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Church holds egg hunt
 Kirkwood South Christian Church, 10811 
Kirkfair, will hold its annual Easter egg hunt 
Saturday, March 26, from 10 a.m. until noon. 
All children under the age of 12 are invited to 
participate. Each child should bring a basket. 
There will be crafts and refreshments in addi-
tion to the egg hunt. The community is invited. 
For more information, call 281-481-0004.

Leader holiday set
 The offi ces of the South Belt-Ellington 
Leader will be closed Friday, March 25, in 
observance of the Easter holiday. They will 
reopen on Monday, March 28, at 9 a.m. Poten-
tial news stories may be emailed to mynews@
southbeltleader.com.

CBC MUD holiday closing
 The offi ces of Clear Brook City Municipal 
Utility District will be closed Friday, March 
25, in observance of the Easter holiday. They 
will reopen on Monday, March 28, at 8 a.m. 
For convenience, payments may be left in the 
drop box located on the drive-through window 
side of the building.

Moore offers scholarships
 The Moore Elementary Student Council will 
offer four scholarships to graduating seniors at 
Dobie High School who attended Moore in the 
fourth grade. Applications are available through 
the Dobie senior counselor’s offi ce and must be 
returned by Friday, April 1, to be considered.

Kirkwood South to meet
 The Kirkwood South Homeowners’ Asso-
ciation will hold a meeting Thursday, March 
31, at Judge Jo Ann Delgado’s courtroom, 
located at the intersection of Scarsdale and 
Beamer, from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. For more 
information, call Kirkwood South HOA Presi-
dent Estella V. Davis at 832-462-3484.

Dolphins continue sign ups
 The Southbelt Dolphins of the Bay Area 
Football League will accept registration for 
cheer/drill/mascot members (age 4 through 13 
as of Aug. 1, 2016) March 24, April 22 and 
May 26, all at Armadillo Lanes on Fuqua, 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. For more information, di-
rect email to Tiffany Scimmons at SBDDrill@
yahoo.com.

Cowboys, Cowgirls register
   The Sagemont Cowboys and Cowgirls 
will hold a fi nal early registration on Saturday 
March 26, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the con-
cession stand at the football fi eld in El Franco 
Lee Park. Early registration is open to all re-
turning football players from the 2015 season 
and their siblings, and all returning and new 
drill and mascot participants. A $100 deposit 
is due at the time of registration. Returning 
football players not signed up after this regis-
tration will forfeit their right to a reserved spot 
on the 2016 roster. Contact information will 
also be accepted from any new football player. 
For more information, contact Club President 
Denny Wranich at 281-785-8353.

Health fair April 3
 Gulfhaven Community Health Fair will be 
held Sunday, April 3, from noon to 4 p.m. at 
Gulfhaven Church, 10716 Sabo. Everyone is 
welcome. There will be free health screenings 
for blood pressure, glucose, body mass index, 
health presentations, kids’ fun health segment, 
food tasting, and lucky prizes. Call 832-433-
2732 or 713-562-4580 to register.

Dobie Craft Show April 16
 The Dobie Spanish Department is currently 
seeking vendors for its spring craft show to be 
held at the school on Saturday, April 16, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Booths are $30 each and in-
clude one table and two chairs. Booths with 
power are available for $5 extra. Vendors must 
provide his or her own extension cords. For ad-
ditional information, contact Elizabeth Puente 
at 832-528-4388 or epuente@pasadenaisd.org.

Area dog show planned
 South Belt resident Mary Maddox will host 
the Strut Your Mutt Doggy Parade Saturday, 
April 16, at Clear Brook City Park, located at 
Blackhawk and Scarsdale, from 9:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  
 The event will give Clear Brook City MUD 
dog lovers a chance to mingle with others, 
while enjoying a day in the park. Dog owners 
may enter their pets in multiple contests, in-
cluding prettiest dog, ugliest dog, largest dog, 
smallest dog, best trick, best dog and owner 
costume, female diva dog and male macho 
dog.
 Area veterinarians will be on site to answer 
questions and give information about keeping 
pets happy and healthy. Area pet stores will 
have raffl es with all money going to the Hous-
ton Humane Society. There will be activities 
throughout the park for children under 10 
years old. The Sageglen HOA will serve hot 
dogs at noon.
 Registration will start at 9:30 a.m. Contest 
judging will begin at 10 a.m. in the gazebo.
 All dogs must be on a leash and have proof 
of current rabies vaccination.

 On Tuesday, March 22, City of Houston and 
Harris County offi cials announced a joint agree-
ment that will roughly double spending on mak-
ing improvements to abandoned and dilapidated 
houses in the area.
 The measure is being spearheaded by recently 
appointed Harris County Precinct 1 Commis-

sioner Gene Locke and recently elected Mayor 
Sylvester Turner.
 “At a time when resources are scarce, Precinct 
1 and the City of Houston are jointly fi nding so-
lutions to improve neighborhoods,” Locke said. 
“These nuisance properties are more than eye-
sores. They threaten residents’ health and safety. 

Hardworking families deserve to live in an envi-
ronment where they don’t have to worry about 
illegal dumping, overgrown weeds and other 
dangerous conditions near their homes.”
 The City of Houston currently spends roughly 
$890,000 per year on these improvements. Locke 
has pledged to spend an additional $750,000 to 
$1 million.
 Improvements include mowing lawns, board-
ing up broken windows and removing trash.
 The city currently has a list of approximately 
600 homes in need of such repairs.
 Turner said it is unlikely all of the repairs 
would be possible without the county’s assis-

City, county join to make area improvements
tance.
 “If the city was doing it themselves, the odds 
of taking care of all 600 would be remote,” Turn-
er said.
 The announcement came just weeks after 
Locke promised to spend $12 million making 
street repairs near NRG Stadium in advance of 
next year’s Super Bowl.
 The Leader has already received multiple 
calls about local properties that are in need of 
such repairs.
 Anyone wanting to report a residence in need 
of attention is urged to call the city’s help line at 
311.

JFD attends state Decathlon 

The Dobie Academic Decathlon team recently represented the Pasadena Independent School 
District in the state competition in San Antonio. Shown above at the event are, left to right, 
Bill Huynh, Steven Nguyen, Noelle Phan, coach Steven Higginbotham, Martin Nguyen, Rey 
Aguilar, Tareen Kazi, Noe Garcia, Christine Perry and Adrian De Los Santos. 
                                                                                                                                Photo submitted

Dobie grad joins fire department
 Former Dobie student and San Jacinto College 
employee Hung “David” Le recently graduated 
from the Houston Fire Department Academy, ful-
fi lling a childhood dream of his.
 “I always wanted to be a superhero when I was 
growing up,” Le said. “And no offense to the mili-
tary or the armed forces, but this seemed like the 
best way for me to do that.”
 A 2009 Dobie graduate, Le continued his edu-
cation at San Jacinto College, where he earned a 
fi refi ghting certifi cate. He then went on to work at 
the college, serving as a gym manager.
 Following nine months of study, Le graduated 
from the fi re academy on March 10 and imme-
diately went to work for HFD Station No. 8 on 
Louisiana Street in downtown Houston – the larg-
est and most active branch in the city.

 The new graduate was the only one of 56 ca-
dets in his graduating class to see action on his 
fi rst day, battling a fi re at an abandoned house – a 
suspected arson case.
 “It was the most exhausting thing I’ve ever 
done in my life,” Le said. “All of the cardio train-
ing in the world doesn’t prepare you for that.”
 Le hopes to one day return to school and study 
business, but he has no plans on leaving the fi re 
force any time soon.
 “This is my ultimate goal,” Le said.
 While Le’s journey hasn’t necessarily been 
easy, he has persevered and maintains a positive 
outlook. “If you have love and passion in what 
you do, nothing can stop you,” Le said. “It’s been 
tough, especially for me as a rookie. I’m still 
learning, but it will be worth it in the end.”

BAHEP promotes storm protection 
 The Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 
(BAHEP) recently hosted a meeting attended by 
local and state elected offi cials and other deci-
sion makers within the region. The purpose of the 
meeting was to obtain critical support for legisla-
tive funding to further ongoing studies that will 
determine the optimal solution for a storm surge 
protection system for the upper Texas Gulf Coast.
 BAHEP President Bob Mitchell began the 
meeting by giving a  history of BAHEP’s involve-
ment in the storm surge suppression initiative. 
 February 2009 marked the fi rst meeting be-
tween Mitchell, Dan Seal, BAHEP’s executive di-
rector for Special Initiatives, and Dr. Bill Merrell 
of Texas A&M University at Galveston. Merrell 
has championed the Ike Dike Concept, a coastal 
spine, to protect the region from storm surge in 

light of the $30 billion of damages and loss of life 
caused by Hurricane Ike in September 2008.
 Mitchell then premiered a dramatic new video, 
fi nanced by the Bay Area Coastal Protection Al-
liance, for the group. It noted the destructive hur-
ricanes which have hit the upper Texas Gulf Coast 
since the Great Storm of 1900, a Category 4 storm 
that killed an estimated 8,000 people in Galves-
ton, the deadliest hurricane disaster in U.S. history. 
The names of other hurricanes are all too familiar 
– Carla, 1961; Alicia, 1983; Rita, 2005; Ike, 2008. 
 Bill Read, former director of the National Hur-
ricane Center, who was in attendance at the meet-
ing, stated in the video, “In the lull between the 
storms, we tend to forget how devastating these 
storms can be.”
               Continued on Page 3A 

Local police battle area crime
 Local police are seeking the public’s assistance 
in identifying multiple robbery suspects.
 The Hair by Angel salon, located in the 12000 
block of Beamer at Hughes Road, was robbed at 
gunpoint Thursday, March 17, around 2:45 p.m.
 According to Houston Police Department 
spokesman John Cannon, a man entered the store 
with a black shirt or scarf covering his face, as 
well as a pair of sunglasses, waving a pistol and 
demanding money. After taking a small amount 
of cash from the store’s register, the man fl ed the 
scene in a small, dark green, four-door vehicle – 
possibly a Nissan Altima.
 Two young children were reportedly in the 
store at the time of the robbery. No one was in-
jured. The suspect is described as a white male, 
standing approximately 6 feet tall, weighing be-
tween 190 and 215 pounds.
 Anyone with information on this case is urged 
to contact Crime Stoppers of Houston at 713-222-
TIPS (8477) or HPD’s Robbery Division at 713-
308-0700.

 Deputies from the Harris County Precinct 2 
Constable’s offi ce responded to a call Saturday, 
March 19, in the 10300 block of Kirkbend, where 
three people were robbed at gunpoint.
 According to Precinct 2 Sgt. Robert Sanchez, a 
man, his wife and a friend were hanging out in the 
resident’s garage around 9:30 p.m. when a black 
male approached them with a gun, demanding 
valuables.
 During the robbery, the suspect reportedly pis-
tol-whipped the resident, before fl eeing the scene 
with a wallet, a watch, a wedding ring and a gun.
 The suspect fl ed the residence in a white Ford 
F-150 pickup truck. Witnesses reported seeing the 
vehicle parked on the street earlier in the day but 
did not notify police.
 Sanchez advises residents to always notify au-
thorities if they see suspicious activity.
 “We don’t want people to not feel safe in their 
own garage,” Sanchez said.
 Anyone with information on this case is urged 
to call 281-481-9189.

Le
graduates 

fire
academy

South Belt resident Hung “Da-
vid” Le recently graduated from 
the Houston Fire Department 
Academy. A 2009 Dobie gradu-
ate, Le had previously been em-
ployed at San Jacinto College, 
serving as a gym manager. Fol-
lowing graduation from the fi re 
academy, Le was assigned to 
HFD Station No. 8 in downtown 
Houston – the largest and most 
active branch in the city. He was 
the only fi refi ghter of his gradu-
ation class to encounter a fi re on 
his fi rst day on the job. 
 
                              Photo submitted

2 arrested after Dobie altercation
 Two Dobie students were arrested Monday, 
March 21, following an altercation at the area 
school.
 According to Pasadena Independent School 
District spokeswoman Renea Ivy, the brawl, 
which involved three students, started around 
12:30 p.m. in the school’s lobby, located near the 
entrance. As the fi ght was broken up by school 
offi cials, one of the three students was detained, 

while the other two, who are reportedly broth-
ers, fl ed the campus on foot and headed toward 
Moore Elementary.
 The two juvenile students, ages 14 and 16, 
were quickly apprehended by police and charged 
with evading arrest, a misdemeanor. The third 
student was not charged with a crime.
 All three students, however, will face disci-
plinary action at the school, Ivy said.

Dobie performs at state tournament
 The Dobie and Memorial Academic Decath-
lon teams represented the Pasadena Indepen-
dent School District in the state competition last 
month, following several wins at the Region 5 
tournament.
 Dobie’s coach and former decathlon competi-
tor, Steven Higginbotham, said Dobie’s contin-
ued success in the program is the product of hard 
work.
 “Decathlon is probably the most time consum-
ing academic activity a student can be involved 
in,” Higginbotham said. “They come in on week-
ends and as much as two hours after school most 
days.”
 The Academic Decathlon promotes student 
achievement and learning by challenging stu-
dents in various academic subjects. Teams are 
comprised of up to nine students who represent 
different grade point divisions. The group studies 
decathlon curricula and competes against other 
schools. There is a series of 10 events including 
an interview in front of judges, a written essay, 
speeches, a written comprehensive exam in math, 
social science, economics, literature, art, music 
and the Super Quiz.
 Dobie Varsity student Frank Bertrand ex-
celled, taking home third place in essay, second 

place in speech, third place in social science, 
third place in economics, third place in science 
and fourth overall high score individual.
 The team fi nished seventh overall in Super 
Quiz.
 The goal of decathlon is to teach participants 
the value of teamwork, leadership and time man-
agement.
 “My favorite part of academic decathlon is 
working together as a team,” said Andrew Men-
doza, Memorial decathlon team member. “I think 
as much as it is an individual competition, prepar-
ing and studying is a collaborative effort. No mat-
ter what, we can always strive to do better.”
 Memorial decathlon coach Jeremy Maduzia 
led the team to a fi fth place win at the regional 
competition, the campus’ fi rst state qualifying win 
in four years.
 “Starting out we made a goal to place in the 
top 5 at the regional competition and go to state,” 
Maduzia said. “I stressed the fact that while I’m 
the coach, the students were the ones responsible 
for studying and learning the content. We worked 
the kids really hard this year and it paid off for us.”
 Both teams have already started preparing for 
next year’s competition with the topic World War 
II.

 Flushing of all of the Clear Brook City Mu-
nicipal Utility District’s water lines will be per-
formed Monday, April 4, through Friday, April 8.
 The process will begin at 8 a.m. on Monday, 
April  4, and continue throughout the day until 4 
p.m. daily.  Residents may experience some wa-
ter discoloration which is caused by natural sedi-
ment in the water mainlines being fl ushed out of 
the system.
 It is suggested residents refrain from washing 

clothing during these fi ve days due to the pos-
sibility of sediment in the lines.  Before washing 
clothes, make sure the water is clear.  The adding 
of chlorine bleach while washing clothes could 
make any discoloration problems worse.
 The district will not be responsible for dam-
ages to clothing, etc. Should residents experi-
ence discoloration of the water after the fl ushing 
program has been completed, do not hesitate to 
call Clear Brook City MUD at 281-484-1562.

CBC warns about washing clothes

Chamber banquet set for March 30
 The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Com-
merce will hold its annual installation banquet 
Wednesday, March 30, at the Palms Events Cen-
ter, 15301 Gulf Freeway at Dixie Farm Road, 
from 6 to 9 p.m.
 Now in its 31st year, the banquet provides an 
opportunity for local business and community 
leaders to network and fraternize among one an-
other. Multiple elected offi cials are also expected 
to attend.
 Newly elected Houston Mayor Sylvester 
Turner will be the featured guest at the event.
 The 2016 chamber president and board mem-
bers will be offi cially sworn into offi ce by Harris 
County Precinct 2, Place 2 Justice of the Peace 
George Risner.

 The chamber member of the year and volun-
teer of the year will also be recognized at the 
event.
 Individual tickets are $50 each. Sponsorships 
opportunities range from $650 to $1,000. Cur-
rent sponsors include Memorial Hermann South-
east Hospital, Texas Citizens Bank, CenterPoint 
Energy, Redford Apartments, Almeda Mall, 
Baywood Crossing Rehabilitation and Health-
care Center, San Jacinto College and PrimeWay 
Federal Credit Union.
 The reception will start at 6:15 p.m., with din-
ner being served at 7 p.m.
 For additional information or to purchase tick-
ets, contact the chamber offi ce at 281-481-5516 
or info@southbeltchamber.com.
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Free tutoring at St. Luke’s
 St. Luke’s Catholic church, 11011 Hall Road, offers 
free tutoring on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7 to 9 
p.m. in the Education Building, Room 2, for grades 
K-12 and college. 
 For more information about tutoring, contact Joe 
Pavlicek at 281-484-1397.

Library seeks book donations
 The Friends of Parker Williams Branch Library, lo-
cated at 10851 Scarsdale Blvd., is seeking donations 
of nice condition adult fi ction pocket paperbacks and 
children’s books. Items may be dropped off at the front 
desk of the library.

Local library events set
Parker Williams Branch

 The following events are scheduled for the Parker Williams Library, 10851 Scarsdale Blvd. 
 Thursday, March 24, at 2 p.m. – Movie Time for Adults. Feature presentation is No Time 
for Sergeants, starring Andy Griffi th, 1958.
 TaxAide is available Mondays and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. through April 18. Vol-
unteers from AARP TaxAide will assist with federal income tax preparation, tax questions 
and fi ling tax returns. This service is free and is available in the library meeting room on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. Bring a photo-ID, Social Security cards and any other offi cial 
documentation for oneself and all dependents, a copy of last year’s income tax return, W-2 
forms from each employer, unemployment compensation statements, and any other necessary 
forms to help the volunteer complete the return.
 Wednesdays – Preschool Story Time, 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.; Thursdays – Toddler Story 
Time, 10:30 a.m.; Saturdays – Vietnamese Storytime. Classes are at 10 a.m., 11:15 a.m. and 
2:30 p.m. For more information on Vietnamese programs, speak with Loc Bui. 
 For more information on all programs, call the library at 281-484-2036.

Bracewell Branch Library
 The following events are scheduled for March at the Bracewell Branch Library, 9002 
Kingspoint.
 Tuesdays – Pre-K Storytime (ages 3-5 years and their parents/caregivers) from 10:30 to 11 
a.m.; Storytime Craft from 11 to 11:30 a.m.
 Wednesdays – Baby/Toddler Storytime (ages 6-36 months and their parents/caregivers) at 
10:30 a.m.; Baby/Toddler Playgroup (ages 6 months to 3 years and their parents/caregivers) at 
11 a.m.; Computer Basics at 2 p.m.; Internet Basics at 3:15 p.m.; and Power Point at 4:30 p.m.
 Bracewell hours are Sunday and Monday - Closed; Tuesday and Wednesday - 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Thursday - noon to 8 p.m., Friday - 1 to 5 p.m., and Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 For more information on programs, call the Bracewell Library at 832-393-2580.

 With the cut of a ribbon 
and ring of a bell, San Jacin-
to College marked the grand 
opening of the new Maritime 
Technology and Training Cen-
ter on the Maritime Campus 
Tuesday, March 8, 2016.
 The center is located next 
to a turning basin along the 
Port of Houston at 3700 Old 
Highway 146 in La Porte    – 
the ideal location for students 
training to enter the maritime 
industry, and for current mar-
iners upgrading their U.S. 
Coast Guard certifi cations.
 “This is what we have en-
visioned for many years,” said 
Brenda Hellyer, San Jacin-
to College Chancellor. “The 
Maritime Technology and 
Training Center on our new 
Maritime Campus is our re-
sponse to the region’s growing 
needs surrounding the Port of 
Houston and the industries im-
pacted by its activity each day. 
It has been many years in the 
making, but it is fi nally here, 
and we are excited to begin 
training the next generation of 
maritime workers right here 
along the Gulf Coast.”
 The grand opening fea-
tured remarks from The 
Honorable Gene Green, U.S. 
Representative for Texas’ 29th 
Congressional District; The 
Honorable Brian Babin, U.S. 
Representative for Texas’ 36th 
Congressional District; The 
Honorable Larry Taylor, State 
Senator, Texas Senate District 
11; and The Honorable Den-
nis Paul, State Representative, 
Texas House District 129. Mr. 
Jay Guerrero, Regional Direc-
tor for Southeast Texas, repre-
senting The Honorable John 
Cornyn, U.S. Senator, present-
ed a congratulatory certifi cate 
to the college.
 In addition, a fl ag-raising 
ceremony was held, with a 
U.S. fl ag that was fl own over 
the U.S. Capitol, on the fi rst 
day of classes held at the 
center. The fl ag was donat-
ed by Congressman Babin. 
The event culminated with a 
christening ceremony, ribbon 
cutting, and the ringing of the 
bell, opening the doors to the 
center for tours.
 Texas ranks third in the 
nation, with Houston ranking 
second, for all domestic mar-
itime industry jobs, according 
to a PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Study released by the Amer-
ican Maritime Partnership. 
However, more than half of 
the industry’s workforce is 
reaching retirement age. This 
is why San Jacinto College 
began offering its maritime 
training in 2010, which led to 
the creation of the Maritime 
Technology and Training Cen-
ter.
 The center sits 14 feet 
above ground and includes 
45,000 square-feet of space 
on each of the upper and low-
er levels; a 3,748 square-foot 
suite for three full mission 
ship bridge simulators, donat-
ed by the Houston Pilots; 15 
classrooms; an administrative 

suite; a multipurpose room, a 
dining area, and an engineer-
ing simulator; aquatic training 
facility; and stations for Glob-
al Maritime Distress and Safe-
ty System training, automatic 
radar plotting aid training, 
radar training, and liquid car-
go handling training. A sep-
arate industry dock for crew 
changes will be built in the 
near future in partnership with 
G&H Towing. The Maritime 
Technology and Training Cen-
ter was built with funds from 
the 2008 bond referendum, 
which voters in the district 
overwhelmingly approved by 
71 percent. 
 The land was purchased 
from the Port of Houston Au-
thority. The offi cial ground- 
breaking ceremony took place 
in December 2014.
 Maritime training at San 
Jacinto College began in 2010 
after discussions with Port of 
Houston Authority Commis-
sioners and maritime industry 
leaders. It was found that the 
majority of local maritime 
companies were sending their 
crews out of state for their 
United States Coast Guard 

(USCG)-required courses be-
cause they did not have a local 
place for this type of training.
 “The complexity of the 
Houston Ship Channel and 
the Galveston Bay illustrates 
perfectly why U.S. licensed 
merchant mariners must de-
velop and keep their navi-
gational and other maritime 
skills honed to a fi ne edge,” 
said Capt. Brian Penoyer, the 
Coast Guard Captain of the 
Port and Sector Houston-Gal-
veston commander. “As local 
mariners ourselves, we’re ex-
cited to see this state-of-the-
art training and recertifi cation 
facility right here where our 
friends and colleagues live 
and work.”
 The college invited mari-
time industry leaders to dis-
cuss developing a training 
program specifi cally for their 
working mariners and to re-
cruit more mariners into the 
industry, and unlike decades 
before, those with more train-
ing in the soft skills.
 In 2010, the college re-
ceived the assistance it need-
ed to jumpstart the maritime 
training program with a Texas 

San Jacinto College opens new Maritime Campus
Workforce Commission grant 
of $394,577 and a $400,000 
federal appropriation cham-
pioned by U.S. Rep. Gene 
Green, representing Texas’ 
29th Congressional District. 
Maritime courses were offered 
at a facility along Highway 
225 in Pasadena. Classes fi lled 
to capacity almost immediate-
ly, and the college responded 
by adding more courses, a 
radar lab, and the three full 
mission ship bridge simulators 
from the Houston Pilots.
 “Houston Pilots have long 
been champions of promoting 
maritime education in the lo-
cal area. When we purchased a 
ship simulator, it was a natural 
fi t to partner with San Jacinto 
College,” said Capt. Robert 
Shearon, presiding offi cer of 
Houston Pilots. “The Kongs-
berg ship simulator at San Ja-
cinto College’s maritime train-
ing center is a state-of-the-art 
training and research tool that 
will assist in the education and 
professional development of 
the next generation of mari-
time leaders. 
 “From our perspective, 
well trained mariners – wheth-

er pilots, tow boat operators, 
or harbor assist tug captains – 
means safer mariners.”
 In 2012, San Jacinto Col-
lege introduced the state’s 
fi rst, and only, associate de-
gree for maritime transporta-
tion to address the maritime 
industry needs for more mar-
iners with a college education. 
 SJC also began offering a 
program for those who wish 
to work in other areas of mari-
time by introducing an associ-
ate degree for cargo handling/
logistics, transferable to the 
Texas Southern University 
maritime logistics program 
and to the University of Hous-
ton College of Technology lo-
gistics program. 
 An Introduction to Ships 
and Shipping courses was 
added to the college’s busi-
ness administration associate 
degree, transferable to Texas 
A&M University in Galveston 
through an articulation agree-
ment.  
 Contractors on the center 
include Tellepsen Builders, 
general contractor; Rizzo & 
Associates, program manag-
er; IBI-Texas, architects, and 

Rear Adm. William Picka-
vance, USN (Ret.), maritime 
consultant.
 “This has truly been a 
collaborative effort that ex-
tends far beyond San Jacinto 
College,” said Hellyer. “It is 
because of our maritime part-
ners, supporters, and commu-
nity that we were able to be-
gin our maritime training and 
build the Maritime Technolo-
gy and Training Center on the 
Maritime Campus. We express 
our sincerest gratitude to them, 
and look forward to more part-
nerships as we grow our mari-
time training programs.”
 More than 3,500 USCG 
certifi cations have been 
awarded to mariners since SJC 
began training in 2010. 
 Currently, the program of-
fers approximately 45 USCG 
and Standards for Training, 
Certifi cation and Watch-
keeping (STCW)-approved 
courses, with this amount in-
creasing in 2017 to meet new 
USCG requirements.
 For information about mar-
itime training at San Jac Col-
lege, visit www.sanjac.edu/
maritime.

At the ribbon cutting ceremony for the San Jacinto College’s Maritime 
Technology and Training Center are, left to right, (front row) Michel 
Bechtle, Mayor, City of Morgan’s Point; State Rep. Armando Walle, House 
District 140; State Rep. Ana Hernandez, House District 143; Congressman 
Brian Babin, 36th Congressional District; Congressman Gene Green, 29th 
Congressional District; State Rep. Wayne Smith, House District 128; State 
Rep. Dennis Paul, House District 129; Dr. Brenda Hellyer, Chancellor of 
San Jacinto College; Dan Mims, Chairman of SJC Board of Trustees; 
Louis Rigby, Mayor, City of La Porte; John P. Zemanek, Councilman 
At-Large, City of La Porte; State Sen. Larry Taylor, Senate District 11; 
Capt. Robert Shearon, presiding officer, Houston Pilots, (second row) 
Darrel Morrison, councilman, City of Pasadena; Ron Servis, 
Intergovernmental and Community Liaison for Harris County Judge Ed 
Emmett; Mary Ann Perez; Stephen DonCarlos, commissioner, Port of 

Houston Authority; Fay Picard, District Director, State Rep. Greg Bonnen, 
House District 24; Tammie Nielsen, Community Relations Coordinator, 
Harris County Precinct 2 Commis-sioner Jack Morman; Mike Sullivan, 
Harris County Tax Assessor-Collector; Johnny Isbell, Mayor, City of 
Pasadena; Kevin Tokarski, Associate Administrator for Strategic Sealift, 
United States Maritime Administration; John Kennedy, commissioner, 
Port of Houston Authority; John Moon Jr., secretary, SJC Board of 
Trustees, (back row) Will Miller, Southeast Texas Deputy Regional 
Director for U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz; John Keeney, Mayor, City of Taylor Lake 
Village; Jay Guerrero, Regional Director for Southeast Texas for U.S. Sen. 
John Cornyn; Keith Sinor, assistant secretary, SJC Board of Trustees; 
Charlcya Wheeler, secretary, La Porte ISD Board of Trustees; Dr. Ruede 
Wheeler, member, SJC Board of Trustees; Brad Hance, member, SJC 
Board of Trustees. Photo by Jeannie Peng-Armao

 An excess fl ow valve is a 
device that can be installed 
by CenterPoint Energy on a 
home’s natural gas service 
line (the underground line 
that runs from the main line 
to the meter). 
 Excess fl ow valves are 
designed to permit normal 
operation of a service line, 
but automatically shut off 
or signifi cantly restrict nat-
ural gas fl ow when the fl ow 
exceeds prescribed limits, 
such as when a service line 
is damaged due to excava-
tion or other similar activi-
ty.
 When activated, an ex-

cess fl ow valve may pre-
vent the buildup of natural 
gas in the service line and 
lessen the possibility of 
a natural gas fi re, explo-
sion, personal injury and/
or property damage. How-
ever, they do not protect 
against leaks beyond the 
meter assembly (house pip-
ing).
 Federal law requires the 
installation of an excess 
fl ow valve on a newly con-
structed natural gas service 
line. Where excess fl ow 
valves are not required by 
law, it is the customer’s op-
tion to install the device at 
his or her expense.
 The cost to install an 
excess fl ow valve varies 
depending upon the diffi -
culty of installation. Due 
to operating characteristics 

and limitations, in some in-
stances, excess fl ow valves 
cannot be installed on ex-
isting service lines. Each 
situation will be evaluated 
upon request.
 To fi nd out if a home 
currently has an excess fl ow 
valve installed or to learn 
more about having an ex-
cess fl ow valve installed at 
the owner’s expense, con-
tact CenterPoint Energy.
 Learn more about in-
stalling excess fl ow valves 
through the ‘frequently 
asked questions’ section by 
visiting CenterPointEnergy.
com.
 For access to additional 
important Public Aware-
ness safety messages, visit 
the Public Awareness page 
at www.CenterPointEner-
gy.com/Safety.

CenterPoint Energy provides 
information on excess flow valves Deaths

William Cole 
Griffin

 William Cole Griffi n, 40, 
a longtime South Belt area 
resident, died Thursday, 
March 17, 2016. He was 
born in Rockingham, N.C., to 
William and Pamela Griffi n. 
He always claimed that he 
wasn’t born in Texas, but he 
got here as fast as he could.
 Griffi n was a graduate of 
Dulles High School, where 
he was part of the JROTC 
for four years and attended 
Offi cer Candidate School at 
Lackland Air Force Base in 
San Antonio. One of his fa-
vorite things was attending 
Space Camp when he was in 
seventh grade.
 After graduation, Griffi n 
served with the Army Re-
serves for several years, and 
eventually returned to active 
duty in 2007, where he served 
with distinction with the 
2-12, 1st Calvary Division in 
the Iraq Campaign overseas. 
Continuing a life of service, 
he joined the ranks of Peace 
Offi cers in 2012 with the City 
of Arcola.
 Griffi n is preceded in 
death by his grandparents and 
his mother, Pam. 
 He is survived by his wife, 
Stacey; children Adrianna 
and Alex; his father, William; 
brother Justin; aunts Donna 
and Tonda; uncles Rick and 

Raul T. Garza

 Raul T. Garza, 73, of 
South Belt, died on Sunday, 
March 20, 2016. 
 Garza was preceded in 
death by his father, Manuel, 
mother Andrea Garza, and 
sister Minerva.
 He is survived by his wife 
Dolores; brother Manuel 
Garza; sister Linda Martinez; 
son Raul Garza Jr.; daughter 
Claudia Espinoza; and his 
grandchildren, Bianca and 
Zoe Espinoza, and Lucas and 
Isaac Garza.
 Garza enjoyed being 
semi-retired with his part-
time job at Butler’s Court-
yard. He took pride in helping 
others and telling his military 
stories.
 Visitation will be from 6 
to 8 p.m. Thursday, March 
24, 2016, and the funeral 
service will be at 10:30 a.m. 
Friday, March 25, all held at 
Niday Funeral Home. 
 Interment with military 
honors will be held at 12:45 
p.m. at Houston National 
Cemetery.

William Robert 
McDowell Jr.

 William “Bill” Robert 
McDowell Jr., 66, died on 
Saturday, March 19, 2016, 
due to pneumonia caused 
from a fi ght with cancer.
 McDowell is survived by 
his wife, Beverly McDowell; 
daughter Tricia McDowell; 
sons Matthew McDowell and 
Nick Grey; mother Evelyn 
Mulhollan; brother Gregory 
McDowell; and many friends.
 McDowell had a strong 
work ethic which started as a 
young man when he could be 
seen pushing his lawn mow-
er and edger down the street.  
He was a U.S. Marine from 
1967 to 1970 who served in 
Vietnam, and as a Reserve 
until 1973. After leaving the 
military, he became a brick-
mason like his father and 
stepfather. He did this his 
adult life and eventually be-
came the owner of McDowell 
Masonry. Not only did he and 
his wife raise three children, 
but they also took in a young 
man, Nick Grey, and raised 
him as one of the family.
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to a local 
SPCA. McDowell often took 
in stray dogs and cats.
 A graveside service will 
be held at 12:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 24, 2016, at 
Houston National Cemetery.

Tom; several cousins; a neph-
ew; and two nieces.
 A visitation will be held 
Thursday, March 24, 2016, 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at First 
Baptist Church of Pasadena, 
with a service at 1 p.m. Inter-
ment will follow at Houston 
National Cemetery.

Dobie HOSA students 
volunteer at PW Library

Dobie HOSA students Jasmine Pham (left) and Karina Frias volunteer 
at Parker Williams Branch Library for Customer/Patron Count during 
spring break. Photo submitted

 Dobie High School 
Health Occupation Stu-
dents Association (HOSA) 
students Jasmine Pham and 
Karina Frias volunteered 
time during spring break 
to help Parker Williams 
Branch Library conduct 
their periodic count of cus-
tomers/patrons using the li-
brary.
 This is a project of 
Friends of the Parker Wil-
liams Branch Library, but 
the group is very small 
and seeks help from other 

groups. 
 Former AARP Chap-
ter 4341 members Charles 
Robinson and Ellie Melan-
son also volunteered time.
 Most of the Friends 
members are retirees. They 
welcome new members to 
join the group. Application 
blanks can be found at the 
library. Individual dues are 
$5 a year.
 HOSA is a national vo-
cational organization that 
promotes the healthcare 
profession. Students learn 

leadership and communi-
cation skills while gaining 
knowledge of health profes-
sions. 
 Other students who vol-
unteered for the library 
customer count were Maite 
Albarran and Tai Lee. 
 Anne Regier, Cheryl 
Sanders, and Linu John are 
the HOSA sponsors at Do-
bie. 
 Dobie HOSA Vice Pres-
ident Destinee Vargas coor-
dinated the HOSA volun-
teers for this count.   

Elected offi cials share their words

 Today, I stood with Mayor Sylvester 
Turner as he announced the launch of 
the Turnaround Houston Initiative. 
Turnaround Houston will offer access to 
job training, resumé writing, tattoo 
removal, and counseling services to 
help those residents who want to turn 
their lives around. 
 There will be a series of resource fairs 
to help address the barriers to employ-
ment that many Houstonians face.
 The first resource fair will take place 
on Saturday, March 26, from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Sunnyside Multi-Service 
Center, located at 9413 Cullen Blvd., 
77033.
 I want to applaud Mayor Turner for 
his willingness to address the critical 
issue of barriers to employment. He 
chose to expand on the success of the 
2nd Chance Program that my office 

Boykins joins Mayor Turner 
for launch of Turnaround Houston

By Council Member Dwight Boykins
implemented in the spring of 2015.
 This year, the 2nd Chance Initiative 
has grown to assist even more “hard to 
employ” residents with finding a job and 
gaining financial stability.
 This year’s job fair will be held on 
Monday, May 9, at the George R. Brown 
Convention Center from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
I look forward to meeting and working 
with those in our community who are 
looking for a second chance at life.
 For more information, please call my 
office at 832-393-3001. For more infor-
mation on Turnaround Houston, please 
visit http://www.houstontx.gov/turnar 
ound/ or the City of Houston Homepage 
at http://www.houstontx.gov.
 Again, I want to thank Mayor Turner 
for his vision and together we will build 
a brighter future for all deserving 
Houstonians.

Bush finalists attend District Science Fair

Laura Bush Elementary Science Fair fi nalists 
competed at the District Science Fair on March 
22, 2016. All students received a gold medal for 
their projects. Pictured are, left to right, (front 

row) Gia Robinson, Sebastian Saenz, Adam Da-
ley, (back row) Axel Olmedo, Manlio Arango and 
Gisselly Garza.  
 Photo submitted

South Belt-Ellington South Belt-Ellington 

LeaderLeader 

– The Voice of Community-Minded People –

11555 Beamer    281-481-5656
 E-mail: mynews@southbeltleader.com

 Davy & Marie Flickinger, owners



Thursday, March 24, 2016, South Belt-Ellington Leader, Section A, Page 3

The Dobie High School Cheerleaders held their annual cheer banquet on Sunday, March 6, at Bay 
Oaks Country Club. 

Dobie Cheerleaders honored, 
receive awards at annual banquet

Continued from Page 1A
“The biggest killer in a hur-
ricane is the surge. Prob-
ably three quarters of the 
total damages in a hurricane 
is due to storm surge,” said 
Craig Beskid, executive 
director of the East Harris 
County Manufacturers As-
sociation. 
 What can be done to pre-
vent the devastation and help 
prepare for and mitigate the 
fl ooding caused by storm 
surge in the tri-county area 
of Harris, Galveston and 
Chambers counties? “The 
idea is very simple. You 
stop the surge at the coast. 
You don’t let it get in the 
inland waters,” says Mer-
rell. He supports a multi-
pronged approach that 
uses a coastal spine to ex-
tend the Galveston seawall 
which was built in the early
1900s. It would be cov-
ered with sand and sea 
grass so that people won’t 
even know the barrier lies 
beneath. Gates would be 
placed along the Boliver 
Roads area, which is a 
navigation channel. This 
would help keep surge wa-
ter out of Galveston Bay. 
The technology is based 
on that which has been 
used successfully for de-
cades in The Netherlands.

Interactive Coastal 
Atlas introduced

 The video also intro-
duced a remarkable in-
teractive tool, developed 
by the Center for Texas 
Beaches and Shores at Tex-
as A&M University at Gal-
veston (TAMUG), which 
is now available to anyone 
with an Internet connec-
tion. Dr. Sam Brody, direc-
tor of the center, explained 
that the Coastal Atlas was 
developed so that coastal 
stakeholders could under-
stand the impact of storm 
surge and fl ooding on 
property along the coast. 
 Homeowners, business-
es and developers can use 
the atlas to view relevant 
information about a spe-
cifi c location. “The main 
purpose of the atlas is to 
study what the impacts of 
storm surge might be in 
the tri-county region,” said 
Brody. “Users can zoom 
in on a plot of land and 
see what would happen to 
their homes or businesses 
and the quantifi able dam-
ages for certain scenarios. 
The atlas also incorpo-
rates a vertical slider bar 
to show users the drastic 
reduction in fl ood damage 
if the Ike Dike and coastal 
spine were in place.”
 “New Orleans received 
$14.5 billion to protect 
300,000 people and an 
economy less than 1/16 of 
that of the Houston region. 
We’re trying to protect six 
million people. We need to 
get this done, and we need 
the support of our elected 
offi cials to do it,” Mitchell 
declared. Mayor Michel 
Bechtel of Morgan’s Point, 
Texas, added that during the 
last Texas legislative ses-
sion, not one cent was allo-
cated for storm surge stud-
ies. Mitchell reported that 
in a recent conversation, 
Rep. Greg Bonnen, M.D., 
suggested that the Texas 
House and Senate should, 
on behalf of the state, write 
a resolution in support of 
the coastal spine to send a 
message to federal offi cials 
that the state is serious.
 The Gulf Coast Com-
munity Protection and 

Recovery District (GC-
CPRD) is a coalition of 
six upper Texas Gulf Coast 
counties.  It was formed to 
help Brazoria, Chambers, 
Galveston, Harris, Jeffer-
son, and Orange counties 
develop plans and conduct 
studies to alleviate damage 
from events like Hurri-
cane Ike. The GCCPRD, 
according to Col. Len Wa-
terworth of TAMUG, has 
been looking at the coastal 
spine as well as elevating 
State Highway 146 by 23 
feet. Waterworth noted 
that Galveston County 
Judge Mark Henry, the 
chair of the GCCPRD, said 
that the 146 plan would not 
be acceptable to the local 
communities. Waterworth 
indicated that opinion in 
the region is starting to co-
alesce around the coastal 

spine as a means to protect 
against storm surge. 
 Bechtel reported that 
in November 2015 a let-
ter containing 36 Texas 
congressional signatures 
was sent to the Offi ce of 
Management and Budget 
requesting that something 
be done about storm surge. 
Additionally, in September 
2015 the Texas Municipal 
League issued a resolution 
in support of the Ike Dike 
Concept. The league rep-
resents 1,100 cities. Sen. 
Sylvia Garcia, Rep. Den-
nis Paul, and Rep. Wayne 
Smith, who were in atten-
dance, agreed that this was 
a major endorsement.

Collaborative effort 
mandatory

 Mitchell related that the 
East Harris County Manu-
facturers Association has 

BAHEP asks legislators to support critical 
funding for storm surge protection studies

committed to drafting a bill 
to request funding to con-
tinue the studies that are 
in progress. He also said 
that $2.5 million per year 
for the next three years 
will be required. “The bill 
will need a sponsor and the 
support of the local Texas 
legislators,” he stated.
 Considerable discus-
sion followed as to the best 
course of action to take to 
secure funding. “There has 
to be (local) ownership 
demonstrated before any-
one is going to want to in-
vest,” Garcia commented. 
Fredell Rosen of BACPA 
reported that the Galves-
ton County Consolidated 
Drainage District has giv-
en $250,000 towards the 
studies over the past two 
years, as well as many pri-
vate individuals.

 “We have to show the 
collaborative effort across 
the aisle (in Texas) and 
across the university spec-
trum. We’re looking for 
everybody to collaborate 
on this – to have a piece 
of it,” said Houston City 
Council Member David 
Robinson.
 In reply, Mitchell em-
phatically stated, “I want 
to go on the record saying 
that we’re all in this to-
gether. It is not one against 
the other. Some people 
have better ideas than oth-
ers, but, at the end of the 
day, there is going to be a 
compromise that refl ects 
one plan. Most impor-
tantly, though, we need 
leadership. We need state 
leadership, and we need 
congressional leadership 
to continue these efforts.”

PTK Honor Society inducts 46 new members
The Alpha Gamma Zeta chapter of the Phi Theta 
Kappa (PTK) International Honor Society recent-
ly inducted 46 new members. Guest speaker for 
the induction ceremony was Catherine O’Brien 
(pictured), San Jacinto College Associate Vice 
Chancellor for Learning, who refl ected on her 
time as a PTK member in college and the expe-
riences it afforded her. PTK is the largest honor 
society in American higher education with more 
than 2 million members and 1,200 chapters locat-
ed in all 50 U.S. states, U.S. territories, Canada 
and Germany. Those being inducted are Mani-
sha Kaushal Adhikari, Shanna Adkins, Savannah 
Amaro, Anastasia Balciunas, Katelynn Barlow, 
Aimee Brewer, Scotti Brown, Alexa Burridge, 
Brenda Cardenas, Jennifer Cepeda, Adrian Cha-
pa, Jessica Clakley, Kenneth Clay, Laura Culp, 
Danielle Darko, Elizabeth Dimopoulos, Ana Es-
trada, Kristen Fields, Heidi Golabian, Sarah E. 
Guajardo, Stephanie Gutierrez, Malek Haver, 
Taylor Howard, Darion Lindsey, Austin Martin, 
Michael Jacoby, Ryan McGuire, Valerie Mendo-
za, Breana Montero, Sausan Haj Muhammad, 
Brittany Nelson, Lauren Palms, Kevin Phil-
lips, Phillip Rainbolt, Christa Robbins, Ahmad 
Shraim, Hannah Tang, Nabeeh Tawalbeh, Amir 
Timani, Daisy Valdespino, Kayla Voisin, Quyen 
Vu, Elia Torres, Trung Vu, Razzmon Williams and 
Haley Williams.

Photo by Andrea Vasquez

Junior Varsity members who received awards 
were, left to right, Brittany Puente - Most Conge-

nial JV; Angelica Cantu - Most Dedicated JV; and 
Sara Otwell - Most Versatile JV.

Four senior cheerleaders were awarded schol-
arships from the J. Frank Dobie Cheer Booster 
Club. Each scholarship recipient was awarded 
for participating at least three years on the Dobie 

cheer squad, academic achievement, and leader-
ship qualities. Scholarships were given at the an-
nual banquet to, left to right, Hannah Brady, Me-
gan Cook, Ashley Hicks and Julia Lohse.

Varsity cheerleaders who received awards were, 
left to right, Julia Lohse - Most Versatile Varsity; 
Hannah Brady - Most Congenial Varsity, Long-

horn Leader; and Megan Cook and Jazmine How-
ard - Most Dedicated Varsity.
                                                        Photos submitted

BAHEP seeks surge protection

Shown above discussing the storm surge protec-
tion studies at the recent meeting were, clockwise 
from front, Fredell Rosen, president, Bay Area 
Coastal Protection Alliance (BACPA); Sen. Sylvia 
Garcia; Bob Mitchell, president, Bay Area Hous-
ton Economic Partnership (BAHEP); Houston City 
Council Member David W. Robinson; Harriet Lu-
kee, BAHEP membership director; Mayor Michel 
Bechtel, City of Morgan’s Point; Derek Darnell, 
Sen. Garcia’s offi ce; and Rep. Dennis Paul (HD 
129). Others attending the Storm Surge/Coastal 
Atlas meeting were Rep. Greg Bonnen, M.D.; Rep. 
Wayne Smith, HD 128; Rep. Ed Thompson, HD 29; 
Brooke Jimenez, district director, Sen. Larry Tay-
lor’s offi ce; Betty McGinnis, district assistant, Rep. 

Carol Alvarado’s offi ce; Wesley Starnes, Chief of 
Staff, Rep. Wayne Faircloth’s offi ce; Debra Rising-
er, district director, HD 129; Lauren Laake, Hous-
ton City Council Member Dave Martin’s offi ce; Ju-
lia Retta, Deputy Chief of Staff, Council Member 
David Robinson’s offi ce; Jacque Darbonne, Harris 
County Precinct 2 Commissioner Jack Morman’s 
offi ce; Murry Matthews, Offi ce of Houston Mayor 
Sylvester Turner; Chris Hext, East Harris County 
Manufacturers Association; Bill Read, Texas A&M 
University at Galveston (TAMUG), former director 
of National Hurricane Center; Col. Len Water-
worth, TAMUG; Will Mobley, TAMUG; and Kath-
ryn Paradis, BAHEP communications manager.  
 Photo submitted

**For questions and early drop off, contact the South Belt-Ellington Chamber    
281-481-5516 or info@southbeltchamber.com   

10500 Scarsdale Blvd.
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Plaza Property Owners As-
sociation, Inc.
 Luby’s Cafeteria, Inc. 
purchased 1.6 acres of land 
at the commons at South 
Green, at the northeast cor-
ner of I-45 South and Fuqua 
to build a 10,000-square-
foot restaurant.

25 years ago (1991)
 Construction work on 
the South Belt section of 
Beltway 8 continued while 
preparation work for a new 
bridge at Interstate 45 and 
the Beltway was under 
way.
 Juan Antonio Domin-
guez, a 27-year-old con-
struction laborer, died 
when a pre-fab concrete 
wall fell on him at a project 
in the 9900 block of Kleck-
ley across from Almeda 
Mall.

20 years ago (1996)
 There was a warrant out 
for the arrest of John Gate-
wood, who conned as many 
as 30 locals out of money.
 South Belt resident 
Marie Flickinger was ap-
proved as one of fi ve di-
rectors of the Clear Creek 
watershed Flood Control 
District that was created by 
the Texas Legislature.

15 years ago (2001)
 By a vote of 6-1, the 
Clear Creek Independent 
School District authorized 
the superintendent to pur-
sue the acquisition of a site 
for a school to replace We-
ber Elementary.
 State Farm agent Dan 
Moore and wife Syble were 

40 years ago ( 1976)
 An attorney represent-
ing 35 businessmen in the 
Pasadena Independent 
School District boundary 
line threatened to refi le 
their suit against the PISD 
unless the district agreed 
to a plan which would tax 
residents on personal prop-
erty.
 The J. Frank Dobie 
Lariaettes presented their 
spring show consisting of 
a Hawaiian dance and the 
“Electric Parade.”

35 years ago ( 1981)
 More than 50 people at-
tended the Kirkwood South 
Civic Club meeting to hear 
Rep. Randy Pennington 
speak, and many who at-
tended expressed concern 
over the opening of a sexu-
ally oriented business close 
to the South Belt area on 
the Gulf Freeway – the dual 
establishment Core Adult 
Theatre and the Big Apple.
 The boundary lines be-
tween Stuchbery and Bur-
nett Elementary schools 
were readjusted.

30 years ago (1986)
 A joint commercial 
property owners associa-
tion was formed by two de-
velopment groups for some 
40 acres of yet-to-be-de-
veloped land near Memo-
rial Southeast Hospital on 
Beamer.  Pace Investments 
and Scarsdale Limited 
Partnership fi led a 16-page 
declaration of covenants, 
conditions and restrictions 
for the Memorial Southeast 

honored at a retirement re-
ception.
 Thompson Academic 
Team defeated Mesa 67-
48.

10 years ago (2006)
 In an effort to improve 
the percentage of students 
completing high school, 
each of the fi ve PISD high 
schools and three alterna-
tive schools adopted a pro-
gram named Expectation 
Graduation.
 What began as an e-mail 
to the South Belt Leader 
became a project to clean 
up the South Belt area. 
Justice of the Peace Jo Ann 
Delgado coordinated an 
effort to gather volunteers 
one Saturday every third 
month to de-litter local 
roadways.
 The South Belt-Elling-
ton Chamber of Commerce 
was preparing for its up-
coming Casino Night fund-
raiser.

5 years ago (2011)
    Just four days after 
abruptly ending the local 
Harris County Precinct 
2 deputy patrol contract, 
Constable Gary L. Free-
man announced he planned 
to reinstate the program. 
Freeman had originally 
canceled the area contract 
due to a budget shortfall. 
However, a review of the 
constable’s fi gures con-
ducted by auditors at the 
county budget offi ce re-
vealed an error of more 
than $1 million toward the 
constable’s annual budget 

of roughly $5.5 million.
1 year ago (2015)

 Chuck Tylka was 
re-elected by his col-
leagues to serve another 
term as chief of the South-
east Volunteer Fire De-
partment. This marked the 
seventh consecutive time 
Tylka, who has 40 years 
of service, had fi lled the 
position. Founding mem-
ber Jerry Terrell, who has 
44 years of service, was 
re-elected assistant chief/
fi re marshal.

Over The Back Fence by Alexis

JUDGE DELGADO ENJOYS 
A BIRTHDAY

 South Belt’s justice of the peace, Judge Jo 
Ann Delgado, celebrates a birthday Saturday, 
March 26. Happy birthday wishes are sent to 
her from the Leader staff.

SCHOOL DAZE
 The following personnel and staff members 
of the Pasadena Independent School District 
celebrate birthdays  March 24 through March 
30.

Atkinson Elementary
 Special birthday greetings are sent to 
Jennifer Youngblood March 27. Enjoying a 
birthday March 30 is Ashli Dennett.

Burnett Elementary
 Carmen Norris marks a day of celebration 
on March 25.

Bush Elementary
 Maria Trela celebrates a birthday March 25. 
Marcia Stark celebrates a birthday March 28.

Meador Elementary
 On March 29, Cecelia Stewart enjoys a 
birthday.

Moore Elementary
 The day for a party for Melissa Hickman is 
March 28.

South Belt Elementary
 Warm wishes for a wonderful birthday are 
sent to Brandi Ballard March 26. Celebrating 

a birthday March 27 is Natalie Boynton.
Stuchbery Elementary

 Maria Flores is wished a happy birthday 
March 26.

Roberts Middle School
 Enjoying a birthday March 29 is Valerie 
Kenney.

Beverly Hills Intermediate
 Blow out the birthday candles for Janis 
McKinney March 26. Share in the birthday cel-
ebration for Samantha Thompson March 28. 
Send a birthday greeting March 29 to Amanda 
Rachuig.

Thompson Intermediate
 Blow out the candles for Travis Meyer and 
Joshua Pruneda on March 24. On March 25, 
birthday wishes are sent to James Sky-Eagle 
Smith. Light the birthday candles for Jamie 
Morgan on March 28.

Dobie High
 Double birthday greetings are sent to Emily 
Coughenour and Angela Gaston March 24. 
Thomas Chen, Glenda Nicholson, Paulina 
Perea and Tracy Whatley are wished a happy 
birthday March 26. Blow out the birthday can-
dles for Stephanie Albert on March 27. On 
March 30, triple birthday wishes are sent to 
Bertilda Hollin, Nghiep Nguyen and Leslie 
Seigler-Keton.

FACEBOOK FRIENDS 

CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS
 The Leader sends happy birthday wishes to 
its Facebook friends who celebrate a birthday 
this week:
 Thursday, March 24: Jessica Faulkner, 
Jaime Napoli, Rainbow Montenegro, 
Larry Bischof and Michelle Noble; Friday, 
March 25: Joe Dominguez, Iris Scentsy, 
LaMagnolia Trattoria Italiana, Chris 
Williams and Jeff Wright; Saturday, March 
26: Andrew Crow, Pratik Bajpayee, Lori 
Johnson, Kevin Waters, Victoria Michelle, 
Sunday Evans and Brittany Waters; Sunday, 
March 27: Chad Rivers, Erica Torres-Saenz, 
Eudosio Salinas, Cheryl Woods, Donna 
Hanson, Joan Zuñiga, Sharon Finney 
and Jimmy Massicott; Monday, March 28: 
Moses Mondragon, Jennifer Blake and Zina 
Corpus; Tuesday, March 29: Melissa Oliviea, 
Marquice Scott, Adam Stringer, Mary Wilms, 
Veronica Rivera and Bobby Rodriguez; and 
Wednesday, March 30: Marilynn Kiel, John 
Berlitz, Gina Escobar, Michelle Matzahn, 
Walter Luna and Kristin Baxter.

LEADER WANTS YOU IN THE NEWS
 Email birthday, anniversary, vacation, 
congratulations, etc., to mynews@south
beltleader.com with OTBF in the subject line. 
Items must be submitted by Friday noon for the 
next week’s publication.

Remember When

  Here comes
      the bride . . . 

Let South Belt Graphics 
& Printing take care of all your 

printing needs for your special day.

• Invitations • Envelopes •
• Napkins • Matchbooks •

• Thank You Cards •

11555 Beamer     281-484-4337

Carry Legally - Open or Concealed
Know the Law

Ellington Arms
License to Carry Classes

(Formerly Concealed Handgun License)

Classes Offered 7 Days a Week

832-857-0150
CarryHouston.com

Are you Licensed to Carry?

Weeknight and Private
Classes Available

Hall Rentals
Weddings, Receptions, Retirements, Birthday PartiesWeddings, Receptions, Retirements, Birthday Parties

American Legion Post 490

Call between 9 AM - 1 PM  M-F
Capacity: 300

11702 Galveston Road
(across from Ellington Field)

281-481-1179

RAQUEL WELCH™
SIGNATURE COLLECTION

OF WIGS &
HAIR ADDITIONS

Largest selection of 
  wigs in Texas!

FEATURING

ESTETICA
DESIGNS

WIGS & EXTENSIONS

Becky’s
125 E. Galveston Street

League City
281-332-6407

The Right BRA,
The Right Form! by JODEE

Caring Fitters Trained & Certified
to Help With All Your After

Breast Surgery Needs.

Great selection of
Mastectomy Swimsuits

281-481-0909
WILLS & PROBATE  INJURY CASES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL  OIL & GAS
LICENSED BY TEXAS SUPREME COURT

www.walkerlaw.com
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, Houston                  281-481-0909    

WALKER LAW OFFICES
Milton Walker, J.D.

FURNITURE RE-DO
 • Re-Pair • Re-Finish
 • Re-Glue • Re-Screw

‘We Re-Do For You’
For Free Estimates Call:

Jeff Davis        281-481-3216

Serving the 
South Belt Area 

for Over 50 
Years

10592 Fuqua @ Beamer

We now represent over 40 companies 

Call for a FREE HOME & AUTO quote

281-481-1903
customerservice@daolsonins.com

Explore world cultures 
at UHCL showcase
 Treat one’s eyes and ears 
to entertainment from around 
the world at University of 
Houston-Clear Lake’s Cultur-
al Extravaganza at 6 p.m. on 
Friday, March 25, in UHCL’s 
Bayou Theater, 2700 Bay 
Area Blvd.
 The annual event show-
cases music, dancing, com-
edy and more, all performed 
by members of the UH-Clear 

Lake community, hosted by 
UHCL Intercultural Student 
Services. 
 Countries represented last 
year include Mexico, China, 
Ethiopia, Pakistan, Poland, 
Taiwan, India, Spain and oth-
ers. Admission is free. 
 For more information, call 
UH-Clear Lake Intercultural 
Student Services at 281-283-
2575, or email iiss@uhcl.edu.

Farmer’s market 
March 29 at UHCL
 Enjoy local fruit, food 
and more at a University of 
Houston-Clear Lake Farm-
er’s Market from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Tuesday, March 29, at 
the university’s Bayou Build-
ing, Atrium I, 2700 Bay Area 
Blvd.
 Products range from fruit 

and baked goods to candy, 
purses and shoes offered 
through local vendors at the 
event hosted by UHCL’s In-
tercultural Student Services.
 For more information, 
contact UHCL Intercultural 
Student Services at 281-283-
2575 or email iiss@uhcl.edu.

Course features benefi ts 
of rubrics in education
 Educators can make ru-
brics the new top teaching 
tool in Using Rubrics to Im-
prove Student Learning, de-
signed specifi cally for K-12 
teachers, coaches, principals 
and professional development 
administrators. 
 The workshop is offered 
by University of Houston- 
Clear Lake’s Center for Edu-
cational Programs and will be 
held from 9 a.m. until noon 
on April 2 in the Arbor Build-
ing, Room 1310.05.
 Participants will learn 

how to develop rubrics and 
use them to improve student 
performance. Center Direc-
tor Randy Willison will lead 
the workshop with expertise 
gained from more than 29 
years of experience in K-12 
public education. 
 The cost is $70 for non- 
students or $15 for current 
UHCL students. Registration 
closes March 25.
 For more information, call 
the Center for Educational 
Programs at 281-283-3530 or 
visit http://cep.uhcl.edu.

Workshop supports 
career transitions
 Gain insight from experts 
if you’re planning to change 
careers, return to the work-
force, set goals or choose a 
major at a two-part Career 
Transition Workshop from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday, April 
1 and 8, at the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake, 2700 
Bay Area Blvd.
 The Career Transition 
Workshop from UH-Clear 
Lake’s Offi ce of Career Ser-
vices will illuminate partici-
pants’ strengths, work values 
and available career resources 

as well as help them develop 
a plan of action. 
 Personality, prior experi-
ence, and work values are all 
important factors in fi nding 
a good job fi t, and UHCL 
career counselors will guide 
participants in targeting a ful-
fi lling career. 
 The workshop is open to 
the public and costs $50 for 
non-students or $35 for UH-
Clear Lake students.
 For more information, call 
UHCL’s Offi ce of Career Ser-
vices at 281-283-2590.

The winners, Serena Segura, Giselle Cazares and Leslie 
Hernandez, compete in their fi nal round of VEX IQ Ro-
botics.

Serena Segura, Giselle Cazares and Leslie Hernandez were 
crowned fi rst-place winners at Melillo’s VEX Robotics com-
petition.

Dillan Nguyen, Ethan Bishop and Billy Junkin take home 
second-place medals.

Madelyn Montes, Sieryn Rocha, Miriam Castillo and Emily 
Delgado won third place in the competition.

The Robotics team celebrates another successful year. Pic-
tured are, left to right, Gabriel Busch, Deborah Bass and 
Guy Mitchell. Not pictured is Jose Wong.

 Twenty teams of future 
engineers at Melillo Middle 
School participated in an 
intense VEX Robotics Chal-
lenge recently, putting their 
IQs to the test for fi rst-, sec-
ond- and third-place status.
 “Any time you have a 
competition where students 
can showcase their talents 
and their intelligence, the 
intensity level is going to 
be high,” said Guy Mitchell, 

VEX coordinator. “The stu-
dents get into it because we 
always push them to the next 
level and they want to see 
how far they can go.”
 Each team constructed 
robots capable of traveling, 
lifting and moving items us-
ing science, technology, en-
gineering and math (STEM) 
skills.
 The object of each game, 
lasting 60-seconds per four 

rounds, was for teams to 
attain the highest score by 
having their robot empty cut-
outs, toss balls onto a ramp 
and park robots. Each task 
was performed under driver 
control using joy sticks.
 The top three teams were 
named winners of the com-
petition. First place went to 
Serena Segura, Giselle Caz-
ares and Leslie Hernandez. 
 Second-place medals 

Melillo students compete in annual VEX IQ robotics competition
went to Dillan Nguyen, 
Ethan Bishop and Billy 
Junkin. 
 Third-place winners were 
Madelyn Montes, Sieryn 
Rocha, Miriam Castillo and 
Emily Delgado.
 While the team with the 
highest score wins, every 
student fi nishes the pro-
gram with something gained 
through their experience.
 “They learn the value of 

team work, hard work and 
gain STEM building skills 
that can be used in the work-
place.” Mitchell said.
 The program, which has 
doubled in size since last 
school year, is a testament to 
the community’s support of 
educational initiatives.
 “We had so many vol-
unteers, including teachers, 
counselors, coaches, par-
ents, teachers, students and 

staff from Pasadena Memo-
rial, help out with this robot-
ics program,” Mitchell said.
 The competition was 
made possible through 
two Pasadena Independent 
School District Education 
Foundation grants totaling 
nearly $10,000. Mitchell 
teamed up with Jill Lacamu, 
Moore Elementary princi-
pal, to apply for the grant 
after seeing the robotics 

program at her campus. The 
program has taken off ever 
since.
 “We are so thankful 
to Pasadena ISD and all 
the volunteers who have 
been part of this initiative,” 
Mitchell said. “These are 
types of programs that ignite 
an excitement about learning 
among our students and pre-
pare them for the future.”
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LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil    5:30 p.m.
Sunday 7:30, 9:15, 11:15 a.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation  is celebrated
Thursday 7:45 to 8:30 p.m               Saturday 4 to 5 p.m.

Parish Office  281-481-6816  
Faith Formation  281-481-4251
Youth Ministry  281-481-4735

St. Luke’s offers ministries for ALL-families, men, women, youth,
children, young adults, single, divorced, separated, widowed.

The Catholic Community of
ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST

Rev. Douglas J. Guthrie, Pastor
Rev. Alvaro Interiano, Parochial Vicar 

11011 Hall Rd.  Houston, TX  77089
(between Beamer & Blackhawk)

www.stlukescatholic.com

 CHURCH DIRECTORY

New Covenant 
Christian Church

10603 Blackhawk 
281-484-4230

Bill & Cheryl Hines, Pastors

We’ve Enlarged Our 
Day Care Facilities

Register Now! 281-481-2003

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Nursery Available at all Services 

Sunday
Early Service • 7:45 a.m. 

Sunday School • 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service • 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting • 7:00 p.m. 

Mid-Week Service • 7:45 p.m.

Bill & Cheryl Hines

Attend the church of your choiceAttend the church of your choice

  Sarah Smith and Mar-
cy Pittman, teachers from 
South Belt Elementary, re-
cently took several teams of 
students to compete at the 
Destination Imagination re-
gional tournament at Katy 
High School where one of the 
teams placed second and will 
advance to the state competi-
tion in the Dallas area.
  Destination Imagination is 
a nonprofi t organization that 
has been around since 1999. 
Their goal is for students to 
learn 21st century thinking 
skills by teaching them how 
to take their ideas from imag-
ination to innovation. 
  The tournament is divid-
ed into two parts, the team 
challenge and the instant 
challenge. Before the tour-
nament, teams choose one of 
seven standard-based chal-
lenges to solve. The areas of 
focus from the challenges are 
technical, scientifi c, fi ne arts, 
improvisational, structural 
and service learning. 
  The team of third graders 
who placed second at the 
tournament chose to do the 
improv performance about 
close encounters. The team 
started doing research on six 
different areas of confi ned 
spaces around September/
October. 
  On the day of the tourna-
ment, the team chose at ran-
dom one of the six areas to 
act out. They were given four 
minutes to prepare the skit, 
given a mysterious character 
to include and had to create 
a prop out of a newspaper. 
Out of the 15-20 teams who 
competed in the same team 

challenge, the South Belt Ele-
mentary team had the highest 
score.
  Unlike the team chal-
lenge, the instant challenge 
is kept a secret until the day 
of the tournament. The team 
must come up with a solu-
tion in fi ve to eight minutes. 
Even after the challenge is 
completed, the team cannot 
discuss it with others until 
Globals in Tennessee. Smith, 
says she still does not know 
what the team did during the 
instant challenge. 
  Allowing kids to solve 
problems on their own is 
very important in Destina-
tion Imagination. Managers 
are not allowed to give ideas 
or interfere, they can only 
teach acting skills and how 
to do research. Smith said the 
kids were nervous before the 
tournament, but she was very 
pleased with how well they 
worked together.
  This is the second year 
the school has participated 
in Destination Imagination, 
and Smith says she plans 
to keep it going. The teams 
will sometimes practice after 
school or put on after-school 
performances and accord-
ing to Smith, the parents are 
blown away with their kid’s 
performances. 
  The team will compete at 
the state competition in the 
Dallas area on April 1-2. The 
state competition uses the 
same challenge and process 
as the regional tournament. 
The top fi ve teams will ad-
vance to Globals which will 
be held at the University of 
Tennessee.

South Belt Elementary students place second 
in Destination Imagination at Katy High School

Smart Troopers

Smart Troopers are, left to right, Alex Olvera, Jake Josling, Jabez Palma and 
Sebastian Sanders.

Electric Bananas take 2nd place

Members of the Electric Bananas with their trophies are, left to right, Sarah 
Smith (team manager), Malcolm Sherwood, Mathew Vu, Gustavo Salinas, Mary 
Grace Pelekamoyo and Marcy Pittman (team manager). Photo submitted

Splendid Steers

Splendid Steers are, left to right, Ricardo Gomez, Michael Montano, Taylor 
Nguyen, Di Dao and Quynh Ky.

Strange Destiny

Strange Destiny members are, left to right, Daniel Arcenaux, Jonathan 
Alexander and Andrew Ullman.

Electric Bananas

Electric Bananas in action are, left to right, (left photo) Mary Grace Pelekamoyo, 
Mathew Vu, Malcolm Sherwood and Gustavo Salinas, (right photo) Mary 
Grace Pelekamoyo, Gustavo Salinas, Malcolm Sherwood and Mathew Vu.

March Aviators of the Month at Roberts

Fred Roberts Middle School Aviators of the Month 
for March are, left to right, fi fth-graders Daniel 
Licerio and Gloria Immaculate, and sixth-grad-
ers Alayna Calvillo and Angel Perales. Teachers 

vote on students each month who showcase aca-
demic excellence, service, acts of kindness, and 
above and beyond qualities in the classroom. 
 Photo submitted

Musical Strike

Musical Strike members are, left to right, Aniya 
Flemming, Evan Fernandez and Hope Ortiz.

Atkinson Science Fair winners named

The following fourth-grade students are the At-
kinson Science Fair fi nalists who participated in 
the Pasadena Independent School District Sci-
ence Fair on March 22, where the district winners 
were announced. Pictured are, left to right, Aylin 

Reyes (Elizabeth Lizama’s class), Linda Pham 
(Tracy Nguyen’s class), Jaclyn Vandiver (Tracy 
Nguyen’s class), Emily Hamlett (Nancy Vasquez’s 
class), and Lilly Tran (Rebecca Garcia’s class).  
 Photo submitted

Meador students 
participate in District 

Science Fair

Left to right, Meador students Yaeisshya Ciudad, Jorge Escobar, Ethan Hernandez, Jor-
dan Muniz and Tre Ramirez participate in science hands-on activities. They were joined 
by students from other Pasadena ISD elementary students who were science fair winners 
at their campuses. Numerous experiments and exhibits were enjoyed by these students.

Below, Meador Elementary fourth-grader Ethan Hernandez 
looks through a telescope at the Pasadena Independent School 
District Science Fair. Photos submitted
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14020 Galveston Road 
Suite 180

Webster, Texas  77598
281-218-6744

Catering - 713-412-8807

5968 Fairmont Parkway 
Suite F

Pasadena, Texas  77505
281-487-1400

Catering - 281-979-6846

www.savannahcafeandbakery.comwww.savannahcafeandbakery.com

Call and ask about ourCall and ask about our

COOKIE 
DECORATING

PARTIES
VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL VISIT US OR CALL US FOR ALL 

YOUR CATERING NEEDSYOUR CATERING NEEDS

WE’RE STILL THE WE’RE STILL THE 
SAME GREAT CAFÉ & BAKERYSAME GREAT CAFÉ & BAKERY

Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.Ms. Janet’s Children of the Future, Inc.
Child Care & Learning Center • Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

Large Play Room, Breakfast/Snack, Hot Lunches, 
Dance, Library & Computer Room

281-484-2376281-484-2376
11590 Hughes Rd. @ BW811590 Hughes Rd. @ BW8

FREEFREE  REGISTRATION - Good thru April 6  REGISTRATION - Good thru April 6

Ages served 6 weeks - 11 years

281-538-5310281-538-5310
3007 Invincible Dr. League City3007 Invincible Dr. League City

LOW PRICES

This ad must be presented at time of enrollment & is not redeemable for cash.  We accept NCI.
New enrollments only • www.msjanets.com

Ms. Janetʼs provides pick-up service from WEBER & PASADENA SCHOOLS, including  
MELILLO, MORRIS and ROBERTS Middle Schools and SOUTH BELT Elementary.

Allied Foundations

 281-479-5247
FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house.

COUPON

Highland Meadow Homeowners’ Association held its Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
March 19, at the Highland Meadow Park. More than 1,500 Easter eggs fi lled with 
candy were hidden throughout the park. Chili cheese hot dogs, chips, soft drinks, 
desserts and candy were served to the children and homeowners. In addition to the 
three golden egg winners, eight small Easter bunnies and music CD’s were given out 
as drawings. Golden Egg winners pictured are (front) Axel Rivas, 1-3 age group; 
(middle) Daniel Gonzalez, 4-7 age group; and (top) Sarah Cruz, 8 and up age group. 
Each received a 2016 Easter bunny. Photo by Rudy Alafa

Highland Meadow Easter winners The Leader wishes all our readers 
a very happy Easter

· Macy’s · Palais Royal · Burlington 
· dd’s Discounts
713-944-1010

I-45 South @ Almeda Genoa Exit
www.almedamall.com

Almeda Mall

March 2016

As we approach the Holy Days of Passover and Easter, the manage-

ment and ownership at Almeda Mall would extend our prayer for all 

of our community, regardless of your individual faith, for a blessed 

Holy Season.

Starting on March 24, the Almeda Mall Reader-board sign on I-45 

will be dedicated to depicting scriptures from the Old and New Tes-

tament speaking to the Jewish Passover Lamb and God’s sparing of 

the Hebrew fi rst born, and on March 27, the Christian Easter Sun-

day, the scriptures will speak to the Christian belief that Jesus Christ 

is the true Lamb of God, and hailing His resurrection from the tomb.

We would implore each of you, during this season, to offer a spe-

cial prayer of thanks for the many gifts your God has provided for 

you and your family, and to ask His continued blessings on our 

United States Of America!!

We wish for each of you, a joyous, safe and blessed Passover and 

Easter Season!!

Wayne C. Fox

CEO
WCF Development

ALMEDA MALL

I-45 South @ Almeda Genoa Exit             
           713-944-1010               

         www.almedamall.com

Managing 
bad behavior 
workshop set
 Join the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake Ap-
plied Behavior Analysis 
Student Organization for 
an interactive workshop 
for parents and caregivers 
of children with autism on 
Saturday, April 2, from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the uni-
versity’s Student Services 
and Classroom Building, 
Room 2311, 2700 Bay 
Area Blvd.
 During the workshop, 
Understanding and Man-
aging Problem Behav-
ior, attendees will learn 
to identify the cause of 
problem behavior such as 
aggression, property de-
struction and general non-
compliance in their chil-
dren. 
 The workshop will also 
cover how to develop and 
implement procedures to 
decrease or eliminate the 
problem behavior. 
 Admission is $25. To 
RSVP, email autismcenter 
@uhcl.edu.

South Belt 
Graphics & Printing

One stop for all 
your printing needs:

• Business Forms • Business Cards  
• Custom Letterheads & Envelopes 

• Wedding Invitations 
• Thank You Notes • Menus 

• Directories • and much more!
11555 Beamer    
281-484-4337

10030 Scarsdale Blvd.
Houston, TX 77089
281-484-9243
www.crossroads-umc.org

Celebrate Resurrection!
Easter Services

8:30AM 
Traditional 
9:45AM 
Español

11:15AM 
Contemporary

He is Risen!
Easter Egg Hunt 

Games, Crafts, Music
Sat, Mar 26
10AM-2PM 

 
St. Luke the Evangelist  

Early Childhood Center 
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SPORTS & CLASSIFIED

USA KARATE

11101 RESOURCE PKWY. 
(Behind Sonic)

281-484-9006

After School Care 

Call For DetailsCall For Details  

Sign up forSign up for
after school after school 
care NOW!care NOW!

C&D Burger Shop
  Celebrating Our 33rd  Year

Our Burgers are the Original 
“Old Fashioned” Hamburgers.

Hamburger, 
Fries and 

Med. Drink

With Coupon

$5.59
Mon. – Sat. 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sun. – 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.Mon. – Sat. 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sun. – 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.
281-481-1491                                10606 Fuqua

Now Open Sundays & Serving Breakfast DailyNow Open Sundays & Serving Breakfast Daily

ENTIRE MENU SERVED ALL DAY

Special
Special

Mon. - Sat. 8am - 6pm,  Sun. 9am - 5pm

11210 Scarsdale
(Between I-45

& Beamer)
281-484-5945

2916 FM 528
(Friendswood near

West Bay Area Blvd.)
281-996-1070

11613 Broadway
(Next to Pearland Town

Center Mall)
713-436-2326

• Ocean LAVA Carnauba Wax
• rain-guard

• Clear Coat Protectant
• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

• Spot Free Rinse
• High Velocity Drying  

     (In Tunnel)
     2 Day Rain Check

The Works

• rain-guard   • Triple Foam Wax
• Clear Coat Protectant

• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

• Spot Free Rinse
• High Velocity Drying  

     (In Tunnel)
    2 Day Rain Check

Shine & 
Protection

• Wheel Cleaning (In Tunnel)
• Tire Shine (In Tunnel)
• Underbody Rinse

• High Velocity Drying  
     (In Tunnel)

                   1 Day Rain Check

Wheels
& Tires

Join our eClub for more savings www.oceancarwashtx.comarwashhtxtttttx cccooomom

• Wash
• High Velocity Drying  

     (In Tunnel)

Express 
Exterior 

Wash

$16

$13

$10

$6

Now Offering A Full Line Of Exterior Washes     “Wash & Go in under 5 min.”

DIXIE DELI 
364A FM 1959 
 (between I-45 & Hwy 3)
 281-484-3083
Hours: 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

DAILY SPECIAL – $4.99
6” PO-BOY, CHIPS & DRINK

 The South Belt Area 
Sports Association is again 
looking for deserving 
class of 2016 high school 
seniors who would like to 
vie for the group’s annual 
scholarship awards.
 Each year, the associa-

SBASA welcomes applicants
tion presents $500 schol-
arships to be applied to-
ward collegiate academic 
costs to one deserving 
male and one deserving 
female student. Eligibility 
requirements for the South 
Belt Area Sports Associa-
tion are:
 The student must have 
completed a minimum 
of three seasons in any 
of the six youth sports 
leagues supported by the 
SBASA, including the 
Sagemont-Beverly Hills 
Little League, South Belt 
Girls’ Softball Associa-
tion, Sagemont Cowboys, 
South Belt Senior League 
Baseball (Pony/Colt), the 
South Belt Youth Soccer 
Club or the Southbelt Dol-
phins.
 Eligible candidates 
must be satisfactory in 
both attendance and aca-
demic standing and should 
also have exhibited good 
citizenship, character and 
community involvement 
to date.
 The scholarship may be 

used to defer costs in the 
approved areas, including 
tuition, fees, books or mis-
cellaneous expenses. 
 The selection will be 
made by the SBASA com-
mittee. Financial need will 
be considered in the selec-
tion process.
 The applications must 
be completed and returned 
to the Dobie or Clear 
Brook counseling offices 
by April, 22, 2016.
 The recipient must en-
roll in a minimum of 12 
class hours at an accredit-
ed institution, including a 
four-year college or tech-
nical/vocational school.
 The funds will be dis-
tributed to the chosen can-
didates once registration 
and other appropriate re-
ceipts are provided to the 
committee for approval.
 Applicants should also 
submit a copy of their 
transcript and a senior por-
trait with the application.

Questions should be 
directed to Rich Newell, 
president of South Belt 

Area Sports Association, 
at rdnewell2@auspex-inc.
com or Karen O’Connor, 
secretary, at karenocon 
nor9694@sbcglobal.net.

CLEAR BROOK REALTORS

Eli Tanksley
Broker/Owner
281-450-3305

– We Have The Answer To Your Real Estate Needs –

Clear Brook Promises to Provide Professional, 
Ethical & Informed Services to Our New & Existing Clients

SAGEGLEN - 4/21/2/2, Corner Lot, 2600 Sq. Ft., Newer Roof, $190,000. 

PEARLAND COMMERCIAL BLDG. - 2910 SF, 1 Story - $349,000.

HOUSTON - 4 BR. with Apartment.

WOODS OF WINBLETON - 4/2/31/2, Beautiful Home, Updates In-
clude Hardwood Floors, Carpet Tile, Electric Cooktop, New Fixtures and 
Paint. Reduced $30,000 to $238,000.

CLEAR BROOK LANDING 3-2-2 - Hardwood, Carpet, $154,000.

FULL SERVICE
Real Estate
Insurance

“FULL SERVICE Makes Your
Investment EASIER”

11555 Beamer Rd., Ste. 100 
Houston, TX 77089

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

BREAKFAST 
served

8:00 AM 
to All Day

Happy Hour All Day Every Day
– Catering Available –

10906 Fuqua • 281-484-2697

BREAKFAST BUFFET
Sat. & Sun. 8 AM to 2 PM

Sun.-Thur. 8-10 – Fri.-Sat. 8-11

COUPON

$5 OFF
2nd Entree

Not good for breakfast or breakfast
buffet. Limit 1 per table. Exp. 04/05/16

www.lashaciendasgrill.com

HAPPY HOURHAPPY HOUR 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
FREE Mini BuffetFREE Mini Buffet 
4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. -11 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. -11 p.m.

$5 OFF$5 OFF
Buy one Entree at regular 
price and get $5.00 off 

second entree
Sat. - Thur. Only. Not valid with any 
other offer or discount. Limit 1 per 
table. Dine in Only after 4 p.m. Not 

valid with Lunch Specials.
Expires 4-05-16

Daily Specials • Catering • Gift Cards
Party and Meeting Rooms Available at all Locations

Lunch SpecialsLunch Specials
from $4.99from $4.99

South Belt • 281-484-6888
12933 Gulf Freeway

Nasa • 281-557-3500
1020 NASA ROAD 1 @ 45

League City • 281-334-2175
2951 Marina Bay Dr. Ste. 150

Stafford • 281-240-3060
12821  SOUTHWEST FRWY. 

5 Year Labor
Warranty

• Vinyl
• Hardi Board
 Siding

Kevin Dalley ’76 Dobie Grad
Chris Dalley ‘79 Dobie Grad

REPLACEMENT & STORM WINDOWS

Call Now!

281-481-9683

• V
• H76 Dobie Grad

9 Dobie Grad

w!
WINNER BEST ROOFING COMPANY IN BAY AREA

Bidistrict soccer playoffs
JFD varsity boys at 

Port Arthur Memorial
Butch Thomas Stadium, Beaumont

Thursday, March 24, 7 p.m.
JFD varsity girls host Deer Park

Veterans Stadium, 7 p.m.
Thursday, March 24

Above, Dobie senior Summer Naser hopes the 
Lady Longhorns can shock District 21-6A cham-
pion Deer Park in the bidistrict playoffs, which 
would allow Naser and her Lady Longhorn team-
mates to keep their 2016 season alive.

Photo by Nick Tamayo
At right, the Dobie varsity boys’ team, includ-
ing Mateo Gutierrez (14) had an easy time Jan. 8 
against Port Arthur Memorial at the Pasadena ISD 
Cup, winning the game 5-0. Now, the Longhorns, 
champions of 22-6A, travel to meet the Titans in 
Beaumont. The two teams also met in the first 
round of the playoffs a season ago, with Dobie ad-
vancing after winning a thrilling shootout.

Photo by John Bechtle

JFD teams hunt bidistrict playoff wins
By John Bechtle

Sports Editor
 Haven’t we been here 
before? 
 The luck of the draw 
has the Dobie varsity 
boys’ soccer team going 
up against the Port Arthur 
Memorial Titans in the 
first round of the playoffs 
for the second straight sea-
son.
 And the Dobie girls, in 
the playoffs for the first 
time since losing in the 
first round to Deer Park 
in the opening round in 
2014, will again face the 
Lady Deer.
 It’s all part of the fun as 
the chase for the Region 
III championship begins.
 Despite finishing the 
District 22-6A season 
with an unbeaten record 
(13-0-3) for the second 
consecutive season, Dobie 
isn’t drawing much praise 
outside of its own circle.
 Cinco Ranch, Aldine 
and Alief Elsik are some 
of the big-time programs 
who garner the most atten-
tion in discussions about  
possible Region III Final 
Four candidates. 
 But why not Dobie? 
The Longhorns advanced 
to the second round a 
season ago, and seem to 
epitomize the true “team” 
game approach.
 And it’s all about ad-
vancing. Dobie head 
coach Justo Manrique has 
long said that in the game 
of soccer, a terrific play or 

a mistake by one of the 11 
players on either team can 
often make the difference 
in a game – especially 
come postseason times.
 Granted, there is no leg-
endary scoring threat on 
this team. 
 Instead, the Longhorns 
frequently take a few 
chances up front, pushing 
for extra scoring chances 

while asking its defense to 
hold the fort in the back. 
But it’s worked to this 
point, and perhaps it will 
continue.
 As for the Dobie girls, 
there is an understanding 
that it is liable to take a 
monumental effort to de-
feat one of the area’s top 
programs (Deer Park), but 

Continued on Page 6B

Good Friday break
alters playing slate

Gaines, JFD
slug past SR
by 15-5 count
At right, Dobie’s 
Deja Gaines drove 
in four runs, leading 
the Lady Longhorns 
to a 15-5 victory over 
Sam Rayburn March 
22, at the Pasadena 
ISD complex. The 
Lady Longhorns 
banged out 21 hits as 
they moved to 5-2 in 
District 22-6A action 
with one more game 
in the first round to 
come against Memo-
rial. Despite losses 
to Pearland and Al-
vin in the first half 
of league play, the 
Lady Longhorns are 
sitting comfortably 
in third place, with 
the big game coming 
against Memorial. 
Pearland leads the 
22-6A standings at 
7-0, with Alvin next 
at 6-1. Dobie is third 
with Dawson, Manvel 
and Memorial cur-
rently pushing for the 
fourth playoff seed. 
See more on Page 2B.
Photo by John Bechtle

 For the second straight 
week, there will be no 
Friday action on high 
school athletic fields.
 Last week, it was 
spring break, and now 
Good Friday has stepped 
in.
 So the Clear Brook 
and Dobie varsity base-
ball and softball pro-

grams, as well as their 
competitors, will instead 
be in action Thursday, 
March 24. 
 Most bidistrict soccer 
playoff games, including 
those involving Dobie 
(see at right), will also be 
contested March 24. The 
usual schedule resumes 
Tuesday, March 29.

Thursday, March 24
Dobie varsity baseball

vs. Sam Rayburn
Maguire Field, 4 p.m.

Dobie varsity softball
vs. Memorial

PISD Complex, 6:30 p.m.

Brook varsity softball at 
Friendswood, 6:45 p.m.
Brook varsity baseball

at Clear Falls, 6:30 p.m.

Lunch Menu
Monday-Friday
11 a.m.-3 p.m.

NOW OPENNOW OPEN
HAPPY HOUR HAPPY HOUR 

EVERYDAY 3-7 p.m.EVERYDAY 3-7 p.m.

We Can Cater 
Your Special Event!
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Anthony Propeck has come a long way in the sport of bowling during his high 
school career, which culminated with him picking up numerous honors. Pro-
peck also gives back to the sport in many ways, serving on various boards and 
committees.

 Clear Brook High 
School bowler Anthony 
Propeck was inducted into 
the Houston Hall of Honor 
and named Houston Bowl-
er of the Year March 19, in 
Houston.  For his efforts, 
Propeck received schol-
arships for both presti-
gious honors, and received 
scholarships for the Hous-
ton Service Award and 
for winning in Division 
1 Scratch Singles, High 
Game Scratch (277), and 
High Scratch Series (712) 
at the City Tournament. 
 Propeck currently has 
league averages of 211 
and 210.  He finished high 
school district competition 
with a 208 average, and 
was the Southeast Hous-
ton high school district 

 The San Jacinto Col-
lege baseball team will 
help raise funds for An-
gel Flight South Central, 
an organization that helps 
breast cancer patients, at 
the seventh annual Play 
Pink game on Saturday, 
April 2. 
 San Jacinto College 
will face off against con-
ference rival Blinn Col-
lege in a doubleheader, 
with the first game starting 
at 3 p.m., at John Ray Har-
rison Field at Andy Pettitte 
Park on the North campus.
 At the midway point 
in the season, San Jacin-
to College is ranked No. 
2 in the nation by Perfect 
Game, and is in first place 
in the Region XIV South 
Zone, with a 22-6 (11-5 
conference) record.
 “The Play Pink events 
in past years were success-
ful, and we hope the com-
munity will once again 
come out to support this 
worthy cause, while en-
joying some good baseball 
action,” said San Jacinto 
College head coach Tom 
Arrington.
 SJC assistant coach 
Jimmy Durham lost his 
wife, Michele, to breast 
cancer 12 years ago. 
 At the time, Durham 
was on the coaching staff 
at New Mexico Junior 
College in Hobbs, New 
Mexico. 

 While Michele was be-
ing treated in Houston, the 
couple used the services 
of Angel Flight South 
Central (formerly Grace 
Flight of America) to fly 
Michele to and from New 
Mexico and Houston, free 
of charge.
 Angel Flight South 
Central provides free air 
transportation for medical 
and humanitarian purpos-
es. 
 The organization’s goal 
is to remove the trans-
portation burden from 
patients so they can re-
ceive specialized medical 
treatment that may not be 
available to them locally.  
 Angel Flight South 
Central also has a ground 
crew that drives patients to 
and from the local airports 
in their communities to 
hospitals.
 The organization not 
only flew Michele to and 
from Houston for treat-
ment, but would also oc-
casionally fly one or all 
of the Durham’s five chil-
dren, so that they would 
not be far from their moth-
er. 
 “(Angel Flight) literally 
helped keep our family to-
gether,” said Durham, who 
is now in his 11th season 
as an assistant coach at 
San Jacinto College. 
 “They allowed the en-
tire family to be together 

at least some of the time, 
and gave our children an 
opportunity to be with 
their mother.”
 All money raised from 
donations at the April 2 
game will go directly to 
Angel Flight South Cen-
tral. 
 San Jacinto College 
players and coaches will 
wear special pink jerseys 
during the game, which 
is a big series against the 
Bucs in conference play.
 Fans are encouraged to 
wear pink to support the 
cause, and can bid on auc-
tion items, which will in-
clude sports memorabilia. 
Play Pink T-shirts will be 
available at the game for 
fans who make contribu-
tions to the Angel Flight 
organization.
 Durham says he hopes 
the Play Pink event not 
only raises awareness for 
Angel Flight South Cen-
tral, but monetary help as 

well. 
 “The pilots volunteer 
their time, planes, and 
fuel to help others,” added 
Durham.  
 “They pay for these 
flights themselves, unself-
ishly, and need more fund-
ing to continue to serve 
people in need.”
 San Jacinto College 
baseball games are free to 
attend, but donations will 
be accepted for admission 
to the Play Pink game.  
 All San Jacinto College 
baseball home games are 
played at the North cam-
pus at 5800 Uvalde Road 
in Houston. 
 For information about 
the San Jacinto College 
baseball team, visit san 
jacsports.com.
 For information about 
Angel Flight South Cen-
tral, or to make donations, 
visit the organization’s 
website at angelflightsc.
org.

San Jacinto College baseball to host 
Play Pink game against Blinn Bucs

champion in 2014 and 
2015.  
 The standout later tied 
for first place in Region X 
competition, bowling an 
outstanding 299 game and 
averaging 232.  
 During his career, Pro-
peck has made three high 
school state appearances 
and made the all-district 
first team three years in a 
row.  
 During play, Propeck 
has had numerous 750 
plus series’ and 11 games 
over 275.  
 Propeck is the president 
of the Greater Houston 
United States Bowling 
Congress (USBC) Youth 
Leaders and Texas USBC 
Youth Leaders.  He also 
holds a position as a youth 

director on the GHUSBC 
Board of Directors. 
 As a freshman, Pro-
peck started with the Clear 
Brook High School bowl-
ing team with a 146 tryout 
average.  
 Through hard work and 
dedication, Anthony im-
proved daily,” said one of 
his Clear Brook coaches, 
Roxy Casas.  
 “We saw his potential 
pretty early and encour-
aged him to join leagues 
for more practice.  
 “During his sophomore 
year, he finished the high 
school season with a 199 
average and was the dis-
trict champion. He has 
been unstoppable ever 
since.  We are so proud of 
him.” 

Clear Brook bowler Propeck 
keeps his accolades coming

At right, Dobie swim 
coach Bradley Nguy-
en and the Longhorns’ 
program will host a 
pre-summer league 
clinic for youths age 6 
to 12, April 5 through 
April 8 at the Bever-
ly Hills Intermediate 
pool. The April 5 work-
out will include free-
style skills, while the 
April 6 workout will 
cover the backstroke. 
The April 7 workout 
will cover breaststroke/
butterfl y skills and the 
April 8 workout will 
include work in all 
strokes. Nguyen will be 
assisted by JFD assis-
tant coach Kyle Ediger 
as well as current Do-
bie swimmers. Cost of 
the clinic is $50 cash. 
The Pasadena ISD does 
not provide medical in-
surance for this type of 
event, so parents will 
be responsible for pro-
viding their own childs’ 
medical insurance. For 
more information, di-
rect email to Nguyen 
at ktnguyen@pasade 
naisd.org.

Dobie offers youth swim clinic

District 22-5A Standings
Varsity Baseball

(As of March 22)
 Teams  W  L
 Pearland                   7 0
 Alvin                         5 1
 Manvel  4 2
 Dawson                     4 3
 South Houston  3 3
 Dobie  2                  4  
 Memorial  2                  4 
 Pasadena   1 5  
 Rayburn  0                  6

 Just two varsity track 
and field meets remain as 
athletes from Dobie High 
School strive to be at their 
best for the District 22-6A 
championships.
 Both Dobie teams will 
be involved in the South 
Houston High School In-
vitational, set for Thurs-
day, March 24, at Auxilia-
ry Stadium. 
 After that, the Lady 
Longhorns will compete 
at the Rockhold Relays at 
Baytown’s Stallworth Sta-
dium April 1, and Dobie’s 
boys will be part of the 
mix at the April 1 Wildcat 
Relays in Angleton.
 It’ll be good to get back 
to action as both programs 
took some time off for 
spring break. 
 Dobie junior Camille 
Singleton did run in the 
200-meter dash at the 
March 19 Texas South 
University High School 
Invitational, finishing 
21st overall with a time of 
25.81 seconds.
 Also at the TSU Re-
lays, Clear Brook’s Bran-
don Taylor continued his 
unbeaten season in the 
100-meter dash, winning 
in a time of 10.38. 
 He then went head-to-
head with Desoto’s Trevin 
Chambers in the 200-me-
ter dash, eventually taking 
second in a time of 21.14. 
Chambers’ winning time 
was 21.11.
 High jumper Luke 
Barksdale cleared  6 
feet for ninth place, and 
the Wolverines’ John’te 
Horace (5’8”) was 15th.
 Cuatarus Quarles of 
Clear Brook collected 
a time of 22.72 in the 
200-meter dash for 16th 
place overall.

Dobie boys at LP
 Before spring break, 
the Longhorn boys were 
in action at the annu-
al Bayshore Olympics, 

hosted by La Porte High 
School.
 Jeremy Davis came up 
with the Longhorns’ top 
finish as he was runner-up 
in the 110-meter hurdles at 
15.11.
 Jacurry Shelvin’s 
time of 11.44 placed him 
seventh overall in the 
100-meter dash, and team-
mate Mark Brent was 24th 
at 12.00
 Daniel Williams repre-
sented the Longhorns in 
both hurdling events.  
 At the 110 distance, 
Williams’ time of 15.85 
was 11th, and he placed 
seventh in the 300-meter 
hurdles with a clocking of 
42.07.
 In the same 300-meter 
hurdles, the Longhorns’ 
Earl Newton came up with 
a time of 42.64 for ninth 
place.
 Shelvin went quickly in 
the 200-meter dash as he 
placed 11th at 23.58, and 
Longhorns’ freshman Kris 
Morris had a time of 24.42 
for 21st place. Segdrick 
Romar of Dobie was 29th 
at 24.96.
 In the 400-meter dash, 
Dobie’s Christian Penolo-
za was 13th at 55.10, and 
Mason Douglas complet-
ed the 110-meter hurdles 
at 16.43 for 12th place.  
 Douglas’ time of 44.66 
placed him 19th in the 
300-meter hurdles.
 Dobie placed sixth in 
the 4x200-meter relay, 
seventh in the 4x100-me-
ter relay and 10th in the 
4x400-meter relay. 
JFD girls at Clear Creek
 Dobie’s varsity girls’ 
track and field team made 
a pre-Spring Break stop at 
the Clear Creek Wildcats 
Relays in League City.
 The Lady Longhorns’ 
4x200-meter relay team 
stole the show for the lo-
cals, winning the event at 
1 minute, 42.50 seconds.

 Dobie’s 4x100-meter 
relay team was fourth at 
49.06, and the 4x400-me-
ter relay foursome pro-
duced a time of 4:04.16 
for seventh place.
 Individually, high 
jumper Ladayijah Cook 
placed second after clear-
ing 5 feet, 4 inches, and 
pole vaulter Camryn 
Ridge was sixth with a top 
effort of 8 feet.

CB boys at Bayshore
 The Brook boys’ track 
and field team also made 
a stop at the Bayshore 
Olympics in La Porte.
 Quarles was a star for 

the Wolverines, winning 
the 400-meter dash at 
50.30.
 Teammate Jaizac Gar-
cia also competed in the 
400-meter dash, where 
he was ninth in a time of 
53.91.
 Sterling Stephens 
was exceptional in the 
100-meter dash, where his 
time of 11.19 was third. 
Brook’s Jarrett Smith 
posted a time of 11.49 for 
ninth place in the event.
 Moving to the 200-me-
ter dash, the Wolverines’ 
Jamael Farooq was third 
after clocking in at 22.55, 

and Stephens placed 15th 
at 23.79. 
 Onix Little also ran 
the 200-meter event for 
the Wolverines, finishing 
32nd (25.71).
 Caleb Nettles and Co-
rey Fairer took part in the 
hurdles for Clear Brook.  
 In the 110-hurdles, Net-
tles’ time of 15.71 was 
seventh, while Fairer was 
11th at 16.05.
 Nettles (eighth place 
at 42.51), Fairer (10th at 
42.91) and Tyler Garcia 
(14th at 43.44) also com-
peted in the 300-meter 
hurdles.

Tracksters set to hit fi nal turn during season

At 2-4, Longhorn baseball looks to get back on track
 If it’s too early to begin 
thinking about must wins, 
then the time is probably 
coming soon.
 Visiting Alvin hand-
ed Dobie a 3-0 no-hit 
loss March 22, at Dobie, 
which was the Longhorns’ 
second straight loss. On 
March 16, the Longhorns 
had a 5-0 lead heading 
into the bottom of the third 
inning before losing the 

game, 8-7.
 Now at 2-4 overall in 
league play, the Long-
horns would love nothing 
better than to get back to 
even in the 22-6A stand-
ings as the first half closes 
out.
 The opportunity is there 
as Dobie faces winless 
Sam Rayburn Thursday, 
March 24, at Maguire 
Field. Game time is 4 p.m. 

The first half of District 
22-6A action then ends 
as the Longhorns host the 
Memorial Mavericks, also 
2-4 at this point, on Tues-
day, March 29, at Dobie. 
Game time is also 4 p.m.
 Dobie’s biggest issue 
aside from the 2-4 start is 
the fact that five teams sit 
in front of it in the stand-
ings at this point. Pearland 
leads the way at 7-0, hav-

ing handed 6-1 Alvin it’s 
lone loss in league play. 
Manvel, Dawson and 
South Houston are also 
currently ahead of the lo-
cals.
 Against Dawson, the 
Longhorns built them-
selves a tidy 5-0 lead 
through the top of the third 
inning before the Eagles 
got their offense going.
 Scoring two runs in the 
third inning, one in the 
fourth, two more in the 
fifth and three more over 
the final two innings, the 
Eagles were able to steal 
the win.
 Luis Salazar led Dobie 
with four hits in the game, 
and Jeremy Green came 
up with two runs driven in 

in the contest, but the Ea-
gles’ ability to score runs 
late made the difference.
 Against Alvin, Dobie’s 
Kaelon Woods certainly 

pitched well enough to 
win, with Alvin getting 
one run in the first inning 
but then being held to two 
runs in the seventh inning. 

Woods went the distance, 
striking out six. He al-
lowed just five hits in the 
game. The problem? 
 Alvin’s Joe Dalmolin 

was spectacular, striking 
out 13 during his no-hit 
performance to lift the 
Yellowjackets.
 So four of the five 
teams above the Long-
horns in the standings 
have already scored wins 
over the locals, so perhaps 
that “must win” situation 
comes now.  
 After facing Rayburn 
and Memorial to finish the 

first half, the Longhorns 
will begin the second half 
with a home game against 
first-place Pearland. Obvi-
ously, the games are about 
to get bigger and bigger.
 In 2015, the Longhorns 
rallied to make the playoffs 
after experiencing some 
ups and downs through the 
early to middle portions of 
league play. A comeback 
is possible.

Hits keep coming, Lady Longhorns now 5-2

SJC’s Play Pink Game
San Jacinto College 

hosts Blinn Bucs
Saturday, April 2

J.R. Harrison Field
at Andy Pettitte Field, 3 p.m.

At right, Dobie varsi-
ty softball head coach 
Robin Rackley has 
guided her team to fi ve 
wins in seven District 
22-6A contests. In those 
fi ve wins, the Lady 
Longhorns have scored 
79 runs. After closing 
out the fi rst half of play 
against Memorial, Do-
bie will host 22-6A lead-
er Pearland.

Photo by John Bechtle

 15 runs. 21 hits. If only 
that could happen each 
night. 
 Wait, the Lady Long-
horns of Dobie have made 
it a bit of a habit of scoring 
bunches of runs through 
District 22-6A action.
 In Dobie’s five wins in 
district play, the offense 
has produced 79 runs. 
That’s more than 15 per 
game.
 District leader Pearland 
downed Dobie 9-0 in the 
league opener, and sec-
ond-place Alvin used a 
six-run, seventh inning 
to defeat the Lady Long-
horns 6-1.
 But other than that, this 
has been one of the area’s 
most explosive offensive 
teams.
 Against Rayburn in that 

15-5 win March 22, the 
Lady Longhorns banged 
out 21 hits.
 The game was score-
less until the third inning, 
when Dobie scored six 
times. A four-run, fourth 
inning allowed Dobie to 
coast to the victory.
 Taylor Pleasants, a 
standout player in her 
first year on the varsi-
ty squad as a freshman, 
had four hits to pave the 
way. Yvonne Whaley, the 
team’s sophomore lead-off 
hitter, had three more hits.
 Daja Gaines continued 
her solid offensive season 
with four runs batted in, 
and Allison Bravo plated 
three more runs.
 Junior pitcher Michelle 
Kristoff was the winning 
pitcher, going the distance 

for the win.
 The Lady Longhorns 
will close out the first half 
of league play Thursday, 
March 24, at the Pasade-
na ISD complex, against 
Memorial. Dobie’s March 
29 home game against 
Pearland opens the second 
half.

At right, Dobie’s JoJo 
Castaneda is looking to 
help his varsity base-
ball teammates get 
back on track in the 
District 22-6A race. 
At  2-4, the Longhorns 
have games with Sam 
Rayburn and Memori-
al to close out the fi rst 
half of league play.

Two losses hurt CB softball
 A 9-3 loss to Clear Falls 
followed by an 11-1 loss 
to the Brazoswood Lady 
Bucs suddenly have the 
Clear Brook varsity soft-
ball team looking to make 
up some ground.
 The locals were 2-1 at 
one point in the District 
24-6A campaign, but now 
the defeats have begun to 
come – three in all. 
 The Lady Wolverines 
will look to close out the 
first half of league play 
with a win, going against 
host Friendswood Thurs-
day, March 24. Game time 
is 6:45 p.m.
 Brazoswood broke 

open a close game by scor-
ing four runs in both the 
fourth and fifth innings.
 Against Clear Falls, the 
Lady Wolverines were de-
feated 9-3 as Clear Falls’ 
Maddison Demers hit two 
home runs and drove in 

five runs in the game.
 Brazoswood is the dis-
trict leader at 6-0. Clear 
Falls is 5-1, followed by 
Clear Springs at 4-2.
 Brook is battling with 
others for playoff posi-
tioning.
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY, MARCH 24

7 a.m.
AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Pasadena, in the Cornell Conference room. Call 
281-487-8787 for information, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 
a.m., Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. 
For lessons, contact instructor Dr. Dave Glandorf at 
drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6/
game or $15/lesson. For information, call the club at 281-
480-1911.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group 
of Alcoholics Anonymous, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. 
For information, call 713-856-1611.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise 
for individuals with Parkinson’s disease, 4 to 5 p.m., Kin-
dred Rehabilitation Hospital Clear Lake, 655 E. Medical 
Center Blvd., Webster. Call 713-313-1652 or visit www.
hapsonline.org for information.

7 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Maundy Thursday service is March 
24, 7 p.m., with communion, at CrossRoads United 
Methodist Church, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For information, 
call 281-484-9243 or visit www.crossroads-umc.org.
Asbury United Methodist Church – presents a live dra-
matization of the Last Supper with Jesus and his disciples 
on Thursday, March 24, at 7 p.m. Asbury UMC is located at 
5354 Space Center Blvd. in Pasadena at the corner of 
Genoa-Red Bluff and Space Center Blvd.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group of 
Narcotics Anonymous, open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. 
Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First Presbyterian Church 
(youth building) on Westminster side. For information, call 
713-856-1611.
Al-Anon (English Speaking) – Provides support for 

family and friends of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday, 7 
p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Pasadena, room 215. Call 281-487-8787, or 
just drop in.
Alateen – Provides support for teenage children, friends 
and family members of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday, 7 
p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Pkwy, 
Pasadena, room 208. Call 281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meet-
ings are held Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays 
and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, call 713-204-
2481.

FRIDAY,  MARCH 25
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 
7 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Pasadena, in Cornell Conference room. Call 281-
487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 
a.m., Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. 
For lessons, contact instructor Dr. Dave Glandorf at 
drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6/
game or $15/lesson. For information, call the club at 281-
480-1911.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – West End Group of Al-
coholics Anonymous, noon, Shepherd of the Heart United 
Methodist Church, 12005 County Road 39, Pearland. For 
information, call 713-856-1611.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Provides sup-
port for family and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 6 p.m., room 215, First United 
Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. Call 
281-487-8787, or just drop in.

6:30 p.m.
Bay Area Genealogical Society – Meets the last Friday of 

each month at University Baptist Church, 16106 
Middlebrook Dr., Clear Lake. Coffee and socializing at 6:30; 
meeting at 7 p.m. No general meeting in Nov. or Dec. For 
information, visit www.TxBayAreaGen.org.

7 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Good Friday service with the Easter 
Cantata is March 25, 7 p.m., at 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For 
information, call 281-484-9243 or visit www.crossroads-
umc.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
Narcotics Anonymous, open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., 
(Hwy 35), Pearland. For information, call 713-856-1611.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
7:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous –  “Breakfast with Bill”, Saturdays, 
7:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway, Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-
8787, or just drop in.

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, March 26, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., with games, snacks, crafts, and Bible 
stories, at CrossRoads United Methodist Church, 10030 
Scarsdale Blvd. For information, call 281-484-9243 or visit 
www.crossroads-umc.org.

10 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
Narcotics Anonymous, open meeting, 2245 N. Main St., 
(Hwy 35), Pearland. For information, call 713-856-1611.

11 a.m.
Al-Anon Meeting (Women Only, English) – For persons 
whose lives are affected by an addict. Saturdays, 11 a.m., 
First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont 
Pkwy., Cornell Conference room #111. Call 281-487-8787, 
or just drop in.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 
a.m., Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. 
For lessons, contact instructor Dr. Dave Glandorf at 
drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6/

game or $15/lesson. For information, call the club at 281-
480-1911.

SUNDAY, MARCH 27
11:15 a.m.

Congregation Shaar Hashalom – Presents Line by Line 
with the Prophets, sessions by Rabbi Stuart Federow, 
11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., at 16020 El Camino Real, 77062, 
the Conservative synagogue in the Bay Area. Everyone is 
welcome. This is a line by line study, but previous classes 
are not required. Visit www.shaarhashalom.org or contact 
the Synagogue offi ce at 281-488-5861 or csh@shaarha-
shalom.org.

1 p.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 
a.m., Saturday and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. 
For lessons, contact instructor Dr. Dave Glandorf at 
drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. Cost is $6/
game or $15/lesson. For information, call the club at 281-
480-1911.

2 p.m.
Grief Support Group – For any adult who has lost a loved 
one. Meets Sundays, except Mother’s Day, Easter and 
Christmas, 2 to 3:15 p.m., First United Methodist Church 
Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway. For information, call 
281-487-8787.

5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery – A faith-based 12-Step Program, 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m., Chapel of the Educational Building at 
Life Church in Houston, 9900 Almeda Genoa. Call 713-
419-2635 for information or to RSVP for child care.

6:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Candlelight Meeting, Sunday, 
6:30 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont 
Parkway, Pasadena, Cornell Conference room. Call 281-
487-8787, or just drop in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of 
Narcotics Anonymous meets Sundays, 7 p.m., 2245 N. 
Main St., Pearland. For information, call 713-856-1611.
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Lajaunie tennis plans take shape
 The Darren Lajaunie 
Tennis Scholarship Fund 
(DLTSF) along with the 
Bay Area Racquet Club 
(BARC) in Houston will 
host the 5th Annual Dar-
ren Lajaunie Memorial 
Tennis Tournament Fri-
day through Sunday, April 
22 through April 24. The 
BARC is located on Kings 
Park Lane, off NASA 
Parkway.
 The Sponsorship Drive 
and tournament prepara-
tions are underway for 
the tournament, which 
will award members of 
the BARC’s junior tennis 
players both youth camp 
and college scholarships.  
 College scholarships 
will also be awarded to 
two tennis playing seniors 
(one boy and one girl) at 
Dobie High School.  
 Lajaunie began his ten-
nis career playing at Dobie 
High School and gradu-
ated co-valedictorian in 
1984. The Lajaunie fam-
ily have been members 
of BARC since 2009. 
Last year DLTSF raised 

$19,000 for the scholar-
ships from sponsorships, 
donations, silent auction, 
dinner raffle and proceeds 
from Texas Land and Cat-
tle night for DLTSF.
 Unfortunately, Lajaunie 
lost his battle with mela-
noma on May 3, 2011. 
This scholarship fund 
and tournament is a way 
to honor his memory by 
helping junior tennis play-
ers enjoy tennis and by 
assisting with their educa-
tion in college. 
 Lajaunie was an electri-
cal engineer graduate from 
the University of Texas in 
Austin, and a pillar of the 
community while working 
at the Johnson Space Cen-
ter. He was dedicated and 
passionate for his favorite 
past time of playing ten-
nis.
 All registered players 
will receive a tournament 
T-shirt and hat, and enjoy 
complimentary Saturday 
morning breakfast snacks.  
 A complimentary lunch 
will also be available for 
players, which will be do-

nated by the Lajaunie fam-
ily.    
 The Darren Lajaunie 
Tennis Scholarship Fund 
volunteers are busy seek-
ing donors, and silent auc-
tion items.   
 On April 22, the event 
will “Kick-off” with a 
silent auction with the 
BARC scholarship awards 
dinner at the racquet club.  
 There will be six camp 
scholarships and two col-
lege scholarships awarded 
to BARC junior tennis 
players.   
 This year, a new camp 
category for BARC junior 
tennis players has been 
added, called the Baseline 
camp scholarship for those 
age 7-10.  
 This is an addition to 
the Ace camp scholarship, 
the Center Court camp 
scholarship and the Grand 
Slam college scholarship 
for BARC Junior tennis 
players.  
 Members of the Dobie 
Tennis team will be al-
lowed to play in the tour-
nament free of charge. Do-

bie players should check 
the tournament website 
for all details related to the 
scholarships.
 Last year, the DLTSF 
awarded five camp schol-
arships to BARC junior 
tennis players and award-
ed four BARC high school 
seniors scholarships for 
college. Dinner tickets 
will go on sale April 1. 
 This year, the kick-off 
party attendees will be 
treated to a barbecue din-
ner, which will include 
sliced brisket, sausage, 
beans, potato salad, all of 
the fixings and iced tea.  
 Dinner tickets are $15 
for adults and $10 for 
children 10-and-under. 
Tickets may be purchased 
at the BARC or on the 
DLTSF website. 
 The Dobie recipients 
will be awarded their 
scholarships in May at the 
school during a special 
ceremony. 
 The silent auction will 
begin April 22 at 4 p.m., 
and finish April 23 at 3 
p.m.

The Lady Ballers, a youth basketball team stocked 
with South Belt area talent, pulled off the upset to 
win the City of Pasadena league championship in 
the girls’ age 9-10 division. Members of the team 
are, left to right, (bottom row) Eva Caldera, Layla 

Pool, Ashley Aleman, Meadow Cantualla, (second 
row) Jill Canales, Isabella Chagoya, Genesis Ar-
gueta, (third row) Bella Perez, Aydee Gonzales, 
Kaitlyn Zaid, Valerie Zuniga, (back row) coaches 
Donald Walker and Arturo Aleman.

Lady Ballers 9-10s win basketball title

The Ballers, a youth basketball team featuring 
players from the South Belt area, claimed their 
fourth straight City of Pasadena league champi-
onship, this time in the age 11-12 division. Mem-
bers of the team are, left to right, (front row) De-

ven Lendsey, Jared Tate, Johnathan Jean, Kanye 
Ortiz, Rodrick Sterling, (back row) coach Donald 
Walker, Jacob Perez, Bradon Gant, Darius Hale, 
Alexander Garcia, Zaire Walker and coach Miguil 
Ortiz.

Ballers’ 11-12s continue hoops dominance

2016 Dobie Varsity Football Schedule
Date  Opponent  Time
Aug. 12 (Fri) at Strake Jesuit scrimm. 7 p.m.

Aug. 19 (Fri) at Clear Brook scrimm. 11 a.m.

Aug. 27 (Sat) Summer Creek 6 p.m.

Sept. 3 (Sat) at Clear Springs 6 p.m.

Sept. 9 (Fri) at Morton Ranch 7 p.m.

Sept. 16 (Fri) at Dawson  7 p.m.

Sept. 23 (Fri) *Deer Park 7 p.m.

Sept. 29 (TH) *Memorial 6 p.m.

Oct. 13 (TH) *Sam Rayburn 6 p.m.

Oct. 21 (Fri) *at South Houston (SR) 7 p.m.

Oct. 28 (Fri) *Pasadena (HC) 7 p.m.

Nov. 4 (Fri) *at La Porte  7 p.m.

(SR) Senior Night

(HC) Homecoming    
* District 22-6A games 

will also have nondis-
trict games against Clear 
Springs, Morton Ranch 
and Dawson before begin-
ning 22-6A action against 
the Deer Park Deer Sept. 
23, also at Veterans Sta-
dium.
 Homecoming is set for 
Friday, Oct. 28, against 
Pasadena, and the Long-
horns close the regular 
season at Bulldog Stadium 
in La Porte, Friday, Nov. 
4, against the Bulldogs.
 Second-year Dobie 

head coach Mike Nor-
man and his staff will 
be looking to guide the 
program to its first dis-
trict championship since 
2010. 
 The team also hopes 
to win a playoff game 
for the first time since 
the 2004 campaign.
 The program is work-
ing on a string of six 
consecutive playoff ap-
pearances, and has faced 
North Shore in the play-
offs five straight years.

 The Dobie varsity 
football team, aiming 
squarely at the District 
22-6A championship 
come 2016, now knows 
the course the season 
will take.
 The Longhorns will 
close out the first week 
of the regular season by 
hosting Summer Creek 
in a nondistrict matchup 
Saturday, Aug. 27, at 
Veterans Stadium.
 Following opening 
week, the Longhorns 

Dobie Longhorns football 2016
opens against Summer Creek

Important offseason continues as JFD football eyes 2016
 There hasn’t been much 
live action on the football 
field since Dobie lost for 
a fifth consecutive time to 
the eventual state champi-
on North Shore Mustangs 
last November.
 But that doesn’t mean 
that varsity football head 
coach Mike Norman, his 
staff or the players in the 
offseason program haven’t 
been working hard in 
preparation for 2016.
 There’s more familiar-
ity within the program 
these days, what with Nor-
man and his staff having 
had almost a full year on 
site.
 And there’s realign-
ment. With the likes of 
Pearland and Manvel ex-
iting the District 22-6A 
ranks, there will be a new 
league champion next sea-
son for the first time in a 
while. And Dobie is hop-
ing to be that team.
 Dobie will not engage 
in spring football work-
outs in May, instead opt-
ing to begin the preseason 
a week early – on Aug. 1. 
Norman’s Longhorns will 
be ready, no doubt.
 “I know on my part, I 
feel a whole lot better at 
this time of the year then 
I did last year,” Norman 
said. 
 “I basically didn’t get 
here full time until May, 
and there were staff things 
we had to handle in addi-
tion to getting to know the 
players. I basically only 
had a month with the guys 
in school last year
 “We’ve also had a 
chance to instill the things 
we expect on a daily basis, 
like hard work, account-
ability, being disciplined 
and so forth.
 “I’ve had a chance to 
evaluate kids’ work eth-
ic, see their passion and 
desire for the game and 
those types of things. Plus, 
the kids know more about 
what I and the coaching 

staff expect from them.”
 When the on-field work 
in preparation does begin, 
there are certain facts the 
Longhorns will deal or 
have already dealt with.
 Yes, the Longhorns 
have advanced to the play-

offs in each of the past six 
seasons. Still, the school 
has not seen a playoff win 
since 2004.
 Norman knew when he 
arrived that the Longhorns 
would have to get bigger, 
stronger and faster in or-

der to compete with the 
big dogs in Class 6A Divi-
sion I football playoff situ-
ations. This offseason, the 
Longhorns have addressed 
those have-tos.
 “There isn’t a whole lot 
of fun in the offseason, but 

things get tough, we do re-
mind the kids about Deer 
Park, about North Shore 
and those games where we 
let things get away,” Nor-
man said.
 “It’s important to get 
better every day, and to 
work toward the things we 
need to do to get to where 
we want to be. The kids 
have responded well, and 
we’ll carry that forward.”
 From a personnel 
standpoint, Dobie’s big-
gest concerns may come 
on the defensive side of 
the ball – particularly at 
linebacker and safety.
 Three-time all-district 
defensive tackle Chandler 
Tisby will be a big loss, 
as will Xzavion Kelly, but 
Norman believes there is 
enough depth along the 
line for that unit to bounce 
back.
 Inside linebacker is a 
concern due to graduation 
as well, what with junior-
to-be Dejuan Dixson es-
sentially the lone returnee, 
and he did not play the 
entire season at the varsity 
level.
 At outside linebacker, 
three-year starter and Uni-
versity of Texas-El Paso 
signee Dedrick Simpson 
will exit. Norman is also 
concerned about the loss 
of safety Darius Hypolite.
 “You don’t replace 
three-year starters like 
Dedrick and Darius,” Nor-
man said.
 “I think, clearly, our 
biggest concerns in terms 
of filling needs is on de-
fense. We had some guys 
step up at the junior varsi-
ty level, and the staff will 
also evaluate some of last 
season’s freshman class 
to determine if the time is 
right for a move to the Fri-
day night lights.
 As for the offense, 
quarterback Jeremy Davis 
is in line to get a great deal 
of work, both in the pass-
ing and running game.
 In Dobie’s loss to North 
Shore in the bidistrict 
playoffs, Davis nonethe-
less played a big role in 
both of the Longhorns’ 
scoring drives. Perhaps 
there is no other player on 
that side of the ball than 
Davis, as far as Dobie is 
concerned.
 “Jeremy is going to get 
a lot of touches in every-
thing we do offensively,” 
Norman said. “He really 
has developed into a dual 
threat kind of a quarter-
back, and we’re excited to 
see what he can do.”
 In looking to replace 
the Longhorns’ other start-
er from last season – Tyler 
Giron – Norman said at 
present that role likely be-
longs to 2015 junior var-
sity starter Jacob Sulak.
 At tailback, there’s lit-
tle doubt the entire Dobie 
nation wants to see how 
freshman tailback Kris 
Morris progresses from 
last season to this.
 Morris had a handful 
of highlight reel plays last 
season, and the staff is 
intent on getting him the 
football. 
 JoJo Castaneda is an-
other player who will get 

touches either in the back-
field or from a slot receiv-
er spot. 
 Receiver as well as 
tight end are two other po-
sitions of need, especially 
after the coming gradua-
tion of Jaylon Bolden at 
receiver.
 “Jaylon is another 
player you don’t simply 
replace,” Norman said. 
 “In a perfect world you 
just plug someone else 
into that slot receiver role 
and go, but it’s not that 
simple. Jaylon is a special 
talent.
 Breon Simmons and 

Jeremiah Hernandez will 
figure greatly into the mix, 
and Jeremy Marcum could 
be a solid option at tight 
end after the Longhorns 
lost starters Jesse Paredes 
and Jason Lester.
 Along the offensive 
front, Norman has few 
concerns. That group re-
turns as many as four 
starters, and there is depth 
coming from the subvar-
sity programs,
 “I feel real good about 
the offensive line,” Nor-
man said. “We definitely 
should have a better group 
overall in terms of expe-

rience and playing level. 
That should be a strong 
suit.”
 Presumably, Sabino 
Lozano will return in the 
kicking game, but Josue 
Villalta will graduate. 
Clearly, special teams 
will be addressed, with 
Ke’montre Lowe certainly 
in the mix as a return man.
 It may seem as though 
there is plenty of time for 
the Dobie program to get 
itself together for the 2016 
season, but time flies.
 Norman believes better 
days are ahead for JFD. 
He’s already seen some 

examples of that, and is 
excited to see more.
 “I’ve been very pleased 
with the response of the 
kids from year one to year 
two,” Norman said.  
 “They know what we 
expect, and have done a 
lot of the things necessary 
to improve.
 “We’re looking forward 
to the 2016 season. Some-
body has to win the district 
title, and we certainly feel 
as though it can be us. You 
have to put the work in as 
coaches and players to get 
the results, but we have so 
far.”



Clear Brook City MUD
is a fast paced utility office that serves the South-Belt community. We are currently seeking an  
entry level Full-Time Cashier/Billing Clerk. Normal working hours are Monday- Friday 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. During busy times of the month, light overtime may be required. The District offers paid 
holidays, paid vacation and sick time, fully funded employee health insurance and profit sharing.

Job Description:
 • Handle heavy customer traffic on the phone and in person.
 • Balance cash drawers daily.
 • Proficiently balance and post payment batches daily on a check scanner and manually.
 • Take, process and enter Customer Service agreements and disconnect requests.
 • Process NSF’s, ACH’s, Recurring credit cards, and daily credit cards.
 • Run various errands as required.
 • Follow up on returned billing statements, process daily mail and respond to customer  
  complaints.
 • Cross train with Billing Manager.
 • Filing.
 • Prepare special reports and complete special projects as required.

Job Requirements:
 • Fast paced office- must be able to handle “high” stress situations and multiple interruptions.
 • Must be able to prioritize responsibilities.
 • Be reliable and be a “Team Player” – able to work well with others.
 • Must be efficient and detailed oriented.
 • Be self-motivated and have good organizational skills.
 • Working knowledge of Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint and capable of learning new billing 
  software.
 • Experience with bank check scanners helpful.
 • Good communication skills and telephone skills.
 • Must be able to pass physical, drug test, background check and credit check

Resumes along with Salary requirements should be emailed to cganje@cbcmud.com

Absolutely NO walk-ins.

American Legion Post 490
is looking to hire ais looking to hire a

Part-Time Cook
(prefer a U.S. Veteran)

Approx. 24 hours per week • $8.30 per hour to start
Interviews by appointment only.

281-481-1179
11702 Galveston Road
Houston, TX  77034
(across from Ellington Field)
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HELP WANTED
AUTO

FOR SALE: 2007 JEEP 
LIBERTY, runs good, good 
condition, $5700. Cash 832-
752-7921 3-31
FOR SALE: 2005 DODGE 
GRAND CARAVAN, Handi-
capped van. 10” lowered 
floor-ramp, removable front 
passenger seat. 82,000 mi., 
well maintained, very good 
condition. $19,000 firm! 281-
922-9905 4-7
2008 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
1200XL Custom 105 Anni-
versary Edition. 8300 mi. 
281-755-6292 4-7 

COMPUTER
COMPUTER REPAIR. South 
Belt Area. Free Estimates.
New Computers For Sale. 
Deal with a Technician Not a 
Salesman. Call Harry 713-
991-1355. 4-14
SOUTHBELT - Data-Sys-
tems - Hard Drive Data Re- 
covery - Linux Installation. 
10909 Sabo, Suite 120, 
281-922-4160. E-mail: sds 
@walkerlaw.com TF

GARAGE SALE
11118 LINDEN GATE DR. 

Fri & Sat, Mar 25 & 26, 8 
a.m. - 1 p.m. Furniture, 
namebrand clothes/purses, 
movies, toys, books, house-
hold items, holiday items  
 3-24
10830 KIRKVALE DR. Sat, 
Mar 26, 8 a.m. Furniture, 
TVs, bar stools, household 
items, clothing and miscella-
neous 3-24

HELP WANTED
LOCAL BUSINESS accept-
ing applications for parttime 
contract workers for produc-
tion line assembly. Call 832-
563-9431 3-24

LOST & FOUND
FOUND BICYCLE in bushes 
on South Belt Leader prop-
erty. Please call to identify. 
281-481-5656 TF

SERVICES
BUYING OR SELLING a 
home? Call Realtor Marco 
Suarez & save 832-807-
0333. Piensa Comprar o 
vender casa? Llame a 
Realtor Marco Suarez y 
ahorre 832-807-0333 5-12
HANDYMAN SERVICES 
We are able to help with 

VOLUNTEERS
SOUGHT

The
Southeast VFD 

needs you!
We are seeking local volunteers to join our active Volunteer Fire and EMS De-
partment. If you are over 18 and can pass a background check and driving re-
cord check, we encourage you to come join us any Thursday evening at 7PM 
at our #1 Fire Station at 10510 Scarsdale Blvd.  If you have no, or very limited 
training, we will provide all the training and protective gear upon acceptance. If 
you have any previous fi re or EMS training, (Fire Department, Forest Service, 
Military, etc), we can accept those training hours also. You can visit our web-
site:  www.southeastvfd.com to learn more, download an application package 
and see some of the activities that we participate in yearly.  Please come to one 
of our meetings to meet your fellow volunteers and join us in this very impor-
tant and worthwhile activity. Become a valued and needed part of our growing 
community where Neighbors Help Neighbors!  Your community needs you!  

Continued from Page 3B
SUNDAY, MARCH 27

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held 
Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., 
St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, 
call 713-204-2481.

MONDAY, MARCH 28
10 a.m.

Al-Anon Deer Park – Mondays 10 to 11 a.m. Literature Study. In His 
Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, Deer Park. Enter 
through Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409-454-5720 for infor-
mation, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., Saturday 
and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, contact instructor 
Dr. Dave Glandorf at drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. Cost is 
$6/game or $15/lesson. For information, call the club at 281-480-1911.

10:30 a.m.
Triad Meeting – at Madison Jobe Senior Center in Pasadena features 
the Pensacola, Fla., Gospel singing group, A Higher Calling, to entertain 
the seniors. Learn how to avoid identity theft, scams, fraud and elder 
abuse. Free refreshments provided by Parsons House Assisted Living 
Facility in La Porte and Paramount Senior Care Centers of Pasadena. 
Important handouts will be provided and distributed. Call 713-477-0175 
for information. Bring a friend.

11:30 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous Deer Park – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Literature Study. In His Presence Fellowship Church, 1202 East P Street, 
Deer Park. Enter through Fellowship Hall in back of church. Call 409- 
454-5720 for information, or just drop in.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous meets at noon at 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For more informa-
tion, call 713-856-1611.

3:30 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free exercise and speech therapy 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical 
Center Blvd., Webster. Visit www.hapsonline.org for a complete list of 
services offered. For adults with Parkinson’s disease only. 

  6 p.m.
Scrabble Club #511 – Meets Mondays at IHOP, 11222 Fuqua, 6 p.m. 
Come and improve crossword game playing skills. Call 281-488-2923 
for information.

6:30 p.m.
Pearland Overeaters Anonymous HOW Meeting – meets Mondays at 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2535 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland. 
Enter door next to recycling bins. For information, call 713-865-3668 or 
visit www.oahouston.org.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics Anonymous, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building) on the Westminster side. For infor-
mation, call 713-856-1611.

7 p.m.
Friends Helping Friends Grief Support Group – Group meets 
Mondays, Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., 
Webster, 7 to 8:15 p.m., in the staff meeting room. Anyone who has lost 
a loved one is welcome. Free. For information, call Betty Bielat at 281-
474-3430 or Diana Kawalec at 281-334-1033.

7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – New AA meeting, Saint Luke’s Group, 
12 Step Recovery Program, open meeting meets every Monday, 7:30 to 
8:30 p.m. in the Education Building, 11011 Hall Road, 77089. For more 
information, call Russell Garcia at 832-483-6715. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH 29
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or drop in.

9:30 a.m.
Pasadena Heritage Park and Museum – Exhibits include dioramas, 
an old-time kitchen and a turn-of-the-century doctor’s office. Tuesday 
through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 204 S. Main, Pasadena. For 
information, call 713-472-0565.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., Saturday 
and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, contact instructor 
Dr. Dave Glandorf at drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. Cost is 
$6/game or $15/lesson. For information, call the club at 281-480-1911.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous meets at noon, at 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For more infor-
mation, call 713-856-1611.
Rotary Club of Pearland – Meets weekly, Tuesdays, noon to 1 p.m., 
Golfcrest Country Club, 2509 Country Club Drive, Pearland. Lunch is 
served for $15. Variety of interesting speakers. For information, call 281-
900-7257 or visit nalix@texascitizensbank.com.

1 p.m.
Ballroom Dance Practice – Tuesdays, Hometown Heroes Park, League 
City. Come and enjoy free ballroom dancing,1 to 3 p.m., on a beautiful 
3,630 sq. ft. fl oating hardwood fl oor. Dancers practice to a large variety of 
ballroom music. Instructor available to assist people with new moves. Ev-
eryone is welcome! For questions, call 281-554-1180. 1001 East League 
City Pkwy.

1:30 p.m.
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) – TOPS #1530 meets at the 
Sagemont Park Community Center, 11507 Hughes Road, at 1:30 p.m. 
For information, call Jeanette Sumrall at 713-946-3713.

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Provides support for family 
and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 6 
p.m., First United Methodist Church,  room 215, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, 
Pasadena. Call 281-487-8787, or drop in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics Anonymous, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building) on the Westminster side. For infor-
mation, call 713-856-1611.

6:30 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – ESL classes Tuesday and Thursday, 6:30 p.m. at 
the church, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Course, books and child care are 
free. For information, call 281-484-9243 or visit www.crossroads-umc.
org.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held 

Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., 
St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, 
call 713-204-2481.

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 30
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church Pasadena, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, in the 
Cornell Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., Saturday 
and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, contact instructor 
Dr. Dave Glandorf at drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. Cost is 
$6/game or $15/lesson. For information, call the club at 281-480-1911.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous meets at noon at 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For information, 
call 713-856-1611.

1 p.m.
Hometown Heroes Park – invites dancers to the Hump Day Dance to 
practice ballroom dance rhythms from 1 to 3:30 p.m. every Wednesday, 
1001 E. League City Pkwy. Eileen Bauerlein is available to assist those 
needing help learning dance moves. For details, call the park offi ce 
at 281-554-1180 or Neva Schroder at 832-864-2721.

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – Invites everyone to the Wednesday night service 
beginning with a light meal and fellowship at 5:30 p.m., followed by a 
praise, worship and prayer service at 6:30 p.m., then a Bible study led by 
both pastors (English and Spanish). Everyone is welcome!

6 p.m.
Un Dia a la Vez Alanon Group (Spanish) – Provides support for fam-
ily and friends of alcoholics or addicts. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 
6 p.m., room 215, at  First United Methodist Church, Pasadena, 1062 
Fairmont Parkway. Call 281-487-8787, or just in.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Vigilance Group of Narcotics Anonymous, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, First 
Presbyterian Church in the youth building on the Westminster side. For 
information, call 713-856-1611.
Bay Area Turning Point Crisis Intervention Center  – Confidential 
domestic violence support group for women, 7 p.m., 210 S. Walnut off 
NASA Pkwy. between I-45 South and Highway 3. Call 281-338-7600 or 
visit www.bayareaturningpoint.com for information. 24-hour crisis hotline 
is 281-286-2525.

8 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – meeting at CrossRoads UMC on Wednesday, 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 8 p.m., 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. For infor-
mation, call 281-484-9243.

THURSDAY, MARCH 31
7 a.m.

AA Meeting – “Breakfast With Bill” Tuesday through Friday, 7 a.m., First 
United Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, in Cornell 
Conference room. Call 281-487-8787 for information, or just drop in.

10 a.m.
Clear Lake Bridge Club – Bridge games weekdays, 10 a.m., Saturday 
and Sunday, 1 p.m., 16614 Sea Lark Rd. For lessons, contact instructor 
Dr. Dave Glandorf at drglandorf@sbcglobal.net or 281-488-6318. Cost is 
$6/game or $15/lesson. For information, call the club at 281-480-1911.

Noon
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) – Imperfect Nooners Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous, noon, 2245 N. Main, Pearland. For information, call 713-
856-1611.

4 p.m.
Houston Area Parkinson Society – Free water exercise for individuals 
with Parkinson’s disease, 4 to 5 p.m., Kindred Rehabilitation Hospital 
Clear Lake, 655 E. Medical Center Blvd., Webster. Call 713-313-1652 or 
visit www.hapsonline.org for information.

6:30 p.m.
CrossRoads UMC – ESL classes Tuesday and Thursday, 6:30 p.m. at 
the church, 10030 Scarsdale Blvd. Course, books and child care are 
free. For information, call 281-484-9243 or visit www.crossroads-umc.
org.

6:30 p.m.
Well Spouse Support Group – meets at CrossRoads UMC, 10030 
Scarsdale the last Thursday of each month with those who are the hus-
band, wife or partner of a chronically ill/disabled person, 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Free childcare provided. No meetings in Nov. or Dec. For informa-
tion, contact Jennifer Miller at houstonwellspouse@gmail.com or 713-
724-2360, or visit http://www.wellspouse.org.

6:30 p.m.
Kirkwood Civic Association meets at the Sagemont Park and 
Recreation Center on Hughes Road. For more information call Ericka 
McCrutcheon at 281-989-9990.

7 p.m.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) – Women’s Group of Narcotics Anonymous, 
open meeting, 7 p.m., 2930 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland, at the First 
Presbyterian Church (youth building) on the Westminster side. For infor-
mation, call 713-856-1611.
Al-Anon (English Speaking) – Provides support for family and friends 
of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday, 7 p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, room 215. Call 281-487-
8787, or just drop in.
Alateen – Provides support for teenage children, friends and fam-
ily members of alcoholics and addicts. Thursday, 7 p.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1062 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena, room 208. Call 
281-487-8787, or just drop in.

8:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous – Alcohol problems? AA meetings are held 
Thursdays, 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Sundays and Tuesdays, 8 to 9 p.m., 
St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, 2217 Theta Street. For information, 
call 713-204-2481.

CALENDAR

LEADER READERS
25 Words - $8 for 1 week - 3 Weeks - $21; Business: 25 Words - $10 for 1 week •  3 Weeks - $27  

To submit items for the 

CALENDAR
at the South Belt-Ellington Leader 

Send an email to: 
mynews@southbeltleader.com

anything around the house 
whether it be home restora-
tion or general landscaping 
needs. Call Andy at 832-
971-2808. 4-7
I PROVIDE ELDERY CARE. 
Dr. appt., hair appt., grocery 
shopping, meal prepara-
tions, light house keeping, 
bathing assistance. In home 
companionship. Hourly care. 
References. Ava - 281-797-
4791 4-7
AFFORDABLE PAINTING 
Painting interior / exterior, 
sheetrock installation and 
repair. Wood fences and 
pressure washing. Free 
Estimates. 832-466-2306   
 3-24
HANDYMAN: Painting inte-
rior / exterior, sheetrock, 
wood fences, tree services, 
trimming & removal, mulch, 
lay fresh grass, pressure 
washing. Free Estimates. 
Ruben 832-276-4820 or        
rvmoctezuma2@gmail.com  
 3-24

REAL ESTATE



ACTION PRESERVATION & RESTORATION
DEBRIS REMOVAL • PAINTING • MAINTENANCE 

PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL 
SHEET ROCK • SIDING • DOORS

832-486-016724 Hour
Service

No Job 
Too Small

GULF TEX REMODELING
Residential & Commercial

Kitchens • Baths • Plumbing • Painting • Sheetrock • Flooring 
Patios • Concrete • Fences • Commercial Design & Built Out 

VA & ADA experienced • 30 yrs. experience

832-891-4610We pride ourselves on 
quality workmanship.

Free 
Estimates

LICENSED, INSURED, 
AFFORDABLE

• FREE ESTIMATES •
 Professional Trimming, 

Shaping, Removal

AADDRRIIAANNSS
TTRREEEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS..CCOOMM

713-501-0184713-501-0184
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NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS.
JUST HONEST RELIABLE SERVICE!

FURNACE OR  
A/C CHECK-UP

$39.95
Will Tell You What

Is Wrong With Your
System If Anything.

NO SERVICE CALL CHARGE!

Residential Only
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 

WE GIVE A FREE 2ND 
OPINION ON

NEW EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

281-484-8986
    • Financing Available
    • Radio Dispatched

TACL #B00567SE

LEWIS CONSTRUCTION
www.YourCompleteHomeCare.com
 713-944-5257
    Quality Work - Dependable
    Free Estimates - References
    
    Siding All Types - Floors
    Conversions - Patios – Fences
    Concrete - Carpentry Work

   Owner: Myron Lewis

We have been Same 
Name & Phone 

Number Since 1991

Painting Interior 
& Exterior

Additions - Kitchens

Bathrooms - Garages

Please Check Us Out – We Are Here To Stay

If you want a 
Quality Job 
we are the 

ones for you

BOOKKEEPING

Cynthia L. Vetters, CPA
Individual-Corporate-Partnership & Estates

• All Tax Preparations
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Monthly Accounting Services
• Individual & Business Tax Planning
• Payroll & Other Related Services

281-481-4184

          SERVICE
Leader Reader Ads

25 Words for $8 • 3 Weeks for $21
Business - 25 Words for $10 • 3 Weeks $27

Garage Door Problems?
Call  Big Edd’s

Established 1979
Repair/Replacement Garage Doors & Openers

281-480-8898 713-784-4238

ELECTRIC

SAGEMONT ELECTRIC SVCS. 

REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS

• Free Estimates
• Senior Citizen Disc.
• No Service Charge
• Res./Comm.
• Master Electrician
• Insured
• TECL#21246

We accept most major credit cards.

281-484-8542
LOW PRICES HIGH QUALITY

Triple M Plumbing
Master License # 40217

281-484-4777

Melvin D. Glover III
Cell  281-455-1175

G & F APPLIANCE REPAIR
We service all major 

home appliances. 
Our Professional 
Technicians will 
provide you with 

service you can trust.

MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $10

281-650-4777 
SAME DAY SERVICE

Willie’s Concrete Works
Driveways • Patios • Sidewalks • Etc.

Swimming Pool Demos
WE ARE INSURED

Business 281-484-7712
www.houstonconcrete.us

–– We also Haul Trash ––

Complete Building Maintenance
Floor Stripping & Waxing

One Time Jobs or Contracts

Insured and Bonded

281/481-1850 or 281/485-4341
Member South Belt-Ellington Chamber

Morgan’s Janitor Service

www.storkplumbing.com

BBB
Ruben Munoz | MPL 17449

C
~

FOUNDATION REPAIR
UNDER SLAB SEWER REPAIR

HOUSE LEVELING

Allied Foundations
281-479-5247

FREE ESTIMATES

$200 OFF
(on jobs $2,500 & up)

FOUNDATION REPAIR
OR

SEWER REPAIR
Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per house. 

COUPON

Serving 

South Belt 

Since 1988

SOUTH BELT SERVICE CO.
Will Beat Most Estimates

• SHEET ROCK SPECIALIST • POWER WASHING • SHEET ROCK SPECIALIST • POWER WASHING 
• PAINTING - INT./EXT. • PLUMBING 

• ROTTEN WOOD/DOORS • HARDI BOARD

Jim Elder • 281-484-2685
E-mail: sbeltservices@swbell.net

Advertise in the Leader!
281-481-5656

www.southbeltleader.com

(Former WARDS employee)

All Major Brands
25 Years 

Experience

281-585-5693

ANY SEASON
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, LLC

Residential & Commercial

ODORLESS CHEMICALS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1984

Jimmie Sue Orth
Owner

Richard (Dick) Orth
Operator

B.S. Chemistry
Trinity University

• State Licensed & Insured
• Full Liability Insurance
• Real Estate, FHA, VA
  Termite Inspections
• Quality Service & Low 
  Rates!
• EPA Registered 
  Chemicals

281-484-6740

REFERENCES AND PROOF OF INSURANCE ON REQUEST

Free Estimates
281-235-8073

Join us on Facebook!Join us on Facebook!
Get local news
and updates 
between 
issues!

es 

$35 OFF
YOUR FIRST REPAIR

One coupon per household. Not valid with any other offer.

281-552-8357
YOU CAN COUNT ON US

WWW.ABACUSPLUMBINGAC.COM

Alan O’Neill, CEO, MPL 20628, TACLB 49330E

713-530-0833

John 8:12 Licensed • Insured

Master Electrician, Johnny R. GibbsMaster Electrician, Johnny R. Gibbs TECL #19197TECL #19197

“Look on the “Look on the 
Bright Side”Bright Side”

BROWN’S PAINTING SERVICE
Small Jobs Preferred

Free Estimates
Gary Brown 832-672-3171

So
ut

h B
elt

 
Gr

ap
hic

s &
 P

rin
tin

g No Job Too Small!No Job Too Small!
Now printing small-quantity orders!

Call For InformationCall For Information
281-484-4337

Looking to 
Improve your 
yard the easy 

way!
Call the
Leader 

advertisers 
for your 
Lawn & 
Garden!

11555 
Beamer

281-481-5656

ELLIOTT’S REMODELING
A Full Service General Contractor

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

REFERENCES • 30+ YRS. EXP.281-487-2234

• BATHS / KITCHENS • ROOM ADDITIONS 
• PAINTING• FLOORING • SHEETROCK WORK
• PLUMBING • SIDING • ROOFING • CONCRETE 
• FENCES • GARAGE CONVERSION
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNICATION • QUALITY

Let the Leader 
help with 

your advertising.

281-481-5656

DON’S MOWING
& LANDSCAPE

Residential, Commercial
Landscape Your New Home or 
Give Your Home a New Look

Pressure Washing • Fertilize Lawn
Trim Trees • Complete Lawn Service
DEPENDABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - FREE ESTIMATES

Call Don 281-484-5516

LAWN & GARDEN

KW Painting
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Environmental Friendly Paint
• Sheetrock Repair

and Texturing
• Minor Carpentry

• Cabinet Refinishing
References Available

Free Estimates

281-773-3991 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

DAN’S TREE 
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD TREE REMOVAL • STUMP REMOVAL • FIRE WOOD/ BARBEQUE WOOD 
•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING•TREE TRIMMING • TOPPING • HAUL OFF • PRUNING • SHAPING

832-768-6292 832-768-6292 or or 713-298-9267713-298-9267

FREE ESTIMATES • INSUREDFREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
CALL TODAY !CALL TODAY ! WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDSWE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS

South Belt
AIR & HEAT INC.

Serving your neighborhood since 1982.

GET IT TODAY!

Free Estimates on New Equipment

100% FINANCING TO QUALIFIED BUYERS

Call for Heating Inspection                           

WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS

TACLB1954E

281-484-1818   4403 F.M.2351

BONANZA 
AIR & HEAT
281-922-5665

Someone You Can Trust • NEVER A SERVICE CALL CHARGE
We Service ALL Makes & Models • We Honor Competitor Coupons

It’s not too soon! Beat the rush!

WINTER CHECK-UP TIME!
TACLB002755C

It Is Time For
A Furnace Checkup!

MPL39885
Licensed & Insured 

Whole House
Repipe Special

starting at
$5,995.00 

*This price is for single story home 
up to 9 fi xtures. Additional fi xtures or 
2-story home will be additional cost. 

No other discounts included.

FREE SEWER 
CAMERA 

INSPECTION 
with SEWER UNSTOP

*Camera service is free with 
regular charged drain unstop. No 

other discounts included.

All Major Credit Cards Accepted!

Fix Now  
Pay Later

Call for Details

www.smartchoiceplumbing.net

713-340-0404
We Are Now Located in South Belt

NEW SPECIALS ONLY AVAILABLE TO SOUTH BELT RESIDENTS

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Service

40 Gallon Rheem
Water Heater 

installed for
$975.00 

*This price is for 1st fl oor install 
only. Additional charges for 2nd 
fl oor or attic install may apply as 

well as for code upgrades.

THE POND GUY

35 years experience

713-922-9121
www.waterfeaturedesigninhoustontx.com

• Landscaping • Irrigation • Flagstone Patios 
• Walkways • Streams • Water Features 

• Ponds • Waterfalls (pondless)

AirstreamAirstream 
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

TACLB23730E

Call for details and a FREE EVALUATION
281-481-6308

DUCTWORKDUCTWORK
SPECIALSPECIAL 20% 

OFF

Homes can lose up to 30% Homes can lose up to 30% 
of energy due to poor air ducts!of energy due to poor air ducts!

“Save Money, Shop Local”

281-692-1684MPL #18439

COMPLETE KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS
Granite, Glass & Tile • Custom Wood Cabinets

Call today to set up an appointment.
Financing Available

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN
5828 W. Broadway, Pearland, TX  77581

$49.95 A/C & Heat Check Up
3 Ton Furnace Starting at $1,895 • Complete Only $3,995

Financing WAC • 12 Months Same as Cash

A&E Mechanical
281-471-2725281-471-2725 TACLA11596C

FREE 
2nd Opinion
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The Dobie varsity girls’ soccer team, including, from left, Abi-
gail Villasenor (2), team captain Isabella Tamayo (11), Alejandra 
Magana (20), Angelica Ortiz (22), Leslie Garcia and team captain 
Briana Garcia, hopes to leave the Veterans Stadium playing sur-

face with a win over Deer Park in the bidistrict playoffs, set for 
Thursday, March 24, at 7 p.m. Deer Park won the 21-6A title, 
while Dobie fi nished off the regular season (above) with a shoot-
out win over Memorial.                                  Photo by Nick Tamayo

Analise Garza, Dobie’s starting goalkeeper, just might face a challenge against 
Deer Park, the District 22-6A champion. But Garza and her teammates played 
well during the regular season against tough competition.

Photo by Nick Tamayo

Continued from Page 1B
it can be done. 
 Dobie has not advanced 
to the second round of the 
playoffs since the 2012 
season, but there’s always 
hope for change. 
 In that 2014 loss to 
Deer Park at Abshire Sta-
dium, the Lady Longhorns 
played well in a scoreless 
first half, but things got 
away in the second half as 
the host Lady Deer went 
on to win 5-0.

Dobie boys get PAM
 The Longhorns hope 
the road to the Region III 
Final Four begins with 
a win over the Titans in 
Beaumont.
 From there, the Dobie/
PAM winner will draw ei-
ther Alief Taylor or Clear 
Springs in the area round.  
 Dobie head coach Justo 
Manrique is also interest-
ed to see what takes place 
in the North Shore/Pasa-
dena and Brazoswood/
Cinco Ranch first-round 
matchups.
 Whether it’s Port Arthur 
Memorial or maybe a sec-
ond foe like Clear Springs 
or Alief Taylor, the plan is 
the same – stay the course.
 “The key is to survive 
and advance,” Manrique 
said. 
 “We need to keep play-
ing the way we have been 
playing and believe that 
we can advance. 
 We have been to three 

Bidistrict soccer playoffs: Dobie teams look to advance into areas
overtimes in the three 
playoff games (one win, 
two losses) we’ve played 
since I’ve been here. With 
that in mind we need to 
use our experience to our 
advantage.” 
 Last year, Dobie won 
the 22-6A title with an un-
beaten record but then had 
to travel to Channelview 
to face fourth-seeded Port 
Arthur Memorial.
 Overtime and a shoot-
out resulted, but the Long-
horns were able to squeeze 

out a victory in the shoot-
out. In the second round 
against Clements, also on 
the road, Dobie held a sec-
ond half lead but wound 
up losing in overtime. 
That’s just how it goes in 
playoff soccer. 
 Unfortunately, the 
Longhorns’ fi rst loss in 
a long while – when and 
if it comes – will end the 
team’s spectacular season. 
Clearly, neither Manrique 
nor his players are eager 
to see that time come.

Dobie girls face hurdle
 Deer Park advanced to 
the area round last sea-
son and had hoped to go 
farther. This time around, 
Deer Park head coach Jes-
se Saavedra is of the mind-
set that a trip to the Region 
III Final Four might be in 
order.
 The fi rst step round 
matchup pitting Dobie 
versus Deer Park is a No. 
1 seed versus a No. 4 seed, 
but that doesn’t mean the 
Lady Longhorns are giv-

ing in none too soon.
 Although Dobie had to 
win its fi nal regular sea-
son game to qualfi y for the 
playoffs, head coach Bry-
an McDonald’s team ac-
tually played well against 
district champion Alvin, 
Dawson and third-place 
Pearland.
 So Dobie won’t shy 
away from anyone. And 
really, it boils down to the 
Lady Longhorns sticking 
to a philosophy that has 
worked well to this point.  

 That is, play steady 
soccer and don’t make the 
kind of mistakes that allow 
easy scores for the opposi-
tion. On the offensive end, 
take advantage of counter-
attack chances and sneak 
in a goal or two.
 The Dobie/Deer Park 
winner will face either 
Brazoswood or Fort Bend 
Travis in the area round of 
the playoffs. 
 It’s a second step in 
the postseason that Dobie 
would love to take.

Above and below, Eliza-
beth Gonzales’ daughter, 
Vanessa, at the Easter 
Egg Hunt at El Franco 
Lee Park. She had a 
blast.    Photos  submitted

At right, Gene Locke, 
Pct. 1 Commisioner, ad-
dresses the large crowd 
at the Easter Egg Hunt 
at El Franco Lee Park 
while, from left, the Eas-
ter Bunny, Pct. 2 Judge 
Jo Ann Delgado and 
Pct. 2 Constable Chris 
Diaz look on. The annual 
event was again attended 
by hundreds of young 
South Belt area children 
and their families.

From left, Devani Morales, 8, Abner Morales, 3, and 
Aldo Morales, 11 years old, share a moment with the 
Easter Bunny after landing plenty of goodies during 
the annual Pct. 2 Easter Egg Hunt at El Franco Lee 
Park.

Shown, enjoying the Easter Egg Hunt at El Franco Lee Park are, left to right, 
Pct. 1 Commissioner Gene Locke, Pct. 2 Constable Christopher Diaz, Caleb 
Richardson, 6, Abner Morales, 3, Misa Vo, 10, Pct. 2 Judge Jo Ann Delgado and 
Jayden Pecina, 5 months, with mother Debra Pecina.


