls, 
who will scrimmage Clear 
Creek Dec. 28 and Alvin 
Dec. 29, both at Veterans 
Stadium, the Lady Long-
horns know the road to the 
2019 postseason figures 
to be much more difficult 
what with newcomers 
Atascocita and Kingwood 
now in the District 22-6A 
mix.
 Kingwood, 25-2-2 last 
season, advanced to the 
Region III Final Four be-
fore a loss to Tompkins.
 Atascocita defeated 
Dobie 5-0 in the bidis-
trict round but then lost to 
Clear Springs in the area 
round to finish at 22-2-2.
 But 2019 brings a fresh 
start, and the Lady Long-
horns will look to spark 

their season with a strong 
showing at the 2019 
Waller Classic, Jan. 3-5, as 
the locals face Concordia, 
Cy-Ridge and Bellville in 
round robin play.
 The Dobie boys have 
owned the competition in 
previous Pasadena ISD 
Cup appearances and will 
look to do so again this 

season.
 The Longhorns will go 
against fellow Region III 
power Channelview to be-
gin tournament play Jan. 3 
at Veterans Stadium.
 The locals will also take 
on Clements Jan. 4 and 
Manvel Jan. 5 in hopes of 
reaching the champion-
ship game later in the day 

on Jan. 5.
 During the second week 
of the season, the Dobie 
boys will again ramp up 
things with a Jan. 10-12 
appearance at the presti-
gious Austin Lakes Elite 
Showcase.
 On Jan. 10, the Long-
horns will be at Westlake 
High School in Austin to 

take on Juarez Lincoln.
 Looking ahead to Jan. 
11, Dobie will go against 
2017 Region III semifinal-
ist Seven Lakes at Lake 
Travis High School.

 Dobie will also face 
San Antonio Johnson Jan. 
12 at Lake Travis High 
School.
 The Lady Longhorns 
will attend the Port Nech-

es ISD Invitational Jan. 
10-12, where several of 
the state’s top programs 
wll also be in action. Dis-
trict 22-6A play begins 
Jan. 22.

 The Clear Brook boys’ 
and girls’ soccer programs 
are among those using the 
holiday break to prepare 
for the  upcoming season, 
and there are hgh hopes 
surrounding both.
 On the girls’ side of 
things, Jamie Scott is back 
to lead the Lady Wolver-
ines into action.

 The Lady Wolverines 
were 4-4-1 a season ago 
and in striking range of 
a playoff spot before a 
pair of ties and two loss-
es in the team’s final five 
matches quelled those as-
pirations. 
 This season, the Lady 
Wolverines will look to 
get off to a strong start at 

the Jan. 3-5 Humble ISD 
Classic.
 Meanwhile, Ricardo 
Canales is set for his first 
season as the Brook boys’ 
head coach after having 
been the varsity assistant 
for several seasons.
 The Wolverines will be-
gin their season at the Jan. 
3-5 Katy Showcase.

CB soccer has high hopes

CB, JFD boys’ hoops
to hit Medina invite
 There will be plenty of 
holiday basketball action 
on the hardwood as the 
Clear Brook and Dobie 
varsity boys’ teams will be 
in action at the Eric Me-
dina Memorial Christmas 
Classic Dec. 28 and Dec. 
29 at various locations 
across Pasadena ISD.
 Medina, a former Pasa-
dena High School basket-
ball player, died in 2015 
after experiencing a health 
issue while exercising on 
campus. The tournament, 
named in Medina’s honor, 
has expanded to dual 16-
team brackets this season.
 Clear Brook, under the 
guidance of first-year head 
coach Nathan Janak, is 
cast in the Platinum brack-
et and will take on Milby 
Friday, Dec. 28, in a 10:30 

a.m. contest at Sam Ray-
burn. The Wolverines will 
then face either Bellaire 
or Beaumont United in a 
second-round game, also 
Dec. 28.
 Dobie, in the Gold 
bracket, will host Heights 
Dec. 28, in a noon game 
at Dobie. The Longhorns 
will then face either Gal-
veston Ball or Stratford 
later in the day.
 The Gold and Platinum 
bracket championship 
games are set for Saturday, 
Dec. 29, at Phillips Field 
House. The Gold title 
game will tip off at 3 p.m., 
followed by the Platinum 
title game at 4:30 p.m.
 The Dobie varsity girls 
basketball team will head 
to  the Dec. 27-29 Barbers 
Hill ISD Classic.

Wishing our South Belt 
Neighbors a  Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year! 

“THE SOLD TEAM”
Sandra Yandell & Laura Yandell

281-464-SOLD

SAGEMONT BBQ
Mon. - Fri. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sat. 11 a.m. - 1 a.m. (Karaoke Night)

10% OFF
All Food Orders with this coupon. Expires 1/14/19

12132 Sabo Rd. Suite G (Across from Kroger)

www.sagemontbbq.com

832-672-6553
NOW OWNED & OPERATED BY SOUTH BELT RESIDENTS 

MIKE AND CHRISTIE GROSSHANS



Page 2, Section B, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Thursday, December 27, 2018

Editor’s note: As has be-
come an annual tradition 
at the Leader, we have 
taken a step back to take 
a look at the 2018 Year in 
Review.
 There were many spe-
cial moments over the 
course of the year – far 
too many to list in fact. 
So here we go. This is 
our best shot at remem-
bering the greatness 2018 
brought.
 The tournament has 
changed official names a 

few times over a 13-year 
span, but some things sim-
ply stay the same, espe-
cially in January.
 Coming up with a tre-
mendous defensive effort 
against Region IV power 
Brownsville Hanna, de-
fending Region III boys’ 
soccer champion Dobie 
came away with a 2-0 win 
in one of two trophy title 
matches at the Pearland/
Pasadena ISD Cup Jan. 6 
in Pasadena.
 It was Dobie’s third 
tournament championship 
win in four years and sec-
ond straight.
 Defeating Goose Creek 
Memorial 4-0 and then 
topping George Ranch 
4-2, the Longhorns fin-
ished pool play with 
a draw against Hous-
ton MacArthur, forging 
a championship match 
against Hanna. 
 Dobie entered the sea-
son ranked No. 2 in Re-
gion III by the Texas Asso-
ciation of Soccer Coaches, 
while Hanna was at No. 7 
in Region IV.
 San Jacinto College 
head baseball coach Tom 
Arrington added “Hall of 
Fame” to his signature, 
as the veteran coach en-
tered the National Junior 
College Athletic Asso-
ciation Baseball Hall of 
Fame during the JUCO 
World Series. The official 
announcement surround-
ing Arrington’s induction 
came in January.
 “I am shocked and sur-
prised. It hasn’t really sunk 
in yet,” said Arrington, 
who has now completed 
his 18th season at the helm 
of the San Jacinto College 
program. 
 “As a coach, my success 
starts with the players. 
They are the ones playing 
the game. It is my respon-
sibility to guide them and 
transition them along their 
path. I am very blessed 
and thankful to have this 
opportunity.”
 Entering 2018, Ar-
rington owned an overall 
record of 742-298 (.713) 
in his previous 17 years as 
head coach. 
 He has now guided 
San Jacinto College to 14 
conference titles, 12 re-
gional championships, six 
national runner-up finish-
es at the Junior College 
World Series, four third-
place national finishes and 
one fifth-place national 
finish.
 The high school head 
football coaching carou-

sel began to turn Jan. 22 
as Dwayne Lane, former-
ly of South Houston, was 
approved as the new head 
football coach and cam-
pus athletic coordinator at 
Clear Creek High School.
 In a move of pure for-
mality, the Clear Creek 
ISD board of trustees 
unanimously voted by a 
7-0 count to bring Lane to 
Clear Creek High School, 
where he replaced the re-
tired Darrell Warden.
 Lane’s move to Clear 

Creek came as little sur-
prise to those in the know, 
given his coaching experi-
ence at both Clear Creek 
and Clear Lake, as well 
as Alvin and others. Lane 
previously spent six years 
each at Clear Creek and 
Clear Lake.
 In five seasons at South 
Houston, the Trojans were 
just 15-35. However, the 
varsity team reached the 
postseason in 2016 and 
2017, both ending in 
bidistrict playoff losses to 
Kingwood.
 Clear Brook High 
School varsity football star 
Caleb Chapman, certainly 
in the conversation as the 
most productive wide re-
ceiver in the Houston area 
over the 2016 and 2017 
seasons, offi cially inked a 
letter  of intent with Texas 
A&M University.
 Chapman, who had 39 
touchdown grabs for his 
varsity career at Clear 
Brook, played early on for 
the Aggies but suffered a 
season-ending knee injury 
and is on track to be ready 
for the 2019 season. 
 The musical chairs 
game – that is high school 
football coaching – is con-
tinuing.
 Pearland ISD, mean-
while, has found its men 
for the Pearland and Daw-
son head coaching spots.
 The biggest news lo-
cally is that Mike Allison 
ended his three-year stay 
at Clear Brook after being 
selected to lead the Daw-
son program. 
 Allison had been the 
Eagles’ defensive coordi-
nator for eight seasons at 
Dawson before coming to 
Clear Brook in the spring 
of 2014.
 The Dobie varsity team 
tennis squad was rewarded 
following the 2017-2018 
season, with several play-
ers grabbing all-district 
first team honors.
 In mixed doubles, Do-
bie’s Alex Cuaping and 
Leilani Vargas were first-
team selections, and Emi-
ly Nguyen was the choice 
as first team girls’ singles 
ladder No. 3 player.
 Among the first team 
boys’ singles ladder hon-
orees, “Big” Tommy 
Nguyen and Cuaping were 
at No. 1 and No. 2, respec-
tively, with Alex Tamez at 
No. 5 and Sebastian Del-
gado at No. 6.
 Kevin Berneathy was 
named the new Dobie 
High School varsity foot-
ball head coach during 

a specially-called meet-
ing of the Pasadena ISD 
Board of Trustees Feb. 7.
 Berneathy served as the 
offensive coordinator at 
Angleton High School for 
the previous three years, 
where he helped lead the 
Wildcats to a 13-1 record 
and a 5A Division I Re-
gion 4 Championship in 
2017.
 With more than 10 
years of coaching experi-
ence, he also previously 
served as offensive co-

ordinator at La Marque 
High School, a defensive 
line coach at Dickinson 
High School and an offen-
sive line coach at La Porte 
High School.
 In varsity girls’ bas-
ketball news, Dobie var-
sity girls’ basketball head 
coach Shane Brown did 
not want to flip a coin this 
year. He preferred to let 
the players decide the final 
outcome on the hardwood.
 Well, his Lady Long-
horns took care of their 
business, defeating rival 
Deer Park 40-29, at Dobie, 
securing the team’s second 
straight District 22-6A 
crown.
 The Lady Longhorns 
went on to defeat North 
Shore in overtime, reach-
ing the area playoff round 
for the second straight sea-
son before a loss to Alief 
Elsik.
 In the excitement 
against North Shore, soph-
omore guard Charlee Pe-
ters forced overtime with 
a free throw with 14 sec-
onds left.
 In the overtime, Dobie 
got a lay-in from Alexis 
Oses and short jumpers 
from Briasia Garza and 
Destiny Estes. 
 After a late technical 
foul against North Shore, 
Dobie freshman guard Va-
nessa Lam hit one of two 
free throws to seal the vic-
tory.
 In one click of the re-
turn key, competing for a 
playoff berth in most team 
sports became much more 
difficult for the five Pasa-
dena ISD high schools.
 The University Inter-
scholastic League released 
its biannual athletics re-
alignment Feb. 1, sending 
shock waves in a variety of 
directions.
 Perhaps no deeper 
was the reverberation 
felt than within Pasadena 
ISD. In a nutshell, Deer 
Park, La Porte and West 
Brook (in all sports but 
football) were jettisoned 
from 22-6A beginning in 
2018-2019 and continuing 
through 2019-2020.
 That’s fine, but the new 
reality was a tough one to 
take. 
 The five PISD high 
schools, including Dobie, 
now compete in 22-6A 
along with Humble ISD’s 
four high schools, which 
include Atascocita, Hum-
ble, Kingwood and Sum-
mer Creek.
 The 2017-2018 swim-
ming season concluded at 

Dobie High School, but 
what memories several 
of the team’s competitors 
made this season.
 Having become the 
school’s new record-hold-
er in the 100-yard fl y at the 
District 22-6A Champion-
ships, senior Allie Park-
er then grabbed another 
school record at regionals.
 With Parker, David 
Lukner and others ex-
celling at the Region VI 
Championships, the Long-
horns fi nished 13th as a 
team with 84 points.
 As for Parker, she 
earned a time of 1 min-
ute, 6.39 seconds in the 
100-yard backstroke pre-
liminaries, setting a new 
school record in the fi nal 
competitive high school 
meet of her tremendous 
career.
 Lukner, a sophomore, 
delivered the best overall 
fi nish for Dobie at region-
als. Coming in at 4:40.67, 
Lukner was fourth in the 
500-yard freestyle. His 
brother, Joseph Lukner, 
was 11th in a time of 
5:02.47.
 In the 400-yard free-
style relay, the Longhorn 
boys were eighth overall, 
clocking in at 3:22.02 be-
hind the effort of David 
Lukner, Samuel Parker, 
Joshua Woernley and Jo-
seph Lukner.
 At 22.39, Woernley was 
ninth in the 50-yard free-
style, and Joseph Lukner’s 
time of 1:53.32 was 12th 
in the 200-yard freestyle 
event.
 Dobie also fared well 
for itself in the 200-yard 
freestyle relay in both di-
visions.
 Joseph Lukner, Parker, 
Victor Nguyen and Wo-
ernley teamed in the boys’ 
200-free, placing 11th in a 
time of 1:35.14.
 The Lady Longhorns’ 
200-yard freestyle relay, 
featuring Madison Cabal-
lero, Parker, Sophia Col-
menares and Bella Woern-
ley, placed 15th at 1:52.90.
 At 1:46.74, the Dobie 
boys’ 200-yard medley re-
lay squad placed 12th at 
1:46.74 as David Lukner, 
Parker, Woernley and 
Nguyen represented the 
locals. 
 Kingwood, now part of 
District 22-6A, won the 
boys’ and girls’ regional 
crowns.
 Dobie junior Jase 
Young took center stage 
for the Longhorns at the 
Jim Kethan Relays in Deer 
Park, reeling in a pair of 
third-place honors.
 Young and  Devin 
Childs booked the Long-
horns’ best fi nishes of the 
meet as the Dobie boys 
got things going. 
 In the 100-meter dash, 
Young’s time of 12.02 
seconds placed him third 
for a bronze medal. Shift-
ing to the 200-meter dash, 
Young again came up third 
as he delivered a clocking 
of 23.89.
 Childs’ third-place 

medal came in the shot 
put as his best throw of 42 
feet, 4 1/2 inches placed 
him third overall.
 Junior Justin Lavini-
er was fourth in the pole 
vault as he cleared 11-0, 
and teammate Christo-
pher Rolon was fi fth in 
the 110-meter hurdles at 
20.35.
 In the 300-meter hur-
dles, Mason Douglas 
crossed the fi nish line fi fth 
at 46.66, and Jeffrey Mc-
Call threw the discus 114-
0 for fi fth place.
 Dontavion Crosby’s 
best long jump effort was 
good for fi fth place at 18-
5, and Crosby also placed 
fi fth in the triple jump af-
ter making his way to 36-
1/2.
 Going up against a very 
talented fi eld of teams at 
the season-opening Wol-
verine Relays at Clear 
Brook, the host Wolver-
ines delivered a few bright 
moments.
 Long jumper Kenneth 
Pree, certainly aiming to 
get back into regional con-
tention during his senior 
season, got off to a great 
start.
 Going to the 21 feet, 11 
1/4 inch mark, Pree won 
the event, with teammate 
Loronzo Thompson plac-
ing fourth at a distance of 
20-7 1/2.
 The Wolverine boys’ 
4x100-meter relay squad 
was fi fth in a time of 43.05 
seconds, and the team’s 
4x400-meter squad was 
also fi fth, this time at 
3:30.41.
 On the girls’ side, soph-
omore Christina Wing-
er was sixth in the discus 
throw at 88-10.
 Four Clear Brook High 
School class of 2018 se-
niors decided where to 
continue their education 
and playing careers. 
 Boys’ soccer standout 
Jordan Greenshield, girls’ 
soccer team captain Cam-
eron Koerner and football 
players Jarrett Smith and 
Braelon Hill inked letters 
of intent.
 Greenshield is now at 
Seattle Pacifi c Universi-
ty in Seattle, while Ko-
erner, meanwhile, is at 
St. Mary’s University in 
San Antonio. Smith is a 
member of the Universi-
ty of Texas football pro-
gram, and Hill this season 
played at Kilgore College 
in Ranger, Texas.
 In his freshman sea-
son at Seattle Pacifi c, 
Greenshield played in fi ve 
matches, starting one.
 Koerner, meanwhile, 
started in goal for the 
Lady Rattlers seven times 
in 10 total matches.
 Twenty-nine total games 
played. More than 930 
minutes of high school bas-
ketball. Yet the Dobie varsi-
ty boys’ basketball season 
came down to the last sec-
ond of the regular season 
before the reward fi nally 
came.
 Dobie sophomore Mar-
quice Scott scored Mar-

quice Scott scored the 
game-winner at the buzzer 
as the Longhorns outlasted 
Pasadena Memorial 56-54 
at Dobie.
 The win qualified Do-
bie (13-16, 6-8) for the No. 
4 playoff seed in 22-6A, 
which meant a bidistrict 
playoff matchup against 
five-time 21-6A champion 
Atascocita (27-6).
 Atascocita’s boys, with 
five straight District 21-
5A titles to their credit, 
knocked out Dobie in the 
bidistrict round at North 
Shore High School. The 
Eagles used big second 
and third quarters to run 
away and hide en route to 
an 80-51 victory. 
 Dobie, which has now 
welcomed Atascocita to 
the 22-6A ranks, stayed 
within 20-18 after a quar-
ter before the Eagles out-
scored the locals 43-20 
over the next two.
 As was the case in the 
Pasadena ISD intermedi-
ate boys’ track and fi eld 
divisions, the Bondy Lady 
Patriots dominated the 
competition in the fi rst 
meet of the season at Aux-
iliary Stadium.
 Racking up an impres-
sive 255 points, Bondy 
was the easy winner in 
the eighth-grade division, 
with second-place South 
Houston amassing 140 
points.
 Beverly Hills was 
third with 75 points, and 
Thompson collected 56 
for fi fth place in the fi ve-
team division.
 At the seventh-grade 
level, the race to the fi n-
ish was closer, but Bondy 
wound up with a meet-
high of 172, outpacing 
second-place Miller’s 152 
points.
 Thompson had 100 
points for third place, with 
Beverly Hills next at 95 
points.
 Using its biggest of-
fensive explosion of the 
season, the Dobie varsi-
ty softball team crushed 
homestanding Clear 
Brook 11-2.
 The offense coming 
from many, Dobie banged 
out 15 hits, taking a 9-0 
lead before closing out 
the win to improve to 4-4 
overall this season. 
 In the circle, Miquela 
Guajardo was outstand-
ing for Dobie, going the 
distance and allowing just 
one earned run and four 
hits.
 All-District 24-6A 
pitcher Nicole Petty strug-
gled for Clear Brook, with 
she and reliever Jade Dick-
ens allowing eight earned 
runs. The Lady Wolver-
ines also made fi ve errors 
in the game.
 Dobie’s Taylor Pleas-
ants had a huge night, 
pounding out three hits,  
including a double. The 
power-hitting shortstop 
scored three runs and 
drove in a pair.
 Yvonne Whaley had 
two hits, as did Camryn 

The Lutheran South Academy boys’ soccer team captured the Texas Associ-
ation of Private and Parochial Schools Division II state championship after 
overcoming previously unbeaten Garland Brighter Horizons in a sudden death 
penalty kick session. Members of the team are, left to right, (fi rst row) Zach 
Giugliano, Jordan Hill, Will Pfeiffer, Levi Shaider, Noa Miller, Aaron Morales, 
Kyle Dagley, Blake Baggott, Matthew William, Mark Guigliano, Zach Rob-

erts, (second row) Eli Garrabrant, Joel Diaz, Nick Little, Alex Canales, Jacob 
Freeborn, Charlie Beck, (third row) Patrick Dooley, Hayden Huber, Bryan Ed-
wards, Fernando Bejarano, Ben French, Kyle Kerr, Darryl Sheer, Jonah Gar-
rabrant, Ian Schaider, Braden Leimkuhler and coaches Dikeh Agbor, Diego 
Santillan and Nate Hagge. The Pioneers fi nished the regular season with a 27-
7-3 record with the state title.

2018 – a year of outstanding sports achievements in South Belt community

In addition to helping lead their Clear Brook team to the regional champion-
ship, Kassandra Razo (left) and Adrianna Gammon reached state in individu-
al competition. Brook fi nished in the Final Four at the state competition, and 
Gammon advanced to the Great Eight in the individual competition before be-
ing downed by the No. 1 seed.

Hired Feb. 7 to lead the turnaround of the football program at Dobie High 
School, Kevin Berneathy did just that. Emphasizing a belief in the process, Ber-
neathy was eventually able to guide the varsity football team to a 7-3 fi nish 
and a playoff berth. Along the way, the Longhorns led the 22-6A ranks in total 
rushing yardage.                                                                          Photo by Jade Wise

Wincher and Jacqueline 
Garcia, who drove in a 
pair with a double. 
 The Lady Longhorns 
also got a big lift from 
Leslie Longoria, who dou-
bled among her three hits, 
and Martiza Elizalde, who 
tripled, scored a run and 
drove in two more.
 Midway through the 
District 22-6A varsity soc-
cer season, the Dobie var-
sity boys’ and  girls’ teams 
were trending in different 
directions.
 The biggest of big 
games awaited the Do-
bie and Memorial varsity 
boys’ soccer teams with 
first place on the line.  
 Dobie, despite a 1-0 
loss to Sam Rayburn, leapt 
to the top of the standings 
at 5-1-0 for 15 points.
 In that league race, 
Deer Park was comfort-
able at 5-0-1 for 22 points, 
with La Porte second after 
its 2-0 victory over Dobie.
 Dobie was still in good 
shape to grab a playoff slot 
down the stretch, but the 
race had suddenly turned.
 After earning a key 
point after a shootout loss 
to Deer Park, the Lady 
Longhorns were a win 
over La Porte away from 
popping into sole posses-
sion of second place. It, 
however, didn’t occur.
 The Lady Longhorns 
will play the rest of the 
season without key all-dis-
trict player Tania Collier, 
and then there are road 
games against Deer Park 
and La Porte in the second 
half of league play.
 Clear Brook senior 
bowler Kassandra Razo, 
who is now continuing 

the win.
 Staff ace Jacob Cantle-
berry allowed just one 
earned run over six in-
nings while fanning seven 
for the victory. 
 Reid Morgan was ter-
rifi c in relief, fanning fi ve 
and allowing just one hit 
over the fi nal three frames 
for the save. San Jacinto 
overcame striking out 16 
times in the game.
 Slugging four home 
runs in the fi rst of two 
games, the Gators rolled 
past Laredo 11-1 in seven 
innings.
 Matt Goodheart, Segio 
Macias, Soularie and Nick 
Neville all went deep in 
the game for the winners.
 Patrick Longstreet was 
named South Houston 
High School’s head foot-
ball coach/athletic coordi-
nator, giving the Trojans a 
new leader. 
 Longstreet had served 
as the offensive coordi-
nator for B.F. Terry High 
School at Lamar Consoli-
dated Independent School 
District for the previous 
seven years and helped 
lead the Rangers to a 5-5 
record in 2017.
 With more than 13 
years coaching experi-
ence, Longstreet also 
previously served as an 
assistant coach at both 
Clements High School and 
Bastrop High School.
 Dobie High School 
Class of 2017 graduate 
and current Lindenwood 
University freshman 
guard Jade Giron cele-
brated while cutting a 
portion of the net down 
after the Lions cap-

Continued on Page 6B

her education and bowl-
ing career at West Texas 
A&M University in Can-
yon, Texas, was inducted 
into the Greater Houston 
Coaches/Parents Associa-
tion’s Hall of Honor. 
 A four-year letterwin-
ner and one of the top 
bowlers in Brook histo-
ry, Razo has always been 
active in her community, 
raising funds for chari-
ty, including the Special 
Olympics and more. She 
was also a member of 
Clear Brook’s Peer Assis-
tance and Leadership pro-
grams and assisted in the 
senior living community. 
 The race to the Region 
XIV junior college base-
ball championship got 
underway and defending 
league champion San Ja-
cinto College was again 
looking like the team to 
beat.
 Moving to 12-2 overall 
early this year, the Gators  
opened Region XIV action 
with a three-game sweep 
of Laredo.
 The fi rst game was a 
nail-biter as the locals 
needed a pair of late home 
runs to win. After that, 
though, the Gator offense 
came alive for 26 runs 
over the fi nal two games.
 In the series opener 
Feb. 23, the Gators trailed 
2-1 through fi ve before 
scoring once each in the 
sixth, seventh and ninth 
innings for the 4-2 win.
 Mario Moralez hom-
ered in the top of the sixth 
inning to tie things at 2-2. 
Alerick Soularie then 
homered in the top of the 
ninth as part of a 3 for 5 
effort at the plate to ensure 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for more information, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club 
at 281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

6:30 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association meets at the Sagemont 
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd. For details, call 
Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the direc-
tor at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads 
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family 
members and friends of problem drinkers/addicts share, 
learn Al-Anon principles, that they are not alone, and 
discover choices available. For details, call 281-484-
9243.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, 
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787,  or drop in.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For women 
affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, 
Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, or 
drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-484-
9243.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a loved 
one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter and 
Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist Church 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. For details, call 281-
487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900 
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to RSVP 
for child care.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 to 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. Call 
409-454-5720 for details, or  drop in.

7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s Group, 12 
Step Recovery, open meeting Mondays, 7:30 to 8:30 
p.m. in the Education Bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 77089. For 
more information, call Russell at 832-483-6715.

NEW YEARS DAY
TUESDAY, JANUARY 1

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday,First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-
487-8787 or drop in.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Tuesdays, noon to 
1 p.m., Golfcrest Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., 
Pearland. Lunch is $15. Variety of interesting speakers. 
For details, call 281-900-7257. Email nalix@texasciti-
zensbank.com.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Carmeliters – a nondenominational senior citizen 
social group that meets at 15500 El Camino Real in 
Clear Lake on the fi rst and third Wednesdays at 9:30 
a.m. for a time fi lled with fun, fellowship, lending library, 
coffee and bingo. The meetings are open to anyone age 
50 or older and there are no dues. Day trips and extend-
ed trips are available. Deposits are being taken for the 
Classic Danube River Cruise with Oberammergau 
Passion Play (June 7 – 16, 2020.) Plan ahead to join 

the trips. For more information, call Marilyn at 713-947-
2388.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. 
Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the director at 
jpochsner@aol.com for details.

11:30 a.m.
Houston Hobby Airport Lions Club – meets monthly, 
first and third Wednesday, Golden Corral, 4021 Spencer 
Hwy., Pasadena. For information, email Teresa Dover at 
doverbookkeeper@aol.com.

11:30 a.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For details, call 
713-856-1611.

1 - 3:30 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has Hump Day Dance for 
free practice ballroom dances (not lessons) in a casual 
environment. A variety of rhythms are played from entry 
to advanced dancing levels at 1001 E. League City Pkwy. 
League City nonresidents must purchase activity card 
(see Tuesday 12:30 p.m. dance for details). Help is avail-
able to assist learning dance moves. For information on 
the activity card, call the city at 281-554-1180.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For 
information, call 713-856-1611.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 281-
286-2525 (24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domes-
tic violence/sexual abuse support group for women. Visit 
www.bayareaturningpoint.org for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC 
on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-484-9243.
 Continued on Page 4B
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a spin around the world 
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sometimes just a friend...
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11555 Beamer 

PISD Intermediate Girls’ Basketball Through Dec. 18
8L Records   District  Overall
Zone A  W L T   W L T
Thompson 3 0 0 5 0 0
Miller 1 1 0 3 2 0 
Southmore 2 0 0 2 3 0
San Jacinto 0 2 0 1 4 0
South Houston 0 3 0 0 5 0

Game Scores
Thompson 42, San Jacinto 14
Miller 32, South Houston 4

Zone B  W L T   W L T
Beverly Hills 3 0 0 5 0 0
Queens 2 0 0 4 1 0 
Bondy 1 1 0 2 3 0
Jackson 0 2 0 3 2 0
Park View 0 3 0 0 5 0

Game Scores
Beverly Hills 46, Jackson 25

Bondy 27, Park View 8

Queens 30, Southmore 26

8D Records   District  Overall
Zone A  W L T   W L T
Thompson 3 0 0 5 0 0
Southmore 2 0 0 2 3 0 
Miller 1 1 0 3 2 0
San Jacinto 0 2 0 2 3 0
South Houston 0 3 0 1 4 0

Game Scores
Thompson 33, San Jacinto 13
Miller 29, South Houston 8

Zone B  W L T   W L T
Queens 2 0 0 4 1 0
Bondy 2 0 0 4 1 0
Beverly Hills 2 1 0 3 2 0
Jackson 0 2 0 1 4 0
Park View 0 3 0 0 5 0 

Game Scores
Beverly Hills 25, Jackson 13

Queens 17, Southmore 9
Bondy 39, Park View 7

7L Records   District  Overall
Zone A  W L T   W L T
Thompson 3 0 0 5 0 0
San Jacinto 1 1 0 4 1 0 
Miller 1 1 0 4 1 0
South Houston 1 2 0 3 2 0 
Southmore 0 2 0 0 5 0

Game Scores
Miller 50, South Houston 5

Thompson 33, San Jacinto 11

Zone B  W L T   W L T
Beverly Hills 3 0 0 3 2 0
Queens 2 0 0 3 2 0
Bondy 1 1 0 2 3 0
Jackson 0 2 0 1 4 0 
Park View 0 3 0 0 5 0 

Game Scores
Queens 26, Southmore 12

Beverly Hills 27, Jackson 11
Bondy 40, Park View 18

7D Records   District  Overall
Zone A  W L T   W L T
Thompson 2 1 0 4 1 0
Southmore 2 0 0 3 2  0
Miller 1 1 0 3 2 0
San Jacinto 0 2 0 2 3 0 
South Houston 1 2 0 2 3 0

Game Scores
Thompson 26, San Jacinto 8
South Houston 17, Miller 14

Zone B  W L T   W L T
Beverly Hills 3 0 0 4 1 0
Queens 1 1 0 3 2 0 
Bondy 1 1 0 3 2 0
Park View 1 2 0 1 4 0
Jackson 0 2 0 1 4 0

Game Scores
Bondy 22, Park View 17

Queens 22, Southmore 20
Beverly Hills 26, Jackson 12

PISD Intermediate Boys’ Basketball Through Dec. 11
8A Records   District  Overall
Zone A  W L T   W L T
Thompson 2 0 0 4 0 0
San Jacinto 1 0 0 3 1 0
South Houston 1 1 0 2 2 0
Miller 0 1 0 1 3 0 
Southmore 0 2 0 0 4 0

Game Scores
San Jacinto 32, Southmore 21

Thompson 74, SouthHouston 33 

Zone B  W L T   W L T
Queens 2 0 0 3 1 0 
Beverly Hills 1 1 0 3 1 0
Bondy 0 1 0 2 2 0
Park View 1 1 0 1 3 0
Jackson 0 1 0 1 3 0

Game Scores
Bondy 44, Miller 31

Queens 46, Jackson 30

Park View 44, Beverly Hills 41

8B Records   District  Overall
Zone A  W L T   W L T
Thompson 2 0 0 4 0 0
San Jacinto 1 0 0 3 1 0
South Houston 1 1 0 3 1 0
Miller 0 1 0 1 3 0
Southmore 0 2 0 1 3 0 

Game Scores
San Jacinto 42, Southmore 30

Thompson 52, South Houston 26

Zone B  W L T   W L T
Beverly Hills 2 0 0 4 0 0
Park View 1 1 0 1 3 0 
Queens 1 1 0 1 3 0
Bondy 0 1 0 2 2 0
Jackson 0 1 0 0 4 0

Game Scores
Bondy 40, Miller 24

Queens 31, Jackson 29
Beverly Hills 42, Park View 32

7A Records   District  Overall
Zone A  W L T   W L T
South Houston 2 0 0 4 0 0 
San Jacinto 1 0 0 2 2 0
Thompson 1 1 0 3 1 0
Miller 0 1 0 0 4 0
Southmore 0 2 0 1 3 0

Game Scores
South Houston 69, Thompson 52

San Jacinto 40, Southmore 30

Zone B  W L T   W L T
Beverly Hills 2 0 0 4 0 0
Queens 2 0 0 2 2 0
Bondy 0 1 0 2 2 0
Jackson 0 1 0 0 4 0 
Park View 0 2 0 2 2 0 

Game Scores
Beverly Hills 71, Park View 21

Bondy 27, Miller 24

Queens 50, Jackson 41

7B Records   District  Overall
Zone A  W L T   W L T
Thompson 2 0 0 4 0 0
San Jacinto 1 0 0 3 1 0
Southmore 1 1 0 2 2 0 
Miller 0 1 0 1 3 0
South Houston 0 2 0 1 3 0

Game Scores
San Jacinto 34, Southmore 9

Thompson 47, South Houston 9

Zone B  W L T   W L T
Beverly Hills 2 0 0 4 0 0
Queens 2 0 0 3 1 0 
Jackson 0 1 0 0 4 0
Bondy 0 1 0 2 2 0
Park View 0 2 0 0 4 0

Game Scores
Bondy 45, Miller 12

Queens 19, Jackson 13
Beverly Hills 58, Park View 9

Dobie Longhorns
2019 Varsity Girls’ Soccer Schedule

 Date Opponent Time
 Dec. 28 Clear Creek scrimmage (V) noon

 Dec. 29 Alvin scrimmage (V)  noon

 Jan. 3 Concordia (Waller tourn.) 4:00

 Jan. 4 Cy-Ridge (Waller tourn.)  11 a.m.

 Jan. 5 Bellville (Waller tourn.)  1:30

 Jan. 10-11 at Port Neches tourn.  TBA

 Jan. 22 *Summer Creek (V)  5:30

 Jan. 26 *Pasadena (V)  noon

 Jan. 29 *Humble (San Jacinto)  7:30

 Feb. 1 *at Kingwood  7:30

 Feb. 5 *Atascocita (V)  5:30

 Feb. 8 *Rayburn (V)  5:30

 Feb. 12 *South Houston (V)  7:30

 Feb. 16 *Memorial (V)  2:00

 Feb. 23 *at Summer Creek  7:30

 Feb. 25 *Pasadena (V)  5:30

 March 1 *at Humble   7:30

 March 5 *Kingwood (San Jacinto)  7:30

 March 8 *at Atascocita   7:30

 March 11 *Rayburn (V)  6:00

 March 18 *South Houston (V)  6:30

 March 23 *Memorial (V)  10 a.m.

 * District 22-6A games  (V) Veterans Stadium

Dobie Longhorns
2019 Varsity Boys’ Soccer Schedule

 Date Opponent Time
 Dec. 28 at Morton Ranch scrimm. 1:00
 Dec. 31 at Klein scrimmage  4:00 
 Jan. 3 Channelview (V)  2:00
 Jan. 4 F.B. Clements (V)  11 a.m.
 Jan. 5 at Manvel  9 a.m.
 Jan. 10 at Juarez Lincoln  3:00
 Jan. 11 Seven Lakes (Austin)  1:00
 Jan. 12 S.A. Johnson (Austin)  8 a.m.
 Jan. 16 at Aldine Davis   7:30
 Jan. 22 *at Summer Creek  7:30
 Jan. 25 *Pasadena (V)  5:30
 Jan. 29 *at Humble  7:30
 Feb. 1 *Kingwood (V)  8:30
 Feb. 5 *at Atascocita  7:30
 Feb. 9 *Rayburn (V)  noon
 Feb. 11 *South Houston (V)  5:30
 Feb. 15 *Memorial (San Jacinto)  7:30
 Feb. 23 *Summer Creek (V)  10 a.m.
 Feb. 26 *Pasadena (V)  7:30
 March 1 *Humble (V)  8:30
 March 5 *at Kingwood   7:30
 March 8 *Atascocita (San Jacinto)  7:30

 March 11 *Rayburn (V)  2:00

 March 18 *South Houston (V)  8:30

 March 23 *Memorial (V)  4 p.m.

 * District 22-6A games  (V) Veterans Stadium

Brook Wolverines
2019 Varsity Girls’ Soccer Schedule

 Date Opponent Time

 Jan. 2 Texas City scrimmage (CH) 7:30

 Dec. 29 Alvin scrimmage (V)  noon

 Jan. 3-5 at Humble ISD Classic  TBA

 Jan. 8 at Santa Fe  7:30

 Jan. 10-12 at I-10 Shootout  TBA

 Jan. 15 Pearland (CH)  7:30

 Jan. 25 *at Clear Creek  7:30

 Jan. 29 *Clear Falls  7:30

 Feb. 1 *Clear Springs  7:30

 Feb. 8 *Dickinson  7:30

 Feb. 12 *Alvin  7:30

 Feb. 15 *Clear Lake  7:30

 Feb. 19 *Clear Creek  7:30

 Feb. 22 *at Clear Falls  7:30

 Feb. 26 *at Clear Springs  7:30

 March 7 *at Dickinson   7:30

 March 19 *at Alvin  7:30

 March 22 *at Clear Lake  7:30 

 * District 24-6A games  (CH) Challenger Stadium

Brook Wolverines
2019 Varsity Boys’ Soccer Schedule

 Date Opponent Time

 Dec. 31 at Houston Mem. scrimm. 7:00 

 Jan. 3-5 at Katy Showcase  TBA

 Jan. 8 C.E. King   TBA

 Jan. 10-12 at Clear Creek ISD tourn. TBA

 Jan. 15 at Texas City   7:30

 Jan. 18 at Santa Fe  7:00

 Jan. 22 Baytown Lee  TBA

 Jan. 25 *Clear Creek  7:30

 Jan. 29 *at Clear Falls  7:30

 Feb. 1 *at Clear Springs  7:30

 Feb. 8 *at Dickinson  7:30

 Feb. 12 *at Alvin  7:30

 Feb. 15 *at Clear Lake  7:30

 Feb. 19 *at Clear Creek  7:30

 Feb. 22 *Clear Falls  7:30

 Feb. 26 *Clear Springs  7:30

 March 7 *Dickinson   7:30

 March 19 *Alvin  7:30

 March 22 *Clear Lake  7:30 

 * District 24-6A games  (CH) Challenger Stadium



VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT

Southeast VFD needs you!
We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS 
Department. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving 
record check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 
7PM at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very 
limited training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon 
acceptance. If you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Depart-
ment, Forest Service, Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. 
You can visit our website:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download 
an application package and see some of the activities that we participate in 
yearly.  Please come to one of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers 
and join us in this very important and worthwhile activity. Become a valued 
and needed part of our growing community where Neighbors Help Neigh-
bors!  Your community needs you!  
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LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words 
- $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 

Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words 
- $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

HELP WANTED

Turn those unwanted items 
in your garage and closets 

into cash. Bring ads into the 
Leader office by Tuesday or 

use the mail slot by the front 
door.

11555 Beamer11555 Beamer
281-481-5656281-481-5656

CALENDAR
832-722-9061 or Carolyn Carmichael at 
832-372-3565 or visit https://youngpro-
fessionalstoastmasters.com/.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous 
HOW Meeting – Monday at St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church, 2535 E. Broadway, 
Pearland. Use door near recycling bins. 
For details, call 713-865-3668 or visit 
www.oahouston.org.

7 p.m.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – 
gives coping skills in a non-threatening 
environment to adults who have lost a 
loved one to suicide. For details email 
LynneAnnH@yahoo.com or visit www.
crisishotline.org or call 832-416-1177.

7:30 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli 
Folk Dancing Mondays, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 
16020 El Camino Real, 77062. $4/ses-
sion or $35/10 sessions for CSH mem-
bers and $5/session or $45/10 session 
for nonmembers. Everyone is welcome. 
For information, contact 281-488-5861 or 
csh@shaarhashalom.org.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint 
Luke’s Group, 12 Step Recovery, open 
meeting Mondays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in 
the Education Bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 
77089. For details, call Russell at 832-
483-6715.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 8 
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or 
drop in.

9:30 a.m.
CCART – The Clear Creek Association of 
Retired Teachers meets the second 
Tuesday, monthly, Sept.-May, 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m., Bay Area Community Center, 
5002 NASA Parkway in Seabrook near 
Landolt Pavilion. Texas-retired school 
employees from surrounding school dis-
tricts welcome. Annual dues are $50.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum 
– Exhibits include dioramas, a turn-of-
the-century doctor’s office and an old-
time kitchen. Tuesday through Friday, 
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, 
Pasadena. For details, call 713-472-0565.

10:30 a.m.
Tri-County Republican Women – 
General meetings are held the second 
Tuesday, except June and July, Golfcrest 
Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., 
Pearland. Lunch available for $15. Exact 
cash or a check requested. For reserva-
tions, call Susan Hooper at 832-723-
7671.

Noon
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Tues-
days, noon to 1 p.m., Golfcrest Country 
Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., Pearland. 
Lunch is $15. Variety of interesting speak-
ers. For details, call 281-900-7257 or 
email nalix@texascitizensbank.com.

12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
Free dance lessons – taught by Lewis 
and Betty Whistler (35 years of experi-
ence) at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 
E League City Parkway, on Tuesdays. 
Bringing a partner is not required. There 
is a different dance focus monthly. For 
details, call Betty at 832-517-5833. For 
questions about League City’s activity 
card, call the park offi ce at 281-554-1180.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – 
#1530 meets at the Sagemont Park 
Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., 
1:30 p.m. For information, call Jeanette 
Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

2 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – 
Tuesday, 2 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. 
For details or classes, contact Dr. Glandorf 
at drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or call 281-
488-6318.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for more infor-
mation, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Senior Club – Meets the 
second and fourth week monthly (Nov./
Dec. meet second week only) at Covenant 
United Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. 
Lots of activities, trips, etc. Call Jan 
Okumura at 832-298-9480 for details.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 
16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at 
jpochsner@aol.com for more informa-
tion.

1 - 3:30 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has Hump 
Day Dance to practice ballroom dances 
(not lessons) in a casual environment. A 
variety of rhythms are played from entry 
to advanced dancing levels at 1001 E. 
League City Pkwy. League City nonresi-
dents must purchase activity card (see 
Tuesday 12:30 p.m. dance for details). 
Help is available to assist learning dance 
moves. For details information on the 
activity card, call the city at 281-554-
1180.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at 
CrossRoads UMC on Wednesday, 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, 
call 281-484-9243.

Continued from Page 3B
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7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast W7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or 
drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games 
Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 
Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-
1911 or email the director at jpochsner@
aol.com for details.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 4
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” 
Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or 
drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 
16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at 
jpochsner@aol.com for details.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets 
at CrossRoads UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family members 
and friends of problem drinkers/addicts 
share, learn Al-Anon principles, that they 
are not alone, and discover choices avail-
able. For details, call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast 
with Bill”, Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787,  or drop in.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, 
English) – For women affected by an 
addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room 
#111. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games 
Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea 
Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-
1911 or email the director at jpochsner@
aol.com for additional information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at 
CrossRoads UMC on Wednesday, Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-484-
9243.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games 
Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea 
Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-
1911 or email the director at jpochsner@
aol.com for details.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For adults who 
have lost a loved one. Meets Sundays, 
except Mother’s Day, Easter and 
Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena. For details, call 281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 
12-Step Program, Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in 
the Chapel at Life Church, 9900 Almeda 
Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to 
RSVP for child care.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at 
CrossRoads UMC on Wednesday, Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

MONDAY, JANUARY 7
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 to 11 
a.m. Literature Study. In His Presence 
Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, 
Deer Park. Enter through back of church. 
Call 409-454-5720 for details, or  drop in.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 
16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at 
jpochsner@aol.com for details.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Literature Study. 
In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 
East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through 
Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 
409-454-5720 for details, or drop in.

2 p.m.
Genealogy Group – Parker Williams Ge-
nealogy group meets from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
fi rst and third Monday at the Parker Wil-
liams Library, Beamer at Scarsdale. Public 
is invited. For details, email Liz Hicks at 
erootrot@usa.net. 

6 p.m.
New Directions Singles – Age 50 and 
older meets the first and third Mondays for 
a potluck dinner with activities and/or 
guest speakers at Webster Presbyterian 
Church, 201 W. NASA Pkwy. For details, 
call Margarita at 832-715-9658.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at 
IHOP, 11222 Fuqua. Come, improve 
crossword playing skills. Call 281-488-
2923 for details.

6:30 p.m.
Toastmasters – The Young Professionals 
Southeast Toastmasters Club #05324194 
meets Mondays, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., at the 
Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale 
Blvd., in room 110 D (except when library 
is closed). For details, call Karen Nunn at 

Advertise in the 
Leader!

✯✯✯✯✯✯

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 1-31
SOUTHBELT - Data-
Systems - Hard Drive 
Data  Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, 
Suite 120, 281-481-0909. 
E-mail: sds@walkerlaw.
com. TF

LOST PET
LOST – YOUNG, SMALL, 
black cat (with chip) in 
Kirkwood South subdivi-

sion near Kirkvale and 
Kirkshire. Last seen on 
Sunday, Nov. 11. Please 
call 713-818-6049 if 
found. TF

 MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE: Side-by-side 
refrigerator with ice 
maker. Excellent condi-
tion, see working. 713-
557-9348 12-27 
FOREST PARK EAST 
CEMETERY: Three spac-
es, choice location Sec-
tion 206, lot 89, spaces 7, 
8, 9. Call 281-487-7932.  
 TF

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

Join us on Facebook!
Get local news 
and updates 
between 
issues!

Looking to sell or lease your home?

Let us help you!
Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington 

Leader's weekly Real Estate section!

11555 Beamer • 281-481-5656

ESTATE SALE BY APPOINTMENT
Liquidating Inventory of Antique Shop

 Shop in Private Big Discounts
 CASH ONLY Monica Dressler
 409-750-3688 AEP Estate Liquidation
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A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
 832-692-7754

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

Advertise in 
the Leader!

LAWN & GARDEN

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

281-487-2234
ACCREDITED

BUSINESS

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Looking to improve your yard the easy   way?
Call the     Leader 

Advertisers for your Lawn & Garden!
11555 Beamer
281-481-5656

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

Support Leader 
Advertisers!

Willie’s Concrete Works  

Serving the South Belt area 30+ years

281-484-7712
INSURED

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

76 Dobie Grad
9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com

281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPPLLLLUUUUMMMMBBBBIIIINNNNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

CARPENTER
  SHEETROCK    CARPENTRY REPAIRS

  DOORS    PAINTING    FLOORS
  ROTTEN WOOD    ROOFING

Gary Sallman  713-816-4099

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoors.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

Free Service Call with Repairs

A ALL BRAND APPLIANCE

AIR & HEAT
SINCE 1972

TACLB5017E

Sageglen Resident For Over 20 Years

$100.00 Off New Equipment

713-451-0753     281-535-0402

Support

Leader

Advertisers

Carpentry / Repairs
Doors  Floors  Drywall 

Fascia/Soffit  Painting  Rotten Wood
Alan Sallman

713-515-3781  alansallman@comcast.net

Let the 
Leader help 

with your 
advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR HEATING INSPECTION

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

281-779-5053
blessingpainting@yahoo.com

www.blessingpainting.com
www.facebook.com/zamudio.poly

OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

832-768-6292

CALL TODAY !

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust  NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

It’s not to soon! Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

TACLB002755C

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

CURRY INC.
A/C - HEATING SERVICE

We Service All 
Brands & Models

Fall / Winter Checkups

713-643-5765
832-524-6854

Serving the Houston Area since 1965
TACLA#023879E

Advertise

in the

Leader!

281-481-5656

Visit us online at
www.southbeltleader.com
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Military & First
Responder
Discounts

We accept Visa/MC/Discover/Amex

Located on Beamer Rd.
Corner of Beamer @ Dixie Farm Rd.
Military & First

Responder
Discounts

BOOM
BOOMS

FIREWORKS
facebook.com/boomboomsfireworks

$ 119

$ 5 each   $ 3 each

$ 15
$ 12

$ 35  $ 29

$ 99

$ 4  $ 3$ 25 $ 20

$ 1.50  
$ 1

Side fuse
$ 3.50
$ 2.50

Open Now
thru Midnight 

Jan 1st

Open Now
thru Midnight 

Jan 1st

B
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Dixie Farm Rd.

Beltway 8

Scarsdale Blvd.

Hughes Rd.

Boom
Booms

Free Firecrackers 
with this ad only. No copies or reproductions allowed. Purchase is required.

At right, the South 
Belt Girls Softball As-
sociation’s 10-under 
Momentum softball 
team went undefeated 
to win the tournament 
championship at the 
Gene Campbell Sports 
Complex in Conroe. 
Members of the team 
are, left to right, (front 
row) Arianna Serna, 
Chloe Coronado, Va-
nessa De La Fuente, 
Lizandra Garcia, Na-
talie De Hoyos, (back 
row) coach Fernando 
Nunez, Khloe Nunez, 
Persephone Soria, 
Kennedy Gupton, 
Eniko Sanchez, Avril 
Escamilla and coach 
Freddy De La Fuente.

Submitted photo

10-U Momentum
wins tourney title
at Conroe event

Groom & Board

281-484-9655

Exceptional Grooming at Common
Sense Prices

Tues.-Sat.
7am-6pm

BFBGrooming.com

11506 Hughes Rd.
South Belt @ Hughes

Could I be Pregnant?

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South

Crisis Pregnancy Center

I  need  a  p regnancy  tes t

I  need  to  know wha t  to  do

Houston Auto Emporium
Established 2006

Family – Trust – Respect
Low Down Payments
In-house Financing Available
Used Car Specials
Certified Repair Shop
State Inspection

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Free Mechanic Inspection OR

$250 Off Down Payment
14222 Gulf Frwy., Houston, TX 77034

281-481-1700   www.houstonauto.net

Flood problems?
You can go home again...

Let Farmers® help.
At Farmers, we know that you insure 

your home to get things back to normal 
if something unexpected happens. That’s 

why you’ll love the friendly, thorough service 
you get from a Farmers agent. Call me 
and get a quote on the insurance that 
helps get you back where you belong.

Michael W. Jewell, CLU
12929 Gulf Freeway
Suite 112 (Fuqua Exit)

281-481-2121
farmersagent.com/mjewell

Continued from Page 2B
tured the Mid-Amer-
ica Intercollegiate 
Athletics Associa-
tion’s women’s basketball 
postseason tournament title 
with a 58-51 win over Fort 
Hays State University. 
 It earned the Lions their 
first-ever NCAA Divi-
sion II postseason berth in 
program history. Linden-
wood, 20-12 and the win-
ner of six straight games, 
took on Central Region 
host and top-seed Augus-
tana University (Sioux 
Falls, S.D.), losing that 
first-round playoff game.
 Dobie sophomore 
standout Daniel Garza 
flirted with a no-hitter 
before Clear Brook broke 
through, but the sopho-
more was nonetheless ter-
rific in leading the Long-
horns to a 7-4 win over the 
Wolverines.
 Mixing his pitches well, 
Garza held the Wolverines 
hitless through 5 1/3 in-
nings before a hit  came.
 San Jacinto College 
quickly staked its claim 
to first place in the Region 
XIV South Division race  
with a 6-0 start, courtesy 
of three game sweeps over 
Laredo and Wharton.
 SJC, 15-3 overall this 
season at that point, got 
terrific pitching over the 
three-game series against 
Wharton, which included 
4-1, 5-4 and 10-0 victo-
ries.
 The Clear Brook girls’ 
bowling program captured 
its fi rst-ever regional title, 
which includes a berth in 
the state competition, join-
ing Dobie. 
 Members of the Brook 
team included Alexis Her-
nandez, Xander Mata, 
Lynn Cao, Rabeeah Bha-
thy, Adrianna Gammon, 
Kassandra Razo, Kayla 
Chavez and Allison Lee.
 In addition to helping 
lead their Clear Brook 
team to the regional cham-
pionship, Razo and Gam-
mon reached state in indi-
vidual competition.  
 Dobie High School 
graduate and Paris Col-

lege sophomore pitcher 
Tyler Myers continued to 
lead the way for the Drag-
ons early in the 2018 sea-
son.  
 Myers, who is now set 
to pitch as a junior at the 
University of Mississippi, 
improved his record to 4-0 
with a 6-1 victory over Pa-
nola in support of Paris. 
 Myers, who only be-
gan pitching on a regular 
basis as a senior at Dobie 
in 2016, was the Dragons’ 
closer  in 2017 and is back 
in the bullpen with Ole 
Miss. 
 Against Panola last sea-
son, Myers threw a two-hit 
complete game, allowing a 
home run for the Ponies’ 
run and striking out four.  
 Myers has gone 4-0 
with a 2.45 earned run av-
erage over 33 innings.
 Defeated two years run-
ning in the regional fi nal, 
the Lutheran South Acad-
emy varsity soccer team 
simply wouldn’t settle for 
the same during the 2018  
season.
 Instead, the Pioneers 
pushed things to the very 
end, handing Garland 
Brighter Horizons its fi rst 
loss of the season en route 
to winning the Texas Asso-
ciation of Private and Pa-
rochial Schools Division 
II state championship in a 
sudden death shootout.
 Goalkeeper Kyle Dag-
ley stopped Brighter Hori-
zons’ fi rst and fourth shots 
in the shootout session, 
with the Pioneers success-
ful on each of their fi rst 
four. 
 What ensued was noth-
ing short of pandimonium 
as the Pioneers celebrat-
ed their fi rst state title in 
boys’ soccer since 1984.
 Head coach Nate Hag-
ge took over the program 
prior to the 2016 season 
and watched as his team 
fell in consecutive seasons 
one step short of the state 
tournament. Not this time.
 “You always start a sea-
son with the goal of win-
ning another district title 
so you can have a chance 
to win in the playoffs,” 

Hagge said. 
 “Once we did that, it 
was about taking it one 
match at a time and get-
ting it done. Obviously 
we thought we had a good 
shot at it, but you still have 
to go play.”
 The title was likely to 
eventually come anyway, 
but it was Dobie’s emphat-
ic delivery that wound up 
netting the varsity boys’ 
soccer program its fourth 
straight District 22-6A 
championship.
 Midway through the 
first half, the Longhorns 
scored goals just 30 sec-
onds apart for a 2-0 half-
time lead over La Porte.
  A hail of second-half 
goals then provided the 
final punches as the locals 
went on to win 8-1.
 Family and friends cel-
ebrated senior night prior 
to the match, and Dobie 
head coach Justo Man-
rique properly extended 
extra playing time early 
on to those of the Class of 
2018.  
 In the end, sev-
enth-place La Porte had 
little chance as the Long-
horns won their 12th 
straight 22-6A match, 
moving to 12-1 overall 
with the season finale 
against Memorial ren-
dered pointless.
 Gulf Coast State Col-
lege (Fla.) used a 15-8 
fourth-quarter run to hold 
off the San Jacinto College 
women, advancing to the 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association’s Di-
vision I Basketball Cham-
pionships with a 54-45 
victory.
 While second-seeded 
GCSC moved on to the 
Elite Eight and maintained 
national title hopes, San 
Jacinto’s women’s bas-
ketball program officially 
ended. Yet what a run it 
was.
 Winning nine straight 
games, San Jacinto ad-
vanced to nationals for the 
second straight season. An 
opening-round win over 
Hutchinson (Kansas) gave 
the program its first-ev-
er national tournament 
win. 
 Against GCSC, it 
simply wasn’t meant to 
be. All-American guard 
Eryka Sydney scored 17 
points to lead San Jacin-
to, and Princess Clemons 
added 11 more. 
 Deer Park stayed atop 
the District 22-6A softball 
world, but Dobie sent a 
strong message by push-
ing the Lady Deer to the 
limit.
 The defending 22-6A 
champion Lady Deer got 
three hits and a pair of runs 
from Courtney Plochek, 
and reliever Alysa Torres 
got a huge double-play li-
neout in the sixth inning as 
Deer Park held off Dobie 
5-4, but the locals stayed 
in the hunt throughout. 
 The Lady Deer led 3-0 
before Dobie scored three 
runs in the third inning to 
tie the game. Alana Ortega 
singled and scored before 
Taylor Pleasants rocketed 
a two-run homer to knot 
the game at 3-3.
 Deer Park went ahead 
in the bottom of the fourth 
inning on an RBI single 
by Plocheck, and Sarah 
Vanderford’s RBI double 
scored Plocheck for a 5-3 
Deer Park lead.
 Trailing again, Dobie 
responded in the top of the 
fi fth inning. Leslie Longo-
ria singled, stole second 
base and moved to third 
base on an error before she 
came home on  Pleasants’ 
ground out.
 Dobie also got a run-
ner to fi rst base with one 
out, but Dani Colunga’s 
line drive to shortstop was 
caught and turned into 
a double play to end the 
frame.
 Dobie senior Victoria 
Onozie  was named the De-
fensive Player of the Year 
in District 22-6A following 
the 2017-2018 season af-
ter leading the Lady Long-
horns’ varsity basketball 
team to a second consecu-
tive league championship 
and subsequent bidistrict ti-
tle. 
 Onozie, a three-year var-
sity letter winner, was also 
the Lady Longhorns’ top 
scorer and rebounder during 
the season. Over her junior 
and senior campaigns, she 
helped the program go 
26-2 in 22-6A action.

 In the District 22-6A 
varsity boys’ ranks, Do-
bie’s Justin Thomas and 
D.J. Garrett made the 
first team all-league list. 
Clear Brook’s Kendrick 
Christian was a first-team 
pick in the District 24-6A 
ranks.
 On certainly not the 

prettiest of days, Dobie 
and Memorial combined 
to play a not so pretty soft-
ball game.
 Yet in this heated ri-
valry, Dobie’s 4-1 victory 
over the Lady Mavericks 
was as beautiful as they 
come for the locals.
 With the win, Dobie 

ended the first half of Dis-
trict 22-6A play at 5-2, a 
game ahead of Memorial, 
which fell to 4-3. Deer 
Park was a perfect 7-0, 
with La Porte at 6-1.
 It was again a playoff 
chase that was destined 
to go down to the wire in 
terms of playoff seeding. 

 Thanks to pitchers Al-
ana Ortega and Mique-
la Guajardo, star center 
fielder Yvonne Whaley 
and others on Dobie’s 
side, the Lady Longhorns 
were able to gain an edge 
over their rivals as the first 
round of league play com-
pleted.

 Ortega pitched around 
bases-loaded trouble both 
in the first and third in-
nings, but would not sur-
render the big blow as Do-
bie went on to win.
 That’s all for now, 
Leader readers. But start-
ing with the Jan. 10, 2019 
issue, we will have anoth-

er look back at the year in 
review. What were more 
of the year’s biggest mo-
ments? Who else stole the 
show individually in the 
area? The Leader staff is 
taking a bit of a break for 
the holidays, but things 
will be back in line soon 
enough.

South Belt’s 2018 sports season was another spectacular one
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