
Email: mynews@southbeltleader.com www.southbeltleader.com Vol. 44, No. 28

Voice of Community-Minded People since 1976

43 years of covering South Belt43 years of covering South Belt43 years of covering South Belt

Thursday, August 8, 2019

Pasadena ISD readies for 2019-2020
 Pasadena Independent School District offi -
cials are gearing up for the 2019-2020 school 
year, with many new changes in store for area 
students.
 Many of the new changes and improvements 
are directly tied to House Bill 3, which provid-
ed more than $40 million of new funding to the 
district. Signed into law by Gov. Greg Abbott 
this past June, the $11.6 billion measure includes 
roughly $6.5 billion in new public education 
spending statewide.
 The new funds will allow PISD to add 22 
new classrooms to its prekindergarten program, 
bringing the total number of classrooms to more 

than 90. Both half-day and full-day classes are 
available. Space may be limited.
 For more information on PISD’s prekinder-
garten program, visit www1.pasadenaisd.org/
parents-_students/pre-_k_information.
 Pasadena ISD’s Early College High School 
program has also now expanded to include all 
district high schools.
 A joint venture with San Jacinto College, 
ECHS allows students to earn an associate de-
gree by the time they earn their high school di-
ploma.
 Students from Dobie and South Houston high 
schools will take courses at San Jacinto College 

South, while students from Memorial, Sam Ray-
burn and Pasadena high schools will will take 
courses at San Jacinto College Central.
 Approximately 1,900 students are expected to 
participate in the ECHS program school year.
 For more information on PISD’s Early Col-
lege High School program, visit www1.pasade 
naisd.org/departments/departments_c-_e/ECHS.
 Additional funds will also now allow PISD to 
expand its Connect program.
 The district’s Connect program is a digital 
learning platform that empowers teachers to cus-
tomize instruction to meet their students’ indi-
vidual needs and interests.

 Begun in the 2015-2016 school year with 
just 200 students in three grade levels at three 
schools, the program has now grown to include 
8,000 students in eight grade levels at 41 schools 
in the 2019-2020 school year.
 For more information on PISD’s Connect pro-
gram, visit www1.pasadenaisd.org/parents-_stu 
dents/connect_program_-_personalized_learn 
ing.
 Pasadena ISD students will return to school on 
Monday, Aug. 19, except for high school fresh-
men, who will return to class on Friday, Aug. 16.
 For more back-to-school information, visit 
www1.pasadenaisd.org.

Local swimming pools to close
  While the heat index may suggest otherwise, 
summer is coming to an end, and several local 
swimming pools are closing for the season.
 The City of Houston’s Sagemont and Bever-
ly Hills swimming pools will close daily opera-
tions on Sunday, Aug. 11. The pools will remain 
open on Saturdays and Sundays (and Labor Day, 
Monday, Sept. 2) from 1 to 8 p.m. through Mon-
day, Sept. 2.
 The Sageglen pool will remain open three 

weekends past Labor Day, closing Sunday, Sept. 
29. Pool hours are noon to 9 p.m. on Saturday 
and 1 to 9 p.m. on Sunday.
 All other remaining pools in the area will be 
open weekends only through Labor Day.
 Riverstone Ranch pool hours are from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m.; Ashley Pointe pool hours will be 
from noon to 8 p.m.; Clear Brook Meadows pool 
hours are from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; and Highland 
Meadow pool hours are 3 to 8 p.m.

Tollway entry ramp to close
 The westbound entry ramps from the Gulf 
Freeway to Beltway 8 will be completely 
closed from 9 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 8, to 5 a.m. 
Friday, Aug. 9.

JFD cheer holds fundraiser
 Dobie cheerleaders will host a fundraiser 
Friday Aug. 9, at El Pollo Loco, 2610 Pearland 
Parkway, from 4 to 8 p.m. Bring a fl yer (on 
Page 2A of the Aug. 1 edition of the Leader), 
a copy of this newspaper or a photo of this 
write-up, and 50 percent of one’s purchase 
will be donated to the organization.

Gulf Freeway closures set
 At least one lane on the northbound frontage 
road of the Gulf Freeway from FM 517 to FM 
518 in League City will be closed daily from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. through Monday, Sept. 30.
 At least one northbound and one southbound 
main lane and frontage road lane on the Gulf 
Freeway from NASA Bypass/NASA Road 1 to 
SH 96/League City Parkway will be closed daily 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and nightly from 9 p.m. to 
5 a.m. through Tuesday, Dec. 31. Alternate en-
trance and exit ramps will be closed.
 The northbound exit ramp on the Gulf Free-
way between SH 96/League City Parkway and 
FM 518 will be closed continuously through 9 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 31.
 Drivers traveling north on the main lanes will 
continue to NASA Road 1, exit, then U-turn and 
come back to FM 518.
 The closures are associated with an ongo-
ing construction project to widen the freeway 
from three to fi ve lanes in each direction and 
the frontage roads from two to three lanes in 
each direction.

Faith Baptist giveaway
 Faith Missionary Baptist Church, 9850 
Mango, will host a backpack giveaway, Sat-
urday, Aug. 10, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  There 
will be games, food and fun. Backpacks com-
plete with school supplies will be given out 
while supplies last.

Beltway closures planned
 The eastbound and westbound U-turn lanes 
at Beltway 8 and Beamer will be closed con-
tinuously through 9 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 22.
 The southbound Beltway 8 frontage road at 
SH 3/Old Galveston Road will be completely 
closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, Aug. 
9.
 At least one inside frontage road lane on 
Beltway 8 at Conklin will be closed daily from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Friday, Aug. 9.
 Both northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Crenshaw will be 
closed daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Fri-
day, Aug. 16.
 Both northbound and southbound U-turn 
lanes at Beltway 8 and Vista will be closed 
daily from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Friday, 
Aug. 30.
 At least one alternate lane on the north-
bound Beltway 8 frontage road from Vista to SH 
225 will be closed daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. and nightly from 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. through 
Friday, Aug. 30.
 The closures are associated with the project 
to widen Beltway 8 from two to four lanes in 
each direction.

Church holds blood drive 
 South Belt Church, 13100 Beamer, will hold 
a blood and platelet drive Saturday, Aug. 10, 
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M.D. Anderson is 
sponsoring the event. Donors must be in good 
health, at least 17 years old and weigh 110 
pounds or more. Platelet donors must not have 
taken ibuprofen or aspirin products within 48 
hours of a donation. A photo ID will be required 
for all donors. To schedule an appointment, visit 
http://tinyurl.com/southbelt0819.

E-recycling set for Aug. 10 
 The City of Houston Solid Waste Manage-
ment Department’s monthly electronic recy-
cling event will take place Saturday, Aug. 10, 
at the Neighborhood Recycling Center at El-
lington Airport from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. Re-
cycling electronics keeps potentially harmful 
materials, such as mercury, cadmium, lead and 
cathode ray tubes out of the waste stream and 
the environment. 
 Items accepted are PCs, servers, key-
boards, mice, laptops, game consoles, moni-
tors, small kitchen appliances, memory chips, 
hubs and routers, printers, copiers, scanners, 
fax machines, projectors, rechargeable batter-
ies, cable boxes, car batteries, telephones, cell 
phones, PDAs, tape drives, hard drives, cords, 
cables and cameras. The collection events take 
place the second Saturday of each month. For 
additional information, visit www.houston
solidwaste.org or call 3-1-1. 

Heavy trash pickup set
 City residents south of Fuqua will have 
heavy trash pickup Thursday, Aug. 8 (second 
Thursday of the month). City residents north of 
Fuqua and west of the Gulf Freeway will have 
heavy trash pickup on Friday, Aug. 9 (second 
Friday of the month). August is for junk waste, 
but tree waste will also be accepted. For addi-
tional information, visit www.houstontx.gov/
solidwaste.

Officials attend annual dinner

Several elected officials gathered Tuesday, July 30, at the Sylvan Beach Pavilion in La Porte 
for the annual Liberty Dinner, sponsored by the San Jacinto Republican Women club. Tex-
as Railroad Commissioner Ryan Sitton served as guest speaker at the event. Shown above 
at the dinner are, left to right, Rep. Dennis Paul, Sen. Larry Taylor, Speaker of the House 
Dennis Bonnen, Tammy Nielsen and Houston mayoral candidate Bill King. 
 Photo by Marie Flickinger

State mulls SH 99 funding cuts

Texas Department of Transportation offi cials are considering a move that would remove 
proposed parts of SH 99/Grand Parkway (segments B, C and D shown above) from its 2020 
funding list. Many business and community leaders oppose the move, saying it will nega-
tively affect mobility and stifle commerce and economic development. Public input is cur-
rently being sought on the proposal.

PISD board named top five in state 
 The Pasadena Independent School District 
Board of Trustees is one of fi ve school boards 
from across Texas to be selected as Honor School 
Boards as part of the 2019 Texas Association of 
School Administrators (TASA) School Board 
Awards.
 Each year, the program recognizes outstand-
ing Texas school boards for commitment and 
service that has made a positive impact on Texas 
public school students.
 Since 1971, the TASA program has honored 

Texas school district boards of trustees that have 
demonstrated dedication to student achievement 
and that put students fi rst.
 The fi ve school boards selected as 2019 Texas 
Honor School Boards are:
 – Harlingen CISD Board of Trustees, Region 
1, Art Cavazos, nominating superintendent
 – Pasadena ISD Board of Trustees, Region 4, 
DeeAnn Powell, nominating superintendent
 – Tyler ISD Board of Trustees, Region 7, Mar-

Continued on Page 4A

Shoppers to enjoy tax-free weekend
 Whether one’s in need of notebooks, rulers or 
running shoes, Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar is 
reminding shoppers they can save money on those 
and other items during the state’s sales tax holiday 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 9-11. (See 
Almeda Mall back-to-school ad Page 6A.)
 The law exempts sales tax on qualifi ed items 
– such as clothing, footwear, school supplies and 
backpacks – priced below $100, saving shoppers 
about $8 on every $100 they spend.
 “As Texas families begin the process of replac-
ing their beach towels with lunch boxes, the sales 

tax holiday is the perfect opportunity to save 
some money on supplies families need before 
the school bell rings,” Hegar said. “As a father of 
three, I know how these expenses can add up.”
 Apparel and school supplies that may be pur-
chased tax-free are listed on the Comptroller’s 
website at TexasTaxHoliday.org.
 Shoppers this year will save an estimat-
ed $102.2 million in state and local sales taxes 
during the sales tax holiday.
 Texas’ sales tax holiday weekend has been an 
annual event since 1999.

Residents warned of possible scam
 The Leader has received multiple complaints 
about a possible phone scam where callers claim 
to be from the Social Security Administration re-
questing sensitive private information.
 The reported hoax is fairly common, accord-
ing to the Offi ce of the Inspector General, which 
investigates such crimes.
 “The OIG continues to receive reports from 
across the country about fraudulent phone calls 
from people claiming to be from SSA,” the de-
partment posted on its website. “Recent reports 

have indicated that unknown callers are using in-
creasingly threatening language in these calls. 
The callers state, due to improper or illegal ac-
tivity with a citizen’s Social Security number or 
account, a citizen will be arrested or face other 
legal action if they fail to call a provided phone 
number to address the issue. This is a scam; cit-
izens should not engage with these calls or pro-
vide any personal information. SSA employees 
do contact citizens, generally those who have 

Continued on Page 4A

 Almost two years after Hurricane Harvey, 
FEMA has awarded the fi rst set of federal grants 
to the City of Houston for a pair of large-scale 
fl ood mitigation projects in areas hit by the re-
cord-high rainfall from the storm.
 The city will receive funding for the fi rst 
phase of the $46.9 million Inwood Forest Storm-
water Detention Basin at the former Inwood Golf 
Course on the northwest side and the fi rst phase 
of the $47.1 million Lake Houston Dam Spill-
way Improvement Project.
 “This is a breakthrough moment for the City 
and one we have been waiting for very patient-
ly,” Mayor Sylvester Turner said. “Houston has 
bounced back from Harvey, but we need the fed-

eral government as a full partner as we work to 
prevent fl ooding from the next storms that will 
surely come.”
 The mayor thanked the city’s congressional 
delegation, state offi cials, City Council members 
and his staff for working together to open the 
federal funding stream for Houston.
 The City started fi ling Hazard Mitigation 
Grant Program paperwork with FEMA in the 
fi rst half of 2018, soon after Congress appropri-
ated disaster relief and recovery funds in reaction 
to the devastation from Harvey and other 2017 
hurricanes.
 FEMA will provide 75 percent of the costs for 

Continued on Page 4A

City awards 1st Harvey grants

Ellington recycling to be concreted
 Houston City Council Member Dave Martin 
is pleased to announce Houston Public Works 
has started a complete pavement replacement 
at Ellington Airport/Clear Lake Neighborhood 
Recycling Center. Over the last couple of years, 
Martin has provided patching of potholes within 
the recycling center. 
 Understanding these asphalt patches are often 
short term solutions, Martin continued to push 
for a more substantial long-term project, which 

has been secured. The scope of work includes 
replacing all existing asphalt with concrete to 
improve driving conditions and to preserve and 
prolong the life of the road base. 
 The work is expected to be completed by Oc-
tober 2019, weather permitting. To maintain ac-
cess to the recycling containers, crews have sec-
tioned the work so they begin working outside 
the fence allowing accessibility to the containers. 

Continued on Page 4A 

TxDOT funding worries leaders 
 The Texas Department of Transportation re-
cently unveiled its plan to remove SH 99/Grand 
Parkway segment B, C and D projects from its 
2020 funding list, concerning many business and 
community leaders.
 “This has caught all of us by complete sur-
prise,” said South Belt resident and Bay Area 
Houston Economic Partnership (BAHEP) Presi-
dent Bob Mitchell. “Offi cials with the Texas De-
partment of Transportation declined to comment 
about the rationale behind the move, only saying 
the public still has the opportunity to comment 
before an Aug. 29 vote.”
 Such a move could delay development by up 
to 10 years. Work was expected to cost $1.28 bil-
lion.
 BAHEP has been joined in opposition by Gal-
veston County Commissioners Court, League 
City Council and others.
 Once completed, SH 99/Grand Parkway was 

to make a giant “third loop” around the Greater 
Houston area, similar to the smaller, already con-
structed Interstate 610 and Sam Houston Toll-
way loops. (See related map on this page.)
 Segment B is designed to run from the Gulf 
Freeway to SH 288; Segment C is designed to 
run from SH 288 to Highway 59; and Segment D 
is designed to run from Highway 59 to Interstate 
10. Segment A, which is not being considered for 
removal, is designed to run from the Gulf Free-
way to Highway 146.
 Mitchell and others in the business communi-
ty see the project as being essential to ongoing 
economic development in Galveston, Brazoria 
and Fort Bend counties.
 Further, community leaders also view the 
endeavor as being critical as an evacuation 
route and a means to reduce surrounding traf-
fi c congestion.

Continued on Page 6A

St. Luke’s to hold senior fair Aug. 17
 St. Luke Catholic Church, 11011 Hall Road, 
will host a senior information fair Saturday, Aug. 
17, from 9 a.m. to noon in the parish hall.
 Most residents know a senior citizen that is 
55+ or have themselves reached that age. Deal-

ing with life issues can be stressful and frustrat-
ing, especially when one must make life-chang-
ing decisions for oneself or a family member. It 
is of the utmost importance to fi nd resources in

Continued on Page 4A 
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Dobie9 principal gives
instructions to parents
 Dear Parents of Dobie Incoming Ninth 
Graders, 
 We are excited about welcoming the 
class of 2023 and wanted to share with you 
some important information as the start of 
school rapidly approaches.
 We will hold an orientation for the par-
ents of incoming freshmen on Wednesday, 
August 14, 2019. The orientation meeting 
will begin at 6 p.m. in the Dobie9 gym. We 
cannot express enough the importance of 
this meeting, as we will be sharing essen-
tial information that will ensure your stu-
dent’s success this fi rst year in high school. 
 This orientation will offer parents an op-
portunity to meet the administrators and 
counselors who will be working directly 

with your student this upcoming year. 
 If your student is a part of the Connect 
program or Early College program there 
will be a brief meeting immediately fol-
lowing the orientation. Locations of these 
meetings will be given at the conclusion of 
the orientation.
 The fi rst day of school for incoming 
freshmen will be Friday, August 16, 2019 
from 7:15 – 11:30. This will provide time 
for students to acclimate to the high school 
environment and become familiar with the 
opportunities and expectations for the up-
coming year. The fi rst full day of the school 
year will be Monday, August 19, 2019. 
School hours are 7:15 – 2:35.
 We appreciate your cooperation and 
look forward to seeing you on the evening 
of Aug. 14. 
Sincerely,  Mike Van Essen 
  Dobie9 Principal

Deaths
Elected offi cials share their words

Publisher’s Opinion

In My Opinion

Local library events set
Bracewell Branch Library

 The following events are scheduled for the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 Kingspoint:
 Thursday, Aug. 8, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Spanish computer class for adults and seniors
 Monday, Aug. 12, 2:15 – 5:15 p.m. Citizenship class. The classes cover the 100 civics ques-
tions and how to prepare for the citizenship interview. Other topics include the citizenship appli-
cation and qualifi cations. Class participation is by appointment only.
 Tuesday, Aug. 13, 1:15 – 5:15 p.m. Citizenship class. Class participation by appointment 
only.
 Wednesday, Aug. 14, 10:30 a.m. Polliwog club. Little polliwogs will hop into nature by 
developing nature knowledge and skills through a variety of books, songs, crafts and hands-on 
animal experiences brought by Harris County Precinct One constables. This is a special three-
week series. Space is limited. Sessions are open to the fi rst 30 children. Register online, by 
phone or in person. Future dates are Aug. 21 and 28. 
 Wednesday, Aug. 14, 10:15 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. Citizenship class. Class participation by ap-
pointment only. 
 Wednesday, Aug. 14. Computer courses: 2 p.m. Computer Basics; 3:15 p.m. Internet Basics; 
4:30 p.m. Basic PowerPoint
 For more information, call the library at 832-393-2580.
 Bracewell hours are: Thursday noon – 8 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 1 – 5 p.m.; Sunday, 
closed; Monday, 2 – 6 p.m.; Tuesday and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Parker Williams Library
 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd.:
 Thursday, Aug. 8, 10:30 a.m. Computer Basics. Meet in the library computer lab to learn and 
practice a variety of basic computer skills, from the computer hardware and operating system to 
the internet. Register is requested.
 Friday, Aug. 9, 2 p.m. Anime Club. Intro to Cosplay, for ages 13 and older. For those who 
wanted to be a character from a favorite anime series and are not sure what it takes to be able to 
pull it off, meet at the library to learn skills and get some direction on how to do a cosplay.
 Friday, Aug. 9, 4:30 – 5:45 p.m. Beginning Spanish. Learn beginning level Spanish grammar 
and vocabulary in class sessions and using a free app anytime. Put it into practice in conversa-
tions and activities with fellow learners during class. Registration is requested.
 Saturday, Aug. 10, 10:30 a.m. Sensory Friendly Film “Ralph Breaks the Internet” (rated PG, 
112 minutes, for ages 3 and older). The lights will be low, the sound will be down, and there will 
be plenty of room for everyone to move around as needed for this third fi lm. Refreshments have 
been generously donated by State Farm.
 Saturday, Aug. 10, 1 – 2:30 p.m. Intermediate Spanish with Mercedes. Brush up on Spanish 
by listening and speaking with fellow learners and instructor Mercedes. (Class will also meet 
June 29.) Registration is requested. (Sessions are also Aug. 17, 24 and 31). Registration request-
ed.
 Monday, Aug. 12, 4:30 – 5:45 p.m. Beginning Spanish. Learn beginning level Spanish gram-
mar and vocabulary in class sessions and using a free app anytime. Put it into practice in conver-
sations and activities with fellow learners during class. Registration is requested.
 Wednesday, Aug. 14, 4:30 – 5:45 p.m. Beginning Spanish. Learn beginning level Spanish 
grammar and vocabulary in class sessions and using a free app anytime. Put it into practice in 
conversations and activities with fellow learners during class. Registration is requested.
 Wednesday, Aug. 14, 6 p.m. Teen Advisory Group, for ages 13 and older. For those who want 
books that are not offered at the library, meet in the library community room to voice an opinion 
and listen to a discussion on how the library staff can better serve its patrons.
 Below are the programs that occur every week, unless the library is closed:
 Tuesday, Babytime lapsit, 10:30 a.m. For babies from birth to 18 months, featuring a moth-
er-baby lapsit time with fi ngerplays, songs and playtime.
 Wednesday, Preschool storytime, 10:30 a.m. For children, ages 3 to 5 years, storytime fea-
tures stories, songs, fi ngerplays and a craft.
 Wednesday, 2 – 3 p.m.: Basic computer classes (Vietnamese). Learn mouse, keyboarding, 
basic internet skills and more at this weekly class in Vietnamese. Registration is requested.
 Thursday, Toddler storytime, 10:30 a.m. For toddlers from birth to 3 years, storytime features 
stories, songs, fi ngerplays and bubbles.
 Saturday, Vietnamese learning time, for adults and children ages 8 and older. Classes begin 
at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m. It’s a great time to take a class to help with 
a skill for work, gain understanding of a topic or learn a language. There are many free classes 
available online at the library website or on the internet, through universities or other sources. 
Practice navigating the internet to learn about these, or sign up for one. For more information on 
these programs, speak with Loc Bui.
 For more information on all other programs, call the library at 832-927-7870.
 Library hours are: Thursday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Friday, 1 – 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; 
Sunday, closed; Monday, 1 – 9 p.m.; Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.

 A person is guilty until proven innocent 
or wealthy. This is how our old outdated 
justice system has been working in Harris 
County for far too long. There have been 
incidents that an individual may stay in jail 
for months. Most are jailed not because 
they are violent criminals or guilty, but be-
cause they cannot afford to pay a bond. 
This system is far from just and fair be-
cause it penalizes the poor.  This may be a 
single mother who was arrested for failing 
to pay a traffi c ticket, loses her job, miss-
es payments for her mortgage and as a 
result, loses her home. She is now home-
less. Or it could be a young man who was 
wrongfully accused but spent 6 months in 
jail before someone took a closer look at 
his case. We have to fi x this. We can do 
better. We must do better.
 My career in law enforcement has 
shown me where government fails and 
where we could improve. Not everyone 
who goes to jail is guilty. Not everyone 
who is arrested is a criminal. I have seen 
the wasted human capital that sits behind 
bars that could otherwise be contribut-
ing to our economy. Instead, they are in 
jail awaiting trial, being supported by our 
tax dollars. Some families are being torn 
apart, parents losing custody of their chil-
dren.  The poorer you are, the more like-
ly you are to miss a court date: You can-
not afford childcare, you cannot afford to 
miss work, and you cannot afford a car to 
get to the courthouse. If we are going to 
keep people out of jail for being poor, we 
need to have a criminal justice system that 
works for everyone.
 The old outdated system of holding 
people in jail until they can pay bail – or 
keeping them until trial if they can’t – does 
not make the public safer; in fact, studies 
show it increases crime. A 2013 study by 
the Laura and John Arnold Foundation 
found that people who were detained af-
ter arrest were more likely to commit more 
crimes. In fact, the longer a person was 
detained, the more likely they are to com-
mit a crime after disposition of their current 
offense. As the former Sheriff, I witnessed 
how this unconstitutional cash bail system 
helped to create the most overcrowded jail 
in our recent history that depended on lu-
crative contracts with private jails to house 
thousands of inmates, while still requiring 
the taxpayers to pay millions more in over-

time to keep the jail compliant with state 
jail standards. I had no problem holding 
onto the most violent and dangerous, but 
the great majority had made mistakes that 
posed no direct threat to anyone but them-
selves. When our criminal justice system 
can deal with people proportionate to their 
mistakes then we not only become fair and 
just but safer because the fi rst time/nonvi-
olent offenders will have fewer opportuni-
ties to learn from the worst in jails.
 The impact goes far beyond the person 
who is incarcerated. Children with an in-
carcerated parent are more likely to expe-
rience higher rates of poverty, food inse-
curity, homelessness, and physical health 
problems. They are also twice as likely as 
their peers without a parent in prison to 
develop behavioral or mental health prob-
lems, including increased aggression, de-
pression, anxiety and migrate toward gang 
involvement. They are also more likely to 
associate with delinquent peers, get into 
fi ghts, skip school, have trouble concen-
trating, and perform poorly in school.  This 
system is far from just, makes us less safe 
and negatively impacts our children. We 
have to do better.
 The settlement announced last week 
is the fi rst step Harris County takes at 
fi xing this broken system. The decree 
applies only to individuals charged with 
misdemeanors except for cases of family 
violence, bond violations, and repeat DWI. 
These are crimes where a person is more 
likely to re-offend and will receive a magis-
trate hearing within 48 hours to determine 
what kind of bond they may be released 
under.  Those individuals outside of these 
exceptions will be released on a personal 
recognizance bond, which means the per-
son commits to making their court dates.  
Under the consent decree, they will be en-
sured the opportunity to be able to be rep-
resented by counsel at these proceedings.
 Freedom should never be for sale, and 
it is time we take our seat as a national 
leader in civil rights reform. I know the best 
way to keep our communities safe is hav-
ing a multi-tiered approach that allows our 
District Attorney and law enforcement offi -
cers to focus on the most dangerous while 
enhancing a criminal justice system that 
promotes fairness for all. Let us be com-
mitted to our constitution that proclaims a 
person is innocent until proven guilty.

Garcia touts bail reform: 
a system for everyone

By Commissioner Adrian Garcia, Harris County Pct. 2

 "On Nov. 6, 2018, voters in Houston ap-
proved by more than a 2-to-1 margin pay 
parity for police and fi refi ghters. Unfortu-
nately, despite this overwhelming show of 
support, the Administration has continued 
to undermine the voters' will...fi rst through 
the fi ling of a lawsuit to overturn the results 
of the vote and more recently, by refusing to 
negotiate in good faith during court-sanc-
tioned mediation sessions.
  "The impasse announced yesterday in 
talks geared to resolve the matter is a sig-
nifi cant setback to those of earnest intent 
seeking collective bargaining rights and a 
viable path forward. As an elected offi cial 
serving the City of Houston, I fi rmly believe 
it is our job to lead in times of crisis.
  "I have proposed and will continue to 
seek different options that honor the voters' 

mandate while preventing layoffs and pre-
serving public safety.  
 The ideas that I have put forth include 
the following:
  1) Zero-based budgeting that justifi es 
expenditures and frees up revenue.
 2) A minimal garbage fee to create an 
offset to fund pay parity.
 3) A public safety fee dedicated solely 
for police and fi re.
  "As an elected body, we are entrusted 
to make decisions that serve the best in-
terests of the people we represent. When 
those decisions are diffi cult, it is incumbent 
upon us to rise to the challenge and do the 
right thing.
 "Doing what's right means honoring the 
will of the voters and preserving our city's 
public safety."

Boykins tells administration 
to honor voters’ mandate

 The City of Houston May-
or’s Offi ce of Cultural Affairs 
is starting the process of se-
lecting an artist to create the 
city’s fi rst permanent outdoor 
artwork commemorating the 
life and legacy of the late 
Congresswoman Barbara Jor-
dan, Mayor Sylvester Turner 
announced last week.
 The site selected for the 
artwork is the historic African 
American Library at the Greg-
ory School, a special collec-
tions archive of the Houston 
Public Library, 1300 Victor 
St., Houston, in Freedmen’s 
Town.
 “It’s well past time we me-
morialize our hero Barbara 
Jordan with inspiring public 
art, especially since the city’s 
art collection contains only 
one outdoor sculpture or mon-
ument honoring a woman,” 
Turner said.
  “Peggy,” a statue by John 
Gutzon Borglum, honors Eliz-
abeth Stevens MacGregor in 
MacGregor Park.
 Artists residing in the Unit-
ed States are invited to submit 
qualifi cations for the opportu-
nity to design, fabricate and 
install a tribute to the pioneer-
ing educator, civic leader and 
venerated Houston native.
 The project has a total 

budget of up to $235,000. 
The deadline for submission 
of qualifi cations is Monday, 
Sept. 23, 11:59 p.m. CST. 
For details, go to www.hous
tontx.gov/culturalaffairs/bar
barajordan.html.
 A panel of arts profession-
als, stakeholders and com-
munity representatives will 
review qualifi ed submissions 
and select a short list of art-
ists to receive stipends to 
create and present detailed 
concept designs for fi nal se-
lection.
 The fi nal commission will 
be through two contracts with 
Houston Arts Alliance, one 
for design and one for con-
struction. The selected artist 
must be able and willing to 
sign a contract with Houston 
Arts Alliance for the commis-
sion.
 The artwork is funded by 
the City of Houston Civic Art 
Program. In 1999, the City of 
Houston established an or-
dinance mandating that 1.75 
percent of qualifi ed Capital 
Improvement Project dollars 
be set aside for civic art.
 For more information 
about the Houston’s Civic Art 
Program, visit www.HouCity
Art.org or follow the Mayor’s 
Offi ce of Cultural Affairs on 

Facebook and Instagram @
HoustonMOCA.
 Born in 1936, Barbara Jor-
dan attended Texas Southern 
University, where she gradu-
ated magna cum laude, and re-
ceived a law degree from Bos-
ton University. After teaching 
at Tuskegee Institute in Ala-
bama, she opened a law prac-
tice in Houston and became 
active in politics. In 1966 
she won election to the Tex-
as Senate, become the state’s 
fi rst African-American sen-
ator since 1883. In 1972 Jor-
dan was elected to the United 
States House of Representa-
tives from the 18th Texas Dis-
trict in Houston. She was the 
fi rst African-American wom-
an from the South to serve in 
Congress.
 In 1996 she was the fi rst 
woman and the fi rst Afri-
can-American to deliver the 
keynote address at a Demo-
cratic national convention. 
 Jordan retired from politics 
in 1979 and resumed teaching. 
She once again delivered the 
keynote address at the Demo-
cratic National Convention in 
1992 and she served as chair 
of the United States Commis-
sion on Immigration Reform 
in 1994. Jordan died Jan. 17, 
1996.

City seeks artist in plan 
to honor Barbara Jordan

Leader seeks vacation pics
 The Leader is seeking readers’ 2019 vacation photos. First-, second- and 
third-place prizes for Schlitterbahn tickets will be awarded for the best submis-
sions in August. Submissions should include where and when the photo was tak-
en, details of the trip and first and last names of each person. Email photos to my
news@southbeltleader.com. Big “thank you” to HPD-Clear Lake

 The community owes a great big “thank 
you” to the Houston Police Department of-
fi cers from the Clear Lake substation. They 
held a backpack and school supply give-
away for the community last Saturday. 
 To quote Jeanette Rodriguez who  post-
ed on the Leader Facebook page, “This 
was awesome; we enjoyed it so much, 
Thank Y’all!!” I couldn’t have said it better 
myself. Not only were there free school sup-
plies, but also multiple photo opportunities 
and entertainment including live monkeys.
 Mounted police and their horses pa-

tiently posed for many pictures.
 This was such a neat event. I must ad-
mit that the Leader was unaware of it the 
fi rst year, 2018, but you can be sure we 
will do our best to let you know next year, 
as we did this year. I believe the event will 
continue to grow. The stated HPD goal was 
to help lessen the back-to-school fi nancial 
burden for families. 
 But it did much more than that; it really 
helped bring the community and our HPD 
offi cers closer. Thank you, thank you, HPD!

–Marie Flickinger

Evans goes above and beyond for Schneider
 Pasadena Memorial High School’s Shining Star Carly 
Renee Schneider (below, left) is shown with 12th-grade 
PMHS college coordinator Tara Evans. Schneider select-
ed Evans for the honor of distinguished educator and said, 
“I have had the pleasure of being mentored by Mrs. Tara 
Evans since my junior year at Pasadena Memorial High 
School. She has always been there whenever I needed ad-
vice and was the person that fi rst made me feel comfortable 
at Memorial after transferring into the district. With her ra-
diating smile and infectious joy, Mrs. Evans goes above and 
beyond when it comes to her job by genuinely caring about 
our success after high school. I have gotten to know her 
professionally and personally and I am thankful to honor 
her and all she has done to impact my life.”
 Extracurricular activities for Schneider include four 
years as volleyball team captain, communications chair 
(10th grade), father/daughter event chair (11th grade) and 
vice president of National Charity League of Philanthropy 
(12th grade). “I was also an involved member in National 
Honor Society, as well as, a member and 2019 class leader 
of the Space City Chapter of National Charity League. I 
have played club volleyball for various clubs at both a local 
and national level.”

 Schneider has served her community more than 145 in 
groups and events including Pasadena ISD Rugged Race, 
concessions for Bondy Jr. High School, Galveston Coun-
ty Food Bank, Friends of League City Pet Shelter, Ronald 
McDonald House, Camp for All (MDA camp), Trash Bash, 
YMCA volleyball coach, bingo and wheelchair dances for 
Friendswood Healthcare Center, Hope Village and Hur-
ricane Harvey relief efforts with the Pasadena Memorial 
Volleyball Program. “I love being involved in my commu-
nity because it gives me a sense of purpose and warms my 
heart.”
 She plans to attend Trinity University in San Antonio to 
pursue a major in business analytics and technology with a 
minor in computer science. Schneider also plans to contin-
ue with Trinity’s club volleyball program.
 The South Belt Shining Stars will be presented in a series 
of students being honored along with their favorite mentor.
 The Shining Stars represent the top Pasadena Memorial 
High School students. 
 The information and photos were submitted by Pasade-
na Independent School District. The Leader is also running 
the Shining Stars from Dobie, Dr. Kirk Lewis Career & 
Technical and South Houston high schools.

 Mario Flores was born 86 
years ago in Leon, Guanajua-
to, Mexico. 
 He was the second of three 
children and is survived by 
his wife Leonor Flores; sev-
en children; 12 grandchil-
dren and fi ve great-grand-
children. Mario also leaves 
behind his brother Federico 
Flores and various other rela-
tives.
 In 1967, Mario immigrat-
ed to the United States, leav-
ing his job at Fabricaciones de 
Maquinas (FAMA) in Mon-

Mario 
Flores

Israeli folk dancing dates set
 Israeli folk dances are held at Congregation Shaar Hashalom Mondays from 7:30 to 
9:30 p.m. August dates are 12, 19 and 26. There will be no session Sept. 2. 
 The cost is $4 per session or $35 for 10 sessions for CSH members and $5 per session 
or $45 for 10 sessions for nonmembers. 
 Newcomers are welcome to join the group. Congregation Shaar Hashalom, located at 
16020 El Camino Real, is the conservative synagogue in the Bay Area. 
 The community is invited to attend. For more information, call 281-488-5861 or email 
csh@shaarhashalom.org.

CSH announces open house
 Congregation Shaar Hashalom will have an open house Sunday, Aug. 25, from 10 to 
11:30 a.m. All who are interested in learning more about the conservative Jewish congre-
gation are invited to visit. Guests may bring the entire family.
 The invitation is open to all to come and connect with new friends, tour the synagogue 
and visit with Rabbi Stuart Federow who is celebrating his 25th year with the congrega-
tion. Visitors will learn about Shaar Hashalom’s innovative Hebrew and religious school 
programs and get answers about Judaism. 
 Additionally, information will be available about seats for the high holy days that will 
start with Rosh Hashanah on the evening of Sept. 29. Kosher food and beverages will be 
served. 
 The congregation, located at 16020 El Camino Real, is the conservative synagogue in 
the Bay Area.  
 For information, visit www.shaarhashalom.org, call the offi ce at 281-488-5861 or 
email csh@shaarhashalom.org. 

Rotary club meets weekly
 The Rotary Club of Pearland meets every Thursday at 7:30 a.m. at Allendale’s Kitchen & 
Cocktails, located at 5010 Broadway St., in Pearland. Meetings at the new venue began July 
11 and include a variety of speakers. 
 The restaurant will be exclusively open for club attendees with breakfast at one’s own cost. 
For information, call 281-900-7257 or email nalix@texascitizensbank.com.

Maria “Lupe” 
Jimenez

Young Professionals SE Toastmasters meets
 The Young Professionals Southeast Toastmasters Club is open to everyone in the com-
munity who wants to practice communication skills in a friendly atmosphere. 
 The group meets every Monday (except holidays) from 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at the 
South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce, located at 10500 Scarsdale Blvd., adjacent 
to the fi re department. The next meeting is Aug. 12. 
 For additional information, call Karen at 832-722-9061 or Carolyn at 832-372-3565 or 
visit https://youngprofessionalstoastmasters.com/.

terrey, Mexico, following a 
job offer with Hunt & Hunt 
Inc. in Houston. He accepted 
the job offer and worked for 
the company 42 years as a 
master machinist, then retired. 
 Mario’s fi nal years of life 
were spent at Paramount nurs-
ing home where he made new 
friends, some of which be-
came like family to him. 
 The family is grateful for 
the love and kindness of all, 
both family and friends, who 
spent countless hours caring 
for him during this time. 

 South Belt resident Maria 
Guadalupe “Lupe” Jimenez, 
75, was born Aug. 12, 1943, 
in Raymondville, Texas, and 
died Aug 5, 2019, in Houston. 
 She loved the casinos and 
bingo and had fun going to 
fl ea markets and yard sales. 
She loved drinking coffee 
throughout the day and had 
so much fun playing fi ve-card 
poker with her family. She 
had a joyous time dancing 
with her brother and children 
and was a doting grandmother 
to all her grandchildren.
 Maria is survived by her 
children Mary Ceballos, Ed-
ward Davalos, Cindy Sali-
nas, Fidel Loya Jr., Norma 
Jean Jimenez, Max Martinez, 
Barbara Carlos, Robert De 
La Garza, Julia Davalos and 
Sandra Davalos. She is also 
survived by 23 grandchil-
dren, 21 great-grandchildren, 
one brother, three sisters, 
one daughter-in-law and two 
sons-in-law. Maria will be 
greatly missed by family and 
friends.
 A visitation is set for Fri-
day, Aug. 9, 5-8 p.m. at Forest 
Lawn Funeral Home, 8706 
Almeda Genoa Road.

 Voters in Harris Coun-
ty have reason to cele-
brate - we have received 
successful status from the 
Secretary of State for the 
Countywide Polling Place 
Program, which means 
voters will continue to be 
able to cast a ballot at any 
polling location this No-
vember.
 During my campaign 
for Harris County Clerk, 
I personally witnessed 
hundreds of voters who 
showed up to vote on Elec-
tion Day at different Early 
Voting locations thinking 
they could vote only to be 
turned away and told to go 
to their neighborhood pre-
cinct location. Many times 
those precinct locations 
changed and voters would 
show up at the wrong loca-
tion and cast a provisional 
ballot which most likely did 
not count.
 In the November 2018 
election, 2500 provisional 
ballots were cast by vot-
ers who were at the wrong 
Election Day location. That 
doesn’t count the num-
ber of voters who showed 
up at the wrong location 
and didn’t cast a provi-
sional ballot and who just 
gave up and went home. 
I knew then that we must 

have a simpler and more 
convenient way for Harris 
County voters to vote. And 
the solution to that was 
Countywide Voting Cen-
ters. Other counties around 
the state are realizing that 
a solution to lost votes is 
attainable for Texas voters.
 This November, in the 
third largest county in the 
nation, voting on Election 
Day will not hinge on hav-
ing to cast a ballot at a des-
ignated polling location.
 I’m also working hard on 
ensuring all of our polling 
locations are thoroughly 
tested for connectivity and 
for ADA compliance. There 
will also be ways to help 
voters fi nd the best place 
to cast a ballot for them, 
including the wait time fea-
ture on harrisvotes.com as 
well as a new text bot to 
fi nd locations near a partic-
ular address.
 I am confi dent we are 
ready to move on to the 
November election with 
this program as we contin-
ue to make the voting pro-
cess in Harris County sim-
pler and more convenient. 
We are ready to make his-
tory as the largest county 
in the country to implement 
Countywide Voting Cen-
ters.

Harris County approved for Vote 
Centers

By Diane Trautman for Harris County Clerk

Leader checks out 
social media

By Natalie Abarca
 A member of The Offi cial 
South Belt & Sagemont Area 
Crime Alert Facebook page 
posted security camera foot-
age of a suspect who walked 
into an open garage while the  
homeowners were inside the 
home. The suspect was wear-

ing a yellow caution vest. 
Once the suspect heard the 
dog alert the owners he ran 
toward a white Chevy truck 
that was waiting nearby. The 
incident took place the after-
noon of Aug. 5 in the Sonora 
subdivision off Blackhawk 
and Fuqua.  

South Belt-Ellington LeaderSouth Belt-Ellington Leader 
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11555 Beamer           281-481-5656
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 Davy & Marie Flickinger, owners
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By Laura Benavides Scallan
 Local South Belt resident 
Suhani Shah, daughter of Pra-
tik and Dipali Shah, offi cially 
completed her Bharatanatyam  
Arangetram  Saturday, July 27, 
at the age of 16.

 A Bharatanatyam  Aranget-
ram is known as a graduation 
for an individual who has com-
pleted the training in the art of 
classical Indian dancing. The 
graduation ceremony consists 
of individual dances to live 

music and is considered a great 
honor if completed. 
 This is no easy feat as Su-
hani had to practice and train 
for years to learn, master and 
complete such a great honor. 
With the support of her parents 

she was able to attend practices 
to showcase her accomplish-
ment to her family and close 
friends. She is also grateful to 
her siblings, Sarina and Sohum, 
for their continued support and 
cheering her on when she need-
ed encouragement.
 Pratik holds a degree in 
chemical engineering and is a 
certifi ed project manager. He 
began his career in DuPont af-
ter graduating from Lamar Uni-
versity in Beaumont. He then 
landed hist fi rst job as a project 
engineer at NASA Johnson 
Space Center in 2000. He had 
the opportunity to work on the 
Space Shuttle program early in 
his career and later transitioned 
to supporting advance future 
missions led at Johnson Space 
Center. In 2015, he began to 
support The Orion Spacecraft 
program that will ferry astro-
nauts to the moon and beyond 
in the near future.
 Dipali has worked at Liva-
Nova, a biomedical company, 
as a senior database analyst. 
She does have a decorative past 
with dance, dramas and fashion 
in her early days. She was very 
instrumental in coordinating 
Suhani’s Arangetram perfor-
mance. Pratik and Dipali have 
been married for 22 years.
 According to the invita-
tion Suhani sent to her guests, 
Natyashastra is known as the 
authoritative form of classical 
Indian dances. These dances 
are intricate and very religious. 
Not only are they a form of sto-
rytelling, but they are a form of 
honoring the gods and goddess-
es of Indian culture.
 “Not many girls get the op-
portunity to do something like 
this,” expressed Suhani. “I am 
very blessed that my parents 
can afford to do this. I have 
learned to appreciate something 
like this a lot more and I have 
a defi nite onset of love for the 
gods, my guru and my parents.”
 In the program for her 
Bharatanatyam  Arangetram, it 
states that Suhani began danc-
ing at the age of 6, under Guru 
Shreemati Uma Bharathi at 
the Archana Dance Academy. 
There she learned Kuchipudi, a 

form of classical Indian dance. 
It also states that she had the 
opportunity to perform in many 
Indian cultural functions. She 
also performed on national tele-
vision for the North American 
Telugu Association, also known 
as NATA. Not only did she 
learn Kuchipudi, she also was 
trained in Bollywood modern 
dance under Guru Lopa Dave. 
This is where her true potential 
was noticed.
 “I knew that dance was the 
perfect thing for me because I 
like to be very expressive and I 
like to use my body a lot,” said 
Suhani. “It’s a great way to ex-
press myself.”
  According to the program, 
Guru Shreemati Dipti Dave, 
Suhani’s guru, observed Su-
hani’s potential in dance, and 
invited her into the Nrityam 
School of Bharatanatyam. This 
is where Suhani was taught an-
other form of classical Indian 
dance, Bharatanatyam  and her 
knowledge of Hinduism grew.
 Dipti Dave is the direc-
tor of the Nrityam School of 
Bharatanatyam and is a well-
known fi gure in the Clear Lake 
and Houston area according to 
the program. It also states that 
Suhani performed the 77th 
Arangetram on the 40th anni-
versary of The Nrityam School 
of Bharatanatyam.
 “I hope that I was an Aran-
getram to remember for my 
guru and I hope that I made 
her proud,” stated Suhani. “We 
had more of a mother-daugh-
ter relationship instead of a 
student-teacher relationship. I 
just hope I was memorable to 
her.”
 Before Suhani even per-
formed her Arangetram for her
family and friends, she per-
formed three dances on July 
18, at the Meenashki Temple 
in Pearland in front of the god 
of dance, Lord Nataraj. This 
is where she had the bells she 
wore on her ankles blessed for 
a successful performance. “I 
realize that this is something 
that was right for me and I 
felt a lot of love in my heart,” 
said Suhani about performing

Continued on Page 6A

Shah achieves milestone by completing Arangetram

Suhani Shah (right) is shown with her guru Shreemati Dipti Dave receiving her certifi -
cate for completing her Bharatanatyam Arangetram graduation.

 J. Frank Dobie High School’s Shining Star Minh-Triet 
Silas Pham (below, left) has selected 11th-grade AP U.S. 
history teacher Bob Daugherty for the honor of distin-
guished educator. 
 Commenting on her instructor, Pham said, “After the 
other U.S. history teacher left, Mr. D single-handedly 
taught twice as many students, as well as coaching the 
Academic Decathlon and UIL History teams. Sometimes 
he looked like he just came back from the dead, but re-
gardless, he was here for us. During lectures he rarely 
ever looked at the PowerPoint for information, because 
everything was already in his head. He’s traveled across 
the world and experienced what he teaches fi rst-hand. I 
genuinely consider him as one of the smartest teachers 
I’ve had and I admire him greatly.”
  Pham is involved in a number of activities outside the 
classroom and values community service. “I’ve volun-
teered with the National Honor Society for local festivals, 

community events, card making and various other things. 
I also help out with some of the choir events such as Pre-
UIL and Region.” 
 She is also involved in choir and as a Calculus BC tutor. 
She has served in a leadership capacity as a choir offi cer. 
Looking toward her future, Pham said, “I will be attending 
the University of Texas at Austin and will be majoring in 
computer science.”
 The South Belt Shining Stars will be presented in a se-
ries of students being honored along with their favorite 
mentor. 
 The Shining Stars represent the top Dobie High school 
students. 
 The information and photos were submitted by Pasa-
dena Independent School District. The Leader is also run-
ning the Shining Stars from Pasadena Memorial, South 
Houston and Dr. Kirk Lewis Career & Technical high 
schools.

Pham values Daugherty’s knowledge 

Chandler inspires Villarreal’s geologist career choice
 Distinguished educator David 
Chandler (below, left) is shown with 
Dr. Kirk Lewis Career & Technical 
High School’s Shining Star Sonia 
Alexis Villarreal. Chandler teaches 
12th-grade AP Environmental Sci-
ence. 
 Concerning Villarreal, “For two 
years, Chandler has been my teacher. 
While the thought of physics absolute-
ly repulses me, I love environmental 
science. The environment has always 
been one of the many things I am pas-
sionate about. It was in his class that I 
made the decision to apply this drive 
to my career choice: geologist. The 
discussions in his classroom opened 
my eyes to the world’s problems even 
more and I have a strong desire to be 
the change I want to see. Additionally, 
Chandler is a really cool guy. I’ve defi -
nitely had the most fun in his class, 
even in physics.” 
 Villarreal has demonstrated lead-
ership as vice president of National 
Honor Society, vice president of Envi-
ronmental Club and homeroom repre-
sentative for executive board. She has 
also been active in Criminal Justice 
Club and student council. Serving her 
community, Villarreal has done ser-
vice projects for National Honor Soci-
ety, recycling for Environmental Club 
and activities for Teen Court Student 
Council.
 Speaking about her future, Villar-
real said, “I plan to go straight to UH 
and study geology as well as energy 
and sustainability in the Honors Col-
lege. With this knowledge and my pas-
sion for the environment, I aspire to 
help solve the world’s issues regarding 
energy shortage and environmental re-
mediation.”
 

Herron instructs Villarreal: failure is not an option   
 Distinguished educator 
Kevin Herron (below, left) 
who teaches 10th-grade 
engineering is shown 
with South Houston High 
School’s Shining Star 

Ashley Griselda Villarreal. 
 “Mr. Herron might seem 
like an intimidating teacher 
at fi rst but after a short time 
of having him as my instruc-
tor, I realized I was wrong. 

He has turned out to not 
just be an amazing teacher, 
but someone I can go to for 
help.
 “ He has gone above and 
beyond to ensure I succeed-

ed in engineering, my other 
classes and has even provid-
ed guidance on how to nav-
igate everything that has to 
do with college. 
 “Mr. Herron is truly an 

exceptional teacher that 
has helped me realize my 
potential and I cannot 
thank him enough for all 
he has done,” said Villar-
real.
 During her high school 
years, Villarreal has done 
volunteer work for ro-
botics competitions, the 
South Houston Branch 
Library, South Houston 
Elementary and various 
other events with National 
Honor Society and DECA 
(Distributive Education 
Clubs of America). She 
has also participated in 
extracurricular activities 
including cross-country, 
varsity track, robotics, 
Engineering Club and var-
sity orchestra. Villarreal 
demonstrated leadership 
as DECA vice president 
and Engineering Club 
president.
 After graduating from 
high school, Villarreal 
plans to attend a four-year 
university and obtain a 
bachelor’s degree in com-
puter engineering.
 The South Belt Shining 
Stars will be presented in 
a series of students being 
honored along with their 
favorite mentor.

The San Jacinto College District is committed to equal opportunity for all students, employees, and applicants 
without regard to race, creed, color, national origin, citizenship status, age, disability, pregnancy, religion, 
gender, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, genetic information, marital status, or veteran status in 
accordance with applicable federal and state laws. The following College official has been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding the College’s non-discrimination policies: Vice Chancellor of Human Resources, 4620 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, TX 77504; 281-991-2659; Sandra.Ramirez@sjcd.edu.

281-998-6150 | sanjac.edu

FALL CLASSES BEGIN AUGUST 26
APPLY, REGISTER, AND PAY ONLINE AT

WWW.SANJAC.EDU
CENTRAL CAMPUS

8060 SPENCER HWY.
PASADENA, TEXAS 77505

NORTH CAMPUS
5800 UVALDE ROAD

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77049

SOUTH CAMPUS
13735 BEAMER ROAD

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77089 

MARITIME CAMPUS
3700 OLD HWY. 146

LA PORTE, TEXAS 77571

San Jacinto Your Success
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Remember When
40 years ago ( 1979)

 As many as 30 fuel 
trucks, carrying 5,000 gal-
lons of fuel, left Ellington 
Air Force Base headed for 
Dyess Air Force Base in 
Abilene on a regular basis.
 Residents in Wood 
Meadow and Sageglen sub-
divisions were experiencing 
a decrease in their property 
taxes.

35 years ago ( 1984)
 Houston Police Depart-
ment offi cers made an ear-
ly morning drug raid at a 
Sagemont residence.
 The Scarsdale Civic Club 
delivered the South Belt 
Leader, along with the orga-
nization’s newsletter, door-
to-door to 1,050 homes in 
the subdivision. This 
marked the fi rst time the 
Leader was home-deliv-
ered.

30 years ago (1989)
  With a growing repu-
tation for producing high 
quality youth baseball play-

ers, the South Belt Pony 
Colts sent three teams to 
regionals and the Colts to 
play in their second straight 
World Series.
 A Dobie High School 
Lariaette was injured when 
she slipped during a routine 
practice hitting her head on 
the fl oor, injuring a neck 
vertebra.

25 years ago (1994)
 Four men were arrested 
and 2,000 pounds of mari-
juana was seized in a drug 
bust in the 12100 block of 
Pompton.
 The enrollment at Bever-
ly Hills Intermediate School 
was 881 students, 6 percent 
lower than at the same time 
the previous year.

20 years ago (1999)
 A Dobie High School 
basketball coach was hospi-
talized with cerebral bleed-
ing.
 An alleged assault in-
volving a Houston police-
man and the head lifeguard 
at the Sagemont pool was 
being investigated by the 
Internal Affairs Division of 
the Houston Police Depart-
ment.

15 years ago (2004)
 Community members 
were questioning whether 
a new PISD high school, as 
well as an addition to Pas-
adena Memorial, was need-
ed.
 With the opening of the 
new Dobie High School, 
Beverly Hills Intermediate 
moved into the newly ren-

ovated building on Beamer 
which was Dobie’s former 
home. A portion of the 
building also housed the 
Challenger School, a school 
that worked with fi fth-, 
sixth- and seventh-graders 
to help them catch up aca-
demically.
 Michael Kreis began his 
fi rst and only year as prin-
cipal at Clear Brook High 
School. Although he said 
he wanted to see his own 
children at Brook when they 
entered the ninth grade, he 
resigned after one year to 
return to the Dallas area.
 Local Realtor Sandra 
Yandell donated a calf to the 
South Belt-Ellington Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Evening 
of Cuisine – an annual fund-
raising event.

10 years ago (2009)
 Despite opposition from 
community members and 
elected offi cials, the Texas 
Department of Housing and 
Community Affairs board 
approved $2 million in tax 
credits to the developer of 
the low-income Dixie Gar-
dens apartment complex. 
Most low-income housing 
projects receive money from 
the city in addition to state 
incentives. At Councilman 
Mike Sullivan’s request, the 
City of Houston, however, 
refused to allocate funds to 
aid in the construction of the 
complex. 
 The Texas Legislature 
passed HB 55, which 
amended the state’s 

Transportation Code, 
Section 545.425, prohibit-
ing the use of a wireless 
communication device 
while operating a vehicle 
within an active school zone 
unless the vehicle is stopped 
or the device is used with a 
hands-free mechanism. The 
new law also prohibits bus 
operators from using a wire-
less communication device 
while operating a passenger 
bus with a minor passenger 
unless the bus is stopped. 
Violators are subject to a 
fi ne up to $200.

5 years ago (2014)
 Dobie High School fac-
ulty member Joe Horton 
performed the national an-
them before the Houston 
Astros game on at Minute 
Maid Park. 
 Horton was selected after 
being recommended by for-
mer Astros pitcher and man-
ager Larry Dierker after he 
heard him sing the anthem 
at the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District Athlet-
ics Hall of Fame induction 
banquet, where Dierker had 
served as master of ceremo-
nies.

1 year ago (2018)
 A former deputy from 
the Harris County Precinct 
2 Constable’s offi ce, ac-
cused of fatally shooting a 
prominent Houston doctor 
the previous month, took 
his own life Friday, Aug. 3, 
as police were closing in on 
him. Joseph Pappas, who 
served with the Precinct 2 

department under Consta-
ble Gary Freeman, had been 
formally charged with mur-
der the previous day for the 
July 20 killing of Dr. Mark 
Hausknecht, a well-known 
local surgeon and former 
cardiologist for President 
George H.W. Bush. Accord-
ing to police, the 65-year-
old physician was riding his 
bike to work in the Texas 
Medical Center when Pap-
pas – also riding a bicycle 
– passed him, turned around 
and shot him in the head and 
torso.
 The doctor was rushed to 
Ben Taub Hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead. 
Houston police said Pappas 
likely carried a 20-plus-
year grudge against the 
doctor for the death of his 
mother, who had died on 
Hausknecht’s operating ta-
ble in 1997. Other sources 
familiar with the case said 
additional factors may have 
contributed to the shooting.

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, REBECCA!
 Birthday wishes are sent to Rebecca 
Lilley, director of physician resources at 
Memorial Hermann Southeast Hospital, 
board member of the South Belt Chamber 
and active community member, who cele-
brates a birthday Aug. 11, from friends and 
the Leader staff. She has recently been 
quite busy practicing for “Dancing With the 
Stars, Bay Area.” She will be competing in 
the Bay Area Alliance fundraising competi-
tion to be held Sept. 7.

JANNIE CELEBRATES A BIRTHDAY
 Happy birthday wishes are sent to for-
mer  Leader staffer Jannie Scarberry who 
celebrates a birthday Aug. 13 from her fam-
ily, friends and the Leader staff. She and 
her husband, Robert, are former longtime 
South Belt residents. The staff is apprecia-
tive of the many years she devoted to the 
South Belt Leader.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel of the Pasadena 
Independent School District celebrate birth-
days Aug. 8 through Aug. 14.

Atkinson Elementary
 Sing a happy birthday song to Dee Davis 
Aug. 9. Send a birthday greeting to Martha 
Reed Aug. 12.

Burnett Elementary
 Guadalupe Trevino celebrates a birth-
day Aug. 8. Send a happy birthday wish 
Aug. 10 to Cassandra Moon. Break out 
the balloons and birthday cake for Marilsol 
Ramirez and Griselda Robles Aug. 12. 

Bush Elementary
 Light the candles on a birthday cake for  
Ruben Caro Aug. 11.

Frazier Elementary
 Send a birthday greeting Aug. 14 to 

birthday greeting Aug. 9 to Mirna Santos. 
Sing three choruses of a birthday song Aug. 
10 to Yvette Giron, Donna Rinehart and 
Charles Thomas. Jocelyn Colon Rivera 
marks a birthday Aug. 11. Aug. 12 is the day 
for a cake for Chantel Dolson. Bryan Due 
celebrates a birthday Aug. 14.

FRIENDS CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends birthday wishes to 
friends who have a birthday. For those 
wanting a birthday mentioned in this sec-
tion, send an email to mynews@southbelt
leader.com with “OTBF: Friends Celebrate 
Birthdays” in the subject line by Friday noon 
for the next week’s publication.
 Thursday, Aug. 8: Kathy Jones, Brad 
Fuller, Jesse Lopez, Toshana Kitchen, 
Christopher Herrera, James Xavier 
Garcia, Shawn Arguello, David Elliot, 
Heather DeRousse, Jarod Hunt, Rebekah 
Peterson, Jami Cadena and Verda 
Carr; Friday, Aug. 9: Sam Farias, Dennis 
Spencer, Robert Coy and Jill Kasselman; 
Saturday, Aug. 10: Alex Limon, Zerick 
Guinn and Keith Black; Sunday, Aug. 
11: Martin Zuber, Felicia Minjares, Jill 
Hansen, Shannon Burke and Sonja Terry; 
Monday, Aug. 12: Leslie Rojas, Maricela 
Lopez and Mike Millikin; Tuesday, Aug. 
13: Nicole Foster, Carlos Gomez, Shawna 
Merchant, Lisa Iguess, Anthony Dittrich, 
Erica Sadler, Dinah Palmer and Bill 
Weatherford; and Wednesday, Aug. 14: 
Roger Woest, Connie Alberti, Richard 
Golenko and Pete Ortiz.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line 
by Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

Jennifer Umana and Kristi Vela.
Genoa Elementary

 Join in a double-fun birthday celebration 
Aug. 7 for Erica Halligan. Give a birthday 
shoutout Aug. 13 to Francisca Pizana.  

Meador Elementary
 Marking a birthday Aug. 11 is Rebecca 
Rosette.

Moore Elementary
 Jill Lacamu is wished a happy birthday 
Aug. 13.

South Belt Elementary
 The day to light the candles on a birthday 
cake for Michelle Whitely is Aug. 8.

Stuchbery Elementary
 Best wishes for a wonderful birthday Aug. 
8 are sent to Jessica Reed. Blow out the 
birthday candles Aug. 10 for Salma Meziou 
and Jessica Garcia-Ramos.

Melillo Middle School
 Enjoying a special birthday Aug. 10 is 
Kayla Joos. Aug. 13 is the day for bal-
loons and a double-layer cake for Patricia 
Concha and Debra Yocum.

Roberts Middle School
 Send a birthday greeting Aug. 8 to Katie 
Gallardo.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Sing a happy birthday song Aug. 10 to 
Kevin Schulba. The day for birthday fun for 
Melissa Hodgkins is Aug. 11.

Thompson Intermediate
 Give a shoutout for a happy birthday 
Aug. 10 to Juana Canales. On Aug. 11, 
enjoy a slice of birthday cake with Travis 
Teichelman. On Aug. 13, light the birthday 
candles for Cliff Neel.

Dobie High
  Aug. 8 is the day for a cake for La 
Nguyen and Michelle Whitely. Send a 

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston, Texas               281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

Could I be Pregnant?

We are here for you. We care!!
All Services are Free and Confidential.

281-484-0005
Beltway 8 South

Crisis Pregnancy Center

I  need  a  p regnancy  tes t

I  need  to  know wha t  to  do

HCMGA shares August events 
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order to make educated deci-
sions.
 The fair includes 30 ven-
dors who will provide infor-
mation and education to help 
one now or to prepare for the 
future. Information will be pro-
vided in the following areas:
 – Medical resources, hear-
ing, dental, mental challenges.
 – Therapist and medical 
visits in the home.
 – Making the house acces-
sible for needs.
 – Medications, vitamins in-

SJC announces briefs
 San Jacinto College has 
announced its calendar briefs.

Fall registration open
 Fall registration is open 
for all students and applicants 
through Thursday, Aug. 15. 
Beginning Aug. 16, payment 
is due upon registration. For 
questions, or more informa-
tion, contact the campus busi-
ness offi ce at 281-998-6150.

All-State Choir Camp
 The All-State Choir Camp 
offers training for high school 
students on the TMEA All-
State choral repertoire to help 
successfully compete during 
the annual audition process.
 The event began Aug. 5 and 
runs through Aug. 8, 9 a.m. – 3 
p.m., at San Jac Central cam-
pus. For more information, 
contact Patrick Callaghan at 
281-476-1832 or email pat
rick.callaghan@sjcd.edu.

Foundation scholarship 
application opens

 The San Jacinto College 
Foundation general scholar-
ship application for spring 
2020 opens Sunday, Aug. 18. 
For details and a scholarship 

application, visit sjcd.academ
icworks.com.
Fall 2019 semester begins

 Courses for the fall 2019 se-
mester, including online cours-
es, begin Monday, Aug. 26. 
For details, visit sanjac.edu.

Community Education 
Center events

 The San Jacinto College 
Central campus Community 
Education Center is located 
at 8060 Spencer Highway in 
Pasadena in Building 1, room 
C-1.108. The Community 
Education Center will host 
the following August work-
shops that are free and open 
to the public. To register, call 
281-478-2786 or email com
munityeducation@sjcd.edu.
 –  Active Living After 
Cancer (ALAC) 12-part 
workshop, began Aug. 6 and 
runs through Oct. 15, 11:30 
a.m. – 1 p.m.
 – Information session: 
How to Apply for Job Train-
ing Grants, Aug. 8, 2 – 4 p.m.
 – Scrambled Legs Chair 
Exercises, Aug. 29, noon – 1 
p.m.

Pearland art, crafts 
call artists for show
 The sixth annual Pearland 
Art and Crafts on the Pavilion 
will take place Oct. 5-6, at the 
Pearland Town Center, 11200 
Broadway Street.
 Artists specializing in 
handcrafted pieces and art-
work are showcased during 
the annual, juried show. The 
offi cial call for artists is now 
open and online applications 
are being accepted through 
Aug. 15, 2019.
 The free two-day event, 
produced by the Pearland 
Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau, provides visitors and 
residents with great shopping 
opportunities, live music and 
a variety of activities cen-

tered on art.
 Artists who specialize in 
creating unique, one-of-a-
kind pieces are encouraged 
to apply online by the Aug. 
15 deadline at https://visit
pearland.com/2019-artist-ap
plication/.
 To learn more about art-
ist opportunities and the 
juried art show process, 
contact the Pearland Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau 
at 281-997-5970. Interested 
parties may email pearland
cvb@pearlandtx.gov. 
 Learn more about the 
Pearland Art & Crafts on 
the Pavilion at https://visit
pearland.com/artshow2019.
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ty Crawford, nominating su-
perintendent.
 – Rockwall ISD Board of 
Trustees, Region 10, JJ Vil-
larreal, nominating superin-
tendent.
 – Frenship ISD Board 
of Trustees, Region 17, Mi-
chelle McCord, nominating 
superintendent.
 The fi ve boards are now 
fi nalists for the program’s 
highest honor: 2019 Out-
standing School Board. They 
will be interviewed at the 
TASA/TASB Convention 
in Dallas, where one board 
will be named Outstanding 
School Board during the con-
vention’s fi rst general session 
at 4 p.m., Sept. 20. The other 
Honor Boards, as well as the 
regional winners, will also be 
recognized at that time. The 
eight boards to be recognized 
as Regional Honor Boards 
are:
 – Beeville ISD Board of 
Trustees, Region 2 (large dis-
trict), Marc Puig, nominating 
superintendent.
 – Premont ISD Board of 
Trustees, Region 2 (small dis-
trict), Steve VanMatre, nomi-
nating superintendent.
 – Bridge City ISD Board 
of Trustees, Region 5, Todd 
Lintzen, nominating superin-
tendent.
 – Denton ISD Board of 
Trustees, Region 11, Jamie 
Wilson, nominating superin-
tendent.
 – Copperas Cove ISD 
Board of Trustees, Region 

12, Joe Burns, nominating 
superintendent.
 – Giddings ISD Board of 
Trustees, Region 13, Roger 
Dees, nominating superinten-
dent.
 – Canyon ISD Board of 
Trustees, Region 16, Darryl 
Flusche, nominating superin-
tendent.
 – Boerne ISD Board of 
Trustees, Region 20, Thomas 
Price, nominating superinten-
dent.
 The fi ve Honor Boards 
were selected by a com-
mittee of Texas school 
superintendents, chaired 
by Grapevine-Colleyville 
ISD Superintendent Robin 
Ryan, whose school board 
was named the Outstanding 
School Board for 2018. 
 The selection committee’s 
decisions were based on cri-
teria that include: support 
for educational performance, 
support for educational im-
provement projects, commit-
ment to a code of ethics, and 
maintenance of harmonious 
and supportive relationships 
among board members.
 TASA is the professional 
association for Texas school 
superintendents and other ad-
ministrators. 
 The mission of the organi-
zation, which focuses on pro-
fessional learning, advocacy 
and member engagement, 
is to promote, provide and 
develop leaders who create 
and sustain student-centered 
schools and develop fu-
ture-ready students.

PISD board named 
in Texas top five
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the Inwood project, the state 
is expected to provide 18.75 
percent and the City and the 
Harris County Flood Control 
will pay for the remainder.
 The Inwood project will 
protect more than 4,400 
structures in the White Oak 
Bayou and Vogel Creek wa-
tersheds. The City and coun-
ty aim to build 12 fl oodwater 
detention basins to hold a to-
tal of about 1,200 acre-feet of 
water (roughly 592 Olympic 
swimming pools, or enough 
water to fi ll the Astrodome).
 The City and the fl ood 
control district acquired the 
former golf course in 2011 as 
a potential fl ood mitigation 
facility.
 The initial Inwood project 
grant is $2.8 million for de-
sign and opens the door for 
the city to later receive $44 
million for construction, with 

a goal of completion by 2022. 
The project would take seven 
or eight years without federal 
funding.
 The Lake Houston Dam 
project will add 10 gates to 
the dam to allow for larger 
controlled releases of water 
in advance of heavy rains, 
protecting about 35,000 res-
idents and 5,000 structures.
 The FEMA grant provides 
$4.3 million for the initial 
phase and positions the city 
to receive $42.7 million for 
construction, with a goal of 
completion by 2022.
 FEMA also is awarding a 
total of $11.5 million to the 
Lone Star College System 
(Kingwood), the Clear Creek 
Independent School System 
and the Texas Department of 
Transportation for “emergen-
cy protective measures” in 
parts of the city that fl ooded 
during Harvey.

Harvey fed grants
begin disbursement

Every Tuesday morning South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce 
members meet and Connect for Success at Pena’s Donuts & Diner from 
6:45 to 8 a.m. Shown above enjoying coffee during the meeting are, left 
to right, Harris County Precinct 2 Constable Sgt. Robert Sanchez; Dr. 
Thu Nguyen, Almeda Dental; Kay Barbour, South Belt Chamber of 

Chamber members connecting for success

Commerce CEO; René Parra, vice president, Frost Bank; Dr. Barry 
Burleigh, Burleigh Chiropractic; Denise Burleigh, Insurance for All 
Ages Agency; Kellie Owens, The KO Realty Group; and Alicia Gutier-
rez, Baywood Crossing.
 Photo by Lt. Chris Brown, Precinct 2 Constable

Continued from Page 1A 
 There will be a barricade 
and traffi c cones outlining 
the safe pathway to the con-
tainers. Once the fi rst phase 
is complete, residents will 
be able to drive on the newly 
poured concrete to access the 
recycling containers while 
crews begin work on the op-
posite side. Crews will be on 
site from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
daily. 
 After the work outside of 
the fencing has been com-
pleted, crews will begin re-
placing the pavement inside 
the fence where the contain-
ers are located. At that time, 
it will be determined by the 
City of Houston Solid Waste 
Department if the site will 

need to be closed for the re-
mainder of the project. Once 
this decision is made, Martin 
will make sure to communi-
cate this change to residents 
as he understand the impor-
tance of having access to this 
facility. Martin hopes to limit 
the number of accessibility 
issues to the facility during 
this pavement replacement, 
but encourages patience from 
residents as this project is un-
derway. Martin will provide 
updates on access to the recy-
cling center on his Facebook 
page and Twitter.
 Contact Martin’s offi ce 
calling 832-393-3008 or send-
ing an email to districte@hous
tontx.gov for additional in-
formation.

Ellington recycling 
to get new facelift

Continued from Page 1A
ongoing business with SSA, 
by telephone for customer ser-
vice purposes. However, SSA 
employees will never threaten 
you for information; they will 
not state that you face poten-
tial arrest or other legal action 
if you fail to provide informa-
tion. In those cases, the call is 

fraudulent, and you should just 
hang up.”
 Residents who have re-
ceived a call they believe to be 
such a scam are urged to con-
tact OIG at 1-800-269-0271 
or online at oig.ssa.gov/re
port. For more informa-
tion, visit oig.ssa.gov/news
room/scam-awareness.

Beware of new scam

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of 
GWEN TAYLOR, Deceased, were is-
sued on July 23, 2019 in Cause No. 
477265, pending in the Probate Court 
No. 1 of Harris County, Texas, to: GARY 
LYNN SHANKLE. 
All persons having claims against this 
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present 
them to the undersigned within the time 
and in the manner prescribed by law.

c/o: Danny R. Barfield, Attorney at Law
 609 Bradford Ave., Suite 207
 Kemah, Texas 77565

713-947-7500      832-846-0217 (fax)

St. Luke’s church sets 
senior fair Aug. 17

formation.
 – Programs available 
through Medicare.
 –  End-of-life decisions (fu-
neral and cemetery).
 Representatives will also be 
on hand to provide information 
on fun senior activities, such as 
vacations, college courses and 
exercise classes.
 Information will also be 
provided on part-time jobs, 
free fi re alarms and oral cancer 
screenings.
 For more information call 
the church at 281-481-6816.

 The Harris County Master 
Gardeners Association has set 
events for the month of August. 
All events are free and open to 
the public. For more informa-
tion, call 713-274-0950 or visit 
hcmga.tamu.edu.
 The Harris County Master 
Gardeners Association Lecture 
Series “Fall Vegetables” will 
be held Thursday, Aug. 15, 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Free-

man Branch Library, located at 
16616 Diana Lane.
 The Harris County Master 
Gardeners Association Open 
Garden Day will take place 
Monday, Aug. 19, from 8:30 
to 11 a.m. at Genoa Friendship 
Gardens Educational Center 
Building, located at 1202 Ge-
noa Red Bluff Road. 
 There will be plants for sale 
in the greenhouse.
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 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Fr. Xavier Bilavendiran, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

James and Virgina Fortson will host a celebration of 50 years of golden bliss in mar-
riage Aug. 10, 2019, at the Gardens Houston on Beamer Road. James fi rst saw Vir-
ginia at a high school dance, then spoke to her afterward. He was a teacher’s aide 
at the high school in which she was a student. Fast forward to June 15, 1969, when 
the two were united in marriage in Louisiana. They moved to Houston in 1970 and 
have been residents of the Sagemont area for 38 years. They have been blessed with 
fi ve sons, one of whom, Christopher, is deceased. Two of their sons are in the min-
istry. Their son Dan Fortson is currently an associate pastor at Sagemont Church. 
The couple’s son the Rev. Rashad Fortson and his wife are at Inspire Church of 
Houston. James Jr. and his wife Katina Fortson attend Sagemont Church. Their 
son Robert and wife Rebecca Fortson live in Baton Rouge, La. James and Virginia’s 
grandchildren are Tamika, Cody, Christy, James III, Ryan and Jayvon Fortson. 
James Sr. retired from Goodyear Chemical plant after 35 years. He loves to spend 
his time fi shing and traveling. Virginia retired from Kroger grocery store and loves 
cooking and traveling. James and Virginia have attended Sagemont Church for 
more than 30 years and are thankful to have had the courage and faith to love each 
other and walk together on the path God chose for them the past 50 years.

Fortsons celebrate 50 years

Anna and Pantaleon (Leon) Guerra were married July 12, 1969, in the San Fer-
nando Cathedral in San Antonio. On July 13, the children of Anna and Leon 
Guerra honored their parents by hosting a 50th wedding anniversary celebra-
tion at Mary Queen Catholic Church in Friendswood. The Rev. Douglas Guthrie 
of St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church offi ciated the beautiful exchange of 
Recommitment Vows that Leon and Anna wrote and read to each other. After 
the chapel ceremony and dinner, sons Daniel and Frank Guerra shared a toast 
to their parents. Later that evening, Leon and Anna danced to their favorite 
song, “Can I Have this Dance” (for the rest of my life) by Anne Murray. Leon 
and Anna have lived in the South Belt area and have been parishioners of St. 
Luke’s for more than 25 years. The couple have been blessed with four sons and 
one daughter, Nick and wife Andrea Guerra of New Braunfels; Frank and wife 
Nancy Guerra of Pearland; Michael and wife Brenda Guerra of Richmond, Tex-
as; Daniel and Jennifer Guerra of The Woodlands; and Kristy Ann and husband 
Zacc Guaragno of San Diego, Calif. Leon and Anna have 11 grandchildren and 
one great-grandson, in addition to their dog of 8 years, Chuey.

Guerras married 50 years
 The Houston health department offered 
free childhood immunizations to kick off its 
week-long National Health Center Week ob-
servance.
 The immunizations were made available 
to children eligible for the Texas Vaccines for 
Children program on Aug. 5 at the health de-
partment’s four health centers.
 A four-day health fair began Aug. 6 and 
will continue through Aug. 9 from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., offering attendees information about 
the many services offered by the health depart-
ment. Featured services will include dental, 
WIC, family planning, nurse home visitation, 
HIV-STD prevention, tuberculosis control, ag-
ing, re-entry and the free Diabetes Awareness 
and Wellness Network (DAWN) center.
 Health department staff will also provide 
referrals to a wide variety of human services 
and information about preparing for emer-
gencies and preventing mosquito-borne ill-

nesses such as West Nile and Zika viruses.
 The health department health centers loca-
tions and their addresses are La Nueva Casa 
de Amigos, 1809 North Main; Northside 
Health Center, 8504 Schuller; Sharpstown 
Health Services, 6201 Bonhomme and Sun-
nyside Health Center, 4605 Wilmington.
 Houston Health Department health center 
services include family planning, immuniza-
tions, tuberculosis diagnosis, care for sexual-
ly transmitted diseases and dental care. The 
four centers average 50,000 patient encoun-
ters annually, offer a discounted sliding fee 
schedule and do not deny service due to in-
ability to pay.
 This year’s National Health Center Week 
theme is “America’s Health Centers: Rooted 
in Communities.”
 For more information about the events or 
to schedule a health center appointment, call 
832-393-5427.

Health department celebrates 
National Health Center Week

Bay Area ballroom dance set for Aug. 20
 The Bay Area Community Center is hosting its monthly ballroom dance Tuesday, Aug. 20, 
from 7 to 10 p.m. at 5002 E NASA Parkway in Seabrook. 
 The theme is “Sock Hop Dance.” DJ music will be ’50s, ’60s, ballroom, Latin and country 
mix. Cost is $8 per person and refreshments will be provided. No alcohol no smoking allowed. 
For more information, call 281-326-2955.

Bay Area Singles holds dance Aug. 17
 The Bay Area Singles Club monthly dance is scheduled for Aug. 17, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at 
VFW Lodge, Post 6378, 5204 Highway 3, in Dickinson. Participants are urged to bring party 
snacks to share. 
 Cost is $8 for members and $10 for nonmembers. 
 For more information, call 832-483-3257 or 832-477-6778.

Memorial Hermann announces 
Callender new president, CEO
 Following a nationwide 
search, Memorial Hermann 
Health System has an-
nounced the appointment of 
David L. Callender, M.D., 
MBA, FACS, as its next 
President and CEO, effective 
Sept. 1, 2019. 
 Callender, who is an ac-
complished physician exec-
utive with signifi cant experi-
ence leading academic health 
systems, has deep roots in the 
Houston community. Since 
2007, he has served as Presi-
dent of the University of Tex-
as Medical Branch (UTMB 
Health). 
 Callender will succeed 
Charles “Chuck” D. Stokes, 
current president and CEO, 
who has served in these two 
positions since June 2017, 
following nearly a decade as 
the system’s chief operating 
offi cer. 
 “Dr. Callender is a natural 
choice for this role given his 
exceptional track record in 
the Greater Houston region 
expanding access to care and 
advancing groundbreaking 
research to help people get 
healthy and stay healthy,” 
said Memorial Hermann 
Board Chair Deborah M. 
Cannon. “It’s clear that Dr. 
Callender cares deeply for 
this community and, through 

his leadership at UTMB 
Health, he has demonstrated 
an unwavering commitment 
to foster a healthier environ-
ment for all. We are thrilled 
to welcome a leader who will 
preserve and strengthen Me-
morial Hermann’s legacy of 
serving Greater Houston with 
pride and distinction, making 
him the ideal successor to 
Chuck, whose leadership has 
been instrumental in helping 
Memorial Hermann thrive 
and fl ourish during an era of 
change in the healthcare in-
dustry.”
 A native of Wichita Falls, 
Texas, Callender trained in 
Houston, receiving his med-
ical degree from and com-
pleting his residency at Bay-
lor College of Medicine. He 
completed an oncology fel-
lowship at The University of 
Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center and an MBA at the 
University of Houston, and 
is a Fellow of the American 
College of Surgeons. Before 
assuming the presidency of 
UTMB Health, Callender 
served as associate vice chan-
cellor and chief executive of-
fi cer for UCLA Health from 
2004 to 2007. He previously 
served in several leadership 
roles for more than 20 years 
with MD Anderson, culmi-

nating in his position as exec-
utive vice president and chief 
operating offi cer.
 “Memorial Hermann, to-
gether with its physician 
partners, is doing great work 
to make health care more af-
fordable and more accessible 
for the residents of Greater 
Houston,” said Callender. “I 
have been inspired by Me-
morial Hermann’s efforts to 
bring value-based, more per-
sonalized care to our com-
munities, and I’m excited 
and honored to now help lead 
the way as we work to extend 
those efforts by delivering ex-
ceptional patient experiences 
and improving outcomes for 
all.” 
 Offi cially retiring at the 
end of the year, Stokes will 
work with Callender over the 
coming months to effectively 
transition his role. 
 During his tenure with 
Memorial Hermann, Stokes 
has worked tirelessly to es-
tablish a culture of high re-
liability, innovation, and 
transformation throughout 
the organization. Under his 
visionary leadership, Memo-
rial Hermann has attained 
unprecedented accolades for 
operational excellence and 
its consistent delivery of safe, 
high-quality care.     

 The Clear Creek Independent School 
District is committed to providing a safe 
learning environment for students, staff and 
visitors. 
 Accordingly, the district has implement-
ed a new volunteer application, which now 
requires volunteers to register on an annual 
basis.  
 Interested volunteers will need to com-
plete the online application and successful-
ly pass a criminal history check before vol-
unteering at any CCISD campus. Use the 
following steps to apply or renew a status 
as a volunteer: 
 1. Visit ccisd.net/volunteer or https://
apps.ccisd.net/VolunteerRegistration/Volun
teerRegistration.aspx to access the district’s 
new online volunteer application. The new 
volunteer application will also be available 
in the back-to-school forms in Skyward.
 2. After submitting an application, allow 
three to four business days for processing at 
which time one will receive an email notifi -
cation of the fi nal application status. 
 3. When arriving to volunteer at the des-
ignated campus, a state-issued photo ID 
must be presented to the front offi ce staff 

and identifi cation made as a volunteer.
 Volunteers are a vital part of the fabric 
of the Clear Creek ISD community. CCISD 
volunteers share their knowledge, skills, 
time and talents with students and person-
nel in the schools by providing support in 
and outside of the classroom. 
 Volunteers can help in a variety of ways, 
including reading to students, serving in a 
booster club or PTA, cafeteria monitoring, 
participating in the Watch D.O.G.S. pro-
gram and assisting with fi eld trips. 
 Workers are welcome to join in this im-
portant work by serving as a CCISD volun-
teer. 
 The district does not require standard 
school visitors to complete the above vol-
unteer application process. Examples of 
a visitor could include any of the follow-
ing circumstances: eating lunch with your 
child, parent/teacher meetings or classroom 
programs and events. All visitors must still 
check in at the front desk upon entering the 
school.
 For general questions about the volun-
teer application process, contact the Offi ce 
of Communications at 281-284-0020.

CCISD launches new 
volunteer application

 Mayor Sylvester Turner 
won City Council approval 
Tuesday, Aug. 6, for expe-
rienced disaster relief com-
panies to augment the city’s 
trash pickup operations 
while the City Solid Waste 
Management Department 
continues to receive new 
vehicles to replace its aged 
truck fl eet.
 The contractors’ crews 
will work with city forces to 
collect junk waste and clear 
illegal dump sites across the 
city. 
 “Solid Waste employ-
ees have been working long 
hours six or seven days, of-
ten in the dark, to keep up 
with service schedules,” 
Turner said. 
 “With a temporary boost 
from the contract approved 
today, and the arrival of new 
trucks for the city, we are 
eliminating service delays 
for residents and reducing 
unusually high levels of 
stress on workers as well as 
on old equipment.”
 DRC Emergency Ser-
vices, LLC and Nola Con-
struction and Development 
Group, LLC will be paid 

up to $1.9 million from the 
city’s fund balance to sup-
plement the city services 
through December 2019.
 Removing illegal-
ly-dumped material from 
ditches and roadsides reduc-
es the threats of drainage 
blockages during hurricane 
season and disease-carrying 
pests.
 The City has ordered 175 
new Solid Waste vehicles, 
including 90 garbage/recy-
cling trucks, which will re-
place half of that fl eet. 
 City of Houston resi-
dents may already see the 
new trucks in their neigh-

borhoods as the additional 
units are delivered through 
April 2020.
 Since early 2019 the 
City of Houston has leased 
eight trucks and hired 10 
driver/pickup crews from 
outside companies to sup-
plement curbside pickup 
service while cities around 
the country have dealt with 
a shortage of drivers.
 “We have appreciated 
the public’s patience with 
the arrival of the new fl eet, 
which will improve Sol-
id Waste services,” Turner 
said. “Houstonians will con-
tinue to see improvements.”

City OKs disaster relief contract

 The Knights of Columbus Council 9201 is sponsoring a 
fund raising spaghetti dinner Friday, Aug. 30, from 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m. at the St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church social 
hall, located at 11011 Hall Road. 
 The menu will feature, all-you-can-eat spaghetti covered 
with original KC 9201 spaghetti sauce, two made-from-
scratch Italian meatballs, a garden salad with Italian dressing, 
French bread and a choice of ice tea or lemonade. 
 The cost is $7 eat-in or take-out, for children under 12, the 
cost is $3 (one meatball), eat in only.

Knights of Columbus to hold 
community spaghetti dinner
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Horizon Montessori 
Public School

ENROLLING NOW!!!!!
FREE TUITION

Grades PK3 - Grade 5
2319 N. Grand Boulevard, Bldg. 6

Pearland, Texas 77581
www.hmps.net
(281)485-2500

Confused about Medicare?
(Who isn’t!)

Denise Burleigh
Licensed Insurance 

Sales Agent

11700 Beamer Road (Inside Burleigh Chiropractic)
(832) 517-3976  •  email cdb63@att.net

 FREE NO Obligation 
Consultations

We’ve Got Your BACK!

Barry Burleigh, D.C.
Chiropractor

11700 Beamer Rd. 
Houston, TX 77089
(281) 481-1623 www.burleighchiro.com

Now Accepting Most Insurance (including Medicare)
and Personal Injury Claims

Suhani Shah dances way into history performing classical dance graduation
Continued from Page 3A
at the temple. “This is some-
thing that I will never forget 
and, hopefully, be able to 
carry on.”
 The outfi ts Suhani wore 
for the graduation perfor-
mance are traditional in the 
Indian culture. 
 They are very colorful, or-
nate and include the blessed 
bells she wore on her ankles. 
She also had her hands and 
feet colored with red henna 
to stand out and catch the 
eyes of the audience during 
her performance. 
 With her hand and feet 
motions being meaning-
ful and precise, the henna 
added even more attention 
to her movements. At the 
commencement of the grad-
uation ceremony, Sarina, Su-
hani’s younger sister, sang 
the national anthems of the 
United States and India. 
 Before each of Suhani’s 
dances, there was an emcee 
who explained the meaning 
and story of each dance.
 “I defi nitely felt a rush 

of energy and I didn’t want 
to disappoint anyone,” said 
Suhani. “I had a feeling of 
strength and love for what I 
did.”
 In total, Suhani performed 
10 dances for her Aranget-
ram. One of these dances, 
called “Varnam,” is a total 
of 23 minutes long and is the 
most intense of all the danc-
es. 
 It shows the dancers en-
durance and is regarded as 
the most important and de-
manding dance. It can be 
considered a test or a tri-
umph for the dancer since it 
requires several skills to be 
able to complete. 
 “I was never going to do 

that dance again in front of 
that many people again so I 
was a little sad,” expressed 
Suhani. “But if I did have 
the opportunity I would do 
my graduation ceremony all 
over again.”
 After completing her Aran-
getram in Bharatanatyam 
classical dance, Suhani was 
awarded with a certifi cate of 
completion by her Guru. She 
also was given a certifi cate of 
congressional recognition by 
her honored guest, Rep. Pete 
Olson. Not only did Olson 
attend the graduation cere-
mony, he came dressed in a 
traditional Indian outfi t. The 
Shah family was happy to see 
a prominent elected offi cial 

attend and honor their daugh-
ter. 
 Although Suhani has 
completed her Arangetram, 
she will continue dancing 
but in a different style. 
 In March, she found out 
that she was selected as a 
member of the Clear Brook 
High School Celebrities drill 
team. She is also a member 
of other school organizations 
that include Health Occu-
pations Students of Ameri-
ca, National Honor Society, 
Spanish National Honor 
Society, student council and 
Teens Give Back.
 “I defi nitely know this is 
going to stay with me for the 
rest of my life,” concluded 
Suhani. “I know that I never 
want to stop dancing because 
this is what I was born to do. 
 “I just hope that I was 
an inspiration to other girls 
and boys. I already had 
confi dence in myself, but 
it gave me better self-con-
fi dence and taught me that 
I shouldn’t be afraid to do 
anything.”

Pratik and Dipali Shah 
were proud to showcase the 
great accomplishment  of 
their daughter Suhani who 
successfully completed her 
Bharatanatyam Aranget-
ram. Shown top left is Su-
hani dancing during her 
graduation performance. 
She danced a total of 10 
dances while wearing a 
traditional Indian outfi t 
that included bells bless-
ed at the Meenashki Tem-
ple in Pearland. U.S. Con-
gressman Pete Olson was 
invited to the graduation 
event as a special guest; 
he came dressed in a tradi-
tional Indian suit. Shown 
top right are, left to right, 
Pratik Shah, Suhani’s fa-
ther; Olson; Dipali Shah, 
Suhani’s mother; and 
Sarina Shah, Suhani’s 
younger sister. Shown 
above are the Shah fami-
ly, left to right (front row) 
Sohum, Suhani’s younger 
brother; (middle row) Su-
hani; (back row) Dipali; 
Pratik; and Sarina. 

Photo by Marie Flickinger

Photo submitted

Continued from Page 1A
 TxDOT offi cials said the 
project is currently in the pub-
lic comment phase, with com-
munity input being accepted 
through Monday, Aug. 12.
 Residents can submit 
comments online at www.tx

dot.gov; in person at any lo-
cal TxDOT district offi ce; by 
email at tpp_utp@txdot.gov; 
by phone at 800-687-8108; or 
by mailing Texas Department 
of Transportation, attn: Pe-
ter Smith, P.O. Box 149217, 
Austin, TX, 78714.

Parkway support sought

Prayer walk set 
for Aug. 31

 
 School Prayer Walks 
USA will host a prayer 
walk Saturday, Aug. 31, 
from  9 to 10 a.m. at Bev-
erly Hills Intermediate 
School, located at 11111 
Beamer Road. 
 The community is invit-
ed to pray for the protection 
and peace of students and 
staff. 
 A special welcome is 
extended to those who have 
students attending school 
this year. 
 School Prayer Walks 
USA is focusing on schools 
in the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District for its 
prayer gatherings and those 
interested meet near a dif-
ferent school each month to 
pray.
 For additional informa-
tion, call 281-484-0901.
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $5.55
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

Lunch Menu
Monday - Friday
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3-7 p.m.
We Can Cater Your Special Event!

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45 & Beamer)

281-484-5945

• Island Breeze LAVA Carnauba Wax
• Underbody Rinse
• Wheel Cleaning (By Hand)

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Tire Shine (By Hand)

• Hand Drying

The Works
Includes

• Tri-Color Wax
• Wheel Cleaning 

  (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

Shine &
Polish

Includes “Express 
Exterior” Plus

• Rain-Guard
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)

• Clear Coat Protectant

Wheels
& Tires

Includes “Shine & 
Polish” Plus • Wash

• High Velocity 
  Drying  

 (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior

$20
$10$13 $6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

*MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASH PLANS (PER VEHICLE)

$35
*Monthly

Full Service Oil Change
- Includes our 16 point inspection - Oil Change (Up to 5 Quarts Conventional Oil)
• Install New Oil Filter
• Complete Chassis Lube
• Check Brake Fluid
• Check & Fill Power Steering Fluid.

• Check & Fill Transmission Fluid
• Check Air Pressure in all Tires
• Check Gear Boxes
• Check Battery Fluid

• Check & Fill Windshield Washer
• Vacuum Interior
• Check Air Filter & Cabin Filter
• Check Breather Element

• Check PCV Valve
• Check Radiator Overflow Reservoir
• Check Belts
• Check Wiper Blades

$29.99
plus

FREE
Car WashUp to 5 Qts Conventional Motor Oil - 16 Point Check • With coupon. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Expires 8/30/19.

$29
*Monthly

$20
*Monthly

LUBE • AUTO REPAIR  
CARWASH

NOW HIRING CASHIERS, CAR WASH 
PERSONNEL & LUBE TECHNICIANS

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm
Sun. 9am - 5pm

$50
*Monthly

ASE Certified Mechanic On Duty
Off Auto
Alignment$10

With coupon only. No reproductions. Not valid with any other discount.

281-741-9949

281-464-SOLD (7653)
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Laura Yandell
Sales Associate

Sandra Yandell
Broker Associate

SAGEMEADOW - nice 4-2-2, both formals, den with fireplace and 
cathedral ceiling, beautiful craftsman style finishes, covered patio, pretty 
landscaping! #MOR

KIRKMONT - 3-2-2, den with fireplace, wet bar, dining room!  #STH
GREEN TEE - Coming soon-Lovely custom one story! 4/5-2.5-3 car 

det garage, ceramic tile through out, huge covered deck in back yard! #CCL
New! Kirkwood South - Great 3-2-2 with courtyard, covered patio, 

den with fireplace! #Ber
New! SAGEMEADOW - Beautiful 3-2-2, totally updated, island 

kitchen, remodeled bathrooms, covered patio! #sknSOLD

Summer is Here - 
We Need Your Home!

Ours are Sold!
#1 in South Belt.

Do What Moves You!

SOLD in 1 DAY!
SOLD in 4 DAYS!
SOLD in 3 DAYS!

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM
SIGN UP NOW!

COME LEARN:
 • RESPECT
 • FOCUS
 • CONFIDENCE
 • DISCIPLINE
 • AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE

BBB Accredited Business

11101 Resource Pkwy.
Houston, TX 77089

281-484-9006

1853 Pearland Pkwy. #109
Pearland, TX 77581

832-736-9006
We have space available at each location

Colossus 28” 1 Topping $34.99
Carry-out Only. 

Awesome fresh wings, many flavors.
Delivery/Pick-Up

281-369-9000
12373 Scarsdale Blvd.

11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Til 11 p.m. Fri/Sat.

Cabreja, exes
hit the courts
at Dobie H.S.
At right, Dobie High 
School Class of 2016 
graduate Luis Cabre-
ja fires a backhand 
toward his opponent 
during the Longhorns’ 
annual Exes Matches 
Aug. 3, at the school. 
Cabreja is set to be 
a senior at Schreiner 
University in Kerr-
ville, Texas. As a junior 
at Schreiner, Cabreja 
was the Mountaineers’   
No. 1 men’s singles 
player and also played 
No. 1 men’s doubles 
with playing partner 
Andrew Albright, a 
Clear Brook High 
School graduate. See  
more about the Exes 
Matches on Page 6B.

Photo by John Bechtle

Adidas John Turner
Volleyball Invitational

Aug. 8-10

Clear Brook Aug. 8 Pool Play
Noon – vs. Elsik, all at Dawson

2 p.m. – vs. S.A. Christian
4 p.m. – vs. Kingwood Park 

Lutheran South Aug. 8 Pool Play
Noon – vs. Bellaire, all at Pearland

1 p.m. – vs. Ridge Point
3 p.m. – vs. Barbers Hill

Gold Championship Aug. 10 
Live streamed

2 p.m. – via www.texanlive.com

Brook VB falls late, heads to Pearland
 Clear Brook led two 
sets to one but couldn’t 
hold on as Bridgeland out 
of the Cypress Fairbanks 
school district handed the 
Lady Wolverines a 25-23, 
21-25, 18-25, 25-23, 15-8 
loss on the opening night 
of the high school volley-
ball season Aug. 6 at Clear 

Brook. Avenging a loss 
a season ago in its varsi-
ty debut, Bridgeland, just 
a second-year program, 
wound up sweeping each 
of the four matches in the 
series with Brook.
 The Lady Wolverines 
now have a quick turn-
around as they head to 

Pearland ISD for the 58-
team Adidas John Turner 
Classic Aug. 8-10, with 
the respective teams com-
peting in pool play match-
es Aug. 8 before moving 
on to bracket action the 
final two days.
  The prestigious tour-
nament is headed by Class 

6A state runner-up Ridge 
Point, which has drawn 
Lutheran South as one of 
its pool play foes.
 Co-hosts Dawson and 
Pearland figure to battle 
for the league champi-
onship in District 23-
6A, and the Clear Creek 
ISD ranks are tough.

The Dobie High School 
football program and 
booster club will offi-
cially mark the start of 
the preseason by host-
ing a car wash fundrais-
er Saturday, Aug. 10, at 
the Snowie’s Shaved Ice 
spot located within the 
Food Town parking lot 
on Scarsdale  Boulevar-
de. The car wash will 
run from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
as players will wash ve-
hicles for a minimum 
$5 donation per vehicle. 
Returning sophomores, 
juniors and seniors 
will then begin presea-
son workouts Monday, 
Aug. 12, at Dobie as 
Dontavion Crosby (28) 
and his teammates get 
started. The Longhorns 
will scrimmage at Beau-
mont United Aug. 23, 
then will begin the reg-
ular season Thursday, 
Aug. 29, at Veterans 
Stadium in Pasadena. 
See more on Page 6B.

 JFD car wash is Aug. 10, just ahead of workouts

Toni Muse

GREEN AND 
ASSOCIATES
REALTORS®

Moving Families 
For 30 Years! 

Call me first if you’re 
thinking of buying or 

selling!

281-389-6519
Five Star Realtor 

Texas Monthly magazine

Brook, Dobie football returnees continue journey to success
 Both the Clear Brook 
and Dobie varsity football 
programs made the post-
season at the varsity level 
as their respective head 
coaches made their de-
buts. Now for 2019, more 
is expected as the journey 
to the playoff continues.
 At Clear Brook, the 
Wolverines had just three 
wins but advanced to the 
postseason before a loss to 
Strake Jesuit in the bidis-
trict round.
 Now, Shane Porter, 
who started at quarterback 

quite a bit last season, re-
turns as a senior, and his 
top target will be one of 
the most explosive re-
ceiver/runners in the area 
in the form of Loronzo 
Thompson.
 The Wolverines also 
bring back Mehdi Tor-
rance to lead the offen-
sive front after he was an 
all-district selection in 
2018.
 Defensively, Brandon 
Casarez is being touted as 
the early frontrunner for 
the Defensive Player of the 

Year in the District 24-6A 
ranks, and the defensive 
side of things will also 

include the likes of Eddie 
Delgado at linebacker and 
Kamrin Devault at end. As 

was the case a season ago, 
Clear Brook will be in a 
battle with fellow Clear 

Creek ISD squads Clear 
Creek, Clear Falls and 
Clear Lake for a playoff 

berth as the clear leaders 
of the bunch are Clear 
Springs and Dickinson.

 The Wolverines will 
scrimmage at Dawson 
Aug. 23 as the locals go 
against the Eagles in the 
final warmup prior to the 
regular season. 
 The 2019 regular sea-
son for the Wolverines 
gets started Friday, Aug. 
30, as the locals travel to

Continued on Page 3B

Experience Does 
Matter!!

Experienced Broker and 
Apartment LocatorLa’Wanda Lendsey

Great Reviews on 
HAR and Zillow!

Seabrough Dr. Pearland, (Waterview) $400’s 4/5/3
N. Sunset Dr. Pearland, $250’s 3/2

Call me today!
Direct: 832.545.7005 Website: Har.com/LLendsey

Lots of Programs Available for 1st-Time Home 
Buyers & Everyday Heroes

SOLD

PENDING
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 Izard Evans was once 
again the top performer 
for the Rising Stars Track 
Club as the group wrapped 
up its summer season at the 
Amateur Athletic Union’s 
Junior Olympic Games in 
Greensboro, N.C.
 Having set a national 
record in the turbo javelin 
in 2018, Evans returned to 
the finals this season and 
took third in the 9-year-old 
javelin event with a throw 
of 89 feet, 11 inches for a 
bronze medal.
 Evans also compet-
ed in the 800 and 1,500 
runs, finishing his season 
strong. In the 800, he was 
18th with a time of 2 min-
utes, 39.47 seconds. His 
time of 5:36.68 gave him 
26th place in the 1,500 
run.
 Evans’ sister, 11-year-
old Iryanna Evans, was 
ninth (62-4) overall in the 
discus throw to highlight 
her appearance at nation-
als. She also threw the 
javelin 62-7 for 18th place 
and was 21st in the shot 
put as her top effort trav-
eled 26-0-1/2.
 Camryn Dickson, a 
15-16-year-old girls’ com-
petitor, logged a 10th-
place award in the 200 as 
her time of 24.45 nearly 
qualified her for the finals. 
 She made her way to 
the 100 at nationals as 
well, clocking in at 12.51 
for 37th place. Dickson 
also qualified for the triple 
jump at the JOs but did not 
compete.
 Jason Doswell, 14, 
threw the javelin 112-1 for 
16th place in that event, 
and his shot throw of 31-8 
1/2 gave him the 46th spot 
overall.

 The Stars’ Noah Ca-
ballero, taking part in the 
12-year-old javelin throw, 
was 22nd in the final 
standings as his top throw 
went 97-2.
 The Rising Stars also 
had three athletes vying 
for position in the wom-

en’s 17-18 javelin. There, 
Alena Holt placed 31st at 
86-11 to lead the locals, 
with Faythe Huffman 
37th at 79-8 and Janelle 
Mooney 45th with a toss 
of 72-6.
 Ryan Reed of the Stars, 
10, rounded out his sea-

son by placing 27th with a 
throw of 69-2 in the jave-
lin. 
 Trevor Doswell, com-
peting in the 11-year-old 
category, placed 40th in 
the javelin (78-8) and was 
48th in the shot (24-9).
 Brianna Haywood, a 

15-16-year-old national 
qualifier, was 64th in the 
javelin with a throw of 
59.4.
 All competitors first 
had to advance through 
district and regional meets 
before reaching the AAU 
national event. 

Evans duo, Dickson lead Rising Stars

Dobie’s top-ranked singles player and a team cap-
tain, senior Sebastian Delgado will play a big role 
this season for the Longhorns both on and off the 
court as the locals look to peak at the right time 
and push things in District 22-6A. Regional power 

Kingwood is the clear 22-6A title favorite, but the 
Longhorns hope to be in the mix and eventually give 
themselves a chance to advance to the Region III 
tournament in the latter part of October.

Photos by John Bechtle

Dobie Girls’ Singles Ladder*
1. Julia Bui, Jr.

2. Kristy Morales, Sr. (Captain)

3. Gisell Morales, Sr. (Captain)

4. Erica Hay, Jr.

5. Jennifer Ho, Jr.

6. Megan Rodriguez, Soph.

7. Thailony Kam Trevino, Sr.

8. Jocelyn Salazar, Jr.

9. Tracy Tran, Soph.

10. Vanessa Tran, Soph.

11. Violet Tran, Soph.

12. Annette Tran, Soph.

Dobie Girls’ Doubles Ladder*
1. Julia Bui, Jr./Gisell Morales, Sr.

2. Kristy Morales, Sr./Erica Hay, Jr.

3. Jennifer Ho, Jr./Megan Rodriguez, Soph.

*Ladders are subject to change as challenge 

matches are conducted each week.

Dobie Boys’ Singles Ladder*
1. Sebastian Delgado, Sr. (Captain)
2. Quan Dinh, Jr.
3. Tristan Pedraza, Jr.
4. Hayden Lazo, Jr. 
5. Kyle Redmon, Jr.
6. Brian Nguyen, Soph.
7. Kiet Nguyen, Jr.
8. Son Truong, Sr.
9. Lael Martinez, Soph.
10. Dylan Ta, Jr.
11. Kenny Duong, Soph.
12. Taylor Ha, Soph.
13. William Ho, Fr. 

Dobie Boys’ Doubles
1. Sebastian Delgado, Sr./Quan Dinh, Jr.

2. Hayden Lazo, Jr./Tristan Pedraza, Jr.

3. Brian Nguyen, Soph./Lael Martinez, Soph.

Dobie Mixed Doubles
Thailony Kam Trevino, Sr./Kyle Redmon, Jr.

*Singles ladder subject to change

Stars’ Evans
nabs AAU

bronze medal
At right, Izard Evans 
of the Rising Stars 
Track Club earned a 
bronze medal in the 
turbo javelin event 
to lead his team at 
the Amateur Athletic 
Union’s Junior Olym-
pic Games, which 
concluded Aug. 3 at 
North Carolina A&T 
University in Greens-
boro, N.C. In 2018, 
Evans set a national 
record in the same 
event as an  8-year-
old. This season, his 
top throw traveled 
89 feet, 11 inches for 
third place overall.  He 
also performed well in 
the 9-year-old 800 and 
1,500 runs to close out 
his strong summer. His 
sister, 11-year-old Iry-
anna Evans, was ninth 
in the discus, while the 
Stars’ Camryn Dick-
son  took 10th in the 
girls’ 15-16-year-old 
200 dash. 

Courtesy photo

Dobie graduates reconnect
At right, two Dobie 
High School graduates, 
both from the Class 
of 1995, crossed paths 
earlier this summer at 
a national 16-U softball 
showcase in Montgom-
ery, Ala. Chris Mal-
veaux (left), now the 
associate head softball 
coach at the Universi-
ty of Missouri, ran into 
Jonathan Carter, now 
a Coast Guard com-
mander living in Staf-
ford, Va. Malveaux was 
on hand to scout poten-
tial recruits for Mizzou. 
Carter’s daughter, Al-
ison, was a participant 
in the showcase as a 
member of the Virgin-
ia Unity organization. 
Malveaux and Carter 
were teammates on the 
1995 Dobie baseball 
squad that reached the 
Region III fi nals.

Hungry but unseasoned Dobie team tennis squad prepares for tough workload
Coach Moreno begins 21st season

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 Entering his 38th year 
in the high school coach-
ing ranks, including 21 at 
Dobie, head coach Man-
uel Moreno Jr. knows the 
road map to success on the 
team tennis courts is ev-
er-changing.
 There’s been seasons in 
which the Longhorns were 
more experienced and tal-
ented than many others, 
and there have been those 
when the experience sim-
ply wasn’t there.
 And now there is 2019, 
a season in which the 
Longhorns possess solid 
talent but little seasoning 
and therefore even less ex-
perience at the varsity lev-
el. 
 So what does More-
no expect from the 2019 
group? As usual, nothing 
less than their collective 
best.
 Although the ever-com-
petitive Moreno would 
rather not, he concedes 
that Region III power 
Kingwood is the likely 
favorite to repeat as the 
District 22-6A champion. 
Beyond that, Moreno con-
cedes nothing.
 “Obviously, Kingwood 
is going to be tough to 
beat, but I really expect 

the district race to be tight 
after that. We beat Sum-
mer Creek last season, 
but now we have to open 
district play at their place 
(Sept. 6). 
 “Atascocita lost some 
top players, as we did also, 
so it’s tough to tell. It’s al-
ways a race to be the fi rst 
to 10 team wins, and that’s 
what we have to focus on.”
 And in an all-too-fa-
miliar move for Moreno, 
he has again placed one 
of the area’s toughest all-
around schedules in front 
of his team, including 16 
duels in August prior to 
the start of league play.
 In addition to Dawson 
and Pearland, Dobie will 
go against Clear Creek 
ISD schools such as Clear 
Brook, Clear Creek and 
Clear Springs, as well as 
nondistrict matches with 
Katy and George Ranch.
 “We are playing some 
solid programs, and I have 
already told the kids that 
we may take our lumps 
early on, but I’ve always 
believed that to get better, 
you have to play the bet-
ter competition,” Moreno 
said. “We are going to see 
that for sure”
 Moreno and his players 
will also head to San An-
tonio during the fi rst offi -

cial weekend of the regu-
lar season, were they will 
go against Alamo City lo-
cals Harlen and Smithson 
Valley, as well as a Lare-
do United team that shares 
both a team mascot and 
colors with Dobie. 
 Two of the three duels 
will take place at the lux-
urious Northside ISD Ten-
nis Center.
 Upon return, the Long-
horns will tackle the ma-
jority of that challenging 
nondistrict schedule be-
fore the 22-6A stretch run.
 Through it all, the for-
mula for success won’t 
change much.
 “We have to get our 
doubles combinations set 
pretty early on, because 
our ultimate success is to 
get ahead after the doubles 
and then tack on as many 
singles victories as possi-
ble while trying to get to 
10,” Moreno said.
 “These kids are hungry 
to do well, and they real-
ly want to be successful. 
Some of them are going 
to have to play in singles 
positions that they aren’t 
used to, but that’s the way 
it is sometimes.
 “Overall, they are a fun 
group to coach, so I’m ex-
cited to get started with 
the season.”

Regular season Dobie girls’ doubles No. 1 
squad Julia Bui (left) and Gisell Morales 
got in some extra work during the school’s 
annual Exes Matches at Dobie Aug. 3. The 
pair are slated as the No. 1 doubles team, 
and Bui will also open the season as the 
No. 1 girls’ singles player, with Morales, a 
co-captain, at No. 3.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 8
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Thursdays at 7:30 
a.m. at Allendale’s Kitchen & Cocktails, 5010 Broadway 
St., in Pearland. Variety of speakers. For information, call 
281-900-7257 or email nalix@texascitizensbank.com.

9:30 a.m.
NASA Aglow Community Lighthouse – Second 
Thursday of the month, 9:30 a.m., Praise Chapel, 
18516 Hwy. 3 in Webster. The public is welcome and 
encouraged to bring others. For details, call 281-910-
1971 or visit aglownet.org.

10 a.m.
Fun Bunch – for senior citizens, ages 55 and older, 
meets the second Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. at 
the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce, 10500 
Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call Ronn Canon at 281-610-
8999 or the chamber at 281-481-5516.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club 
at 281-480-1911 or email at jpochsner@aol.com for 
details.

11:30 a.m.
ABWA - Southeast Express Network – American 
Business Women’s Association-South meets the sec-
ond Thursday, Spring Creek Barbeque, 9005 Broadway 
(FM-518), Pearland. Lunch is 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
($20). Includes networking with professional business 
women and guest speaker. Women of all ages/occupa-
tions invited. Bring business cards. Reservations appre-
ciated. Visit www.seen-abwa.org.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 

Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 
713-686-6300.

6:30 p.m.
Pearland Area Republican’s Club – meets monthly on 
the second Thursday (except December, June and July) at 
the Pearland Church of Christ Annex, 2217 N. Grand Blvd., 
Pearland. For details, call Gary at 281-993-8335.

7 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom’s – Rabbi Stuart Fede-
row hosts free discussions on Judaism and religion in 
general, open to the public, second Thursdays, at Sawa 
Restaurant and Grill, 16608 El Camino Real. This is the 
conservative synagogue in the Bay Area. For details, 
contact the offi ce at 281-488-5861 or at csh@shaarha
shalom.org.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM-518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, 
call 713-661-4200.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 9
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 
77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email the direc-
tor at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, 
First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For details, 
call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

8 p.m.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meets at CrossRoads 
UMC Fridays, 8 to 9 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. 
Family members and friends of problem drinkers/

addicts share, learn Al-Anon principles, that they are 
not alone, and discover choices available. For details, 
call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill,” 
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787,  or drop in.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For 
women affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Pasadena, Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-
487-8787, or drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, call 281-484-
9243.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a 
loved one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter 
and Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. For details, 
call 281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 

Sundays, 5:30 p.m., in the Chapel at Life Church, 9900 
Almeda Genoa. Call 713-419-2635 for details or to 
RSVP for child care.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

MONDAY, AUGUST 12
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays, 10 to 11 a.m. Literature 
Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through back of church. Call 409-
454-5720 for details.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. 
Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email jpochsner@aol.
com for details.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. 
Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 
1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship 
Hall in back. Call 409-454-5720 for details, or drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group, noon, 3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 
713-686-6300.

6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Monday at IHOP, 11222 
Fuqua. Come, improve crossword skills. Call 281-488-
2923 for details.
Mended Hearts Cardiac Support Group – A national 
organization dedicated to inspiring hope in heart patients 
and families meets the second Monday at the Clear Lake 
Heart Towers auditorium, 495 Medical Center Blvd., 
Webster. A free meal begins at 6:30 p.m., followed by a 
speaker. For information, call 281-538-4648. 
 Continued on Page 4B
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PISD has season tix for football
 Season tickets for any of the Pasadena ISD high school football programs, in-
cluding Dobie, are on sale now through Friday, Aug. 23, from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m., 
at the Pasadena ISD Athletic Offi ce located at 2906 Dabney within Phillips Gym. 
Individual tickets only will be available after Aug. 23. The cost for season tickets are 
$6 each presale. This is a savings of $1 per ticket off the $7 gate price. There are no 
reserved seats sold.  Student tickets are also available for $3 each and may be used 
for any varsity regular season game at Veterans Stadium. Varsity home games will 
be played at 7 p.m. on Friday and 6 p.m. on Thursday and Saturday, with a couple of 
exceptions. To purchase season tickets for Dobie or any of the other four PISD high 
school football programs, visit the district website at www.pasadenaisd.org. Once 
there, go to the Athletics tab and then refer to the ticket information link. The season 
ticket packages for Dobie are $42 each, which represents a $1 discount per game 
ticket. Stadium parking is free. 

Thompson Intermediate to host equipment pick up 
 The Thompson Lions’ fi rst equipment pickup session for the 2019-2020 school 
year will be Aug. 9 as eighth-grade football and volleyball players will visit from 
10 a.m. to noon, with seventh-grade volleyball and football players to follow from 
1 to 3 p.m. There will be a second equipment pickup day Aug. 16 from 1 to 3 p.m. 
for all football players who miss the fi rst date. There will be a $65 participation fee 
due at the time of pickup for football players, and the volleyball uniform fee is $50 
per student.  For more information, direct email to coach Doug Sawyer (boys) at dsaw
yer@pasadenaisd.org or coach Tiffany Nelson (girls) at TNelson@pasadenaisd.org.

Harris Memorial Scholarship run planned
 
 Friends and former colleagues of longtime Dobie High School staffer Barry Har-
ris have finalized plans for the first-ever South Belt 5K and Kids 1K Run/Walk, 
benefiting Harris’ scholarship fund. Harris was a longtime Dobie instructor and 
Pasadena ISD athletics supporter prior to his death in 2018 from the affects of can-
cer. Proceeds from the South Belt 5K and Kids 1K events will go to aid the Harris 
scholarship fund in future years. The event, complete with a certified course, is set 
for Saturday, Nov. 9, beginning and ending at Dobie High School while traveling 
through El Franco Lee Park. The 5K run will go off at 7 a.m., with the kids  event to 
begin at 8 a.m. The entry fee for the 5K run is $35 per participant, while the kids 1K 
is $25 per participant. To register, visit www.Runsignup.com. For additional infor-
mation, direct email to southbelt5k@yahoo.com. Those who would like to donate 
to the Barry E Harris Memorial Scholarship Fund year-round may do so by sending 
checks to Dobie High School, Attn: Barry Harris Scholarship, 10220 Blackhawk, 
Houston, Texas, 77089. Include Barry Harris Scholarship in memo line. Donations 
are also accepted online via Pasadenaisd.revtrak.net. Click on high schools, select 
Dobie High School then click on the Barry Harris Scholarship link.

www.oldcoach.com has North Shore No. 1
 Defending Class 6A state football champion North Shore was the no-surprise 
top-ranked choice in the www.theoldcoach.com preseason state rankings, released 
Aug. 5. The Mustangs, with nationally-recruited standouts Dematrius Davis at quar-
terback and Zach Evans at running back, will also feature recent Texas A&M Uni-
versity verbal commit Shadrach Banks at receiver.
 North Shore defeated Dobie in the bidistrict playoff round for the sixth time in 
eight years, then went on to win the 6A Division I state crown following a Hail Mary 
touchdown pass on the game’s fi nal play to stun Duncanville, which sits at No. 2 in 
the 2019 state poll.
 Longtime Houston area power Katy is ranked eighth, with Beaumont West Brook, 
the 6A Division II state fi nalist, at No. 10. Atascocita, the defending District 22-6A 
champion and regional semifi nalist, drew four votes but did not crack the top 10 in 
the state rankings. 
 Dobie will host Atascocita at Veterans Stadium in Pasadena on Oct. 18. If the 
Longhorns advance to the postseason, they would almost assuredly face either North 
Shore or Beaumont West Brook in the fi rst round come November.

Sports Calendar

Local sports news, notes

TENNIS
Thursday, Aug. 8

Dobie varsity hosts Dawson, 3 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 9
Dobie varsity vs. Smith. Valley at Spring Branch, 4 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 10
Dobie varsity at Laredo United at Northside T.C., 8:30 
a.m.
Dobie varsity at S.A. Harlan, Northside T.C., 2:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 13
Dobie varsity hosts Katy, 3:00

Wednesday, Aug. 14
Dobie varsity hosts Clear Brook, 3:00

Thursday, Aug. 15
Dobie varsity at George Ranch, 4:00

Friday, Aug. 16
Dobie varsity hosts Katy, 9 a.m.
Dobie varsity hosts Shadow Creek, 3:00

VOLLEYBALL
Thursday, Aug. 8

Adidas Pearland Invitational
Brook varsity vs. Elsik, at Dawson, noon
Brook varsity vs. S.A. Christian, at Dawson, 2:00
Brook varsity vs. Kingwood Park, at Dawson, 4:00

Friday, Aug. 9
Dobie varsity hosts La Porte, 6:00
Brook varsity at Adidas Pearland Inv., TBA
Dobie JV hosts La Porte, 5:00
Dobie freshman A hosts La Porte, 4:00

Saturday, Aug. 10
Brook varsity at Adidas Pearland Inv., TBA
Brook freshman B at Dobie tourn., TBA

Tuesday, Aug. 13
Brook varsity at Houston Memorial, 5:30
Dobie varsity hosts Baytown Sterling, 6:00
Dobie JV hosts Baytown Sterling, 5:00
Brook JV at Houston Memorial, 4:30
Dobie freshman A hosts Baytown Sterling, 5:00
Brook freshman A at Houston Memorial, 4:30
Brook freshman B at Houston Memorial, 5:30
Dobie freshman A hosts Baytown Sterling, 4:00

Thursday, Aug. 15
Dobie varsity at Dickinson, tourn., TBA

Friday, Aug. 16
Brook varsity hosts Summer Creek, 5:30
Brook JV hosts Summer Creek, 4:30
Brook freshman A hosts Summer Creek, 4:30
Brook freshman B hosts Brazoswood, 5:30

Saturday, Aug. 17
Dobie varsity at Dickinson, tourn., TBA

Tuesday, Aug. 20
Brook varsity hosts Dulles, 5:30
Dobie varsity hosts Spring, 5:30
Dobie JV hosts Spring, 4:30
Brook JV hosts Dulles, 4:30
Dobie freshman A hosts Spring, 5:30
Brook freshman A hosts Dulles, 4:30
Dobie freshman B hosts Spring, 4:30
Brook freshman B at Clear Falls, 5:30

FOOTBALL
Friday, Aug. 23

Brook all teams at Dawson scrimmage, The Rig, TBA
Dobie all teams at Beaumont United scrimmage, TBA

CROSS-COUNTRY
Friday, Aug. 16

Dobie all teams at Huffman Relays, 8 a.m.

Friday, Aug. 23
Dobie all teams at La  Porte Inv., 8 a.m.

Former SJC star gets MLB win
At right, Devin Smelt-
zer, who helped guide 
the San Jacinto Col-
lege baseball team to 
the JUCO World Se-
ries in 2016, earned 
his fi rst major league 
win Aug. 4, pitching 
his Minnesota Twins 
past the Kansas City 
Royals 3-0. Smelt-
zer, originally a fi fth-
round pick of the Los 
Angeles Dodgers in 
2016, went six shutout 
frames, allowing two 
hits and fanning four 
to get the victory as 
the Twins maintained 
their lead in the Amer-
ican League Central 
Division. Poised with a 
2.28 earned run aver-
age, Smelter has now 
struck out 21 batters 
over 27 2/3 innings, 
encompassing fi ve to-
tal appearances (three 
starts).

MLB photo

Junior Varsity
Thurs., Aug. 29, 5 p.m.

La Porte Bulldogs

Thurs., Sept. 5, 4:30 p.m.
at Friendswood

Thurs., Sept. 12, 4:30 p.m.
at Angleton

Thurs., Sept. 19, 4:30 p.m.
C.E. King

Thurs., Sept. 26, 4:30 p.m.
*at Clear Creek

Thurs., Oct. 3, 5 p.m.
*Clear Falls

Thurs., Oct. 10, 4:30 p.m.
*at Clear Springs

Thurs., Oct. 24, 5 p.m.
*Dickinson 

Thurs., Oct. 31, 4:30 p.m.
*at Alvin

Thurs., Nov. 7, 5 p.m.
*Clear Lake

* District 24-6A games

Freshman Red
Thurs., Aug. 29, 4:30 p.m.

at La Porte Bulldogs  

Thurs., Sept. 5, 4:30 p.m.
Friendswood

Thurs., Sept. 12, 4:30 p.m.
at Angleton

Thurs., Sept. 19, 4:30 p.m.
at C.E. King

Thurs., Sept. 26, 4:30 p.m.
*Clear Creek

Thurs., Oct. 3, 4:30 p.m.
*at Clear Falls

Thurs., Oct. 10, 4:30 p.m..
*Clear Springs

Thurs., Oct. 24, 4:30 p.m.
*at Dickinson 

Thurs., Oct. 31, 4:30 p.m.
*Alvin

Thurs., Nov. 7, 4:30 p.m.
*at Clear Lake

* District 24-6A games

Freshman Black
Thurs., Aug. 29, 6 p.m.
at La Porte Bulldogs

Thurs., Sept. 5, 6 p.m.
Friendswood

Thurs., Sept. 12, 6 p.m.
at Angleton

Thurs., Sept. 19, 6 p.m.
at C.E. King

Thurs., Sept. 26, 6 p.m.
*Clear Creek

Thurs., Oct. 3, 6 p.m.
*at Clear Falls

Thurs., Oct. 10, 6 p.m.
*Clear Springs

Thurs., Oct. 24, 6 p.m.
*at Dickinson 

Thurs., Oct. 31, 6 p.m.
*Alvin

Thurs., Nov. 7, 6 p.m.
*at Clear Lake

* District 24-6A games

Clear Brook Subvarsity Football Slate

Continued from Page 1B
La Porte to take on a Bull-
dogs’ program that is un-
der the guidance of fi rst-
year head coach Anthony 
Renfroe.
 Aug. 12 is also the fi rst 
day of preseason work-
outs for the Dobie Long-
horn returnees as the team 
looks to repeat or better 
last year’s bidistrict play-
off run.
 JFD second-year head 
coach Kevin Berneathy, 
while pointing out that the 
journey to the 2019 post-
season actually began in 
January, is excited to see 
how the Longhorns get 
out the gate.
 There was progress 
shown during spring 
workouts, there has been 
plenty of growth in the 
weight room and atten-
dance  at the summer-long 
strength and conditioning 
workouts was consistent. 
Now comes the real fun.
 Much will be made of 
the return of junior run-
ning back Darius Hale af-
ter he burst on the scene in 
2018 with 1,250 yards and 
16 touchdowns.
 There will be plenty of 
praise sent toward offen-
sive lineman Jason Brooks 
after he verbally commit-
ted to a major Division 
I program in Vanderbilt 
during the offseason. 
 The defensive second-
ary also returns all but 
one starter, but the Long-
horns know the next step 
is being more balanced 
on offense and to shore 
up a special teams group 
that was both tarnished at 
times yet shiny at others. 

 Make no mistake, Hale 
will get plenty of touch-
es, and backfi eld return-
ee Dontavion Crosby, a 
senior, also fi gures to get 
more action than in 2019.
 The Longhorns will 
open the preseason with 
three players vying for the 
starting spot at quarter-
back. Obviously, escapa-
bility is a plus in the pock-
et, but the Longhorns are 
seeking a true passer.
 “We know that to truly 
get to that next level that 
we want to be at, we have 
to be able to take our shots 
in the air and be success-
ful,” Berneathy said.
 “I’m not saying that we 
are going to throw it 30 
times a game, but we have 
to be able to take advan-
tage of those opportunities 
when they are there. 
 “Obviously, we have 
Jeremiah Ballard back, 
but we also have Cameron 
Guy and others like Bra-
den Gant and Bryce Shea 
who warrant chances.”
 Missed assignments 
and general mistakes on 
special teams proved cost-
ly to the Longhorns in 
their nondistrict win over 
Bellaire and again the 22-
6A opening loss to Sum-
mer Creek. 
 Things balanced out 
over time with personnel 
changes and better execu-
tion, but special teams will 
remain a focus early on in 
camp. 
 Defensively, the Long-
horns need to fi ll some 
voids in the front sev-
en, and players will have 
the chance to place their 
names high on the depth 

chart. Javen Sanchez is the 
most heralded returnee in 
the group, and the Long-
horns will be young and 
inexperienced elsewhere, 
for the time being.
 Overall, Berneathy and 
his staff are ready to see 
how much of the attention 
to detail and hard work in 
the weight room will pay 
off on the fi eld.
 On Aug. 5, the Long-
horn coaching staff wel-
comed more than 80 
freshmen to workouts, 
compared to around 50 
last season at this time. So 
the journey continues.
 “We spent a good 
amount of time and fo-
cused on our intermedi-
ates, and I think we are 
seeing the payoff from 
that in the increased num-
bers,” Berneathy said.
 “Plus, I think continu-
ity in our coaching staff 
has really helped. Players 
didn’t even know some 
of  their coaches’ names 
at this time last year, and 
now there is more famil-
iarity there.
 “We lost one coach 
from last year to this, and 
we were able to replace 
that role in March, giving 
that coach from then to 
now to be with the guys. 
It’s just been great to have 
that continuity.”
 If in theory Berneathy 
has a two or a three-year 
plan for this program 
when he arrived in Febru-
ary of 2018, it would ap-
pear the overall program is 
ahead of that curve.
 The 2018 varsity team 
won seven games, was on 
pace to set a school scor-

ing record at one point and 
made the playoffs for the 
fi rst time since 2015. Do-
bie, for the most part, had 
a great deal of success at 
the subvarsity levels.
 So the plan appears to 
be working well, but Ber-
neathy wants to wait un-
til Aug. 12 and beyond to 
make a fi nal determina-
tion. 
 “There are certainly 
times that I think we are 
ahead of schedule, but 
until we get started next 
week I’ll just say we are 
right where I hoped,” he 
said.
  “There’s a lot of ex-
citement for this season. 
We have some legitimate 
talent and a lot of guys 
willing to go out there 
and do what it takes. Ef-
fort doesn’t always equal 
execution, but if we keep 
getting better every day I 
think we have a great shot 
to be very successful.”
 Dobie will make its 
lone scrimmage appear-
ance in Beaumont Aug. 
23 against United. From 
there, the Longhorns will 
have a short week before 
the subvarsity plays Aug. 
28 against Santa Fe, with 
the varsity opener Thurs-
day, Aug. 29, against the 
Indians at Veterans Stadi-
um in Pasadena.
 In 2018 as part of Ber-
neathy’s debut, senior  de-
fensive back Michael On-
ozie scored on a fumble 
return and a late touch-
down propelled the Long-
horns to a 28-21 win.
 But this is a new sea-
son, and the Longhorns 
are ready to get started.

Dobie football to take to the fi eld Aug. 12
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CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Senior Club – Meets the second and fourth week 
monthly (Nov./Dec. meet second week only) at Covenant United 
Methodist Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities, trips, etc. Call Jan 
Okumura at 832-298-9480 for details.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games scheduled for Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club 
at 281-480-1911 or email the director at jpochsner@aol.com for addi-
tional information.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
3525 Broadway, Pearland. For additional information, call 713-686-
6300.

1 - 3:30 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has Hump Day  Dance to practice ball-
room  dances (not lessons) in a casual environment. A variety of 
rhythms are played from entry to advanced dancing levels at 1001 E. 
League City Pkwy. League City nonresidents must purchase activity 
card (see Tuesday 12:30 p.m. dance for details). Help is available to 
assist learning dance moves. For additional information on the activity 
card, call the city at 281-554-1180.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.
hascona.com.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention  – Call 281-286-2525 
(24-hour crisis hotline) for confidential domestic violence/sexual 
abuse support group for women. Visit www.bayareaturningpoint.org 
for information.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

7:30 a.m.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. at Allendale’s 
Kitchen & Cocktails, 5010 Broadway St., in Pearland. Variety of speak-
ers. For information, call 281-900-7257 or email nalix@texascitizens
bank.com.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 10 
a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 or email 
the director at jpochsner@aol.com for details.

10 a.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 713-686-6300. 

6 p.m.
Texas German Society, South Belt (SE) Chapter – A social group 
focused on the culture, music, heritage and language of Texas 
German immigrants. Meets the third Thursday, monthly, 6 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale 
Blvd. Visitors welcome. Email OpaGivesHugs@gmail.com for details.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group, open meeting, 2930 
E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth 
building). For details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.com.

Continued from Page 3B
MONDAY, AUGUST 12

6:30 p.m.
Toastmasters – The Young Professionals Southeast Toastmasters 
Club #05324194 meets Mondays, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., at the South Belt 
Chamber of Commerce, 10500 Scarsdale Blvd., next to the fi re sta-
tion. For details, call Karen Nunn at 832-722-9061 or Carolyn 
Carmichael at 832-372-3565 or visit https://youngprofessionalstoast
masters.com/.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting,  
2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church 
(youth building). For details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.hascona.
com.
Sagemont Civic Club – Meetings are held the second Monday, 
Sagemont Park Recreation Center, 11507 Hughes Rd.

7:30 p.m.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Dancing on Monday, 
7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 16020 El Camino Real, 77062. $4/session or $35/10 
sessions for CSH members and $5/session or $45/10 sessions for 
nonmembers. Everyone is welcome. For information, contact 281-488-
5861 or csh@shaarhashalom.org.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Saint Luke’s 12 Step Recovery open 
meeting Mondays,  7:30 p.m. in the education bldg., 11011 Hall Rd., 
77089. For details, call Jesse at 832-725-8479 or Rita at 281-309-2801.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 13
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for details, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, 
a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office and an old-time kitchen. Tuesday 
through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, Pasadena. For 
details, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 10 
a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 for addi-
tional information.

10:30 a.m.
Tri-County Republican Women – General meetings are held the 
second Tuesday, except June and July, Golfcrest Country Club, 2509 
Country Club Dr., Pearland. Lunch available for $15. Exact cash or a 
check requested. For reservations, call Susan Hooper at 832-723-
7671.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group, noon, 
3525 Broadway, Pearland. For details, call 713-686-6300.

12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
Free dance lessons – taught by Lewis and Betty Whistler (35 years of 
experience) at Hometown Heroes Park, 1001 E League City Parkway, 
on Tuesdays. Bringing a partner is not required. There is a different 
dance focus monthly. For details,  call Betty at  832-517-5833. For 
questions about League City’s activity card, call the park offi ce at 281-
554-1180.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #1530 meets at the Sagemont 
Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., 1:30 p.m. For informa-
tion, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

2 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – Tuesday, 2 p.m., 16614 Sea 
Lark, 77062. For details or classes, contact Dr. Glandorf at drglandorf@
sbcglobal.net or call 281-488-6318.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open meeting, 
7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For details, call 713-661-4200 or visit www.
hascona.com.

Let the Leader help 
with your advertising.
281-481-5656

AUTO
FOR SALE. 1986 CADIL-
LAC, 4-door Fleetwood 
Brougham. $4000. Call 
281-481-1956. 8-8

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. 
South Belt Area. Free 
Estimates. New Com-
puters For Sale. Deal 
with a Technician Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 
713-991-1355. 8-29
SOUTHBELT - Data-
Systems - Hard Drive 
Data  Recovery - Linux 
Installation. 10909 Sabo, 
Suite 120, 281-481-0909. 
E-mail: sds@walkerlaw.
com. TF

GARAGE SALES
10218 GLENKIRK. 
Black-hawk at Southbelt.
Thurs. & Fri., August 8 & 
9, 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. Lamps , 
pictures, home decor, 
new baby items, wom-
en’s/children’s name 
brand clothes/shoes, 
DVD western movies & 
more... Bedroom furni-
ture/antique.  8-8

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE. Refrigerator, 
good for extra fridge in 
garage, works perfectly. 
$75. Couch & love seat, 
pastel colors, $75. Call 
281-451-6588. 8-8
FOR SALE. Used beauti-
ful dining room table, 8 
cushioned chairs, 
72”X44”, w/2 large, 
22-inch-wide table exten-
sions. Always covered 
with tablecloth. Tabletop 
in excellent condition, 
must see to appreciate!! 
$250 - OBO. Contact Bill 
at 832-623-4053. 
Evenings Only. 8-8
FOREST PARK EAST 
CEMETERY: Three spac-
es, choice location Sec-
tion 206, lot 89, spaces 7, 
8, 9. Call 281-487-7932.   
 TF
FOR SALE. Antiques - 
Early American - before 
1830. 3 walnut chests, 1 
walnut commode, 2 hang-
ing oil lamps - made elec-
tric, 2 slant top desks  
(cherry & maple), 1 cher-

ry wall cupboard, 1 pine 
washstand and 1 antique 
bed. Call 281-795-9474.  
 TF

REAL ESTATE
HOUSE FOR SALE. 
9839 Tiltree St. 77075. 
3-1.5-2, 1518 sq. ft. New 
roof, never flooded. 
$170,000. Call 832-654-
5380. 8-15
HOME FOR SALE - by 
owner. 11107 Sage-
heather. 1781 sq. ft. Call 
281-795-9474 TF

SERVICE
BACK TO SCHOOL 
Science and Math Prep & 
Tutoring services. 5th - 
12th over 10 years experi-
ence/educator. Call 713-
542-9601. 8-8

Looking 
to sell 

or lease 
your home?

Let us
help you!

Place an 
ad in the 

South 
Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's 
weekly 

Real Estate 
section!
11555 

Beamer 
281-

481-5656

Leader Reader Ads
Personal: 
25 Words - $8 • 3 Weeks $21
Business: 
25 Words - $10 • 3 Weeks $27
no changes, no refunds

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Make checks payable to:

South Belt-Ellington Leader
11555 Beamer Road, Houston, TX  77089

After Hours:  Use mail slot in
front of building facing Beamer. 281-481-5656

Deadline:
Noon Tuesday

Ads Are Not Taken
Over The Phone

South Belt-Ellington Leader

LAWN & GARDEN
✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

Arbor King Tree Service

Melvin Bonilla works with you!   832-660-3622

Looking to 
improve 

your yard 
the easy    

way?
Call the

Leader 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
11555 Beamer
281-481-5656

HELP WANTED
Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 

& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, CMAs, RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena OR give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

visit us online at 
www.southbeltleader.com

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

ADRIANS
TREE SERVICES.COM

713-501-0184

Turn those 
unwanted 
items in

your gar-
age and 

closets into 
cash. Bring 
ads into the 

Leader office 
by Tuesday 
or use the 
mail slot by 

the front 
door.

11555 11555 
Beamer    Beamer    
281-481-281-481-

56565656

Admin/Data Entry 
Part-Time Position

Near Sagemont Church, looking 
for a reliable, detail oriented, Mi-
crosoft/Access/Word/Database 
Experienced individual. Perfect 
for a parent of school age children, 
flexible scheduling with school, 
school holidays and breaks. 
Some clerical duties, some 
phone, small office, based on ex-
perience. Send Resume to: seek
ing.worker55@gmail.com

✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯✯

Southeast VFD needs you!
We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS 
Department. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving 
record check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 
7PM at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very 
limited training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon 
acceptance. If you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Depart-
ment, Forest Service, Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. 
You can visit our website:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download 
an application package and see some of the activities that we participate in 
yearly.  Please come to one of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers 
and join us in this very important and worthwhile activity. Become a valued 
and needed part of our growing community where Neighbors Help Neigh-
bors!  Your community needs you!  

VOLUNTEERS 
SOUGHT

Need Help Finding Your 
Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!
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A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • REMODELING • SHEETROCK

• TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION • HAULING • FENCES  
• CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
 832-692-7754

E-mail: southbelt12@gmail.com

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

40 Years
Experience

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

       SERVICE

BOOKKEEPING

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

TRUSTWORTHY and RELIABLE

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

Providing
 environmentally
 friendly services  
      with your 
children and pets’ 
safety in mind.

281-484-6740

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE • FENCES 
• GARAGE CONVERSION • INTEGRITY 
• COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial • Insured

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Build Out 

Serving Houston for over 25 years

832-891-4610Flood Disaster 
Specialist

Free 
Estimates

Willie’s Concrete Works  
Driveways • Patios • Etc
Pool Demos & Trash Hauling

Serving the South Belt area 30+ years

281-484-7712
INSURED

www.houstonconcrete.us

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR

MENTION THIS AD
AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

We service all major home appliances. 
Our Professional Technicians will 

provide you with service you can trust.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

281-481-9683

76 Dobie Grad
9 Dobie Grad

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Call
Now!

South-Belt area owned and operated

844-727-3483
cmaricle@par5roof.com

www.par5roof.com
281-692-1684MPL #18439

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGGGPPLLUUMMBBIINNGGGG
Complete Home Residential Service Plumber

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALS
A-Rated on Angie’s List

Primary Plumbing Services

713-643-7228
Ruben Muñoz – MPL 17449

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Attention advertisers, make your ad stand out with color. Call 281-481-5656 for 

information. Participants will be limited to 10, so call soon if you want included.

Free estimates on new equipment.

10% off Repairs

Annual maintenance
will save you money.

Airstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

281-481-6308

Support

Leader

Advertisers

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Bedroom / Kitchen / Bathroom Remodeling

281-779-5053
blessingpainting@yahoo.com

www.blessingpainting.com
www.facebook.com/zamudio.poly

OWNER OPERATOR – FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY 

INSURED

Triple M Plumbing
281-484-4777

Cell  281-455-1175

Melvin D. Glover III
Master License # 8069

Looking to 
improve your 
yard the easy 
way. See our 
Advertisers 

for your 
Lawn 

& Garden!
on  page 4B

R.B. GARAGE DOORS

ROGELIO   832-755-5245
www.rbgaragedoors.com          rbgaragedoors@gmail.com

*Replace Garage Doors  *Garage Door Openers
*Crashed Door Resets     *Lube, Tunes & Springs

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!
TACLB1954E

Free Estimates on New Equipment

281-484-1818    4403 F.M.2351

100% Financing to Qualified Buyers

CALL FOR A/C CHECK-UP

A/C & Appliance Repair
 • Former Sear’s Technician
 • Insured & Licensed (TACLA44251C)

713-505-7534

visit us online at 
www.southbeltleader.com

Call

Big Edd’s
Serving Houston & Surrounding 

Areas Since1979

Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

Garage Door Problems?

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $$$$$$ 

TACLB002755C

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

Financing Available

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING
Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR SEWER REPAIR

Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Need Help 
     Finding Your 
     Dream Home?

Let the Leader
Classifi eds

Be Your
Guide!

281-481-5656

Commercial, Industrial & Residential

Free Estimates  – MPL#41513 – Hablo Español

832-715-6441
Military, Law Enforcement & Senior Discount
www.afterhoursplumbingservicehouston.com

$50 OFF Any Service w/coupon

After Hours Plumbing Service

CURRY INC.
A/C - HEATING 

SERVICE
   Commercial &
     Residential 
Call for New Equipment Specials

713-817-2232
713-643-5765

Serving the Houston Area since 1965
TACLA#023879E

FOR WHEN LIFE BRINGS
YOU A SHOCK OR TWO!

Our Classifieds will give you a wide selection 
of professional service people who advertise there. 

You can compare and choose from among 
them in the SERVICES columns and be ready 

for anything shocking ahead! 

The Classifieds – read them and use them; 
They’re there when you need them!

281-481-5656



Allied Foundations
 281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

It was a memorable trip for Dobie tennis coach Manuel Moreno Jr. (right) 
and his family as they visited Chicago to wrap up the summer break. While 
there, the Morenos dined at Ditka’s Restaurant, where Moreno had the 
opportunity to meet NFL football legend Mike Ditka in the fl esh (left). 
Moreno, a diehard Dallas Cowboys fan, remembers that Ditka caught a 
touchdown pass while playing for Dallas in Super Bowl VI as part of the 
Cowboys’ 24-3 win. Ditka, a Pro Football Hall of Fame inductee, starred 
primarily for the Bears in Chicago, making fi ve Pro Bowls as a tight end 
during his career.  Having also been a head coach in the NFL, Ditka is cur-
rently an analyst for the ESPN networks. Moreno was in Chicago with his 
wife Becky and the couple’s two children, Kelsey and Mitchell.

Moreno meets Hall of Famer 
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Dobie tennis Exes Matches featured the now versus the was

Above, Dobie gradu-
ate, former varsity ten-
nis player and current  
educator at the school  
Steven Mullins (left) 
and his partner Ron-
ald Nguyen await serve 
during the annual Exes 
Matches at Dobie. In 
addition to his duties 
in the classroom, Mull-
ins is also Dobie’s club 
bowling instructor, 
having helped the team 
to the state champion-
ships in the past.
Photos by John Bechtle 

At right, 2015 Dobie 
graduate and former 
No. 1 boys’ singles 
player Ruben Vargas 
sets to return service 
during the annual 
Exes Matches at Dobie 
Aug. 3. A graduate of 
the University of Tex-
as this summer, Vargas 
is currently interning 
with a Houston area 
engineering fi rm.

At right, former Do-
bie varsity girls’ tennis 
standouts Jessica Es-
cobar (left) and Hong-
nhung Ho had a little 
fun at the expense of 
their opponents at the 
Longhorns’ annual 
Exes Matches, eventu-
ally won by everyone 
involved. Dobie head 
tennis coach Man-
uel Moreno Jr. said 
the greatest takeaway 
from the event year 
after year is the way 
the former players in-
teract with today’s 
players, often sharing 
their playing experi-
ences. “To see players 
like Luis Cabreja and 
Ruben Vargas, former 
No. 1 boys’ players for 
us, get a chance to tell 
stories and share some 
of their stories and ex-
periences about the 
past is great,” Moreno 
said. I always appreci-
ate the former players 
coming out and giving 
back to the program.”
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