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 Houston police are investigating after skeletal 
human remains were discovered Tuesday, Dec. 
29, in a wooded area in the 10100 block of Min-
nesota Street near Windmill Lakes Boulevard 
and Almeda Genoa.
 According to investigators with the Houston 
Police Department, the remains were discovered 
around 1:15 p.m. in a long-vacant piece of prop-
erty near the dead end of Minnesota Street when 

a work crew was clearing land in the wooded 
area for a future development.
 Investigators  confi rmed the remains were hu-
man. Other details, however, remained scarce at 
press time.
 “The identity, gender and cause of death of 
the individual are pending verifi cation by the 
Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences,” a 
statement from HPD investigators said.

 Police also said they currently do not know 
how long the remains had been there.
 A FOX 26 News story reported the remains 
were that of a male, but investigators could not 
confi rm that at press time, saying the autopsy re-
sults are still pending.
 The Houston Police Department and Harris 
County Institute of Forensic Sciences are inves-
tigating the incident as a homicide.
 Aerial footage showed investigators combing 

through the lot, which had recently been pur-
chased for development. No additional evidence 
or personal items have been publicly disclosed.
 The ongoing  investigation – which garnered 
national media attention – is pending results 
from the Harris County Institute of Forensic Sci-
ences.
 Anyone with information in this case is urged 
to contact the HPD Homicide Division at 713-
308-3600.

HPD launches investigation

Human remains were discovered Tuesday, Dec. 29, at the dead end of a street near Wind-
mill Lakes. Found by workers in the 10100 block of Minnesota Street, the remains were too 
old to immediately determine the gender of the individual, investigators said. An autopsy 
will be conducted by Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences to determine this, as well 
as the cause of death. Houston police are shown above combing through the area searching 
for clues.  Photo courtesy of Houston Police Department

Pct. 8 deputy saves driver

Precinct 8 Deputy D. Lozano was credited with saving the life of a female driver around 
1:15 a.m. Friday, Dec. 19, when the woman’s vehicle burst into fl ames following an ac-
cident on the Gulf Freeway near Scarsdale Boulevard. The female was transported to a 
nearby hospital to be treated for burns. Lozano received widespread recognition for his 
heroic efforts.  Photo courtesy of Precinct 8 Constable Phil Sandlin

 After consultation with the Harris County 
District Attorney’s Offi ce, a blood draw war-
rant was drawn and executed, and the driver was 
subsequently booked into the Harris County Jail 
without incident. 
 That same day on Jan. 
1, deputies observed a 
vehicle failing to main-
tain a single lane of traf-
fi c, at one point almost 
striking the right-side 
wall on the shoulder.
 Deputies activated 
emergency lights and si-
rens. However, the driv-
er failed to yield, leading 
deputies on a short, very 
slow-speed pursuit. The 
vehicle was eventually stopped, and deputies 
contacted the driver, who displayed clear signs 
of intoxication.
 The driver was identifi ed as Walter Aguilar 
and transported to the 
Pearland Jail, where a 
full DWI investigation 
was conducted. Agui-
lar agreed to provide a 
breath specimen, which 
revealed results more 
than twice the legal lim-
it.
 The Harris County 
District Attorney’s Of-
fi ce was contacted, and 
Aguilar was transported 
to the Harris County Joint Processing Center, 
where he was booked for DWI and eluding.
  Continued on Page 2

 Deputies with the Harris County Precinct 2 
Toll Road Division ramped up its DWI patrols 
over New Year’s weekend, making at least four 
such arrests.
 On Thursday, Jan. 1, 
deputies observed a ve-
hicle weaving across 
multiple lanes of traf-
fi c without signaling, 
prompting a traffi c stop. 
Upon making contact 
with the driver, later 
identifi ed as 21-year-old 
Mark David Jimenez, 
deputies observed signs 
of impairment. A DWI 
investigation was initiat-
ed, and Standardized Field Sobriety Tests were 
conducted.
 Based on the results of the investigation, 
Jimenez was determined to be impaired and 
was arrested for driving 
while intoxicated.
 A similar incident 
took place Thursday, 
Jan. 1, when deputies 
observed another vehicle 
on Beltway 8 weaving in 
and out of traffi c without 
the use of a signal, lead-
ing to a traffi c stop. 
 Upon making contact 
with the driver, identi-
fi ed as 37-year-old Tara 
Barber, deputies observed 
multiple signs of impairment. A DWI investiga-
tion was initiated, and Standardized Field Sobri-
ety Tests were attempted but Barber refused.

 Another year has passed, and the Leader 
staff would like to refl ect on the more import-
ant stories of 2025, including both the highs 
and lows of an unforgettable year.

January
 The year began with an announcement that 
the Macy’s at Almeda Mall would be one of six 
in the state to close due to low performance. A 
total of around 150 stores were to close nation-
wide over the next three years, store offi cials 
said at the time. Originally opened as Foley’s 
in 1966, the Almeda Mall location changed 

its name in 2006 when the two companies 
merged. The location celebrated its 50th anni-
versary in 2016. This marked the fi rst time in 
the mall’s 60-year history it was left without 
an anchor store. 
 An unsettling incident took place at Jes-
sup Elementary when a 4-year-old student was 
found with a loaded gun in his backpack. The 
child’s parent was arrested, and the case re-
ignited community conversation about secure 
fi rearm storage and parental responsibility.
 Dobie High School announced its 2025 

Class of Hall of Honor inductees, recogniz-
ing three alumni, two faculty members (a mar-
ried couple) and one volunteer (also an alumni 
and faculty member). Inducted alumni includ-
ed Ahmed Badr, Jean Liew and Audrey Cas-
toreno Atkinson; inducted faculty members in-
cluded the science-teaching duo of longtime 
husband-wife team of Jeanne and Louis Par-
langeli; and (alumni and former faculty mem-
ber) Jim Sawyer was inducted for his volun-
teer work in the community.
 Winter arrived unusually early for many 
residents when a rare snow event blanketed the 
South Belt community with 3 to 4 inches, pro-
ducing temporary closures, a fl urry of photos 
and brief disruptions to daily routines.

February
 The Leader celebrated its 50th anniversary, 
with the newspaper publishing several vintage 
photos – a trend that would continue through-
out the year.
 Troubling headlines emerged when Dobie 
graduate and Houston Police Department vet-
eran Daryn Edwards was arrested on multiple 
felony charges involving child abuse and child 
pornography. 
 San Jacinto College was recognized as one 
of America’s Top Online Colleges for 2025, 
according to a new study released by News-
week. Published on Newsweek’s website and 
print publications late last year, the ranking 
placed San Jacinto College 42nd out of 250 in-
stitutions nationwide to make the list. Califor-
nia State University’s online program topped 
the list.
 The South Belt neighborhood mourned the 
loss of one of its most active community lead-

ers with the passing of Julia Sweet who died 
Feb. 11 at the age of 86. Originally from Kan-
sas City, Mo., Sweet moved to the burgeon-
ing Sagemont community in 1974 and would 
remain in the area for the next 51 years, vol-
unteering in numerous capacities, particularly 
local Girl Scout and Boy Scout programs.

March
 The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce annual gala, themed “Bollywood Nights,” 
honored outgoing Pasadena ISD Superintendent 
Dr. DeeAnn Powell as Citizen of the Year. The 
event also paid tribute to Leader publisher Ma-
rie Flickinger’s legacy and recognized San Ja-
cinto College Chancellor Brenda Hellyer for her 
leadership.
 A man was shot outside a nightclub on 
Nyack Drive near Scarsdale and the Gulf Free-
way shortly after the business closed at 2 a.m. 
Sunday, March 9. According to Houston po-
lice, the victim was a driver, who witnesses 
said was attempting to run over people in the 
street following an altercation. Witnesses re-
ported that the shooter had been struck by the 
victim’s vehicle and retaliated by jumping on 
the car’s hood and opening fi re on the driver. 
The 23-year-old victim later resurfaced at a 
nearby McDonald’s drive-thru, prompting em-
ployees to call police.
 Former Thompson Intermediate Principal 
Dr. Toni Lopez was selected to be the next 
Pasadena ISD superintendent. Lopez replaced 
outgoing Superintendent Dr. DeeAnn Powell 
who announced in October she was retiring af-
ter serving PISD 30 years.
 The Year in Review will continue in next 
week’s Leader.

Human remains found near Windmill Lakes
Autopsy results pending on skeletal remains; cause of death, gender remain unknown

HPD’s PIP set for Jan. 19
 The Houston Police Department’s Positive 
Interaction Program will meet at 6 p.m. Mon-
day, Jan. 19, at Grace Church, 14505 Gulf 
Freeway Classroom No. 103. Guest speaker 
to be announced. 
 Begun in 1983, HPD’s PIP involves police 
and community members working together 
for safer neighborhoods. PIP meetings typ-
ically take place the third Monday of each 
month. 
 For additional information, contact HPD 
Officer C. Castillo at castillo@houstonpo
lice.org or 832-395-1777.

City to collect heavy trash
 City residents living in the South Belt com-
munity south of Fuqua will have heavy trash 
pickup Thursday, Jan. 8 (second Thursday of 
the month). City residents north of Fuqua (and 
west of the Gulf Freeway) will have heavy 
trash pickup Friday, Jan. 9 (second Friday 
of the month). January is for tree waste only. 
Pickups may be delayed. For additional infor-
mation, visit www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste 
or call 311.

Coffee with the Constable
 Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Jerry 
Garcia will be at Donut Haven, 10802 Hughes 
Road at Beamer, from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. each 
Thursday morning as part of the weekly Coffee 
with the Constable series. 
 For additional information, call Sagemont 
Civic Club President Kay Barbour at 713-419-
3545.

Lakes of Golfcrest to meet
 Lakes of Golfcrest HOA will hold its quar-
terly meeting at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 8, at 
the Sagemeadow MUD Building, 10755 Hall 
Road at Blackhawk.

Ellington eRecycling set
 The City of Houston Solid Waste Manage-
ment Department’s monthly electronic recy-
cling event will take place Saturday, Jan. 10, at 
the Neighborhood Recycling Center at Elling-
ton Airport from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
 Recycling electronics keeps potentially 
harmful materials, such as mercury, cadmi-
um, lead and cathode ray tubes out of the waste 
stream and the environment. 
 Items accepted are PCs, servers, keyboards, 
mice, laptops, game consoles, monitors, small 
kitchen appliances, memory chips, hubs and 
routers, printers, copiers, scanners, fax ma-
chines, projectors, rechargeable batteries, ca-
ble boxes, car batteries, telephones, cellphones, 
PDAs, tape drives, hard drives, cords, cables 
and cameras.
 The collection events take place the second 
Saturday of each month. For additional infor-
mation, visit www.houstonsolidwaste.org or 
call 311.

New Covenant feeds needy
 Each month, New Covenant Christian 
Church, 10603 Blackhawk at Kirkfair, will 
have food distribution events the fi rst and third 
Wednesday from 1 to 2 p.m. and the second 
and fourth Saturday of the month from noon 
to 1 p.m. or until supplies last. The purpose of 
the events is to provide food to people in need. 
For additional information, contact the church 
at 281-484-4230.

Beltway closures planned
 At least one northbound Beltway 8 front-
age road lane will be closed from Spencer 
Highway to Greenshadow continuously 
through 11:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31, 2026.
 At least one southbound Beltway 8 front-
age road lane will be closed from Pasadena 
Boulevard to Fairmont Parkway continuous-
ly through 11:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31, 
2026.
 At least one southbound Beltway 8 front-
age road lane will be closed from SH-225 to 
Red Bluff Road continuously through 11:30 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31, 2026.
 Associated with the ongoing project to 
widen Beltway 8 from two to four lanes in 
each direction, the closures are expected to 
cause signifi cant delays throughout the next 
year.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from SH 96/
Calder/Brittany Bay in League City to FM 
519/Main Street in La Marque daily from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and from 8:30 p.m. to 5 
a.m. until further notice.  
 At least one northbound and one south-
bound frontage road lane on the Gulf Free-
way will be closed from Deats Road in Dick-
inson to FM 2004/Camp Wallace Access in 
Texas City from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. until further 
notice.
  At least one northbound and one south-
bound main lane and frontage road lane on 
the Gulf Freeway will be closed from FM 
519/Main Street in La Marque to Tiki Drive 
in Galveston daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and nightly from 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m. until 
further notice.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Pct. 2 deputies crack down on DWIs 
At least 4 DWI arrests made over New Year’s weekend

Mark Jimenez

Tara Barber

Walter Aguilar

Brandon Bucio

hospital in stable condition, while the driver suf-
fered major injuries and was transported in critical 
condition.
 Investigators said the vehicle appeared to be 
speeding and showed no signs of trying to brake 
before the crash. An HPD DWI unit was called to 
the scene, but it is unclear if the driver was intoxi-
cated.
 At press time, the accident remained under in-
vestigation.

 Two Houston fi refi ghters suffered minor inju-
ries around midnight Saturday, Jan. 3, when their 
fi re engine was smashed by another vehicle as the 
pair were responding to a crash on the Gulf Free-
way near FM 2351/Clear Lake City Boulevard. 
 According to Houston Police Department of-
fi cials, the fi re engine was blocking the left lane 
of traffi c on the northbound side when a Hyundai 
Sonata slammed into it.
 The fi refi ghters were transported to a nearby 

Firefighters injured in freeway crash
2 HFD firefighters in stable condition, other driver critical

Leader remembers highs, lows of 2025
Annual Year in Review looks back at this past year’s joys, sorrows, celebrations
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New Covenant Christian Church
Day Care Christian Based Child Care

New Covenant Christian Church provides Christian 
based child care for the local community. Director 

Nedra Jackson and her staff are here to take  
perfect care of your children while you work.

281.481.2003
www.newcovenantchristianchurchhouston.com

10603 Blackhawk Blvd. Houston, Tx 77089
Blackhawk @ Kirkfair

Now Enrolling

Deaths

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.*
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español*
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office: 281-481-6816  
Children’s Faith Formation: 281-481-4251

Adult Faith Formation: 713-538-2862
All are welcome to come to worship and serve the Lord  

in a spirit of love, sharing, and hope.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST
Catholic Church

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Antonio Cisneros, Parochial Vicar

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)
www.stlukescatholic.com

• Farmers • Foremost • Bristol West  
• Hagerty • Kraft Lake and many more

713-941-3221
Jeffrey@jeffreylgibsoninsurance.com

Specializing in Auto, Home, Commercial, 
Life and Recreational Vehicle insurance for 

the South Belt Community since 1980.

Gibson Insurance

Local library events set
In case of storms or adverse weather, refer to library website for details.

Bracewell Branch Library
 Bracewell Library is at 9002 Kingspoint. Customers are encouraged to visit the building to browse, check out and return 
materials, use the computers and Wi-Fi, and check out holds. For information, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/. For on-
line learning, visit https://houstonlibrary.org/online-learning-7556 or call 832-393-2580. Hours are Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon – 8 p.m.; Fridays, 1 – 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Bracewell is 
closed Sundays.
 Saturday, Jan. 10, 2 – 4 p.m. Saturdays at HPL. Registration required.
 Monday, Jan. 12, 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. Bring your family to storytime. Registration required.
 Tuesday, Jan. 13, 4 – 5 p.m. Family craft adventure. Registration required.
 Wednesday, Jan. 14, 6 – 7 p.m. Pajama storytime. Registration required.
 Visit https://houstonlibrary.libcal.com/calendar/events for more library events.

Book drop
 Th e book drop is open. Library materials can be returned. Th e library continues to provide online resources to enjoy the 
library virtually. Large items such as FLIP kits or laptops should not be placed in the book drop, but taken inside.

Parker Williams Library 
 Parker Williams Library is open. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/reopening for reopening information or the main website at 
https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library. Th e library will follow state and county guidelines for mask 
and social distancing.
 The book drop is open. Social media links are Facebook.com/ParkerWilliamsLibrary and Instagram.com/ParkerWil
liamsLibrary.
 The following events are scheduled for Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, Jan. 8, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Toddler time.
 Saturday, Jan. 10, 10 a.m. – noon. Tai Chi.
 Monday, Jan. 12, 1 – 2:30 p.m. ESL conversation club. Registration required.
 Monday, Jan. 12, 4 – 5 p.m. 3D printer orientation. Registration required.
 Monday, Jan. 12, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Tai Chi.
 Tuesday, Jan. 13, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Babies and books.
 Wednesday, Jan. 14, 6 – 7:30 p.m. Pathway to citizenship. Registration required.

Parker Williams “No-Contact Curbside Holds Pick-Up”
 – Aft er receiving notifi cation that holds are ready for pickup, call 832-927-7870.
 – Have a library card number and PIN handy.
 – A pickup time and instructions will be given.
 – Upon arriving, park in one of the two parking spots reserved for curbside holds.
 – Be prepared to show a library card or other form of ID for verifi cation.
 Hours are Monday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Th ursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; 
Friday, 1– 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visit https://www.hcpl.net/branch/parker-williams-branch-library for details.

Online services
 – Use HCPL Wi-Fi service with HCPL’s drive-up Wi-Fi.
 – Download e-books and audiobooks, stream movies, research and learn at www.hcpl.net.
 – Attend an HCPL program or story time online through Facebook or YouTube.
 – Check an account to renew loans or request books, e-books, comics or graphic novels.
 – Stream classic fi lms, Indie cinema and award-winning documentaries on Kanopy.
 – Listen to audiobooks through RBDigital or OverDrive.
 – Read along and play with picture books on TumbleBooks.
 Don’t have an HCPL library card? Instant access can be obtained to all HCPL’s digital materials and research tools with 
an iKnow Digital Access Card. Apply at https://www.hcpl.net/services/iknow-card for a HCPL card. For details, visit https://
www.hcpl.net.

 

Fair and Impartial Justice

OSCAR SALAZAR JR.

Election day March 3, 2026
Early Voting Feb 17 to Feb 27

Democratic Party Primary

Pol. Adv. Paid for by Oscar Salazar, Jr.

Proudly  ServedSouth Belt Resident

FOR JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
PRECINCT PLACE

I served to protect our great
country. Now I will serve to 

protect your rights!

SHLL seeks participants
 Sagemont Beverly Hills Little League will offer its Challeng-
er Division for the Spring 2026 season. The Challenger Division 
is a free adaptive baseball program for children and young adults 
ages 4 to 22 with physical or intellectual disabilities. 
 The program provides participants the opportunity to enjoy 
baseball in a safe, fun and inclusive environment while develop-
ing skills and confi dence. The league is currently seeking play-
ers, player buddies, coaches, volunteers and sponsors. Sagemont 
Beverly Hills Little League is based at El Franco Lee Park, 9400 
Hall Road, Houston, Texas 77089. 
 For more information, visit leagues.bluesombrero.com/
southbeltlittleleague, call 713-966-9235, or email sagemontbev
erlyhillsll2024@gmail.com.

CCART meet Jan. 13
 The Clear Creek Association of Retired Teachers (CCA-
RT) will hold its January meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 13. All 
meetings are held at the Bay Area Community Center, 5002 
NASA Parkway in Seabrook. This gathering will feature a 
presentation by Elly Gribov from the Foster Child Program 
through Photography.
 The gathering will start at 9:30 a.m. with a social gath-
ering for coffee and cookies. The business meeting will 
begin at 10 a.m. All Texas retired school employees from 
the area are invited. Annual dues are $50.

 Dominic Cantalamessa, 
age 95, passed away peace-
fully at home on Dec. 31, 
2025.
 Dominic was born in 
Newark, N.J., and later 
moved with his family to 
Chester, Pa., where he grad-
uated from Chester High 
School. He served his coun-
try proudly as a member of 
the United States Navy.
 Dominic met Dorothy in 
their hometown of Chester 
and they were married in 
1957. Dominic earned a me-
chanical engineering degree 
from Pennsylvania Military 
College (now Widener Uni-
versity), after which the fam-
ily relocated to Newark.
 In 1970, Dominic and 
Dorothy moved with their 
fi ve children to Sagemont, 
where they built a home and 
a life that would remain root-
ed there for more than fi ve 
decades.
 Dominic was among 
the original members of St. 
Luke the Evangelist Catholic 
Church, where he and Doro-
thy attended daily Mass to-
gether. He was a Fourth De-
gree member of the Knights 
of Columbus, serving with 
Council 9201 and Assembly 
2084.
 He spent his profession-
al career at Rockwell Inter-
national, where he worked 
as an engineer supporting 
the United States space pro-
gram. In retirement, he con-
tinued working and volun-
teering through his church, 
assisting people with dis-
abilities, and helping raise 

his children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.
 Dominic was preceded in 
death by his parents, Dom-
inick and Rose (Vallarani) 
Cantalamessa, his sister Ca-
mille Borak and his children, 
Joseph Michael Cantalames-
sa and Margaret Mary Musa-
chia.
 He is survived by his 
wife; his children, Mary 
Rose Burk, George and 
Mona Cantalamessa, Dom-
inic and Margie Cantala-
messa; his grandchildren, 
Bridgid Burk, Matthew and 
Hilda Burk, Amanda Burk, 
Kirby and Angela Cantala-
messa, Olivia Cantalamessa, 
Alana Cantalamessa, Eliz-
abeth Cantalamessa, David 
and Sammy Cantalamessa; 
and his great-grandchildren, 

Dominic 
Cantalamessa

Sagemeadow house catches fire

A Sagemeadow house caught fi re Tuesday, Dec. 30, in the 10000 block of Sageplum 
Drive near Blackhawk. The Southeast Volunteer Fire Department is shown above 
responding to the incident, with assistance from the Precinct 2 constable’s offi ce. No 
injuries were reported. The cause of the blaze was unknown at press time.

Area celebrates New Year’s Eve

The community celebrated New Year’s Eve this past week, saying goodbye to 2025. While 
there was no offi cial fi reworks show in the area, there was no shortage of amateur pyrotech-
nics experts to fi ll the void. Above, fi reworks are shown above the Harris County Annex on 
Scarsdale.  Photo courtesy of Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia

Major accident closes Scarsdale

A major two-vehicle accident in the 10500 block of Scarsdale Boulevard near 
Beamer Road recently forced the complete closure of the local thoroughfare 
in both the eastbound and westbound directions, according to Harris County 
Precinct 2 offi cials.  Photo courtesy of Precinct 2 Constable Jerry Garcia

Sandlin recognizes distinguished Pct. 8 deputies, new recruits

Precinct 8 Constable Phil Sandlin (right) is shown above 
presenting a certifi cate of merit to Deputy Eric Rojas 
at a recent swearing-in and service/merit awards cer-
emony.

Deputy Claude Crider (left) is shown receiving a certif-
icate of merit from Constable Phil Sandlin. Also recog-
nized at the ceremony were incoming deputies Michael 
Spray and Syed Ali (not pictured).

Precinct 8 Constable Phil Sandlin (right) is shown above 
presenting a distinguished service award to Deputy 
Markul Loftin at a ceremony held by the precinct Mon-
day, Jan. 5.

Levi Burk, Oliver Burk, 
Noah Cantalamessa, and 
Dante Cantalamessa. He is 
also survived by his faith-
ful dogs, Dove Dog, whom 
he adopted after Margaret 
Mary’s passing, and Merci.
 Family and friends are in-
vited to gather for visitation, 
recitation of the Rosary, and 
the funeral Mass on Friday, 
Jan. 9, 2026, at St. Luke the 
Evangelist Catholic Church, 
11011 Hall Road. Visitation 
will begin at 11 a.m., the 
Rosary at 11:30 a.m., and 
the funeral Mass at noon. 
In lieu of fl owers, memorial 
contributions in Dominic’s 
name may be made to St. 
Luke the Evangelist Catholic 
Church’s Capital Campaign 
at https://stlukescatholic.
com/capital-campaign.

Continued from Page 1
 A similar incident took 
place Monday, Dec. 29, 
when another driver on the 
Beltway failed to maintain a 
single lane, prompting a traf-
fi c stop.

 Upon making contact, 
deputies noticed the driv-
er, identifi ed as 19-year-old 
Brandon Bucio, displayed 
clear signs of intoxication. 
Following a DWI investiga-
tion and Standardized Field 

Toll Road deputies increase local DWI patrols
At least 4 DWI arrests made on Beltway 8 over  New Year’s weekend

Sobriety Tests, the Harris 
County District Attorney’s 
Offi ce accepted charges for 
DWI, and Bucio was booked 
into the Harris County Jail 
without incident.
 The previous weekend 

over the Christmas holidays, 
deputies with Precinct 2 Toll 
Road Division made at least 
three DWI arrests, including 
Chanh Nguyen, Rodolfo Her-
nandez and Gilbert Alba (not 
pictured).

 Longtime South Belt resi-
dent Jacquelyn “Jackie” Wi-
ess died on Saturday, Jan. 3.
 Weiss was an active 
member of the communi-
ty, volunteering for mul-
tiple events over several 
decades. She was a former 
board member of the South 
Belt-Ellington Chamber of 
Commerce and served on 
many of the group’s com-
mittees, including the Edu-
cation Committee.
 She was an instrumental 
part of the chamber’s annual 
fun run, which raised schol-
arship funds for the organi-
zation.
 Weiss’ husband, Louie 
Weiss, and his business Tex-
Tool, were founding mem-
bers of the local chamber of 
commerce. 
 Visitation will take place 
Wednesday, Jan. 14, from 
5 to 8 p.m., at Forest Park 

Lawndale Funeral Home 
and Cemetery 6900 Lawn-
dale St. Her funeral will be 
held Thursday Jan. 15, at 
Forest Park Lawndale Fu-
neral Home and Cemetery. 
Services will begin at 2 
p.m., with a burial following 
at 3 p.m. 
 See related obituary in 
next week’s Leader.

Services planned for 
area resident Jackie Weiss

 CaFEsito con Jesús is a 
group of Spanish speaking 
Christian women who gath-
er every Tuesday at 9:30 
a.m. with a clear purpose: 
to seek God, grow deeper in 
his word, and support one 
another in a safe and wel-
coming space for women of 
all ages.
 Participants share refl ec-
tions, study assigned chap-
ters of scripture, and pray 
for one another. What be-
gan as a simple meeting and 
support group born out of 
the Sunday School class has 
grown into a strong com-

munity marked by sincerity, 
faith and sisterhood.
 “God has brought us to-
gether to strengthen us,” 
shared one of the members. 
“Each week we come with 
burdens, questions, or grati-
tude, and the Lord speaks to 
each of us in different ways. 
Here, no one walks alone.”
 The group has witnessed 
moments of emotional res-
toration, spiritual growth, 
and testimonies that have 
encouraged everyone pres-
ent. In addition to Bible 
study and prayer, the warm 
atmosphere and openness to 

sharing personal experienc-
es have made many women 
fi nd in CaFEsito con Jesúsa 
spiritual refuge.
 CaFEsito con Jesús is 
more than a group of wom-
en who share their faith; it 
is a family,” expressed an-
other participant. “We learn 
together, encourage one an-
other, and celebrate what 
God is doing in each wom-
an’s life.”
 This group is part of 
Sagemont Encuentro, 
the Hispanic Ministry of 
Sagemont Church, locat-
ed at 11323 Hughes Road, 

Houston, TX 77089.
 Pastor Lázaro Riesgo 
alongside the women of Ca-
FEsito con Jesús extends an 
invitation to all who wish 
to strengthen their relation-
ship with God to join them 
during these gatherings: 
weekly women’s and men’s 
gatherings on Wednesdays 
at 6:30 p.m., various teach-
ing classes on Sundays at 
10:20 a.m. and worship ser-
vices on Sundays at 11:40 
a.m.
 For more information, 
contact Sagemont Encuen-
tro at 281-652-3716.

Sagemont Church hosts CaFEsito con Jesús
Spanish-speaking women’s group to focus on faith and family
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LEADING ORTHOPEDIC CARE 
KEEPS YOU MOVING

When an injury puts you on the sidelines, your 
Houston Methodist orthopedic team puts expertise 
into play. We’ll customize a minimally invasive 
treatment plan to get you back out there — doing 
the things you love.

That’s the difference between practicing medicine 
and leading it. For you.

houstonmethodist.org/orthopedics
713.363.9090
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Could I be Pregnant?

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South

Crisis Pregnancy Center

I  need  a  p regnancy  tes t

I  need  to  know wha t  to  do
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Over The Back Fence by Nicole

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, KRISTEN!
 Kristen Giles celebrates her 25th birthday 
Jan. 13. Her parents, Tracy and Jim Giles, 
and brothers Cody and Aaron and wife Ash-
ley and sons Jaxson and Jace Giles extend 
their best wishes for a wonderful birthday. 
Kristen is a Dobie graduate.

DR. JOHN MORGAN CELEBRATES 
 Greetings are sent to Dr. John Morgan, 
founding pastor of Sagemont Church, from 
friends and the Leader staff as he celebrates 
a birthday Jan. 14. Affectionately called 
“Brother John” by many who know him, he 
founded and pastored the church for more 
than 50 years. 

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following staff and personnel of the 
Pasadena Independent School District cele-
brate birthdays Jan. 8 through Jan. 14.

Atkinson Elementary
 Sing a happy birthday song to Sheri Gra-
ham Jan. 11.

Burnett Elementary
Karina Diaz celebrates a birthday Jan. 9. 
Birthday greetings go out to Jocelyn Chavez 
Jan 14.

Bush Elementary
 Light the birthday candles Jan. 8 for Yese-
nia Guzman. Light the candles Jan. 11 for a 
celebration for Cynthia Covarrubias.

 Frazier Elementary
 Birthday greetings go out to Christine 
Grazioli Jan 8. Dana Miller enjoys a birthday 
Jan. 12.

Nelson. Send a happy birthday wish Jan. 11 
to Melissa Cavazos.

Dobie High
 Jan. 9 is the day for a party for Seema 
Sultana. Enjoying a birthday Jan. 10 is 
Camille Calo Widaski. Light the birthday 
candles Jan. 11 for Daniel Fitzmorris and 
Stacy Thomas. Jan. 13 is a day of cele-
bration for Audrena Soto for her birthday. 
Send a birthday greeting Jan. 14 to Michelle 
Diosdando.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 Thursday, Jan. 8: Brad Muecke; Friday, 
Jan. 9: Jennifer Gonzalez, Mary Meyer, 
Jill Rea, Mike Escobedo, Monette Falzon, 
Cecelia Faske and Holly Lyons; Saturday, 
Jan. 10: Jennifer Murillo, Roy Gunter 
and Caron Cantu; Sunday, Jan. 11: Kelly 
Cavazos, Myles Barkman, Amy Villareal, 
Kathleen Wenzel, Deirdre Davis and James 
Mouton Jr.; Monday, Jan. 12: Rosalind Vela, 
Troy Vessel, William Carpenter, Jose Pena, 
Barry Francis and Tammy Overstreet; 
Tuesday, Jan. 13: Scott Langefeld, Claire 
Mules, Gregden Martin, Betty Shamblin, 
Jessica Hynes, Joseph Farrias and Shane 
Poynter; and Wednesday, Jan. 14: Tracy 
Oliver, Laurie Lynn, Tiffany Defreitas and 
Louis Casas.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 For birthdays, “Friends Celebrate Birthdays” 
or announcements email to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

Genoa Elementary
 Blow out the candles Jan. 14 for Elizabeth 
Urieta.

Hancock Elementary
 Jan. 10 is a day of celebration for Vanessa 
Esquivel for her birthday. Break out the bal-
loons and party favors for Mayra Nieto on her 
birthday Jan. 11. Join in the birthday fun Jan. 
13 with Veronica Sandoval.

Meador Elementary
 Blow out the birthday candles for Tara 
Merida and Anne Hamilton Jan 11.

Moore Elementary
 Send a happy birthday wish Jan. 14 to 
Zuemy Carranza.

South Belt Elementary
 Jan. 9 is the day for a celebration for Arielle 
Taylor. Light the candles Jan. 11 for Monica 
Salazar.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Sing a happy birthday song to Johnna 
Vega Jan. 13. Remember to wish Jennifer 
Ortiz a happy birthday Jan. 14.

Melillo Middle School
 Jan. 10 is the day for a double-layer birth-
day cake for Jesseca Adamek and Nancy 
Guerra. Send a special birthday greeting 
Jan. 11 to Khoa Tran. Jennifer Sauceda 
celebrates a birthday Jan. 12

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Send a birthday greeting Jan. 11 to Kacee 
Peterson.

Thompson Intermediate
 Blow out the candles Jan. 10 for Tiffany 

More
discounts.
State Farm® offers more discounts to 
more drivers.
Get to a better State®.
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Cynthia Beecher, Agent
11705 S Sam Houston Pkwy East • Houston, TX 77089

Bus: 281-464-2422
cynthia.beecher.qwne@statefarm.com

M,T, W,Th,F 8:30am to 5:00pm
Sat 9am-11am

After Hours by Appointment

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State
Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General
Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL1201159

Remember When
which Aug. 21 fell. The law 
was later changed so schools 
could not start sooner than 
Aug. 27.
 A 144-acre tract of land 
south of Dixie Farm Road 
offi cially became part of the 
conservation project mitiga-
tion plan for the Brio Super-
fund Task Force.

15 years ago (2011)
  Former House Majori-
ty Leader Tom DeLay was 
sentenced to three years in 
prison Monday, Jan. 10, 
on money laundering and 
conspiracy charges. DeLay, 
who represented much of the 
South Belt area, was found 
guilty the previous Novem-

ber of illegally funneling 
$190,000 in corporate dona-
tions into 2002 Texas legis-
lative races through a mon-
ey swap. That year, Texas 
Republicans seized control 
of the state legislature and 
redrew a number of Demo-
cratic-controlled congressio-
nal districts. DeLay stepped 
down as majority leader in 
2005, following his indict-
ment. State Judge Pat Priest 
sentenced DeLay to a three-
year term on conspiracy and 
accepted 10 years of pro-
bation in lieu of a fi ve-year 
prison term on the money 
laundering charge. DeLay 
faced up to life in prison. He 

was released on a $10,000 
bond while he seeks to over-
turn the conviction.

10 years ago (2016)
 Hundreds of friends and 
colleagues gathered Tues-
day, Jan. 12, to bid farewell 
to outgoing Pasadena In-
dependent School District 
Superintendent Kirk Lewis. 
Originally from Ropesville, 
near Lubbock, Lewis re-
ceived his bachelor’s in 
advertising/public relations 
from Texas Tech in 1976. 
Following this, he attend-
ed the University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake, where he 
received a master’s in edu-
cation futures in 1983. Lew-

is went on to earn a doctor-
ate in education leadership 
from Lamar University in 
March 2008. Lewis began 
at PISD in 1986 as admin-
istrative assistant to the su-
perintendent, responsible for 
communications and policy 
development. He was pro-
moted to executive director 
for communications and 
community relations in 1995 
and to deputy superintendent 
for administration, public 
relations and governmental 
affairs in 2001, before being 
promoted to superintendent 
in April 2006.

5 years ago (2021)
 The rollout of the 

45 years ago (1981)
 Dobie High School as-
sistant head varsity football 
coach Done Cole announced 
his resignation.
 Firemen from the 
Sagemont station of the 
Houston Fire Department re-
sponded to 13 fi re calls and 
nine ambulance calls in a 
seven-day period.

40 years ago (1986)
 Cokesbury United Meth-
odist Church was sold to the 
Catholic Diocese of Galves-
ton/Houston for $365, 000.
 Dr. Ruede M. Wheeler 
of La Porte was appointed 
to the San Jacinto College 
Board of Regents to fi ll the 
seat left vacant by the death 
of Dr. William Davison.

30 years ago (1996)
 Dobie sophomore Lind-
sey Morris was crowned 
Miss Teen Pasadena Go 
Texan.
 An estimated 80 percent 
of the area would have to 
change phone numbers if the 
Public Utilities Commission 
approved the alternate geo-
graphic split plan.

25 years ago (2001)
 Clear Brook City Munic-
ipal Utility District voted 
on a fi re district for Sage-
glen, Woodmeadow, High-
land Meadows, Meadows of 
Clear Creek and Estates of 
Green Tee subdivisions.
 Pearland residents spoke 
against the connection of 
Scarsdale Boulevard and 
Yost during a public meet-
ing.

20 years ago (2006)
 South Belt Rep. Tom De-
Lay announced he would 
resign his position as house 
majority leader.
 Riverstone Ranch resi-
dent Tammy Burback cele-
brated the 108th birthday of 
her great-grandmother Ger-
trude McCarthy in Pasadena.
 Both PISD and CCISD 
announced intentions to 
seek a waiver for classroom 
instruction to begin earli-
er than the state-mandated 
date. According to state 
law at the time, without a 
waiver, classes could not 
start earlier that the week in 

COVID-19 vaccine began 
but was met with multiple 
problems, as the demand 
far outpaced supply. The 
State of Texas’ vaccination 
plan called for fi rst provid-
ing the vaccine to frontline 
health care workers, clas-
sifi ed as Phase 1A, then to 
elderly residents and those 
with underlying health is-
sues, classifi ed as Phase 1B. 
According to state offi cials, 
this process will prioritize 
people who are at the great-
est risk of severe disease and 
death from the disease.
 Perry & Sons Market & 
Grille on Scarsdale Bou-
levard shuttered its doors 

after serving the South Belt 
community for more than 
40 years. Opened by Bob 
Perry in 1979, the neighbor-
hood institution was orig-
inally just a butcher shop, 
before expanding in 1986 
to also offer dining. Perry’s 
son, Bobby Perry, took over 
running the operation when 
his father retired in 1989. 
In 1993, Perry’s other son, 
Chris Perry, opened the 
family’s fi rst full restaurant, 
Perry’s Steakhouse & Grille, 
located on Bay Area Bou-
levard. There are now 20 
total locations nationwide, 
plus a Perry & Sons Market 
& Grille located in Friend-
swood. Other Perry siblings, 
Concetta and Jacqueline, 
also worked at the shop over 
the years.

1 year ago (2025)
 A Sagemont house caught 
fi re around 8:15 a.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 21, in the 11100 
block of Sagecanyon near 
Hughes Road.
 According to offi cials 
with the Houston Fire De-
partment, fi refi ghters ar-
rived on scene to fi nd heavy 
smoke coming from the attic 
of a one-story house. The 
attached garage was heav-
ily involved with fi re and 
spreading to a nearby home. 
 Firefi ghters protected the 
exposure and made an offen-
sive attack on the fi re. Crews 
ventilated the roof and con-
ducted a primary search. 
 The utilities were con-
trolled, and the fi re was ex-
tinguished. 
 Damage was estimated at 
approximately $35,000. No 
injuries were reported.
 HFD Arson investigators 
were requested to determine 
the cause and origin of the 
blaze. At press time, the fi re 
remained under investiga-
tion.
 In all, 49 HFD personnel 
responded to this incident, 
including fi refi ghters from 
stations 93, 23, 70, 71, 52, 
61, 94, 37 and 24. Firefi ght-
ers from the Southeast Vol-
unteer Fire Department also 
assisted in extinguishing the 
blaze.

Stuchbery recognizes December students of the month

Stuchbery Elementary offi cials named students of the month for the 
month of December. Above are, left to right, (fi rst row) Wynter Cole-
man, Chris Avila, Gianna Cabrera, Cameron Gilmore, Alijah Ibarra, 
(second row) Jose Mendez, Ian Ondicho, Marco Cervantes, Damian 
Arizmendez, Adrianna de la Fuente, John Blanco, Nancy Nguyen, Mya 
Sinclair, (third row) Kyrie Henry, Ayden White, Anastasia Gaught, Ja-

clyn Pham, Adan Castillo, Alazzay Hernandez, (fourth row) Jose Her-
nandez (principal), Mateo Llanas, Jaxson Owens, Sebastian Domin-
guez, Gendrick Zarza, Skylar Taylor, Alyssa Valdez (counselor), (fi fth 
row) Cassie Harris, Carlos Rodriguez, Emma Rodriguez, Azariah 
Brito and Karter Laurent. Carolyn Ponce, Hera Warren, Royalty Sims 
and Kammy Bookman are not pictured.

Dobie orchestra takes a holiday tour
The Dobie High School orchestra recently participat-
ed in a holiday tour, a yearly tradition through which 
the students travel to different locations in the Houston 
area to perform. The holiday tour begins with a per-

Shown above are the students who performed at Meth-
odist Hospital. Left to right, are (fi rst row) Candi Zuni-
ga, Paulina Valdez, Rubi Reyes, Khai Nguyen, Javanni 
Capuchino, Heidi Nganou, Santiago Lopez, Cristopher 
Sanchez, (second row) Olivia Wilson, Adrianne Marti-
nez, Karley Maldonado, Devin Duong, Theodore Vil-
lareal, Angie Muñoz, Gracie Giant, Nathaly Bonilla, 
Desirae Stone, Mylan Piedta, Thalia Oddo, (third row) 
Elena Lomeli, Anne Tran, Andrew Zamora, Sirena 

Thai, Morgan Alejo, Liandis Solano, Aidan Dang, Emy-
ly Pineda, Maverick Deleon, Angela Badon, (fourth 
row) Alan Vallejo, Dawson Tran, Daniella Tamayo, Ella 
Rodriguez, Amaya Wilson, Jade Nguyen, Giselle Espar-
za, Leonela Aguila, Wilson Ponce, (fi fth row) Gabriel 
Trevino, Aiden Diaz, Christian Gonsalez, Kelvin Nguy-
en, Miguel Loredo, Rachel Ben Smith, Matthew Perez, 
(sixth row) Richard Le, Avery Payne, Alex Limachi, 
Kiet Vo and Donovan Mandani.

formance at Methodist Hospital in the Medical Center 
downtown and followed by a performance at Hermann 
Park near the Houston Zoo entrance. Pictured below is 
the orchestra performing at Hermann Park.

Carters celebrate 50 years
Former South Belt residents Al and Mary 
Carter recently celebrated their 50th anni-
versary with all three of their children and 
all nine of their grandchildren on hand to 
celebrate Christmas and participate in the 
observance. The Carters, who now live in 
Friendswood, were married on Dec. 20, 
1975, at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cath-
olic Church in Corpus Christi. They lived 
in Sagemont for 13 years beginning in 1982, 
for four years in Sageglen and an addition-
al year in Villa Verde. Al is a retired sports 
writer with 34 years of service to several 
major newspapers, including the Houston 
Chronicle and Houston Post. Mary is a re-
tired school teacher in the Pasadena ISD. 
All three of their children graduated from 
Dobie after attending Stuchbery Elemen-
tary and Thompson Intermediate. Their 
oldest, Coast Guard Capt. Jonathan Carter 
and his wife Amy make their home in Staf-
ford, Va. Their daughter, Jessica Swenson, 
is principal of South Houston Intermediate. 
She and husband Todd make their home in 
Pearland. Youngest son Ben Carter, a cor-
porate fi nancial offi cer, and wife Lara live 
in Fulshear. Al and Mary traveled to Kauai 
in September to kick off their golden anni-
versary observance. They topped it with a 
weekend at Moody Gardens Dec. 19-20.

St. Luke’s 
Mujeres de 
la Mano de 
María hosts 
luncheon

St. Luke the Evangelist 
Catholic Church’s Mujeres 
de la Mano de María minis-
try offers support and com-
passion to senior members 

of St. Luke the Evangelist and other members of 
the community who live in solitude or are unable to 
leave their home. Once a month ministry members 
visit seniors’ homes or transport seniors to share a 
meal and provide conversation and companionship. 
At a recent gathering nearly 30 ministry members 
and seniors shared a meal together at a local restau-
rant. Ministry members are intent on continuing to 
remember and support seniors who can no longer 
participate actively. Pictured at a recent gathering 
are, left to right, (front row) Lupita Castillo, Tere-
sa Abarca, (back row) Maria Elena Jasso, Gabriela 
Serrano, Perla Arrellano, Elba Flores, Alejandri-
na Altamirano, Maria Cristina Sanchez, America 
Egusquiza and Ellie Flickinger.
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11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Wash
• High Velocity 

  Drying  
 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$8

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus 

$15

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$49.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 1/15/26.

$20
*Monthly

Auto
Service Center

& Car Wash
NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes $20

$50
*Monthly

Off Auto
Alignment

$10
With coupon only. No reproductions. 

Not valid with any other discount.

APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ALL WASH SERVICES
(Wash Packages, Details and Hand washes)

 All vehicles SANITIZED ($10 value) www.islandbreezecarwash.com

No need to wait 
shuttle service 
now available!!
**shuttle service

only available 
within a 5 mile 

radius**

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

 NASA • 281-557-3500  316 W. NASA PARKWAY

League City • 281-334-2175  2951 MARINA BAY DR. STE. 150
Stafford • 281-240-3060  12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY.

Lunch Specials
Dine in • To-Go • Catering

Order Online @ www.lashaciendasgrill.com

Margaritas to-go,
available with food orders!

Gift Cards • Party Rooms • Lunch & Daily Specials

Representing his Dobie football program one last time, Da’Marcus Hodges 
(right), celebrated with Longhorn head coach Danny Fitzmorris after being 
named Most Valuable Player of the 2026 Bayou Bowl Jan. 3 at Eagle Stadi-
um on the campus of Barbers Hill High School. The annual games matched 
all-star players from the Greater Houston Football Coaches Association 
against those from the East Texas Coaches Association.

Hodges is Bayou Bowl MVP

The Leader inadvertently excluded Dobie varsi-
ty football standout Leudy Matos (61) from the 
All-District selections featured last month prior to 
the holiday break. Matos received All-District 22-
6A second-team accolades as part of a terrific final 
season with the Longhorns. He was also the Long-
horns’ long snapper and has received considerable 
collegiate interest this offseason.

Matos a 22-6A 
second-team choice

Clear Brook varsity boys’ basketball standout Joshua Pichon was named the 
Most Valuable Player of the Brazosport Holiday Classic as he helped the Wol-
verines to the event championship with 51 points and 35 rebounds over four 
games, all victories for his team.

Wolverine boys win Brazosport hoops crown
 Both Clear Brook 
players and the coaching 
staff will no doubt judge 
the overall success of the 
varsity boys’ basketball 
season on what occurs 
over the next two months 
during the District 24-
6A race to the playoffs, 
but let there be no doubt 

pionship trophy in the 
event. 
 Against Angleton, 
the Wolverines held the 
Wildcats to 36 overall 
points while Cruz Colone 
and Joshua Pichon, who 
was named the tourna-
ment Most Valuable Play-
er, had 10 points apiece 
in the title win. While 
Pichon was the tourna-
ment MVP, Calone and 
Jace Walker were also 
All-Tournament Team se-
lections.
 Junior Christian 
Brown ultimately hit the 
game-winner against 
Pearland in a 45-41 sec-
ond-round victory as Pi-
chon led the way with 15 
points and 10 rebounds.  
 Walker finished with 
12 points and four as-
sists, while Brown had a 
terrific all-around game 
with nine points, seven 
rebounds and five assists. 
 It was just the second 
loss of the season overall 
for Pearland. 
 Getting past the Oil-
ers, the Wolverines once 
again came up big against 
a state-ranked opponent, 
cruising past Iowa Col-
ony 72-62 to reach the 
championship game. 
 In the win over Iowa 
Colony, five different 
players were in double 
figures as the Wolverines 
once again delivered one 
of their patented team 
performances. 
 Pichon and Walker led 
the way with 17 points 
apiece, while Brown had 
12 points, four rebounds 
and eight assists. Ab-
diel Jimenez had a dou-
ble-double with 11 points 
and 10 rebounds, and 
Calone had 10 points to 
go with five rebounds.
 Clear Brook opened 
play in the tournament 
with a 54-47 victory over 
Foster as Jimenez had 12 
points and four rebounds, 
while Pichon added nine 
points and eight rebounds. 
Walker had a complete ef-
fort with eight points, six 
rebounds and three as-
sists. Ayden Harvey came 

ines defeated state-ranked 
programs Pearland and 
Iowa Colony as part of 
a perfect 4-0 record in 
the event en route to the 
championship. 
 It was a thorough 53-
36 victory over Angleton 
that ultimately brought 
Clear Brook the cham-

that the Wolverines put 
together one of the most 
impressive runs of play 
during the 2025 portion of 
the schedule. Capping off 
a brilliant 17-3 march by 
snagging the gold medal 
championship trophy at 
the Brazosport ISD Hol-
iday Classic, the Wolver-

up with seven points and 
seven rebounds.
 Following its holiday 
tournament champion-
ship, Clear Brook pro-
ceeded to run its overall 
record to 18-3 with an 
easy 50-33 victory over 
the Alvin Yellowjack-
ets. Pichon stayed on 
a roll with 16 points to 
go with eight rebounds, 
and Colone chipped in 
with 10 points and six 
rebounds. Jimenez and 
Harvey both had nine 
points, and Jimenez also 
contributed eight re-
bounds and five assists. 
Next up is the remainder 
of the 24-6A race, and 
the Wolverines will look 
to build a winning streak 
within league play.

Continued on Page 8

SBYSC begins registration;
early prices set until Jan. 15

 The South Belt Youth Soccer Club is offer-
ing early registration for the spring 2026 season 
through Jan. 15, with U4 through U20 age divi-
sions available to players at southbeltsoccer.org. 
Regular registration prices begin Jan. 16. Players 
in the U4 through U8 divisions will pay$95 at reg-
ular registration rate, while the fee is $105 for the 
U9 and U10 divisions. The fee is $115 for the U11 
and U12 divisions. The U13 through U20 players may 
register for $125 per player. Visit www.southbeltsoccer.
org for additional details.

JFD footballers are Academic AS
 Three Dobie football players have been chosen 
as Academic All-State honorees for the 2025-2026 
school year. Nathaniel Belleville and Alonzo Chap-
man were second-team selections, while Clayton 
Washington received honorable mention accolades 
for their performance both on the football field and 
most importantly, in the classroom.

Baldwin stars with Pack

Dobie Class of 2021 graduate Johnathan Baldwin 
spent the majority of the 2025 NFL regular season 
as a member of the Green Bay Packers’ practice 
squad but was elevated to the 53-man roster for the 
team’s finale as he had four solo stops and three as-
sists for a total of seven tackles from his safety spot 
in his professional debut.

Local sports season highlights 2026 start
 2026 is here, and with 
the start of the new year 
comes the busiest part of 
the high school athletics 
scene across the state as 
well as action for several 
youth leagues in the South 
Belt area. 
 High school basketball 
was already well under-
way when the holiday 
season began, and there 
really was no break in the 
action for hoops programs 
as many, including those 
from both Clear Brook 
and Dobie, took part in 
holiday tournaments and 
have since resumed dis-
trict competition with an 
eye toward the playoffs. 
 The high school soccer 
season also began during 
the holiday break, with the 
Dobie varsity boys’ team 
getting out to an impres-
sive 3-0 start with a trio 
of impressive victories at 
the San Antonio East ISD 
Invitational as head coach 
Josh Kluka’s program 
certainly gained plenty 

playing career at Texas 
A&M-Victoria. 
 A third player, out-
fielder Chloe Nunez, was 
a second-team all-league 
selection that season ago 
and will play collegially at 
Alvin College. 
 Returning first-team 
All-District selection 
Persephone Soria returns 
for her third varsity run 
and has already proven to 
be a top all-around talent 
area wide during each of 
her first two seasons.
 Moving ahead, the high 
school track and field sea-
son will begin the first 
week of February, and 
the high school baseball 
season won’t be far be-
hind. The Dobie tennis 
program will also begin 
its fun-filled spring sea-
son soon as veteran head 
coach Manuel Moreno Jr., 
fresh off his induction into 
the Texas Tennis Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame, 
will lead the Longhorns on 
the courts.

will then take part in the 
Feb. 12-14 Bryan/College 
Station tournament.
 The Longhorns are 
led by Rackley, who was 
named Coach of the Year 
in the 22-6A ranks a sea-
son ago while guiding 
her varsity program to a 
second-place finish in the 
standings.
 Dobie swept 21-6A 
champion Ridge Point in 
the Division 1 bidistrict 
playoff round before los-
ing in the area around to 
Clear Springs for an 18-13 
overall finish. 
 Texas Lutheran Univer-
sity signee Vanessa De La 
Fuente has profiles as one 
of the top returning pitch-
ers in the area as she was 
a first-team All-District 
performer a season ago 
and will lead the way for 
Dobie in the circle. 
 Infielder Natalie De 
Hoyos is also a returning 
first-team All-District per-
former who has chosen 
to continue her collegiate 

of momentum moving 
forward into the 22-6A 
race.  The Dobie var-
sity girls, also looking to 
bounce back from a so-so 
2025 campaign, have been 
solid early on during head 
coach Kyle Jurek’s second 
season. 
 In mere days, the high 
school softball preseason 
will begin as Dobie, sec-
ond overall in the 22-6A 
race last season at 12-4, is 
intent on putting together 
another solid season un-
der the direction of head 
coach Robin Rackley. 
 Dobie will begin scrim-
mages later this month and 
will open the regular sea-
son Feb. 9 at Clear Brook. 
 With three senior stand-
outs already committed 
collegiately and ready to 
lead the way, the Dobie 
softball program will open 
scrimmage play Jan. 24 at 
Deer Park with a focus on 
2026 regular season open-
ing night Feb. 9 at Clear 
Brook. The Longhorns 

Texas Lutheran University signee Vanessa De La Fuente has profiles as one of 
the top returning pitchers in the area as she was a first-team All-District per-
former a season ago and will lead the way for Dobie in the circle. 
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

More Buyers. 
More Sellers.
More SOLD.

#1 in South Belt.

THE EXPERIENCE  
YOU NEED.  
THE NAME 

YOU TRUST.

281-464-SOLD (7653)

 
   
   

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

  

 
 

 
 

 

Licensed after school program
Homework assistance
Evening Karate Classes
Self Defense Classes

Mighty-Mights Program 
(Ages 3-5)
School-age Program 
(Kindergarten and Up)

We pick up from Weber, Burnette and 
South Belt Elementary

Ask about our Introductory 
Specials
Join our martial arts family today!

“New Childcare Only 
Program Now 
Enrolling”
Call for special
pricing.

ENROLL TODAY

281-484-9006
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 The Leader continues 
its annual sports Year in 
Review this week with a 
look back at some of the 
most memorable moments 
from March through April 
of last year. Enjoy!

March 6
 With a key game com-
ing at Pearland, the Do-
bie varsity softball team 
looked to stay at the top 
of the standings in the 
22-6A race. The locals 
were 6-6 overall but had 
scored wins over Dawson 
and Pasadena Memorial to 
stay unbeaten in 22-6A.
 Hosting Memorial at 
Dobie main, the Long-
horns walked off with a 
1-0 victory in the bottom 
of the seventh inning as 
Chloe Nunez came up 
with a run-scoring single 
to end the game in cele-
bration for the locals.
 Vanessa De La Fuente 
was the star of the game 
for Dobie as she tossed a 
complete-game shutout 
against the Mavericks, al-
lowing three hits while 
striking out nine as part of 
a gem of a performance. 
 With a bye in the 22-6A 
schedule March 25, Do-
bie traveled to Kingwood 
to take on the defending 
Region 3 champion Mus-
tangs, losing the game 4-0 

as the Mustangs plated 
three runs in the bottom of 
the fi fth inning.
 The Dobie varsity girls 
came up with 52 points 
in the relays and a dou-
ble-gold medal perfor-
mance from senior Lau-
ren Garza, while Chris 
Lopez, Damarcus Hodg-
es and Jaylon Broussard 
were gold medalist on the 
varsity boys’ side to lead 
the locals at the Longhorn 
Relays Feb. 27 at Dobie 
main. 
 Like many programs 
across the Houston area, 
the Dobie teams returned 
to competition following 
a 13-day layoff after rain 
wiped out much of the pre-
vious week’s schedule. 
 Running on a familiar 
course, Garza delivered 
gold medal-performanc-
es in both the 1,600 and 
3,200 events, clocking in 
at 5 minutes, 32.60 in the 
1,600 for the gold and 
11:49.22 at the 3,200 dis-
tance to double up. 
 Aniya Menefee was 
another gold medalist for 
the Dobie girls in the high 
jump as she cleared 5 feet, 
2 inches in fewest attempts 
to claim the top spot. 
 Dobie captured a gold 
medal in the 4x200 re-
lay with a clocking of 

1:45.90, and a time of 
50.94 brought a silver 
medal to the Dobie girls in 
the 4x100 relay. 
 At 4:17.26, the Long-
horns also won a silver 
in the 4x400 relay. Se-
nior Stacie Harris’ medal 
haul included a silver for 
second place in the 200 
with a time of 26.58, with 
teammate Aniya Menefee 
capturing fourth place at 
28.25. 
 Harris and former 22- 
6A rival Ally Marbury of 
Deer Park went head-to-
head in the long jump. 
 Marbury was the gold 
medalist this time with a 
best of 17-4, while Har-
ris went 17-4 for second 
place and a silver medal. 
 Sophomore Christi-
na Rodriguez came away 
with a bronze medal for 
her clocking of 1:02.58 in 
the 400, and Daisha Jack-
son picked up a bronze 
medal in the 100 with a 
time of 13.49. 
 Sophomore Aracely 
Alvarado, who had since 
proven to be an import-
ant player in Dobie’s 
cross-country and track 
and fi eld distance run-
ning plans, was fourth 
in the 3,200 at 12:28.15, 
and sixth with a time of 
5:50.93 in the 1,600. 

 While Menefee was the 
gold medalist in the high 
jump at 5-2, teammate Ky-
lar Joseph was sixth as she 
cleared 4-10 in the event. 
Joseph wound up with a 
bronze medal for third 
place in the triple jump, 
making her way to 36- 0. 
 Tailin Curtis of Dobie 
posted a distance of 33-5 
for sixth place. Blessing 
Okinloye of Dobie tossed 
the shot 31-7 for fi fth 
place. 
 Senior Jaylon Brous-
sard was one of the gold 
medalists for the Long-
horn varsity boys as he 
claimed the top spot in the 
200 at 23.03. 
 Senior Chris Lopez, 
who will continue his col-
legiate career at St. Thom-
as University in Houston, 
was the gold medal win-
ner at the 3,200 distance, 
making his way to the fi n-
ish line in a time of 10:02 
80. Dobie teammate and 
freshman Jordan Roman 
was third for a bronze 
medal as he was in at 
2:07.12. 
 Jacob Morris was the 
gold medalist in the 400 
for Friendswood High 
School as he made his 
way to the tape in a time 
of 51.38, and Dobie senior 
Tariq Riley was the silver 
medalist as he took second 
place at 51.71. 
 Dobie’s DeShaun Sin-
gleton was fourth in the 
event as he posted a time 
of 52.36. 
 Johan Villavicencio 
came away with a top three 
medal as he was third for a 
bronze at the 800 distance, 
clocking in at 2:04.33. 
 In the 1,600, Lopez 
again turned in a top three-
time as he was the bronze 
medalist with a clocking 
of 4:44.54. 
 The Dobie boys per-
formed exceptionally well 
in the relays with a pair of 
silver medals as well as a 
fourth-place fi nish. 
 The Longhorns posted 
a time of 1:30.37 in the 
4x200 relay, then came 
up with a time of 3:29.32 
for the silver medal in the 
4x400 relay to wrap up the 
meet. 
 Junior Demarcus Hodg-
es led the way for the Do-
bie boys in the fi eld events 
as he was a gold medal 
winner in the triple jump 
after making his way to 
the 43-8 mark for the win. 
 Clayton Washington 
of Dobie was fi fth in the 
same event as he came up 
with a distance of 39-2. 
 Senior James Spiv-
ey was one of the Long-
horns’ top contributors 
in the fi eld events for the 
Dobie boys as he cleared 
5-7 in the high jump for a 
bronze.

March 13
 With the bidistrict var-
sity boys’ soccer playoffs 
within the state set to be-
gin March 20-22, the var-
sity boys’ seedings were 
still a bit unsettled within 
the 22-6A ranks as Dobie 
fi nished the regular season 
at home against Alvin and 
then on the road at Man-
vel. 
 Pearland was in control 
of things at the top of the 
standings and entered the 
Class 6A Division 1 play-
off bracket as the top seed 
out of 22-6A. 
 Second place South 
Houston was the district’s 
top seed in the Division 2 
playoff bracket, with Pasa-
dena Memorial, Sam Ray-
burn and Dobie all still 
pushing for a postseason 
spot. 
 Dobie would wind up 
third. In the varsity girls’ 
22-6A race, district cham-
pion Dawson and sec-
ond-place Pearland rep-
resented the league in the 
Division 1 of the season 
bracket, while Shadow 
Creek and Sam Rayburn 
headed to the Division 2 
playoffs. 
 Lutheran South Acad-
emy hosted its annual 
Thursday Night Under 
The Lights Track and 
Field Invitational as the 
locals delivered several 
gold-medal performances 
along the way. 
 Lutheran South sopho-
more Jeremy Gaitan was 
among the gold medalists 
in the event as his clocking 
of 1 minute, 59.24 seconds 
was the best at the 800 dis-
tance. 
 Gaitan was also in the 
group for the Pioneers 

in the 4x400 relay as the 
foursome delivered a time 
of 3:35.92. LSA’s 4x00 
relay foursome was in at 
43.82 for second place 
and a bronze medal, while 
the school’s 4x200 relay 
bunch captured a bronze 
medal in a time of 1:36.22.
 Christian Hodges of 
Westbury Christian cap-
tured gold medals in both 
the 100 and 200, with Pi-
oneer senior John LeBlanc 
picking up silver medals 
just behind Hodges. 
 LeBlanc clocked in at 
11.40 in the 100, and he 
fi nished at 23.05 in the 
200. Aja Bradford of Lu-
theran South was the gold 
medalist in the long jump 
as he posted a distance of 
20 feet, 5 1/2 inches for 
the win. 
 A time of 53.86 also 
placed Bradford fi fth in 
the 400. The Pioneers’ Ben 
Edwards placed fi fth in the 
triple jump with a distance 
of 37 - 11 1/2, and senior 
David Streeter (112-5) and 
freshman Carter Lee (107- 
9) were fourth and fi fth, 
respectively, in the discus 
As for the shot, Lutheran 
South’s Zander Lee pro-
duced a top toss of 37- 11 
for fourth place. 
 In the varsity girls’ di-
vision, the Pioneers’ Reed 
Brenner was the gold 
medalist in the pole vault 
as she made her way over 
the 10-6 mark, with Laney 
Ward second after clearing 
10-0. 
 LSA completed the 
sweep of the medals in the 
event and she was third for 
a bronze medal at 10-0. 
 Ward also complet-
ed the 100 hurdles in the 
time of 17.11 for a bronze 
medal, and senior Cassi-
dy Pfeiffer was third for a 
bronze medal in a time of 
17.83. Sophomores Tamy-
ra Greer (30-8 1/2) and 
Olivia Varanauski (30-7 
3/4) were fourth and fi fth, 
respectively, in the triple 
jump. 
 LSA senior Chinere 
Anagbogu threw the dis-
cus 101-6 for fourth place, 
with teammate Sammie 
Browning sixth with a top 
toss of 80-3 in the event 
for her team.

March 20
 The Lutheran South 
Academy track and fi eld 
program continued its pro-
gression toward the post-
season with an appearance 
at the Hardin-Jefferson 
Hawks Relays March 13. 
 The Pioneer varsity 
boys’ program came away 
with a gold medal victory 
in the 4x100 relay, Alma 
Martin won the gold med-
al in the varsity girls’ pole 
vault over a couple of her 
teammates and Chinere 
Anagbogu was crowned 
champion of the discus to 
highlight Lutheran South’s 
appearance at the event. 
 In that varsity boys’ 
4x100 relay, the Pioneers 
delivered a time of 42.89 
seconds for the gold med-
al, edging second-place 
Newton. 
 Three Lutheran South 
Academy varsity girls’ 
pole vaulters went head-
to-head in the event at 
Hardin Jefferson, with 
Alma Martin, Reed Bren-
ner and Lanie Ward all 
clearing 9 feet, 6 inches. 
 Martin was the win-
ner on fewest tries for the 
gold medal, while Bren-
ner secured silver and 
Ward walked away with a 
bronze medal in the event. 
 In that girls’ discus 
event, Anagbogu and 
Newton’s Journee Hanks 
both threw the weight 
99-8, with Anagbogu the 
fi rst to do so in fewest at 
tempts for the gold medal. 
 Lutheran South’s Sam-
mie Browning was fourth 
in the event and she came 
up with a top throw of 82-
2. Case Noack of the Pi-
oneers was second for a 
silver medal in the 400 as 
he posted a time of 51.64, 
and teammate Rhett La-
verne captured a bronze 
medal for third place with 
a time of 51.78. 
 Elisabeth Hergenrader 
was a silver medalist in 
the 1,600 as she fi nished at 
6:34.80. Cassidy Pfeiffer 
of Lutheran South was a 
bronze medalist in the var-
sity girls’ 100 hurdles with 
a time of 17.55, with team-
mate Ward fi fth at 18.07.
 Dobie senior Ama-
ya Corona had a hit and 
scored two runs, and six 

different players drove 
in runs as the Longhorns 
scored a 10-4 victory over 
Dawson. 
 Dobie scored runs 
in fi ve different innings 
while defeating the Eagles 
to begin the second half of 
District 22-6A play. 
 At 7-2, the Longhorns 
were fi rmly in control of a 
Division I playoff seeding 
with seven league games 
to play. 
 Thompson and Beverly 
Hills fi gured prominently 
in the Pasadena ISD In-
termediate track and fi eld 
championships to wrap up 
the 2025 season at Auxil-
iary Stadium in Pasadena 
as the Lions claimed the 
eighth-grade girls’ team 
championship with 153 
points. 
 Thompson’s sev-
enth-grade boys were 
crowned team champi-
ons with 151 points, eas-
ily outdistancing sec-
ond-place Park View. 
Meanwhile, the Lions’ 
seventh-grade girls placed 
second behind Bondy 
(133.50 points for the ti-
tle) with 126 points as the 
crown chase went down 
to the fi nal event. 
 Thompson was second 
in the eighth-grade boys’ 
division, scoring 168 
points to trail only Bondy, 
which scored 173.5 for the 
team title. Beverly Hills 
was third with 98 points. 
 The Bears were third 
with 83 points in the sev-
enth-grade girls’ divi-
sion, and placed second to 
Thompson in the eighth-
grade title chase after 
scoring 122 points. 
 Vizion Jones of Bever-
ly Hills was dominant as 
she won four gold medals 
(100, 200, high jump, long 
jump) and also helped the 
Bears to a silver medal in 
the 4x400 relay.

March 27
 Kamryn McLaurin of 
Clear Brook ramped up 
her competition level in 
advance of the postseason 
of the high school track 
and fi eld season as she 
won the gold medal in the 
high jump at the Rockhold 
Relays in Baytown March 
20 and days later brought 
home a silver medal for 
second place at the Prai-
rie View A&M University 
High School Champion-
ships at 5 feet, 4 inches.  
 Conroe’s Eva Lantagne 
was the high school girls’ 
division gold medalist as 
she made her way over 
the 5-6 mark. McLaurin, 
also a two-time Defen-
sive Player of the Year 
award winner on the varsi-
ty basketball court, was a 
6A-state high jump quali-
fi er in 2024. 
 Dobie freshman Jaxson 
Canales competed in the 
Texas High School Power-
lifting Association’s state 
championships March 22 
in Abilene, coming up 
with a total of 875 pounds 
(squat, bench press and 
deadlift) in his weight 
class to fi nish a stellar sea-
son. 
 Johan Villavicencio, 
putting a strong fi nish to-
gether in what was already 
a terrifi c junior season for 
the distance runner, won 
a gold medal in the 800 
as he captured top honors 
at the Rockhold Relays in 
Baytown with a clocking 
of 2 minutes, 1.83 sec-
onds. 
 Dobie freshman dis-
tance runner Jordan Ro-
man delivered a time of 
10 minutes, 3.95 seconds 
for the gold medal at the 
1,600 distance in Bay-
town, while senior Chris 
Lopez was second for a 
silver medal with a time of 
10:05.00. 
 Kendrick Ramos made 
his varsity debut for the 
Longhorns at the Rock-
hold Relays in Baytown as 
he successfully made his 
way over the 8-foot mark 
for the gold medal. 
 The Clear Brook varsi-
ty girls’ 4x400 relay squad 
fi nished eighth in the high 
school division at the Prai-
rie View A&M University 
Relays March 22 in Prairie 
View. 
 The Wolverines came 
up with a time of 4 min-
utes, 13.07 seconds for the 
fi nish as the group includ-
ed Kyra Freeman, Deja 
Nelson, Hope Taylor and 
Patricia Barnes. 
 Sophomore Madison 
Carr led the San Jacinto 

College softball team into 
action at Blinn as the Ra-
vens looked to improve 
upon a 4-6 start in Region 
14 action. 
 Carr, one of the top re-
turning offensive players 
from a San Jacinto Col-
lege team that reached na-
tionals in 2024, was hitting 
.380 with 14 runs driven in 
and 38 overall hits. 
 Vanessa Valdez led the 
pitching staff with 71 in-
nings pitched and had won 
two of six overall deci-
sions and a 4.93 ERA.
 The Dobie varsity base-
ball team had won four 
straight district games 
within 22-6A entering a 
two-game series begin-
ning March 25 against de-
fending regional champi-
on Pearland. 
 In an 18-3 and 4-0 
sweep of Shadow Creek, 
the Longhorns improved 
to 4-2 overall in the dis-
trict after losing two to 
start play. In the 18-3 win 
over the Sharks, Isaiah 
Jones had two doubles, 
drove in a run and scored 
four runs. 
 In the 4-0 shutout win, 
Dobie starting pitcher Ju-
lian Ricks went the dis-
tance, needing just 64 

total pitches to blank the 
Sharks. Jones tripled and 
scored two runs in that 
win. Juelz Martinez dou-
bled and tripled while 
scoring four runs in the 
fi rst win over Shadow 
Creek.
 The Dobie High School 
girls’ bowling squad won 
the district championship 
this season with a 13-1 
record, with Zaniya Mc-
Clain then winning the re-
gional championship as an 
individual. 
 Members of the team 
were Savannah Castil-
lo, Natalie Elkins, Ineke 
Hicks, Anabella Cancel 
and McClain. In the indi-
vidual competition, Mc-
Clain compiled a fi ve-
game total of 946 for a 
38-pin win over the re-
mainder of the fi eld. 
 One of 28 competitive 
districts across the state, 
the Pasadena district in-
cludes the fi ve Pasadena 
ISD schools — Dobie, 
Memorial, Pasadena, Sam 
Rayburn and South Hous-
ton, as well as Deer Park 
and La Porte.
 The Dobie High School 
boys’ bowling squad also 
headed to San Antonio 
to compete in the Dick 

Atkinson State Champi-
onships after fi nishing 
second as a team at the re-
gional competition. 
 Members of the team 
were Don Fobbs, Gio Me-
lendez, Nate Bennett, Ray 
Solis, Charleston Nash, 
Jake Bennett, Charles 
Nash and Donovan Man-
dani. 
 Clear Brook High 
School graduate and Texas 
A&M University sprint-
er Camryn Dickson ran a 
gold-medal time of 11.06 
seconds in the 100 as the 
Aggies made a splash on 
the fi nal day of the Univer-
sity of Texas at San Anto-
nio relays March 22 in San 
Antonio. 
 Earlier in the day in 
the 4x100 relay, Dickson 
teamed with Jaiya Coving-
ton, Bria Bullard and Jas-
mine Montgomery to win 
a gold in the event at 43.43 
seconds.

April 3
 The Dobie varsity 
softball team went into 
a second-round matchup 
against undefeated District 
22-6A leader Pearland 
April 4 with plenty of con-
fi dence after crushing rival 
Pasadena Memorial 16-1
 Continued on Page 8

2025 Year in Review: Area programs scored top honors

 Leslie Sarduy (1) of Dobie fi elded a ground ball during the Longhorns’ 1-0 
victory over Memorial at Dobie main. The locals continued their longtime dom-
inance over the Pasadena ISD programs with the victory over the Mavericks. 

Lutheran South Academy senior and star swimmer Lauren Ferguson excelled 
both in the classroom and in the pool during her stay with the Pioneers. She is 
the owner of program all-time records individually in the 200- and 500-yard 
freestyles and the 100 back as well as the 200 freestyle relay.

Jacque Giron was one of the top overall performers within the NTJCAC, 
leading the league in assists at 6.4 per game and sitting fi fth overall in 
scoring at 15.1 points per game, third in 3-point fi eld goal percentage 
(35.9) and sixth at 44.9 in overall fi eld goal percentage.

University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley freshman Jizzale Davis, a Class of 2024 
Clear Brook High School graduate, fi nished the indoor track and fi eld season 
strong as she reached the fi nals in a pair of events at the Southland Conference 
Indoor Championships in Birmingham, Ala. The Vaqueros’ Nayla Harris made 
history by capturing the fi rst Southland Conference championship gold medal 
in program history as she won the 60-meter dash in a time of 7.33 seconds. 
Davis progressed to the fi nals in the event and wound up eighth with a clocking 
of 7.70. Davis won the fi rst collegiate medal of her career in the 200 as she ran 
a personal best of 24.01 to match the program all-time record in the event. In 
the meet fi nale, Davis helped the Vaqueros to a bronze medal in the 4x400 re-
lay. Above, left to right, are (front row) Davis, Zoe Adams, (back row) Aaliyah 
Castillo and Trinity Kirk who produced a program all-time record of 3:44.86 to 
help UT-Rio Grande Valley fi nish third in the team standings.
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your home?
Let us 
help 
you!
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South Belt Graphics & 

Printing

One stop for all your printing needs

11555 Beamer 281-484-4337

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

CALENDAR

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

BOOKKEEPING

A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

Arbor King Tree Service
•Tree Removal • Tree Topping • Trimming

• Thinning Out • Elevating • Stump Grinding
• Emergency Storm Damage

832-660-3622 We will work with youSouth Belt Resident
Free Estimates

LAWN & GARDEN

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

Triple M Plumbing

281-455-1175
Melvin D. Glover III

Master License # 40217

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill,” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
and Saturday at 7:30 a.m. Hope 
Community United Methodist Church, 
2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or 
visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – 
Check website for time and location https://
pearlandrotary.com/events/calendar or 
call 832-293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a 
turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and 
an old-time kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. 
Call Karen Hollon at 713-472-0565 for 
appointment. Tours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum See Thursday’s notice.
Noon Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – 
Imperfect Nooners Group, 3525 
Broadway, Pearland, or at https://
aahouston.org/meet ings/ imper fect-
nooners. Call 713-686-6300 for more 
information. Meets Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth build-
ing). For details, call 713-661-4200 or 
visit www.hascona.com or https://nastuff.
com/. Meets Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Friday.
8 p.m. Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – 
meets at CrossRoads UMC Fridays, 8 to 
9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Family 
members and friends of problem drink-
ers/addicts share, learn Al-Anon princi-
ples, that they are not alone, and discov-
er choices available. For details, call 
281-484-9243.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – meets 
at CrossRoads UMC Wednesday, Friday 
and Sunday, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For 
details, call 281-484-9243.
8 p.m. Beverly Hills Sharers Group AA 
– meets at CrossRoads UMC 
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday, 8 p.m., 
10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Call 281-484-
9243.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3
7:30 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4
8 a.m./10:15 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church – has worship Tuesday at 11:30 

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION 
REPAIR OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Support
Leader

Advertisers

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

45 Years
Experience

Commercial, Industrial & Residential
Sewer • Water Heaters • Drains
Leaks • Water • Repairs • Gas

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount

www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

832-715-6441

$75 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
Call 281-481-5656

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoorshouston.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

281-481-9683

Serving 
South Belt 
since 1978

• Vinyl • Hardi Board Siding 
• Replacement & Storm 

Windows

5 Year 
Labor

Warranty
WINNER OF BEST ROOFING 

COMPANY IN BAY AREA

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

a.m., Wednesday at 7 p.m. (Bible study, 
Book of Revelation, at 6 p.m.) and Sun-
day at 8 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.,11456 
Space Center Blvd. (in back of a med-
ical/retail community). For details, call 
281-479-7285 and leave a message, or 
stop by.
5:30 p.m. Celebrate Recovery – A faith-
based 12-Step program, in the Life Kids 
Chapel at Life Church, 5125 Preston 
Ave. Pasadena, TX 77505. Call 713-
419-2635 for details.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous See 
Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. Beverly Hills Sharers Group AA 
– See Friday’s notice.

MONDAY, JANUARY 5
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See 
Friday’s notice.
5 p.m. New Directions – Age 55 and 
older meets the first and third Mondays 
for a potluck dinner with activities and/or 
guest speakers at 600 Hobbs Road, 
League City, TX 77573, (community 
room). For further information, call Jill at 
646-489-4367.
6 p.m. Scrabble Club #511 – Meets 
Monday at Denny’s, 19212 Gulf Freeway. 
Join the fun and improve crossword 
skills. COVID-19 vaccination required. 
Email huff_reunion@juno.com for info.
7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 
– St. Luke’s Group, 12-Step Recovery, 
open meeting Mondays, 7 p.m. in the 
Education Bldg. in room 6, at 11011 Hall 
Road, 77089. For details, call Rita at 
281-309-2801.
7 p.m. TOPS (Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly) – #0683 Friendswood chapter 
meets at the Friendswood Methodist 
Church, 110 N. Friendswood Dr. in the 
educational bldg., room 201. For infor-
mation, call Lynette Ringrose at 832-
858-4617 or Dorothy Pourteau at 713-
875-8820.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
See Friday’s notice.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
11:30 a.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
– See Sunday’s notice.
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters – The Southeast Houston 
Toastmasters Club #05324194 meets 
virtually with the exception of the second 
and fourth Tuesdays (hybrid meeting) at 
sehouston. toas tmastersc lubs .org . 
In-person address 10500 Scarsdale 
Blvd. (SB Chamber of Commerce). Visit 
the website or call Karen Nunn at 832-

722-9061 for information. 
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
See Friday’s notice.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill.” See Thursday’s notice.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – See Thursday’s notice.
Carmeliters – a nondenominational 
senior citizen social group meeting at St. 
Bernadette Catholic Church, 15500 El 
Camino Real, in Clear Lake on the fi rst 
and third Wednesdays for a time fi lled 
with fun, fellowship, lending library with 
books and puzzles, coffee and bingo. 
The meetings are open to those ages 55 
and older, with no dues. Day trips and 
extended trips available. Deposits are 
now being taken for Poland. For details, 
call Marilyn at 713-444-6744.
Noon AA – Imperfect Nooners. See 
Friday’s notice.
Noon Ballroom Dancing – casual ball-
room dance, open to the public, held 
every Wednesday afternoon from 12:30 
to 3 p.m. at Hometown Heroes Park, 
1001 East League City Parkway, League 
City. Everyone is welcome to come with 
or without a partner. The dance itself is 
free as music is provided by volunteer, 
Neva Schroder. The city requires an 
activity card for participants in all of the 
city’s many activities. Call the park office 
281-554-1180 for answers to any ques-
tions regarding the activity card. Visitors 
are welcome to walk in to observe or 
participate.
7 p.m. St. Paul’s Anglican Church – 
See Sunday’s notice.
7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – 
See Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous – See 
Friday’s notice.
8 p.m. Beverly Hills Sharers Group AA 
– See Friday’s notice.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8
7 a.m. AA Meeting – “Breakfast With 
Bill,” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
and Saturday at 7:30 a.m. Hope 
Community United Methodist Church, 
2838 Lily St. Call 713-686-6300 (24/7) or 
visit https://aahouston.org/meetings/.
7:30 a.m. Rotary Club of Pearland – 
Check website for time and location https://
pearlandrotary.com/events/calendar or 
call 832-293-9860.
9 a.m. Pasadena Heritage Park and 
Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, a 
turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and 
an old-time kitchen. Open Tues. – Sat., 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. 
Call Karen Hollon at 713-472-0565 for 
appointment. Tours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

LEADER READERS
25 words: Personal: $8 for 1 week/ $21 for 3 weeks; 

Business: $10 for 1 week/ $27 for 3 weeks

HELP
WANTED

Flexible hours full or part time. Paid  
vacation and holidays. Fluent Spanish 

required! Will train the right person 
$14.00 per hour and up with experience.

832-671-0978

Hydraulic equipment repair 
technician needed.

ESTATE SALE
9706 CARMALEE. Fri, - 
Sat., Jan. 9 - 10, 9 a.m. - 
3 p.m. Woodworking 
shop, storage, household 
furniture, appliances and 
kitchen items, tools, lawn 
equipment, womens 
clothing. Final sale, 
everything must go. 1-8 

FOR SALE
LARGE STORAGE UNIT 
close to South Belt. 
Furniture, washer, dryer, 
lots of antiques and fish-
ing items. All must go. 

Call Kerri @ 713-944-
4015. 1-8

REAL ESTATE
HOME FOR RENT. 
2-bedroom, 2-bath, sin-
gle-family home. $2,600 
month. 11419 Sagewhite 
Dr. Contact James Carter 
562-743-9561. 1-15

SERVICE
CARPENTER/HANDY-
MAN. Light electrical, 
plumbing & painting, 
replace/repair. No Job 
Too Small. 281-948-
8887. 1-29

PRESSURE WASHING! 
Free Estimates. Call 
Scott and Sons at 979-
235-0645. House, drive-
ways, sidewalks, boats, 
R.V.s, etc. We also clean 
solar panels. Time for 
c leaning. Free 
Estimates! 1-29
V.L. TREE SERVICES. 
Tree trimming, pruning, 
topping, stump grinding, 
tree removal, palm trees. 
Free estimates. 346-577-
3347. 1-29

Call for Free Estimates.

Heating Systems 
on Sale Now

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT*

281-922-5665
Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE

We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

It’s not too soon!  Beat the rush!
WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

Financing Available
TACLB002755C

*Preferred Air of Houston LLC dba
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REGISTER
NOW

FOR SPRING
CLASSES

APPLY, REGISTER, AND PAY 
ONLINE AT SANJAC.EDU

CLASSES BEGIN JAN. 12

An Equal Opportunity Institution 
sanjac.edu/accreditation

Continued from Page 5
 Clear Brook entered 
district play with as much 
confi dence as any varsity 
boys’ team in the league, 
sporting a 13-2 overall re-
cord prior to taking on the 
Gators. 
 But in a district that al-
ready includes high-pow-
ered scoring players like 
Clear Lake’s Damon 
Miles and Madden Hill 
of Clear Springs, Dick-
inson’s Troy’Nelle Belle 
has put together quite an 
offensive showcase to this 
point. 

 Scoring 36 points on 14 
of 23 shooting, including 
an early stretch of three 
consecutive three-point-
ers, Belle led the Gators to 
a fairly easy 67-52 victo-
ry over the Wolverines to 
kick off 24-6A action.  
 The victory was the 
13th in 17 overall games 
for a Dickinson program 
that certainly fi gures to be 
in the mix for the league 
championship. Jace Walk-
er led the Wolverines with 
13 points, while Christian 
Brown added 11.
 Clear Lake and Clear 

Hoops races reach key stretch 
Springs also went head-
to-head Dec. 19, with the 
Chargers coming away 
with a 57-44 victory. Miles 
had 17 points in the fi rst 
half, but Clear Springs did 
a much better job defen-
sively in the second half 
en route to the victory. 
 Hill knocked down 
four three-pointers in the 
fi rst half on his way to 15 
points, then fi nished with 
23 points overall. 
 Miles had 25 points for 
the Falcons, who slipped 
to 13-6 overall after the 
defeat.

2025 year in sports review continues
Continued from Page 6
March 31 to improve to 
8-2 overall within league 
play. 
 The fi rst time the 
Longhorns met up with 
the Mavericks, the out-
come was much closer as 
Dobie came away with a 
1-0 victory, but this time 
the locals left no doubt in 
the game while cruising 
to the easy win. 
 The Longhorns scored 
fi ve runs in the fi rst in-
ning and added nine more 
in the top of the fourth 
inning to close out the 
victory in four innings. 
Alexis Martinez and Na-
talie De Hoyos both drove 
in three runs in the win 
over the Mavericks, with 
De Hoyos smacking a 
home run along the way. 
Dobie had 18 hits in the 
game, led by De Hoyos 
with three. Leslie Sarduy, 
Martinez, Amaya Coro-
na, Persephone Soria and 
Jackie Peralta all had two 
hits. Vanessa De La Fuen-
te pitched the fi rst three 
innings to earn the victo-
ry for the Longhorns.
 The Dobie boys dom-
inated the 3,200 distance 
at the district 22-6A track 
and fi eld championships 
March 31 at Pearland ISD 
Stadium. Longhorn senior 
Chris Torres was the gold 
medalist in the event, with 
freshman teammate Jor-
dan Roman second for a 
silver medal. 
 Freshman Cruz Jas-
so was fourth as he also 
qualifi ed for the area 
championships.  
 Dobie Class of 2023 
graduate Jacque Giron 
fi nished with a team-
high 15 points and four 
steals in mid-March as 
her Weatherford College 
women’s basketball team 

ver medal for a throw of 
108 feet, 8 inches in the 
discus event as the senior 
punched her ticket for the 
area round. Dobie senior 
Blessing Akinloye fi n-
ished off a solid fi nal sea-
son as she was fi fth in the 
shot at 33-9. At 5-0, Do-
bie’s Aniya Menefee was 
fi fth in the high jump. 
Junior Kylar Joseph also 
went 35-0 in the triple 
jump for fi fth place.
 For the JFD boys in 
the fi eld events, a dis-
tance of 43-9 had Dobie 
junior Da’Marcus Hodg-
es advancing his way to  
the area round as he was 
fourth in the triple jump 
at the district champion-
ships. Hodges also had a 
top long jump of 21-1/2 
for sixth place. Junior 
Johan Villavicencio post-
ed a time of 1:59.16 for 
a personal record, third 
place and a bronze medal 
in the 800 as he advanced 
the areas. In the April 2 
evening session to con-
clude the meet. 
 Dobie junior Marcus 
Jones advanced in the 100 
as he won a bronze med-
al for third place at 11.03. 
In the varsity boys’ relays, 
the Longhorns were third 
in a time of 43.25 to reach 
areas as the foursome in-
cluded Jones, Titus Ran-
dle, Hodges and Adrian 
Taylor. The Dobie girls 
were disqualifi ed in the 
4x100 relay. The Long-
horns’ 4x400 foursome 
of Deshaun Singleton, 
Maurice Bryant, Johan 
Villavicencio and Riley 
snatched bronze med-
als for third place in the 
event to advance with a 
time of 3:25.72. A time of 
1:29.99 placed the Long-
horns sixth in the 4x200 
relay as that foursome 
included Broussard, Tay-
lor, Bryant and Jones. 
The Longhorns’ Jalen 
Broussard also headed 
to the area round as he 
was fourth with a time of 
22.51 in the 200. 
 At the 400 distance, the 
Longhorns’ Tariq Riley 
was also able to advance 
to the area round as he put  
together a time of 49.51. 
Joshua Shelton, formerly 
of Clear Brook and a two-
time regional qualifi er in 
the 400, was the 22-6A 
gold medalist in the event 
for Pearland as he crossed 
the line at 47.04.
 Angel Molina cele-
brated Senior Day with 
his Longhorn teammates 

as he doubled and tri-
pled, driving in four runs 
to help lead Dobie to 
a 10-1 victory over the 
South Houston Trojans. 
Molina was 3 for 4 over-
all in the game and Isaiah 
Jones stole a pair of bases 
and knocked in a pair of 
runs to support freshman 
Jaylen Aguilar’s four no-
hit, no-earned-runs pitch-
ing performance.  
 The victory capped a 
two-game sweep of the 
Trojans as the Longhorns 
improved to 6-4 in 22-
6A play, remaining very 
much in the postseason 
hunt with a two-game 
series coming up against 
Sam Rayburn. Austin Sil-
va had a double, drove 
in three runs and scored 
twice as the Longhorns 
run-ruled South Hous-
ton 18-1 at South Hous-
ton. Aguilar doubled in a 
run  and scored twice to 
back the solid pitching 
performance of Tristan 
McKissick. With the se-
ries against Rayburn, the 
Longhorns had a chance 
to solidify the fourth spot 
in the district race. First-
place Dawson and sec-
ond-place Pearland have 
separated themselves 
from the fi eld, Alvin was 
third ahead of a two-game 
series against Dobie.
 District 22-6A softball 
leader Pearland scored 
two runs in the top of the 
fi fth and another in the 
top of the sixth, then held 
off Dobie late for a 3-1 
victory  at Dobie main, 
securing the league cham-
pionship along the way.
 Dobie junior pitcher 
Vanessa De La Fuente 
recorded her 300th ca-
reer strikeout in the game 
and allowed only six hits 
and three earned runs in 
the game but suffered the 
loss.
 The Longhorns got an 
RBI single from Chloe 
Matthews in the bottom of 
the sixth inning for their 
lone run of the game.

April 17
 A time of 9 minutes, 
55.31 seconds was good 
for a silver medal at the 
3,200 distance for Dobie 
senior Chris Torres, while 
senior Lauren Garza was 
third for a bronze med-
al in the girls’ 3,200 at 
11:36.09 as both seniors 
qualifi ed for the Region 
3 championships in Web-
ster. Lopez also advanced 
to regionals in the 1,600 
at 4:31.66. 
 Dobie’s Da’Marcus 
Hodges came up with 
a personal record of 44 
feet, 8 1/2 inches in the 
triple jump as he captured 
a bronze medal and an in-
vitation to the Region 3 
championships  
 Clear Brook thrower 
Darwin Bolden II was the 
gold medalist in the dis-
cus from the 23-6A/24-
6A event at Humble ISD’s 
Turner Stadium, winning 
with a throw of 169 feet, 
2 inches.  
 Winners of eight of 
their last 10 district base-
ball games, the Dobie 
Longhorns went into the 
fi rst of two critical games 
against the Alvin Yellow-
jackets April 15 at Alvin 
and hosted Alvin April 17 
at Dobie main with third 
place in the league stand-
ings on the line. 
 The Longhorns’ Julian 
Ricks came up with an 
outstanding pitching per-
formance April 8 against 
Sam Rayburn as the lo-
cals came away with a 
10-0 win. Ricks went four 
innings in the fi ve-inning 
game, allowing one hit 
along the way.
 The Longhorns entered 
action against Alvin at 
8-4 overall in league play.

girls as they tallied 36 
points for fi fth place.
 Dobie’s distance run-
ning crew set the tone 
early on during the open-
ing day of the meet as the 
3,200 was held along with 
the fi eld event fi nals. Tor-
res came up with an im-
pressive time of 9 min-
utes, 51.39 seconds to 
win the gold medal early 
in the day in the 3,200, 
with freshman teammate 
Jordan Roman in for the 
silver medal at 10:02.65. 
Cruz Jasso, having previ-
ously missed the majority 
of the track and fi eld sea-
son while playing varsity 
soccer for the Longhorns, 
wound up fourth in the 
event to advance to the 
areas as he put together a 
time of 10:18.38. A gold 
medal already in his pock-
et two days prior in the 
3,200. Torres was equal-
ly impressive in the 1,600 
as he also captured a gold 
medal with a terrifi c run 
of 4:56.33. Roman was 
in at4:38.38 for fourth 
place as he also advanced 
to the area round. Jas-
so, who turned heads as 
the 22-6A gold medalist 
during the cross-country 
season as a freshman,was 
at the 1,600 distance with 
a time of 4:48.78. A time 
of 11:34.63 landed Gar-
za the gold medal at the 
3,200 distance in the var-
sity girls’ division as the 
senior advanced to the 
area round. One of the top 
performers in the history 
of Dobie’s distance run-
ning program, Garza was 
also the 22-6A gold med-
alist during the fall 2024 
cross-country season. 
Garza also was part of the 
fi eld in the 1,600 as she 
fi nished sixth overall with 
a time of 5:30.81. 
 Dawson’s Kylie Her-
pin was a dominant force 
in both throwing events 
and was a serious state 
contender moving for-
ward, but Dobie’s Miah 
Hypolitemade a differ-
ence as well. Hypolite 
also had a memorable day 
for the Longhorn girls as 
she earned herself a sil-

and fi eld round. 
 Dobie distance runners 
Jordan Roman, Lauren 
Garza, Chris Torres and 
Cruz Jasso each quali-
fi ed for the area round 
in the 3,200 on the fi rst 
day of the district 22-6A 
championships.Torres 
and Garza were the re-
spective boys’ and girls’ 
district champions in the 
event, while Roman was 
the boys’ silver medalist 
and also was fourth in the 
event to advance.  

April 10
 Dobie’s distance run-
ners were the stars of the 
show for the locals as the 
District 22-6A Track and 
Field Championships 
played out over three days 
at Pearland ISD Stadium. 
 The 2024 Class 6A 
state runner-up Summer 
Creek girls dominated the 
competition at the cham-
pionships, putting togeth-
er 198 points for the team 
title in a thorough perfor-
mance to start the post-
season. 
 Meanwhile, the Sharks 
were in complete control 
on the boys side of things, 
winning the team cham-
pionship with 195 points 
as the meet concluded 
April 2 at Pearland ISD 
Stadium. Pearland was 
the runner-up in the boys’ 
and girls’ divisions, while 
Manvel was the third place 
team in both divisions to 
fi nish strong. Looking 
ahead to the 21-6A/22-
6A Area Championships, 
the top four fi nishers in 
each individual and relay 
event at the 21-6A and 
22-6A would advance 
with an eye on earning a 
regional berth. Bolstered 
by a strong showing in 
the fi eld events, includ-
ing two gold medals from 
senior Chris Torres, fi rst 
in the 3,200 on the open-
ing day of competition 
and another in the 1,600 
two days later, the Dobie 
boys wound up fourth in 
the team standings with 
89 points. Senior Lauren 
Garza, the gold medal-
ist in the 3,200 event, led 
the way for the Longhorn 

was eliminated by New 
Mexico, 76-66, in the Na-
tional Junior College Ath-
letic Association’s Region 
5 postseason tournament. 
 With Giron leading the 
Coyotes in scoring and 
assists during the 2024-
2025 season, the program 
reached the postseason 
for the fi rst time in three 
seasons and put together a 
20-11 overall record, col-
lecting the most wins in 
fi ve seasons for the pro-
gram. 
 Giron, a former Dis-
trict Most Valuable Player 
at Dobie, is now at Prairie 
View A&M, where she is 
averaging 7.5 points per 
game and 3.7 rebounds 
while starting 10 of 12 
overall games.
 Clear Brook Class of 
2024 graduate Jizzale Da-
vis continued to shine ear-
ly on during the collegiate 
outdoor track and fi eld 
season as the University 
of Texas Rio Grande Val-
ley Vaqueros tallied three 
top-10 fi nishes March 
28 during day two of the 
Bobcat Invitational at the 
Texas State University 
Track & Field Complex. 
Competing in the 200, 
 Davis delivered a time 
of 24.12 seconds to fi nish 
ninth overall. On the fi nal 
day in the 100, Davis was 
in at 11.89 for 20th place.  
 The Dobie boys fi n-
ished 13th and one spot 
out of the fi nal 12 qual-
ifi ers for the state tour-
nament championships 
March 29 in San Antonio 
during the Texas State 
High School Bowling fi -
nals. Zaniya Franklin of 
Dobie made her way to 
the state semifi nals and 
the individual girls’ state 
championship before 
bowing out. The Clear 
Brook girls fi nished 18th 
in the team champion-
ships to close out the sea-
son.
 Dobie’s Lauren Garza 
was the gold medalist in 
the 3,200 at the District 
22-6A championships 
with a time of 11 minutes, 
34.63 seconds as she ad-
vanced to the area track 

Jace Walker (left) and Cruz Calone were Brazosport Holiday Classic All-Tour-
nament selections as they helped the Clear Brook varsity boys’ basketball team 
win the championship trophy at the Dec. 29-30 event.

At right, the Dobie 
boys dominated the 
3,200 distance at the 
district 22-6A track 
and field champion-
ships at Pearland ISD 
Stadium. Longhorn 
senior Chris Torres 
(center) was the gold 
medalist in the event, 
with freshman team-
mate Jordan Roman 
(right) second for a sil-
ver medal. Freshman 
Cruz Jasso (left) was 
fourth as he also quali-
fied for the area cham-
pionships. 
Dobie will begin the 
2026 track and field 
season a month from 
now, meeting up Feb. 
6 at the Jim Kethan 
Relays in Deer Park. 
Jasso is a key perform-
er with the Longhorns’ 
varsity soccer program 
at present, but certain-
ly could join his track 
and field friends later 
in the season. Roman 
has put together a ter-
rific resume since last 
season and certainly is 
expected to be a major 
contributor as a soph-
omore on the track in 
the distance events.

Dobie tennis coach Manuel Moreno Jr. (left) had a chance to catch up with 
Longhorn softball legend Krista Williams Yates during the Texas Tennis Coach-
es Association Hall of Fame induction ceremony late last month as Moreno was 
enshrined into the prestigious class. Williams Yates last spring led her King-
wood varsity softball program to the 6A state championship.
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