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Community garage sale set
 The Clear Brook Meadows subdivision will 
hold its annual Spring Garage Sale on Satur-
day, May 21. Participants will hold their own 
sale and must provide their own signs. For 
more information, email Sylvia Velasquez, ac-
tivity committee chairperson, at cbmactivity@
msn.com.

Kindergarten roundups set
Stuchbery Elementary

 An informational meeting about the pre-
kindergarten program at Stuchbery Elemen-
tary will be held for parents/guardians of chil-
dren who will turn 4 years old on or before 
Sept. 1, 2016. The school will provide infor-
mation about the Pre-K program including 
eligibility guidelines and registration informa-
tion on Thursday, May 19, at 5:30 p.m. in the 
school cafeteria. For more information, call 
the school at 713-740-0752.

CBHS cheer holds car wash
 The 2016-2017 Clear Brook High School 
cheerleaders will hold a car wash Saturday, 
May 21, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  at Snowie’s in 
the Foodtown parking lot on Scarsdale. A $5 
donation is asked.

Cowboys, Cowgirls register
 The Sagemont Cowboys and Cowgirls will 
hold an open registration for the 2016 season 
on Saturday, May 21, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the football fi eld in El Franco Lee Park. A 
$100 deposit is due at the time of registration. 
For more information, contact Club President 
Denny Wranich at 281-785-8353.

Church holds yard sale
 Faith Missionary Baptist Church, 9850 
Mango Street in Houston, will hold a church-
wide yard sale on Saturday, May 21, from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., rain or shine, to raise money for 
its ladies auxiliary.

Shredding event May 21
 First Service Credit Union will hold a Shred 
Day on Saturday, May 21, from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at First Service Gulf Freeway branch, 
8980 Clearwood Street (at I-45 South) and at 
the Katy Branch at 23665 Katy Freeway (I-
10).
 This event will assure that confi dential 
documents are safely shredded, eliminat-
ing the danger of fi nancial fraud or identity 
theft. Each individual can drop off fi ve bags 
or boxes of personal documents, and those pa-
pers will be immediately shredded on-site. For 
additional information, contact Daniel Souers, 
First Service vice president of marketing, at 
713-676-8949.

Bazaar at church May 22
 The St. Frances Cabrini Annual Bazaar will 
be held on Sunday, May 22, from 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. on the church grounds at 10727 Hartsook 
Street in Houston. The bazaar will feature a 
barbecue dinner, Mexican food, trash and 
treasure, kiddie land, beverages, and games 
for all ages. A raffle will be held with three 
prizes – $4,500, $500 and $250 Visa gift cards. 
The trash and treasure is said to be Southeast 
Houston’s largest garage sale – now open and 
remaining open through the bazaar. Proceeds 
from the bazaar will go toward the mortgage 
on the new church dedicated in January 2005. 
Admission is free. For more information, call 
713-946-5768.

CCFA support group meets
 The Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of 
America (CCFA) Bay Area Support Group 
will meet Tuesday, May 24, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
State Farm Insurance at 12941 Gulf Freeway, 
Suite 101. Patients and caregivers are invited 
to attend. Meetings are free.

SB Dolphins set sign-ups
 The Southbelt Dolphins football youth 
group will accept registration for cheer/drill/
mascot members (age 4-13 as of Aug. 1, 2016) 
on May 26 at Armadillo Lanes from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. For information, direct email to Tiffany 
Scimmons at SBDDrill@yahoo.com.

Dobie choir holds pop show
 The Dobie Choir will present It’s Summer-
time! on Thursday, May 19, and Friday, May 
20, in the school auditorium at 7 p.m. Dobie 
students can get in for $5 with a valid ID. All 
other tickets are $10. Tickets are available at 
the door.

BellaVita holds garage sale
 The BellaVita subdivision will hold a com-
munity garage sale on Saturday, May 21, from 
1 to 5 p.m. Each residence will be in charge of 
their own sale.

Dobie orchestra to perform
 The Dobie Orchestra will hold its annual 
spring concert Tuesday, May 24, in the school 
auditorium at 7 p.m. The event will also in-
clude a seniors recognition, featuring a slide 
show. Select scholarships are also to be award-
ed at the function.

 On Friday, May 13, the Texas Supreme Court 
upheld the constitutionality of the state’s school 
fi nance system, overruling a challenge brought 
by more than 600 Texas school districts and end-
ing the longest legal battle over school fi nance in 
state history.
 The group of 88 school districts, known col-
lectively as the Calhoun County ISD Plaintiffs in 
the lawsuit, were represented by Mark Trachten-
berg and John Turner, partners with Haynes and 
Boone, who expressed disappointment at the 
court’s ruling.
 “This decision represents a dark day for Texas 
school children, especially given the Legisla-
ture’s repeated failure to adequately fund our 
schools,” Trachtenberg said. “Given the impor-
tance of education in the 21st Century economy, 
Texas simply cannot afford to be bringing up the 
rear among the states in fi nancial support of pub-
lic education. We believe the trial court’s con-
clusion was correct. Schools do not have the re-

sources – or the local control over their tax rates 
– to meet the standards set forth in the Texas 
Constitution. Unfortunately, the Supreme Court 
justices did not agree. At this point, our districts 
can only hope that the Legislature will reverse 
course on its own and make the changes needed 
to improve our system.”
 The lawsuit began in 2011, after the Legisla-
ture cut $5.4 billion in public education funding 
from the state budget, and at the same time that 
the state’s more rigorous student performance 
standards were being implemented.
 In its 100-page order, the Supreme Court re-
versed a trial court’s 2014 ruling that the school 
fi nance system violated several provisions of the 
Texas Constitution.
 Prior to the ruling, the Supreme Court, in law-
suits dating back fi ve decades, had consistently 
ruled in favor of public schools in their ongoing 
challenges to achieve funding that is in compli-
ance with provisions of the state constitution.

Court upholds school finance system

Schools address transgender issue
 By James Bolen
 Local schools are being forced to address the 
controversial transgender bathroom issue after 
the Obama administration recently threatened to 
withhold federal funding from districts that do 
not comply with federal laws that prohibit dis-
crimination on the basis of sexual orientation.
 The most controversial provisions of Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the 
federal law in question, is the requirement that 
schools allow students to use bathrooms and 
locker rooms that correspond to their gender 
identity.
 While some organizations such as the Nation-
al PTA and the National Education Association, 
the nation’s largest teachers union, have been 
supportive of the measure, others have sharply 
condemned it. 
 Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick has been a vocal 
opponent of the issue, saying the state will not 
comply with the demand.
 “I believe it is the biggest issue facing families 
and schools in America since prayer has been 
taken out of school,” Patrick said. “He (Obama) 
has set a policy in place that will divide the coun-
try, not along political lines, but along family 
values and school districts.”
 While local taxes provide the majority of pub-
lic education funding, federal dollars are used to 
help poor and disabled students, as well as those 
who are learning English as a second language – 
something Patrick is apparently willing to forgo, 
despite ongoing education funding issues in the 
state. See related story on this page. 
 “He (Obama) says he’s going to withhold 
funding if schools do not follow the policy,” 
Patrick said. “Well in Texas, he can keep his 30 
pieces of silver. We will not yield to blackmail 
from the president of the United States.”
 At the local level, school administrators told 
the Leader that while they have received nu-
merous calls from concerned parents, the issue 
hasn’t really been that much of a problem.
 “We’ve had very limited experience with the 
issue,” said Pasadena Independent School Dis-
trict Superintendent DeeAnn Powell. “In the last 
11 years that I’ve been at the central offi ce, we’ve 
only had four students whose parents have con-
tacted us about this issue, and we have worked 
with each family individually.”
 According to Powell, three of the incidents 

involved high school students, while the fourth 
was an intermediate school student 
 Both PISD and the Clear Creek Independent 
School District have released statements saying 
they will address the issue on a case-by-case ba-
sis, should it occur.
 “Pasadena ISD prohibits discrimination 
against a student on the basis of race, color, reli-
gion, gender, national origin, disability, actual or 
perceived sexual orientation or gender identity, 
or on any other basis prohibited by law, that ad-
versely affects the student. It has been the dis-
trict’s practice to work with students and fami-
lies on an individual, case-by-case basis to ac-
commodate individual student needs while still 
serving the best interest of all PISD students. 
The district appreciates the feedback from our 
community regarding the president of the United 
States’ recent announcement and the joint “Dear 
Colleague Letter” issued by the United States 
Department of Education and Department of 
Justice. After reviewing both the president’s an-
nouncement and the “Dear Colleague Letter,” 
PISD does not foresee any changes to its current 
policy or practices. As always, student safety is 
of the utmost concern to PISD, and we will con-
tinue to work with students, parents and the com-
munity to keep our children safe while they are 
at school,” the PISD statement reads.
 CCISD administrators have a similar take.
 “The Clear Creek Independent School District 
is committed to providing each student a safe 
and nurturing learning environment free from 
discrimination and harassment. The school dis-
trict staff is trained on how to deal with the vary-
ing, complex and sensitive issues that may arise 
under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972, which is a federal law prohibiting discrim-
ination on the basis of sex in federally funded 
education programs. In Texas, the scope of a 
transgender student’s right to use sex-specifi c 
restrooms, locker rooms and overnight facilities 
is not legally settled. Therefore each situation is 
handled on a case-by-case basis with a shared 
understanding that a transgender student’s right 
to not be discriminated against equals a non-
transgender student’s right to privacy. We have 
been successful in balancing the rights of all stu-
dents without issue and offer restrooms, showers 
and changing areas for students seeking privacy, 
regardless of their gender or gender identity.”

 The 2016 primary runoff elections are set to 
take place Tuesday, May 24.
 Of particular importance to South Belt voters 
is the race for Harris County Precinct 2 consta-
ble.
 In that contest, incumbent Chris Diaz and 
challenger George Goffney Jr. are competing for 
the Democrat nomination.
 In the March 1 primary, Diaz received 45 per-

cent of the vote to Goffney’s 21 percent.
 The winner of the runoff will go up against 
Republican Daniel Vela in the November general 
election. In the March primary, Vela narrowly 
avoided a runoff, defeating Joe Alanis 51 percent 
to 49 percent. (See related questionnaire on Page 
3A)
 Also to be decided is the Democrat nomi-
nation for Harris County sheriff. In the March 

primary, Ed Gonzales received 44 percent of the 
vote to Jerome Moore’s 30 percent.
 The winner of the runoff will go up against 
Republican incumbent Ron Hickman in the No-
vember general election.
 Both parties will vote to determine the nomi-
nee for railroad commissioner.
 In the Democratic election, Grady Yarbrough 
will face Cody Garrett for the nomination, while 
Gary Gates will go up against Wayne Christian 
in the Republican contest.
 The Republican Party will also elect a Har-
ris County party chairman. Vying for the posi-
tion are incumbent Paul Simpson and challenger 
Rick Ramos.
 Early voting is currently underway and will 
continue through Friday, May 20. Local early 
voting locations include the Harris County 
Courthouse Annex No. 25 at 7330 Spencer 
Highway in Pasadena and the Freeman Branch 
Library at 16616 Diana Lane in the Clear Lake 
area. Polling hours are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
 Voters should be aware that early voting lo-
cations are different from Election Day polling 
locations. (See related chart on this page.)
 Voters should also be aware that the vast ma-
jority of local precincts have changed polling 
locations since the March 1 primaries, and all 
Republican polling locations had yet to be con-
fi rmed by the Harris County Clerk’s Offi ce at 
press time Wednesday?
 Voting hours on Election Day are also 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.
 For more information or to see a complete list 
of polling locations, visit www.harrisvotes.org.

Primary runoff elections set for May 24

Lightning
strikes

tree
Sageglen resident Donald 
Graham was startled on Fri-
day, May 13, by the crack 
of nearby thunder. Upon 
investigating his home, lo-
cated in the 10200 block of 
Sagedale, for damage, he no-
ticed that an oak tree in his 
front yard appeared to have 
been struck by lightning. A 
metal sign at the house also 
suffered burns, presumably 
from the lightning strike. 
While the area was spared 
major fl ooding, some resi-
dents reported dime- and 
quarter-sized hail. Graham 
is the husband of Leader 
staff member Rosa Graham. 
 
           Photo by Rosa Graham

 Where to vote
Primary runoff polling locations

Pct. #  Location
76 D Burnett Elementary, 11825 Teaneck
 R *Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
289 D Pearl Hall Elementary, 1504 9th St. (South Houston)
 R *IBEW Hall No. 66, 4345 Allen Genoa (in Pasadena)
417 D Burnett Elementary, 11825 Teaneck
 R *Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
418 D Burnett Elementary, 11825 Teaneck
 R *IBEW Hall No. 66, 4345 Allen Genoa (in Pasadena)
475 D Burnett Elementary, 11825 Teaneck
 R *Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
476 D Stuchbery Elementary, 11210 Hughes
 R *Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
536 D Laura Bush Elementary, 9100 Blackhawk
 R *Palm Center, 5300 Griggs Road
537 D Bella Vita Clubhouse 1548 N. Riviera Circle
 R *Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
545 D Burnett Elementary, 11825 Teaneck
 R *Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
654 D Laura Bush Elementary, 9100 Blackhawk
 R *Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
755 D IBEW Hall No. 66, 4345 Allen Genoa (in Pasadena)
 R *IBEW Hall No. 66, 4345 Allen Genoa (in Pasadena)
762 D Laura Bush Elementary, 9100 Blackhawk
 R *Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
774 D Laura Bush Elementary, 9100 Blackhawk
 R *Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
842 D Burnett Elementary, 11825 Teaneck
 R *Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
996 D Burnett Elementary, 11825 Teaneck
 R *Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale
   *Not confi rmed at press time

Navarro fundraiser set for May 22
 A fundraiser for Brandon Navarro will be 
held Sunday, May 22, at Scotty’s Pub, located at 
10943 Scarsdale at Beamer, from 1 to 5 p.m.
 A Kirkwood South resident, Navarro was di-
agnosed with colon cancer last year and has been 
undergoing chemotherapy and radiation treat-
ments since October. His treatments are expected 
to continue through August.
 He and his wife, Viana Treviño (a 2001 Dobie 
graduate), have a 2-year-old son named Andrew.
 The benefi t will feature barbecue, raffl e priz-
es and an auction. The event will be catered by 
Damn it Boy! Cookers.
 All proceeds will go toward Navarro’s medi-
cal expenses.
 For additional information or to donate raffl e 
prizes or auction items contact Beth Wilson at 
832-274-6188 or ekwilson36@yahoo.com or 
Treviño 281-646-9844.

Caudle seeks socks for 90th birthday
 Longtime South Belt resident Lynn Maxwell 
Caudle will turn 90 years old on Tuesday, June 7, 
and is selfl essly asking for assistance in helping 
the less fortunate.
 In lieu of birthday cards, presents, cakes, gifts 
and parties, Caudle is requesting that friends, 
family and community members donate socks to 
the Bluebonnet Youth Ranch in Yoakum.
 The Bluebonnet Youth Ranch is a nonprofi t 
organization that serves as a longterm, residen-
tial home for dependent, abused and neglected 
children. The ranch cares for up to 50 children at 
a time and is currently having a problem provid-

ing enough socks for the youths to wear.
 “My thought is that for the price of a birthday 
card and one stamp, you can mail me a pair of 
socks,” Caudle said. “I will get them to Yoakum. 
It will be my gift from all of you. It is a good 
place and a very worthy cause.”
 The socks can be any size and any color and 
for either boys or girls.
 “This has been a very fun, happy thing to do 
for my 90th,” Caudle said. “Bless you, and thank 
you.”
 Socks may be mailed to Caudle at 11657 Sabo 
Road, Houston, TX 77089.

At a recent Pasadena Independent School District Board of Directors meeting, Angela Stall-
ings (second from left) and Steve Fullen (second from right) – both former Dobie assistant 
principals and current sitting principals in PISD – were named associate superintendents of 
Campus Development. They are pictured with their mentor, former Dobie Principal Steve 
Jamail (right), and current Dobie Principal Franklin Moses.                          Photo submitted

PISD’s Stallings, Fullen promoted 
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Elected offi cials speak out

Semler: speak out
for Christian values
 I fi rst sent this letter to the Chief Justice of 
the US Supreme Court, online, in November 
2014. I sent it through the US postal system, 
certifi ed, a few times after that. Still I have 
not received any reply or acknowledgment 
from the Court:
 Over the years, using the Establishment 
Clause in the Constitution, we have removed 
prayer from schools, athletic events, restrict-
ed prayer in the military; to name a few. We 
even have a protest to not allow the steel 
cross beam, found in the rubble of the World 
Trade Center, to be placed at the site in New 
York City.
 I believe the Constitution was written in 
simple terms; no hidden meanings or in-
tentions. I believe it is the interpretation and 
meaning of the words in the First Amend-
ment which have allowed such actions to 
come to pass. The First Amendment states: 
 Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; of the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.
 Merriam-Webster defi nes Established 
Church as a church recognized by law as 
the offi cial church of a nation or state and 
supported by civil authority.  It is to make a 
religion a national or state institution. Sep-
aration of Church and State prevents the 
government from attempting to establish an 
offi cial church for America.
 When the people assemble to pray or 
place religious objects in public view they 
are not attempting to establish religion. They 
are acknowledging their religious beliefs. 
This activity can take various forms, from 
worship services to asking God for special 
intentions. Public displays are also a form of 
acknowledgment of religious beliefs. No one 
is forced to participate or view any of this 
activity. Such public activity is not a violation 
of the Constitution. No attempt to “establish 
religion” is being made.
 America was founded based on Christian 
values. Approximately 85% of the US popu-
lation professes to be Christian. With the fast 
majority of Americans being Christian how 
have we allowed the minority of non-believ-
ers to use the words of the First Amendment 
to cause our courts to render opinions which 
have removed God from just about every 
public venue and even restricted prayer is 
some areas.
 If you fi nd my analysis to be incorrect or 
incomplete I respectively request a reply 
detailing where my logic has failed. On the 
other hand, if my analysis is correct then I 

respectively request the U.S. Supreme Court 
to publicly render its opinion on this issue 
and allow this Country to freely express the 
Christian values upon which it was founded 
and has been sustained for over 230 years. 
God Bless America!
 Sincerely, Robert J. Semler
 I sent this letter through the US postal 
system, certifi ed, a few times after that. Still I 
have not received any reply or acknowledg-
ment from the Court. I have heard that they 
expect Freedom of Religion to be their next 
major issue. In making their decisions they 
need to set politics aside and analyze and 
interpret the First Amendment as it was in-
tended when drafted by our founding fathers. 
We need action now! They need to hear 
from those they serve; directly as I have or 
through your representatives in congress. 
We as Christians have been silent too long. 
Don’t be afraid to speak out.
  Robert Semler

No Latino Metro 
board member?
 Sylvester Turner recently announced 
his appointments to the Metro board. In-
credibly, for the fi rst time since 1978 there 
is no Latino serving on the Metro board. 
Anytime a group that now comprises over 
40% of our community is not represented it 
is a matter for concern. But it is particularly 
troubling in the case of Metro because so 
many of Metro’s customers are Latino.
 There is a long history of distinguished 
service by Latinos on Metro’s board. Of 
course, most recently Gilbert Garcia nav-
igated Metro through a very diffi cult time 
over the last eight years, including a criti-
cal refocusing on Metro’s bus service which 
had languished under the previous admin-
istration. Others like Rafael Acosta, Olga 
Moya, Janie Reyes and Yolando Narvarro 
Black served with distinction.
 I was glad to see the appointment of Lex 
Frieden to the board. Frieden is a disability 
advocate. Metro’s role in providing trans-
portation to our disabled community is fre-
quently overlooked but is a critical service 
for our community. Providing transit to the 
disabled is a daunting challenge. Metro re-
cord is a mixed bag in this area. Having a 
strong advocate on the board for disabled 
commuters will be a valuable new voice.
 But the omission of a Latino board mem-
ber is a grievous oversight. Metro can nev-
er be successful unless it can successfully 
market itself to our fastest growing demo-
graphic. There are obviously many qualifi ed 
Latinos that could and would serve on the 
board. Either the City or the County needs 
to use the next available appointment to in-
sure this situation is corrected. Bill King

 In My Opinion

Publisher’s Opinion
Leader supports Diaz; urges you vote
 As many may remember, when Consta-
ble Chris Diaz fi rst ran for that offi ce, the 
South Belt-Ellington Leader supported his 
local opponent.
 When Chris won the election he and I 
talked. He promised to take good care of 
the South Belt community. 
 I pledged that if he did, I would support 
him. 
 He and his people have done a great 
job. Is everything perfect, and all crimi-
nals gone? No, but that will never be the 
case. 
 Those community leaders who work 
with the constable’s offi ce will share that 

Chris and his group are doing a great 
job.
 This is a very low profi le runoff elec-
tion, and not many will vote. I personally 
urge all who  care about the safety of the 
South Belt community to vote Tuesday, 
May 24.
 Our county offi cials have not made it 
very easy to early vote, but you can vote 
in the community on Tuesday.  (See front 
page of this paper for your early voting 
location.)
  Thanks to all who take time to vote 
on this important race.

Publisher, Marie Flickinger

Local library events set
Parker Williams Library

 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale. 
 Thursday, May 19, from 3 to 5 p.m. – Community Craft Time. Celebrate Asian Pacifi c 
Heritage Month as the group will paint cherry blossoms and create Japanese paper dolls. 
Recommended for adults and children 7+ years.
 Friday, May 20, at 2 p.m. – Movie Time for Adults. Feature presentation of 12 Angry 
Men, starring Henry Fonda, 1957.
 Friday, May 20, at 4:30 p.m. – Teen Summer Volunteer Orientation. Must be at least 
12 years of age.
 Wednesday, May 25, at 4 p.m. – Movie Madness will present Metropolis, rated PG-13.
 Wednesdays – Preschool Story Time, 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.; Thursdays – Toddler 
Story Time, 10:30 a.m.; Saturdays – Vietnamese Storytime. Classes are at 10 a.m., 11:15 
a.m. and 2:30 p.m. For more information on Vietnamese programs, speak with Loc Bui. 
 For more information on these programs, call the library at 281-484-2036.

Bracewell Branch Library
 The following events are scheduled for May at the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 
Kingspoint.
 Thursday, May 26: Not Your Mama’s Book Club – Join the group for a discussion on 
A Novel of Suspense by William G. Tapply. 
 Saturday, May 28: Spanish Computer Class (Computadora Básica) – from 10:30 a.m. 
to noon; Manga/Anime Club – from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. Manga/anime fangirls and their 
friends will be able to create Japanese crafts, discuss a favorite manga series, share art-
work and information about upcoming anime events, and view a sampling of anime 
series and movies. For ages 10-14.
 Tuesdays – Pre-K Storytime (ages 3-5 years and their parents/caregivers) from 10:30 
to 11 a.m.; Storytime Craft from 11 to 11:30 a.m.
 Wednesdays – Baby/Toddler Storytime (ages 6-36 months and their parents/caregiv-
ers) from 10:30  to 11 a.m.; Baby/Toddler Playgroup (ages 6 months to 3 years and their 
parents/caregivers) from 11 to 11:30 a.m.; Computer Basics at 2 p.m.; Internet Basics at 
3:15 p.m.; and Power Point at 4:30 p.m.
 Bracewell hours are Sunday and Monday - Closed; Tuesday and Wednesday - 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., Thursday - noon to 8 p.m., Friday - 1 to 5 p.m., and Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 For more information on these programs, call the library at 832-393-2580.

Deaths

Manuela 
“Nellie” Nelson

 Manuela “Nellie” Nelson, 
80, died on Wednesday, May 
11, 2016. 
 She was born on March 
12, 1936, in Pecos, Texas. 
She was raised in nearby 
Barstow, Texas, moved to 
Houston in the 1960s, and fi -
nally to the South Belt area in 
1972. Once she settled here, 
she never wanted to leave. 
It was diffi cult to make her 
leave the neighborhood even 
for a day except when she 
was working in her shop at 
Cole’s Flea Market, which 
she had for more than 35 
years. 
 She often dropped off 
treats to friends, from the me-
chanics at Texaco to the pro-
duce manager at Food Town, 
and all stops in between.
 Nelson made nearly every 
South Belt garage sale for 
the past 40 years where she 
found many treasures and 
some of her dearest friends.
 Nelson was preceded in 
death by her husband of 43 
years, Charles Ray Nelson, 
and her parents Maximino 
and Nila Palomino.
 She is survived by her 
only daughter, Charlene, and 
husband Steve Provence; 
grandchildren Valerie Belle 
and Travis Ray from South 
Belt; her brother, David Pal-
omino, from West Texas; 
and many other relatives and 
friends.

Russell G. 
West Jr.

 Russell G. West Jr., 88, 
of Houston, longtime South 
Belt resident, died Thursday, 
May 12, 2016. He was born 
in Keyser, W.Va., on May 3, 
1928, to the Rev. Russell G. 
West Sr. and Mildred Con-
ner West. He was married to 
Barbara Carruth West for 67 
years.
 West graduated from 
McPherson College in 1950 
with a bachelor of science 
degree. He had a career in 
material management with 
Celanese, Brown & Root, 
Fluor Corporation and Ja-
cobs Engineering. His pas-
sion was playing golf, and he 
kept scorecards from all of 
his rounds at many courses 
including Pebble Beach. He 
owned and operated Russ’s 
Golf Range on the corner of 
Highway 3 and Dixie Farm 
Road for fi ve years with his 
wife.
 West was preceded in 
death by his parents; his sib-
lings, Waltine Zimmerman 
and Virginia Lee Doane; 
and daughter-in-law Rebecca 
West.
 He is survived by his wife; 
children Gina Lozano and 
husband Baldemar, Miles 
West, Todd West, and Julie 
Valenti and husband Steve; 

Mary Anna 
Garcia

 Mary Anna Sanchez Gar-
cia, 76, died on Sunday, May 
15, 2016. She was born to 
Luis and Irene Sanchez on 
Sept. 16, 1939, in Houston. 
One of seven children, she 
grew up in South Houston 
and graduated from Milby 
High School in 1958. 
 Garcia met her husband, 
Alexander, while she was a 
nursing student at Medical 
Arts Hospital. The two were 
married on Nov. 27, 1960. 
They had three sons, Alex-
ander Jr., Alexander III and 
Michael Joseph.
 Garcia was known to 
love a challenge. She started 
her career at AT&T/South-
western Bell as a telephone 
operator. During her tenure 
at AT&T/SWB, she broke 
through many glass ceilings 
including becoming one of 
the fi rst female communica-
tion technicians, along with 
her sister, Gloria. 
 Garcia retired from 
AT&T/SWB in 2001 after 
38 years of service. She was 
an active parishioner of St. 
Luke the Evangelist Catholic 
Church serving as an offi cer 
in Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas and as a member 
of Asociación Guadalupanas. 
She was a South Belt area 
resident since 1977. She was 
an incredibly loving and sup-
portive wife and mother and 
a doting grandmother and 
great-grandmother.
 Garcia is preceded in 
death by her husband, Alex-
ander Y. Garcia Sr.; son Al-
exander Garcia Jr.; parents 
Luis and Irene Sanchez; and 
brothers Louis and Frank 
Sanchez.
 She is survived by sons 
Alexander Garcia III (Malin-
da) and Michael Joseph Gar-
cia (Elizabeth); grandchil-
dren Michael Escagne (Cné), 
Chase Johnson, Brianna Vega 
(Juan), Chad Johnson, Ryan 
Garcia, and Taylor Davis; 

Frazier Elemen-
tary’s Name that 
Book team partic-
ipated in the Pasa-
dena Independent 
School District 
competition on 
April 16 at Phillips 
Gym. Team mem-
bers pictured in the 
photo are, left to 
right, (front row) 
Ezekiel Arriaga, 
Hallie Vu, Mad-
ison Valladares, 
(back row) Chris-
tine Roberts (team 
coach), Titus Gi-
ang, Ariana Perez, 
Shalini Johnson, 
Jazzlyn Moya and 
Cathy Silas (team 
coach).

Photo submitted

Frazier participates in Name that Book competition

Meador Elementary teachers felt very appreciated recently as Principal 
Beverly Bolton (left) and Assistant Principal Amy Clowers (not shown) de-
livered bundt cakes to everyone in person. This was only one of the special 
things the administrators at Meador did to brighten the teachers’ week. 
Pictured with Bolton is second-grade teacher Chantay Hill. Photo submitted

Principals appreciate teachers

 On Monday, May 9, my offi ce hosted 
a successful 2nd Chance Job Fair at the 
George R. Brown Convention Center. Over 
5,200 individuals from the Greater Houston 
Area came out in search of career oppor-
tunities with the goal of obtaining fi nancial 
stability and improving their quality of life. 
Again, I believe everyone deserves a sec-
ond chance. Each attendee had the oppor-
tunity to speak with over 70+ companies 
that are committed to hiring without dis-
crimination for mistakes made in the past.
 Thank you to the 100+ dedicated volun-
teers who helped with voter registration, 
criminal record expunction, and resource 
referrals, such as resume assistance. 
 I would also like to thank everyone 
who made the event a resounding suc-
cess and I look forward to gathering pos-
itive feedback from the employers and 
how many positions they were able to fi ll, 
such as Walmart who had over 700 inter-
views alone. 
 For those of you who were unable to 

attend the job fair, please visit second 
chancejobfair.com for a list of the partic-
ipating employers who attended the job 
fair and are currently hiring.
 Also, I will be hiring a summer intern, in 
connection with my 2nd Chance Job Train-
ing Program, to work in my Council Offi ce 
from June to August. The selected individ-
ual must be between the ages of 16 - 21 
and reside within the Houston city limits. 
 This internship will be a wonderful 
opportunity to gain exposure to the op-
erations of city government and learn the 
process for advocating on behalf of con-
stituents. 
 The deadline to apply is Wednesday, 
May 18th, so please encourage those 
you know - your children, grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews - to send their re-
sume to Districtd@houstontx.gov to be 
considered. I look forward to giving a de-
serving youth a second chance and pro-
viding a positive summer experience that 
will benefi t them for years to come. 

Councilman Dwight Boykins on job fair

 Texans whose vehicles 
were damaged or destroyed 
by this April’s fl ooding may 
be eligible to receive federal 
assistance to repair or replace 
the vehicle.
 “Those who may be eligi-
ble include not just residents 
of the designated counties, but 
also those who were working 
in or visiting those areas be-
tween April 17 and April 24 
and had disaster-related dam-
age to their vehicle,” said Fed-
eral Coordinating Offi cer Kev-
in Hannes, who is in charge of 
FEMA’s operations in Texas.
 The eight counties included 
in the federal disaster decla-
ration are: Austin, Colorado, 
Fayette, Grimes, Harris, Park-
er, Waller and Wharton.
 The following conditions 
apply to assistance for a dam-
aged or destroyed vehicle:
 • The damaged vehicle 
must have complied with ap-
plicable state laws regarding 
title, vehicle registration and 
insurance requirements at the 
time of the damage.
 • Only those who main-
tain at least liability insurance 
will be considered to receive 
federal disaster assistance to 
repair or replace their vehicles. 
Liability coverage is the min-
imum insurance requirement 
for Texas drivers. Liability in-
surance policies do not cover 
storm-related damage. Survi-
vors who register must submit 
proof to FEMA that they main-
tain liability coverage to be 
considered for federal disaster 
assistance to repair or replace 
their cars.
 • Survivors who have a 
comprehensive policy should 
fi rst fi le a claim with their 
insurance company. Compre-
hensive policies usually pay 
for storm-related damage to a 
car. However, federal disaster 
assistance may help fi ll the 
gaps for those whose compre-
hensive insurance coverage 
does not pay for any or all 
storm-related damage costs.
 • Survivors need to re-
turn a completed U.S. Small 
Business Administration di-
saster-loan application. After 
registering with FEMA, the 
SBA may contact survivors 
concerning disaster loan appli-
cations. It’s important for sur-
vivors to submit their applica-
tion. Homeowners and renters 
may be eligible to borrow up 
to $40,000 to repair or replace 
personal property, including 

automobiles damaged or de-
stroyed in the disaster.
 • FEMA grants to repair 
or replace a vehicle must clear 
the SBA disaster loan process. 
Survivors may receive a grant 
from FEMA to repair or re-
place their car if insurance is 
insuffi cient and they were de-
clined for an SBA home loan. 
Grants do not need to be re-
paid.
 • Keep documents. Federal 
disaster assistance is available 
to survivors only if their cars 
had damage during the severe 
storms and fl ooding April 17 
to April 24. Survivors must 
submit an itemized document 
showing damage to the cars 
was storm-related and a re-
ceipt, estimate or verifi able bill 
of the repair or replacement 
costs. FEMA offi cials advise 
anyone whose vehicle was 
damaged during the storms 
and fl ooding to register for 
assistance. Texans can register 
online at DisasterAssistance.
gov or by phone at 800-621-
3362 (FEMA) or TTY 800-
462-7585. Applicants who use 
711 or Video Relay Service 
may call 800-621-3362. Multi-

lingual operators are available. 
The toll-free numbers are open 
from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., seven 
days a week.
 For more information 
about the SBA loan process, 

Aid available to repair or replace vehicles damaged by April floods
survivors may contact SBA 
Disaster Assistance Customer 
Service Center by calling 800-
659-2955, emailing disaster
customerservice@sba.gov, or 
visiting the SBA website at 

disasterloan.sba.gov/ela. Deaf 
and hard-of-hearing individu-
als may call 800-877-8339.
 For more information on 
Texas recovery, visit the di-
saster webpage for the April 

storms at fema.gov/disas
ter/4269; or visit the Texas 
Division of Emergency Man-
agement website at txdps.state.
tx.us/dem. Follow on Twitter 
@femaregion6.

South campus student and Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) Alpha Gamma Zeta 
chapter president, Tabitha Tufts (right), received the 2016 Student Leader 
of the Year award for her efforts in organizing various PTK events at San 
Jacinto College and with local community organizations. Also pictured is 
Daniel Byars, San Jacinto College South campus Offi ce of Student En-
gagement and Activities coordinator. Photo by Andrea Vasquez

San Jac student honored

great-grandchildren Mitchel, 
Mason and Molly Escagne; 
and siblings Gloria Casey, 
Phillip Sanchez, Clara Rodri-
guez and Joe Sanchez.
 A Mass will be celebrated 
on Thursday, May 19, 2016, 
at 11 a.m. at St. Luke the 
Evangelist Catholic Church, 
11011 Hall Road, followed 
by the funeral procession to 
Forest Park Lawndale Ceme-
tery, 6900 Lawndale Street in 
Houston, for interment.
 Immediately following the 
burial, there will be a celebra-
tion of life at the St. Luke the 
Evangelist Catholic Church 
social hall.

his daughter of the heart, Tara 
Dittmann and husband Bill; 
brother Don West; grand-
children Clint Lozano, Tony 
Lozano, Angie Lozano Horne 
and husband Ian, Rachel Val-
enti, Gina Valenti, Dwight 
West and wife Becca; and 
great-grandchildren Major 
and Marshall Horne.
 The funeral will be held 
on Thursday, May 19, 2016, 
at 12:30 p.m., at Forest Park 
East, 21620 Gulf Freeway in 
Webster.

 Harris County property 
owners who believe there is 
an error in the market value 
set by the appraisal district 
have until Tuesday, May 31, 
to protest the value of their 
property.
  A green protest form was 
included in the property val-
ue notice the Harris County 
Appraisal District (HCAD) 
sent to each property owner 
in April, however, a Notice of 
Protest form may be down-
loaded from the district’s web 
site at www.hcad.org. There 
are two ways to fi nd the form 
on HCAD’s homepage. It can 
be found from the top tool bar 
under Forms > General In-
formation, or it can be found 
from the light blue column on 
the left in the “Most Request-
ed Forms” box. The Notice of 

Protest form number is 41-44. 
Instructions for fi ling are lo-
cated in the upper left corner 
of the Notice of Protest form. 
 Protests may be fi led on-
line, brought to HCAD’s of-
fi ce at 13013 Northwest Free-
way, or mailed to P.O. Box 
922004, Houston, TX 77292-
2004, but must be postmarked 
by May 31.
 Chief Appraiser Sands 
Stiefer encouraged property 
owners to use HCAD’s online 
iFile system to submit their 
protest. The chief appraiser 
noted that unique iFile num-
bers are printed on the face of 
the 2016 value notices near 
the property account number. 
Without this number, the iF-
ile system cannot be used for 
fi ling a protest for security 
reasons.

 Homeowners who fi le their 
protest through the Internet 
using iFile may also have 
an opportunity to settle their 
value online with HCAD’s 
iSettle system. If a settlement 
through the online system 
isn’t possible, the homeowner 
will be scheduled for a hear-
ing with the Appraisal Review 
Board.
 A video explaining how to 
fi le an online protest and use 
the residential iSettle system 
is available on the district’s 
website at www.hcad.org. 
Questions concerning iSettle 
may be directed to isettle@
hcad.org.
 “Texas law requires that 
property be appraised at its 
January 1 market value,” 
Stiefer said. “The purpose of 
the appraisal is to allocate the 

Harris Co. property protest deadline May 31
tax burden fairly among all 
owners of taxable property. 
The actual amount of tax due 
is determined by the tax rate 
set in the fall by the governing 
body of each jurisdiction such 
as county, city, school district 
or MUD. The appraisal dis-
trict has no involvement in the 
rate setting process.”
 Business personal proper-
ty and some real property ac-
counts will have later protest 
deadlines. If a later deadline 
applies to a particular account, 
the property owner will be 
mailed an offi cial HCAD val-
ue notice on which the later 
protest deadline will be listed.
 For answers to questions 
concerning protesting the 
market value, call the apprais-
al district’s information center 
at 713-957-7800.
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GARNER VISION CENTER
Family Owned & Operated

“We Specialize in Old-fashioned Service”

     

      
 

  

Dr. B.J. Garner
Therapeutic Optometrist

Optometric Glaucoma Specialist

Laura Garner, 
Registered Optician

Melinda McClure, 
Optometry Tech

• Laser Surgery   
 Consultations

• Treatment of
    Eye Diseases

– Serving the South Belt Area for 38 Years –
11408 Hughes Rd.     281-484-2020

• Contact Lenses 

• Eyewear

Mail carrier visits Pre-K at Stuchbery
Anita Pomykal recently visited Stuchbery Elementary to discuss her duties as a mail carrier and to talk 
about how she is a community helper. Pre-K students at Stuchbery were very excited to meet Pomykal.

Linda Reyes’ Pre-Kindergarten bilingual morning class
Pictured are, left to right, (front row) Linda Reyes, Erick Montejano, Anthony Rubio, Melanie Marin, 
Josue Rico, Emiliano Diaz, Alexa Tzintzun, (second row) Victoria Avina, Arielle Martinez, Joel Arteta, 
Julius Segura, Cesar Tarin, Jennifer Aguilar, Fernando Balanta, Anita Pomykal and (back row) bilin-
gual aide Silvia Ramirez.

Charyl Lyons’ Pre-Kindergarten morning class
Pictured are, left to right (front row) Ziria Venters, Adriana Guerrero, Myla Petram, William Williams, 
Carissa Mendez, Joshua Byron, Surya Washington, and Chase Flower, (second row) Amaria Nicho-
las, Jaszmyn Ortega, Logan Dominguez, Gregory McNeil, Jose Turrubiartes, Azaliyah Treviño, Steven 
Bearss, Ayden Sullivan, Sebastian Hernandez, Faith Vazquez and Anita Pomykal.
 Photos by Charyl Lyons

Congratulations to

Stephanie Love
J. Frank Dobie 
Class of 2016

Remember to keep God in your heart 
and he will guide you in the right 

direction. God Bless you.

We are so proud of all 

your accomplishments.

We Love you – Dad and Mom

PHOTO

HERE

Class of 2016Class of 2016
SAMPLE
SAMPLE

Honor Your 2016 Graduate 
in the June 2 issue!

Example:  This size ad is $66
plus $8 to include a picture

Deadline – May 26
Call the Leader at 281-481-5656

Many other sizes and styles to choose from

>

NAME: Christopher E. Diaz
AGE: 42
OCCUPATION: Constable, 
Harris County Precinct 2
EDUCATION: Associate 
Degree. San Jacinto College, 
attended University of Hous-
ton studying Business Admin-
istration
MARITAL STATUS/
CHILDREN: Married to Ana 
Diaz, 2 children – Christopher 
& Nicholas
PARTY AFFILIATION: 
Democrat
 Do you reside in Precinct 
2? If so, what subdivision 
and for how long? (50 words 
or less)
 Yes, my family and I re-
side in Jacinto City and have 
been lifelong residents. I am a 
product of Galena Park High 
School, San Jacinto College 
and University of Houston 
Clear Lake.
 Do you have any law en-
forcement experience? If 
so, for which department(s) 
and for how long? (100 
words or less)
 Yes, I am currently serving 
my fi rst term as Constable of 
Precinct 2 and have been in 
this position since January 
2013, after winning the 2012 
election.
 What makes you best 

Questionnaires for Pct. 2 Constable
 The following question-
naire was sent to both candi-
dates running for the Harris 
County Constable Precinct 2 
position. Their responses ap-
pear as they were received and 
have not been edited for gram-
mar or spelling. The candi-
dates are in the order in which 
they are listed on the ballot.

qualifi ed to serve the con-
stituents of Precinct 2? (100 
words or less)
 I have directed the offi ce 
toward a community ori-
ented department. We have 
developed partnerships with 
business, community and ed-
ucational leaders as well as 
elected offi cials at all levels 
of government. The depart-
ment’s budget has increased 
from est. $6 million to almost 
$8 million in three years. 
Most of the monies received 
have been designated for ad-
ditional deputies, vehicles and 
equipment to ensure that they 
have adequate resources to do 
their job as effi ciently as pos-
sible. My offi ce implemented 
the fi rst ever Citizens Police 
Academy in precinct 2 and we 
have formed joint task forces 
with other law enforcement 
agencies.
 Do you currently have 
any endorsements? If so, 
from whom? (100 words or 
less)
 Yes, I am honored to have 
received endorsements from: 
COPS, MASO, Houston 
Metro FOP, Area 5 Demo-
crats, Houston Apartment 
Association, Insulators Local 
22, AFL-CIO, CWA, Harris 
County Tejano Democrats, 
Congressman Gene Green, 
State Senators Sylvia Garcia 
and John Whitmire, Repre-
sentatives Carol Alvarado, 
Ana Hernandez, Harold 
Dutton, Armando Walle and 
Garnet Coleman, Mayors 
Sylvester Turner, Ana Diaz, 
Esmeralda Moya, Joe Soto, 
Council Member Robert Gal-
legos, Constables Ken Jones, 
Alan Rosen and May Walker, 
HCC Trustees Eva Loredo 
and Dr. Adriana Tamez, San 
Jacinto College Chairman 
Dan Mims, PISD Trustee 
Kenny Fernandez, GPISD 
Trustee Ramon Garza and 
Joe Stephens. Several pend-
ing endorsements.
 What do you see as the 
biggest challenges direct-
ly affecting the South Belt 
community? (100 words or 
less)
 Our challenges in the 
South Belt are due to growth 
in the area. As such, this 
growth puts a strain on our 
infrastructure, our educa-

Chris Diaz

 In observation of nation-
al Hurricane Preparedness 
Week, May 15-21, the Har-
ris County Flood Control 
District offers these tools for 
planning, protecting and re-
porting on stormy weather.
 • The Family Flood Pre-
paredness Guide, http://www.
hcfcd.org/famfloodprepare.
html, includes printable lists 
for a family emergency kit, 
emergency contact list and 
much more, to keep families 
safe in case of a hurricane or 
tropical storm.
 • The Hurricane Tracker 
mobile website, www.thehur 
ricanetracker.org, and desk-
top version, www.hcfcd.org/
hurricanetracker, allows resi-
dents and the news media to 
track a current storm, view 
evacuation routes, and access 
preparedness lists and infor-
mation from the Hurricane 
Guide.
 • With the Flood Warning 
System website and mobile 
website, www.harriscounty 
fws.org, users can monitor 
rainfall and bayou levels near 
their homes, places of work 
and daily commuter routes. 
This website provides data 
from a network of 142 gauges 

that continually measure rain-
fall and water levels in bayous 
and major streams throughout 
Harris County. How long was 
the bayou out of banks? How 
much rain fell over south Har-
ris County in the last hour? 
The Flood Warning System 
can answer those and other 
important questions.
 • The Flood Education 
Mapping Tool, www.harris 
countyfemt.org/ provides 
information about mapped 
fl oodplains in Harris County. 
Residents can type in their 
address and view maps based 
on the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM 
or fl oodplain map) for Harris 
County.
 Flood control district of-
fi cials will participate in the 
2016 Houston/Galveston Hur-
ricane Workshop on Saturday, 
May 21 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the George R. Brown Con-
vention Center. 
 The National Weather 
Service, City of Houston and 
CenterPoint Energy host this 
free event, which includes 
family-friendly interactive 
exhibits, hurricane forecast-
ing and much more.

Flood district offers 
information, planning 
tools for hurricane season

tional system and our quality 
of life. We are fortunate that 
we continue to see expansion 
in housing, such as planned 
communities, retail and busi-
ness. However this growth 
also brings increased traffi c 
we need to have a regional 
plan to address these needs 
so we can continue to prosper 
in our precinct. We must be 
prepared to address the crime 
which often times affects our 
progress and growth.
 What improvements to 
service in the South Belt 
area would you like to 
see? How would that be 
achieved? (100 words or 
less)
 I would like to expand our 
contract services to address 
the growth in population in 
this area. As more neigh-
borhoods are developed we 
would need additional re-
sources and manpower to pro-
vide police services. In order 
to achieve this we would need 
to add additional deputies to 
our staff as demand for ser-
vices increase. I would con-
tinue to work with other law 
enforcement agencies to have 
better response times when 
our citizens call upon us for 
law enforcement.
 What do you see as the 
biggest challenges directly 
affecting the total precinct? 
(100 words or less)
 Our biggest challenge is 
how traffi c affects our ability 
to address the needs of our 
constituency in a timely and 
effi cient manner. The popu-
lation explosion in our region 
is growing faster than we can 
accommodate. To address this 
need I will continue to work 
with our Harris County Com-
missioners and other elected 
offi cials to keep up with the 
growing need for resources in 
our area.
 What goals would you 
like to accomplish if elect-
ed? (100 words or less)
 Continue with the Citizens 
Police Academy, expand our 
reserve deputy division, and 
continue to add and train dep-
uties to our department, secure 
grants to assist our offi cers 
and employees. It is extreme-
ly important that we reach 
out it the entire population to 
confi rm that the agency is and 

will always be a servant of 
this community by providing 
Town Hall Meetings, regular 
speaking engagements in the 
Precinct, and add community 
outreach programs. I believe 
Communication is the key to 
success. I will also continue to 
be a good steward of the tax 
payer’s dollars.
 In what ways would 
you work with community 
members? (100 words or 
less)
 Since taking offi ce in 2013 
I have been able to work 
with many of the community 
members and its leaders in 
various programs. I take pride 
in helping the community in 
any way possible. In the fu-
ture I would like to increase 
community outreach pro-
grams. Not only will my staff 
and I be attending monthly 
community meeting and take 
part in the events, we would 
also like to host several more 
Town Halls and youth events 
to foster Community and Law 
Enforcement relations.
 What is your assessment 
of crime in the South Belt 
area? (100 words or less)
 The two most common 
crimes in the South Belt area 
are home break-ins and car 
burglaries. Car burglaries 
is a county wide problem, 
with thieves targeting an en-
tire neighborhood at a time. 
Taking every precaution will 
help reduce the chance of be-
ing victimized either in your 
home or car. Having a good 
neighborhood watch program 
will help to address some of 
these crimes. 
 What are your sugges-
tions on how to avoid being 
a victim of home burglary, 
and auto burglary?  (150 
words or less)
 We must all be vigilant 
of our surroundings wheth-
er at home, at work or out 
in the community. Always 
leave lights on when away 
from home, do not leave any 
valuables exposed in your 
automobiles. Make sure that 
vehicles are kept locked even 
if you’re at home and parked 
in a driveway. Always report 
suspicious individuals and 
vehicles not usually in your 
neighborhood.

NAME: George Goffney Jr.
AGE: 59
OCCUPATION: Process 
Chemical Operator
EDUCATION: Dickerson 
High School/ College of the 
Mainland
MARITAL STATUS/
CHILDREN: 
Married / 7 children
PARTY AFFILIATION: 
Democrat
 Do you reside in Pre-
cinct 2? If so, what subdivi-
sion and for how long? (50 

words or less)
 Asolutely, I have live in the 
South Belt areas for more than 
more than 15 years. I current-
ly live in Autumn Lakes Sub-
division at 4411 West Maple 
Drive, Friendswood Texas 
77546 for three years.

Do you have any law en-
forcement experience? If so, 
for which department(s) and 
for how long? (100 words or 
less)
 Yes, Galveston county 
Sheriff Department for more 
than 6 years. I have also vol-
unteered to many law-en-
forcement and community 
events.

What makes you best 
qualifi ed to serve the con-
stituents of Precinct 2? (100 
words or less)
 I have a vision for fair and 
equitable distribution and 
utilization of the resources 
that are granted to precinct 
2 constable offi ce. The cur-
rent constable use resources 
that should be protecting our 
South Belt Community to pro-
tect his political strong hole. 
This has been done while the 
crime at South Belt has risen 
while he has been in offi ce.

Do you currently have 
any endorsements? If so, 
from whom? (100 words or 
less)
 Yes I do, in fact All of the 
other constables canidates 
has endorsed me, because 
they feel that I am the best 
canidate for precinct 2.

What do you see as the 
biggest challenges direct-
ly affecting the South Belt 
community? (100 words or 
less)
 Poor patrol (we are paying 
extra for) and a Constable who 
is responsive to our needs.

What improvements to 
service in the South Belt area 
would you like to see? How 
would that be achieved? 
(100 words or less)
 My staff and I will attend 
all Civic Club Association 
meetings to ensure that we 
hear fi rsthand what the com-
munity concerns are. While 
doing so we will provide 
feedback to the citizens to 
make them aware of crime 
trends in our area.

What do you see as the 
biggest challenges directly 
affecting the total precinct? 
(100 words or less)
 Lack of responsiveness 
from the current constable 
and our voices not being 
heard.

What goals would you 
like to accomplish if elect-
ed? (100 words or less)
 A safer community

In what ways would 
you work with community 
members? (100 words or 
less)
 First, I would solicit the 
input of all community lead-
ers to get the feedback we 
need to respond to the needs 
of the community. In addition 
I will have quarterly meeting.
Publisher’s note: There 
was apparently a problem of 
confusion with George Goff-
ney’s questionnaire. A previ-
ous questionnaire, which was 
sent to him before the prima-
ry election included some of 
the same questions. The pri-
mary questionnaire was sent 
to the Leader by Goffney 
instead of the runoff election 
questionnaire. Consequently,     
a couple of the questions an-
swered by Diaz were not in-
cluded by Goffney.

George Goffney

South Belt Graphics & Printing
One stop for all your printing needs

• Business Forms • Business Cards • Custom Letterheads & 
Envelopes • Wedding Invitations • Thank You Notes 

• Menus • Directories and much more!
11555 Beamer           281-484-4337
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full house vote.
30 years ago (1986)

 A state attorney general’s 
opinion allowing school dis-
tricts to hire crossing guards 
posed questions for Pasade-
na Independent School Dis-
trict trustees who said they 
weren’t totally in favor of the 
ruling.
 Steps were taken toward 
generating revenue for both 
a hike and bike trail for the 
South Belt area and a walk-
ing park at the proposed Hall 
Road (later renamed El Fran-
co Lee) Park.
 The South Belt Civic Co-
alition vowed to be more ag-
gressive in seeing that lawns 
of foreclosed and abandoned 
houses were maintained.
 All 106 fourth-graders at 
Weber Elementary were des-
ignated the 3rd Company of 
Texas volunteers of Houston. 
The class sent letters to dig-
nitaries in the United States 
and Mexico for the return 
of a Texas fl ag which fl ew 
over the Alamo when it fell. 
The fl ag was in a museum 
in Mexico City. Although 
the fl ag had not yet been re-
turned, the students contin-
ued their efforts.
 Road improvements to-
taling more than $2 million 
along Blackhawk and Hall 
Road were underway. When 
complete, that section of 
Blackhawk would be a four-
lane esplanaded concrete 
street.

25 years ago (1991)
 Sagemont Church cele-
brated its silver anniversary. 
Pastor John Morgan started 
the church in June 1966 with 
16 people. The church had 
more than 14,000 members 
on its 25th anniversary.
 The South Belt area was 
preparing for Casino Night, 
the annual fundraiser hosted 
by the South Belt-Ellington 
Chamber of Commerce, to 
pay for the July 4th fi reworks 
display.
 A monetary tug-of-war in 
Southbend left some home-
owners without trash pickup. 
The Southbend Homeown-
ers’ Association voted to go 
to direct billing through Best 
Waste Company. Homeown-

40 years ago ( 1976)
 The Scarsdale One Light-
ing Association was orga-
nized for collecting and 
maintaining funds to pay 
Houston Lighting and Power 
for the approximate $2,000 
annual street lighting bill.
 Harris County road funds 
were allocated for long-range 
improvements that would ex-
tend Blackhawk Boulevard 
to Bay Area Boulevard.

35 years ago ( 1981)
 For the fi rst time in its his-
tory, Dobie High School had 
a state track championship. 
Gawain Guy had a 15-yard 
lead to take fi rst place in the 
1,600-meter championship 
with a 4:11.6 time.
 A Texas house bill calling 
for voters in the Clear Creek 
area to create a Clear Creek 
Watershed Drainage District 
passed through a subcom-
mittee and headed  to a com-
mittee vote before going to a 

ers said they paid for trash 
collection through their an-
nual fees.
 State redistricting affect-
ed the South Belt when one 
house seat was eliminated 
and the lines were redrawn. 
Rep. Randy Pennington 
charged Democrats with 
trying to stack the house in 
order to pass a state income 
tax.
 Central Ace Hardware 
was recognized as the South 
Belt area Business of the 
Year at the annual South-
east Economic Development 
Council dinner.

20 years ago (1996)
 South Belt area’s mira-
cle boy, Justin Coronado, 
a seventh-grade Thompson 
Intermediate student who 
suffered a serious bicycle 
accident from which he was 
not expected to recover, ap-
peared on the Children’s 
Miracle Network on KHOU-
TV Channel 11.
 Dobie Business Profes-
sionals of America students 
went to national competition 
in Phoenix. Jeff Durough 
placed fi rst in the nation in 
extemporaneous verbal com-
munications. Arthur Ward 
was third place in computer 
assistant.

15 years ago (2001)
 Lindsay Simpson, 10, a 
Frazier Elementary student, 
was the center of attention 
at a benefi t carnival held to 
help pay for a heart trans-
plant.

 After reviewing bid 
proposals from three oth-
er fi rms, the PISD board 
of trustees approved J.T. 
Vaughn Construction Com-
pany as the contractor for the 
new Dobie High School. The 
bid was for $45.998 million.
 South Houston High 
School dedicated its new wing 
in memory of Elaine Reinarts, 
a former assistant principal of 
the school. Reinarts, a Dobie 
graduate, died in a traffi c ac-
cident in May 1997.

10 years ago (2006)
 A South Belt resident, 
Heidi Ruiz, a Houston Police 
Department juvenile investi-
gator, was chosen to receive 
the 2005 Law Enforcement 
Achievement Award.
 U.S. Rep. Tom DeLay in-
formed Speaker of the House 
Dennis Hastert, that as of 
June 9, he would formally re-
sign as representative of the 
22nd Congressional District. 
 The Harris County Jus-
tices of the Peace introduced 
a new website service that 
enabled citizens cited for 
moving traffi c violations 
to apply for a driver safety 
course and to pay associated 
court costs online at www.
jp.hctx.net.

5 years ago (2011)
 The 15th annual South 
Belt Spectacular Cook-off 
was a huge success, raising 
more than $20,000 for the 
annual Fourth of July fi re-
works show. This marked the 
fi rst year that the Southeast 

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, COURTNEY
 Courtney Durham enjoys a birthday 
Friday, May 20. Best wishes are sent from hus-
band Chris and daughter Abigail Durham; 
parents Fred and Leslie Flickinger; sister 
Kimberly; uncle David Flickinger, Leader 
president, and his wife, Ellie Flickinger; 
grandmother Olive Falkowski; grandfather 
John Fairchild; grandparents Marie and 
David Flickinger; and friends and staff at the 
South Belt Leader.

BEST WISHES TO JACLYN
 Wishes for a wonderful birthday are sent to 
former Leader staff member Jaclyn (Ramirez) 
Tremont on May 20, from her friends, family 
and the Leader staff.

BAYLEE TURNS 13!
 Happy birthday hugs and kisses are sent 
to Baylee Espinosa who turns 13 years old 
on Wednesday, May 25, from parents Jenny 
(Hayes) and Benny Moreno, big brother 
Brayden Espinosa, and little sister Livvy 
Moreno of Spring; grandparents Robert 
and Jannie Scarberry of South Belt; aunt 
Stacey (Hayes), uncle Stephen, and cousins 
Kennedy, Owen and Evie Flowers of League 
City; uncle Joey Hayes of Portsmouth, Va.; 
uncle Austin and aunt Tiffany Scarberry 
of O’Fallon, Ill., and cousin Jade; and uncle 
Tyler Scarberry of South Belt.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff members 
of the Pasadena Independent School District 
celebrate birthdays May 19 through May 25.

Burnett Elementary
 Light the birthday candles for Tatiana 
Munoz who enjoys a birthday May 23.

Bush Elementary
 Marianela Diaz enjoys a birthday May 21. 
Sing a happy birthday song to Ami Perez on 
May 22.

Frazier Elementary
 May 22 is the day for a double-layer birth-
day cake for Marisol Cervantes.

Meador Elementary
 Light the birthday candles May 25 for 
Heather Cline. 

Moore Elementary
 The day for a birthday party for Jennifer 
Christen is May 22. On May 25, Kelly 
Henderson enjoys a special birthday.

Stuchbery Elementary
 The day for a birthday present is May 24 for 
Ester Vazquez.

 Roberts Middle School
  Light the candles on a double-layer cake 
May 20 for Charlya Silver and Denise 
Gourley. Send a happy birthday greeting May 
23 to Kelli Redd.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 The day for a party for Daniel Jacobs is 
May 19. Micah Strickland is wished a happy 
birthday May 21. Birthday greetings are sent 
to Marianella Tyler May 23. Light the birthday 
candles May 25 for Summer Thompson.

Thompson Intermediate
 Blow out the birthday candles May 23 for 
Nellie Tyler. George Martin is wished a 
happy birthday May 24. A birthday greeting is 
sent to Erynn Foreman May 25.
 Dobie High
 May 20 is the day for a party for Amanda 
Langston. Sheryl Smith marks a birthday 
May 22. May 24 is the day for a party for 

Lisa Barrett.
FACEBOOK FRIENDS 
ENJOY BIRTHDAYS

 The Leader sends happy birthday wishes to 
its Facebook friends who celebrate a birthday 
this week:
 Thursday, May 19: Melanie Martin, Tanya 
Williams, Jonathan Pearson, Robby Asbury, 
Leah Poirrer and Laura Scott; and Friday, 
May 20: Norma Pruneda, Joey Martinez, 
Mike Freeman, Juan Cruz, Tami Richardson, 
Kathy Swift, Al Carter, Joan D’Ambrosio, 
Valerie Chapa and Jaclyn Tremont; Saturday, 
May 21: Vance Britt, Shelly Woodin, Zachary 
McClendon, Kimberly Garza, Will Hernández, 
Jennifer Villarreal and Rashida Jones. 
Sunday, May 22: Falicia Ayala, Kevin Dalley, 
Bill Mondy and Becki Withers; Monday, May 
23: Damon Holt, David Cino and Nicole 
Wiens; Tuesday, May 24: Barbara Gorman, 
Claudia Gonzalez, Cathy Greene, Dana Long 
and Richard McGinty; and Wednesday, May 
25: Felicia Gonzalez, Michelle Belvin, Herman 
Ortiz, Tammy Silva and Andrea Wheeler.

HOME RUN CORNER
 The Leader staff reminds parents to submit 
congratulations for their sluggers’ achievements 
for publication in Over The Back Fence. E-mail 
mynews@southbeltleader.com with OTBF in 
the subject line. Items must be submitted by 
Friday noon for the next week’s publication.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line. 
Items must be submitted by Friday noon for the 
next week’s publication.

Remember When

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

Volunteer Fire Department 
was responsible for orga-
nizing the event. The overall 
winner was Team Henek.
 The results were tallied 
from the Clear Creek 
Independent School District 
elections, with both incum-
bents winning. In the race 
for the District 2 seat, incum-
bent Win Weber handily 
defeated challenger Lisa 
Salinas. In the contest for the 
District 4 position, Page 
Rander defeated challenger 
Alan D. Benjamin.

1 year ago (2015)
 A South Belt resident was 
killed in a drive-by shooting 
at his house in the 12000 
block of Ryewater near As-
toria on May 15. Clay Wil-
son, 35, was standing in his 
driveway when two vehi-
cles pulled up in front of 
the house, and people inside 
the cars opened fi re. Wilson 
was struck several times in 
the head and chest. Wilson 
was transported to Memorial 
Hermann Southeast Hospital, 
where he later died. No im-
mediate arrests were made.
 Sagemeadow resident 
Charles Jordan was recog-
nized by the Carnegie Hero 
Fund Commission for his 
heroism. Jordan was hon-
ored for his selfl ess actions 
that likely saved the life of 
dog-attack victim Monica 
Garza in March 2014.

 On Saturday, April 23, 
25 Thompson Junior Var-
sity Choir students per-
formed for the 10-year an-

niversary celebration of the 
Rainbow Valley Civic Club 
at Fire Station 70 on Beam-
er Road.

 The Rainbow Valley 
Civic Club is a communi-
ty organization that works 
to promote friendships 

Thompson JV Choir performs at Fire Station 70
amongst neighbors and 
uses teamwork to create 
pride in the local commu-
nity and promote a safer 

Thompson Choir students pictured are, left to right, (front 
row) Sarah Oba, Tiffany Villarreal, Ayanna Pope, Alyssa 
Montes, Nicolas Cook, (second row) Aaron Rodriguez, 
Kyana Oliver, Annaya Belton, Janelle Mooney, Adi Lo-
pez, Isabella Delgado, Marissa Roy, Noemi Casas, (third 
row) Andrionay Lee, Gillyanne Spencer, Jada Pope, Deai-

ra Jackson, Brooklynn Lathan, Fraunel Sanchez, Justin 
Rios, Alejandro “Alex” Lopez, Derek Jones, (back row) 
Joshua Hernandez, Joel Mora and Roman Rodriguez. 
Station 70 fi refi ghters shown are, left to right, Lupe Perez, 
Paul Escarcega, Daniel Milligan, Robert Goldstraw, Cur-
tis Eberhardt and Kevin Martinez. Photo submitted

environment for all resi-
dents and guests. For their 
10-year anniversary cele-
bration, Thompson choirs 
were invited to perform at 
the event, and 25 students 
volunteered their time and 
talent.
 Under the direction of 
Melinda Harrison, and ac-
companied by Kari Mitch-
ell and David Martin, the 
Thompson Junior Varsity 
Choir performed an ex-
citing program, including 
songs from all around the 
world and sung in Hebrew, 
Spanish, English and Swa-
hili.
 These choir students 
not only sang beautifully, 
but represented Thompson 
well with their gracious, 
positive attitudes, respect-
ful behavior and kindness.  
They took advantage of an 
opportunity to give back to 
their community and share 
their musical talent with a 
new audience.
 The members of the 
Rainbow Valley Civic Club 
were incredibly grateful for 
the students’ time, effort, 
and beautiful singing.

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call Now!

281-481-9683

WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Care Partners meet May 20
 Interfaith Care Partners Ministry group at St. Frances 
Cabrini Catholic Church, 10727 Hartsook St. (near Almeda 
Mall), a gathering for persons with Alzheimer’s, dementia or 
memory loss, meets the third Friday of the month from 10 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
 Gatherings consist of a continental breakfast, arts and 
crafts, exercises, entertainment, a singalong, a devotional 
break, lunch, and ends with a game. 
 Those who have a family member or know of someone 
with these challenges, are welcome to attend. All services are 
provided free of charge. An initial interview must be conduct-
ed by Interfaith Care Partners staff to welcome new partici-
pants into this program. The next gathering will be held in the 
Mother Cabrini Center at the church on Friday, May 20. 
 For more information or to register a loved one, call In-
terfaith Care Partners at 713-682-5995 or visit the website at 
www.interfaithcarepartners.org.

AARP 199 meets May 20
 AARP Webster Area Chapter 199 will meet at 10 a.m. 
Friday, May 20, at Bay Area Community Center, 5002 E. 
NASA Parkway in Seabrook (the large building with a blue 
roof inside Clear Lake Park on the north side of NASA 
Parkway). Everyone is invited to come to the meeting, and to 
enjoy coffee, cookies and fellowship at 9:30 a.m. before the 
meeting starts at 10 a.m. Each month, the group has enter-
tainment or a speaker on various topics of interest to seniors. 
Every two months the group has a potluck lunch.
 Entertainment for Friday, May 20, will be the Dignity 
Gospel Quartet. This year, the group celebrates 12 years 
performing as a gospel group at various locations and come 
highly recommended. They will bring handouts. The May 20 
meeting is also a potluck lunch, so members and visitors are 
asked to bring a dish to share after the meeting ends.
 The group also organizes day trips by bus to local area 
points of interest at minimal cost. The next day trip will be 
on Sunday, July 17, to see The Drowsy Chaperone, a live 
musical comedy at College of the Mainland Theatre in Texas 
City. Dinner will be at Grand Prize Barbeque Restaurant.
 For those who are interested in joining the group, annual 
dues are $6 per year/per person. However, one must be a 
member of national AARP to join any local chapter. For 
more information, contact Liz Shepperd at 281-486-7770 or 
Qeshepperd@yahoo.com.

Singles Dance May 21
 The Bay Area Singles Club monthly dance will be held 
Saturday, May 21, from 7 to 10 p.m. at the VFW Lodge, Post 
6378, at 5204 Highway 3 in Dickinson. This is the club’s 
anniversary dance. Bring party snacks to share. Cost is $7 for 
members and $9 for nonmembers. For more information, call 
409-948-1156 or 281-484-4762.

 University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake’s Environ-
mental Institute of Hous-
ton offers day and half-day 
camps in June featuring na-
ture walks, bird-watching, 
fi shing, dip-netting, games 
and more for fi rst- through 
eighth-grade students.
 Themes include Discov-
er Nature Camp, Citizen 
Science Camp and Hunger 

Games Camp. Prices range 
from $140-$225 depending 
on the session, and registra-
tion is ongoing until full. 
 The camps are located at 
the institute, North Offi ce 
Annex, 2700 Bay Area Blvd. 
in Houston, on the universi-
ty’s 524-acre nature preserve.
 For more information, call 
EIH at 281-283-3045 or visit 
http://www.eih.uhcl.edu.

Summer camp at UHCL
introduces kids to nature

 University of Hous-
ton-Clear Lake’s student 
newspaper, The Signal, has 
been recognized by the Co-
lumbia Scholastic Press As-
sociation.
 The publication was 
awarded a College Digital 
News Silver Crown, which 
recognizes top member publi-
cations in the nation. By earn-
ing a silver crown, The Signal 
placed among the top three 
Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association digital news pub-
lications nationwide.
 Darlene Biggers, UHCL 
associate vice president of 

Student Service, expressed 
her pride in the newspaper’s 
accomplishments.
 “I am so impressed,” she 
said. “Their creativity and 
commitment to quality has 
been recognized and awarded 
in this national competition.”
 The Signal is published as 
part of a senior-level course 
on fact gathering, journalistic 
writing, photography, vide-
ography, graphic design, so-
cial media and advertising. 
 For more information on 
UHCL’s School of Human 
Sciences and Humanities, 
call 281-283-3334.

UHCL student newspaper 
earns national nod

Dobie Cheer Captain and four-year member 
Megan Cook and two-year member Ryan Sosa 
will represent Texas A&M Kingsville coed cheer 
team this fall in Kingsville, Texas. Both attended 
tryouts in April and were accepted as coed cheer 
team members. Proud parents are Deborah Cook 
and Mylie and Steve Sosa. Photo submitted

Dobie cheerleaders 
headed to coed team

Southbelt Montessori School
Day Care Facility

12495 Scarsdale • 281-484-7222

• Open Monday thru Friday, 6 a.m.-7 p.m.• All Meals Provided• All Caregivers CPR & First Aid Certi ied• Accepting children 6 wks - 8 yrs old• NCI Accepted

FREE
Registration

Line by line 
with the prophets
 Get familiar with the 
prophets’ insights by read-
ing the ancient text together. 
Starting with Isaiah, partic-
ipants will learn and discuss 
each verse.
 Although the study is line 
by line through the text, one 
doesn’t have to have attended 
previous classes.
 The sessions, guided by 
Rabbi Stuart Federow, are 
conducted on Sundays from 

11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. at 
Congregation Shaar Hasha-
lom. The congregation, lo-
cated at 16020 El Camino 
Real, is the conservative Syn-
agogue in the Bay Area.
 The entire community is 
invited to attend. For more 
information, visit www.shaar 
hashalom.org or contact the 
Synagogue offi ce at 281-488-
5861 or at csh@shaarhasha 
lom.org.

graduate of 
Texas A & M University Texas A & M University 

on May 13, 2016
 with a BS in Animal Science.
Congratulations is sent fr om her 

mother, father and Jessica and Rene.

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS
Chloé L. EscobarChloé L. Escobar

South Belt-Ellington LeaderSouth Belt-Ellington Leader 
–– The Voice of Community-Minded People ––

11555 Beamer       281-481-5656
 E-mail: mynews@southbeltleader.com

Davy & Marie Flickinger, owners
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LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Alvaro Interiano, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

 CHURCH DIRECTORY

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

 The Pasadena Association 
of Educational Offi ce Pro-
fessionals (PAEOP) recently 
held a scholarship fundraiser 
for Pasadena Independent 
School District at the Offi ce 
of Libraries and Textbook 

Materials.
 This year, participants 
used creativity to raise funds 
for one deserving senior, 
helping the student get a 
jump start on their college 
education. The student was 

named at a special ceremony 
recently.
 This is the second time 
this school year that PAE-
OP has hosted a Painting for 
Scholarships fundraiser, gar-
nering participation from a 

Pasadena Association of Educational 
Office Professionals Paints for Scholarships

total of 33 staff and commu-
nity members in the district.
 Painting for Scholarships 
is among many philanthropic 
opportunities PAEOP orga-
nizes each year. The organi-
zation has collected and do-

nated items for the Pasadena 
Care Center and the daycare 
center housed at Tegeler, in 
addition to collecting items 
for nursing homes, school 
supply drives and students 
involved in the Pasadena ISD 
special education program.
 The theme for the orga-
nization this year is Dare to 
Dream. The organization’s 
president Cynthia Gutierrez 
has been working with mem-
bers to make those dreams 
reality.
 “My goal was to instill in 
the members that if we could 
dream it, it could happen,” 
Gutierrez said. “PAEOP of-
fi cers are a great group of 
ladies who aspire for our or-
ganization to be successful, 
not only with the scholarship 
that we provide but also in 
giving back to our commu-
nity. I was overwhelmed by 
the donations received from 
the membership. I am hope-
ful that next year will be even 
better.”
 Established in 1955, the 
organization was initially 
called the Pasadena Educa-
tion Secretaries Association. 
The organization operates 
through the Texas Education 
Support Staff Association 
(TESA), a professional de-
velopment program designed 
for educational support per-
sonnel. PAEOP is open to 
school support personnel 
in the district including bus 
drivers, clinical aides or sec-
retarial staff.
 Composed of more than 
40 members, employees in-
volved in PAEOP have the 
opportunity to meet the needs 
of Pasadena ISD students, 
give back to the community, 
network and receive staff de-
velopment training.
 Members of PAEOP reg-
ularly participate in fun ac-
tivities and invite area pro-
fessionals to present at the 
meetings. Participants can 
also earn credit hours toward 
paraprofessional supplemen-
tary certifi cation pay.
 To learn more or to be-
come a member of PAEOP, 
email cgutierrez@pasadena 
isd.org.

Above, PAEOP President Cynthia Gutierrez begins painting her 
picture.

At right, April Weisedel, chief nursing offi cer, teaches attendees 
how to paint the picture.

PAEOP members display their fi nished paintings. 
Pictured are, left to right, (front row) Robin Pool, 

April Weisedel, Cynthia Gutierrez (back row) Karla 
Pavey, Esthela Serna and Martha Perales.

 At the heart of health and 
wellness are caring nurses. 
To recognize these individ-
uals and the role they play 
in providing quality health 
care, the Houston Chronicle 
is joining with area organi-
zations to celebrate Nation-
al Nurses Week, May 6-12, 
through their 2016 “Salute to 
Nurses” program.
 Three Pasadena ISD nurs-
es, April Weisedel, Donna 
Jones and Amee Stoneman, 
are among the “150 Top 
Nurses” chosen to partici-

pate in the program this year 
by the Houston Chronicle. 
 “School nurses make a 
difference every day as they 
work to improve the health, 
safety and academic success 
for all students,” said Dar-
la Massey-Jones, Pasadena 
ISD executive director of ad-
ministrative services. “These 
nurses are highly energetic 
and compassionate about the 
care they provide to staff and 
students. They also go the 
extra mile to help others. I’m 
delighted to see them hon-

ored and recognized for their 
outstanding achievements.”
 The Houston Chronicle 
launched an online compe-
tition resulting in more than 
940 nominations from com-
munity members. The top 
nurses were selected by a 
panel of experts based on the 
submissions.
 The honorees were recog-
nized at an awards luncheon, 
May 5, at the Crowne Plaza 
Houston. The ceremony wel-
comed more than 300 attend-
ees including the nominees, 

Pasadena ISD nurses named Top 150 by Chronicle
hospital administrators and 
representatives from Hous-
ton’s top medical education-
al institutions.
 As the district’s chief 
nursing offi cer for three 
years, Weisedel works with 
administrators to provide op-
portunities for professional 
growth among nursing staff 
so they can continue to main-
tain a healthy and safe envi-
ronment for students.
 “I am fortunate to work 
under Darla and Barbara 
Fuqua (associate superin-
tendent of accountability 
and compliance) who have 
given me the ability, tools 
and freedom to create oppor-
tunities for our entire health 
care team to be successful,” 
Weisedel said. 
 “We have been able to 
purchase state-of-the-art 
equipment to help our nurs-
ing staff keep up with the ev-
er-changing world of health 
care. All of these efforts are 
geared toward ensuring our 
children receive the best care 
from the best trained staff.”
 Massey-Jones said she 
nominated Weisedel for 
the honor because of her 
high level of nursing exper-
tise and her ability to build 
strong bonds with staff and 
the community.
 “April has a heart of gold 
and a passion for helping 
others,” Massey-Jones said. 
“Armed with knowledge, 

Three Pasadena ISD nurses, left to right, Amee Stoneman, April Weisedel and 
Donna Jones, are among 150 Top Nurses chosen to participate in the Houston 
Chronicle’s 2016 Salute to Nurses. Photo submitted

 Brenda Weiser, the direc-
tor of the Ed.D. in curriculum 
and instruction with a STEM 
focus, met with Thomp-
son Intermediate’s all-girl 
STEM enrichment program 
to discuss the importance of 
STEM careers. She present-
ed data from each state and 
discussed how students need 
to begin thinking of their 
STEM career path and how 
to get there.
 The girls in the STEM 
enrichment program pre-
sented some of the STEM 
projects they designed and 
tested throughout this year to  
Weiser and the audience.
 Nayelli Melendez ex-
plained to the group how 
Debbie Sterling, a female en-
gineer and founder of Goldi-
blocks, was an inspiration to 
her. Melendez built the dunk 

tank and demonstrated it for 
the audience. 
 Karina Medina and Bail-
ee Dang demonstrated the 
stability of their bridge de-
sign. The two girls decided 
to weave popsicle sticks to-
gether and added a support 
system under the structure. 
Their bridge won the design 
challenge. 
 Lastly, Cammy Vo, Xitla-
li “Lali” Martinez, and Amy 
Tieu showed off the tele-
scope they built.
 The all-girl STEM pro-
gram was created two years 
ago by eighth-grade science 
teacher Carol Waters. Wa-
ters’ goal is to inspire and 
motivate students so they 
enter into a STEM career. 
“These girls need to be pro-
vided with an opportunity to 
design, build, and test their 

UHCL takes notice of GAT’s STEM program

Nayelli Melendez (center) explained how Debbie Ster-
ling, a female engineer and founder of Goldiblocks, was 
an inspiration to her. Also pictured are teacher Carol 
Waters (left) and Brenda Weiser from UHCL.

Pictured are, left to right, (front row) Carla Lopez, 
UHCL Professor Brenda Weiser, Seleste Martinez, 
Felicity Soto, Elaine Lien, Naomi Rodriguez, Ma-
rissa Maxwell, Madeline Schwausch, (middle row) 
Martin Nandin, Nayelli Melendez, Alyssa Nguyen, 
Xitlali Martinez, Aliyah Salas, Kaaynat Mistry, 
Karina Medina, Amy Tieu, (back row) Principal 

Melissa Allen, Andy Neira, Jade Garcia, Stefanie 
Alvarez, Alyssa Williams, Marisa Soto, Mady Vela, 
Bailee Dang, Azhia Alvarez, Cristian Temores, 
Paten Schillaci, Alesia Bill, Ivana Williams, Steph-
anie Horton, Cammy Vo, Isabella Delgado, and 
STEM teacher Carol Waters.
 Photos by Jean Rudnicki, UHCL

Karina Medina and Bailee Dang demonstrated the 
stability of their bridge design, along with Weiser 
(left) and Waters.

Cammy Vo, Xitlali “Lali” Martinez and Amy Tieu 
presented the telescope they built. Also pictured are 
Waters (left) and Weiser.

ideas in a care free environ-
ment. This allows them to 
learn the engineering design 
process and is vital to their 
development,” Waters ex-

plains. The materials, includ-
ing the telescope, for this 
enrichment program came 
from the Donor Choose proj-
ects Waters wrote.

compassion, and a strong eth-
ical base, her focus is always 
on providing high quality 
care to patients, implement-
ing effective training for all 
nurses and ensuring collabo-
rative partnerships with par-
ents, community members 
and the nursing community.”
 After spending fi ve years 
at Hermann Hospital as a 
maternal-fetal nurse, Jones 
transitioned into school 
nursing, fi rst at Genoa, then 
Bondy and fi nally at Mae 
Smythe in 2012, where she 
continues to provide health 
care to students in the com-
munity. She is a graduate of 
San Jacinto College.
 Stoneman graduated from 
Stephen F. Austin State Uni-
versity in 2006 with a Bach-
elor of Science in Nursing. 
She began her career at the 
Women’s Hospital of Tex-
as in the labor, delivery and 
antepartum unit, and later 
worked for DaVita Dialy-
sis in 2009. After becoming 
a substitute teacher briefl y 
in 2010 at Melillo, she was 
asked to join the school 
team, where she continues 
to make a positive impact on 
students and staff. 
 She considers becoming 
a school nurse a rewarding 
step in her career.
 “I am absolutely hum-
bled by this recognition and 
thankful to be able to call 
Pasadena ISD my home.”

Congratulations to

Stephanie Love
J. Frank Dobie 
Class of 2016

Remember to keep God in your heart 
and he will guide you in the right 

direction. God Bless you.

We are so proud of all 

your accomplishments.

We Love you – Dad and Mom

PHOTO

HERE

Class of 2016Class of 2016
SAMPLE
SAMPLE

Honor Your 2016 Graduate 
in the June 2 issue!

Example:  This size ad is $66
plus $8 to include a picture

Deadline – May 26
Call the Leader at 281-481-5656

Many other sizes and styles to choose from

>

 State and federal recovery 
offi cials encourage Texans 
to watch for and report any 
suspicious activity or poten-
tial fraud from scam artists, 
identity thieves and other 
criminals. Also, FEMA does 
not endorse any commercial 
businesses, products or ser-
vices.
 FEMA encourages survi-
vors as well as local residents 
and businesses to be especial-
ly vigilant for these common 
post-disaster fraud practices:

Fraudulent building 
contractors

When hiring a contractor:
 • Use licensed local con-
tractors backed by reliable 
references.
 • Demand that contrac-
tors carry general liability 
insurance and workers’ com-
pensation.
 • Do not pay more than 
half the costs of repairs up-
front.

Bogus pleas for 
post-disaster donations

 Often, unscrupulous so-
licitors may play on the emo-
tions of disaster survivors, 
residents and business own-
ers. Be aware that disaster aid 
solicitations may arrive by 
phone, email, letter or face-
to-face visits. To ensure a 
charity is legitimate:

 • Ask for the requestor’s 
name as well as the charity’s 
exact name, street address, 
phone number and website 
address – then call the charity 
directly to confi rm the person 
asking for funds is an em-
ployee or volunteer.
 • Whether making a dona-
tion by cash or with a credit 
card, request a receipt includ-
ing the charity’s name, street 
address and phone number. 
 • With text messages, 
the fi ve-to-six digit numbers 
known as a short code makes 
it diffi cult to tell who is on 
the receiving end. A legiti-
mate charity will not ask for 
personal information or a 
credit card number by text.

Identity theft
 Beware of visits, calls or 
e-mails from people claiming 
to be from FEMA, the state 
of Texas or a volunteer group. 
They will ask for an appli-
cant’s Social Security num-
ber, bank account number or 
other sensitive information 
because their real goal is to 
steal personal identity and 
money.
 • Don’t fall for scam art-
ists who promise a disaster 
grant and ask for large cash 
deposits or advance pay-
ments in full. 
 • Federal and state work-

ers do not solicit or accept 
money. FEMA and the U.S. 
Small Business Administra-
tion staff never charge appli-
cants for disaster assistance, 
inspections or help in fi lling 
out applications.
Phony housing inspectors

 Homeowners and reg-
istered FEMA applicants 
should watch out for housing 
inspectors claiming to repre-
sent FEMA or the SBA.
 • Inspectors already have 
each applicant’s nine-digit 
registration number and a 
FEMA inspector will not ask 
for this number.
 • FEMA inspectors NEV-
ER require banking or other 
personal information.
 • The job of FEMA hous-
ing inspectors is to verify 

Be on alert for disaster-related fraud, scams
damage. Inspectors do not 
hire or endorse specifi c con-
tractors to fi x homes or rec-
ommend repairs. They do 
not determine eligibility for 
assistance.
 Federal and state repre-
sentatives carry photo identi-
fi cation. Ask to see it. If un-
sure, call FEMA to verify the 
employee at 800-621-3362 
(FEMA) or TTY 800-462-
7585.
 If fraud is suspected, call 
the FEMA Disaster Fraud Ho-
tline at 866-720-5721. If you 
are a victim, suspect a home 
repair scam, are contacted 
for unsolicited information, 
or believe a business is prac-
ticing price gouging, call the 
Offi ce of the Texas Attorney 
General at 800-252-8011.
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14020 Galveston Road 
Suite 180

Webster, Texas  77598
281-218-6744

Catering - 713-412-8807

5968 Fairmont Parkway 
Suite F

Pasadena, Texas  77505
281-487-1400

Catering - 281-979-6846

www.savannahcafeandbakery.comwww.savannahcafeandbakery.com

Call and ask about ourCall and ask about our

COOKIE 
DECORATING

PARTIES
VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL 

YOUR CATERING NEEDSYOUR CATERING NEEDS

WE’RE STILL THE WE’RE STILL THE 
SAME GREAT CAFÉ & BAKERYSAME GREAT CAFÉ & BAKERY

Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.
Child Care & Learning Center • Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, 
Dance, Library & Computer Room

281-484-2376281-484-2376
11590 Hughes Rd. @ BW811590 Hughes Rd. @ BW8

FREEFREE  REGISTRATION - Good thru June 1  REGISTRATION - Good thru June 1

Ages served 6 weeks - 11 years

281-538-5310281-538-5310
3007 Invincible Dr. League City3007 Invincible Dr. League City

LOW PRICES

This ad must be presented at time of enrollment & is not redeemable for cash.  We accept NCI.
New enrollments only • www.msjanets.com

Ms. Janetʼs provides pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS, including  
MELILLO, MORRIS and ROBERTS Middle Schools and SOUTH BELT Elementary.

 
St. Luke the Evangelist  

Early Childhood Center 

 

NOW ENROLLING!
“The Big Apple”
2016 Summer Program

2016-2017 Fall 
Program Registration
Registration is well underway!

 
St. Luke the Evangelist  

Early Childhood Center 

For more information about our program or to schedule a tour, 
please call the ECC offi ce or visit us on the web.

Pol. Ad Paid for by Diaz Campaign, Ana Diaz, Treasurer  •  PO Box 172 Galena Park Texas 77547

Voting hours are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Early Voting is May 16-20

Election Day is May 24

Meador pre-K celebrates Cinco de Mayo

Celebrating Cinco de Mayo,  Meador pre-K students 
paraded through the halls in their cultural attire. Kin-
dergartners, fi rst graders, second graders, third grad-
ers and fourth graders lined the halls and cheered on 
the pre-K students as well as staff members and many 
parents. Pictured are, left to right, (front row) Angelo 
Polito, Oliver Ochoa, Alejandro Lopez, Gabriela Tor-
res, Ailyn Rodriguez, Kendra Prida, Angel Diaz Men-
doza, Evelyn Arellano, (middle row) Arlett Guzman, 

Alexa Martinez, Cesar Gonzalez, Azul Pineda, So-
lanch DeLeon, Melissa Melendez, Allison Banda, Al-
exa Guevara, David Arrendondo, teacher aide Ome-
ga Pena, (back row) teacher Layna Hamon, Principal 
Beverly Bolton, teacher Maria Rutherford, Jose Jai-
me, Jon Carlos Reyes, Mario Suazo, Karime Munoz, 
Arturo Serrano, Ximena Serrano, Brenda Villarreal, 
Assistant Principal Amy Clowers and teacher aide 
Shirley Hawley. Photo submitted

Laura Bush Elementary enjoys Cinco de Mayo

Fourth-grade students Emmalee Lopez and Moni-
ca Flores, teacher Nicole Holguin, and fourth-grade 
student Eytsel Sanchez.

First-grade Dual Language students are, left to right, (front row) 
Ashley Gonzalez, Skyler Mendiola, Ariana Kainer, (back row) Isa-
bella Morales, Lyla Crake, Mariah Santana, Yanelli Contreras, Suri 
Valle, Wendy Maldonado and Natalia Razo.

Kindergarten teachers Johana 
Saenz and Karla Galvan.

Second-grade teacher Maria Garza 
and student Angie Tinajero.

Laura Bush Elementary celebrated Cinco de Mayo 
by dressing up and participating in several activities.

Fourth-grade students (front row) Javier Ysaguirre, Mauri-
cio Banda, Oscar Garza, (back row) Jennifer Estrada, Victo-
ria Robles and Leslie Figueroa. Photos submitted

If questions arise while completing the online application please call 1-855-621-8258 

Have a love for the automotive industry and want a  
fun and exciting job?  

Come and join Manheim, the world’s leading provider 
of vehicle remarketing services.    

Manheim Texas Hobby is seeking  energetic 
individuals to work with us as  

*Auction Drivers* 

Simple Qualifications: 
 

  Driver’s License  

  Able to work up to 29 hrs. per wk. 

  Good attention to detail and safety.  

  Ability to stand, enter/exit cars during a 4-9 hr. shift.  

  Ability to drive automatic and manual transmissions.  

  Able to pass background check and drug test.  

NOW HIRING 
PART--TIME AUTO AUCTION DRIVERS 

Apply at jobs.manheim.com 
Job #1412566 

(Manheim Texas Hobby) 

 San Jacinto College will 
host the Houston Spanish 
and Flamenco Festival, fea-
turing rhythmic dancing, 
masterful guitar playing and 
percussion and soulful sing-
ing. The festival includes a 
culminating performance, as 
well as several workshops, 
that run from Thursday, May 
26, through Saturday, May 
28, at the Central campus Dr. 
Monte Blue Music Building, 
8060 Spencer Highway in 
Pasadena. 
 The festival’s culminat-
ing performance, Caminos 
Flamencos, will be held Sat-
urday, May 28, at 7:30 p.m., 

at the Central campus music 
building. The show will fea-
ture Emmy Award-winning 
dancer and artistic director 
Yaelisa, virtuoso guitarist 
Jason McGuire “El Rubio,” 
and acclaimed fl amenco 
artists Jose Cortes (singer), 
Fanny Ara (dancer), and 
Marlon Aldana (percussion-
ist).
 Caminos Flamencos per-
forms internationally and is 
renowned for combining tra-
ditional and contemporary 
elements of fl amenco arts.
 Several public workshops 
throughout the festival will 
feature instructions and 

demonstrations in fl amenco 
music, singing and dancing. 
The workshops are designed 
for anyone wishing to learn 
about Spanish and fl amenco 
arts, and will be led by vet-
eran fl amenco artists Yaelisa 
and McGuire who are inter-
nationally renowned for their 
performing and teaching 
skills.
 The Houston Spanish 
and Flamenco Festival was 
founded in 2011 by fl amen-
co artists Irma La Paloma 
and San Jacinto College 
music professor Jeremy Gar-
cia. The event is a non-profi t 
collaboration coordinated by 

Flamenco festival features musical talent
Houston’s Solero Flamen-
co, San Jacinto College, the 
Consulate General of Spain 
in Houston and the National 
Endowment for the Arts.
 “We fi rmly believe in the 
worth and relevance of this 
non-profi t effort,” comment-
ed La Paloma. “Through 
exposure, interaction, and 
cultural exchange, we can 
responsibly educate and cel-
ebrate these arts, which are a 
part of our Texas heritage.”
 Visit hsffestival.com for 
information about workshop 
schedules, artists, perfor-
mance times, and admission 
costs.

 Tax Assessor-Collector 
Mike Sullivan recently an-
nounced that the Auto Di-
vision has processed more 
than $100 million in automo-
bile credit/debit card transac-
tions since introducing credit 

card machines in 2013.
 “I’m very excited that 
we’ve processed more than 
800,000 automobile cred-
it/debit card transactions, 
totaling more than $100 
million,” said Sullivan. 

“Taking this offi ce into the 
21st century was a promise 
I made four years ago. The 
investments we are making 
will greatly benefi t all Harris 
County residents.”
 In addition to launching 

Auto credit/debit card transactions reach all-time high
credit/debit cards, Sullivan 
has implemented the TxD-
MV One Sticker program, 
successfully executed the 
webDEALER program, ex-
tended the renewal period for 
auto registrations at grocery 
stores, installed more than 
400 new computers and up-
graded software to improve 
service as well as productiv-
ity.
 “My goal at the Harris 
County Tax Assessor-Collec-
tor’s Offi ce is to provide the 
best customer service expe-
rience possible. Investing to 
improve our operations, in-
creasing effi ciencies and up-
dating technology will do just 
that,” said Sullivan.
 All Harris County Tax 
Assessor-Collector’s Offi ce 
branch locations accept cash, 
checks and all major credit/
debit cards for automobile 

transactions, which include 
registration stickers, license 
plates, automobile titles and 
temporary disability plac-
ards. Residents can also re-
new automobile registration 
stickers online, by mail or 
at more than 200 renewal 
locations at partner grocery 
stores, in addition to partici-
pating AAA offi ces.
 The Harris County Tax 
Assessor-Collector’s Offi ce 
Automobile Division per-
forms more than 4.5 million 
automobile transactions in 
Harris County each year. It 
also works closely with the 
Texas Department of Motor 
Vehicles to register motor 
vehicles, collect registration 
and title fees and distributes 
them to the proper entities. 
Learn more about the Auto-
mobile Services Division by 
visiting www.hctax.net. 
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm,  Sun. 9am - 5pm

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45

& Beamer)
281-484-5945

2916 FM 528
(Friendswood near

West Bay Area Blvd.)
281-996-1070

11613 Broadway
(Next to Pearland Town

Center Mall)
713-436-2326

• Ocean LAVA Carnauba Wax
• rain-guard

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

• Spot Free Rinse
• High Velocity Drying  

     (In Tunnel)
     2 Day Rain Check

The Works

• rain-guard   • Triple Foam Wax
• Clear Coat Protectant

• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

• Spot Free Rinse
• High Velocity Drying  

     (In Tunnel)
    2 Day Rain Check

Shine & 
Protection

• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

• High Velocity Drying  
     (In Tunnel)

                   1 Day Rain Check

Wheels
& Tires

Join our eClub for more savings www.oceancarwashtx.comarwashhtxtttttx cccooomom

• Wash
• High Velocity Drying  

     (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior 

Wash

$16

$13

$10

$6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

CLEAR BROOK REALTORS

Eli Tanksley
Broker/Owner
281-450-3305

– We Have The Answer To Your Real Estate Needs –

Clear Brook Promises to Provide Professional, 
Ethical & Informed Services to Our New & Existing Clients

SAGEGLEN - 4/21/2/2, Roof 8 Years Young, New Siding on Garage, 
Master Down. Perfect Home. 

PEARLAND COMMERCIAL BLDG. - 2910 SF, 1 Story - 
$349,000.

CLEAR BROOK LANDING 3-2-2 - Hardwood, Carpet, $154,000.

FULL SERVICE
Real Estate
Insurance

“FULL SERVICE Makes Your
Investment EASIER”

11555 Beamer Rd., Ste. 100 
Houston, TX 77089

SOLDSOLD

BREAKFAST 
served

8:00 AM 
to All Day

Happy Hour All Day Every Day

– Catering Available –

10906 Fuqua • 281-484-2697

BREAKFAST BUFFET
Sat. & Sun. 8 AM to 2 PM

Sun.-Thur. 8-10 – Fri.-Sat. 8-11

COUPON

$5 OFF
2nd Entree

Not good for breakfast or breakfast
buffet. Limit 1 per table. Exp. 05/27/16

www.lashaciendasgrill.com

HAPPY HOURHAPPY HOUR 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
FREE Mini BuffetFREE Mini Buffet 
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. -11 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. -11 p.m.

$5 OFF$5 OFF
Buy one Entree at regular 
price and get $5.00 off 

second entree
Sat. - Thur. only not valid with any 
other offer or discount. Limit 1 per 
table. Dine in Only after 4 p.m. Not 

valid with Lunch Specials.
Expires 5-25-16

Daily Specials • Catering • Gift Cards
Party and Meeting Rooms Available at all Locations

Lunch SpecialsLunch Specials
from $5.99from $5.99

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

Nasa • 281-557-3500
1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45

League City • 281-334-2175
2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060
12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY. 

Lunch Menu
Monday-Friday
11 a.m.-3 p.m.

NOW OPENNOW OPEN
HAPPY HOUR HAPPY HOUR 

EVERYDAY 3-7 p.m.EVERYDAY 3-7 p.m.

We Can Cater 
Your Special Event!

Medals elude Taylor,
Henderson at state

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 Sometimes even the 
best-laid plans don’t 
come to fruition.
 Both Clear Brook 
sprinter Brandon Tay-
lor and Dobie’s Justice 
Henderson experienced 
a disappointing end to 
their high school track 
and field careers May 
14, in Austin.
 Competing on the 
grandest stage the high 
school scene has to offer 
– the University Inter-

scholastic League’s Class 
6A State Track and Field 
Championships – there 
were no medals to be had 
for the locals.
 Taylor, unbeaten in the 
100-meter dash all the 
way through to the state 
meet, this time was fourth 
among the nine-racer 
field. In 2015, Taylor had 
won a bronze medal.
 The Miami University 
signee gave it a run in the 
200-meter dash as well, 
but was also just a tick off 
the medal winners, fourth 

once more.
 Henderson, the first 
Dobie track and field 
athlete to reach state in 
more than a decade, fin-
ished ninth in the long 
jump to finish out her ca-
reer. She is headed to the 
University of Houston.
 The Class 6A portion 
of the state meet was rid-
dled with rain and, thus 
wet, conditions. Much 
of the meet was pushed 
well into the evening 
hours. But to be fair, all 
Continued on Page 3B

Arguably the Pasadena ISD’s most successful female track and field athlete 
during her time at Beverly Hills Intermediate and Dobie High  School, Jus-
tice Henderson ended her prep career with a ninth-place finish in the Class 
6A girls’ long jump event at Mike A. Myers Stadium on the campus of the 
University of Texas at Austin.                            Photo by Anita Porche Garcia

By John Bechtle
Sports Editor

 Just how much im-
provement will the Dobie 
football program see from 
year one to year two, par-
ticularly at the varsity lev-
el, under head coach Mike 
Norman?
 On the offensive side of 
things, how big of an im-
pact can sophomore Kris 

Receiver Jacoby Davis had a big portion of his 2015 junior season stolen by 
injury, but he is back as one of the most experienced players at his position 
heading into the 2016 campaign. Davis is also looking forward to the summer 
7-on-7 season as he catches passes from his brother, Dobie starting quarterback 
Jeremy Davis.                                                                        Photos by John Bechtle

2106 – JFD football sees improvement
Morris make as, presum-
ably, the team’s featured 
running back next season?
 Just how do the Long-
horns plan to replace the 
production of all-every-
thing receiver, Wildcat 
quarterback and return- 
man Jaylon Bolden?
 On the defensive side 
of the football, can the 
linebacking crew be for-

tified enough to make a 
difference early enough? 
Just who replaces standout 
interior lineman Chandler 
Tisby?
 Will Dobie get off to a 
stronger start to the season 
after going 0-4 in 2015? 
With Deer Park and La 
Porte now the primary 
contenders along with Do-
bie the biggest contenders 

for the 22-6A crown, can 
the Longhorns win their 
first league title since 
2010?
 What will it take to 
avoid meeting defending 
Class 6A Division I state 
champion North Shore a 
sixth straight time in the 
playoffs?
 The answers to these 
questions and many more 
are months away from be-
ing uncovered. 
 But the Longhorns have 
already begun to work on 
finding some of those an-
swers.
 Dobie is not partici-
pating in standardized 
spring football drills, 
opting instead to begin 
preseason two-a-days as 
early as possible – in this 
case Monday, Aug. 1, for 
non-contact workouts in 
T-shirts, shorts and hel-
mets.
 The difference between 
this time a year ago and 
now has to feel like night 
and day for Norman, his 
staff and all of the players. 
 Officially hired late 
last spring, Norman was 
still learning the names of 

Continued on Page 6B

 Seeking a first-ever na-
tional title, the San Jacinto 
College softball team be-
gan play in the National 
Junior College Athletic 
Association’s Division I 
Softball National Champi-
onship May 18, after press 
time.
 Earning the No. 12 
overall seed in the 16-
team tournament, San Ja-
cinto was set to go against 
Florida SouthWestern 
State in the third of eight 
opening-night contests at 
Canyons Complex in St. 
George, Utah.
 When play continues 
May 19, San Jacinto will 
face either Howard or But-
ler in winner’s bracket or 
loser’s bracket play. More 
tournament information 
can be found at www.nj 

caa.org.
 San Jacinto was up and 
down through the regular 
season but enters nationals 

with a 10-game winning 
streak.
 Seeded fourth in its

Continued on Page 3B

South Belt Youth Soccer
to host free youth clinic
 The South Belt Youth 
Soccer Club, in conjunc-
tion with Challenger 
Sports, will host a free 
skills development clinic 
Thursday, May 26, at El 
Franco Lee Park on Field 
No. 9.
 The event will include 

age specific training for 
youth players, with an em-
phasis on skill and ability 
levels.
 For more information 
or to register, visit www.
challenger.mycustomev
ent.com.
 The skill development 

clinic will lead up to an-
other Challenger Sports 
British Soccer Camp, 
coming in June.  

British coming to area
 The most popular soc-
cer camp in North America 
is coming to the South Belt 
area next month.
 With an innovative 
camp curriculum devel-
oped from the country 
that invented the sport, 
and with a team of coach-
es who grew up eating, 
drinking and breathing 
soccer, Challenger Sports 
is bringing young players 
an up-close and personal 
opportunity to experience 
the sport closest to Brit-
ain’s heart. 
 Challenger will be 
holding one of its highly- 
regarded British Soccer 
Camps in South Belt, hav-
ing teamed up with South 
Belt Youth Soccer Club to 
host the week long British 
Soccer Camp Jun 6-12 at 
El Franco Lee Park.
 The camp will run Mon-
day through Friday, and 
each child will be coached 
by a member of Challeng-
er’s elite team of 1,200 
British soccer coaches – 
hand selected, trained and 
flown to the USA – ex-
clusively to work on these 
programs. 

What is the mission?
 The Challenger mission 
is to provide all children 
with an opportunity to 

Continued on Page 2B

Freshman shortstop Kaitlin Kerl is ready to help San Jacinto College challenge 
for its first-ever National Junior College Athletic Association Division I Softball 
National Championship after being named Most Valuable Player at the Region 
XIV tournament.                                                       Photo by Andrea Vasquez, SJC

SJC draws Fla. Southwestern
as locals hunt down first title

NJCAA softball

San Jac baseball rolls
 Perhaps this is the year 
for a sixth national cham-
pionship.
 With the help of per-
haps the nation’s most tal-
ent-rich pitching staff, the 
San Jacinto College base-
ball team swept its way to 
a 25th appearance in the 

National Junior College 
Athletic Association’s Di-
vision I World Series.
 The Gators rolled 
through the Region XIV 
tournament, taking down 
Wharton by a 4-1count in 
the championship round 
May 18, at Concordia 

University in Austin.
 The tournament was 
first set to be held at Con-
stellation Field in Sugar 
Land, but had to be moved 
to Austin due to inclem-
ent weather and addition-
al scheduling conflicts at 
Constellation Field.

Toni.muse@garygreene.com 
Five Star Realtor 

Texas Monthly magazine

Toni Muse
Moving Families For 30 Years!

Gary Greene Gary Greene 
RealtorsRealtors

Better Homes & Gardens Real Estate

If you are thinking of 
buying or selling in 2016,  

give me a call.
I can help!

281-389-6519

11101 RESOURCE PARKWAY (Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

SUMMER CAMP
SIGN UP NOW!

$120 WEEKLY FEE INCLUDES
• KARATE TRAINING
• FIELD TRIPS
• BUTTERFLY MUSEUM
• LASER TAG
• IMAX
• SWIMMING
• BOWLING
• SKATING
• MOVIES
• & MUCH MORE

COME LEARN:
• RESPECT
• FOCUS
• CONFIDENCE
• DISCIPLINE
• AND MORE

Call USA KARATE for details

USA KARATE
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TACSO honors all-state, all-region soccer players

Rigoberto Fuentes (at right)  – Dobie 
Second Team All-State

Aidan Cupples – Clear Brook
First Team All-Region

Denis Lopez (4) – Dobie
Second Team All-Region

Josue Villalta – Dobie
Second Team All-Region

Sabino Lozano – Dobie
Second Team All-Region

 The 2016 high 
school varsity soc-
cer season is in the 
books, with the 
Dobie and Clear 
Brook varsity boys’ 
teams again having 
had terrifi c seasons, 
respectively.
 After the season, 
players from both 
teams were honored 
with all-district ac-
colades in their dis-
tricts, and for some 
that wasn’t all. 
 Four soccer play-
ers from Dobie and 
another from Clear 
Brook were named 
to either all-state 
or all-region teams 
by the Texas Asso-
ciation of Soccer 
Coaches, including 
second-team all-
state pick Rigober-
to Fuentes of Dobie.

Brook H.S. soccer camp
 Clear Brook varsity boys’ soccer coach Chris Stromeyer and Lady Wolver-
ines’ head coach Jamie Scott will host the 2016 Clear Brook Youth Soccer Camp 
June 7-9, from 8 to 10 a.m., at the school. Students entering kindergarten through 
the ninth grade as of the 2016-2017 school year are invited to attend. Cost is $60 
cash or money order.
 Participants should bring their own water, cleats or tennis shoes, practice 
clothes and sunscreen. The Clear Creek ISD does not provide insurance coverage 
for these types of camps, so parents are required to provide their own medical 
coverage. 
 For more information, direct email to Stromeyer at cstromey@ccisd.net or to 
Scott at JaScott@ccisd.net.

San Jac men’s hoops tryouts
 The San Jacinto College men’s basketball team will hold tryouts for the 2016-
2017 season on Saturday, June 11. 
 Tryouts will take place at Anders Gymnasium on the San Jacinto College Cen-
tral campus from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. There is a $25 processing fee for the tryouts, 
and participants will be required to sign a waiver of liability. 
 Participants should plan to arrive no later than 10 a.m. Questions about the 
tryouts should be directed to Ravens’ head coach Scott R. Gernander at 281-476-
1849 in the men’s basketball office. The San Jacinto College Central campus is 
located at 8060 Spencer Highway in Pasadena. 
 For more information about San Jacinto College men’s basketball or any of 
the other athletic programs, visit sanjacsports.com. 

Beverly Hills Intermediate Speed Camp
 South Belt area youths age 8 to 15 are invited to take part in the four-week 
Beverly Hills Intermediate Bears’ Speed Camp on campus. The dates include 
June 6-9, June 13-16, June 20-23 and June 27-30, all days from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Participants will receive instruction and training in agility, directionality, differ-
entially, muscle strength, muscle endurance and more.  
 Cost of the camp, which includes a T-shirt if payment is completed by May 
20, is $60 cash only. A $10 late fee will be applied after May 20. The Pasadena 
Independent School District does not provide medical insurance coverage for 
these types of summer or extracurricular activities, so parents are responsible for 
such coverage. 
 Participants should wear proper athletic attire, including shorts and tennis 
shoes and T-shirt, to the sessions. Payment should be made at the front office at 
Beverly Hills Intermediate. For more information, call Ben Portis at 713-299-
0251.

Beverly Hills Intermediate Hoops Camp
 Local youths are invited to take part in the Beverly Hills Intermediate bas-
ketball camp, to be held June 6-9 in the school’s gymnasiums. Participants will 
receive instruction in all phases of the game, including shooting, passing, re-
bounding, team offense and defense, dribbling and more.
 Cost of the camp, which includes a T-shirt, is $30 cash only. The Pasadena In-
dependent School District does not provide medical insurance coverage for these 
types of summer or extracurricular activities, so parents are responsible for such 
coverage. 
 Participants should wear proper athletic attire, including shorts and tennis 
shoes and T-shirt, to the camp. Payment should be made at the front office at 
Beverly Hills Intermediate. For more information, call Ben Portis at 713-299-
0251.

Dobie voluntary strength/conditioning
 The Dobie High School Summer Conditioning Camp will be held June 13 
through July 14, each Monday through Thursday, at the school. All incoming 
ninth-grade through 12th-grade student-athletes are invited to attend. 
 The first session will run from 7 to 9 a.m., and the second will run from 9 to 11 
a.m. A typical day will include weight work followed by a conditioning  session.
 Cost of the camp, which includes a T-shirt, is $40 cash, money order or credit 
card only, if paid by June 10. A $10 late fee will apply for walk-ups. 
 The Pasadena Independent School District does not provide medical insurance 
coverage for these types of summer or extracurricular activities, so parents are 
responsible for such coverage. 
 Participants should wear proper athletic attire, including shorts, tennis shoes 
and T-shirt, to the camp. Members of the Dobie High School coaching staff will 
oversee the camp.
 For more information about the camp, direct email to Dobie varsity football 
head coach and summer conditioning camp director Mike Norman at MNor 
man@pasadenaisd.org.

JFD youth basketball camp June 13-16
 The Dobie High School boys’ basketball coaching staff is set to host the 2016 
Longhorns’ youth camp June 13-16, at the school. The camp, which will run 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., is $50 per student. Participants will receive instruction 
in all phases of the games, and take part in various basketball competitions and 
games. 
 The camp is open to those students who will enter the sixth through ninth 
grades as of the 2016-2017 school year.  The preferred payment method is http://
pasadenaisd.revtrak.net. Parents may also register their children by money order. 
Send entry form and payment to Attn: J. Frank Dobie High School, Leslie Rustin 
– basketball camp, 10220 Blackhawk, Houston, Texas, 77089.

South Belt sports news, notes

Standout Dobie High School varsity tennis player                                     
Luis Cabreja (seated center) will continue his edu-
cation and playing career at Schreiner University 
in Kerrville after signing a letter of intent with the 
Mountaineers. Those with Cabreja at the signing in-
cluded, left to right, (seated) Bill Hume (stepfather), 
Lilliam Cabreja-Hume (mother), (standing) Man-
uel Moreno Jr. (Dobie varsity tennis coach), Leisha 
Lewis (Cabreja’s chemistry instructor), Jose Cabre-
ja (brother, a Dobie graduate and current baseball 
player at Texas Southern University), Yvette Giron 
(Cabreja’s IPC instructor) and Mike Van Essen 

(Dobie assistant principal). Luis Cabreja, the Long-
horns’ team captain and No. 1 boys’ player, fi nished 
his senior year with a second-place fi nish in singles 
at the District 22-6A Tennis Championships and a 
berth in the Class 6A Region III Tennis Champion-
ships. Luis Cabreja, a United States Tennis Associ-
ation-Texas Section championship-level player and 
three-year letterman, also placed third in singles at 
the 41-team Beachcomber Tennis Classic in Galves-
ton this spring. During the 2015 spring portion of the 
season, Cabreja teamed with Theresa Tran to reach 
regionals in mixed doubles.         

Dobie’s Cabreja headed to Schreiner tennis Houston Defender basketball 7s win Spring Super Fest

The Houston Defenders, a seventh-grade select boys’ basketball 
team that includes several South Belt area players, captured fi rst 
place at the Spring Super Fest in Richmond. In the championship 
game, the Defenders dominated the action en route to a 55-27 win 
over the HK Express. Members of the team are, left to right, (front 
row)  Jonathan Baldwin (Beverly Hills), Kayvon Dixon (Beverly 

Hills), Joshua Martin (Clear Lake Intermediate), Keion Thomp-
son (Beverly Hills), Damian Garcia (Beverly Hills), Braeden Shaf-
fer (Space Center Intermediate), Landen Shaffer (Space Center), 
(back row) coach Mike Rogers, Michael Purdom (Pearland Junior 
High West), Alex Harrington (League City Intermediate), Aus-
tin Sikes (League City) and Jeremiah Campbell (Space Center).

Challenger Sports youth soccer events coming to South Belt community
Continued from Page 1B
learn, grow and share a 
positive and educational 
camp experience, which 

not only develops suc-
cess on the field, but also 
inspires confidence, hap-
piness and builds self-es-

teem.
Camp provides?

 The key to any mem-
orable childhood experi-

ence, is fun. 
 The Challenger camp 
culture is centered on 
making learning fun and 
their British coaching 
staff are famous for the 
way they are able to enter-
tain, engage and educate 
the campers throughout 
the week.
 Challenger’s unique 
1,000 touches coaching 
syllabus provides an in-
novative daily regimen of 
foot skills, moves, jug-
gling, tactical practices 
and daily tournament play 

which will enhance tech-
nical skill. 
 But it’s not just about 
the game. Challeng-
er Sports uses soccer to 
teach respect, responsi-
bility, integrity, leadership 
and sportsmanship.
 Then there’s the ever 
popular Camp World Cup, 
bringing both friendly 
competition and cultural 
variety to each day. 
 The daily tournament 
gives campers the chance 
to represent a world cup 
team, with extra points 

being awarded for them 
making up chants, wear-
ing the team colors of 
their chosen country, cre-
ating flags, and learning 
as much as they can about 
their chosen country’s cul-
ture.
 The South Belt Youth 
Soccer  Club is offering 
“British Soccer Camp” 
sessions for the following 
ages:
 *Ages 3 to 4 –  First 
Kicks  9 to 10 a.m.   $93
 *Ages 5 to 6 – Mini 
Soccer  10:30 a.m. to 

noon  $107
 *Ages 7 to 16  half 
day  9 a.m. to noon   $145
 Teams are also wel-
come to attend and receive 
a week of focused in-
struction to prepare them 
for the fall season – team 
camp rates are available.  
Contact the Challenger 
representative listed be-
low.
 Each camper will re-
ceive a free camp T-shirt, 
a free ball, a free soccer 
poster and a personalized 
skills evaluation. 

 In addition, any child 
who signs up online with 
challenger at least 45 days 
prior to camp will receive 
a genuine British soccer 
replica jersey (value $39).
 Space is limited – par-
ents are encouraged to 
sign up online in advance 
to avoid disappointment.  
 To register participants, 
visit www.challenger 
sports.com or contact your 
local Challenger represen-
tative.
 For more information, 
call Mike Rees at 512-416 

-7706 or direct email to 
mrees@challengersports.
com.
 So it’s a busy summer 
ahead for the South Belt 
Soccer Club, and there are 
opportunities for some of 
the league’s young players 
to develop and improve 
ahead of the fall, 2016 sea-
son.
 Challenger Sports is 
on board to help with that 
development, and the pro-
grams are designed to aide 
players of all ages and 
abilities.
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CALENDAR

      THINK
 MONEY

THINK

THE
CLASSIFIEDS

buy...
you’ll save 

money!
sell...
you’ll 
make 

money!

Call 
Today

281-
481-5656

THURSDAY, MAY 19
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, in Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club 
at 281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners 
Group of AA, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For informa-
tion, call 713-856-1611.

6 p.m.
Texas German Society, South Belt (SE) Chapter – A 
social group interested in the culture, music, heritage 
and language of German immigrants in Texas. Meets 
monthly on the third Thursday, 6 p.m., in the Fellowship 
Hall of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 10310 Scarsdale 
Blvd. Visitors welcome. Call 281-481-1238 for informa-
tion.

6:30 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – ESL classes Tuesday and Thursday, 
6:30 p.m. at the church, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Course, 
books and child care are free. For information, call 281-
484-9243 or visit www.crossroads-umc.org.
Survivors of Suicide Support Group – offers support 
and coping skills in a non-threatening environment to 
adults who have lost a loved one to suicide. For details 
and  location, call 713-533-4500 or visit www.crisishot
line.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group of NA, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), 
Pearland, First Presbyterian Church (youth building). For 
information, call 713-856-1611.
Al-Anon (English) – Support for family and friends of 

alcoholics/addicts, 7 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, room 215. Call 281-
487-8787, or just drop in.
Alateen – Support for teenagers, friends and family 
members of alcoholics/addicts, 7 p.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, 
room 208. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – AA meetings are Thursdays, 
8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 
p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. 
For information, call 713-204-2481.

FRIDAY,  MAY 20
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through 
Friday, 7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. 
Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Interfaith Care Partners – ministry at St. Frances 
Cabrini Catholic Church, 10727 Hartsook St. for those 
with Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, strokes, etc. and caretak-
ers, meets on the third Friday, 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., with 
continental breakfast, arts, crafts, exercises, entertain-
ment, devotional break, lunch, and bingo game. Family 
members or acquaintances  are invited. For information, 
call the church at 713-946-5768; Claudia Rojas, Interfaith 
Care Partners, at 713-682-5995; or visit www.interfaith
carepartners.org.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. 
Call the club at 281-480-1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – West End Group of AA, 
noon, Shepherd of the Heart United Methodist Church, 
12005 County Road 39, Pearland. For information, call 
713-856-1611.

6 p.m.

Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Support for 
family/friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 6 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church,  room 215, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena. 
Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St.,  Pearland. For informa-
tion, call 713-856-1611.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.
Al-Anon – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on Friday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.
Serenity Now Al-Anon Group – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Friday, 8 to 9 p.m. Family members and friends 
of problem drinkers or addicts learn they are not alone, 
share, learn principles of Al-Anon and learn about choic-
es available to them. 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For details, 
call 281-484-9243.

SATURDAY, MAY 21
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, 
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Cornell Conference 
room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, 
open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For informa-
tion, call 713-856-1611.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For women 
whose lives are affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 
a.m., First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Cornell Conference Room. 111. Call 

281-487-8787, or just drop in.
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 
281-480-1911 for details.

7 p.m.
Bay Area Bluegrass Association – holds a bluegrass 
music show and jam session monthly, the third Saturday, 
except August and December. Stage show begins at 7 
p.m. Pickers may bring instruments and come earlier. 
Free. Johnny Arolfo Civic Center, 300 Walker, League 
City. For details, visit http://www.bayareabluegrass.org.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads 
UMC on Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 
p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-
484-9243.

SUNDAY, MAY 22
1 p.m.

Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Saturday and 
Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call 281-480-
1911 for details.

2 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – Sunday and 
Tuesday, 2 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. For details or 
classes, contact Dr. Glandorf at drglandorf@sbcglobal.
net or call 281-488-6318.
Grief Support Group – For adults who have lost a loved 
one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter and 
Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist Church 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy. For details, call 281-
487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., Chapel of the Educational Building 
at Life Church in Houston, 9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 
713-419-2635 for information or to RSVP for child care.

Five San Jacinto College volleyball players signed letters of in-
tent to continue their education and playing careers at four-year 
universities. The players include, left to right, (seated) Manon 
Geoffrey (Marquette University), Erlicia Griffi th (University of 
Evansville) and Kerstin Jenkins (Texas Woman’s University). 
Those with them at the signing included (standing) Sharon Nel-

son, volleyball head coach and athletic director at San Jacinto 
College and  Jeff Pearce, assistant volleyball coach at San Jacin-
to College. Not pictured are San Jac volleyball players Hannah 
Baker (Chaminade University) and Anna Rodrigues (New Jersey 
Institute of Technology).           Photo by Jeannie Peng-Armao, SJC

 Five San Jacinto Col-
lege volleyball players have 
signed national letters of in-
tent to continue their educa-
tion and volleyball careers 
with four-year universities.
 Manon Geoffroy, a libe-
ro from Bordeaux, France, 
signed with Marquette Uni-
versity in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin.
 In 2016, Marquette ad-
vanced to the second round 
of the NCAA Division I 
tournament.
 Kerstin Jenkins, an out-
side hitter/right side hitter 
from Magnolia, signed to 
attend Texas Woman’s Uni-
versity in Denton. 
 Heading into the 2016, 
the TWU volleyball pro-
gram has qualifi ed for 
the Lone Star Conference 
tournament 13 consecutive 
years. 

 Erlicia Griffi th, a middle 
blocker and right side hitter 
from Wharton, signed with 
the University of Evansville 
in Indiana. 
 Looking to rebound from 
an 8-24 campaign in 2015, 
Evansville has inked fi ve 
newcomers for 2016.
 Hannah Baker, a set-
ter from Bellville, Texas, 
signed to continue her stud-
ies at Chaminade Univer-
sity of Honolulu in Hawaii. 
 Last season, the Sil-
verswords went 19-9 and 
fi nished 12-8 in Pac West 
Conference play.
 Anna Rodrigues, a setter 
and right side hitter from 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, signed 
to play at the New Jersey 
Institute of Technology in 
Newark.
 A season ago, NJIT went 
6-25 overall but is looking 

to bounce back with help 
from Rodrigues.
 Geoffroy, a second-team 
All-American selection, led 
the team in digs, with a 5.42 
per set average (873 total).  
 That total mark also led 
the Region XIV conference 
and ranked second in the 
nation. 
 During the season, she 
broke into the college’s 
top 10 record holders eight 
times for digs in a single 
match. 
 She was second on the 
team in service aces with 
31, was the Region XIV 
South Libero of the Year, 
was named to the Region 
XIV South all-conference 
fi rst team and to the all-
tournament team at the Re-
gion XIV tournament.
 With 432 total kills (2.77 
per set), Jenkins was the 

team’s offensive leader. 
 The Region XIV South 
fi rst-team selection also had 
431 total digs (2.76 per set) 
and 64 total blocks.
 Griffi th hit .233 on the 
year behind 191 total kills 
(1.57 per set). She was 
second on the team in total 
blocks with 97, and was a 
Region XIV South Confer-
ence second-team selection.
 Baker was the team’s as-
sist leader with 999 total, 
and 6.13 per set, good for 
fi fth in the league. 
 She played in 163 sets 
last season, the second most 
in a single season ever at 
San Jacinto College.
 Rodrigues saw limited 
action this year due to an in-
jury but fi nished the season 
with a 2.11 kills per set av-
erage, the fourth-best kills 
per set average on the team.

 “This is what our athletic 
program is all about, pre-
paring our student athletes 
for their next step in higher 
education,” said head coach 
Sharon Nelson, who also 
serves as San Jacinto Col-
lege athletic director. 
 “We’ve truly enjoyed 
watching these young wom-
en grow as volleyball play-
ers. They have played an 
instrumental role in our suc-
cess these past two years. 
We look forward to seeing 
what all they accomplish at 
their universities.”
 All fi ve helped SJC earn 
its 16th overall appearance 
at the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association 
National Volleyball Cham-
pionship, held last year in 
Casper, Wyoming. San Jac 
ended the 2015 season with 
a 28-15 overall record.

Five SJC volleyball players to advance

Kristel Reid (left), Kaelynn Wilson (center) and Van-
essa Jones (right) were recognized by the National 
Junior College Athletic Association Region XIV for 
their outstanding play during the 2015-2016 season. 

With the players is San Jacinto College women’s 
basketball head coach Michael Madrid (front).
                                                        Photo by Rob Vanya

 Three San Jacinto Col-
lege women’s basketball 
players earned postseason 
honors with spots on the 
All-Region XIV, all-con-
ference, and all-tourna-
ment teams. 
 Vanessa Jones (Dallas/ 
Flower Mound Marcus 
High School), Kaelynn 
Wilson (San Antonio 
Wagner High School) and 
Kristel Reid (Rosenberg 
Terry High School) each 
received postseason rec-
ognition by the league.
 Jones, a 5-foot-10-inch 
sophomore guard, was 
named to the All-Region 
and All-conference teams, 
as well as the Region XIV 
All-tournament team. 
 She played in all of San 
Jacinto’s 33 games, mak-
ing 32 starts. 
 Jones’ 13.6 points per 
game average was eighth 
in the nation, and she 
ranked second nationally 

in three-point goals with 
85 total (251 attempts). 
 Jones also had 106 as-
sists, which was seventh 
best in the country. She 
has committed to continue 
her education and basket-
ball career at Angelo State 
University, a National 
Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation Division II institu-
tion, in San Angelo.
 Wilson was an All-
Region selection after 
averaging 13.3 points per 
game, a mark that ranked 
10th overall. 
 The 5’11” sophomore 
forward ranked seventh 
in the nation in total fi eld 
goals (171-343), and was 
20th in rebounds with a 
5.7 per game average. 
 She has signed a letter 
of intent to continue her 
education and basketball 
career at the University of 
Texas–Permian Basin, a 
NCAA Division II institu-

tion in the Heartland Con-
ference.
 Reid earned a spot on 
the All-Conference team 
and the Region XIV All-
tournament team. 
 The 5’10” sopho-
more wing played in all 
33 games, starting in 20, 
averaging 7.8 points per 
game. 
 She ranked 12th in the 
nation in rebounds per 
game with a 6.7 mark, and 
was among the nation’s 
top shooters at 42.7 per-
cent (18th in the country).
 “We had a really suc-
cessful season this year, in 
large part due to Vanessa, 
Kaelynn and Kristel,” said 
head coach Michael Ma-
drid, who led San Jac to 
the regional tournament 
runner-up  spot in his fi rst 
season at the helm of the 
San Jacinto College wom-
en’s basketball program.  
 “Each one is deserving 

of these honors, and I’m 
extremely proud of their 
success, along with that of 
their teammates.”
 San Jac made history 
this season when it fi n-
ished as the regional run-
ner-up with a 22-11 over-
all record. 
 San Jac defeated Trinity 
Valley Community Col-
lege, 57-52, in semifi nal 
action of the Region XIV 
tournament to advance to 
the championship game 
against Blinn College.
 Tryouts for the 2016-
2017 season are sched-
uled for Saturday, May 21, 
2016, from 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m., at Nichols Gymna-
sium on the San Jacinto 
College North Campus.
 For more information 
about San Jacinto College 
women’s basketball or 
other athletic programs of-
fered by the college, visit 
sanjacsports.com.

San Jac women’s hoops trio honored

LSA’s Davis wins state 400m gold
At right, Lutheran 
South Academy track-
ster Terrell Davis won 
a bronze medal for his 
third-place fi nish in the 
400-meter run at the 
Texas Association of 
Private and Parochial 
Schools state track and 
fi eld meet at Baylor 
University in Waco. At 
49.95 seconds, Davis 
was able to capture 
one of three medals 
won by the Pioneers at 
the meet. As detailed 
in the May 12 Leader, 
LSA’s Jeremiah Rose 
won a golf medal for 
fi rst place in the triple 
jump, and Marleen 
Guerrero was a silver 
medalist in the triple 
jump. As for Davis, he 
nearly nabbed a second 
medal, taking fourth 
place in the 200-meter 
dash at 22.48.

Continued from Page 1B
zone at the Region XIV 
tournament, host San 
Jacinto reeled off three 
straight wins to clinch a 
national berth and then de-
feated national No. 1 Tyler 
a second time for the tour-
nament championship.
 Tyler, which entered the 
national tournament with a 
country-best 57-4 record, 
was seeded No. 1 in the 
tournament. 
 Salt Lake was at No. 
2, followed by Chipola 

Local track duo see careers end at state competition

(Fla.), Butler (KS.), Flor-
ida SouthWestern State, 
McLennan (Tex.), North-
east Oklahoma A&M, 
Yavapai (Ariz.), Walters 
State (TN), Wallace State 
(Ala.), Howard (Texas), 
Indian Hills (Iowa), Spar-
tanburg Methodist (S.C.) 

and Georgia Military.
 The double elimination 
tournament began May 18 
and runs through May 21.
 San Jacinto last com-
peted at nationals in 2014, 
finishing fourth. The pro-
gram has also enjoyed a 
third-place finish (2008).

Class 6A State Track and Field
Boys’ 100-meter dash – Jace Comick, Atascocita 10.47; 
Joseph Sheffi eld, Rowlett 10.52; Caleb Jollivette, Manvel 10.57; 
Brandon Taylor, Clear Brook 10.58.
Boys’ 200-meter dash – Kary Vincent Jr., Port Arthur Me-
morial 21.09; Jackson Gleeson, Mansfi eld 21.34; Jace Comick, 
Atascocita 21.57; Brandon Taylor, Clear Brook 21.68.
Girls’ Long jump – Tessa Mpagi, Woodlands 19’9 3/4”; Kay-
lor Harris, Mesquite Horn 19’ 1/2”; Samiyah Samuels, Cypress 
Springs 19’ 1/4”; Semitria Smith, Midland 18’10 3/4”; Lawren 
Tanner, Judson 18’ 5 1/2”; Taryn Milton, Cedar Hill 18’ 4 1/2”; 
Zuliat Alli, Mesquite Horn 17’ 10 1/4”; Kiara Pickins, Judson 
17’10 1/4”; Justice Henderson, Dobie 17’ 5 1/2”.

San Jacinto at nationals

Continued from Page 1B
the athletes had to com-
pete under the same con-
ditions. It just wasn’t to be 
for Taylor or Henderson.
 But one day at the state 
meet does not measure a 
career, and both Hender-
son and Taylor have been 
the best of the best during 
their respective prep ca-
reers.

 Henderson is the first 
Dobie track and field ath-
lete to reach state since the 
turn of the century, and 
Taylor has added to the 
legacy of terrific sprint-
ers at Clear Brook High 
School, including sev-
eral great ones who never 
reached Austin’s state 
meet.
 Now, it’s on to the col-

lege scene for both. 
 Henderson will long 
jump at the University of 
Houston but could also 
find herself a contributor 
in the relays.
 As for Taylor, he will 
run the sport sprints both 
during the indoor and out-
door seasons at the Uni-
versity of Miami. Let the 
next step take place.
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Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local news
and updates 
between 
issues!

Turn those unwanted items in 
your garage and closets into cash. 
Bring ads into the Leader office 
by Tuesday or use the mail slot 

by the front door.

11555 Beamer Rd. • 281-481-565611555 Beamer Rd. • 281-481-5656

To submit items for the 

CALENDAR
at the South Belt-Ellington Leader 

Send an email to: 
mynews@southbeltleader.com

Advertise in 
the Leader!

281-
481-5656
www.south
beltleader.

com
Support 

Leader
 advertisers!

Support Leader advertisers!

HELP WANTED
COMPUTER

COMPUTER REPAIR. South 
Belt Area. Free Estimates.
New Computers For Sale. 
Deal with a Technician Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 713-
991-1355. 5-26
SOUTHBELT - Data-Sys-
tems - Hard Drive Data Re- 
covery - Linux Installation. 
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, 
281-922-4160. E-mail: sds 
@walkerlaw.com TF

GARAGE SALE
11407 FRUITWOOD DR. Sat 
& Sun, May 21 & 22, 8 a.m. - 3 
p.m. Lots of great buys.  5-19

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS: $7,500 SIGN-ON!! 
Dedicated Account hauling 
PODS brand containers. 

VOLUNTEERS
SOUGHT

The
Southeast VFD 

needs you!
We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS De-
partment. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving re-
cord check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 7PM 
at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very limited 
training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon acceptance. If 
you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, Forest Service, 
Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You can visit our web-
site:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an application package 
and see some of the activities that we participate in yearly.  Please come to one 
of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and join us in this very impor-
tant and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and needed part of our growing 
community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  Your community needs you!  

Looking 
to sell 

or lease 
your home?

Let us
help you!

Place an 
ad in the 

South 
Belt-

Ellington 
Leader's 
weekly 

Real Estate 
section!

11555 
Beamer 

281-
481-5656

Continued from Page 3B
SUNDAY, MAY 22

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Candlelight Meeting, Sunday, 6:30 p.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA meets 
Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. Main St., Pearland. For information, call 
713-856-1611.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? Meetings are on 
Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 
9 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For 
information, call 713-204-2481.

MONDAY, MAY 23
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays 10 to 11 a.m. Literature Study. In 
His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. 
Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409-454-5720 
for information, or just drop in.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-
1911 for details.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P 
Street, Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of church. 
Call 409- 454-5720 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of AA 
meets at noon at 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For more information, 
call 713-856-1611.

3:15 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech 
therapy for adults with Parkinson’s, 3:15 to 4:45 p.m., Clear Lake 
Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Visit 
www.hapsonline.org for details. 

  6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Mondays at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua, 6 
p.m. Come and improve crossword game playing skills. Call 281-
488-2923 for information.

6:30 p.m.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – meets 
Mondays at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2535 E. Broadway (FM 
518), Pearland. Enter door next to recycling bins. For information, 
call 713-865-3668 or visit www.oahouston.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.
Friends Helping Friends Grief Support Group – meets Mondays, 
Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., 
Webster, 7 to 8:15 p.m., in the Team Conference Room. Anyone 
who’s lost a loved one is welcome. Free. For information, call Mrs. 
Barry Craven at 281-486-4241 or R. Sanchez at 281-337-4365.

7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – New AA meeting, Saint Luke’s 
Group, 12 Step Recovery Program, open meeting Monday, 7:30 to 
8:30 p.m. in the Education Building, 11011 Hall Road, 77089. For 
more information, call Russell Garcia at 832-483-6715.
Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Israeli Folk Dancing on Monday, 
7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 16020 El Camino Real, 77062. $4/session or 
$35/10 sessions for CSH members and $5/session or $45/10 ses-
sions for nonmembers. Everyone is welcome. For information, con-
tact 281-488-5861 or csh@shaarhashalom.org.  

TUESDAY,  MAY 24
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., in 
the Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or 
drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include diora-
mas, an old-time kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. 
Tuesday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 204 S. Main, 
Pasadena. For information, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
American Begonia Society – Houston Satellite meets on the 
fourth Tuesday, Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Pkwy. (on the lake 
side), Seabrook. For information, call Joe at 281-481-2458.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 
10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 for 
details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of AA 
meets at noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For information, call 713-
856-1611.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., Golf-
crest Country Club, 2509 Country Club Dr., Pearland. Lunch is $15. 
Variety of interesting speakers. For information, call 281-900-7257 
or visit nalix@texascitizensbank.com.

1 p.m.
Ballroom Dance Practice – Tuesdays, Hometown Heroes Park. 
Enjoy a variety of ballroom music, free dancing,1 to 3 p.m., on a 
beautiful fl oating hardwood fl oor. Instructor available to assist. Ev-
eryone is welcome! For questions, call 281-554-1180. 1001 East 
League City Pkwy.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – #1530 meets at the Sagemont 
Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Rd., 1:30 p.m. For informa-
tion, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.
Clear Lake Bridge Club Lab Class – Sunday and Tuesday, 2 p.m., 
16614 Sea Lark, 77062. For details or classes, contact Dr. Glandorf 
at drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or call 281-488-6318.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Support for fam-
ily/friends of alcoholics/addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 
6 p.m., First United Methodist Church, room 215, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.

6:30 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – ESL classes Tuesday and Thursday, 6:30 
p.m. at the church, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Course, books and child 
care are free. For information, call 281-484-9243 or visit www.
crossroads-umc.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.
Houston Space City Lions Club – Meets the second and fourth 
Tuesday, 7 p.m., at Luby's (11595 Fuqua). For information, call 
George Malone at 281-438-7243.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are 
held Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 
to 9 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For 
information, call 713-204-2481.

WEDNESDAY,  MAY 25
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy., 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or 
drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Young at Heart Club – Meets the second and fourth week monthly 
(except November and December) at Covenant United Methodist 
Church, 7900 Fuqua. Lots of activities, trips, etc. Call Nellie Galney 
at 713-991-3517 for information.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Open games Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-
1911 for details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of AA 
meets at noon at 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For information, call 713-
856-1611.

1 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – has free Hump Day Dance to practice 
ballroom dance, 1 to 3:30 p.m.  Wednesdays, 1001 E. League City 
Pkwy. League City nonresidents must purchase activity card. Help 
is available to assist learning dance moves. For details, call Neva 
Schroder at 417-838-2204.

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Invites everyone to the Wednesday night 
service beginning with a light meal and fellowship at 5:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by a praise, worship and prayer service at 6:30 p.m., then a 
Bible study led by both pastors (English and Spanish). Everyone is 
welcome!

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Support for family/
friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 
6 p.m., First United Methodist Church,  room 215, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of NA, open 
meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church-youth bldg. For information, call 713-856-1611.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center  – Confidential 
domestic violence support group for women. Call 281-338-7600 or 
visit www.bayareaturningpoint.org for information. 24-hour crisis 
hotline is 281-286-2525. Must first make an appointment by phone 
to be eligible to go to the group support meeting.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale 
Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243.

THURSDAY, MAY 26
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, 
in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or 
just drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – 299’er games Tuesday and Thursday, 
10 a.m., 16614 Sea Lark, 77062. Call the club at 281-480-1911 for 
details.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of AA, 
noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For information, call 713-856-1611.

6:30 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association meets at the Sagemont Park and 
Recreation Center on Hughes Road. For more information call 
Ericka McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990.

6:30 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – ESL classes Tuesday and Thursday, 6:30 
p.m. at the church, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Course, books and child 
care are free. For information, call 281-484-9243 or visit www.
crossroads-umc.org.
Well Spouse Support Group – meets at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 
Scarsdale, the last Thursday of each month with those who are the 
husband, wife or partner of a chronically ill/disabled person, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Free childcare provided. No meetings in Nov. or Dec. For 
information, contact Jennifer Miller at houstonwellspouse@gmail.
com or 713-724-2360, or visit http://www.wellspouse.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group of NA, open meet-
ing, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian 
Church (youth building). For information, call 713-856-1611.
Al-Anon (English) – Support for family and friends of alcoholics/
addicts, 7 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Pasadena, room 215. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.
Alateen – Support for teenagers, friends and family members of 
alcoholics/addicts, 7 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 
Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, room 208. Call 281-487-8787, or just 
drop in.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – AA meetings are Thursdays, 8:30 to 
9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta St. For information, call 713-204-
2481.

CALENDAR

LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words - $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

Safety Bonuses, Great 
Benefits! 401k, $1k for driver 
referrals! Regular hometime! 
OwnerOperators welcome! 
CDL-A w/exp. 855-205-6361  
 5-26

LOST & FOUND
FOUND BICYCLE in bushes 
on South Belt Leader prop-
erty. Please call to identify. 
281-481-5656 TF

REAL ESTATE
FAMILY LOOKING for a nice 
3 bedroom rental home in 
the Sagemont area. Please 
call 713-505-2081 5-26

SERVICES
LISTED CHILDCARE PRO-
VIDER: 20 yrs Registered 
w/state, CPR & First Aid. 
References. Infants and 

Looking to fill a full-time or part-time position?

Let us help you!
Place an ad in the South Belt-Ellington Leader's weekly 

Help Wanted section!

11555 Beamer        281-481-5656

older - large playroom, activi-
ties,  hot meals. Charlene 
281-481-8277 6-2
I PROVIDE ELDERLY 
CARE. Dr. appt., grocery 
shopping, meal prepara-
tions, light housekeeping, 
bathing assistance. In home 
companionship. Hourly care. 
References. Ava - 281-797-
4791 5-19
AFFORDABLE PAINTING 
Remodeling, painting interi-
or/ exterior, sheetrock instal-
lation &  repair. Wood fences 
& pressure washing. Free 
Estimates. 832-276-4820 or 
affordablepaintingpearland
tx@gmail.com     5-19
LANDSCAPING SERVICES 
Mulching, tree trimming, 
tree removal, wood fence 

American Legion Post 490
is looking to hire ais looking to hire a

Part-Time Cook
(prefer a U.S. Veteran)

Approx. 24 hours per week • $8.30 per hour to start

Interviews by appointment only.
281-481-1179

11702 Galveston Road
Houston, TX  77034
(across from Ellington Field)

Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation 
& Healthcare Center

Is seeking experienced full time 
and part time CNAs, PRN RNs 
and LVNs. If you want to work in a 
dynamic and fulfilling team 
environment, then Baywood  
Crossing is for you.
 

We offer competitive pay rates 
and benefits.
 

Please stop by and complete an 
application at 5020 Space Center 
Blvd., Pasadena Or give us a call 
at (713) 575-1800

installation and repair. 832-
466-2306 5-19
IRAQ VETERAN offering 
handyman services. Call 
Andy - 832-971-2808 for a 
formal estimate. Minor 
repairs, pressure washing, 
grass cuts, painting, etc. 
South  Belt - raised. 6-2

Congratulations to

Stephanie Love
J. Frank Dobie 
Class of 2016

Remember to keep God in your heart 
and he will guide you in the right 

direction. God Bless you.

We are so proud of all 

your accomplishments.

We Love you – Dad and Mom

PHOTO

HERE

Class of 2016Class of 2016
SAMPLE
SAMPLE

Honor Your 2016 Graduate 
in the June 2 issue!

Example:  This size ad is $66
plus $8 to include a picture

Deadline – May 26
Call the Leader at 281-481-5656

Many other sizes and styles to choose from

>



A & M PAINTING
• PAINTING • SHEETROCK • TAPE & FLOAT • DEMOLITION 

• HAULING • FENCES • CARPENTRY • PRESSURE WASHING

Alvaro Bravo 281-642-2939 Free Estimates

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Built Out 

VA & ADA experienced • 30 yrs. experience

832-891-4610We pride ourselves on 
quality workmanship.

Free 
Estimates

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

AADDRRIIAANNSS
TTRREEEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS..CCOOMM

713-501-0184713-501-0184
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NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  
A/C CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $21
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR
We service all major 

home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Etc.

Swimming Pool Demos
WE ARE INSURED

Business 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us

–– We also Haul Trash ––

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations

281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates

281-235-8073

Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local news
and updates 
between 
issues!

es 

$35 OFF
YOUR FIRST REPAIR

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

281-552-8357
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

WWW.ABACUSPLUMBINGAC.COM

Alan O’Neill, CEO, MPL 20628, TACLB 49330E
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No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!
Now printing small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information
281-484-4337

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• PLUMBING • SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE 
• FENCES • GARAGE CONVERSION
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

Let the Leader 
help with 

your advertising.

281-481-5656

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

LAWN & GARDEN

Support 
Leader advertisers!

Advertise in the Leader!
281-481-5656

www.southbeltleader.com

KW Painting
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Environmental Friendly Paint
• Sheetrock Repair

and Texturing
• Minor Carpentry

• Cabinet Refinishing
References Available

Free Estimates

281-773-3991

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 832-768-6292 or or 713-298-9267713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSUREDFREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
CALL TODAY !CALL TODAY ! WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDSWE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS

TACLB1954E

281-484-1818   4403 F.M.2351

Call for A/C Checkup                           

MPL39885
Licensed & Insured 

Whole House
Repipe Special

starting at
$5,995.00 

*This price is for single story home 
up to 9 fi xtures. Additional fi xtures or 
2-story home will be additional cost. 

No other discounts included.

FREE SEWER 
CAMERA 

INSPECTION 
with SEWER UNSTOP

*Camera service is free with 
regular charged drain unstop. No 

other discounts included.

All Major Credit Cards Accepted!

Fix Now  
Pay Later

Call for Details

www.smartchoiceplumbing.net

713-340-0404
We Are Now Located in South Belt

NEW SPECIALS ONLY AVAILABLE TO SOUTH BELT RESIDENTS

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Service

40 Gallon Rheem
Water Heater 

installed for
$975.00 

*This price is for 1st fl oor install 
only. Additional charges for 2nd 
fl oor or attic install may apply as 

well as for code upgrades.

AirstreamAirstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

Call for details and a FREE EVALUATION
281-481-6308

DUCTWORKDUCTWORK
SPECIALSPECIAL 20% 

OFF

Homes can lose up to 30% Homes can lose up to 30% 
of energy due to poor air ducts!of energy due to poor air ducts!

“Save Money, Shop Local”

281-692-1684MPL #18439

COMPLETE KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS
Granite, Glass & Tile • Custom Wood Cabinets

Call today to set up an appointment.
Financing Available

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN
5828 W. Broadway, Pearland, TX  77581

Looking to 
improve your yard 

the easy way?

Call the

Leader 
Advertisers 

for your Lawn 
& Garden!

11555 
Beamer

281-
481-5656

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

Call about our Preseason A/C Systems
Upgrade Specials Save $1,000’s 

TACLB002755C

SUMMER 
CHECK-UP 

TIME!

$49.95 A/C Check Up
3 Ton A/C Starting at $1,895 • Complete Only $3,995

Financing WAC • 12 Months Same as Cash

A&E Mechanical
281-471-2725281-471-2725

www.anemechanical.com TACLA11596C
FREE 

2nd Opinion

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
           Will Beat Most Estimates

• WATER DAMAGE REPAIR  WATER DAMAGE REPAIR • POWER WASHING  POWER WASHING 
• SHEET ROCK REPAIR • WALLPAPER REMOVAL 

• PAINTING - INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
• ROTTEN WOOD REPAIR & SIDING

• BATHROOM REMODELING • PLUMBING

Jim Elder
281-484-2685 • 832-692-7754

E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

All Major Credit Cards Accepted!

281-847-1111

John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

www.lighthouseelectric1111.comwww.lighthouseelectric1111.com TECL #19197TECL #19197

Master ElectricianMaster Electrician
Johnny R. GibbsJohnny R. Gibbs

JT Garage Door Systems
Repair, Replace, Install

Over 20 Years of Experience
Contact Jason Teel

 281-991-7697

Free 
Estimates
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Dobie quarterbacks’ coach Charles Washington (right) chats with Jacob Sulak 
after a fourth-period workout as the Longhorns continued to prepare for the 
summer offseason as well as the start of two-a-days in August.  At present, Su-
lak is the Longhorns’ back-up quarterback at the varsity level. Once school lets 
out next month, Dobie won’t gather as a full team until Aug. 1. 

Mike Norman, heading into his second summer as Dobie’s varsity football head 
coach, is excited about some of the mind-set changes and improvements he’s 
seen in the program from this time last year to now. Dobie is not taking part 
in spring football drills and will, therefore, start two-a-day workouts Monday, 
Aug. 1, in preparation for the 2016 season.                                Photos by John Bechtle

Allied Foundations

 281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

Continued from Page 1B
players, getting to know 
existing coaches on the 
staff and bringing in new 
offensive and defensive 
coordinators.
 From day one, there 
were high hopes. Norman 
told the Leader last spring 
that he didn’t accept the 
position of the Longhorns’ 
varsity football head 
coach simply to settle for 
5-5 each season. 
 At the varsity level, Do-
bie has reached the post-
season every year since 
2010. 
 But over the past four 
seasons, the Longhorns 
have gone 21-22 overall, 
including a 5-6 finish in 
2015 after an 0-4 start. 
There hasn’t been a play-
off win celebrated at Do-
bie since 2004.
 Yet with realignment 
sending the likes of Pear-
land, Manvel and Daw-
son elsewhere beginning 
with the 2016-2017 school 
year, things could be look-
ing up. Norman certainly 
believes as much.
 “The offseason so far 
has been great all the way 

around,” Norman said.  
 “We are all on the same 
page as far as what is ex-
pected from the guys, and 
they know what to expect 
with us, too. 
 “We had goals head-
ing into last season, but in 
order to reach those goals 
you have to take the neces-
sary steps. 
 “We’ve done a great 
job with that. You can do 
all of the weight room and 
running, but there’s also 
understanding the impor-
tance of team here.
 “I think our guys under-
stand their roles. Whether 
someone is a starter, a 
back-up player or some-
one who plays on special 
teams, every member of 
the team is important. 
 “We need everybody 
handling their job in the 
name of the team. I’ve 
been very pleased with 
work habits and the heart 
that a lot of these guys 
have shown. It’s all im-
portant when you’re talk-
ing about taking that next 
step.”
 Dobie has already com-
peted in a 7-on-7 tourna-

Dejuan Dixson stepped up big for the Longhorns as a sophomore linebacker in 
2015. Now, Dixson will be expected to be a leader of a linebacking crew that will 
lose  several key contributors through graduation next month.

ment or two and will once 
again take part in the 7-on-
7 league hosted by Pear-
land at The Rig beginning 
next month.
 There is also a volun-
tary strength and condi-
tioning camp open to all 
Dobie student-athletes 
beginning in June and run-
ning through the middle of 
July. 
 Beyond that, though, 
the Longhorns will be ex-
pected, to a man, to handle 
much of their own busi-
ness over the summer in 
preparation for the start 
of official workouts Aug. 
3.  
 “By the rules, we can 
only be with them so 
much as coaches and over-
see what they are doing,” 
Norman noted.
 “There’s a period of 
about five weeks in there 
where a lot of guys are 
just going to have to do it 
on their own. You always 
hope they view that as an 
opportunity.
 “But it still goes back to 
doing your part as an in-
dividual to help the good 
of the team. No team can 

get it done with one or 
two guys. Football is a 
team game. Coaches and 
teammates can’t always 
be pushing you. I think 
our guys have a good un-
derstanding about doing 
the extra when no one else 
is looking, to do the little 
things it takes to get bet-
ter.”
 Dobie offensive line-
man Brandon Flores and 
Trey Poskey, a defen-
sive end, both are of the 
thought process that the 
Longhorns will indeed be 
ready.
 Both players are excited 
about what has transpired 
within the program from 
a year ago to now, and be-
lieve the future is bright.
 “Our intensity and en-
thusiasm for the game has 
definitely picked up since 
the time coach Norman 
got here,” Flores said.
 “We’ve definitely 
changed the way we do 
things around here. It’s 
all about effort and giv-
ing 100 percent every day. 
That’s the only way we are 
going to reach our goals.”
 Poskey agreed, saying, 
“We have had a chance to 
grow up together in this 
program and see the ben-
efit of working together as 
a team.
 “Right now, we’re just 
trying to get in as many 
reps as possible. There’s 
a better understanding of 
what we are trying to do 
defensively. That’s a big 
help from this year since 
last year.
 “We are more accus-

tomed to what needs to be 
done. The plays are some 
of the same as before but 
with different names. 
Overall, guys are more 

comfortable.”
 The owner of a state 
championship ring from 
his days as an assistant 
at Pearland High School, 

Norman is at Dobie to 
help the Longhorns take 
that next big step. It’s a 
football program with a 
proud tradition, and sev-

eral assistant coaches are 
Dobie graduates. Every-
one is pulling in the same 
direction. But the facts are 
the facts. The Longhorns 
would love nothing more 
than to eventually reach 
the second round of the 
playoffs and beyond, be-
ginning in 2016.
 “I think it’s important 
to get off to a good start 
with a win in that first 
game (Saturday, Aug. 27, 
versus Summer Creek at 
Veterans Stadium).
 “That can set the tone 
for us. Then we play at 
Clear Springs, and I still 
feel like we should’ve 
beaten them last year. I 
didn’t schedule any games 
that I thought would give 
us a break. That’s not 
how you get better and 
ultimately win playoff 
games.”
 The summer break is 
important for each player 

in the program. The Long-
horns presumably know 
who will start at a variety 
of positions. At present, 
Jeremy Davis is the starter 
at quarterback, while Mor-
ris will get a lot of work in 
the backfield.
 The offensive line re-
turns several starters, in-
cluding Flores. At receiver 
and tight end, the Long-
horns have Jacoby Davis, 
Breon Simmons, Ryan 
Pair, Jeremiah Hernandez 
and others.
 On the defensive side, 
Ke’montre Lowe is a 
playmaker in the second-
ary, and Westley Crooms, 
Daniel Williams and oth-
ers loom. 
 Dixson is back at line-
backer, and there will be 
others. Poskey is on the 
defensive front, and he 
will have help. By Aug. 1, 
there’s little doubt things 
will come together.

Turning the page: JFD football intent on big step forward


